
[image: image1.png]Dutchess County





       Dutchess County

         Traffic Safety Board

                       Minutes

              October 6, 2014
                                 1:00pm

            Members present:
	Vince Bellino
	Stephen Gill
	Ann Rush

	Michael Dampf
	John McKinney
	Joe Ryan

	Dan Dowd
	Steve Minard
	Robert Simpson

	Emily Dozier
	
	


· Called /could not attend:  Paul Bonfiglio, Norm Fenichel, Neil Garrison, John Healy, Todd Jicha, Christine Lopez, James Rapoli, Anthony Russo, and William Steenbergh, 
Staff:  William Johnson, Adrianna Frazier

Minutes:
Vince Bellino motioned to accept the minutes as written from the September 8th meeting.  Seconded by Joe Ryan.  Motion carried.

           ** Steve Minard called the meeting to order at 1:06pm**

On-going Items:

· TSB 2015 Officer Elections:  W. Johnson stated that the TSB should review and finalize the officer election ballots.  S. Gill said he received two responses: one to keep the slate as is; and the other nominating Steve Gill for Vice Chairman.  W. Johnson asked if officers are willing to be on the ballot for next year.  They agreed.  We will check with J. Rapoli to see if he would like to remain on the slate as Secretary.  S. Gill consented to be added to the ballot for Vice Chairman.  W. Johnson said we will send out ballots with the October Minutes.  Ballots should be returned before the November meeting, this will allow for absentee vote.  He said the TSB will complete the election process at the next meeting.  
· 2015 County Budget & GTSC e-Grant Update:   W. Johnson said we just received today notification/approval of the Police Traffic Services grant.  Last week we received approval for the Child Passenger Safety grant.  The TSB was provided with a handout of the requested and approved amounts for the three grants.  The CPS grant was approved at $15,000 ($10,000 seats and $5,000 miscellaneous items). The PTS grant was approved at $89,488.  He provided the TSB with GTSC’s breakdown for each law enforcement agency.  There are 11 law enforcement agencies awarded this year due to the Village of Fishkill PD being added to the list.  
W. Johnson said he will come up with a formula to breakdown the allocations to the law enforcement agencies for seat belt, aggressive driving, and commercial enforcement.  Award letters will be sent to each agency once the County Budget is passed and breakdowns are completed.  W. Johnson read the letter for the PTS grant.  The total grant awards for 2015 is $158,138.
· 2015 “Save Your Friends Over the Airwaves” Contest:  W. Johnson stated that letters have already gone to all the schools.  The purpose of the contest is to identify radio public service announcements to persuade teens to make life saving choices to prevent motor vehicle crashes, injuries, and deaths.  The five topic areas are:  drowsy driving, driving distractions, speeding, impaired driving, and safety belt use.  Entries are due by March 6, 2015.  W. Johnson will push through CAPE’s student assistants so it is brought to all the high schools.  In 2014 there were 53 entries for NYS, from only four counties.  Arlington High School sent in 34 entries.  
W. Johnson said we need to get the other high schools involved.  He asked if we could push through School Resource Officers to have better support. M. Dampf said yes we can. 
· 2014 Program Reporting:  W. Johnson said program year end reporting is due on October 15th and final billing is due to GTSC by October 31st.  He is reviewing final data from the fitting stations.  The CPS numbers are down that is why a reduction in the CPS grant was not unexpected.  
· Injury Prevention:    
Bicycle/Pedestrian Safety –  E. Dozier said the Bicycle Traffic Skills 101 course for adults was rescheduled to October 17 & 18 due to weather.  The course will teach people how to ride safely in traffic on the road, as well as on trails.  The course will be held on Friday, 
October 17th (indoor classroom session), from 6:00pm-9:00pm and Saturday, October 18th (outdoor skills practice), from 8:30am-2:30pm.  E. Dozier said the course was profiled today in the Three Cheers section of the Poughkeepsie Journal.  The cost will be $20 per person.  The class will be limited to 20 people.  E. Dozier provided the TSB with a flyer and asked that it be posted in as many places as possible.
School Bus Safety Awareness – W. Johnson distributed school bus safety educational materials to the Wappingers Central School District.  He will give additional materials to those districts that requested it at the next MidHudson Transportation Supervisors meeting.    
· Child Passenger Safety:  W. Johnson thanked S. Minard for hosting National Car Seat Check Saturday on October 20th at the City of Poughkeepsie PD Public Safety Facility.  W. Johnson said 13 car seats were checked and 7 given away.  There were four technicians that supported the event. 
Additions:

· NYSDOH:  W. Johnson received an email from NYSDOH regarding trying to recruit additional high schools, as well as, other groups that work with teens to participate in the National Teen Driver Safety Week Campaign (October 19 – 25).  The schools will choose the activities they plan to do and return the participation form to NYSDOH.  Participating schools that select at least one activity may also order student prizes.  W. Johnson said he will push this through CAPE and their student assistants, and the school resource officers.  He asked A. Rush to help through the Health Department.  The theme this year is “Click It Front and Back.”  They want to drive home the importance of buckling up not only in the front seat but the back seat too.  Buckling up helps keep teens from being thrown out of the car during a crash where they are 24 times more likely to die or suffer severe injury. 
· Bicycle Violations:  W. Johnson received a notice from NYS Department of Motor Vehicles regarding how to record a bicycle violation on a summons.  The notice is a reminder about how to note on a traffic summons that the violation was committed by the operator of a bicycle.  The law enforcement officer should write a “B” in the “Veh Type” box and “bicycle” in the “Description/Narrative” box, along with the description of the violation.  This applies to violations of the Vehicle and Traffic Law, the NYC Traffic Rules and the Administrative Code of NYC.   Uniformly recording this information throughout the State will help ensure that such information is correctly entered in the Department of Motor Vehicles records.  This is important because points and surcharges are not assessed for bicycle violations.  E. Dozier said the MPO uses this data all the time but if it is not entered correctly they really can’t get a clear picture of what is going on.  So it is critical that the data be recorded correctly.  W. Johnson asked the TSB if anyone has written a bicycle violation on a uniform traffic ticket.  M. Dampf said someone from his department has done so.
· Distracted Driving Symposium:  V. Bellino said the Northeast NY Safety and Health Council will be hosting a three hour Distracted Driving symposium in Albany on November 12th from 1:00 – 4:00pm.  The symposium is for drivers, motorcyclists, pedestrians, and bicyclists.  The cost is free to members.  Non-members will be charged a $25 fee.  He said if it is well attended they would like to host a symposium in Dutchess County during the spring.
  J. McKinney motioned to adjourn the meeting at 1:28 p.m.  D. Dowd seconded. All in favor. 

NEXT MEETING: 

November 10th 2014 @ 1:00pm.  

*626 Dutchess Turnpike, First Floor* 
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601. ** Please Call 486-3603 if you cannot attend. **
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