Arthur S. May Elementary Proposed “Safe Routes to School”
Why the need for “Safe Routes to School?”

Arthur S. May Elementary is the public elementary school serving children living within the Arlington
Town Center District. Formerly centrally located within the Town Center on Raymond Ave, the school
relocated to the former Arlington Middle School building on the north side of Route 44/Maple St (the
westbound arterial). Most students travel to school on Arlington Central School District transportation
or are driven by parents.

For students that choose to walk to school, there is not a clearly defined route. Desire lines indicate that
some students cut across the grass between Main Street and the Route 44/55 on-ramp (just east of the
Route 55 overpass) and cross the on-ramp to Maple Ave at an uncontrolled location. Given the high
speeds of traffic, this is not a safe route for students to walk.

What are “Safe Routes to School?”

Safe Routes to School are designated walking routes that minimize potential vehicle conflicts and
maximize safety. Typically, groups of students are led by parents or school staff on ‘walking school
buses’ to and from school along the designated routes.

Factors used to determine routes within the Arlington Town Center include:

- Existence and quality of sidewalk

- Width of buffer between sidewalk and street
- Prevalence of commercial driveways

- Traffic volume (Annual Average Daily Traffic)

Proposed Routes:

Seven primary residential areas were identified within the Arlington Town Center. Routes were then
created based on the above criteria. See the map below for the route concepts.

Fairmont Ave/Taft Ave Route: This route would serve the largest residential area in the district, as
Fairmont Ave, Lagrange Ave, Davis Ave, and the eastern end of Collegeview Ave are predominantly
residential. This route would begin at the northeastern corner of the Collegeview Ave and Fairmont Ave
intersection. Heading north on the east side of Fairmont Ave, the route would collect students from
Lagrange Ave, Davis Ave, and Manchester Rd. The route would cross Haight St, Main St, and Maple St,
and then turn east on the sidewalk along the north side of the entrance ramp to Maple St. After roughly
500 feet, the route would end at the steps leading down to the school.

Main St Route: This route would begin at the southeast corner of the Main St and Grand Ave
intersection. It would head east on the south side of Main St, picking up students from Streit Ave and
Lewis Ave, as well as the students from the Springside Ave Route (either at the intersection of Main St
and Raymond Ave or at a proposed crosswalk on Main St west of Jones St). This route would cross Main
St and then Taft Ave to connect to the Fairmont/Taft Route.

Fulton Ave Route: This route would begin at the Arlington Central School District boundary on the north
side of Fulton Ave (also the boundary between the Town and City). It would serve students living in the



single family residences and apartment complexes along Fulton. Heading east this route would cross
Raymond Ave on the north side of the roundabout and continue along Collegeview Ave until it connects
to the Fairmont/Taft Ave Route.

Maple St Route: This route would begin on the south side of Maple St east of the intersection with
Raymond Ave Extension. Heading east this route would collect students from Woodcliff Ave who would
access the route via the stairs leading down to Maple St. This route would cross the south side of Taft
Ave and connect to the Fairmont/Taft Route.

Manchester Rd Route: This route would begin at the entrance to the Manchester Gardens apartment
complex on the south side of Manchester Road. It would head west on the south side of Manchester
Road until it connects to the Fairmont/Taft Route at Fairmont Ave.

Haight Ave Route: This route would begin at the Arlington Central School District boundary on the south
side of Haight Ave west of Streit Ave. This route would serve students living in the Vassar Gardens
apartments and nearby houses. At the intersection with Raymond Ave, the route would cross Haight
Ave and then Raymond Ave. The route would then head north on Raymond Ave until Main St, where it
would connect to the Main St Route.

Springside Ave Route: This route would begin on Springside Ave near the intersection with Grand Ave.
It would head southeast onto Jones St and then turn east onto the north side of Main St. At the
intersection with Raymond Ave, this route would cross Main St to connect to the Main St Route.
Alternatively, a proposed crosswalk just west of Jones St. would allow students to connect to the Main
St Route near where Jones St intersects with Main St.
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Safe Routes to School Treatment/Programming:

(0}

(0}

Install school area signage along routes (see MUTCD for guidance)

Recruit and train route leaders (parents or school staff)

Recruit and train crossing guards (as needed)

Provide educational materials/information to school staff, students, and families

Improve sidewalk/crosswalk infrastructure along routes

= Repair sidewalks, particularly along the following streets:
e Jones St and Springside Ave
e The north side of Main St between Raymond Ave and Taft Ave
e The east side of Fairmont between Main St and Haight Ave

= Address sidewalk issues (see the Sidewalk Issues map for locations)

=  Provide sidewalk buffers along the following streets:

The east side of Fairmont Ave south of Manchester Road

The east side of Fairmont Ave between Haight Ave and Main

The south side of Haight between Vassar Garden Apartments and Raymond Ave

The east side of Raymond between Haight Ave and close to Main St

= Increase width of sidewalk buffers along the following streets:
e The south side of Maple St. between Raymond Ave Extension and Taft Ave
e The east side of Taft Ave between Main St and Maple St
e Main St. between Fowler Ave and Taft Ave/Fairmont Ave

= Add street trees in buffers to provide shade and calm traffic
=  Provide pedestrian amenities such as benches, trash cans, and pedestrian-scale lights

= Correct pedestrian signals and signage, particularly at the following intersections:
e Taft Ave and Maple St
e Taft Ave/Fairmont Ave and Main St
e Fairmont Ave and Haight Ave
e Raymond Ave and Main St
e Raymond Ave and Haight Ave

= Change the pedestrian signal timing at the Main St and Raymond Ave intersection to be
concurrent with parallel traffic



Bicycle Train Connection

In addition to the walking routes proposed above, a “Bicycle Train” would allow students to bicycle to
school along the proposed bicycle boulevard (see separate proposal). Bicycle train “conductors” would
lead (and follow) students along Fulton Ave and Collegeview Ave, turn north on Fairmont Ave and
continue onto Taft Ave. At the northeastern corner of the Taft Ave and Maple St intersection, students
would dismount their bicycles and walk east on the sidewalk next to Maple St/Route 44. Immediately
after crossing the school driveway, students would turn left to enter the school grounds. Secure bicycle
racks and/or shelters should be provided near the school entrance.

Resources:

Safe Routes to School National Partnership: http://saferoutespartnership.org/

Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) Chapter 7, Traffic Control for School Areas:
http://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov/pdfs/2009r1r2/part7.pdf



http://saferoutespartnership.org/
http://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov/pdfs/2009r1r2/part7.pdf

Appendix.

Safe Route to School Images:

Source: http://www.bikecleveland.org/bike-cle/news/cleveland-safe-routes-to-school-plan/2015/08/

Source: http://www.alamy.com/stock-photo-safe-route-to-school-for-children-traffic-sigh-east-acton-in-
the-london-71159246.html



http://www.bikecleveland.org/bike-cle/news/cleveland-safe-routes-to-school-plan/2015/08/
http://www.alamy.com/stock-photo-safe-route-to-school-for-children-traffic-sign-east-acton-in-the-london-71159246.html
http://www.alamy.com/stock-photo-safe-route-to-school-for-children-traffic-sign-east-acton-in-the-london-71159246.html

Source: http://www.saferoutesnj.org/partners/

Source: http://usa.streetsblog.org/2014/10/22/study-safe-routes-to-school-programs-boost-walking-

and-biking-30/



http://www.saferoutesnj.org/partners/
http://usa.streetsblog.org/2014/10/22/study-safe-routes-to-school-programs-boost-walking-and-biking-30/
http://usa.streetsblog.org/2014/10/22/study-safe-routes-to-school-programs-boost-walking-and-biking-30/

Source: http://marshallroadpta.org/safe-routes-to-school/



http://marshallroadpta.org/safe-routes-to-school/



