Environment Committee
Revised

Resolution No. 2010229

RE: ESTABLISHING PLAN TO INCREASE RECYCLING
IN DUTCHESS COUNTY

Legislators Tyner, Goldberg, Jeter-Jackson, and Doxsey offer the
following and move its adoption:

WHEREAS, Dutchess County now incinerates or sends to landfills
$15 million worth of materials and resources that could be recycled,
including plant debris, food waste, paper, wood, ceramics, soils,
metals, glass, polymers, textiles, chemicals, and various items for
reuse, according to Richard Anthony Associates, and 500 new jobs could
be created right here in Dutchess County if those materials were
recycled instead of burned or buried, according to the Institute for
Local Self-Reliance, and

WHEREAS, the cost of disposing of the Dutchess County
Incinerator®s 50,000 tons of toxic ash annually has doubled in recent
years to three million dollars a year, according to Dutchess County
Resource Recovery Agency Board Chair William Conners, and

WHEREAS, the Poughkeepsie Journal reported May 7th that "if
Dutchess County does not submit a new solid waste management plan to
the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation by Aug. 1,
the Dutchess County Resource Recovery Agency might lose its operating
permit next year," and

WHEREAS, the Poughkeepsie Journal reported May 10th last year
that the Dutchess County incinerator '‘costs 46 percent more to operate
than 13 other plants in New York and Connecticut and has debts
stretching years beyond all of them,' and

WHEREAS, although the Dutchess County Incinerator produces power
from burning trash, the income does not come close to covering costs,
and neither do the tipping fees that are among the highest in the
region; iIn recent years, Dutchess County taxpayers have seen the
county”"s subsidy to the Resource Recovery Agency go from $2 million to
$6.3 million, with more increases expected, and

WHEREAS, the Poughkeepsie Journal reported March 7th that
emissions from our county incinerator of particulate matter, volatile
organic compounds, and nitrogen oxide have all increased over the last
decade-- along with the fact that, on an annual basis, our county
incinerator also creates 50,000 tons of toxic ash-- and spews 29 pounds
of heavy metals (mercury/arsenic/lead/cadmium), 37 tons of sulfur
dioxide, 22 tons of hydrogen chloride/hydrogen fluoride, and 3700 tons
of carbon dioxide

WHEREAS, the Poughkeepsie Journal reported March 7th that '“the
Dutchess County Resource Recovery Agency recycles only 4 percent of
Dutchess® 250,000 tons of garbage; little is done to encourage



recycling in the county; when waste recycled by private haulers is
included, the county recycling rate is only 11 percent, about half the
state rate, agency figures show; an estimated 30,000 tons of paper
alone go to the trash heap yearly," and

WHEREAS, the Daily Freeman reported April 28th that "Ulster
County residents recycled more than 64,000 tons of materials in 2009,
nearly doubling the amount diverted from the waste stream in 2005; the
increase in recycling, combined with a dropoff in the amount of
nonrecyclable garbage produced in the past two years, has pushed the
county closer to the state goal of recycling 42 percent of the waste
stream,' and

WHEREAS, communities across the country like Austin, Portland,
Seattle, Oakland, and many more have proven that a zero-waste approach
to resource recovery can save tax dollars, create more jobs, clean up
air quality, with lower carbon emissions, compared to incineration or
landfilling, and

WHEREAS, the United States has lost half the carbon in its soils
and half of what is buried in landfills is organics (yard trimmings,
food scraps and food soiled paper); landfills are the single largest
source of human-created methane gas and contribute significantly to
climate change; we need to get organics out of landfills and back to
the soil, and

WHEREAS, Royal Carting is starting a food-waste curbside
collection demonstration project with 177 homes in Beacon; the towns of
Hamilton and Wenham in Massachusetts started curbside collection of
food waste this year and are saving tax dollars; here in Dutchess
County Vassar and Marist colleges compost their food waste, along with
many restaurants in Tompkins County, and the communities of Portland,
Seattle, Boulder, Cambridge, Wegman"s Supermarket and Wal-Mart in
Onondaga County, NY, Central Vermont Solid Waste Management District,
San Francisco, CA, Morgan Hill, CA, Dublin, CA, Alameda County, CA,
Pleasanton, CA, Hutchinson, MN, Hennepin County, MN, San Leandro, CA,
Union City, CA, Swift County, MN, King County, WA, Bowdoinham, ME, San
Jose, CA, Newark, CA, Orange County, NC, Berkeley, CA, Western Lake
Superior Sanitary District, MN, Livermore, CA, Mackinaw Island, Ml, and

WHEREAS, it has repeatedly been proven across the country in
these communities that food-waste curbside collection is a win-win for
homeowners, businesses, and waste haulers; all end up saving money as
tipping fees at compost facilities are lower than tipping fees at
incinerators or landfills, and 1If food waste is collected regularly,
trash doesn"t have to be collected so often, and therefore be it

RESOLVED, that the Dutchess County Legislature urges the Dutchess
County Solid Waste Commissioner and the Dutchess County Resource
Recovery Agency to work together to incorporate the following in its
Solid Waste Management Plan for Dutchess County submitted to the
NYSDEC: to set a recycling goal for Dutchess County and to work with
the Dutchess County Association of Supervisors and Mayors, Dutchess
County Economic Development Corporation, and Dutchess County Industrial
Development Agency to site an eco-industrial resource recovery park and
food-waste composting facilities to process source-separated organic



materials, and to ensure recycling containers are placed wherever there
are trash containers, and be it further

RESOLVED, that the Dutchess County Legislature requests that
licensed waste haulers in Dutchess County work towards collecting food
waste with lower rates for clean, source-separated materials, and work
towards reusing, recycling or composting at least 50% of all materials
and bulky items collected by them in Dutchess County, and be it further

RESOLVED, that the Dutchess County Legislature urges the Dutchess
County Solid Waste Commissioner and the Dutchess County Resource
Recovery Agency to work together to make sure that all Dutchess County
residents, businesses and institutions work towards source-separating
reusables, recyclables and compostables (including discarded food, and
food contaminated paper), and be it further

RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be sent to the Dutchess
County Executive, Dutchess County Solid Waste Commissioner, Dutchess
County Resource Recovery Agency, Dutchess County Director of Central
Services, Dutchess County Department of Public Works, and all other
county departments.

STATE OF NEW YORK
SS:
COUNTY OF DUTCHESS

This is to certify that I, the undersigned Clerk of the Legislature of the County of Dutchess have compared the foregoing
resolution with the original resolution now on file in the office of said clerk, and which was adopted by said Legislature on the 13"
day of September 2010, and that the same is a true and correct transcript of said original resolution and of the whole thereof.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set my hand and seal of said Legislature this 13th day of September 2010.

PATRICIA J. HOHMANN, CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE



