IV. LANDSCAPE PATTERNS

reenway principles emphasize an interconnected
approach to land preservation and development
linked to landscape patterns.

oo often our land use decisions and regulations rely on separation and segmentation. Land is partitioned

into zoning districts that strictly separate housing from stores and job sites, the environment is segmented into

various categories of natural constraints (wetlands, floodplains, steep slopes) with different rules and regulating
agencies, while layers of government create additional fragmented jurisdictions. Greenways are a tangible way of
bridging these gaps and building useful relationships.
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Landscape
Patterns

Clockwise from top:
Two farmland patterns in Stanford, Stissing
Lake in Pine Plains, New Hamburg at the
mouth of the Wappinger Creek, and urban
pattern in Poughkeepsie.

Rather than the approach that divides an area into contrasting residential, commercial, and industrial land use catego-
ries, the Greenway Compact Program starts by looking at interrelated landscape patterns, especially those that make
continuous connections. Compared to a parcel-by-parcel land use map, landscape patterns involve a wider perspective,
a relationship with the underlying topographical and natural systems, and an understanding of settlement traditions.

Natural landscape patterns include ridgelines, mountainous areas, and steep slopes, as well as lowlying wetlands,
floodplains, and major waterways. Developed landscape patterns include contiguous farmlands, settlement centers
(cities, villages, and major hamlets), and existing suburbs, along with the road, rail, and trail systems that provide the
linkages between places. By mapping these and other landscape patterns and agreeing to basic design principles, we
begin to construct a countywide framework of open space systems and connecting paths. The Greenway Guides section
will then illustrate specific ways to implement the key land use principles for each landscape pattern.




