Earn It
If participants do not require Drive It because they
have a valid driver’s license, they may jump to Earn It.
Vehicle - Qualifying individuals may receive a car
through the Vehicle Ownership component of the
Way to Work Dutchess program.
Vehicle Registration Services - For those who
receive a car, there is funding available for
registration fees.
Vehicle Insurance Services - Way to Work
Dutchess will also provide limited funding for car
insurance.
Defensive Driving Course – Funds to pay for this
course are available ONLY for individuals who
are receiving a vehicle through the Way to Work
Program. The course will be completed before
delivery of the vehicle.
Funds to pay for registration and insurance
deposits are not available through this Program
for individuals who are not receiving a vehicle
from the Program.

Car Care 101 - Car Care Classroom
Individuals will take this workshop to discuss how
you can get the most out of your experience as a
vehicle owner. When should you schedule maintenance? What are those noises coming from your
vehicle? How do you handle a car emergency such
as a dead battery? These questions and more will
be answered.

Car Care 102 - Taking it to the Streets
This workshop will cover the basics of car ownership such as how to jumpstart a vehicle, check
your oil, how to change a tire, and much more.

Donate It

WAY TO
WORK DUTCHESS
Employment Empowerment Program

Way to Work Dutchess, a transportation solutions
program, needs individuals from Dutchess
County to donate their used vehicles to be given
to our eligible program participants. Donated
cars will either be repaired with program funds
or recycled for cash. The cash will go toward
drivers’ licenses for participants or car repairs.
The repairable cars will go to qualified lowincome county residents so they can obtain,
maintain, or improve their employment. Donated
vehicles should need $1,500 or less in repairs
and be recently registered and insured. Vehicle
donations to the program are tax-deductible.

Contact Info
Nancy DeWitt,
Assistant Director, Workforce Investment Board
845-249-4642
ndewitt@dcwib.org

Dutchess County Workforce Investment Board
3 Neptune Road
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601

Mission Statement
Way to Work Dutchess is dedicated to
empowering program participants with
transportation solutions. Our goal is connecting
participants with community partners in a circle
of support keeping people working, sustaining
their independence, and keeping Dutchess
County thriving.
Way to Work is a partnership between Dutchess
County Community & Family Services and
Dutchess County Workforce Investment Board.
This program is designed to assist qualified
participants obtain permits, licenses, learn how
to maintain a car, and potentially acquire a car.
Participants must attend budgeting trainings and
various workshops.
Program recipients are chosen based on their
work-related need for transportation, have a
temporary need of assistance and other specific
program guidelines. In addition, they must
display the perseverance and the commitment
necessary to take steps towards financial
independence.
There are four components to Way to Work
Dutchess: Learn It, Drive It, Earn It, and Donate It.

FINANCIAL LITERACY
WORKSHOPS
Financial Bootcamp
This workshop is designed to drive
into a lifetime of good financial
habits. A solid budget and savings
commitment are the foundation of
your financial plan.

• Create good financial habits
• Establish a budget
• Cut expenses
• Set savings goals
• Challenge yourself to make every category in
your budget more efficient
• Discover how to reduce your expenses and
build an emergency fund

Money Matters

Being good with money is about more than just
making ends meet. Life is much easier when you
have good financial skills. This workshop will help
you identify your earning potential by gaining a
grasp of:
• Understanding employee earnings
statements, paychecks, timecard sheets,
income, health insurance, deductions, and
other aspects related to salary
• Account types
• Service options
• Transaction tracking
• Identity Protection

Getting to the Core of Your Credit Score
Colorful credit? We can help!

Learn It
The Way to Work program requires that participants attend a series of workshops. Financial
Literacy and Car Care Literacy seminars are a
pre-requisite before services will be received.

• Learn what your credit score contains
• Who can see your credit score?
• How your credit score impacts your financial life
• How your credit score impacts your
professional life
• Identify techniques to improve your credit score

CAR CARE LITERACY
Your Roadmap to Auto Buying

Buying a car is one of the single
biggest purchases you’ll
make in your lifetime,
and it’s natural to feel
a bit overwhelmed
or even confused.
The good news is
that buying a car
doesn’t have to
be overwhelming or
confusing; there is more
information available than ever before and if you
use it to your advantage, the process isn’t so scary.
Before purchasing a vehicle, find out how to:
• Look for a quality used car
• Determine fuel, insurance, maintenance, and
repair costs before purchase
• Use Kelly Blue Book, Edmunds and Carfax to
ascertain car value
• Find the right car for you
• Negotiate the best price
• And so much more…

Drive It
Participants must:
• Complete the Learn It element as a
prerequisite to the Drive It component
• Take the 5-Hour Driving Course and earn a
certificate
• Partake in driving instruction
• Pass the DMV Road Test and earn their
driver’s license

