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“Owning your 
own business 

requires 
tremendous 
dedication, 

passion and 
creative spirit…”

- Brian Arnoff
Kitchen Sink Food & Drink 
Chef-Owner
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“By partnering with 
DCC and BOCES, 
we can equip the 
right people with 

the right skills, 
right now…”

— Sarah Lee
President and CEO  
Think Dutchess





Economic Impact
$405M





“It has motivated me to 
become not just a great 

person, but a great student.  
E-TECH changed my life, It’s 

the first time I feel like I belong 
to something.”

- E-TECH Student
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Cuomo threatens local funds if
MONDAY, February 13th, 2017 - syracuse.com - The Post-Standard 

ALBANY, N.Y. -- More than $700 million hangs in 

the balance for local towns and cities if state 

lawmakers don't go along with Gov. Andrew 

Cuomo's proposal that aims to consolidate local 

government services.  

The governor's budget released this year says that 

spending $715 million in aid for municipalities -- 

known as AIM funds -- is "contingent upon the 

enactment of the ... county-wide shared services 

property tax savings plans."  

That's a reference to Cuomo's proposal that, if 

approved by the state legislature, would require 

county executives to develop a plan to streamline 

services across various local governments 

statewide. 

If state legislators approve Cuomo's proposal, that 

doesn't mean local governments will consolidate or 

transfer services. But it does force leaders to come 

up with a plan and for that plan to go on the ballot 

for voters' consideration in November.Cuomo 

wants local governments to share services and 

become more efficient as a way to reduce property 

taxes.  

Last week, the Consensus commission on local 

government modernization released its plan that 

would create a metropolitan government in 

Onondaga County and, in doing so, potentially save 

taxpayers $33 million. 

Plans like Consensus' and others like it are what local residents would 

have a chance to vote on if the governor's proposal is approved.  

The plan that ultimately reaches the ballot in Onondaga County could 

differ from what Consensus proposed, but it's an example of the types 

of plans Cuomo said will reduce property tax burdens.  

Assemblyman Al Stirpe (D-Cicero) said tying the $715 million in aid 

to the governor's proposal is the wrong approach, and the governor 

should instead offer lawmakers "a carrot", not "a stick", to encourage 

productive negotiations on the issue.  

He said, however, that he thought it was unlikely that the money 

would be withheld from municipalities.  

The city of Syracuse relied on the AIM funds as its second-highest 

source of revenue during the 2017 fiscal year, second only to sales 

tax, according to the city's budget. 

Morris Peters, a spokesman for the governor's office, said the AIM 

money was tied to the consolidation proposal because the public 

deserves a chance to vote on making local government more efficient. 

He said the consolidation proposal is a "smart idea" that the 

governor's office expects to see passed. 

Peters, in an interview with Syracuse.com on Friday, would not 

directly address why the governor's office potentially put the AIM 

funds in jeopardy to pass the consolidation proposal.  

"We're always advocating on behalf of taxpayers," he said. 

Peter Baynes, the executive director of the New York Conference of 

Mayors, said the AIM funds are crucial sources of funding and 

questioned the governor's tactic in pushing his consolidation 

proposal.  

He suggested the AIM funds would probably still go to where 

they are needed but that ultimately it "depends on how much 

Cuomo cares" about his consolidation proposal. 

Baynes also said that if Cuomo were serious about reducing 

property tax burdens, he would increase -- not threaten to cut 

-- AIM funds, which he said allow municipal governments to 

handle costs they would otherwise pass on to taxpayers. 

Budget negotiations are ongoing, but lawmakers in recent 

years have passed the spending plan by the beginning of the 

April 1 fiscal year. 

Patrick Lohmann | plohmann@syracuse.com By 

Patrick Lohmann | plohmann@syracuse.com  

Email the author | Follow on Twitter  

on February 13, 2017 at 12:48 PM, updated February 

13, 2017 at 5:03 PM

lawmakers don't pass

consolidation plan
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“ W E  A R E  W I L L I N G  T O  B E  T H E  
S TAT E ’ S  PA RT N E R  ,  B U T  W E  

W I L L  N O T  B E  T H E I R  
S C A P E G O AT.

PA RT N E R

— Hon. William Cherry
President, New York State 
Association of Counties
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E V E RY DAY:
People initiate non-medical use of 
prescription opioids for the first 
time.

People use heroin for the first time.

People die from an opioid-related 
overdose.

3,900
580
78

*National Association of Counties Data
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“Our veterans deserve 
unyielding gratitude, we are 

committed to assisting 
them as they transition 

back into the community…”

- Nelson Eddy Rivera
Dutchess County  Division of 
Veterans Services, Director
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