BUDGET, FINANCE, AND PERSONNEL COMMITTEE
OF THE
DUTCHESS COUNTY LEGISLATURE
Thursday, July 9, 2020

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, that pursuant to Executive Order No. 202.1, as extended by
Executive Orders 202.14, 202.28, 202.38, and 202.48 issued by Governor Cuomo, and
due to the public health and safety concerns associated with the COVID-19 virus, the
Dutchess County Legislature conducted the July 9, 2020, Committee Meeting remotely.
The public was not permitted to attend this meeting in person. Public comment was accepted by
email on agenda items until 5:00 PM on July 9, 2020, to countylegislature@dutchessny.gov.
499 comments were received and are attached hereto.
Committee Chair Truitt called the committee to order at 5:30 p.m.

PRESENT

12

ABSENT:

0

PRESENT/LATE:

0

ATKINS, BOLNER, CASWELL, EDWARDS, JOHNSON,
KEITH, METZGER, PAGE, POLASEK, PULVER, SAGLIANO,
and TRUITT

QUORUM PRESENT
2020108 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CERTAIN COUNTY PRELIMINARY
EXPENSES IN CONNECTION WITH THE PLANNING FOR THE PROPOSED URBAN
TRAIL SYSTEM ALONG THE FORMER CSX RAILROAD CORRIDOR, IN AND FOR THE
COUNTY OF DUTCHESS, NEW YORK, AT A MAXIMUM ESTIMATED COST OF
$757,500, AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $757,500 BONDS OF SAID COUNTY
TO PAY THE COST THEREOF
The foregoing resolution was on for discussion only.
2020109 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF AN ADDITIONAL
$1,020,000 BONDS OF THE COUNTY OF DUTCHESS, NEW YORK, TO PAY PART OF
THE COST OF THE BRIDGE, CULVERT AND HIGHWAY IMPROVEMENTS RELATING
TO RESOLUTION NO. 2018097, IN AND FOR SAID COUNTY AND REPEALING
BORROWING AUTHORITY IN AN EQUAL AMOUNT RELATING TO RESOLUTION
NOS. 2016112 AND 2017065
The foregoing resolution was on for discussion only.

2020110 AUTHORIZING GRANT AGREEMENT WITH THE UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT AND AMENDING THE
2020 ADOPTED COUNTY BUDGET AS IT PERTAINS TO THE DEPARTMENT OF
PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT
On motion by Majority Leader Bolner, duly seconded by Assistant Majority Leader Metzger, the
foregoing resolution was unanimously adopted by the Budget, Finance, & Personnel Committee.
2020111 REAPPOINTMENTS TO THE CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
On motion by Majority Leader Bolner, duly seconded by Assistant Majority Leader Metzger, the
foregoing resolution was unanimously adopted by the Budget, Finance, & Personnel Committee.
2020112 ADOPTION OF NEGATIVE DECLARATION WITH RESPECT TO LANDOWNER
REQUESTS TO INCLUDE PROPERTY WITHIN AN EXISTING DUTCHESS COUNTY
AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT
On motion by Majority Leader Bolner, duly seconded by Assistant Majority Leader Metzger, the
foregoing resolution was unanimously adopted by the Budget, Finance, & Personnel Committee.
2020113 PROPERTY OWNER REQUESTS TO BE INCLUDED WITHIN DUTCHESS
COUNTY’S CERTIFIED AGRICULTURAL DISTRICTS 20, 21, 22, AND 23
On motion by Majority Leader Bolner, duly seconded by Assistant Majority Leader Metzger, the
foregoing resolution was unanimously adopted by the Budget, Finance, & Personnel Committee.
2020114 ADOPTION OF DUTCHESS COMMUNITY COLLEGE BUDGET
Majority Leader Bolner, duly seconded by Assistant Majority Leader Metzger, moved the
foregoing resolution. Discussion on Resolution No. 2020114 proceeded as follows:
Legislator Pulver made a motion, duly seconded by Majority Leader Bolner, to amend the
resolution as follows:
WHEREAS, the requirement for operating expenditures has been determined to be
$58,454,579, and
WHEREAS, the Operating Budget for Dutchess Community College includes full
funding for 10 new students to enter the Think Ahead program each semester as well as
continued funding for the students already enrolled in the program, and said budget is
inclusive in covering all associated and related costs in the continued operation of the
Think Ahead program, and
WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 2020-45, the Board of Trustees of Dutchess Community
College did approve such budget, now, therefore, be it
The foregoing motion was unanimously adopted.

Legislator Munn called a point of order due to the inability to hear Minority Leader Edwards
speak via Zoom.
Committee Chair Truitt recognized the point of order and asked Minority Leader Edwards to
repeat her comment.
The foregoing resolution was unanimously adopted by the Budget, Finance, & Personnel
Committee.
2020115 REQUESTING A FEASIBILITY STUDY FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF A
YOUTH COURT OR YOUTH RESTORATIVE JUSTICE PROGRAM
Majority Leader Bolner, duly seconded by Assistant Majority Leader Metzger, moved the
foregoing resolution. Discussion on Resolution No. 2020115 proceeded as follows:
Majority Leader Bolner moved, which was seconded and carried, to table the foregoing
resolution with Legislator Edwards voting no.
Minority Leader Edwards called a point of order to ask if there was discussion on a motion to
table.
Committee Chair Truitt recognized the point of order and asked for Legislative Counsel
Hagstrom to comment.
Legislative Counsel Hagstrom responded no.
The foregoing resolution was tabled.
2020116 RESCINDING AUTHORIZATION FOR BONDS RELATED TO THE JUSTICE
AND TRANSITION PROJECT
Minority Leader Edwards, duly seconded by Assistant Minority Leader Page, moved the
foregoing resolution. Discussion on Resolution No. 2020116 proceeded as follows:
Legislator Black called a point of order due to being unable to hear what the Clerk of the
Legislature had stated.
Committee Chair Truitt acknowledged the point of order and asked the Clerk of the Legislature
to repeat the title of the foregoing resolution.
Legislative Counsel Hagstrom called a point of order regarding bad feedback from the Zoom
platform.
Committee Chair Truitt recognized the point of order and asked for all volumes to be turned off.
Legislator Sagliano called for a point of order because he was having difficulty hearing.
Committee Chair Truitt requested Legislator Sagliano to serve as Temporary Committee Chair
so that he could comment on the resolution.

Temporary Committee Chair Sagliano recognized Legislator Truitt to speak on the resolution.
Legislator Truitt spoke in support of the resolution.
Temporary Committee Chair Sagliano re-recognized Legislator Truitt as Chair of the Committee.
Minority Leader Edwards called point of order regarding Committee Chair Truitt speaking from
Chair.
Committee Chair Truitt did not recognize the point of order.
Legislator Zernike called point of order regarding Committee Chair Truitt speaking from the
Chair.
Committee Chair Truitt did not recognize the point of order.
Roll call on the foregoing resolution resulted as follows:
AYES:

4

ATKINS, EDWARDS, JOHNSON, PAGE,

NAYS:

8

BOLNER, CASWELL KEITH, METZGER POLASEK, PULVER,
SAGLIANO, and TRUITT

ABSENT:

0

The foregoing resolution is defeated.
2020117 EXTENSION OF TAXES ON SALES AND USES OF TANGIBLE PERSONAL
PROPERTY AND OF CERTAIN SERVICES, ON OCCUPANCY OF HOTEL ROOMS AND
ON AMUSEMENT CHARGES PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 29 OF THE TAX LAW OF THE
STATE OF NEW YORK
On motion by Majority Leader Bolner, duly seconded by Assistant Majority Leader Metzger, the
foregoing resolution was unanimously adopted by the Budget, Finance, & Personnel Committee.
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned.

Begin forwarded message:
From: John Pontillo < ipontillo 2 @ aol.com>
Date: July 8, 2020 at 8:16:34 AM EDT
To: "Llaverias, Giancarlo " <gllaverias @ dutchessny.gov> "Sagliano, Don" <dsagliano @ dutchessnv.gov>
" Polasek, Michael” <mpolasek @ dutchessny.gov>, " Black, Hannah" <hblackdc4 @ gmail.com> " Keith,
Thomas L." <tkeith @ dutchessnv.gov > " Edwards, Rebecca " <redutchess 6@ gmail.com>, " Truitt, Will"
<wtruitt @ dutchessnv.gov>, "Brendli, Craig" <cbrendii@dutchessnv.gov>, "Johnson, Randy"
<riohnson @ dutchessnv.gov> " Atkins, Barrington R." <bratkins @ dutchessnv.gov> "Kearney, Brennan"
<bkearnev @ dutchessnv.gov> "Metzger, John D." <metzger4dc @gmail.com> " Bolner, Donna "
< dbolner @ dutchessnv.gov> "Paoloni, Lisa " <lpaoloni@ dutchessnv.gov> "Cavaccini, Joseph"
<icavaccini @ dutchessnv.gov>, "Zernike, Frits" <fzernike@dutchessnv.gov> "McHoul, Douglas A."
< dmchoul@ dutchessnv.gov> "Page, Nick" <npage @ dutchessnv.gov> "Pulver, Gregg"
< gpulver @ dutchessnv.gov> "Munn, Kristofer" <kmunn @ dutchessnv.gov> "Caswell, Stephen"
<scaswell@ dutchessnv.gov> " Garito, Faye " <fgarito @ dutchessnv.gov> "Hauser, Edward"
<ehauser @ dutchessnv.gov> "Surman, Alan" < alansurman@ optimum.net> " Houston, Deirdre"
<dhouston@ d utchessny.gov >
Subject: RESOLUTION NO. 2020111 - consider removing re-appointment of Branka Bryan - Citizens
Advisory Committee for Domestic Violence
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ATTENTION : This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected

Legislators,
I received an answer from the Board of Ethics and read their opinion to the Legislature. Maybe I need to
make myself more clear and provide additional reasons why Branka Bryan should not be appointed as
an advisor to the Citizens Advisory Committee for Domestic Violence.

I believe that Branka Bryan is a shadow lobbyist for Grace Smith House , Inc, as she
is their Executive Director.
1 believe she is advocating and influencing policy that can help ultimately help the bottom line of Grace
Smith House. Grace Smith House receives money approved by the legislature directly and indirectly
through other county departments that receive county funds. This in itself has the APPEARANCE of
CONFLICT OF INTEREST.

It should also be known that the Chair for Board of Directors for Grace Smith House is Lori Rolison , the
mayor of City of Poughkeepsie ' s wife. Another appearance and conflict of interest in so many ways.

This is very concerning to have someone on an advisory committee for domestic violence that works for
an organization that has a blatant bias against men.
I am SURE that the intention of the founder, Grace Stewart Ewing Smith, would NOT approve of the bias
going on against men. And how Grace Smith House is actually stirring the pot at the family court house
with their "advocates" filing petitions with false allegations. Mrs Smith had good relationships with the

men in her life from her own father and also 2 husbands. One of her husbands was a VETERAN who
died tragically in [CORRECTED] 1927. She would most likely be appalled at how this organization is using
its influence to impact the lives of many in a negative way. Anyone who disputes my statement can talk
to me and I will share my own personal experiences currently pending in that courthouse and the
dragging of feet by our District Attorney . Want to know more ? Inquire into case 2020-25958 with the
Dutchess County Sheriff I have written to the legislature before about Grace Smith House admission by
silence and their the failure to assert that my declaration is untrue.

.

Branka Bryant may have been tapped as advisor because of her role at Grace Smith house for the past
10 years prior to her roie as Executive Director. This is concerning because:
1) Grace Smith House, Inc is not completely transparent on their own website. Numbers posted hide
systemic biases against men.

For instance, out of the 453 requests for shelter, how many of them were men ?
Out of the 214 adults who received Advocacy and Support services how many of them were men?
Out of the 1030 orders of protections in family court how many were to help men?

What would be so hard to reveal these numbers ? For past years their "POLICY'' was not to reveal how
many men they shelter I never believed it was because of " policy " I beleive it was because there were
NO Men. After 38 years of service, they never helped men? They finally reveal that they helped 3 men
last year. Only 3 men ? Why? Because men are not coming for help ? Why not? Could it be that Grace
Smith House is not letting them know they can help them ? It’s the small things. Like the fact that there
are domestic violence posters in the Women 's Room in the family courthouse, and NONE in the mens
room. Why not ?

.

.

Why does it matter how many of 453 requests for shelter were men ? Because if only 10 of those 453
requests for shelter were men, then why did they not house 13 men last year and 77 woman? instead
of 3 men and 87 woman?

2 ) Grace Smith House Audits performed by Dutchess County reveal weaknesses in their accounting
practices. Questionable practices that after 3 audits still reveal they are not fixing their
problems. Branka Bryan proudly reveals she worked for 10 years for Grace Smith House before she
became director.

3 ) Grace Smith House CENSORS reasonable questions and comments on social media. WHY would
they censor ? Why can 't they answer ? What have they got to hide?
4 ) Grace Smith House may not be an equal opportunity employer. They have never revealed the
number of men who work at their facility. Any photos online of their meetings reveal a sea of
woman. This creates a stigma that men are not welcome.

5 ) Grace Smith House will not respond to requests for training materials used by their advocates at
the family courthouse that is going to be used in a report to the legislature and Judge Egitto.

Please take my comments above into consideration and do not approve Branka Bryan as she, as
director of Grace Smith House is not considering all aspects of domestic violence within the County of
Dutchess as outlined in the original resolution in 1989. There is lack of transparency going on and we
simply cannot have that as a representative on this committee.
Regards,

John Pontiilo
45 Kensington Drive
Hopewell Junction, NY 12533
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November 13 1989

WHEREAS, after extensive study, the Dutchess County Legislature has de termined that domestic violence la a serious problem In Dutchess County , and
WHEREAS, domestic violence is a problem which affects all segments of our
community, and

WHEREAS, in order to properly carry out Ita legislative function with reaped
to domestic violence, it is appropriate lor the County Legislature to solicit and
consider advice and recommendations from the community - at large with re spect to this problem , now , therefore, he. 11
RESOLVED, that the Dutchess County Legislature does hereby create a
citizens advisory committee to be knmvn as the "Citizens Advisory Committee on
Domestic Violence", said committee to constat of seven members , said members
to be appointed by Lhc Chairman of the County Legislature, subject to confirma tion by the County Legislature , and the Chairman of which committee shall be
appointed by the committee members, and , be U further
RESOLVED , that such committee ahafJconaider ahasjgeciU of domestic
^
' anT’iEftaTrpcrTofricaTly
violence within the County of DutchesT
eport to the
,
County Legislature with respect thereto

i
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resulted
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loilows:

Ayes: 34

Nays: 0
Absent: t
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Roberts.

Resolution adopted.
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Dutchess County 2014/2015 audit
The Agency’s accounting processes and internal controls for daily operations were reviewed.

Findings

•

•
•

•

Petty Cash procedures were not properly designed and effectively executed.
Claiming duties were not properly segregated.
Errors were noted in claim reimbursement requests.
Claim reimbursements were not submitted timely to the county for several DCFS programs.

Recommendations
o Petty Cash procedures should be consistent with best practices. While conducting our review the
agency was notified of our concerns and immediately reviewed and instituted policies and
procedures in accordance with best practices for the handling of cash receipts and petty cash.
o Additional attention is necessary to design duty segregation for the claiming responsibilities,
o Additional oversight by multiple individuals should alleviate claim reimbursement errors,
o Timely submission of claim reimbursements will ensure cash flow.
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Claiming and Petty Cash practices
Petty Cash practices were
changed during our review

.

Additional oversight and
monitoring claim processes should
be pul In place to ensure accurate
records and timely claims
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Begin forwarded message:

From: John Pontillo <ipontillo2@ aol.com>
Subject: Code of Ethics Complaints regarding Branka Bryan on the Citizens Advisory
Committee for Domestic Violence
Date: June 17, 2020 at 9:25: 59 AM EDT
To: ccullen@dutchessnv.gov
Cc: countvleqislature@dutchessnv.gov
Mr. Cullen,
I understand Branka Bryan’s term appears to be coming to an end but she should not be
considered moving forward. Although it may appear on the surface her input could be valuable being a
citizen but also as the Director of Grace Smith House, it is a conflict of interest because Grace Smith
House receives money approved by the County Legislature budget. Whether she was interim or
permanent director since her term started, she should of resigned immediately from this committee.

Also, her organization absolutely FAILS to address the systemic bias against men in this county. After
decades of receiving money from the county, they only housed 3 men in their shelter last year.
This is a pathetic number and despite years of telling the public they don't publicize the gender
breakdown and statistics, it' s more because they had NO statistics on men. Grace Smith House has NOT
denied its involvement in a recent petition filed with false allegations with the use of one of its

advocates. How can this woman be on the Domestic Violence advisory committee with such
discrimination against men and the funding of harassment against fathers in this county ?

Regards,
John Pontillo

Our Impact
In 2019, Grace Smith House:

Provided emergency shelter and services to 87 women, three men and 61 children.

Fielded 1,721 calls to our 24- hour hotline.
Served 19 adults and 32 children in our transitional housing program.

Provided advocacy and support services to 214 adults and 101 children in our non-residential program.
Educated 7,019 middle and high school students about bullying, teen dating violence and more .
Provided bilingual services to 79 Latina/Latino clients.
Helped file 1,030 Orders of Protection In family court.
Accompanied 157 victims of domestic violence to court, a total of 440 times.
Educated 172 healthcare providers about domestic violence.
Had to turn away 453 requests for shelter due to lack of space.

Begin forwarded message:

From: John Pontillo <ipontillo 2@aol. com>
Subject: Code of Ethics Complaints regarding Branka Bryan on the Citizens Advisory
Committee for Domestic Violence
Date: June 17, 2020 at 9:25:59 AM EDI
To: ccullen@dutchessnv.gov
Cc: countvlegislature@dutchessnv. gov
Mr. Cullen,
I understand Branka Bryan's term appears to be coming to an end but she should not be
considered moving forward. Although it may appear on the surface her input could be valuable being a
citizen but also as the Director of Grace Smith House, it is a conflict of interest because Grace Smith
House receives money approved by the County Legislature budget. Whether she was interim or
permanent director since her term started, she should of resigned immediately from this committee.

Also, her organization absolutely FAILS to address the systemic bias against men in this county. After
decades of receiving money from the county, they only housed 3 men in their shelter last year.

This is a pathetic number and despite years of telling the public they don't publicize the gender
breakdown and statistics, it' s more because they had NO statistics on men. Grace Smith House has also
denied its involvement in a recent petition filed with false allegations with the use of one of its
advocates. How can this woman be on the Domestic Violence advisory committee with such
discrimination against men and the funding of harassment against fathers in this county ?

Regards,
John Pontillo

Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Jules Eddy <jueddy19 @ gmail.com>
Thursday, June 11, 2020 3:54 PM
sheriffbutch@gmail.com; countyexec; CountyLegislature; Kendall, Bradford; comptroller;
DistrictAttorney; jbaisley@townofpoughkeepsie- ny.gov;
jrenihan@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; bill.carlos @aol.com;
jlopez@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; Michaeicifone@ aol.com;
mwoolever@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; ashershin@yahoo.com;
fsalvatore@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov
Refund Poughkeepsie, Defund Police
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To Poughkeepsie Town Officials:
My name is Jules and i am a resident of the City of Poughkeepsie.

Given the historic , social, and political origins of police and policing, In conjunction with the recent nationwide protests reflecting the
antiBlack deaths of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Tony McDade l am contacting you because I am demanding you to redirect
money away from the Poughkeepsie Police Department and prioritize collective services that will help improve the socio-economic
conditions of Poughkeepsie's predominately Black communities.
Subsequently, a majority of teachers are at serious risk of losing their positions as well the youth losing the essential human right to
learn and receive a formal education. As such, the Poughkeepsie City School District has stated the following:

The Poughkeepsie City School District is proposing to eliminate 48 positions, including teachers, administrators and support staff, as it
attempts to erase a $2.6 million deficit for its 2020- 21 budget The board voted Wednesday to eliminate positions for elementary
assistant principals, the Poughkeepsie High School dean of students, the assistant to the superintendent and a position that had yet to
be filled for the director of grants and advancement,
Superintendent Eric Rosser said the cuts, most of which have yet to be voted on, are necessary to overcome financial challenges that
include decreases in state aid, the loss of building aid, increases in operating costs, and other financial obligations. Some, but not all, of
those losses are related to hardships created by the coronavirus pandemic.

He said as the administration continues to finalize Its budget he may have to consider more eliminations, School budget votes, which
were to take place May 19, were delayed until a date to be determined after June 1.
"Of course in this district we are not looking to take away valuable members of our organization that support student learning, but it is
our hope that we would be able to retain our staff members, because each member is in the position to meet the varying needs of our
children,” Rosser said to the district board of education Wednesday, "Unfortunately, given our budgetary situation we are forced to
move in this direction, it is not a good direction that I, as a superintendent, or even as an educator, would recommend However, when
you don’t have the ability to meet people's payroll or salary you have to move in the direction of a budget that we will be able to meet
the payroll.”

.

When contacted by the Journal, Board President Felicia Watson declined to answer questions regarding the moves, but said "The
board awaits the presentation of the final budget that the superintendent will be holistically presenting soon."
The layoffs, if approved, would include 27 teacher positions, 11 administrator positions, and 10 support staff positions, as well as the
restructuring of some central office positions. Rosser noted the eliminations do not necessarily mean 48 staff members will be laid off,
given some positions are vacant due to retirements and other transitions

.

-

Administrative positions eliminated would include the P Tech program principal, the PACE (Poughkeepsie Academic and Career
Excellence) program principal, the PACE assistant principal, the high school dean of students, five elementary assistant principals, the
assistant to the superintendent, and the director of grants and advancement.
The proposed layoffs would result in around $3 million of savings, Rosser said the eliminations are likely to happen given the
economic uncertainty amid the pandemic, and the district could see more eliminations as the budget is finalized.
He said more eliminations will be voted on by the board Wednesday, May 6

.

When asked by the board at the meeting how the schools will continue to provide services, Rosser did not have an answer.
452

In addition to the lack of funding in schools, County Executive Marc Molinaro has reported that 2019 was a strong "fiscal” year, in
particular response to the COVID-19 pandemic, stating:
"Expenses totaled $ 471.2 million, while revenue added up to $472.6 million. Additionally, sales tax revenue increased by $9.1 million,
a 4.6% Increase over 2018 The county also ended the fiscal year with $56.9 million In Its general fund balance."

.

.

Moreover, "...[Revenues increased in 2019, even as expenditures also increased in several areas That included a $7.6 million cost
increase to the Dutchess County Sheriffs Employee Association for union contract settlements, positions, employee benefits and debt
service."
Ultimately, the allocation of funds that have been attributed to the Poughkeepsie police department in contrast to the funding towards
schools, is both erring and telling. I yearn to know what you will do to protect Black lives and prevent further instances of police-statesanctioned violence, the emotional, social, and educational well-being of Black lives. I am calling to urge you to condemn police
brutality, racial profiling, and the use of excessive force by police on oppressed communities.

Sincerely,
Jules Eddy
421 Baker St, Poughkeepsie NY 12603
lueddvl 9@qmati.com

453

Morris, Carolyn
briana sciacovelli < brianasciac @ gmail.com>
Thursday, June 11, 2020 4:08 PM
sheriffbutch@ gmail.com; countyexec; CountyLegislature; Kendall, Bradford; comptroller;
DistrictAttorney; jbaisley@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny gov;
jrenihan@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; bill.carlos@ aol.com;
jlopez@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; Michaelcifone@ aol.com;
mwoolever@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; ashershin@yahoo.com;
fsalvatore@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov
You Need to Take Action - STOP THE GENTRIFICATION OF PK
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To Poughkeepsie Town Officials:

.

My name is Briana and I am a resident of Poughkeepsie

Given the historic, social, and political origins of police and policing, in conjunction with the recent nationwide protests
reflecting the antiBlack deaths of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Tony McDade I am contacting you because I am
demanding you to redirect money away from the Poughkeepsie Police Department and prioritize collective services that
will help improve the socio-economic conditions of Poughkeepsie’s predominately Black communities.

Subsequently, a majority of teachers are at serious risk of losing their positions as well the youth losing the essential
human right to learn and receive a formal education. As such, the Poughkeepsie City School District has stated the
following:
The Poughkeepsie City School District is proposing to eliminate 48 positions, including teachers, administrators and
support staff, as it attempts to erase a $ 2.6 million deficit for its 2020- 21 budget. The board voted Wednesday to
eliminate positions for elementary assistant principals, the Poughkeepsie High School dean of students, the assistant to
the superintendent and a position that had yet to be filled for the director of grants and advancement.

Superintendent Eric Rosser said the cuts, most of which have yet to be voted on, are necessary to overcome financial
challenges that include decreases in state aid, the loss of building aid, increases in operating costs, and other financial
obligations. Some, but not ail, of those losses are related to hardships created by the coronavirus pandemic

.

He said as the administration continues to finalize its budget he may have to consider more eliminations. School budget
votes, which were to take place May 19, were delayed until a date to be determined after June 1.

" Of course in this district we are not looking to take away valuable-members of our organization that support student
learning, but it is our hope that we would be able to retain our staff members, because each member is in the position

.

to meet the varying needs of our children," Rosser said to the district board of education Wednesday "Unfortunately,
given our budgetary situation we are forced to move in this direction it is not a good direction that I, as a
superintendent, or even as an educator, would recommend However, when you don t have the ability to meet people's

.

,

’

payroll or salary you have to move in the direction of a budget that we will be able to meet the payroll."

When contacted by the Journal, Board President Felicia Watson declined to answer questions regarding the moves, but
said "The board awaits the presentation of the final budget that the superintendent will be holistically presenting soon."
The layoffs, if approved, would include 27 teacher positions, 11 administrator positions, and 10 support staff positions,
450

as well as the restructuring of some central office positions. Rosser noted the eliminations do not necessarily mean 48
staff members will be laid off, given some positions are vacant due to retirements and other transitions.

Administrative positions eliminated would include the P-Tech program principal, the PACE (Poughkeepsie Academic and
Career Excellence) program principal, the PACE assistant principal, the high school dean of students, five elementary
assistant principals, the assistant to the superintendent, and the director of grants and advancement

.

The proposed layoffs would result in around $3 million of savings. Rosser said theeliminations are likely to happen given
the economic uncertainty amid the pandemic, and the district could see more eliminations as the budget is finalized.
He said more eliminations will be voted on by the board Wednesday, May 6,

When asked by the board at the meeting how the schools will continue to provide services, Rosser did not have an

.

answer

In addition to the lack of funding in schools, County Executive Marc Molinaro has reported that 2019 was a strong
"fiscal" year, in particular response to the COVID-19 pandemic, stating:

" Expenses totaled $ 471.2 million, while revenue added up to $472.6 million. Additionally, sales tax revenue increased by
$9.1 million, a 4.6% increase over 2018. The county also ended the fiscal year with $ 56.9 million in its general fund
balance."

.

.

Moreover, ".. [rjevenues increased in 2019, even as expenditures also increased in several areas That included a $ 7.6
million cost increase to the Dutchess County Sheriffs Employee Association for union contract settlements, positions,
employee benefits and debt service."

Ultimately, the allocation of funds that have been attributed to the Poughkeepsie police department in contrast to the
funding towards schools, is both erring and telling. I yearn to know what you will do to protect Black lives and prevent
further instances of poiice-state-sanctioned violence, the emotional, social, and educational well-being of Black lives. I
am calling to urge you to condemn police brutality, racial profiling, and the use of excessive force by- police on oppressed
communities

.

Sincerely,
Briana

Poughkeepsie, NY
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Melissa Hoffmann <mhoffmann@vassar.edu>
Thursday, June 11, 2020 4:18 PM
sheriffbutch@ gmail.com; countyexec; CountyLegislature; Kendall, Bradford; comptroller;
DistrictAttomey; jbaisley@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov;
jrenihan@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; bill.carlos@aol.com;
jlopez@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; Michaelcifone@ aol.com;
mwoolever @ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; ashershin@yahoo.com;
fsalvatore@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov
Defund Poughkeepsie Police Department

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders
or unexpected emails.

To Poughkeepsie Town Officials:
My name is Melissa and I am a resident of Poughkeepsie.

Given the historic, social, and political origins of police and policing, in conjunction with the recent nationwide protests
reflecting the antiBlack deaths of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Tony McDade I am contacting you because I am
demanding you to redirect money away from the Poughkeepsie Police Department and prioritize collective services that
will help improve the socio-economic conditions of Poughkeepsie 's predominately- Black communities.

Subsequently, a majority of teachers are at serious risk of losing their positions as well the youth losingthe essential
human right to learn and receive a formal education. As such, the Poughkeepsie City School District has stated the
following:

The Poughkeepsie City School District is proposing to eliminate 48 positions, including teachers, administrators and
support staff, as it attempts to erase a $2.6 million deficit for its 2020-21 budget. The board voted Wednesday to
eliminate positions for elementary assistant principals, the Poughkeepsie High School dean of students, the assistant to
the superintendent and a position that had yet to be filled for the director of grants and advancement

.

Superintendent Eric Rosser said the cuts, most of which have yet to be voted on, are necessary to overcome financial
challenges that include decreases in state aid, the loss of building aid, increases in operating costs, and other financial
obligations. Some, but not all, of those losses are related to hardships created by the coronavirus pandemic

.

.

He said as the administration continues to finalize its budget he may have to consider more eliminations School budget
votes, which were to take place May 19, were delayed until a date to be determined after June 1.

"Of course in this district we are not looking to take away valuable members of our organization that support student
learning, but it is our hope that we would be able to retain our staff members, because each member is in the position

.

to meet the varying needs of our children," Rosser said to the district board of education Wednesday "Unfortunately,
given our budgetary situation we are forced to move in this direction, it is not a good direction that I, as a
superintendent, or even as an educator, would recommend. However, when you don't have the ability to meet people's
payroll or salary you have to move in the direction of a budget that we will be able to meet the payrolL "

When contacted by the Journal, Board President Felicia Watson declined to answer questions regarding the moves, but
said "The board awaits the presentation of the final budget that the superintendent will be holistically presenting soon."
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The layoffs, if approved, would include 27 teacher positions, 11 administrator positions, and 10 support staff positions,
as well as the restructuring of some central office positions. Rosser noted the eliminations do not necessarily mean 48
staff members will be laid off, given some positions are vacant due to retirements and other transitions.

Administrative positions eliminated would include the P-Tech program principal, the PACE (Poughkeepsie Academic and
Career Excellence ) program principal, the PACE assistant principal, the high school dean of students, five elementary
assistant principals, the assistant to the superintendent, and the director of grants and advancement.
The proposed layoffs would result in around $ 3 million of savings. Rosser said the eliminations are likely to happen given
the economic uncertainty amid the pandemic, and the district could see more eliminations as the budget is finalized.
He said more eliminations will be voted on by the board Wednesday, May 6.

When asked by the board at the meeting how the schools wilt continue to provide services, Rosser did not have an

.

answer

In addition to the lack of funding in schools, County Executive Marc Molinaro has reported that 2019 was a strong
"fiscal" year, in particular response to the COVID-19 pandemic, stating:

"Expenses totaled $ 471.2 million, while revenue added up to $472.6 million. Additionally, sales tax revenue increased by
$9.1 million, a 4.6% increase over 2018. The county also ended the fiscal year with $ 56.9 million in its general fund

balance."

.

Moreover, ". .[r]evenues increased In 2019, even as expenditures also increased in several areas. That included a $7.6
million cost increase to the Dutchess County Sheriffs Employee Association for union contract settlements, positions,
employee benefits and debt service."

Ultimately, the allocation of funds that have been attributed to the Poughkeepsie police department in contrast to the
funding towards schools, is both erring and telling. I yearn to know what you will do to protect Black lives and prevent
further instances of police-state-sanctioned violence, the emotional, social, and educational well-being of Black lives, i
am calling to urge you to condemn police brutality, racial profiling, and the use of excessive force by police on oppressed
communities.
Sincerely,

Melissa Hoffmann
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Morris, Carolyn
Jordan Taylor <jtmarsh1993@ gmail,com>
Thursday, June 11, 2020 4:47 PM
sheriffbutch@gmail com; countyexec; CountyLegislature; Kendall, Bradford; comptroller;
District Attorney; jbaisley@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny gov;
jrenihan@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny gov; biil.carlos@aol com;
jiopez@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; Michaeldfone@aol.com;
mwoolever @townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; ashershin@ yahoo com;
fsalvatore@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov

From:
Sent:
To:

.

.

.

.

.

Participatory Budgeting

Subject:

.

ATTENTION: This email came-from an external source Do not open attachments Or click on links fl:om unknown senders or T
-

.

•

.

-

.

unexpected entails

To Poughkeepsie Town Officials:

My name is JT and I am a resident of Poughkeepsie.

Given the historic, social, and political origins of police and policing, in conjunction with the recent nationwide protests
reflecting the antiBlack deaths of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Tony McDade 1 am contacting you because I am
demanding you to redirect money away from the Poughkeepsie Police Department and prioritize collective services that
will help improve the socio-economic conditions of Poughkeepsie ' s predominately Black communities.

Subsequently, a majority of teachers are at serious risk of losing their positions as well the youth losing the essential
human right to learn and receive a formal education. As such> the Poughkeepsie City School District has stated the
following:

The Poughkeepsie City School District is proposing to eliminate 48 positions, including teachers, administrators and
support staff, as it attempts to erase a $ 2.6 million deficit for its 2020-21 budget. The board voted Wednesday to
eliminate positions for elementary assistant principals, the Poughkeepsie High School dean of students, the assistant to
the superintendent and a position that had yet to be filled for the director of grants and advancement,
Superintendent Eric Rosser said the cuts, most of which have yet to be voted on, are necessary to overcome financial
challenges that include decreases in state aid, the loss of building aid, increases in operating costs, and other financial
obligations Some, but not all, of those losses are related to hardships created by the coronavirus pandemic

.

.

He said as the administration continues to finalize its budget he may have to consider more eliminations. School budget
votes, which were to take place May 19, were delayed until a date to be determined after June 1

.

"Of course in this district we are not looking to take away valuable members of our organization that support student

learning, but it is our hope that we would be able to retain our staff members, because each member is in the position
needs of our children," Rosser said to the district board of education Wednesday. "Unfortunately,
given our budgetary situation we are forced to move in this direction, it is not a good direction that I, as a
superintendent, or even as an educator, would recommend. However, when you don't have the ability to meet people 's
payroll or salary you have to move in the direction of a budget that we will be able to meet the payroll."
to meet the varying

,

When contacted by the Journal, Board President Felicia Watson declined to answer questions regarding the moves, but
said "The board awaits the presentation of the final budget that the superintendent will be holistically presenting soon."
The layoffs, if approved, would include 27 teacher positions, 11administrator positions, and 10 support staff positions,
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.

as well as the restructuring of some centra! office positions Rosser noted the eliminations do not necessarily mean 48
staff members will be laid off, given some positions are vacant due to retirements and other transitions.

Administrative positions eliminated would include the P-Tech program principal, the PACE (Poughkeepsie Academic and
Career Excellence) program principal, the PACE assistant principal, the high school dean of students, five elementary
assistant principals, the assistant to the superintendent, and the director of grants and advancement.
The proposed layoffs would result in around $3 million of savings. Rosser said the eliminations are likely to happen given
the economic uncertainty amid the pandemic, and the district could see more eliminations as the budget is finalized.
He said more eliminations will be voted on by the board Wednesday, May 6.
When asked by the board at the meeting how the schools will continue to provide services, Rosser did not have an

.

answer

In addition to the lack of funding in schools, County Executive Marc Molinaro has reported that 2019 was a strong
"fiscal" year, in particular response to the COVID-19 pandemic, stating:

"Expenses totaled $471.2 million, while revenue added up to $472.6 million. Additionally, sales tax revenue increased by
$9.1 million, a 4.6% increase over 2018. The county also ended the fiscal year with $ 56.9 million in its general fund
balance."

. . revenues

increased in 2019, even as expenditures also increased in several areas. That included a $7.6
Moreover, " . [
million cost increase to the Dutchess County Sheriff's Employee Association for union contract settlements, positions,
employee benefits and debt service,"
Ultimately, the allocation of funds that have been attributed to the Poughkeepsie police department in contrast to the
funding towards schools, is both erring and telling, i yearn to know what you will do to protect Black lives and prevent
further instances of poiice-state-sanctioned violence, the emotional, social, and educational well-being of Black lives I
am calling to urge you to condemn police brutality, racial profiling, and the use of excessive force by police on oppressed

.

communities.

Sincerely,
JT
Union Street
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:

.

Max Teirstein <maxteirstein@icloud com>
Thursday, June 11, 2020 6:22 PM
sheriffbutch@ gmail.com; countyexec; Countylegislature; Kendall, Bradford; comptroller;
DistrictAttorney; jbaisley@townofpoughkeepsie-ny gov;
jrenihan@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; bill.carlos @aol com;
jlopez@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; Michaelcifone @aoi.com;
mwoolever@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; ashershin@yahoo.com;
fsalvatore@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov
Take Action to Protect Black Lives

.

Subject

.

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source, Do not open attachmen ts dr dick on links from unknown senders or :
: .
- : : - 7 7 7 7? .7 m
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To Poughkeepsie Town Officials:
-

•

•

•

-

•

•

-

My name is Max Teirstein and ! am a resident of Accord. I'm writing today to talk to you about ways I think you should
take action to protect black lives from police violence and affirm that black residents of Poughkeepsie are a vita ) part of
the community going forward, it's critical that you take steps to address the structural inequalities in the education
system that lead to unjust policing and elevated levels of poverty in black neighborhoods. I'll be blunt —I don't think
that electoral politics will be successful in mitigating police violence significantly. I don't think my vote is necessarily my
strongest tool, as elected officials have a history of failing to live up to their campaign promises in solidarity with their
BiPOC constituents. But I do know this: if you fail to take the necessary steps to address systemic inequality and racism
that runs rampant throughout the country, but especially within Poughkeepsie's education system, we will not hesitate
to vote you out of office.

Below, I've outlined the ways that Poughkeepsie has failed its black and brown students, and the ways you can move
resources away from the police department and to the empowerment of the city's black students.

!

!

A majority of teachers in Poughkeepsie's public schools are at serious risk of losing their positions as well the youth
losing the essential human right to learn and receive a formal education As such, the Poughkeepsie City School District
has stated the following:

.

The Poughkeepsie City School District is proposing to eliminate 48 positions, including teachers, administrators and
support staff, as it attempts to erase a $2.6 million deficit for its 2020-21 budget. The board voted Wednesday to

eliminate positions for elementary assistant principals, the Poughkeepsie High School dean of students, the assistant to
the superintendent and a position that had yet to be filled for the director of grants and advancement.

Superintendent Eric Rosser said the cuts, most of which have yet to be voted on, are necessary to overcome financial
challenges that include decreases in state aid, the loss of building aid, increases in.operating costs, and other financial
obligations. Some, but not all, of those losses are related to hardships created by the coronavirus pandemic.
He said as the administration continues to finalize its budget he may have to consider more eliminations. School budget
votes, which were to take place May 19, were delayed until a date to be determined after June 1

.

"Of course in this district we aremot looking to take away valuable members of our organization that support student

learning, but it is our hope that we would be able to retain our staff members, because each member is in the position
to meet the varying needs of our children," Rosser said to the district board of education Wednesday. " Unfortunately,
given our budgetary situation we are forced to move in this direction, it is not a good direction that I, as a

.

superintendent, or even as an educator, would recommend However, when you don 't have the ability to meet people's
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i

payroll or salary you have to move in the direction of a budget that we will be able to meet the payroll."

When contacted by the Journal, Board President Felicia Watson declined to answer questions regarding the moves, but
said "The board awaits the presentation of the final budget that the superintendent will be holistically presenting soon."

The layoffs, if approved, would include 27 teacher positions, 11 administrator positions, and 10 support staff positions,
as well as the restructuring of some central office positions. Rosser noted the eliminations do not necessarily mean 48
staff members will be laid off given some positions are vacant due to retirements and other transitions

.

,

Administrative positions eliminated would include the P-Tech program principal, the PACE (Poughkeepsie Academic
and Career Excellence ) program principal, the PACE assistant principal, the high school dean of students, five elementary
assistant principals, the assistant to the superintendent, and the director of grants and advancement,
The proposed layoffs would result in around $ 3 million of savings. Rosser said the eliminations are likely to happen
given the economic uncertainty amid the pandemic, and the district could see more eliminations as the budget is

.

finalized

He said more eliminations will be voted on by the board Wednesday, May 6.

When asked by the board at the meeting how the schools will continue to provide services, Rosser did not have an
answer

.

In addition to the lack of funding in schools, County Executive Marc Molinaro has reported that 2019 was a strong
"fiscal" year, in particular response to the COVID-19 pandemic, stating:

" Expenses totaled $471.2 million, while revenue added up to $472.6 million. Additionally, sales tax revenue increased
by $9.1 miLlion, a 4.6% increase over 2018. The county also ended the fiscal year with $56.9 million in its genera! fund
balance."
Moreover, "...[rjevenues increased in 2019, even as-expenditures also increased in several areas. That included a $7.6
million cost increase to the Dutchess County Sheriff 's Employee Association for union contract settlements, positions,
employee benefits and debt service."

Ultimately, the allocation of funds that have been attributed to the Poughkeepsie police department in contrast to the
funding towards schools, is both erring and telling I yearn to know what you will do to protect Black lives and prevent
further instances of police-state-sanctioned violence, the emotional, social, and educational well-being of Black lives. I
am calling to urge you to condemn police brutality, racial profiling, and the use of excessive force by police on oppressed
communities.

.

Sincerely,
Max Teirstein
151 Stony Road
Accord, NY
( 646 J-488-6322
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Louiseola < louisesbartolotta@ gmai!.- com >
Thursday, June 11, 2020 6:51 PM
sheriffbutch@ gmail.com; countyexec; CountyLegislature; Kendall, Bradford; comptroller;
DistrictAttomey; jbaisley@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov;
jrenihan@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; bill.carlos @ aol.com;
jlopez@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; Michaeldfone@ aoi.com;
mwoolever@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; ashershin@yahoo.com;
fsalvatore@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov
Poughkeepsie resident concerns

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders

or unexpected emails.
To Poughkeepsie Town Officials:

My name is Louise Bartolotta and i am a resident of the town of Poughkeepsie,

Given the historic, social, and political origins of police and policing, in conjunction with the recent nationwide protests
reflecting the antiBlack deaths of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Tony McDade I am contacting you because I am
demanding you to redirect money away from the Poughkeepsie Police Department and prioritize collective services that
will help improve the socio-economic conditions of Poughkeepsie's predominately Black communities.
Subsequently, a majority of teachers are at serious risk of losing their positions as well the youth losing the essential
human right to learn and receive a formal education. As such, the Poughkeepsie City School District has stated the
following:
The Poughkeepsie City School District is proposing to eliminate 48 positions, including teachers, administrators and
support staff, as it attempts to erase a $ 2.6 million deficit for its 2020-21 budget The board voted Wednesday to
eliminate positions for elementary assistant principals, the Poughkeepsie High School dean of students, the assistant to
the superintendent and a position that had yet to be filled for the director of grants and advancement

.

Superintendent Eric Rosser said the cuts, most of which have yet to be voted on, are necessary to overcome financial
challenges that include decreases in state aid, the loss of building aid, increases in operating costs, and other financial
obligations. Some, but not all, of those losses are related to hardships created by the coronavirus pandemic.

i

He said as the administration continues to finalize its budget he may have to consider more eliminations. School budget
votes, which were to take place May 19, were delayed until a date to be determined after June 1.

" Of course in this district we are not looking to take away valuable members of our organization that support student
learning, but it is our hope that we would be able to retain our staff members, because each member is in the position
to meet the varying needs of our children," Rosser said to the district board of education Wednesday. " Unfortunately,

given our budgetary situation we are forced to move in this direction, it is not a good direction that 1, as a
superintendent, or even as an educator, would recommend. However, when you don't have the ability to meet people ' s
payroll or salary you have to move in the direction of a budget that we will be able to meet the payroll "

.

When contacted by the Journal, Board President Felicia Watson declined to answer questions regarding the moves, but
said "The board awaits the presentation of the final budget that the superintendent will be holistically presenting soon "

.
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The layoffs, if approved, would include 27 teacher positions, 11 administrator positions, and 10 support staff positions,
as well as the restructuring of some central office positions. Rosser noted the eliminations do not necessarily mean 48
staff members will be laid off, given some positions are vacant due to retirements and other transitions.

Administrative positions eliminated would include the P-Tech program principal, the PACE ( Poughkeepsie Academic
and Career Excellence) program principal, the PACE assistant principal, the high school dean of students, five elementary
assistant principals, the assistant to the superintendent, and the directorof grants and advancement.
The proposed layoffs would result in around $3 million of savings. Rossersaid the eliminations are likely to happen
given the economic uncertainty amid the pandemic, and the district could see more eliminations as the budget is
finalized.
He said more eliminations will be voted on by the board Wednesday, May 6.

When asked by the board at the meeting how the schools will continue to provide services, Rosser did not have an

answer .

In addition to the lack of funding in schools, County Executive Marc Molinaro has reported that 2019 was a strong
" fiscal” year, in particular response to the COVID-19 pandemic, stating:

"Expenses totaled $471.2 million, while revenue added up to $472.6 million. Additionally, sales tax revenue increased

by $9,1million, a 4.6% increase over 2018. The county also ended the fiscal year with $ 56.9 million in its general fund
balance,"

.

.

Moreover, ",. [r]evenues increased in 2019, even as expenditures also increased in several areas That included a $7.6
million cost increase to the Dutchess County Sheriffs Employee Association for union contract settlements, positions,
employee benefits and debt service."

Ultimately, the allocation of funds that have been attributed to the Poughkeepsie police department in contrast to the
funding towards schools, is both erring and telling. I yearn to know what you will do to protect Black lives and prevent
further instances of police-state-sanctioned violence, the emotional, social, and educational well-being of Black lives. I
am calling to urge you to condemn police brutality, racial profiling, and the use of excessive force by police on oppressed
communities.
Sincerely,
Louise Bartolotta
192 Spackenkill Road
louisesbartolotta @gmail com
8452145036

.
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Morris, Carolyn
Jessica Lyke < shebyebyejessi@ gmail.com >
Thursday, June 11, 2020 7:14 PM
sheriffbutch@ gmail.com; countyexec; CountyLegisiature; Kendall, Bradford; comptroller;
DistrictAttorney; jbaisley @townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov;
jrenihan@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; bill.carlos@ aol.com;
jlopez@ townofpoughkeepsie- ny.gov; Michaelcifone@aol.com;
mwoolever@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; ashershin@yahoo.com;
f s aIvato re@townofpoughkeepsie-ny gov
Reallocate Police Budgets

From:
Sent:
To:

[

.

Subject:

.

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders

.

or unexpected emails

To Poughkeepsie Town Officials:
My name is Jess Lyke and I am a resident of the town of Poughkeepsie.

Given the historic, social, and political origins of police and policing, in conjunction with the recent nationwide protests
reflecting the antiBlack deaths of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Tony McDade l am contacting you because I am
demanding you to redirect money away from the Poughkeepsie Police Department and prioritize collective services that
will help improve the socio-economic conditions of Poughkeepsie's predominately Black communities.

Subsequently, a majority of teachers are at serious risk of losing their positions as well the youth losing the essential
human right to learn and receive a formal education. As such, the Poughkeepsie City School District has stated the
following:

The Poughkeepsie City School District is proposing to eliminate 48 positions, including teachers, administrators and
support staff, as it attempts to erase a $2.6 million deficit for its 2020- 21 budget. The board voted Wednesday to
eliminate positions for elementary assistant principals, the Poughkeepsie High School dean of students, the assistant to
the superintendent and a position that had yet to be filled for the director of grants and advancement

.

Superintendent Eric Rosser said the cuts, most of which have yet to be voted on, are necessary to overcome financial
challenges that include decreases in state aid, the loss of building aid, increases in operating costs, and other financial
obligations. Some, but not all, of those losses are related to hardships created by the coronavirus pandemic.

.

He said as the administration continues to finalize its budget he may have to consider more eliminations School budget
votes, which were to take place May 19, were delayed until a date to be determined after June 1

.

" Of course in this district we are not looking to take away valuable members of our organization that support student

learning, but it is our hope that we would be able to retain our staff members, because each member is in the position
to meet the varying needs of our children," Rosser said to the district board of education Wednesday " Unfortunately,
given our budgetary situation we are forced to move in this direction, it is not a good direction that I, as a
superintendent, or even as an educator, would recommend. However, when you don't have the ability to meet people's
payroll or salary you have to move in the direction of a budget that we will be able to meet the payroll "

.

.

When contacted by the Journal, Board President Felicia Watson declined to answer questions regarding the moves, but
said "The board awaits the presentation of the final budget that the superintendent will be holistically presenting soon."
440

!

The layoffs, if approved, would include 27 teacher positions, 11 administrator positions, and 10 support staff positions,
as well as the restructuring of some central office positions. Rosser noted the eliminations do not necessarily mean 48
staff members will be laid off, given some positions are vacant due to retirements and other transitions.

Administrative positions eliminated would include the P-Tech program principal, the PACE ( Poughkeepsie Academic and
Career Excellence } program principal, the PACE assistant principal, the high school dean of students, five elementary
assistant principals, the assistant to the superintendent, and the director of grants and advancement.

The proposed layoffs would result in around $ 3 million of savings. Rosser said the eliminations are likely to happen given
the economic uncertainty amid the pandemic, and the district could see more eliminations as the budget is finalized.
He said more eliminations will be voted on by the board Wednesday, May 6.
When asked by the board at the meeting how the schools will continue to provide services, Rosser did not have an
answer.
In addition to the lack of funding in schools, County Executive Marc Molinaro has reported that 2019 was a strong
" fiscal" year, in particular response to the COVID-19 pandemic, stating:

"Expenses totaled $471.2 million, while revenue added up to $ 472.6 million. Additionally, sales tax revenue increased by
$ 9.1 million, a 4.6% increase over 2018. The county also ended the fiscal year with $56.9 million in its general fund
balance."
Moreover, "...[

revenues increased in 2019, even as expenditures also increased in several areas. That included a $7.6

million cost increase to the Dutchess County Sheriff 's Employee Association for union contract settlements, positions,
employee benefits and debt service."

Ultimately, the allocation of funds that have been attributed to the Poughkeepsie police department in contrast to the
funding towards schools, is both erring and telling. I yearn to know what you will do to protect Black lives and prevent
further instances of police-state-sanctioned violence, the emotional, social, and educational well-being of Black lives. I
am calling to urge you to condemn police brutality, racial profiling, and the use of excessive force by police on oppressed
communities

.

Sincerely,
Jess Lyke
26 Beechwood Park
Lyke.jessica @ gmail.com

Sent from my iPhone
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Forwarded message
From: Jules Eddy <iueddvl9 @Rmail,com>
Date: Thu, Jun 11, 2020 at 3 :54 PM
Subject: Refund Poughkeepsie, Defund Police
To: <sheriffbutch @Rmail,com>, <CountvExec@ dutchessnv.Rov>, <CountyLeRislature @ dutchessnv,Rov>
<BKendall @ dutches$nv,Rov>, <Comptroller @ dutchessny,Rov>, <Di5trlctAttornev @ dutchessnv.ROv>,
<ibaislev @townofpouRhkeepsie-nv.Rov>, <irenihan@townofpouRhkeepsie-nv Rov>, <bill,carlos @ aol.com>,

.

.

.

.

<ilopez@ townofpouRhkeepsie~nv Rov> <Michaelcifone @aolxom> <mwoolever @ townofpouRhkeepsie-nv.Rov>,
<ashershin @ vahoo com>, <fsalvatore @townofpouRhkeepsie-nv Rov>

.

.

.

To Poughkeepsie Town Officials:

My name Is Jules and I am a resident of the City of Poughkeepsie.

Given the historic, social, and political origins of police and policing, in conjunction with the recent nationwide protests reflecting the
antIBlack deaths of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Tony McDade I am contacting you because I am demanding you to redirect
money away from the Poughkeepsie Police Department and prioritize collective services that will help improve the socio-economic
conditions of Poughkeepsie’s predominately Black communities.
Subsequently, a majority of teachers are at serious risk of losing their positions as well the youth losing the essential human right to
learn and receive a formal education. As such, the Poughkeepsie City School District has stated the following:

The Poughkeepsie City School District is proposing to eliminate 48 positions, including teachers, administrators and support staff, as it
attempts to erase a $2.6 million deficit for its 202021 budget The board voted Wednesday to eliminate positions for elementary
assistant principals, the Poughkeepsie High School dean of students, the assistant to the superintendent and a position that had yet to
be filled for the director of grants and advancement.
Superintendent Eric Rosser said the cuts, most of which have yet to be voted on, are necessary to overcome financial challenges that
include decreases In state aid, the loss of building aid, increases in operating costs, and other financial obligations. Some, but not all, of
those losses are related to hardships created by the coronavirus pandemic.
He said as the administration continues to finalize its budget he may have to consider more eliminations. School budget votes, which
were to take place May 19, were delayed until a date to be determined after June 1.

"Of course in this district we are not looking to take away valuable members of our organization that support student learning, but it is
our hope that we would be able to retain our staff members, because each member is in the position to meet the varying needs of our
children,*’ Rosser said to the district board of education Wednesday. "Unfortunately, given our budgetary situation we are forced to
move in this direction, it is not a good direction that I, as a superintendent, or even as an educator, would recommend. However, when
you don’t have the ability to meet people’s payroll or salary you have to move in the direction of a budget that we will be able to meet
the payroll.”
When contacted by the Journal, Board President Felicia Watson declined to answer questions regarding the moves, but said "The
board awaits the presentation of the final budget that the superintendent will be holistically presenting soon."

The layoffs, if approved, would include 27 teacher positions, 11 administrator positions, and 10 support staff positions, as well as the
restructuring of some central office positions. Rosser noted the eliminations do not necessarily mean 48 staff members will be laid off,
given some positions are vacant due to retirements and other transitions.
Administrative positions eliminated would include the P-Tech program principal, the PACE (Poughkeepsie Academic and Career
Excellence) program principal, the PACE assistant principal, the high school dean of students, five elementary assistant principals, the
assistant to the superintendent, and the director of grants and advancement.

The proposed layoffs would result in around $3 million of savings. Rosser said the eliminations are likely to happen given the
economic uncertainty amid the pandemic, and the district could see more eliminations as the budget is finalized.
He said more eliminations will be voted on by the board Wednesday, May 6.

.

When asked by the board at the meeting how the schools will continue to provide services, Rosser did not have an answer

in addition to the lack of funding in schools, County Executive Marc Molinaro has reported that 2019 was a strong "fiscal” year, in
particular response to the COVID-19 pandemic, stating:

"Expenses totaled $471.2 million, while revenue added up to $472.6 million. Additionally, sales tax revenue increased by $9,1 million,
a 4.6% increase over 2018. The county also ended the fiscal year with $56.9 million in its general fund balance."
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increased in 2019, even as expenditures also Increased in several areas. That included a $7.6 million cost
Moreover, [
increase to the Dutchess County Sheriffs Employee Association for union contract settlements, positions, employee benefits and debt
service."

revenues

Ultimately , the allocation of funds that have been attributed to the Poughkeepsie police department in contrast to the funding towards
schools, is both erring and telling. I yearn to know what you will do to protect Black lives and prevent further instances of police-statesanctioned violence, the emotional, social, and educational well-being of Black lives. I am calling to urge you to condemn police
brutality , racial profiling, and the use of excessive force by police on oppressed communities.
Sincerely,
Jules Eddy
421 Baker St, Poughkeepsie NY 12603
iueddv19@qmail.com
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Morris, Carolyn
Jules Eddy <jueddy19 @gmai!.com >
Thursday, June 11, 2020 7:34 PM
countyexec; CommonCouncilMembers@cityofpoughkeepsie.com;
rjohnson@ cityofpoughkeepsie.com; mayor @cityofpoughkeepsie.com;
CountyLegislature
Fwd: Refund Poughkeepsie, Defund Police

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

,

ATTENTION: Tins email came from an esterna source. Oomap

m

^

-

maclrmeors or click an links from unknown senders or

My name is Jules, I live in the city of Poughkeepsie ( Ward 7). Forwarded below is an email I sent out to town officials
based on a template. While I agree with everything that is stated, I did not write it, and so I would like to share
something with you, my city and county representatives, and my mayor, that I wrote myself

.

In case you are unable to read this entire email right now, I am asking you to use your power to defund the police and
re-invest in community - based justice, education, healthcare, job training, common spaces, housing the homeless,
feeding the hungry, conflict resolution training, domestic abuse support, or any service which uplifts the people of
Poughkeepsie If you take nothing else away, I hope that you hear this: gradually shrinking the police and reinvesting in
your citizens is both possible and necessary for the preservation of poor, Black and POC lives everywhere and here. It is
necessary for all of us to fee! peace, love and connection with our community. At the end of this email I will attach
further reading on this subject, since smarter people than me have imagined this future and have written about it

.

extensively.

1 live here after graduating from Vassar and finding work. While i have technically lived in the area for 5 years now, !
have learned so much about the city in just the past year I have lived here — even the past few weeks of civil unrest I
attended the We Can't Breathe protest on Tuesday enraged by the death of George Floyd, Tony McDade and Black
people who have been killed by police across the country. I was enraged by the way other protestors were being treated
with escalating police violence 1 was so overwhelmed by the show of solidarity that transpired on Tuesday that it almost
- almost — surpassed my rage at the police presence that we met.

.

.

I hope you all already know what the scene looked like when the impromptu march circled back to Harriet Tubman park.
Based on the scenes of violence I had seen in other cities, I was prepared to potentially be met by pepper spray or tear
gas I did not prepare myself for smug state police officers to allow their attack dogs to bark at me. I did not prepare to
see what appeared to be a small tank in the road ( a Bearcat) Nothing could have prepared me for the fear I felt being
surrounded on three sides by militarized police just for peacefully protesting for Black life. My email today is primarily to
explain why I believe in defunding the Poughkeepsie police and reinvesting in the wellbeing of people who live here, but

.

.

if I could ask for one additional favor:
please don' t let them occupy our city ever again.
During these demonstrations 1 began to connect with people who had a different perspective than me: who grew up
here, who knew people who had been killed by Poughkeepsie police, who knew the cop who did it, and who knew the
cops who let it happen If the process of defunding involves firing a few officers, I defer to them They know who the bad
apples are, and so should you. When a few individuals were arrested for protesting in the street last week, I heard from
one of the arrested parties that the officers asked the white protestors, " are you sure you want to do this?" even after
they were in cuffs, offering them the chance to go free. They did not give the Black protestors the same choice

.

.

.

What I’m trying to say is that these last couple of weeks have shown me that the people in Poughkeepsie feel the same
rage and pain as the people in Minneapolis, Seattle, my home town of Detroit, and New York City, even if we don't make
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the news. People are ready for something new, for a government that invests in solving the poverty that leads to crime
instead of profiting off criminals; that invests in care and acceptance for disabled people instead of criminalizing and
killing them; for returning responsibilities which police are NOT equipped to handle (domestic abuse, mental health
crises, conflict resolution) to trained, unarmed professionals; for ANYTHING otherthan the current system which
protects racist bullies and murderers This will have to happen in steps, by making the choice, again and again, to invest
in uplifting the people of Poughkeepsie, not policing us.

.

In the meantime, I also support the Right to Know Act. I say this with the understanding that Minneapolis police had
recently undergone one of the most progressive re-training efforts in the country before they killed George Fioyd, with
the awareness that knowing the identity of violent police officers does not make them much more likely to be held
accountable for their actions. I say this believing that policing and imprisoning is an inherently violent and racist
institution that we need to work toward abolishing and replacing with transformative and restorative models of justice.
The Right to Know Act is the bare minimum you can do.

Piease take the time to learn about why you need to defund the police and re-invest in improving the lives of the people
you represent,

.

Thank you for your time and for being open-minded I hope that you will commit to helping us build a peaceful, just
Poughkeepsie.
SHORT READS:
Alex S. Vitale, The Only Solution is to Defund the Police https: / / www.thenation com /article /activism /defund-police~

.

protest /

Alex S Vitale, The answer to police violence is not 'reform'. It's defunding. Here ' s why
https://www.theEuardian com / commentisfree /2020 /mav / 31/ the-answer -to-police-vioience-is-not-reform-itsdefunding-heres- whv
Melissa Gira Grant, The Pandemic isthe Right Time to Defund the Police:
https:/ /newrepublk.com /article/157875 /pandemic-right-time-defund-police
Philip V. McHarris and Thenjiwe McHarris, No More Money for the Police
https.7/www.nvtimes.com / 2020 /05 / 30/ opinion / george- flovd-police-funding.html?smid-tw -share
Daniel Nichanian, NEW YORK SENATOR MAKES THE CASE FOR DEFUNDING THE NYPD
https:/ /theappeal. org /poiiticalreport/ nypd-budget-defund-disclosure-senator-salazar /
Brentin Mock, The Price of Defunding the Police https:/ /www.citvlab.com/equitv/20T7 /07/the-price-of-defunding-theoolice/533232 /

.

LONG READS:

Angela Davis, Are Prisons Obsolete? https://www.feministes-radicales.org/ wp-content / uploads /2010/ll/Angela-DavisAre Prisons Obsolete.pdf
Achille Mbembe, Necropolitics https: / /muse.ihu.edu/article /39984
AlexS. Vitale, The End of Policing https://www.versobooks.com/books/2426-the-end-of-policing (look at the Ebooks tab,
it's free !)
Confessions of a Former Bastard Cop https:/ /medium.com / (5)OfcrACab/confessions-of-a-former -bastard-cop~
bb!4d!7 bc759
WATCH/ LISTEN:

Ruth Wilson Gilmore, Covid 19, Decarceration, and Abolition
https: // www .youtube ,com / watch?v=hf3f5i9vJrNM & feature=emb logo
Defund Police: Keeanga-YamahttaTaylorSays Budgets Wrongly Prioritize Cops Over Schools, Hospitals
https:/ / www.democracynow.Org/ 2020/ 6 /l/keeanga vamahtta taylor defund us police
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From:
Sent:
To:

^

Supriya Patel < supriyapatel.7000@ gmail.com >
Thursday, June 11, 2020 7:39 PM
sheriffbutch@ gmail.com; countyexec; Countylegislature; Kendall, Bradford; comptroller;
DistrictAttorney; jbaisiey @townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov;
jrenihan@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; bill.carlos@ aol.com;
jlopez@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; Michaelcifone@ aol.com;
mwoolever@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; ashershin@yahoo.com;
fsalvatore@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov
Reallocate Poughkeepsie PD Funding

Subject:

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or dick on links from unknown senders
or unexpected emails

.

To Poughkeepsie Town Officials:

.

My name is Supriya and I am a resident of Poughkeepsie

Given the historic, social, and political origins of police and policing, in conjunction with the recent nationwide protests
reflecting the antiBlack deaths of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Tony McDade I am contacting you because I am
demanding you to redirect money away from the Poughkeepsie Police Department and prioritize collective services that
will help improve the socio-economic conditions of Poughkeepsie 's predominately Black communities.

Subsequently, a majority of teachers are at serious risk of losing their positions as well the youth losing the essential
human right to learn and receive a formal education. As such, the Poughkeepsie City School District has stated the
following:

The Poughkeepsie City School District is proposing to eliminate 48 positions, including teachers, administrators and
support staff, as it attempts to erase a $ 2.6 million deficit for its 2020-21 budget The board voted Wednesday to
eliminate positions for elementary assistant principals, the Poughkeepsie High School dean of students, the assistant to
the superintendent and a position that had yet to be filled for the director of grants and advancement.

.

Superintendent Eric Rosser said the cuts, most of which have yet to be voted on, are necessary to overcome financial
challenges that include decreases in state aid, the loss of building aid, increases in operating costs, and other financial
obligations. Some, but notali, of those losses are related to hardships created by the coronavirus pandemic

.

,
He said as the administration continues to finalize its budget he may haveto consider more eliminations School budget
.
1
June
votes, which were to take place May 19, were delayed until a date to be determined after

"Of course in this district we are not looking to take away valuable members of our organization that support student
learning, but it is our hope that we would be able to retain our staff members, because each member is in the position
,
to meet the varying needs of our children," Rosser said to the district board of education Wednesday. "Unfortunately

given our budgetary situation we are forced to move in this direction, it is not a good direction that I, as a
superintendent, or even as an educator, would recommend. However, when you don’t have the ability to meet people's
payroll or salary you have to move in the direction of a budget that we will be able to meet the payroll "

.

When contacted by the Journal, Board President Felicia Watson declined to answer questions regarding the moves, but
said "The board awaits the presentation of the final budget that the superintendent will be holistically presenting soon."
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The layoffs, if approved, would include 27 teacher positions, 11 administrator positions, and 10 support staff positions,
as well as the restructuring of some central office positions , Rosser noted the eliminations do not necessarily mean 48
staff members will be laid off, given some positions are vacant due to retirements and other transitions

.

Administrative positions eliminated would include the P-Tech program principal, the PACE ( Poughkeepsie Academic and
Career Excellence ) program principal, the PACE assistant principal, the high school dean of students, five elementary
assistant principals, the assistant to the superintendent, and the d irector of grants and advancement.
The proposed layoffs would result in around $3 million of savings. Rosser said the eliminations are likely to happen given
the economic uncertainty amid the pandemic, and the district could see more eliminations as the budget is finalized.
He said more eliminations will be voted on by the board Wednesday, May 6.

When asked by the board at the meeting how the schools will continue to provide services, Rosser did not have an
answer.
In addition to the lack of funding in schools, County Executive Marc Molinaro has reported that 2019 was a strong
"fiscal" year, in particular response to the COVID 19 pandemic, stating:

-

"Expenses totaled $471.2 million, while revenue added up to $472.6 million. Additionally, sales tax revenue increased by
$9.1 million, a 4.6% increase over 2018. The county also ended the fiscal year with $56.9 million in its general fund
balance."
Moreover, " [Revenues increased in 2019, even as expenditures aiso increased in several areas. That included a $7.6
million cost increase to the Dutchess County Sheriffs Employee Association for union contract settlements, positions,
employee benefits and debt service "

...

.

Ultimately, the allocation of funds that have been attributed to the Poughkeepsie police department in contrast to the
funding towards schools, is both erring and telling, i yearn to know what you will do to protect Black lives and prevent
further instances of police-state-sanctioned violence, the emotional, social, and educational weli-being of Black lives. I
am calling to urge you to condemn police brutality, racial profiling, and the use of excessive force by police on oppressed
communities.
Sincerely,
Supriya Patel
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Morris, Carolyn
dawn finnigan < dawnmarie926@ icloud,com >
Thursday, June 11, 2020 7:43 PM
sheriffbutch @ gmail.com; countyexec; CountyLegislature; Kendall, Bradford; comptroller;
DistrictAttomey; jbaisley@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov;
jrenihan@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; bill.carlos@ aol.com;
jlopez@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; Michaelcifone@ aol com;
mwoolever@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; ashershin@yahoo.com;
fsalvatore@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov
Poughkeepsie town officials

From:
Sent:
To:

.

Subject:

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders
or unexpected emails

.

To Poughkeepsie Town Officials:

My name is Dawn Finnigan and I am a resident of Hyde Park, New York

.

Given the historic, social, and political origins of police and policing, in conjunction with the recent nationwide protests
reflecting the antiBlack deaths of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Tony McDade I am contacting you because I am
demanding you to redirect money away from the Poughkeepsie Police Department and prioritize collective services that
will help improve the socio-economic conditions of Poughkeepsie's predominately Black communities.

Subsequently, a majority of teachers are at serious risk of losing their positions as well the youth losing the essential
human right to learn and receive a formal education As such, the Poughkeepsie City School District has stated the
following:

.

The Poughkeepsie City School District is proposing to eliminate 48 positions, including teachers, administrators and
support staff, as it attempts to erase a $2.6 million deficit for its 2020-21 budget. The board voted Wednesday to
eliminate positions for elementary assistant principals, the Poughkeepsie High School dean of students, the assistant to
the superintendent and a position that had yet to be filled for the director of grants and advancement.
Superintendent Eric Rosser said the cuts, most of which have yet to be voted on, are necessary to overcome financial
challenges that include decreases in state aid, the loss of building aid, increases in operating costs, and other financial
obligations. Some, but not all, of those losses are related to hardships created by the coronavirus pandemic

.

.

He said as the administration continues to finalize its budget he may have to consider more eliminations School budget
votes, which were to take place May 19, were delayed until a date to be determined after June 1.

"Of course in this district we are not looking to take away valuable members of our organization that support student
learning, but it is our hope that we would be able to retain our staff members, because each member is in the position
to meet the varying needs of our children," Rosser said to the district board of education Wednesday. "Unfortunately,

given our budgetary situation we are forced to move in this direction, it is not a good direction that I, as a
superintendent, or even as an educator, would recommend. However, when you don't have the ability to meet people's
payroll or salary you have to move in the direction of a budget that we will be able to meet the payroll."

When contacted by the Journal, Board President Felicia Watson declined to answer questions regarding the moves, but
said " The board awaits the presentation of the final budget that the superintendent will be holistically presenting soon."
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The layoffs, if approved, would include 27 teacher positions, 11 administrator positions, and 10 support staff positions,
as well as the restructuring of some central office positions. Rosser noted the eliminations do not necessarily mean 48
staff members will be laid off, given some positions are vacant due to retirements and other transitions.
Administrative positions eliminated would include the P -Tech program principal, the PACE ( Poughkeepsie Academic and
Career Excellence) program principal, the PACE assistant principal, the high school dean of students, five elementary
assistant principals, the assistant to the superintendent, and the director of grants and advancement.

The proposed layoffs would result in around $ 3 million of savings. Rosser said the eliminations are likely to happen given
the economic uncertainty amid the pandemic, and the district could see more eliminations as the budget is finalized.
He said more eliminations will be voted on by the board Wednesday, May 6.

When asked by the board at the meeting how the schools will continue to provide services, Rosser did not have an
answer.
In addition to the lack of funding in schools, County Executive Marc Molinaro has reported that 2019 was a strong
" fiscal" year, in particular response to the COVID -19 pandemic, stating:

"Expenses totaled $471.2 million, while revenue added up to $472.6 million. Additionally, sales tax revenue increased by
$9.1 million, a 4.6% increase over 2018. The county also ended the fiscal year with $ 56.9 million in its general fund
balance."

Moreover, "„, [r ]evenues increased in 2019, even as expenditures also increased in several areas. That included a $7.6
million cost increase to the Dutchess County Sheriffs Employee Association for union contract settlements, positions,
employee benefits and debt service "

.

Ultimately, the allocation of funds that have been attributed to the Poughkeepsie police department in contrast to the
funding towards schools, is both erring and telling. I yearn to know what you will do to protect Black lives and prevent
further instances of police-state-sanctioned violence, the emotional, social, and educational well-being of Black lives. I
am calling to urge you to condemn police brutality, racial profiling, and the use of excessive force by police on oppressed
communities.
Sincerely,
Dawn Finnigan
Dawnmariefinnigan@ gmail.com
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Olivia Arcuri < ogapok@gmail.com>
Thursday, June 11, 2020 7:50 PM
sheriffbutch@ gmail.com; countyexec; CountyLegislature; Kendail, Bradford; comptroller;
DistrictAttorney; jbaisley @ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov;
jrenihan@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; bill.carlos@ aol.com;
jlopez@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; Michaelcifone@ aol.com;
mwoolever@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; ashershin@yahoo.com;
fsalvatore@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov
Urgent Fund Reallocation for the Poughkeepsie Police Department

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders
or unexpected emails.
To Poughkeepsie Town Officials:

My name is Olivia and I am a resident of Poughkeepsie, NY.
Given the historic, social, and political origins of police and policing, in conjunction with the recent nationwide protests
reflecting the antiBlack deaths of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Tony McDade I am contacting you because l am
demanding you to redirect money away from the Poughkeepsie Police Department and prioritize collective services that
will help improve the socio-economic conditions of Poughkeepsie's predominately Black communities.

Subsequently, a majority of teachers are at serious risk of losing their positions as well the youth losing the essential
human right to learn and receive a formal education As such, the Poughkeepsie City School District has stated the
following:

.

The Poughkeepsie City School District is proposing to eliminate 48 positions, including teachers, administrators and
support staff, as it attempts to erase a $2.6 million deficit for its 2020-21 budget. The board voted Wednesday to
eliminate positions for elementary assistant principals, the Poughkeepsie High School dean of students, the assistant to
the superintendent and a position that had yet to be filled for the director of grants and advancement.
Superintendent Eric Rosser said the cuts, most of which have yet to be voted on, are necessary to overcome financial
challenges that include decreases in state aid, the loss of building aid, increases in operating costs, and otheF financial
obligations. Some, but not all, of those losses are related to hardships created by the coronavirus pandemic.
He said as the administration continues to finalize its budget he may have to consider more eliminations. School budget
votes, which were to take place May 19, were delayed until a date to be determined after June 1.

"Of course in this district we are not looking to take away valuable members of our organization that support student
learning, but it is our hope that we would be able to retain our staff members, because each member is in the position
to meet the varying needs of our children," Rosser said to the district board of education Wednesday. "Unfortunately,
given our budgetary situation we are forced to move in this direction, it is not a good direction that I, as a

_

superintendent, or even as an educator, would recommend. However, when you don't have the ability to meet people's
payroll or salary you have to move in the direction of a budget that we will be able to meet the payroll."

When contacted by the Journal, Board President Felicia Watson declined to answer questions regardingthe moves, but
said "The board awaits the presentation of the final budget that the superintendent will be holistically presenting soon."
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The layoffs, if approved, would include 27 teacher positions, 11 administrator positions, and 10 support staff positions,
as well as the restructuring of some central office positions. Rosser noted the eliminations do not necessarily mean 48
staff members will be laid off, given some positions are vacant due to retirements and other transitions.

Administrative positions eliminated would include the P -Tech program principal, the PACE (Poughkeepsie Academic and
Career Excellence) program principal, the PACE assistant principal, the high school dean of students, five elementary
assistant principals, the assistant to the superintendent, and the director of grants and advancement.
The proposed layoffs would result in around $3 million of savings. Rosser said the eliminations are likeiy to happen given
the economic uncertainty amid the pandemic, and the district could see more eliminations as the budget is finalized.
He said more eliminations will be voted on by the board Wednesday, May 6.

When asked by the board at the meeting how the schools will continue to provide services, Rosser did not have an
answer.
In addition to the lack of funding in schools, County Executive Marc Molinaro has reported that 2019 was a strong
" fiscal" year, in particular response to the COVID-19 pandemic, stating:

"Expenses totaled $471.2 million, while revenue added up to $472.6 million. Additionally, sales tax revenue increased by

$9.1 million, a 4.6% increase over 2018. The county also ended the fiscal year with $56.9 million in its general fund
balance."

.

.

Moreover, ", .[r] evenues increased in 2019, even as expenditures also increased in several areas That included a $7, 6
million cost increase to the Dutchess County Sheriff 's Employee Association for union contract settlements, positions,

employee benefits and debt service."

Ultimately, the allocation of funds that have been attributed to the Poughkeepsie police department in contrast to the
funding towards schools, is both erring and telling. I yearn to know what you will do to protect Black lives and prevent
further instances of police-state-sanctioned violence, the emotional, social, and educational well-being of Black lives. I
am calling to urge you to condemn police brutality, racial profiling, and the use of excessive force by police on oppressed
communities.
Sincerely,
Olivia Arcuri

Sent from my iPhone
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Morris, Carolyn
Kallen Muste <kmuste1171@ gmail.com >
Thursday, June 11, 2020 9:05 PM
sheriffbutch @gmail.com; countyexec; CountyLegislature; Kendall, Bradford; comptroller;
DistrictAttorney; jbaisiey@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov;
jrenihan@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; bill.carlos@ aol.com;
jlopez@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; Michaelcifone @ aol.com;
mwoolever@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; ashershin@yahoo.com;
fsalvatore@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov
Police Defunding

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:
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To Poughkeepsie Town Officials;
My name is Kathryn Muste and I am a Poughkeepsie resident.
Given the historic, social, and political origins of police and policing, in conjunction with the recent
nationwide protests reflecting the antiBlack deaths of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Tony
McDade I am contacting you because I am demanding you to redirect money away from the
Poughkeepsie Police Department and prioritize collective services that will help improve the socioeconomic conditions of Poughkeepsie’s predominately Black communities ,

Subsequently, a majority of teachers are at serious risk of losing their positions as well the youth
losing the essential human right to learn and receive a formal education. As such, the Poughkeepsie
City School District has stated the following:

The Poughkeepsie City School District is proposing to eliminate 48 positions, including teachers,
administrators and support staff, as it attempts to erase a $2.6 million deficit for its 2020-21 budget.
The board voted Wednesday to eliminate positions for elementary assistant principals, the
Poughkeepsie High School dean of students, the assistant to the superintendent and a position that
had yet to be filled for the director of grants and advancement.
Superintendent Eric Rosser said the cuts, most of which have yet to be voted on, are necessary to
overcome financial challenges that include decreases in state aid, the loss of building aid, increases
in operating costs, and other financial obligations. Some, but not all, of those losses are related to
hardships created by the coronavirus pandemic.
He said as the administration continues to finalize its budget he may have to consider more
eliminations. School budget votes, which were to take place May 19, were delayed until a date to be
determined after June 1.

“Of course in this district we are not looking to take away valuable members of our organization that
support student learning, but it is our hope that we would be able to retain our staff members ,
because each member is in the position to meet the varying needs of our children,” Rosser said to the
district board of education Wednesday. “Unfortunately, given our budgetary situation we are forced to
move in this direction, it is not a good direction that I, as a superintendent, or even as an educator,
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would recommend. However, when you don’t have the ability to meet people’s payroll or salary you
have to move in the direction of a budget that we will be able to meet the payroll.”

When contacted by the Journal, Board President Felicia Watson declined to answer questions
regarding the moves, but said “The board awaits the presentation of the final budget that the
superintendent will be holistically presenting soon. ”

The layoffs, if approved, would include 27 teacher positions, 11 administrator positions, and 10
support staff positions, as well as the restructuring of some central office positions . Rosser noted the
eliminations do not necessarily mean 48 staff members will be laid off, given some positions are
vacant due to retirements and other transitions.

Administrative positions eliminated would include the P-Tech program principal, the PACE
(Poughkeepsie Academic and Career Excellence) program principal, the PACE assistant principal,
the high school dean of students, five elementary assistant principals, the assistant to the
superintendent, and the director of grants and advancement
The proposed layoffs would result in around $3 million of savings. Rosser said the eliminations are
likely to happen given the economic uncertainty amid the pandemic, and the district could see more
eliminations as the budget is finalized. He said more eliminations will be voted on by the board
Wednesday , May 6.

When asked by the board at the meeting how the schools will continue to provide services, Rosser
did not have an answer.

In addition to the lack of funding in schools, County Executive Marc Molinaro has reported that 2019
was a strong “fiscal” year, in particular response to the COVID-19 pandemic, stating:

“Expenses totaled $471.2 million, while revenue added up to $472.6 million. Additionally, sales tax
revenue increased by $9.1 million, a 4.6% increase over 2018. The county also ended the fiscal year
with $56.9 million in its general fund balance."
Ultimately, the allocation of funds that have been attributed to the Poughkeepsie police department in
contrast to the funding towards schools, is both erring and telling. I yearn to know what you will do to
protect Black lives and prevent further instances of police-state-sanctioned violence, the emotional,
social, and educational well-being of Black lives . I am calling to urge you to condemn police brutality,
racial profiling, and the use of excessive force by police on oppressed communities.

Sincerely, Kathryn A Muste
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:

.

Mary Dyer < mdyer5624@ gmail com >
Thursday, June 11, 2020 9:30 PM
sheriffbutch@gmaii com; countyexec; CountyLegislature; Kendall, Bradford; comptroller;
DistrictAttorney; jbaisley@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov;
jrenihan@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny gov; bill.carlos@ aol.com;
jlopez@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; Michaelcifone@ aol.com;
mwoolever@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; ashershin@ yahoo.com;
fsalvatore @ townofpoughkeepsie- ny.gov
Funding the police

.

.

Subject:

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders
or unexpected emails.
To Poughkeepsie Town Officials:
My name is Mary Dyer and I am a resident of Town of Poughkeepsie

Given the historic, social, and political origins of police and policing, in conjunction with the recent nationwide protests
reflecting the antiBlack deaths of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Tony McDade I am contacting you because 1 am
demanding you to redirect money away from the Poughkeepsie Police Department and prioritize collective services that
will help improve the socio-economic conditions:of Poughkeepsie 's predominately Black communities.

Subsequently, a majority of teachers are at serious risk of losing their positions as well the youth losing the essential
human right to learn and receive a formal education. As such, the Poughkeepsie City School District has stated the
following:
,

The Poughkeepsie City School Districtis proposing to eliminate 48 positions, including teachers, administrators and
support staff, as it attempts to erase a $2.6 million deficit for its 2020-21 budget. The board voted Wednesday to
eliminate positions for elementary assistant principals, the Poughkeepsie High School dean of students, the assistant to
the superintendent and a position that had yet to be filled for the director of grants and advancement.

Superintendent Eric Rosser said the cuts, most of which have yet to be voted on, are necessary to overcome financial
challenges that include decreases in state aid, the loss of building aid, increases in operating costs, and other financial
obligations. Some, but not all, of those losses are related to hardships created by the coronavirus pandemic.
He said as the administration continues to finalize its budget he may have to consider more eliminations. School budget
votes, which were to take place May 19, were delayed until a date to be determined after June 1.

"Of course in this district we are not looking to take away valuable members ofour organization that support student
learning, but it is our hope that we would be able to retain our staff members, because each member is in the position
to meet the varying needs ofour children," Rosser said to the district- board of education Wednesday. " Unfortunately,
given our budgetary situation we are forced to move in this direction, it is not a good direction that I, as a
superintendent, or even as an educator, would recommend. However, when you don't have the ability to meet people's
payroll or salary you have to move in the direction of a budget that we will be able to meet the payroll."

When contacted by the Journal, Board President Felicia Watson declined to answer questions regarding the moves, but
said "The board awaits the presentation of the final budget that the superintendent will be holistically presenting soon."
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!

:

The layoffs, if approved, would include 27 teacher positions, 11 administrator positions, and 10 support staff positions,
as well as the restructuring of some central office positions. Rosser noted the eliminations do not necessarily mean 48
staff members will be laid off, given some positions are vacant due to retirements and other transitions.

Administrative positions eliminated would include the P-Tech program principal, the PACE (Poughkeepsie Academic and
Career Excellence) program principal, the PACE assistant principal, the high school dean of students, five elementary
assistant principals, the assistant to the superintendent, and the director of grants and advancement

.

The proposed layoffs would result in around $3 million of savings. Rosser said the eliminations are likely to happen given
the economic uncertainty amid the pandemic, and the district could see more eliminations as the budget is finalized
He said more eliminations will be voted on by the board Wednesday, May 6.

.

When asked by the board at the meeting how the schools will continue to provide services, Rosser did not have an
answer.
In addition to the lack of funding in schools, County Executive Marc Molinaro has reported that 2019 was a strong
"fiscal" year, in particular response to the COVID-19 pandemic, stating:

"Expenses totaled $471.2 million, while revenue added up to $472.6 million. Additionally, sales tax revenue increased by
$9.1 million, a 4.6% increase over 2018. The county also ended the fiscal year with $56.9 million in its general fund
balance."

.

Moreover, " ..[rjevenues increased in 2019, even as expenditures also increased in several areas. That included a $7.6
million cost increase to the Dutchess County Sheriff ' s Employee Association for union contract settlements, positions,
employee benefits and debt service."

Ultimately, the allocation of funds that have been attributed to the Poughkeepsie police department in contrast to the
funding towards schools, is both erring and telling. I yearn to know what you will do to protect Black lives and prevent
further instances of police-state-sanctioned violence, the emotional, social, and educational well-being of Black lives. I
am calling to urge you to condemn police brutality, racial profiling, and the use of excessive force by police on oppressed
communities.
Sincerely,
Mary Dyer
5 Lafko Dr
Poughkeepsie, NY 12603
( 845 ) 905-9389

Sent from my iPhone
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Morris, Carolyn
Katie Gambino < klg964@ gmaii.com>
Thursday, June 11, 2020 11:38 PM
sheriffbutch@5mail.c0m; countyexec; CountyLegislature; Kendall, Bradford; comptroller;
DistrictAttorney; jbaisley@townofpoughkeepsie -ny.gov;
jrenihan@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; bill.carbs@ aol.com;
jlopez@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; Michaelcifone@ aol.com;
mwoolever@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; ashershin @yahoo.com;
fsalvatore@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov
The people have spoken

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:
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To Poughkeepsie Town Officials:
!

.

My name is Katie Gambino and l a m a resident of New Paltz, NY

Given the historic, social, and political origins of police and policing, in conjunction with the recent nationwide protests
reflecting the antiBlack deaths of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Tony McDade l am contacting you because I am
demanding you to redirect money away from the Poughkeepsie Police Department and prioritize collective services that
will help improve the socio-economic conditions of Poughkeepsie's predominately Black communities

.

Subsequently, a majority of teachers are at serious risk of losing their positions as well the youth losing the essential
human right to learn and receive a formal education. As such, the Poughkeepsie City School- District has stated the
following:
The Poughkeepsie City School District is proposing to eliminate 48 positions, including teachers, administrators and
support staff, as it attempts to erase a $ 2.6 million deficit for its 2020-21 budget The board voted Wednesday to
eliminate positions for elementary assistant principals, the Poughkeepsie High School dean of students, the assistant to
the superintendent and a position that had yet to be filled for the director of grants and advancement.

.

Superintendent Eric Rosser said the cuts, most of which have yet to be voted on, are necessary to overcome financial
challenges that include decreases in state aid, the loss of building aid, increases in operating costs, and-other financial
obligations. Some, but not all, of those losses are related to hardships created by the coronavirus pandemic.
He said as the administration continues to finalize its budget he may have to consider more eliminations. School budget
votes, which were to take place May 19, were delayed until a date to be determined after June 1.

" Of course in this district we are not looking to take away valuable members of our organization that support student
learning, but it is our hope that we would be able to retain our staff members, because each member is in the position
to meet the varying needs of our children," Rosser said to the district board of education Wednesday. "Unfortunately,

given our budgetary situation we are forced to move in this direction, it is not a good direction that I, as a
superintendent, or even as an educator, would recommend. However, when you don't have the ability to meet people's
payroll or salary you have to move in the direction of a budget that we will be able to meet the payroll."

When contacted by the Journal, Board President Felicia Watson declined to answer questions regarding the moves, but
said "The board awaits the presentation of the final budget that the superintendent will be holistically presenting soon."

The layoffs, if approved, would include 27 teacher positions,11 administrator positions, and 10 support staff positions,
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as well as the restructuring of some central office positions. Rosser noted the eliminations do not necessarily mean 48
staff members will be laid off, given some positions are vacant due to retirements and other transitions

.

Administrative positions eliminated would include the P-Tech program principal, the PACE (Poughkeepsie Academic and
Career Excellence) program principal, the PACE assistant principal, the high school dean of students, five elementary
assistant principals, the assistant to the superintendent, and the director of grants and advancement.
The proposed layoffs would result in around $3 million of savings. Rosser said the eliminations are likely to happen given
the economic uncertainty amid the pandemic, and the district could see more eliminations as the budget is finalized.
He said more eliminations will be voted on by the board Wednesday, May 6.

When asked by the board at the meeting how the schools will continue- to provide services, Rosser did not have an
answer.
In addition to the lack of funding in schools, County Executive Marc Molinaro has reported that 2019 was a strong
" fiscal" year, in particular response to the COVID 19 pandemic, stating:

-

"Expenses totaled $471.2 million, while revenue added up to $472.6 million. Additionally, sales tax revenue increased by
$9,1million, a 4.6% increase over 2018. The county also ended the fiscal year with $56,9 million in its general fund
balance."

.

Moreover, "...[rjevenues increased in 2019, even as expenditures also increased in several areas That included a $7.6
million cost increase to the Dutchess County Sheriffs Employee Association for union contract settlements, positions,

employee benefits and debt service."

Ultimately, the allocation of funds that have been attributed to the Poughkeepsie police department in contrast to the
funding towards schools, is both erring and telling 1 yearn to know what you will do to protect Black lives and prevent
further instances of police-state-sanctioned violence, the emotional, social, and educational well-being of Black lives , i
am calling to urge you to condemn police brutality, racial profiling, and the use of excessive force by police on oppressed

.

communities.
Sincerely,
Katie Gambino
1092 Old Ford Road
New Paitz, NY 12561
Klg964(5)gmail.com

( 845) 264-7613
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Emma Philipbar < emmaphilipbar @ gmail.com >
Thursday, June 11, 2020 11:50 PM
sheriffbutch@gmail.com; countyexec; CountyLegislature; Kendall, Bradford; comptroller;
DistrictAttorney; jbaisley@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov;
jrenihan@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; bill.carlos@ aol.com;
jlopez@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; Michaelcifone @ aol.com;
mwoolever@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; ashershin@yahoo.com;
fsalvatore@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov
Urgent Black Lives Matter Demands, Accountability, Education

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders
or unexpected emails.
To Poughkeepsie Town Officials:

My name is Emma Philipbar and I am a resident of the Poughkeepsie, I reside less than a few blocks away from
Poughkeepsie High School and have lived here for most of my life.
Given the historic, social, and political origins of police and policing, in conjunction with the recent nationwide protests
reflecting the antiBlacic deaths of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Tony McDade I am contacting you because I am
demanding you to redirect money away from the Poughkeepsie Police Department and prioritize -collective services that
will help improve the socio-economic conditions of Poughkeepsie's predominately Black communities.

Subsequently, a majority of teachers are at serious risk of losing their positions as weli the youth losing the essential
human right to learn and receive a formal education. As such, the Poughkeepsie City School District has stated the
following:

The Poughkeepsie City School District is proposing to eliminate 48 positions, including teachers, administrators and
support staff, as it attempts to erase a $2.6 million deficit for its 2020-21 budget. The board voted Wednesday to
eliminate positions for elementary assistant principals, the Poughkeepsie High School dean of students, the assistant to
the superintendent and a position that had yet to be filled for the director of grants and advancement.

Superintendent Eric Rosser said the cuts, most of which have yet to be voted on, are necessary to overcome financial
challenges that include decreases in state aid, the loss of building aid, increases in operating costs, and other financial
obligations. Some, but not all, of those losses are related to hardships created by the coronavirus pandemic.

.

He said as the administration continues to finalize its budget he may have to consider more eliminations School budget
votes, which were to take place May 19, were delayed until a date to be determined after June 1

.

"Of course in this district we are not looking to take away valuable members of our organization that support student

learning, but it is our hope that we would be able to retain our staff members, because each member is in the position
to meet the varying needs of our children," Rosser said to the district board of education Wednesday "Unfortunately,
given our budgetary situation we are forced to move in this direction, it is not a good direction that 1, as a
superintendent, or even as an educator, would recommend. However, when you don't have the ability to meet people's
payroll or salary you have to move in the direction of a budget that we will be able to meet the payroll "

.

.

When contacted by the Journal, Board President Felicia Watson declined to answer questions regarding the moves, but
said " The board awaits the presentation of the final budget that the superintendent will be holistically presenting soon."
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The layoffs, if approved, would include 27 teacher positions, 11 administrator positions, and 10 support staff positions,
as well as the restructuring of some central office positions. Rosser noted the eliminations do not necessarily mean 48
staff members will be laid off, given some positions are vacant due to retirements and other transitions.
i

Administrative positions eliminated would include the P-Tech program principal, the PACE ( Poughkeepsie Academic and
Career Excellence) program principal, the PACE assistant principal, the high school dean of students, five elementary
assistant principals, the assistant to the superintendent, and the director of grants and advancement.

The proposed layoffs would result in around $3 million of savings. Rosser said the eliminations are likely to happen given
the economic uncertainty amid the pandemic, and the district could see more eliminations as the budget is finalized.
He said more eliminations will be voted on by the board Wednesday, May 6.
When asked by the board at the meeting how the schools will continue to provide services, Rosser did not have an
answer.
in addition to the lack of funding in schools, County Executive Marc Molinaro has reported that 2019 was a strong
'’fiscal" year, in particular response to the COVID-19 pandemic, stating:

" Expenses totaled $471.2 million, while revenue added up to $472.6 million. Additionally, sales tax revenue increased by

$ 9.1 million, a 4.6% increase over 2018. The county also ended the fiscal year with $56.9 million in its general fund
balance."

.

Moreover, " ..[Revenues increased in 2019, even as expenditures also increased in several areas. That included a $7.6
million cost increase to the Dutchess County Sheriffs Employee Association for union contract settlements, positions,
employee benefits and debt service."

Ultimately, the allocation of funds that have been attributed to the Poughkeepsie police department in contrast to the
funding towards schools, is both erring and telling. I yearn to know what you will do to protect Black lives and prevent
further instances of police-state-sanctioned violence, the emotional, social, and educational well-being of Black lives. I
am calling to urge you to condemn police brutality, racial profiling, and the use of excessive force by police on oppressed
communities.
Sincerely,
Emma Philipbar
3 Fairmont Street Poughkeepsie NY 12601
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:

Christiana Devito < christianadev@ gmail.com>
Friday, June 12, 2020 12:27 AM
sheriffbutch@ gmail.com; countyexec; CountyLegislature; Kendall, Bradford; comptroller;
DistrictAttorney; jbaisley@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov;
jrenihan@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; bill carlos@ aol.com;
jlopez@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; Michaelcifone@aol.com;
mwoolever @townofpoughkeepsie- ny.gov; ashershin@yahoo.com;
fsalvatore@townofpoughkeepsie-ny gov
Need for Change

.

.

Subject:

.

ATTENTION : This email came from an external source Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders
or unexpected emails.
To Poughkeepsie Town Officials:
My name is Christiana and I am a resident of Middletown, NY, however, I work in Red Hook

.

Given the historic, social, and political origins of police and policing, in conjunction with the recent nationwide protests
reflecting the antiBlack deaths of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Tony McDade I am contacting you because I am
demanding you to redirect money away from the Poughkeepsie Police Department and prioritize collective services that
will help improve the socio-economic conditions of Poughkeepsie 's predominately Black communities.

Subsequently, a majority of teachers are at serious risk of losing their positions as well the youth losing the essential
human right to learn and receive a formal education. As such, the Poughkeepsie City School District has stated the
following:

The Poughkeepsie City School District is proposing to eliminate 48 positions, including teachers, administrators and
support staff, as it attempts to erase a $ 2.6 million deficit for its 2020-21 budget. The board voted Wednesday to
eliminate positions for elementary assistant principals, the Poughkeepsie High School dean of students, the assistant to
the superintendent and a position that had yet to be filled for the director of grants and advancement.
Superintendent Eric Rosser said the cuts, most of which have yet to be voted on, are necessary to overcome financial
challenges that include decreases in state aid, the loss of building aid, increases in operating costs, and other financial
obligations. Some, but not all, of those losses are related to hardships created by the coronavirus pandemic.
He said as the administration continues to finalize its budget he may have to consider more eliminations. School budget
votes, which were to take place May 19, were delayed until a date to be determined after June 1.

" Of course in this districtwe are not looking to take away valuable members of our organization that support student
learning, but it is our hope that we would be able to retain our staff members, because each member is in the position
to meet the varying needs of our children," Rosser said to the district board of education Wednesday. "Unfortunately,
given our budgetary situation we are forced to move in this direction, it is not a good direction that I, as a
superintendent, or even as an educator, would recommend. However, when you don 't have the ability to meet people's
payroll or salary you have to move in the direction of a budget that we will be able to meet the payroll."
When contacted by the Journal, Board President Felicia Watson declined to answer questions regarding the moves, but
said "The board awaits the presentation of the final budget that the superintendent will be holistically presenting soon."
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The layoffs, if approved, would include 27 teacher positions, 11 administrator positions, and 10 support staff positions,
as well as the restructuring of some central office positions. Rosser noted the eliminations do not necessarily mean 48
staff members will be laid off, given some positions are vacant due to retirements and other transitions.

Administrative positions eliminated would include the P-Tech program principal, the PACE (Poughkeepsie Academic and
Career Excellence ) program principal, the PACE assistant principal, the high school dean of students, five elementary
assistant principals, the assistant to the superintendent, and the director of grants and advancement.
The proposed layoffs would result in around $3 million of savings. Rosser said the eliminations are likely to happen given
the economic uncertainty amid the pandemic, and the district could see more eliminations as the budget is finalized
He said more eliminations will be voted on by the board Wednesday, May 6.

.

When asked by the board at the meeting how the schools will continue to provide services, Rosser did not have an
answer .
In addition to the lack of funding in schools, County Executive Marc Molinaro has reported that 2019 was a strong
" fiscal" year, in particular response to the COVID-19 pandemic, stating:

"Expenses totaled $471.2 million, while revenue added up to $472.6 million. Additionally, sales tax revenue increased by
$9.1 million, a 4.6% increase over 2018. The county also ended the fiscal year with $56.9 million in its general fund
balance."

.

... revenues

increased in 2019, even as expenditures also increased in several areas That included a $7.6
Moreover, " [
million cost increase to the Dutchess County Sheriff's Employee Association for union contract settlements, positions,

employee benefits and debt service."

Ultimately, the allocation of funds that have been attributed to the Poughkeepsie police department in contrast to the
funding towards schools, is both erring and telling 1 yearn to know what you will do to protect Black lives and prevent
further instances of police-state-sanctioned violence, the emotional, social, and educational well-being of Black lives I
am calling to urge you to condemn police brutality, racial profiling, and the use of excessive force by police on oppressed

.

.

communities.
Sincerely,

Christiana DeVito
845-421-5057
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Morris, Carolyn
Peter Savino < misinformed.tan@ gmail.com >
Friday, June 12, 2020 12:35 PM
sheriffbutch@ gmail.com; countyexec; CountyLegisiature; Kendall, Bradford; comptroller;
DistrictAttorney; jbaisley@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov;
jrenihan@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; bili.carlos@ aoi.com;
jlopez@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; Michaelcifone@aol.com;
mwoolever@ townofpoughkeepsie -ny.gov; ashershin@yahoo.com;
fsalvatore@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov
Good morning
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To Poughkeepsie Town Officials:
'

-

^

My name is Peter Savino and I am a resident of Delafieid.
Given the historic, social, and political origins of police and policing, in conjunction with the recent nationwide protests
reflecting the anti Black deaths of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Tony McDade I am contacting you because I am
demanding you to redirect money away from the Poughkeepsie Police Department and prioritize collective services that
will help improve the socio-economic conditions of Poughkeepsie's predominately Black communities.

Subsequently, a majority of teachers are at serious risk of losing their positions as well the youth losing the essential
human right to learn and receive a formal education. As such, the Poughkeepsie City School District has stated the
following:

The Poughkeepsie City School District is proposing to eliminate 48 positions, including teachers, administrators and
support staff, as it attempts to erase a $ 2.6 million deficit for its 2020-21 budget. The board voted Wednesday to
eliminate positions for elementary assistant principals, the Poughkeepsie High School dean of students, the assistant to
the superintendent and a position that had yet to be filled for the director of grants and advancement.

Superintendent Eric Rosser said the cuts, most of which have yet to be voted on, are necessary to overcome financial
challenges that include decreases in state aid, the loss of building aid, increases in operating costs, and other financial
obligations. Some, but not all, of those losses are related to hardships created by the coronavirus pandemic.
He said as the administration continues to finalize its budget he may have to consider more eliminations. School budget
votes, which were to take place May 19, were delayed until a date to be determined after June 1.

"Of course in this district we are not looking to take away valuable members of our organization that support student
learning, but it is our hope that we would be able to retain our staff-members, because each member is in the position
to meet the varying needs of our children," Rosser said to the district board of education Wednesday. "Unfortunately,

given our budgetary situation we are forced to move in this direction, it is not a good direction that I, asa
superintendent, or even as an educator, would recommend However, when you don’t have the ability to meet people ' s
payroll or salary you have to move in the direction of a budget that we will be able to meet the payroll."

.

When contacted by the Journal, Board President Felicia Watson declined to answer questions regarding the moves, but
said "The board awaits the presentation of the final budget that the superintendent will be holistically presenting soon."

The layoffs, if approved, would include 27 teacher positions, 11 administrator positions, and 10 support staff positions,
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as well as the restructuring of some central office positions. Rosser noted the eliminations do not necessarily mean 48
staff members will be laid off, given some positions are vacant due to retirements and other transitions.

Administrative positions eliminated would include the P-Tech program principal, the PACE ( Poughkeepsie Academic and
Career Excellence ) program principal, the PACE assistant principal, the high school dean of students, five elementary
assistant principals, the assistant to the superintendent, and the director of grants and advancement.
The proposed layoffs would result in around $3 million of savings. Rosser said the eliminations are likely to happen given
the economic uncertainty amid the pandemic, and the district could see more eliminations as the budget is finalized.
He said more eliminations will be voted on by the board Wednesday, May 6.

When asked by the board at the meeting how the schools will continue to provide services, Rosser did not have an
answer.

In addition to the tack of funding in schools, County Executive Marc Molinaro has reported that 2019 was a strong
"fiscal" year, in particular response to the COVID-19 pandemic, stating:

"Expenses totaled $ 471.2 million, while revenue added up to $472.6 million. Additionally, sales tax revenue increased by
$ 9.1 million, a 4.6% increase over 2018. The county also ended the fiscal year with $ 56.9 million in its general fund
balance."
Moreover, " . [rjevenues increased in 2019, even as expenditures also increased in several areas. That included a $7.6
million cost increase to the Dutchess County Sheriff 's Employee Association for union contract settlements, positions,
employee benefits and debt service."

..

Ultimately, the allocation of funds that have been attributedTo the Poughkeepsie police department in contrast to the
funding towards schools, is both erring and telling. I yearn to know what you will do to protect Black lives and prevent
further instances of police-state-sanctioned vioience, the emotional, social, and educational well-being of Black lives. I
am calling to urge you to condemn police brutality, racial profiling, and the use of excessive force by police on oppressed
communities.
Sincerely,
Peter Savino
92 Delafield street

Misinformed.tan (5> gmail.com
845 337 4123
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Morris, Carolyn
Jamie Reeves <jamie j.reeves@ aol,corn >
Friday, June 12, 2020 2:15 PM
sheriffbutch@ gmail com; countyexec; CountyLegislature; Kendall, Bradford; comptroller;
DistrictAttorney; jbaisley@townofpoughkeepsie- ny.gov;
jrenihan@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; bill.carlos@ aol.com;
jlopez@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; Michaelcifone@aol.com;
mwoolever @ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; ashershin@ yahoo.com;
fsaivatore@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov
Police Concerns

From:
Sent:
To:

,

.

Subject:

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders

.

or unexpected emails
Hello Town Officials,

I am calling for the defunding of the police.
Defunding the Police > Police Reform

The way to reduce police violence is to reduce the scope, size, and role of police in our communities.

Why would we continue to throw money away at something we already know is not working?
We need those resources in schools, toward our health, and for our futures.

Signed,
Jamie Reeves
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:

Andes Gabriela Blitz- Torres < ablitztorres@ saic.edu >
Friday, June 12, 2020 2:25 PM
sheriffbutch@ gmail.com; countyexec; CountyLegisiature; Kendall, Bradford; comptroller;
DistrictAttorney; jbaisley@townofpoughkeepsie -ny.gov;
jrenihan@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; bill.carlos@ aol.com;
jlopez@townofpoughkeepsie-ny gov; Michaelcifone@aol.com;
mwoolever @ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; ashershin@ yahoo.com;
fsalvatore@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov
Prioritize predominantly Black communities

.

Subject:

ATTENTION; This email came from an external source . Do not openaitachments or click on links from unknown senders or :

unexpectedemQilW *

I'm emailing you today to ask that you reallocate funds from police budgets to public
services specifically for poor communities of color.
Reforming police departments hasn't done enough and it is time for a new approach towards public

safety.

Please consider focusing your funding on social services for mental health, domestic violence, drug
abuse/overdose , homelessness, affordable housing, education and after-school programs.
Give these marginalized communities the compassion they deserve.

Thank you
Andes Blitz-Torres
New York resident
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Morris, Carolyn
Gabrieila Zeoli < gabriellazeoii@gmail.com >
Friday, June 12, 2020 9:43 PM
CountyLegisfature; Uaverias, Giancarlo; Sagliano, Don; Polasek, Michael; Black, Hannah;
Keith, Thomas L.; Edwards, Rebecca; Truitt, Will; Brendli, Craig; Johnson, Randy;
jeterb@hvc.rr.com; Kearney, Brennan; Metzger, John D.; Boiner, Donna;.Paoloni, Lisa;
Cavaccini, Joseph; Zernike, Frits; McHoul, Douglas A.; Page, Nick; Pulver, Gregg; Munn,
Kristofer; Caswell, Stephen; Garito, Faye; Hauser, Edward; Surman, Alan; Houston,
Deirdre; countyexec; Morris, Carolyn
Do the right thing

From:

Sent:
To:

Subject:

mwTEWfm, This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on linksfrom unknown senders or
:z
tjsmxz&un&pected email$
^ m^* ( - of Poughkeepsie I am asking you to
Dear Dutchess County Legislature, Hi, my name is Gabrieila Zeoli and 1 am a resident
reallocate money away from the Dutchess County Sheriff's Department, which disproportionately targets Black
residents. From traffic stops, to arrests, to the use of lethal force, Dutchess County Sheriffs Department targets

^

•

>

'

.

nonwhite residents at a rate far exceeding their share of the population. Much scholarship shows that a living wage,
access to health services and treatment, educational opportunity, and stable housing are far more successful at
promoting community safety than policing and prisons Dutchess County is currently allocating $ 54,665,818 of its budget
,312,183 to Juvenile Detention, totaling $74,304,402 (14.5%)
to the Sheriff and Jail, $18,041,128 to Probation and $1
toward programs that have little benefit to the community. All the while only allocating $49,520,574 (9.6%) toward
public education from Pre-School through Community College, $46,379,552 (9%) to the Department of Behavioral &
Community Health, and $11,668,951 (0.02%) to our already inadequate Public Transportation system. Additionally, only
$1,215,670 ( 0.002%) was allocated to the Agency Partner Grant Program which includes many of the programs that
support the community in meaningful ways such as housing, restorative justice, food access, literacy, and much more.
This means that Dutchess County is allocating nearly the same amount of funding to policing and incarceration as it is to
all of these other programs combined. This is an unacceptable disparity in funding. It stands to reason that a greater
number of residents can benefit from access to healthcare, education, and transportation in their communities than
they can from police presence and incarceration. As such, I demand a meaningful reallocation of these funds towards
healthcare and social programs that truly benefit the community Sincerely, Gabrieila Zeoli, 96 Macghee road
Poughkeepsie 12603, Gabrieila Zeoli, 8457050404 * The 2020 Adopted Budget Appropriations document for Dutchess
County is publicly available at https:/ /www dutchessnv gov/Departments/Countv-Legislature/Docs / 202Q-Adopted-

.

.

.

.

.

Budget pdf
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Stella " Lago" Jones < lago @ bravespacellc.com >
Friday, June 12, 2020 10:34 PM
sheriffbutch@ gmail.com; countyexec; CountyLegislature; Kendall, Bradford; comptroller;

DistrictAttorney; jbaisley@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov;
jrenihan@townofpoughkeepsie -ny.gov; bill.carlos @aol.com;
jlopez@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; Michaelcifone@ aol.com;
mwoolever@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; ashershin@yahoo.com;
fsalvatore @townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov
It is crucial that we defund the police now.

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders
or unexpected emails.
To Poughkeepsie Town Officials:

.

My name is Stella and I am an ally to the Poughkeepsie community

Given the historic, social, and political origins of police and policing, in conjunction with the recent nationwide protests
reflecting the antiBlack deaths of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Tony McDade I am contacting you because I am
demanding you to redirect money away from the Poughkeepsie Police Department and prioritize collective services that
will help improve the socio-economic conditions of Poughkeepsie's predominately Black communities.

Subsequently, a majority of teachers are at serious risk of losing their positions as well the youth losing the essential
human right to learn and receive a formal education. As such, the Poughkeepsie City School District has stated the
following:

The Poughkeepsie City School District is proposing to eliminate 48 positions, including teachers, administrators and
support staff, as it attempts to erase a $ 2.6 million deficit for its 2020-21 budget. The board voted Wednesday to
eliminate positions for elementary assistant principals, the Poughkeepsie High School dean of students, the assistants
the superintendent and a position that had yet to be filled for the director of grants and advancement.
Superintendent Eric Rosser said the cuts, most of which have yet to be voted on, are necessary to overcome financial
challenges that include decreases in state aid, the loss of building aid, increases in operating costs, and other financial
obligations. Some, but not all, of those losses are related to hardships created by the coronavirus pandemic.

He said as the administration continues to finalize its budget he may have to consider more eliminations. School budget
votes, which were to take place May 19, were delayed until a date to be determined after June 1.
.

" Of course in this district we are not looking to take away valuable members of our organization that support student

learning, but it is our hope that we would be able to retain our staff members, because each member is in the position
to meet the varying needs of our children," Rosser said to the district board of education Wednesday " Unfortunately,
given our budgetary situation we are forced to move in this direction, it is not a good direction that I, as a
superintendent, or even as an educator, would recommend However, when you don't have the ability to meet people' s
payroll or salary you have to move in the direction of a budget that we will be able to meet the payroll "

.

.

.

When contacted by the Journal, Board President Felicia Watson declined to answer questions regarding the moves, but
said " The board awaits the presentation of the final budget that the superintendent will be holistically presenting soon."
411

The layoffs, if approved, would include 27 teacher positions, 11 administrator positions, and 10 support staff positions,
as well as the restructuring of some central office positions Rosser noted the eliminations do not necessarily mean 48
staff members will be laid off, given some positions are vacant due to retirements and other transitions.

.

Administrative positions eliminated would include the P-Tech program principal, the PACE ( Poughkeepsie Academic
and Career Excellence ) program principal, the PACE assistant principal, the high school dean of students, five elementary
assistant principals, the assistant to the superintendent, and the director of grants and advancement.

The proposed layoffs would result in around $ 3 million of savings. Rosser said the eliminations are likely to happen
given the economic uncertainty amid the pandemic, and the district could see more eliminations as the budget is

.

finalized
He said more eliminations will be voted on by the board Wednesday, May 6.

When asked by the board at the meeting how the schools will continue to provide services, Rosser did not have an
answer.
In addition to the lack of funding in schools, County Executive Marc Molinaro has reported that 2019 was a strong
"fiscal" year, in particular response to the COVID-19 pandemic, stating:

"Expensestotaled $ 471.2 million, while revenue added up to $472.6 million. Additionally, sales tax revenue increased
by $9.1 million, a 4.6% increase over 2018. The county also ended the fiscal year with $56.9 million in its general fund
balance."

.

.

Moreover, " ..[rjevenues increased in 2019, even as expenditures also increased in several areas That included a $7.6
million cost increase to the Dutchess County Sheriffs Employee Association for union contract settlements, positions,
employee benefits and debt service."

Ultimately, the allocation of funds that have been attributed to the Poughkeepsie police department in contrast to the
funding towards schools, is both erring and telling. I yearn to know what you will do to protect Black lives and prevent
further instances of police-state-sanctioned violence, the emotional, social, and educational well-being of Black lives. I
am calling to urge you to condemn police brutality, racial profiling, and the use of excessive force by police on oppressed
communities.

Sincerely,

Stella " Lago" Jones
They/them or She/her
Couple, Family, Individual Therapist
Brave Space, LLC

www.bravespacellc.com
front desk phone: 503 -486-8936
direct line: 503-389-5892
fax: 503-894-6020

"Action on behalf of life transforms. Because the relationship between self and the world is reciprocal, it is not a

.

question of first getting enlightened or saved and then acting As we work to heal the earth, the earth heals us." - Robin
Wall Kimmerer, Braiding Sweetgrass

The confidentiality of electronic communications cannot be guaranteed. This email may contain Protected Health
Information ( PHI) . PHI is personal and sensitive information related to a person ' s health care It is being sent to you after
appropriate authorization from the patient or under circumstances that do not require patient authorization. You, the
recipient, are obligated to maintain it in a safe, secure and confidential manner. Re-disclosure without additional patient

.

412

consent or as permitted by law is prohibited. Unauthorized disclosure or failure to maintain confidentiality could subject
you to penalties described in federal and state laws. This transmission is intended only for those to which it is addressed
and may contain information that is privileged, confidential, or protected by law. All others are hereby notified that

receipt of this message does not waive any applicable privilege or exemption from disclosure and that any
dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is prohibited, if you have received this communication in
error, please notify us immediately and shred this documentation

.
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Morris, Caroiyn
Javier Camacho <jjcamzann@hotmaiI.com>
Saturday, June 13, 2020 12:30 AM
sheriffbutch@gmaii.com; countyexec; CountyLegislature; Kendal!, Bradford; comptroller;
DistrictAttorney; jbaisley@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov;
jrenihan@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; brll.carios@ aol.com;
jlopez@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; Michaeicifone@ aol.com;
mwoolever@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; ashershin@yahoo.com;
fsalvatore@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov
[*** INSERT UNIQUE SUBJECT LINE ***]

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

.

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders
or unexpected emails

.

To Poughkeepsie Town Officials:

My name is Javier Camacho and I am a resident of Oceanside.
Given the historic, social, and political origins of police and policing, in conjunction with the recent nationwide protests
reflecting the antiBiack deaths of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Tony McDade l am contacting you because I am
demanding you to redirect money away from the Poughkeepsie Police Department and prioritize collective services that
will help improve the socio -economic conditions of.Poughkeepsie's predominately Black communities.

Subsequently, a majority of teachers are at serious risk of losing their positions as well the youth losing the essential
human right to learn and receive a formal education. As such, the Poughkeepsie City School District has stated the
following;

The Poughkeepsie City School District is proposing to eliminate 48 positions, including teachers, administrators and
support staff, as it attempts to erase a $ 2.6 million deficit for its 2020-21 budget The board voted Wednesday to
eliminate positions for elementary assistant principals, the Poughkeepsie High School dean of students, the assistant to
the superintendent and a position that had yet to be filled for the director of grants and advancement

.

.

Superintendent Eric Rosser said the cuts, most of which have yet to be voted on, are necessary to overcome financial
challenges that include decreases in state aid, the loss of building aid, increases in operating costs, and other financial
obligations. Some, but not all, of those losses are related to hardships created by the coronavirus pandemic.

.

He said as the administration continues to finalize its budget he may have to consider more eliminations School budget
votes, which were to take place May 19, were delayed until a date to be determined after June 1

.

" Of course in this district we are not looking to take awayvaluable members of our organization that support student
learning, but it is our hope that we would be able to retain our staff members, because each member is in the position
to meet the varying needs of our children," Rosser said to the district board of education Wednesday. "Unfortunately,
given our budgetary situation we are forced to move in this direction, it is not a good direction that I, as a
superintendent, or even as an educator, would recommend , However, when you don't have the ability to meet people 's
payroll or salary you have to move in the direction of a budget that we will be able to meet the payroll."

When contacted by the Journal, Board President Felicia Watson declined to answer questions regarding the moves, but
said "The board awaits the presentation of the final budget that the superintendent will be holistically presenting soon."
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The layoffs, if approved, would indude 27 teacher positions, 11 administrator positions, and 10 support staff positions,
as wetl as the restructuring of some central office positions. Rosser noted the eliminations do not necessarily mean 48
staff members will be laid off, given some positions are vacant due to retirements and other transitions.

Administrative positions eliminated would include the P-Tech program principal, the PACE {Poughkeepsie Academic and
Career Excellence ) program principal, the PACE assistant principal, the high school dean of students, five elementary
assistant principals, the assistant to the superintendent, and the director of grants and advancement.
The proposed layoffs would result in around $3 million of savings. Rosser said the eliminations are likely to happen given
the economic uncertainty amid the pandemic, and the district could see more eliminations as the budget is finalized.
He said more eliminations will be voted on by the board Wednesday, May 6.

When asked by the board at the meeting how the schools will continue to provide services, Rosser did not have an
answer.
In addition to the lack of funding in schools, County Executive Marc Molinaro has reported that 2019 was a strong
"fiscal" year, in particular response to the COVID-19 pandemic, stating:

"Expenses totaled $ 471.2 million, while revenue added up to $472.6 million. Additionally, sales tax revenue increased by
$9.1 million, a 4.6% increase over 2018 The county also ended the fiscal year with $ 56.9 million in its general fund
balance."

.

.

...

Moreover, " [rjevenues increased in 2019, even as expenditures also increased in several areas That included a $ 7.6
million cost increase to the Dutchess County Sheriffs Employee Association for union contract settlements, positions,

.

employee benefits and debt service "
Ultimately, the allocation of funds that have been attributed to the Poughkeepsie police department in contrast to the
funding towards schools, is both erring_ and telling. I yearn to know whatyou will do to protect Black lives and prevent
further instances of police-state-sanctioned violence,.the emotional, social, and educational well-being of Black lives. !
am calling to urge you to condemn police brutality, racial profiling, and the use of excessive force by police on oppressed
communities

.

Sincerely,
Javier Camacho
3255 5th Street, Oceanside, NY
jjcamzam @ gmail.com
(650)430-8593

Sent from my iPhone
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Elena Toscano < etoscanocupcakes @ gmaii.com>
Saturday, June 13, 2020 1:29 AM
sheriffbutch@ gmail.com; countyexec; CountyLegislature; Kendall, Bradford; comptroller;
DistrictAttorney; jbaisley@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny gov;
jrenihan@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; bill.carlos@ aol.com;
jlopez@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; Michaelcifone@aol.com;
mwoolever@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; ashershin@ yahoo.com;
fsalvatore@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov
[*** INSERT UNIQUE SUBJECT LINE ***]

.

ATTENTION: This email caine from an external source . Do not open attachments or click onlmks:from unxnown senders or < e
unexpected emails.
- T,
To Poughkeepsie Town Officials:

.

My name is Elena and l am a resident of New Paltz, NY While this doesn't affect me straight on, it is still my community,

Given the historic, social, and political origins of police and policing, in conjunction with the recent nationwide protests
reflecting the antiBlack deaths of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Tony McDade I am contacting you because I am
demanding you to redirect money away from the Poughkeepsie Police Department and prioritize collective services that
will help improve the socio-economic conditions of Poughkeepsie 's predominately Black communities.

Subsequently, a majority of teachers are at serious risk of losing their positions as well the youth losing the essential
human right to learn and receive a formal education. As such, the Poughkeepsie City School District has stated the
following:

The Poughkeepsie City School District is proposing to eliminate 48 positions, including teachers, administrators and
support staff, as it attempts to erase a $ 2.6 million deficit for its 2020-21 budget. The board voted Wednesdavto
eliminate positions for elementary assistant principals, the Poughkeepsie High School dean of students, the assistant to
the superintendent and a position that had yet to be filled for the director of grants and advancement.
Superintendent Eric Rosser said the cuts, most of which have yet to be voted on, are necessary to overcome financial
challenges that include decreases in state aid, the loss of building aid, increases in operating costs, and other financial
obligations. Some, but not all, of those losses are related to hardships created by the coronavirus pandemic.
He said as the administration continues to finalize its budget he may have to consider more eliminations, School budget
votes, which were to take place May 19, were delayed until a date to be determined after June 1.

"Of course in this district we are not looking to take away valuable members of our organization that support student

learning, but it is our hope that we would be able to retain our staff members, because each member is In the position
to meet the varying needs of our children," Rosser said to the district board of education Wednesday "Unfortunately,
given our budgetary situation we are forced to move in this direction, it is not a good direction that I, as a
superintendent, or even as an educator, would recommend. However, when you don't have the ability to meet people's
payroll or salary you have to move in the direction of a budget that we will be able to meet the payroll ?'

.

'

When contacted by the Journal, Board President Felicia Watson declined to answer questions regarding the moves, but
said "The board awaits the presentation of the final budget that the superintendent will be holistically presenting soon."
The layoffs, if approved, would include 27 teacher positions, 11 administrator positions, and 10 support staff positions,
407

as well as the restructuring of some central office positions. Rosser noted the eliminations do not necessarily mean 48
staff members will be laid off, given some positions are vacant due to retirements and other transitions.

Administrative positions eliminated would include the P-Tech program principal, the PACE ( Poughkeepsie Academic and
Career Excellence) program principal, the PACE assistant principal, the high school dean of students, five elementary
assistant principals, the assistant to the superintendent, and the director of grants and advancement.

The proposed layoffs would result in around $3 million of savings. Rosser said the eliminations are likely to happen given
the economic uncertainty amid the pandemic, and the district could see more eliminations as the budget is finalized.
He said more eliminations will be voted on by the board Wednesday, May 6

.

When asked by the board at the meeting how the schools will continue to provide services, Rosser did not have an
answer

.

in addition to the lack of funding in schools, County Executive Marc Molinaro has reported that 2019 was a strong
" fiscal" year, in particular response to the COVID-19 pandemic, stating:

"Expenses totaled $471.2 million, while revenue added up to $472.6 million. Additionally, sales tax revenue increased by
$ 9.1 million, a 4.6% increase over 2018. The county also ended the fiscal year with $ 56.9 million in its general fund
balance."

.

...

Moreover, " [Revenues increased in 2019, even as expenditures also increased in several areas That included a $ 7.6
million cost increase to the Dutchess County Sheriffs Employee Associatiomfor union contract settlements, positions,
employee benefits and debt service."

Ultimately, the allocation of funds that have been attributed to the Poughkeepsie police department in contrast to the
funding towards schools, is both erring and telling. I yearn to know what you will do to protect Black lives and prevent
further instances of police-state -sanctioned violence, the emotional, social, and educational well-being of Black lives. I
am calling to urge you to condemn police brutality, racial profiling, and the use of excessive force by police on oppressed
communities

.

Sincerely,
Elena

408

Morris, Carolyn
Jackie Kellogg <jacqkellogg @ gmail.com >
Saturday, June 13, 2020 1:33 AM
sheriffbutch @ gmaii com; countyexec; CountyLegislature; Kendall, Bradford; comptroller;
DistrictAttorney; jbaisley @townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov;
jrenihan@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; bill.carlos@ aol.com;
jlopez@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; Michaelcifone@ aol.com;
mwoolever@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; ashershin@yahoo.com;
fsalvatore @townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov
REDIRECT FUNDS TO PK SCHOOLS

From:
Sent:
To:

.

Subject:

Do notoperi attachmentsorclick oh links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails. : .

^ili^emailcame fromtin external source

AU£NtlON:

.

;

-

To Poughkeepsie Town Officials:

My name is Jacqueline Kellogg and I am a resident of the Town of Poughkeepsie.

Given the historic, social, and political origins of police and policing, in conjunction with the recent
nationwide protests reflecting the antiBiack deaths of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Tony
McDade I am contacting you because I am demanding you to redirect money away from the
Poughkeepsie Police Department and prioritize collective services that will help improve the socioeconomic conditions of Poughkeepsie’s predominately Black communities.
Subsequently , a majority of teachers are at serious risk of losing their positions as well the youth
losing the essential human right to learn and receive a formal education. As such, the Poughkeepsie
City School District has stated the following:

The Poughkeepsie City School District is proposing to eliminate 48 positions, including teachers,
administrators and support staff, as it attempts to erase a $2.6 million deficit for its 2020-21 budget.
The board voted Wednesday to eliminate positions for elementary assistant principals, the
Poughkeepsie High School dean of students , the assistant to the superintendent and a position that
had yet to be filled for the director of grants and advancement.
Superintendent Eric Rosser said the cuts, most of which have yet to be voted on, are necessary to
overcome financial challenges that include decreases in state aid , the loss of building aid, increases
in operating costs, and other financial obligations. Some, but not all, of those losses are related to
hardships created by the coronavirus pandemic.

He said as the administration continues to finalize its budget he may have to consider more
eliminations. School budget votes, which were to take place May 19, were delayed until a date to be
determined after June 1.

“Of course in this district we are not looking to take away valuable members of our organization that
support student learning, but it is our hope that we would be able to retain our staff members,
because each member is in the position to meet the varying needs of our children,” Rosser said to the
district board of education Wednesday . “Unfortunately, given our budgetary situation we are forced to
move in this direction, it is not a good direction that I, as a superintendent, or even as an educator,
would recommend. However , when you don’t have the ability to meet people's payroll or salary you
have to move in the direction of a budget that we will be able to meet the payroll."

-105

When contacted by the Journal, Board President Felicia Watson declined to answer questions
regarding the moves, but said “The board awaits the presentation of the final budget that the
superintendent will be holistically presenting soon.”

The layoffs, if approved, would include 27 teacher positions, 11 administrator positions, and 10
support staff positions, as well as the restructuring of some central office positions. Rosser noted the
eliminations do not necessarily mean 48 staff members will be laid off, given some positions are
vacant due to retirements and other transitions.

Administrative positions eliminated would include the P-Tech program principal, the PACE
(Poughkeepsie Academic and Career Excellence) program principal, the PACE assistant principal,
the high school dean of students, five elementary assistant principals, the assistant to the
superintendent, and the director of grants and advancement
The proposed layoffs would result in around $ 3 million of savings. Rosser said the eliminations are
likely to happen given the economic uncertainty amid the pandemic, and the district could see more
eliminations as the budget is finalized. He said more eliminations will be voted on by the board
Wednesday, May 6.

When asked by the board at the meeting how the schools will continue to provide services, Rosser
did not have an answer.
In addition to the lack of funding in schools, County Executive Marc Molinaro has reported that 2019
was a strong "fiscal” year, in particular response to the COVID-19 pandemic, stating:

“Expenses totaled $471.2 million, while revenue added up to $472.6 million. Additionally, sales tax
revenue increased by $9.1 million, a 4.6% increase over 2018. The county also ended the fiscal year
with $56.9 million in its general fund balance.”
Moreover, ". .. [Revenues increased in 2019, even as expenditures also increased in several areas.
That included a $7.6 million cost increase to the Dutchess County Sheriffs Employee Association for
union contract settlements, positions, employee benefits and debt service.”

Ultimately , the allocation of funds that have been attributed to the Poughkeepsie police department in
contrast to the funding towards schools, is both erring and telling. I yearn to know what you will do to
protect Black lives and prevent further instances of police-state-sanctioned violence, the emotional,
social, and educational well-being of Black lives. I am calling to urge you to condemn police brutality,
racial profiling, and the use of excessive force by police on oppressed communities.

Sincerely,
Jacqueline Kellogg
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:

To:

Subject:

Claire Brigden <cbrigden@vassar.edu>
Saturday, June 13, 2020 3:16 AM
sheriffbutch@gmail.com; countyexec; CountyLegislature; Kendall, Bradford; comptroller;
DistrictAttorney; jbaisley@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov;
jrenihan@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; bill.carlos @ aol.com;
jlopez@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; Michaelcifone@aol.com;
mwoolever@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; ashershin@yahoo.com;
fsalvatore @townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov
Invest in our community by defunding the police

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders
or unexpected emails.
To Poughkeepsie Town Officials:
My name is Claire Brigden and I am a resident of Poughkeepsie .

Given the historic, social, and political origins of police and policing, in conjunction with the recent nationwide protests
reflecting the antiBlack deaths of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Tony McDade I am contacting you because I am
demanding you to redirect money away from the Poughkeepsie Police Department and prioritize collective services that
will help improve the socio-economic conditions of Poughkeepsie's predominately Black communities.
Subsequently, a majority of teachers are at serious risk of losing their positions as well the youth losing the essential
human right to learn and receive a formal education. As such, the Poughkeepsie City School District has stated the
following:

The Poughkeepsie City School District is proposing to eliminate 48 positions, including teachers, administrators and
support staff, as it attempts to erase a $ 2.6 million deficit for its 2020-21 budget. The board voted Wednesday to
eliminate positions for elementary assistant principals, the Poughkeepsie High School dean of students, the assistant to
the superintendent and a position that had yet to be filled for the director of grants and advancement.
Superintendent Eric Rosser said the cuts, most of which have yet to be voted on, are necessary to overcome financial
challenges that include decreases in state aid, the loss of building aid, increases in operating costs, and other financial
obligations. Some, but not all, of those losses are related to hardships created by the coronavirus pandemic.
He said as the administration continues to finalize its budget he may have to consider more eliminations. School budget
votes, which were to take place May 19, were delayed until a date to be determined after June 1.

"Of course in this district we are not looking to take away valuable members of our organization that support student

learning, but it is our hope that we would be able to retain our staff members, because each member is in the position
to meet the varying needs of our children," Rosser said to the district board of education Wednesday. "Unfortunately,
given our budgetary situation we are forced to move in this direction, it is not a good direction that I, as a
superintendent, or even as an educator, would recommend. However, when you don't have the -ability to meet people's
payroll or salary you have to move in the direction of a budget that we will be able to meet the payroll."

When contacted by the Journal, Board President Felicia Watson declined to answer questions regarding the moves, but
said "The board awaits the presentation of the final budget that the superintendent will be holistically presenting soon "

.

4Q3

The layoffs, if approved, would include 27 teacher positions, 11 administrator positions, and 10 support staff positions,
as well as the restructuring of some central office positions. Rosser noted the eliminations do not necessarily mean 48
staff members will be laid off, given some positions are vacant due to retirements and other transitions.
Administrative positions eliminated would include the P-Tech program principal, the PACE (Poughkeepsie Academic and
Career Excellence) program principal, the PACE assistant principal, the high school dean of students, five elementary
assistant principals, the assistant to the superintendent, and the director of grants and advancement.

The proposed layoffs would result in around $3 million of savings. Rosser said the eliminations are likely to happen given
the economic uncertainty amid the pandemic, and the district could see more eliminations as the budget is finalized.
He said more eliminations will be voted on by the board Wednesday, May 6.
When asked by the board at the meeting how the schools will continue to provide services, Rosser did not have an
answer.
In addition to the lack of funding in schools, County Executive Marc Molinaro has reported that 2019 was a strong
" fiscal" year, in particular response to the COVID-19 pandemic, stating;

" Expenses totaled $471.2 million, while revenue added up to $472.6 million. Additionally, sales tax revenue increased by
$9.1 million, a 4.6% increase over 2018. The county also ended the fiscal year with $ 56.9 million in its general fund
balance."

...

Moreover, " [rjevenues increased in 2019, even as expenditures also increased in several areas. That included a $7.6
million cost increase to the Dutchess County Sheriffs Employee Association for union contract settlements, positions,
employee benefits and debt service."

Ultimately, the allocation of funds that have been attributed to the Poughkeepsie police department in contrast to the
funding towards schools, is both erring and telling. 1 yearn to know what you will do to protect Black lives and prevent
further instances of police-state-sanctioned violence, the emotional, social, and educational well-being of Biack lives. I
am calling to urge you to condemn police brutality, racial profiling, and the use of excessive force by police on oppressed

communities.
Sincerely,
Claire Brigden
650-575 -1365
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To the Dutchess County Legislature,

I was appalled to learn that Dutchess County is going ahead with plans to build a $200
million new jail this fail.

Firstly, it sounds like there is absolutely no need for a new prison at this time, with a
prison population down from 400 to 130, the current prison is far from maximum
capacity.

Second, particularly in this historic moment, when the United States is in the midst of a
profound reckoning as regards our criminal justice system - it seems unbelievably tonedeaf and regressive to steer millions of dollars away from social programs to construct a
new, unnecessary jail.
Finally, in- the midst of unprecedented financial challenges, when many of our fellow
citizens are experiencing extreme hardship, to burden the tax - payers with the expense
of a (again) unnecessary prison seems unconscionable.

Sincerely,
Caroline Goodman-Thomases
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I urge the legislature to rescind funding for the new Dutchess County jail. With the change in the New York bail laws
the jail population has dropped and we no longer need the increase in capacity. Further, the recession and the
increase in spending to cope with the Covid 19 pandemic creates a new burden on county revenues and Dutchess
residents ability to sustain the tax increase needed to pay for the jail.
.

The legislature should be examining ways to reduce the law enforcement budget and shift those funds to mental
health and other areas to deal with the forces that tend to result in the incarceration of too many of our citizens.
St's time to really Think Differently about the way we police our county.

Ed
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Dear County Legislature,

I urge you to stop the bond for the new county jail. This is a financially, logistically, and morally egregious expenditure.

Thank you,
Jamie Mulligan
City of Beacon

!
:

!

!
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Fund the next generation, fund education
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To Poughkeepsie Town Officials: My name is Carly Forestieri and I am a resident of Dutchess County Given the historic,
social, and political origins of police and policing, in conjunction with the recent nationwide protests reflecting the
antiBlack deaths of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Tony McDade I am contacting you because I am demanding you
to redirect money away from the Poughkeepsie Police Department and prioritize collective services that will help
improve the socio - economic conditions of Poughkeepsie 's predominately Black communities Subsequently, a majority
of teachers are at serious risk of losing their positions as well the youth losing the essential human right to learn and
receive a formal education. As such, the Poughkeepsie City School District has stated the following: The Poughkeepsie
City School District is proposing to eliminate 48 positions, including teachers, administrators and support staff, as it
attempts to erase a $ 2.6 million deficit for its 2020-21budget. The board voted Wednesday to eliminate positions for
elementary assistant principals, the Poughkeepsie High School dean of students, the assistant to the superintendent and
a position that had yet to be filled for the director of grants and advancement. Superintendent Eric Rosser said the cuts,
most of which have yet to be voted on, are necessary to overcome financial challenges that include decreases in state
aid, the loss of building aid, increases in operating costs, and other financial obiigations Some, but not all, of those
losses are related to hardships created by the coronavirus pandemic He said as the administration continues to finalize
its budget he may have to consider more eliminations School budget votes, which were to take place May 19, were
delayed until a date to be determined after June 1 "Of course in this district we are not looking to take away valuable
members of our organization that support student learning, but it is our hope that we would be able to retain our staff
members, because each member is in the position to meet the varying needs of our children," Rosser said to the district
board of education Wednesday "Unfortunately, given our budgetary situation we are forced to move in this direction, it
is not a good direction that I, as a superintendent, or even as an educator, would recommend . However, when you don’t
have the ability to meet people 's payroll or salary you have to move in the direction of a budget that we will be able to
meet the payroll." When contacted by the Journal, Board President Felicia Watson declined to answer questions
regarding the moves, but said "The board awaits the presentation of the final budget that the superintendent will be
holistically presenting soon." The layoffs, if approved, would include 27 teacher positions, 11 administrator positions,
and 10 support staff positions, as well as the restructuring of some central office positions Rosser noted the
eliminations do not necessarily mean 48 staff members will be laid off, given some positions are vacant due to
retirements and other transitions. Administrative positions eliminated would include the P Tech program principal, the
PACE (Poughkeepsie Academic and Career Excellence) program principal, the PACE assistant principal, the high school
dean of students, five elementary assistant principals, the assistant to the superintendent, and the director of grants and
advancement , The proposed layoffs would result in around $3 million of savings Rosser said the eliminations are likely

i
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.

-

.

to happen given the economic uncertainty amid the pandemic, and the district could see more eliminations as the
budget is finalized . He said more eliminations will be voted on by the board Wednesday, May 6. When asked by the
board at the meeting how the schools will continue to provide services, Rosser did not have ananswer. in addition to
the lack of funding in schools, County Executive Marc Molinaro has reported that 2019 was a strong "fiscal" year, in
particular response to the COVID-19 pandemic, stating: "Expenses totaled $471.2 million, while revenue added up to
$472.6 million. Additionally, sales tax revenue increased by $ 9.1 million, a 4.6% increase over 2018. The county also
ended the fiscal year with $56.9 million in its general fund balance." Moreover, "...[ rjevenues increased in 2019, even as
398

;

expenditures also increased in several areas. That included a $7.6 million cost increase to the Dutchess County Sheriff's
Employee Association for union contract settlements, positions, employee benefits and debt service." Ultimately, the
allocation of funds that have been attributed to the Poughkeepsie police department in contrast to the funding towards
schools, is both erring and telling. I yearn to know what you will do to protect Black lives and prevent further instances
of police-state-sanctioned violence, the emotional, social, and educational well-being of Black lives. I am calling to urge
you to condemn police brutality, racial profiling, and the use of excessive force by police on oppressed communities
Sincerely, Carly Forestieri

.
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To Poughkeepsie Town Officials:

My name is Joseph and I am a resident of Poughkeepsie.

Given the historic, social, and political origins of police and policing, in conjunction with the recent nationwide protests
reflecting the antiBlack deaths of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Tony McDade I am contacting you because am
!
demanding you to redirect money away from the Poughkeepsie Police Department and prioritize collective services
that
will help improve the socio-economic conditions of Poughkeepsie's predominantly Black communities.
Subsequently, a majority of teachers are at serious risk of losing their positions as well the youth losing the essential
human right to learn and receive a formal education. As such, the Poughkeepsie City School District has stated the
following:
The Poughkeepsie City School District is proposing to eliminate 48 positions, including teachers, administrators and
support staff, as it attempts to erase a $2.6 million deficit for its 2020-21 budget The board voted Wednesday to
eliminate positions for elementary assistant principals, the Poughkeepsie High School dean of students, the assistant to
the superintendent and a position that had yet to be filled for the director of grants and advancement

.

.

Superintendent Eric Rosser said the cuts, most of which have yet to be voted on, are necessary to overcome financial
challenges that include decreases in state aid, the loss of building aid, increases in operating costs, and other financial
obligations. Some, but not all, of those losses are related to hardships created by the coronavirus pandemic.
He said as the administration continues to finalize its budget he may have to consider more eliminations. School budget
votes, which were to take place May 19, were delayed until a date to be determined after June 1

.

"Of course in this district we are not looking to take away valuable members of our organization that support student
learning, but it is our hope that we would be able to retain our staff members, because each member is in the position
to meet the varying needs of our children," Rosser said to the district board of education Wednesday . Unfortunately,
"
given our budgetary situation we are forced to move in this direction, it is not a good direction that I, as a
superintendent, or even as an educator, would recommend. However, when you don t have the ability to meet people s
'
'
payroll or salary you have to move in the direction of a budget that we will be able to meet the payroll.
"
When contacted by the Journal, Board President Felicia Watson declined to answer questions regarding the moves, but
said "The board awaits the presentation of the final budget that the superintendent will be holistically presenting soon.

"

The layoffs, if approved, would include 27 teacher positions, 11 administrator positions, and 10 support staff positions,
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as well as the restructuring of some central office positions Rosser noted the eliminations do not necessarily mean 48
staff members will be laid off, given some positions are vacant due to retirements and other transitions.

Administrative positions eliminated would include the P-Tech program principal, the PACE (Poughkeepsie Academic and
Career Excellence) program principal, the PACE assistant principal, the high school dean of students, five elementary
assistant principals, the assistant to the superintendent, and the director of grants and advancement.

The proposed layoffs would result in around $ 3 million of savings. Rosser said the eliminations are likely to happen given
the economic uncertainty amid the pandemic, and the district could see more eliminations as the budget is finalized. He
said more eliminations will be voted on by the board Wednesday, May 6.
When asked by the board at the meeting how the schools will continue to provide services, Rosser did not have an
answer.
In addition to the lack of funding in schools, County Executive Marc Molinaro has reported that 2019 was a strong
"fiscal" year, in particular response to the COVID-19 pandemic, stating:

"Expenses totaled $471.2 million, while revenue added up to $ 472.6 million. Additionally, sales tax revenue increased by
$9.1 million, a 4.6% increase over 2018. The county also ended the fiscal year with $56.9 million in its general fund
balance."

Moreover, ".. [ r ] evenues increased in 2019, even as expenditures also increased in several areas. That included a $7.6
million cost increase to the Dutchess County Sheriffs Employee Association for union contract settlements, positions,
employee benefits and debt service."

.

Ultimately, the allocation of funds that have been attributed to the Poughkeepsie police department in contrast to the
funding towards schools, is both erring and telling. I yearn to know what you will do to protect Black lives and prevent
further instances of police-state-sanctioned violence, the emotional, social, and educational well-being of Black lives. I
am calling to urge you to condemn police brutality, racial profiling, and the use of excessive force by police on oppressed
communities.

.

Sincerely, Joseph, itsioey 633 (agmail com
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I urge the legislature to rescind funding for the new Dutchess County jail. With the change in the New York bail laws
the jail population has dropped and we no longer need the increase in capacity. Further, the recession and the
increase in spending to cope with the Covid 19 pandemic creates a new burden on county revenues and Dutchess
residents ability to sustain the tax increase needed to pay for the jail.

The legislature should be examining ways to reduce the law enforcement budget and shift those funds to mental
health and other areas to deal with the forces that tend to result in the incarceration of too many of our citizens.

It' s time to really Think Differently about the way we police our county.
Ed
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Regarding the construction of a new Dutchess County Jail, scheduled to begin construction this September:
It's foolish to commit to a construction bond for the new jail that will require county taxpayers to pay out for the
forseeable future almost $10 million per year at a time when the county’s economy and public revenues are in freefall
due to the coronavirus pandemic.

It's insulting and frankly dangerous to expand the carceral system at a time when U.S. citizens of every race and creed
are protesting against police violence against Black people and the criminalization of social problems (like mental health,
domestic violence, drug addiction) that can be and were once addressed through non-carceral public services.

According to FBI Uniform Crime Reporting statistics, for 2001-18, the Dutchess County Sheriffs Office has reported a
drop in violent crime of 64% and a drop in property crime in 59% Yet taxpayers have had to support a 61% increase in
county budget allocated to the sheriffs office and the jail over the last twenty years.

.

This unnecessary and unwanted expansion of police and carceral system must stop, i urge Dutchess County legislators to
halt funding of the new Dutchess County Jail.
Leonard Nevarez
Rhinebeck, NY
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To Poughkeepsie Town Officials:

My name is Matthew Berman and I am a resident of Poughkeepsie.
Given the historic, social, and political origins of police and policing, in conjunction with the recent nationwide protests
reflecting the antiBlack deaths of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Tony McDade I am contacting you because I am
demanding you to redirect money away from the Poughkeepsie Police Department and prioritize collective services that
will help improve the socio-economic conditions of Poughkeepsie 's predominately Black communities

.

Subsequently, a majority of teachers are at serious risk of losing their positions as well the youth losing the essential
human right to learn and receive a formal education. As such, the Poughkeepsie City School District has stated the
following:
The Poughkeepsie City School District is proposing to eliminate 48 positions, including teachers, administrators and
support staff, as it attempts to erase a $ 2.6 million deficit for its 2020-21 budget The board voted Wednesday to
eliminate positions for elementary assistant principals, the Poughkeepsie High School dean of students, the assistant to
the superintendent and a position that had yet to be filled for the director of grants and advancement,

.

Superintendent Eric Rosser said the cuts, most of which have yet to be voted on, are necessary to overcome financial
challenges that include decreases in state aid, the loss of building aid, increases in operating costs, and other financial
obligations Some, but not all, of those losses are related to hardships created by the coronavirus pandemic.

.

.

He said as the administration continues to finalize its budget he may have to consider more eliminations School budget
votes, which were to take place May 19, were delayed until a date to be determined after June 1.

"Of course in this district we are not looking to take away valuable members of our organization that support student
learning, but it is our hope that we would be able to retain our staff members, because each member is in the position
to meet the varying needs of our children," Rosser said to the district board of education Wednesday. "Unfortunately,

given our budgetary situation we are forced to move in this direction, it is not a good direction that I, as a
superintendent, or even as an educator, would recommend. However, when you don't have the ability to meet people's
payroll or salary you have to move inthe direction of a budget that we will be able to meet the payroll "

.

When contacted by the Journal, Board President Felicia Watson declined to answer questions regarding the moves, but
said "The board awaits the presentation of the final budget that the superintendent will be holistically presenting soon."
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The layoffs, if approved, would include 27 teacher positions, 11 administrator positions, and 10 support staff positions,
as well as the restructuring of some central office positions. Rosser noted the eliminations do not necessarily mean 48
staff members will be laid off, given some positions are vacant due to retirements and other transitions.

Administrative positions eliminated would include the P-Tech program principal, the PACE {Poughkeepsie Academic
and Career Excellence ) program principal, the PACE assistant principal, the high school dean of students, five elementary
assistant principals, the assistant to the superintendent, and the director of grants and advancement.
The proposed layoffs would result in around $3 million of savings. Rosser said the eliminations are likely to happen
given the economic uncertainty amid the pandemic, and the district could see more eliminations as the budget is
finalized.
He said more eliminations will be voted on by the board Wednesday, May 6.
When asked by the board at the meeting how the schools will continue to provide services, Rosser did not have an
answer.
in addition to the lack of funding in schools, County Executive Marc Molinaro has reported that 2019 was a strong
"fiscal" year, in particular response to the COVID-19 pandemic, stating:

" Expenses totaled $471.2 million, while revenue added up to $472.6 million. Additionally, sales tax revenue increased
by $9.1 million, a 4.6% increase over 2018. The county also ended the fiscal year with $56.9 million in its general fund
balance."

...

Moreover, " [rjevenues increased in 2019, even as expenditures also increased in several areas. That included a $7.6
million cost increase to the-Dutchess County Sheriffs Employee Association for union contract settlements, positions,
employee benefits and debt service."

Ultimately, the allocation of funds that have been attributed to the Poughkeepsie police department in contrast to the
funding towards schools, is both erring and telling, l yearn to know what you will do to protect Black lives and prevent
further instances of police-state-sanctioned violence, the emotional, social, and educational well-being of Black lives, i
am calling to urge you to condemn police brutality, racial profiling, and the use of excessive force by police on oppressed
communities.

Thank you for your time,
Matthew Berman
23 Wickham Rd.
Matthew.berman @ wustl edu
516-306-5107

.
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The below is in support of rescinding the bond authorization for the county . Please add this to the record for the July legislative
meeting
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The jail has faced widespread opposition from residents since the beginning. And since the vote to approve the
bond in 2016, this resistance has been proven worthy. State mandated bail reform significantly decreased the
number of inmates awaiting sentencing. The County Comptroller audited various criminal justice programs and
found that many alternatives to incarceration were far more cost effective that housing non-violent offenders in
jail. Individual offenders with substance abuse addiction or mental illness are better served in the community
with appropriate restrictions, without any increase in recidivism.
Unfortunately we have already spent about $37 million on a new sheriff’s office; the most expensive sheriff
office renovation in the state. The jail portion of approximately $154 million has not yet been spent. We need to
immediately redirect these remaining funds to a more just use. As the looming financial crisis of COVID19
hangs over us, it is incredibly irresponsible to saddle taxpayers with this burden for years to come.
,

Bottom line - we don’t need a new jail and we shouldn’t be spending millions of dollars on things we do not
need when presented with new information. Our environment is far different -than it was in 2016 and to continue
on this path is unwarranted. We have the chance to do better and we must.
In addition to being financially irresponsible, it would be incredibly tone deaf and offensive to continue with this
project in light of the serious need for racial justice and criminal justice reform. We can no longer turn a blind
eye to the fact that our justice system disproportionately and severely impacts black and brown people. As
Michelle Alexander lays out in her book - mass Incarceration is the New Jim Crow. Hundreds of thousands of
people across the country , from a wide array of demographics, are in the streets saying ENOUGH! We need to
listen and stop furthering oppression.
[ call on the county legislature to immediately rescind the bond authorization and stop any work on the jail until
we have a plan that more equitably supports the needs of all the county residents. The plan should be
developed in concert with the relevant- community agencies and organizations that are working on alternatives
to incarceration,

Amber Grant
Beacon, NY
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Regarding the construction of a new Dutchess County Jail, scheduled to begin construction this September:
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It's foolish to commit to a construction bond for the new jail that will require county taxpayers to pay out for the
forseeabte future almost $10 million per year at a time when the county's economy and public -revenues are in freefall
due to the coronavirus pandemic

.

.

It's insulting and frankly dangerous to expand the carceral system at a time when U.S citizens of every race and creed
are protesting against police violence against Biack people and the criminalization of social problems (like mental health,
domestic violence, drug addiction) that can be and were once addressed through non-carceral public services.

According to FBI Uniform Crime Reporting statistics, the Dutchess County Sheriffs Office has reported a drop in violent
crime of 64% in 2001-18, and a drop in property crime in 59% over the same period. Yet taxpayers have had to support a
61% increase in county budget allocated to the sheriff s office and the jail over the last twenty years.

This unnecessary and unwanted expansion of police and carceral system must stop. I urge Dutchess County legislators to
halt funding of the new Dutchess County Jail

.

Thank you,
Holly Tarson
351 Mills Cross Rd .

Staatsburg, NY 12580
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Build a Community That Works for Everyone
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To Poughkeepsie Town Officials:
My name is Nicholas Christenson and I am a resident of Arlington.

Given the historic, social, and political origins of police and policing and its current function in society, evidenced by the
recent anti-Black deaths of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Tony McDade, I am contacting you to demand the
redirection of money from the Poughkeepsie Police Department to collective services that will help improve the
socioeconomic conditions of Poughkeepsie' s predominately Black communities.

This is made necessary because of the long history of over-funding the police at the expense of other public services,
which in truth have a much more significant and positive impact on people ' s lives. For example, the Poughkeepsie City
School District has stated the following:

"The Poughkeepsie City School District is proposing to eliminate 48 positions, including teachers, administrators and
support staff, as it attempts to erase a $ 2.6 million deficit for its 2020- 21 budget. The board voted Wednesday to
eliminate positions for elementary assistant principals, the Poughkeepsie High School dean of students, the assistant to
the superintendent and a position that had yet to be filled for the director of grants and advancement."

This puts teachers at serious risk of losing their positions, along with young people who could lose the essential human
right to learn and receive a formal education.
Superintendent Eric Rosser said the cuts, most of which have yet to be voted on, are necessary to overcome financial
challenges that include decreases in state aid, the loss of building aid, increases in operating costs, and other financial
obligations. Some, but not all, of those losses are related to hardships created by the coronavirus pandemic

.

He said as the administration continues to finalize its budget he may have to consider more eliminations. School budget
votes, which were to take place May 19, were delayed until a date to be determined after June 1.

The layoffs, if approved, would include 27 teacher positions, 11 administrator positions, and 10 support staff positions,
as well as the restructuring of some central office positions. Rosser noted the eliminations do not necessarily mean 48
staff members will be laid off, given some positions are vacant due to retirements and other transitions.

Administrative positions eliminated would include the P-Tech program principal, the PACE ( Poughkeepsie Academic and
Career Excellence) program principal, the PACE assistant principal, the high school dean of students, five elementary
assistant principals, the assistant to the superintendent, and the director of grants and advancement.
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These layoffs would result in around $3 million of savings. Rosser said the eliminations are likely to happen given the
economic uncertainty amid the pandemic, and the district could see more eliminations as the budget is finalized. He said
more eliminations will be voted on by the board Wednesday, May 6.
When asked by the board at the meeting how the schools will continue to provide services, Rosser did not have an
answer.
In addition to the lack of funding in schools, County Executive Marc Molinaro has reported that 2019 was a strong
"fiscal" year, in particular response to the COVID-19 pandemic, stating:

"Expenses totaled $471.2 million, while revenue added up to $472.6 million. Additionally, sales tax revenue increased by
$9.1 million, a 4.6% increase over 2018. The county also ended the fiscal year with $56.9 million in its general fund
balance."

. revenues

increased in 2019, even as expenditures also increased in several areas. That included a $7.6
Moreover, ". .[
million cost increase to the Dutchess County Sheriffs Employee Association for union contract settlements, positions,
employee benefits and debt service."
Ultimately, the allocation of funds to the Poughkeepsie police department, in contrast to the funding of schools, is both
erring and telling, and only one of many similar examples of essential public goods being underfunded, i yearn to know
what you will do to protect Black lives and prevent further instances of police-state-sanctioned violence, the emotional,
social, and educational well-being of Black lives. I am calling to urge you to condemn police brutality, racial profiling, and
the use of excessive force by police on oppressed communities, and to back this condemnation up with material
changes, namely, the de- funding of the police department and the investment in real community building and social
justice, which make traditional policing obsolete.
Sincerely,
Nicholas Christenson
124 Raymond Avenue
christenson.nicholas @gmail com
612-817-8858

.
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Morris, Carolyn

.

.

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Tina Bernstein < bernstein tina @gmail com>
Saturday, June 13, 2020 8:53 PM
Morris, Carolyn
County Legislators; jacobsonj@nyassembly.gov

Subject:

Public comment

OK

ATTENTION
Dear Dutchess County Legislators,
I am writing to express my strong opposition to the construction budget for the $200 million

dollar jail this
per year for the
10
million
$
almost
taxpayers
September. Paying back the construction bond will cost county
the
population is
ago
,
years
two
jail
the
in
foreseeable future. While there were over 400 people being housed
currently down to around 130.
The portion of the annual county budget allocated to the sheriffs department and the jail has swollen from $21.2
million in 2000 to $54.7 million in 2020. Health/mental health spending has dropped from $ 59.3 million in 2006 to
$46.4 million this year . Funding for youth programs was $1.68 million in 2006 and rests at $1.65 million nearly fifteen
years later .
This is a travesty !
It is time to shift our priorities in our county to care for the health and well being of ALL of it' s residents. It
is time to stop our support for the continued incarceration of so many particularly black and brown people
for minor offenses and to start spending on social programs for housing,health, and education!
Tina Bernstein
39 Rombout Ave.
Beacon, NY 12508
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Morris, Carolyn

.

Arthur Camins < arthurcamins@ gmail com>

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Saturday, June 13, 2020 8:55 PM
Morris, Carolyn; County Legislators; jacobsonj@ nyassembly gov
Public Comment

.

^

ATTENTION : This email came from an external source, Do not open attachments or click onlinks from unkho
.
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Dear Dutchess County Legislators,

~

^

sejidersorr
v

At this time of health, economic, justice, housing, education, and climate crises, the last thing Dutchess County should
invest in is prisons

.

The entire country is focused on systemic injustice, the racism that enables it, and systemic structural inequity
touching virtually every aspect of daily life. With County revenue down dramatically, it is tone-deaft and insulting for
Dutchess County to plow ahead with the construction of a nearly $200 million dollar jail this September. Paying back the
construction bond will cost county taxpayers almost $10 million per year for the foreseeable future. While there were over 400
people being housed in the jail two years ago , the population is currently down to around 130. The 'downsized' new jail is being
built to accommodate 328.

Meanwhile, the portion of the annual county budget allocated to the sheriff’s department and the jail has swollen from $21.2
million in 2000 to $54.7 million in 2020. Health/mental health spending has dropped from $59.3 million in 2006 to $46.4
million this year. Funding for youth programs was $1.68 million in 2006 and rests at $1.65 million nearly fifteen years later.
Our priorities need to change now.

-

1- urge you in the strongest possible terms to vote to rescind funding for construction of the jail.
Thank you.

Arthur H. Camins
Beacon, NY 12508
e: arthurcamin5@gmailxom
url: http:// www.arthurcamins.com /
twitter: (5> arthurcamins
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Morris, Carolyn
Nathan Barone < nmbarone@ icloud.com >
Saturday, June 13, 2020 9:10 PM
sheriffbutch@ gmail.com; countyexec; CountyLegislature; Kendaii, Bradford; comptroller;
DistrictAttorney; jbaisley@townofpoughkeepsie -ny.gov;
jrenihan@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; bill.carlos@ aol.com;
jlopez @townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; Michaelcifone@ aol.com;
mwoolever@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; ashershin@ yahoo.com;
fsalvatore@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov
Request to Lower the PD Budget and Invest in Education and Community Livelihood

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

„

ATTEmON; Tl s
\ j -ggggggg
gggg
To Poughkeepsie Town Officials:
•

„-

senior

extemolsdLirceEQo not open attach or -M
;
; unexpectedemmls.
g gg

.

My name is Nathan Barone and I am a resident of Poughkeepsie.

These past couple weeks, our nation has been gripped by protests calling for a rapid and meaningful
reconsideration of the role of policing in communities , as well as an end to racism and anti-Blackness in
America. I am contacting you because I am demanding you to redirect money away from the Poughkeepsie Police
Department and prioritize collective services that will help improve the socio -economic conditions of Poughkeepsie's
predominately Black communities.
Subsequently, a majority of teachers are at serious risk of losing their positions as well the youth losing the essential
human right to learn and receive a formal education As such, the Poughkeepsie City School District has stated the
-following:

.

The Poughkeepsie City School District is proposing to eliminate 48 positions, including teachers, administrators and
support staff, as it attempts to erase a $ 2.6 million deficit for its 2020- 21 budget The board voted Wednesday to
eliminate positions for elementary assistant principals, the Poughkeepsie High School dean of students, the assistants
the superintendent and a position that had yet to be filled for the director of grants and advancement.
Superintendent Eric Rosser said the cuts, most of which have yet to be voted on, are necessary to overcome financial
challenges that include decreases in state aid, the loss of building aid, increases in operating costs, and other financial
obligations. Some, but not alt, of those losses are related to hardships created by the coronavirus pandemic.

.

He said as the administration continues to finalize its budget he may have to consider more eliminations School budget
votes, which were to take place May 19, were delayed until a date to be determined after June 1

.

“Of course in this district we are not looking to take away valuable members of our organization that support student
learning, but it is our hope that we would be able to retain our staff members, because each member is in the position
to meet the varying needs of our children,” Rosser said to the district board of education Wednesday. "Unfortunately,
given our budgetary situation we are forced to move in this direction, it is not a good direction that I, as a
superintendent, or even as an educator, would recommend. However, when you don't have the ability to meet people's
payroll or salary you have to move in the direction of a budget that we will be able to meet the payroll "
'

.

When contacted by the Journal, Board President Felicia Watson declined to answer questions regarding the moves, but
said "The board awaits the presentation of the final budget that the superintendent wilt be holistically presenting soon "

.
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The layoffs, if approved, would include 27 teacher positions, 11 administrator positions, and 10 support staff positions,
as well as the restructuring of some central office positions. Rosser noted the eliminations do not necessarily mean 48
staff members will be laid off, given some positions are vacant due to retirements and other transitions.

Administrative positions eliminated would include the P-Tech program principal, the PACE ( Poughkeepsie Academic
and Career Excellence) program principal, the PACE assistant principal, the high school dean of students, five elementary
assistant principals, the assistant to the superintendent, and the director of grants and advancement.
The proposed layoffs would result in around $ 3 million of savings. Rosser said the eliminations are likely to happen
given the economic uncertainty amid the pandemic, and the district could see more eliminations as the budget is
finalized
He said more eliminations will be voted on by the board Wednesday, May 6.

.

When asked by the board at the meeting how the schools will continue to provide services, Rosser did not have an
answer.

In addition to the lack of funding in schools, County Executive Marc Molinaro has reported that 2019 was a strong
"fiscal" year, in particular response to the COVID 19 pandemic, stating:

-

"Expenses totaled $ 471.2 million, while revenue added up to $472.6 million. Additionally, sales tax revenue increased
by $9.1 million, a 4.6% increase over 2018, The county also ended the fiscal year with $ 56.9 million in its general fund
balance, "
Moreover, "...(Revenues increased in 2019, even as expenditures also increased in several areas. That included a $7.6
million cost increase to the Dutchess County Sheriffs Employee Association for union contract settlements, positions,
employee benefits and debt service "

.

Ultimately, the allocation of funds that have been attributed to the Poughkeepsie police department in contrast to the
funding towards schools, is both erring and telling. I yearn to know what you will do to protect Black lives and prevent
further instances of police-state-sanctioned violence, the emotional, social, and educational well-being of Black lives. I
am calling to urge you to condemn police brutality, racial profiling, and the use of excessive force by police on oppressed
-

.

communities

Sincerely,
Nathan Barone

385

Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Kyra Stoddart < kyrastoddart @ gmail.com>
Saturday, June 13, 2020 9:17 PM
Morris, Carolyn
County Legislators
Public Comment

ATTENTIONJ This email camp from an sterna! source Do not open attacnments or chck on links from unknown senders o>
unexpected emails.
I am a resident of the City of Beacon in Dutchess County I just heard that the County is scheduled to construct a nearly
$ 200 million jail this September Paying back the construction bond will cost county taxpayers almost $10 million per

.
year for the foreseeable future.

.

I've also learned that the annual county budget allocated to the sheriff's department and the jail has swollen from $ 21.2
million in 2000 to $ 54.7 million in 2020. Health/mental health spending has dropped from $ 59.3 million in 2006 to $46.4
million this year. Funding for youth programs was $ 1.68 million in 2006 and rests at $1.65 million nearly fifteen years
later. Our priorities need to change now.

Please stop the construction of this jail. Ourtax money should fund items that help the community such as public
services, schools and infrastructure.

Thank you,

Kyra Stoddart
125 Spring Valley St
Beacon, NY 12508
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From:
Sent:
To:

^ ^

James Davidson <jdavidson23455@ gmail.com>
Saturday, June 13, 2020 9:32 PM
sheriffbutch@ gmaii.com; countyexec; CountyLegislature; Kendali, Bradford; comptroller;
DistrictAttorney; jbaisley@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov;
jrenihan@ townofpoughkeepsie -ny.gov; bill carlos@ aol.com;
jlopez@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; Michaelcifone@ aol.com;
mwooiever @townofpoughkeepsie- ny gov; ashershin@yahoo.com;
fsaivatore@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov
Please Reduce the PD Budget and invest In Education and Community Services

.

.
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To Poughkeepsie Town Officials:

My name is Jim Davidson and I am a resident of Poughkeepsie.

These past couple weeks, our nation has been gripped by protests calling for a rapid and meaningful reconsideration of the role of
policing in communities, as well as an end to racism and anti-Blackness in America. I am contacting you because I am demanding you
to redirect money away from the Poughkeepsie Police Department and prioritize collective services that will help improve the socioeconomic conditions of Poughkeepsie’s predominately Black communities.
Subsequently, a majority of teachers are at serious risk of losing their positions as well the youth losing the essential human right to
learn and receive a formal education. As such, the Poughkeepsie City School District has stated the following:

The Poughkeepsie City School District is proposing to eliminate 48 positions, including teachers, administrators and support staff, as it
attempts to erase a $2.6 million deficit for its 2020-21 budget. The board voted Wednesday to eliminate positions for elementary
assistant principals, the Poughkeepsie High School dean of students , the assistant to the superintendent and a position that had yet to
be filled for the director of grants and advancement.
Superintendent Eric Rosser said the cuts, most of which have yet to be voted on, are necessary to overcome financial challenges that
include decreases in state aid, the loss of building aid, increases in operating costs, and other financial obligations. Some, but not all, of
those losses are related to hardships created by the coronavirus pandemic.

.

He said as the administration continues to finalize Its budget he may have to consider more eliminations School budget votes, which
were to take place May 19, were delayed until a date to be determined after June 1.

“Of course in this district we are not looking to take away valuable members of our organization that support student learning, but it is
our hope that we would be able to retain our staff members, because each member is in the position to meet the varying needs of our
children," Rosser said to the district board of education Wednesday. “Unfortunately, given our budgetary situation we are forced to
move in this direction, it is not a good direction that I, as a superintendent, or even as an educator, would recommend. However, when
you don't have the ability to meet people's payroll or salary you have to move in the direction of a budget that we will be able to meet
the payroll."
When contacted by the Journal, Board President Felicia Watson declined to answer questions regarding the moves, but said “The
board awaits the presentation of the final budget that the superintendent will be holistically presenting soon."
The layoffs, if approved, would include 27 teacher positions, 11 administrator positions, and 10 support staff positions, as well as the
restructuring of some central office positions. Rosser noted the eliminations do not necessarily mean 48 staffimembers will be laid off,
given some positions are vacant due to retirements and other transitions.

Administrative positions eliminated would include the P~Tech program principal, the PACE (Poughkeepsie Academic and Career
Excellence) program principal, the PACE assistant principal, the high school dean of students, five elementary assistant principals, the
assistant to the superintendent, and the director of grants and advancement.
The proposed layoffs would result in around $3 million of savings. Rosser said the eliminations are likely to happen given the
economic uncertainty amid the pandemic, and the district could see more eliminations as the budget is finalized.
He said more eliminations will be voted on by the board Wednesday, May 6.

When asked by the board at the meeting how the schools will continue to provide services, Rosser did not have an answer.
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In addition to the lack of funding In schools, County Executive Marc Molinaro has reported that 2019 was a strong '' fiscal'’ year, in
particular response to the COV1D-19 pandemic, stating:

"Expenses totaled $471.2 million, while revenue added up to $472.6 million. Additionally, sales tax revenue increased by $9.1 million,
a 4.6% increase over 2018. The county also ended the fiscal year with $56.9 million in its general fund balance."
Moreover, M.,.[r]evenues increased in 2019, even as expenditures also increased in several areas. That included a $7.6 million cost
increase to the Dutchess County Sheriffs Employee Association for union contract settlements, positions, employee benefits and debt
service,"

Ultimately, the allocation of funds that have been attributed to the Poughkeepsie police department in contrast to the funding towards
schools, is both erring and telling I yearn to know what you will do to protect Black lives and prevent further instances of police statesanctioned violence, the emotional, social, and educational well-being of Black lives. I am calling to urge you to condemn police
brutality, racial profiling, and the use of excessive force by police on oppressed communities.

-

.

Sincerely,
Jim Davidson
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Paul Schmidt <paulschmidt2083 @ yahoo.com >
Saturday, June 13, 2020 10:20 PM
sheriffbutch@ gmail.com; countyexec; CountyLegisiature; Kendall, Bradford; comptroller;
DistrictAttorney; jbaisley @ townofpoughkeepsie-ny gov;
jrenihan@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; bili.carlos@ aol.com;
jlopez@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; Michaelcifone@aol.com;
mwoolever@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; ashershin@yahoo.com;
fsa!vatore@townof poughkeepsie-ny.gov
Plea to Redirect PD Money to Education and Social Services

.
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My name is Paul Schmidt and I am a resident of Poughkeepsie.

These past couple weeks, our nation has been gripped by protests calling for a rapid and meaningful reconsideration of the role of
policing in communities, as well as an end to racism and anti-Blackness in America. ! am contacting you because I am demanding you
to redirect money away from the Poughkeepsie Police Department and prioritize collective services that will help improve the socioeconomic conditions of Poughkeepsie's predominately Black communities.
Subsequently, a majority of teachers are at serious risk of losing their positions as well the youth losing the essential human right to
learn and receive a formal education. As such, the Poughkeepsie City School District has stated the following:
The Poughkeepsie City School District is proposing to eliminate 48 positions, including teachers, administrators and support staff, as it
attempts to erase a $2.6 million deficit for its 2020-21 budget The board voted Wednesday to eliminate positions for elementary
assistant principals, the Poughkeepsie High School dean of students, the assistant to the superintendent and a position that had yet to
be filled for the director of grants and advancement.

.

Superintendent Eric Rpsser said the cuts, most of which have yet to be voted on, are necessary to overcome financial challenges that
include decreases in state aid, the loss of building aid, increases in operating costs, and other financial obligations. Some, but not all, of
those losses are related to hardships created by the coronavirus pandemic.
He said as the administration continues to finalize its budget he may have to consider more eliminations. School budget votes, which
were to take place May 19, were delayed until a date to be determined after June 1.
"Of course in this district we are not looking to take away valuable members of our organization that support student learning, but it is
our hope that we would be able to retain our staff members, because each member is in the position to meet the varying needs of our
children,” Rosser said to the district board of education Wednesday. "Unfortunately, given our budgetary situation we are forced to
move in this direction, it is not a good direction that l, as a superintendent, or even as an educator, would recommend. However, when
you don't have the ability to meet people's payroll or salary you have to move in the direction of a budget that we will be able to meet
the payroll."
When contacted by the Journal, Board President Felicia Watson declined to answer questions regarding the moves, but said The
board awaits the presentation of the final budget that the superintendent will be holistically presenting soon "

.

The layoffs, if approved, would include 27 teacher positions, 11 administrator positions, and 10 support staff positions, as well as the
restructuring of some centra! office positions. Rosser noted the eliminations do not necessarily mean 48 staff members will be laid off,
given some positions are vacant due to retirements and other transitions.

Administrative positions eliminated would include the P-Tech program principal, the PACE (Poughkeepsie Academic and Career
Excellence) program principal, the PACE assistant principal, the high school dean of students, five elementary assistant principals , the
assistant to the superintendent, and the director of grants and advancement.
The proposed layoffs would result in around $3 million of savings. Rosser said the eliminations are likely to happen given the
economic uncertainty amid the pandemic, and the district could see more eliminations as the budget is finalized.
He said more eliminations will be voted on by the board Wednesday , May 6.

When asked by the board at the meeting how the schools will continue to provide services, Rosser did not have an answer.
379

In addition to the lack of funding in schools, County Executive Marc Molinaro has reported that 2019 was a strong '‘fiscal*' year, in
particular response to the COVID-19 pandemic, stating:

“Expenses totaled $471.2 million, while revenue added up to $472.6 million. Additionally, sales tax revenue increased by $9.1 million,
a 4.6% increase over 2018. The county also ended the fiscal year with $56.9 million in its general fund balance."

.

..

Moreover, ” .[Revenues increased in 2019, even as expenditures also increased in several areas That included a $7.6 million cost
increase to the Dutchess County Sheriffs Employee Association for union contract settlements, positions, employee benefits and debt
service,"

Ultimately, the allocation of funds that have been attributed to the Poughkeepsie police department in contrast to the funding towards
schools, is both erring and telling, I yearn to know what you will do to protect Black lives and prevent further instances of police statesanctioned violence, the emotional, social, and educational well being of Black lives. I am calling to urge you to condemn police
brutality, racial profiling, and the use of excessive force by police on oppressed communities

-

-

.

Sincerely,
Paul Schmidt
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:

Raven The Messenger < bethanylandis87@ gmail.com >
Sunday, June 14, 2020 12:11 AM
sheriffbutch@gmail.com; countyexec; CountyLegislature; Kendall, Bradford; comptroller;
DistrictAttorney; jbaisley@townofpoughkeepsie-ny gov;
jrenihan @townofpoughkeepsie-ny gov; bill.carlos@aol com;
jlopez @townofpoughkeepsie-ny gov; Michaelcifone @ aol.com;
mwoolever@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; ashershin @ yahoo.com;
fsalvatore@ townof poughkeepsie ny.gov
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Subject

To Poughkeepsie Town Officials:

.

My name is [ YOUR NAME] and i am a resident of [YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD]

Given the historic, social, and political origins of police and policing, in conjunction with the recent nationwide protests
reflecting the antiBlack deaths of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Tony McDade I am contacting you because I am
demanding you to redirect money away from the Poughkeepsie Police Department and prioritize collective services that
will help improve the socio-economic conditions of Poughkeepsie's predominately Black communities.

Subsequently, a majority of teachers are at serious risk of losing their positions as well the youth losing the essential
human right to learn and receive a formal education. As such, the Poughkeepsie City School District has stated the
following:

The Poughkeepsie City School District is proposing to eliminate 48 positions, including teachers, administrators and
support staff, as it attempts to erase a $ 2.6 million deficit for its 2020-21 budget. The board voted Wednesday to
eliminate positions for elementary assistant principals, the Poughkeepsie High School dean of students, the assistant to
the superintendent and a position that had yet to be filled for the director of grants and advancement.
Superintendent Eric Rosser said the cuts, most of which have yet to be voted on, are necessary to overcome financial
challenges that include decreases in state aid, the loss of building aid, increases in operating costs, and other financial
obligations. Some, but not all, of those losses are related to hardships created by the coronavirus pandemic.
He said as the administration continues to finalize its budget he may have to consider more eliminations. School budget
votes, which were to take place May 19, were delayed until a date to be determined after June 1

.

" Of course in this district we are not looking to take away valuable members of our organization that support student
learning, but it is our hope that we would be able to retain our staff members, because each member is in the position
to meet the varying needs of our children," Rosser said to the district board of education Wednesday. "Unfortunately,
given our budgetary situation we are forced to move in this direction, it is not a good direction that I, as a
superintendent, or even as an educator, would recommend. However, when you don't have the ability to meet people's
payroll or salary you have to move in the direction of a budget that we will be able to meet the payroll."
When contacted by the Journal, Board President Felicia Watson declined to answer questions regarding the moves, but
said "The board awaits the presentation of the final budget that the superintendent will be holistically presenting soon."
The layoffs, if approved, would include 27 teacher positions, 11 administrator positions, and 10 support staff positions,
377

as well as the restructuring of some central office positions. Rosser noted the eliminations do not necessarily mean 48
staff members will be laid off, given some positions are vacant due to retirements and other transitions.
Administrative positions eliminated would include the P-Tech program principal, the PACE ( Poughkeepsie Academic and
Career Excellence) program principal, the PACE assistant principal, the high school dean of students, five elementary
assistant principals, the assistant to the superintendent, and the director of grants and advancement.

.

The proposed layoffs would result in around $3 million of savings Rosser said the eliminations are likely to happen given
the economic uncertainty amid the pandemic, and the district could see more eliminations as the budget is finalized.
He said more eliminations will be voted on by the board Wednesday, May 6.

When asked by the board at the meeting how the schools will continue to provide services, Rosser did not have an
answer.
In addition to the lack of funding in schools, County Executive Marc Molinaro has reported that 2019 was a strong
"fiscal" year, in particular response to the COVID-19 pandemic, stating:

" Expenses totaled $471.2 million, while revenue added up to $ 472.6 million. Additionally, sales tax revenue increased by
$9.1 million, a 4.6% increase over 2018. The county also ended the fiscal year with $56,9 million in its general fund
balance."

Moreover, ".. [ Revenues increased in 2019, even as expenditures also increased in several areas. That included a $7.6
million cost increase to the Dutchess County Sheriff ' s Employee Association for union contract settlements, positions,

.

employee benefits and debt service."
Ultimately, the allocation of funds that have been attributed to the Poughkeepsie police department in contrast to the
funding towards schools, is both erring and telling. I yearn to know what you will do to protect Black lives and prevent
further instances of police-state -sanctioned violence, the emotional, social, and educational well-being of Black lives. I
am calling to urge you to condemn police brutality, racial profiling, and the use of excessive force by police on oppressed
communities.
Sincerely,

Bethany Landis
916 Elwood St.
Rome, NY 13440
315-785 -8224
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Joy <jyotikajoy1@ gmail.com >
Sunday, June 14, 2020 12:46 AM
sheriffbutch@ gmail.com; countyexec; CountyLegislature; Kendall, Bradford; comptroller;
DistrictAttorney; jbaisley@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov;
jrenihan@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; bill.carlos@aol.com;
jlopez@townofpoughkeepsie- ny.gov; Michaelcifone@ aol.com;
mwoolever @ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; ashershin @yahoo.com;
fsalvatore @ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov
Defund the police

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders

or unexpected emails.
To Poughkeepsie Town Officials:
Given the historic, social, and political origins of police and policing, in conjunction with the recent nationwide protests
reflecting the antiBlack deaths of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Tony McDade I am contacting you because I am
demanding you to redirect money away from the Poughkeepsie Police Department and prioritize collective services that
will help improve the socio-economic conditions of Poughkeepsie's predominately Black communities.

Subsequently,. a majority of teachers are at serious risk of losing their positions as well the youth losing the essential
human right to learn and receive a forma! education. As such, the Poughkeepsie City School District has stated the
following:
The Poughkeepsie City School District is proposing to eliminate 48 positions, including teachers, administrators and
support staff, as it attempts to erase a $2.6 million deficit for its 2020-21 budget. The board voted Wednesday to
eliminate positions for elementary assistant principals, the Poughkeepsie High School dean of students, the assistant to
the superintendent and a position that had yet to be filled for the director of grants and advancement

Superintendent Eric Rosser said the cuts, most of which have yet to be voted on, are necessary to overcome financial
challenges that include decreases in state aid, the loss of building aid, increases in operating costs, and other financial
obligations. Some, but not all, of those losses are related to hardships created by the coronavirus pandemic.

.

He said as the administration continues to finalize its budget he may have to consider more eliminations School budget
votes, which were to take place May 19, were delayed until a date to be determined after June 1.

"Of course in this district we are not looking to take away valuable members of our organization that support student
learning, but it is our hope that we would be able to retain our staff members, because each member is in the position

1
to meet the varying needs of our children, ' Rosser said to the district board of education Wednesday. "Unfortunately,
given our budgetary situation we are forced to move in this direction, it is not a good direction that I, as a
superintendent, or even as an educator, would recommend; However, when you don' t have the ability to meet people's
payroll or salary you have to move in the direction of a budget that we will be able to meet the payroll "

.

When contacted by the Journal, Board President Felicia Watson declined to answer questions regarding the moves, but
said "The board awaits the presentation of the final budget that the superintendent will be holistically presenting soon."

375

The layoffs, if approved, would include 27 teacher positions, 11 administrator positions, and 10 support staff positions,
as well as the restructuring of some central office positions. Rosser noted the eliminations do not necessarily mean 48
staff members will be laid off, given some positions are vacant due to retirements and other transitions.
Administrative positions eliminated would include the P-Tech program principal, the PACE (Poughkeepsie Academic and
Career Excellence) program principal, the PACE assistant principal, the high school dean of students, five elementary
assistant principals, the assistant to the superintendent, and the director of grants and advancement.
The proposed layoffs would result in around $3 million of savings. Rosser said the eliminations are likely to happen given
the economic uncertainty amid the pandemic, and the district could see more eliminations as the budget is finalized.
He said more eliminations will be voted on by the board Wednesday, May 6.

When asked by the board at the meeting how the schools will continue to provide services, Rosser did not have an
answer.
In addition to the lack of funding in schools, County Executive Marc Molinaro has reported that 2019 was a strong
" fiscal" year, in particular response to the COVID-19 pandemic, stating:

" Expenses totaled $ 471.2 million, while revenue added up to $472.6 million. Additionally, sales tax revenue increased by
$ 9.1 million, a 4.6% increase over 2018. The county also ended the fiscal year with $56.9 million in its general fund
balance."

.

Moreover, " .. [rjevenues increased in 2019, even as expenditures also increased in several areas. That included a $7.6
million cost increase to the Dutchess County Sheriffs Employee Association for union contract settlements, positions,
employee benefits and debt service."

Ultimately, the allocation of funds that have been attributed to the Poughkeepsie police department in contrast to the
funding towards schools, is both erring and telling. I yearn to know what you will do to protect Black lives and prevent
further instances of police-state-sanctioned violence, the emotional, social, and educational well-being of Black lives. I
am calling to urge you to condemn police brutality, racial profiling, and the use of excessive force by police on oppressed
communities.
Sincerely,

Jyotika Tuhan
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Morris, Carolyn
Rhoyce Nova < rhoycenova@icloud.com>
Sunday, June 14, 2020 3:14 AM
sherifffautch@ gmaji.com; countyexec; CountyLegislature; Kendall, Bradford; comptroller;
DistrictAttorney; jbaisley@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov;
jrenihan@ townofpoughkeepsie- ny.gov; bill.carlos @ aol.com;
jlopez@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; Michaelcifone@aol.com;
mwoolever@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; ashershin@yahoo.com;
fsalvatore@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov
Poughkeepsie has a reputation for violence against Black people

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

.

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders
or unexpected emails

.

To Poughkeepsie Town Officials:
My name is Rhoyce Nova and l am a resident of Australia, I am in love with a black woman from New York who is
personally afraid to walk in Poughkeepsie. Even if I didn't know anyone from New York, and I do know very powerful and
wealthy people, I would demand the following»
>«

Given the historic, social, and political origins of police and policing, in conjunction with the recent nationwide protests
reflecting the antiBlack deaths of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Tony McDade I am contacting you because I am
demanding you to redirect money away from the Poughkeepsie Police Department and prioritize collective services that
will help improve the socio-economic conditions of Poughkeepsie's predominately Black communities.
Subsequently, a majority of teachers are at serious risk of losing their positions as well the youth losing the essential
human right to learn and receive a formal education. As such, the Poughkeepsie City School District has stated the
following:

The Poughkeepsie City School District is proposing to eliminate 48 positions, including teachers, administrators and
support staff, as it attempts to erase a $2.6 million deficit for its 2020-21 budget. The board voted Wednesday to
eliminate positions for elementary assistant principals, the Poughkeepsie High School dean of students, the assistant to
the superintendent and a position that had yet to be filled for the director of grants and advancement.

Superintendent Eric Rosser said the cuts, most of which have yet to be voted on, are necessary to overcome financial
challenges that Include decreases in state aid, the loss of building aid, increases in operating costs, and other financial
obligations. Some, but not all, of those losses are related to hardships created by the coronavirus pandemic.

.

He said as the administration continues to finalize its budget he may have to consider more eliminations School budget
votes, which were to take place May 19, were delayed until a date to be determined after June 1.

" Of course in this district we are not looking to take away valuable members of our organization that support student

learning, but it is our hope that we would be able to retain our staff members, because each member is in the position
to meet the varying needs of our children," Rosser said to the district board of education Wednesday "Unfortunately,
given our budgetary situation we are forced to move in this direction, it is not a good direction that I, as a
superintendent, or even as an educator, would recommend. However, when you don't have the ability to meet people 's
payroll or salary you have to move in the direction of a budget that we will be able to meet the payroll "

.

.
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When contacted by the journal, Board President Felicia Watson declined to answer questions regarding the moves, but
said "The board awaits the presentation of the final budget that the superintendent will be holistically presenting soon."
The layoffs, if approved, would include 27 teacher positions, 11 administrator positions, and 10 support staff positions,
as well as the restructuring of some central office positions Rosser noted the eliminations do not necessarily mean 48
staff members will be laid off, given some positions are vacant due to retirements and other transitions.

.

Administrative positions eliminated would include the P-Tech program principal, the PACE ( Poughkeepsie Academic and
Career Excellence } program principal, the PACE assistant principal, the high school dean of students, five elementary
assistant principals, the assistant to the superintendent, and the director of grants and advancement.

The proposed layoffs would result in around $3 million of savings. Rosser said the eliminations are likely to happen given
the economic uncertainty amid the pandemic, and the district could see more eliminations as the budget is finalized.
He said more eliminations will be voted on by the board Wednesday, May 6.

When asked by the board at the meeting how the schools will continue to provide services, Rosser did not have an
answer.
In addition to the lack of funding in schools, County Executive Marc Molinaro has reported that 2019 was a strong
"fiscal" year, in particular response to the COVID-19 pandemic, stating:

" Expenses totaled $ 471.2 million, while revenue added up to $472.6 million. Additionally, sales tax revenue increased by
$9.1million, a 4.6% increase over 2018. The county also ended the fiscal year with $ 56.9 million in its general fund
balance "

.

.

Moreover, "...[Revenues increased in 2019, even as expenditures also increased in several areas That included a $7.6
million cost increase to the Dutchess County Sheriff 's Employee Association for union contract settlements, positions,
employee benefits and debt service."

Ultimately, the allocation of funds that have been attributed to the Poughkeepsie police department in contrast to the
funding towards schools, is both erring and telling. I yearn to know what you will do to protect Black lives and prevent
further instances of police-state-sanctioned violence, the emotional, social, and educational well-being of Black lives, i
am calling to urge you to condemn police brutality, racial profiling, and the use of excessive force by police on oppressed
communities.
Sincerely,
Rhoyce Nova
23 Telford Street, Newcastle. Australia
rhoycenova@icloud.com

Sent from my iPhone
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Morris, Carolyn

.

Abigail St. Clair < abigail stclair 95@ gmail,com>
Sunday, June 14, 2020 9:54 AM
Abigail St Clair
Public Comment - Reallocation of Funds

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

: This email came froititih ekternal source. Do not open attachments or dick on links from unknown senders or
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unexpected emails.
,
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>

Dear Dutchess Town Officials

Hi, my name is Abigail and I am a resident of LaGrangeVille. I am asking you to reallocate money away from the Dutchess
County Sheriffs Office, which disproportionately targets Black residents. From traffic stops, to arrests, to the use of
lethal force, Dutchess County Sheriff ' s Office targets nonwhite residents at a rate far exceeding their share of the
population. Much scholarship shows that a living wage, access to health services and treatment, educational
opportunity, and stable housing are far more successful at promoting community safety than policing and prisons. As
such, I demand a meaningful reallocation of Sheriffs Office funds towards healthcare and social programs.

Sincerely,
Abigail StClair
51 Miller Hill Drive, LaGrangeVille, NY 12540
abigail.stclair 95 @ gmail.com
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Hannah St Clair < hannahstclair01@ gmaiLcom >
Sunday, June 14, 2020 9:54 AM
sheriffbutch @ gmail.com
Public Comment- Reallocation of Funds

;
i-

ATTENTION: This email came fromartexternal source , Do not open attachments orclick onJinksfrom unknown sendersor
;.
unexpected emails.
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'

•

Dear Dutchess Town Officials,

Hi, my name is Hannah StClair and I am a resident of LaGrangeviile. I am asking you to reallocate
money away from the Dutchess County Sheriffs office, which disproportionately targets Black
residents. From traffic stops, to arrests, to the use of lethal force, Dutchess County Sheriffs office
targets nonwhite residents at a rate far exceeding their share of the population. Much scholarship
shows that a living wage, access to health services and treatment, educational opportunity, and
stable housing are far more successful at promoting community safety than policing and prisons. As
such, I demand a meaningful reallocation of the Sheriffs office funds towards healthcare and social
programs.

Sincerely,

Hannah StClair
51 Miller Hill Dr

LaGrangeviile, NY

12540
hannahstciair01@ gmail.com
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Morris, Carolyn
Boiner, Donna
Sunday, June 14, 2020 12:15 PM
Hannah St Clair
Abigail St Clair; Morris, Carolyn
Re: Public Comment - Cancellation of Jail Project

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

.

.

Hannah and Abigail,
Thank you for the resolution and budget links. I am aware of these documents and also the prior NYS Department of
Corrections notices and mandates on Dutchess that led to building the justice and transition center. If NYSDC would like
to resend its mandates on the county, it would be very helpful.
You listed allegations regarding the Dutchess County Sheriffs Department in both of your first emails. I am very
interested in where these allegations stem from and the specific data to support it.
You also cite scholarly articles supporting higher wages, access to health care, and education as avenues to diminishing
the need for policing. As an Ed.D. and the liaison for domestic violence I am interested in these specific articles, because
in many cases of DV these these conditions are met but victims are still met with acts of harassment, violence, or death
from their offender.
Thank you — Donna
Sent from my iPhone

.

On Jun 14, 2020, at 11:39 AM, Hannah St Clair <hannahstclair01(aigmail.com> wrote:

Yes, I can do thatl My sister, Abigail, and I found this information about the proposal from the Dutchess
County website from the following links

.

https:/ /www.dutchessnv.qov/Departments/Budget/2001-20012-Budqet-Archive.htm

https://www. dutchessnv . gov/Departments/Budqet/budqet-archive.htm

https://www. dutchessnv.qov/DutchessCountyPublicAccess/Resolutions/RDFProvider.ashx7actio
n=PDFStream& dociD=AQBVaFtX 0Suli%252f3ud%252fwvEoER%252brVpeqJbbvNavZUSoim7
xXuHikxG5uhd0koMlx79wRm9iDkvoG2St%252fHsDrCukkl%253 d&chksum=58ca0 f70475a87e
c9b6f304bf1a70d8c&docName=Resoiution%2b2016031%2b(3%252f21%252f2016)%253b%2b
Status%253a%2bADQPTED%253b%2bCateoorv%253a%2bPUBLIC%2bWORKS%2b%2bBONDS%2b-%2bSHERiFF%2b-%2bCRIMINAL%2bJUSTICE%2bCOUNClL%2b%2bJAiL&PromptToSave=False&ViewerMode=0

.

https://www.dutchessnv gov / DutchessCountyPubiicAccess /Resolutions/Resolutions.aspx70BK

ev

224 1=2016031

As for the population, those are the county’s latest projected capacity numbers for the proposed
facility.

If you have any further information, we would appreciate hearing it.
Thank you,
Hannah & Abigail
363

On Sun, Jun 14, 2020 at 11:10 AM

Bolner, Donna <dbolner (5) dutchessnv.eov> wrote:

Hannah,
Thank you for your thoughts regarding funding, in your previous email you stated specific allegations
regarding the Dutchess County Sheriffs Department, Could you elaborate on where you received the
data demonstrating these allegations?
Thank you.
Donna Bolner
Sent from my iPhone

On Jun 14, 2020, at 10:54 AM, Hannah St. Clair <hannahstclair01(5>Email.com> wrote:

Y. YJY Dear Ms. Morris
'

i

.
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- unexpected emajfs
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:

-

v/ v

Hi, my name is Hannah and I am a resident of LaGrangeville. I am asking you to
reallocate money away from the Dutchess County Sheriffs Office' s jail project. I
hope that you will share these comments at the July Board Meeting.
I recently learned that despite free-falling county revenue and worldwide focus
on our society’s systemic inequity, Dutchess County is scheduled to plow ahead
with the construction of a nearly $200 million dollar jail this September. Paying
back the construction bond will cost county taxpayers almost $10 million per
year for the foreseeable future. While there were over 400 people being housed
in the jail two years ago, the population is currently down to around 130. The
' downsized' new jail is being built to accommodate 328. Are you trying to find
people to fill those beds? That is completely unacceptable.

Meanwhile, the portion of the annual county budget allocated to the sheriffs
department and the jail has swollen from $21.2 million in 2000 to $54.7 million in
2020. Health/mental health spending has dropped from $59.3 million in 2006 to
$46.4 million this year. Funding for youth programs was $1.68 million in 2006
and rests at $1.65 million nearly fifteen years later. Our priorities need to change
now.

Much scholarship shows that a living wage, access to health services and
treatment, educational opportunity, and stable housing are far more successful
at promoting community safety than policing and prisons. As such, I demand a
meaningful reallocation of Sheriffs Office funds towards healthcare and social
programs.
Sincerely ,
Hannah StClair

51 Miller Hill Dr
LaGrangeville, NY
12540
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From:

Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Hannah St. Clair < hannahstclair01@ gmai!,com >
Sunday, June 14, 2020 10:55 AM
Morris, Carolyn
County Legislators
Public Comment- Cancellation of Jail Project

ATTENTION ^This email came frotiiari external sburc& Donot open attachments or click on links from unknowrisenders or
:
unexpected emails
. :. -

.

.

Dear Ms. Morris

Hi, my name is Hannah and I am a resident of LaGrangeviile. I am asking you to reallocate money away from
the Dutchess County Sheriffs Office's jail project. I hope that you will share these comments at the July Board
Meeting.

I recently learned that despite free-failing county revenue and worldwide focus on our society’s systemic
inequity, Dutchess County is scheduled to piow ahead with the construction of a nearly $200 million dollar jail
this September. Paying back the construction bond will cost county taxpayers almost $10 million per year for
the foreseeable future. While there were over 400 people being housed in the jail two years ago, the population
is currently down to around 130. The 'downsized' new jail is being built to accommodate 328. Are you trying to
find people to fill those beds? That is completely unacceptable.

Meanwhile, the portion of the annual county budget allocated to the sheriff’s department and the jail has
swollen from $21.2 million in 2000 to $54.7 million in 2020. Health/mental health spending has dropped from
$59.3 million in 2006 to $46.4. million this year. Funding for youth programs was $1.68 million in 2006 and rests
at $1.65 million nearly fifteen years later. Our priorities need to change now.
Much scholarship shows that a living wage, access to health services and treatment, educational opportunity,
and stable housing are far more successful at promoting community safety than policing and prisons. As such
I demand a meaningful reallocation of Sheriffs Office funds towards healthcare and social programs.
Sincerely ,

Hannah StClair
51 Miller Hill Dr
LaGrangeviile, NY
12540
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Morris, Carolyn
Bolner, Donna
Sunday, June 14, 2020 11:10 AM
Hannah St. Clair
Morris, Carolyn
Re: Public Comment - Cancellation of Jail Project

From:
Sent:

To:
Cc:

Subject:

Hannah,
Thank you for your thoughts regarding funding. In your previous email you stated specific allegations regarding the
Dutchess County Sheriffs Department. Could you elaborate on where you received the data demonstrating these
allegations?
Thank you.
Donna Bolner
Sent from- my iPhone

.

On Jun 14, 2020, at 10:54 AM, Hannah St Clair <hannahstclair01@gmail.com> wrote:
AT7£NtlON: This email tome from on external source. Do nor open Mtochmehts dr click on links from unkn^

Dear Ms. Morris,

Hi, my name is Hannah and 1 am a resident of LaGrangevilie. I am asking you to reallocate
money away from the Dutchess County Sheriffs Office' s jail project. I hope that you will share
these comments at the July Board Meeting.

-

I recently learned that despite free-falling county revenue and worldwide focus on our society’s
systemic inequity, Dutchess County is scheduled to plow ahead with the construction of a nearly
$260 million dollar jail this September. Paying back the construction bond will cost county
taxpayers almost $10 million per year for the foreseeable future. While there were over 400
people being housed in the jail two years ago, the population is currently down to around 130.
The ' downsized' new jaii is being built to accommodate 328. Are you trying to find people to fill
those beds? That is completely unacceptable.
Meanwhile, the portion of the annual county budget allocated to the sheriffs department and the
jail has swollen from $21.2 million in 2000 to $54.7 million in 2020. Health/mentai health
spending has dropped from $59.3 million in 2006 to $ 46.4 million this year. Funding for youth
programs was $1.68 million in 2006 and rests at $1.65 million nearly fifteen years later. Our
priorities need to change now.
Much scholarship shows that a living wage, access to health services and treatment,
educational opportunity, and stable housing are far more successful at promoting community
safety than policing and prisons. As such, I demand a meaningful reallocation of Sheriffs Office
funds towards healthcare and social programs.
Sincerely ,
Hannah StClair

51 Miller Hill Dr
LaGrangevilie, NY
367
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Morris, Carolyn
Matt Woolever < mwoolever@TownofPoughkeepsie-ny.gov>
Sunday, June 14, 2020 1:05 PM
Rhoyce Nova; sheriffbutch@ gmail.com; countyexec; CountyLegislature; Kendall,
Bradford; comptroller; DistrictAttorney; Jay Baisley; Jeff Renihan; bill.carlos@ aol.com;
Jessica Lopez; michaelcifone@aol.com; Ann Shershin Yahoo; Felicia Salvatore
Re: Poughkeepsie has a reputation for violence against Black people

From:
Sent:

To:

,

Subject:

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders
or unexpected emails

.

Hello,

Thank you very much for reaching out about this incredibly important topic. I completely support the Black Lives Matter
movement, and whole-heartedly condemn police brutality, racial profiling, and excessive use of force.
However, as a Town official, I have no control over the City of Poughkeepsie's budgets, including their police and school
district The Town and the City have completely separate governmental bodies, so i encourage you to send these
messages to the people who have the authority to work toward your goals.

.

City Mayor Rob Rolison - mayor @cityofpoughkeepsie.com
City Common Council - CommonCouncilMembers@ cityofpoughkeepsie.com

.

City Police Chief Thomas Pape - TPape @ cityofpoughkeepsie com
City School Superintendent Eric Jay Rosser - superintendent @ poughkeepsieschools.org

City School Board of Education - boe @ poughkeepsieschools.org

As for the town, I have been in contact with our police chief, Kevin Faber, to discuss our current policies relating to the
use of force continuum, including choke holds, and how our department deals with complaints against officers, including
excessive use of force ! will continue to work toward policy changes as necessary to guarantee the safety of all town
residents, especially those who have been and continue to be marginalized.

.

Again, thank you for reaching out, and please continue to send messages to public officials Public support is how major
changes are made.

.

Matthew Woolever

From: Rhoyce Nova <rhoycenova @ icloud.com>
Sent: Sunday, June 14, 2020 3:13:45 AM
360

.

To: sheriffbutch@ gmail.com <sheriffbutch @ gmail com >; CountyExec @ dutchessny.goy <CountyExec @ dutchessny.gov>;
CountyLegislature@ dutchessny.gov <CountyLegislature @ dutchessny.gov>; BKendail @ dotchessny.gov
<BKendali @ dutchessny.gov>; Comptroller @ dutchessny.gov <Comptroller @ dutchessny,gov>;
DistrictAttorney @dutchessny.gov <DistrictAttorney @dutchessny gov>; jbaisley@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov
<jbaisley @ townofpoughkeepsie-ny gov>; jrenihan@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov <jrenihan@ townofpoughkeepsieny.gov>; biil.carlos @ aoi.com <bill cartos @aol com>; jlopez@ townofpoughkeepsie -ny;gov
<jlopez @ tawnofpoughkeepsie-ny gov>; Michaelcifone @ aoi.com <Michaelcifone @ ao! com>;
mwooiever @townofpoughkeepsie-ny gov <mwoolever @ townofpoughkeepsie -ny.gov>; ashershin @ yahoo.com
<ashershin@yahoo.com>; fsalvatore@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov <fsalvatore @ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov>

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

Subject: Poughkeepsie has a reputation for violence against Black people
To Poughkeepsie Town Officials:

My name is Rhoyce Nova and I am a resident of Australia. I am in love with a black woman from New York who is
personally afraid to walk in Poughkeepsie. Even if I didn't know anyone from New York, and I do know very powerful and
wealthy people, I would demand the following .

..

Given the historic, social, and political origins of police and policing, in conjunction with the recent nationwide protests
reflecting the antiBlack deaths of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Tony McDade I am contacting you because I am
demanding you to redirect money away from the Poughkeepsie Police Department and prioritize collective services that
will help improve the socio-economic conditions of Poughkeepsie's predominately Black communities.

Subsequently, a majority of teachers are at serious risk of losing their positions as well the youth losing the essential
human right to learn and receive a formal education. As such, the Poughkeepsie City School District has stated the
following:

The Poughkeepsie City School District is proposing to eliminate 48 positions, including teachers, administrators and
support staff, as it attempts to erase a $2.6 million deficit for its 2020- 21 budget.The board voted Wednesday to
eliminate positions for elementary assistant principals, the Poughkeepsie High School dean of students, the assistant to
the superintendent and a position that had yet to be filled for the director of grants and advancement.
,

Superintendent Eric Rosser said the cuts, most of which have yet to be voted on, a re necessary to overcome financial
challenges that include decreases in state aid, the loss of building aid, increases in operating casts, and other financial
obligations. Some, but not all, of those losses are related to hardships created by the coronavirus pandemic

.

He said as the administration continues to finalize its budget he may have to consider more eliminations. School budget
votes, which were to take place May 19, were delayed until a date to be determined after June 1.

"Of course in this district we are not looking to take away valuable members of our organization that support student

learning, but it is our hope that we would be able to retain our staff members, because each member is in the position
to meet the varying needs of our children," Rosser said to the district board of education Wednesday. "Unfortunately,
given our budgetary situation we are forced to move in this direction, it is not a good direction that I, as a
superintendent, or even as an educator, would recommend. However, when you don 't have the ability to meet people 's
payroll or salary you have to move in the direction of a budget that we will be able to meet the payroll"

When contacted by the Journal, Board President Felicia Watson declined to answer questions regarding the moves, but
said "The board awaits the presentation of the final budget that the superintendent will be holistically presenting soon,"

The layoffs, if approved, would include 27 teacher positions, 11administrator positions, and 10 support staff positions,
as well as the restructuring of some central office positions. Rosser noted the eliminations do not necessarily mean 48
staff members will be laid off, given some positions are vacant due to retirements and other transitions.
361

i

Administrative positions eliminated would include the P-Tech program principal, the PACE ( Poughkeepsie Academic and
Career Excellence) program principal, the PACE assistant principal, the high school dean of students/ five elementary
assistant principals, the assistant to the superintendent, and the director of grants and advancement.

.

The proposed layoffs would result in around $3 million of savings Rosser said the eliminations are likely to happen given
the economic uncertainty amid the pandemic, and the district could see more eliminations as the budget is finalized.
He said more eliminations will be voted on by the board Wednesday, May 6.
When asked by the board at the meeting how the schools will continue to provide services, Rosser did not have an
answer.
In addition to the lack of funding in schools, County Executive Marc Molinaro has reported- that 2019 was a strong
"fiscal" year, in particular response to the COVID-19 pandemic, stating:

"Expenses totaled $471.2 million, while revenue added up to $ 472.6 million. Additionally, sales tax revenue increased by
$9.1 million, a 4.6% increase over 2018. The county also ended the fiscal year with $56.9 million in its general fund
balance."
Moreover, " , .[r]evenues increased in 2019, even as expenditures also increased in several areas. That included a $7.6
million cost increase to the Dutchess County Sheriffs Employee Association for union contract settlements, positions,
employee benefits and debt service "

.

.

Ultimately, the allocation of funds that have been attributed to the Poughkeepsie police department in contrast to the
funding towards schools, is both erring and telling. I yearn to know what you will do to protect Black lives and prevent
further instances of poiice-state-sanctioned violence, the emotional, social, and educational well-being of Black Jives. I
am calling to urge you to condemn police brutality, racial profiling, and the use of excessive force by police on oppressed
communities.
Sincerely,
Rhoyce Nova
23 Telford Street, Newcastle. Australia
rhoycenova @icloud.com

Sent from my iPhone
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Morris,
From:
Sent:

To:

n
sevine clarey < sevineclarey@yahoo.es >
Sunday, June 14, 2020 2:20 PM
sheriffbutch@ gmail.com ; countyexec; CountyLegislature; Kendall, Bradford; comptroller;
DistrictAttorney; jbaisley@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov ;
jrenihan@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov ; bill.carios@ aoi.com ;
jlopez@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov ; Michaelcifone@aol.com ;
mwooIever@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov ; ashershin@yahoo com ;
fsalvatore@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov

.

.

N;: This email came from an externa! source Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders dfeSpS
ATTENTION
,

To Poughkeepsie Town Officials:
My name is Sevine Clarey and I live in Poughkeepsie.

Given the historic, social, and political origins of police and policing , in conjunction with the recent
nationwide protests reflecting the antiBlack deaths of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor , and Tony
McDade I am contacting you because I am demanding you to redirect money away from the
Poughkeepsie Police Department and prioritize collective services that will help improve the socioeconomic conditions of Poughkeepsie’s predominately Black communities.
Subsequently, a majority of teachers are at serious risk of losing their positions as well the youth
losing the essential human right to learn and receive a formal education. As such, the Poughkeepsie
City School District has stated the following:

The Poughkeepsie City School District is proposing to eliminate 48 positions, including teachers,
administrators and support staff, as it attempts to erase a $2.6 million deficit for its 2020-21 budget,
The board voted Wednesday to eliminate positions for elementary assistant principals, the
Poughkeepsie High School dean of students, the assistant to the superintendent and a position that
had yet to be filled for the director of grants and advancement.

Superintendent Eric Rosser said the cuts, most of which have yet to be voted on, are necessary to
overcome financial challenges that include decreases in state aid, the loss of building aid, increases
in operating costs , and other financial obligations. Some, but not all, of those losses are related to
hardships created by the coronavirus pandemic.
He said as the administration continues to finalize its budget he may have to consider more
eliminations. School budget votes, which were to take place May 19, were delayed until a date to be
determined after June 1.

“ Of course in this district we are not looking to take away valuable members of our organization that
support student learning, but it is our hope that we would be able to retain our staff members,
because each member is in the position to meet the varying needs of our children," Rosser said to the
district board of education Wednesday. “Unfortunately, given our budgetary situation we are forced to
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move in this direction, it is not a good direction that I, as a superintendent, or even as an educator,
would recommend. However, when you don’t have the ability to meet people’s payroll or salary you
have to move in the direction of a budget that we will be able to meet the payroll.’’

When contacted by the Journal, Board President Felicia Watson declined to answer questions
regarding the moves, but said “The board awaits the presentation of the final budget that the
superintendent will be holistically presenting soon.”
The layoffs, if approved, would include 27 teacher positions, 11 administrator positions, and 10
support staff positions, as well as the restructuring of some central office positions. Rosser noted the
eliminations do not necessarily mean 48 staff members will be laid off, given some positions are
vacant due to retirements and other transitions.

Administrative positions eliminated would include the P-Tech program principal, the PACE
(Poughkeepsie Academic and Career Excellence) program principal, the PACE assistant principal,
the high school dean of students, five elementary assistant principals, the assistant to the
superintendent, and the director of grants and advancement.
The proposed layoffs would result in around $3 million of savings. Rosser said the eliminations are
likely to happen given the economic uncertainty amid the pandemic, and the district could see more
eliminations as the budget is finalized. He said more eliminations will be voted on by the board
Wednesday, May 6.
When asked by the board at the meeting how the schools will continue to provide services, Rosser
did not have an answer.

In addition to the lack of funding in schools, County Executive Marc Molinaro has reported that 2019
was a strong “fiscal" year, in particular response to the COVID-19 pandemic , stating:
“Expenses totaled $471.2 million, while revenue added up to $472.6 million. Additionally, sales tax
revenue increased by $9.1 million, a 4.6% increase over 2018. The county also ended the fiscal year
with $ 56.9 million in its general fund balance.”

revenues

[
increased in 2019, even as expenditures also increased in several areas.
Moreover,
That included a $7.6 million cost increase to the Dutchess County Sheriffs Employee Association for
union contract settlements, positions, employee benefits and debt service."

Ultimately, the allocation of funds that have been attributed to the Poughkeepsie police department in
contrast to the funding towards schools, is both erring and telling. I yearn to know what you will do to
protect Black lives and prevent further instances of police-state-sanctioned violence, the emotional,
social, and educational well-being of Black lives. I am calling to urge you to condemn police brutality,
racial profiling, and the use of excessive force by police on oppressed communities.
Sincerely,
Sevine , Lagrange Ave
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:

Jackie Kellogg <jacqkellogg@ gmail.com>
Sunday, June 14, 2020 4:34 PM
CountyLegislature; llaverias, Giancarlo; Sagliano, Don; Polasek, Michael; Black, Hannah;
Keith, Thomas L.; Edwards, Rebecca; Truitt, Will; Brendli, Craig; Johnson, Randy;
jeterb@ hvc.rr.com; Kearney, Brennan; Metzger, John D ; Bolner, Donna; Paoloni, Lisa;
Cavaccini, Joseph; Zernike, Frits; McHoul, Douglas A.; Page, Nick; Pulver, Gregg; Munn,
Kristofer; Caswell, Stephen; Garito, Faye; Hauser, Edward; Surman, Alan; Houston,
Deirdre; countyexec; Morris, Carolyn
What are you really doing to help Black residents of Dutchess County?

.

Subject:

Dear Dutchess County Legislature,

Hi, my name is Jacqueline Kellogg and I am a resident of Poughkeepsie. I am asking you to reallocate money away
from the Dutchess County Sheriff's Department, which disproportionately targets Black residents. From traffic stops,
to arrests, to the use of lethal force, Dutchess County Sheriff's Department targets nonwhite residents at a rate far
exceeding their share of the population. Much scholarship shows that a living wage, access to health services and
treatment, educational opportunity, and stable housing are far more successful at promoting community safety than
policing and prisons.
Dutchess County is currently allocating $ 54,665,818 of its budget to the Sheriff and Jail, $18,041,128 to Probation
and $1,312,183 to Juvenile Detention, totaling $74,304,402 (14.5%) toward programs that have little benefit to the
community, All the while only allocating $49,520,574 (9.6%) toward public education from Pre-School through
Community College, $46,379,552 (9%) to the Department of Behavioral & Community Health, and $11,668,951
(0.02%) to our already inadequate Public Transportation system. Additionally, only $1,215,670 (0.002%) was allocated
to the Agency Partner Grant Program which includes many of the programs that support the community in
meaningful ways such as housing, restorative justice, food access, literacy, and much more. This means that Dutchess
County is allocating nearly the same amount of funding to policing and incarceration as it is to all of these other
programs combined.

This is an unacceptable disparity in funding. It stands to reason that a greater number of residents can benefit from
access to healthcare, education, and transportation in their communities than they can from police presence and
incarceration. As such, I demand a meaningful reallocation of these funds towards healthcare and social programs
that truly benefit the community.
Sincerely,
Jacqueline Kellogg
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Morris, Carolyn
Esther Kim < eskim@vassar.edu >
Sunday, June 14, 2020 5:25 PM
sheriffbutch@ gmaii.com; countyexec; CountyLegistature; Kendall, Bradford; comptroller;
DistrictAttorney; jbaisley@ townofpoughkeepsie- ny.gov;
jrenihan@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; bill.carlos@aol.com;
jlopez@townofpoughkeepsie -ny.gov; Michaelcifone@ aol.com;
mwoolever@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; ashershin@yahoo com;
fsalvatore@ townofpoughkeepsie -ny gov; mayor@ cityofpoughkeepsie com;
CommonCouncilMembers@ cityofpoughkeepsie.com; TPape@cityofpoughkeepsie.com;
superintendent@ poughkeepsieschools.org; boe@poughkeepsieschools.org
Please reallocate Poughkeepsie policing budget for the betterment of Poughkeepsie

From:
Sent:
To:

.

.

Subject:

.

—

To Poughkeepsie Officials:

.

My name is Esther Kim and I live on the campus of Vassar College in Poughkeepsie Given the historic, social, and
political origins of police and policing, in conjunction with the recent nationwide protests reflecting the anti-Black deaths
of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Tony McDade I am contacting you because I am demanding you to redirect money
away Poughkeepsie policing and prioritize collective services that will help improve the economic conditions, health, and
wellbeing of Poughkeepsie residents, especially our Black communities

.

Teachers are at serious risk of losing their positions as well the youth losing the essential human right to learn and
receive a formal education As such, the Poughkeepsie City School District has stated the following:
The Poughkeepsie City School District is proposing to eliminate 48 positions, including teachers, administrators and
support staff, as it attempts to erase a $ 2.6 million deficit for its 2020-21 budget. The board voted Wednesday to
eliminate positions for elementary assistant principals, the Poughkeepsie High School dean of students, the assistant to
the superintendent and a position that had yet to be filled for the director of grants and advancement.

.

Superintendent Eric Rosser said the cuts, most of which have yet to be voted on, are necessary to overcome financial
challenges that include decreases in state aid, the loss of building aid, increases in operating costs, and other financial
obligations. Some, but not all, of those losses are related to hardships created by the coronavirus pandemic.

.

He said as the administration continues to finalize its budget he may have to consider more eliminations School budget
votes, which were to take place May 19, were delayed until a date to be determined after June 1.

"Of course in this district we are not looking to take away valuable members of our organization that support student
learning, but it is our hope that we would be able to retain our staff members, because each member is in the position
to meet the varying needs of our children," Rosser said to the district board of education Wednesday. "Unfortunately,
given our budgetary situation we are forced to move in this direction, it is not a good direction that I, as a
superintendent, or even as an educator, would recommend. However, when you don't have the ability to meet people's
payroll or salary you have to move in the direction of a budget that we will be able to meet the payroll."
When contacted by the Journal, Board President Felicia Watson declined to answer questions regarding the moves, but
said "The board awaits the presentation of the final budget that the superintendent will be holistically presenting soon."
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The layoffs, if approved, would include 27 teacher positions, 11 administrator positions, and 10 support staff positions,
as well as the restructuring of some central office positions. Rosser noted the eliminations do not necessarily mean 48
staff members will be laid off, given some positions are vacant due to retirements and other transitions.
Administrative positions eliminated would include the P-Tech program principal, the PACE ( Poughkeepsie Academic and
Career Excellence) program principal, the PACE assistant principal, the high school dean of students, five elementary
assistant principals, the assistant to the superintendent, and the director of grants and advancement.

The proposed layoffs would result in around $3 million of savings. Rosser said the eliminations are likely to happen given
the economic uncertainty amid the pandemic, and the district could see more eliminations as the budget is finalized. He
said more eliminations will be voted on by the board Wednesday, May 6.
When asked by the board at the meeting how the schools will continue to provide services, Rosser did not have an
answer In addition to the lack of funding in schools, County Executive Marc Moiinaro has reported that 2019 was a
strong " fiscal" year, in particular response to the COVID -19 pandemic, stating:
"Expenses totaled $ 471.2 million, while revenue added up to $ 472.6 million. Additionally, sales tax revenue increased by
$ 9.1 million, a 4.6% increase over 2018. The county also ended the fiscal year with $56.9 million in its general fund
balance."

.

Moreover, " revenues increased in 2019, even as expenditures also increased in several areas. That included a $7.6
million cost increase to the Dutchess County Sheriff 's Employee Association for union contract settlements, positions,
employee benefits and debt service."

...

Ultimately, the allocation of funds to the Poughkeepsie Police Department in contrast to the funding towards schools, is
telling and disgraceful. I yearn to know what you will do to protect Black lives and prevent further instances of policestate-sanctioned violence, and support the emotional, social, and educational well-being of your Black constituents. I
urge you to condemn police brutality, racial profiling, and the use of excessive force by police on oppressed
communities, and show with your budget priorities that you actually care about a safe and healthy community.

Sincerely,
Esther Kim
124 Raymond Avenue
Poughkeepsie NY, 12604
Email: eskim(5>vassar.edu
Phone: ( 201) -580-0008

Esther Kim

Yassar College
Humboldt-Umversitat zu Berlin, Fall ’17
BA in Science, Technology, and Society / Pre-Med

351

Morris, Carolyn
Halle Hewitt < halie.h.hewitt@ gmail.com >
Sunday, June 14, 2020 6:02 PM
sheriffbutch@ gmail.com; countyexec; CountyLegislature; Kendall, Bradford; comptroller;
DistrictAttorney; jbaisley@ townofpoughkeepsie- ny.gov;
jrenihan@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; bill.carlos @ aol.com;
jlopez@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; Michaeicifone@ aol.com;
mwoolever @townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; ashershin@ yahoo.com;
fsalvatore@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; mayor@ cityofpoughkeepsie.com;
CommonCouncilMembers@ cityofpoughkeepsie.com; TPape@ cityofpoughkeepsie.com;
superintendent@ poughkeepsieschools.org; boe@ poughkeepsieschools.org
[*** Support Black Communities, Defund the Police ***]

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

i

i

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders
or unexpected emails.

To Poughkeepsie Officials:

My name is Halle Hewitt and I am a resident of Poughkeepsie.

Given the historic, social, and political origins of police and policing, in conjunction with the recent nationwide protests
reflecting the antiBlack deaths of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Tony McDade I am contacting you because I am
demanding you to redirect money away Poughkeepsie policing and prioritize collective services that will help improve
the economic conditions, health, and wellbeing of Poughkeepsie residents, especially our Black communities.
Teachers are at serious risk of losing their positions as well the youth losing the -essential human right to learn and
receive a formal education. As such, the Poughkeepsie City School District has stated the following:
The Poughkeepsie City School District is proposing to eliminate 48 positions, including teachers, administrators and
support staff, as it attempts to erase a $2.6 million deficit for its 2020-21 budget. The board voted Wednesday to
eliminate positions for elementary assistant principals, the Poughkeepsie High School dean of students, the assistant to
the superintendent and a position that had yet to be filled for the director of grants and advancement.
Superintendent Eric Rosser said the cuts, most of which have yet to be voted on, are necessary to overcome financial
challenges that include decreases in state aid, the loss of building aid, increases in operating costs, and other financial
obligations Some, but not all, of those losses are related to hardships created by the coronavirus pandemic

.

.

.

He said as the administration continues to finalize its budget he may have to consider more eliminations School budget
votes, which were to take place May 19, were delayed until a date to be determined after June 1

.

"Of course in this district we are not looking to take away valuable members of our organization that support student
learning, but it is our hope that we would be able to retain our staff members, because each member is in the position
to meet the varying needs of our children," Rosser said to the district board of education Wednesday. " Unfortunately,
given our budgetary situation we are forced to move in this direction, it is not a good direction that I, as a
superintendent, or even as an educator, would recommend. However, when you don't have the ability to meet people 's
payroll or salary you have to move in the direction of a budget that we will be able to meet the payroll."

When contacted by the Journal, Board President Felicia Watson declined to answer questions regarding the moves, but
said "The board awaits the presentation of the final budget that the superintendent will be holistically presenting soon."
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The layoffs, if approved, would include 27 teacher positions, 11 administrator positions, and 10 support staff positions,
as well as the restructuring of some central office positions. Rosser noted the eliminations do not necessarily mean 48
staff members will be laid off, given some positions are vacant due to retirements and other transitions

.

Administrative positions eliminated would include the P-Tech program principal, the PACE ( Poughkeepsie Academic
and Career Excellence) program principal, the PACE assistant principal, the high school dean of students, five elementary
assistant principals, the assistant to the superintendent, and the director of grants and advancement.

The proposed layoffs would result in around $ 3 million of savings. Rosser said the eliminations are likely to happen
given the economic uncertainty amid the pandemic, and the district could see more eliminations as the budget is

finalized.
He said more eliminations will be voted on by the board Wednesday, May 6

.

When asked by the board at the meeting how the schools will continue to provide services, Rosser did not have an
answer.
in addition to the lack of funding in schools, County Executive Marc Molinaro has reported that 2019 was a strong
"fiscal" year, in particular response to the COVID-19 pandemic, stating:

" Expenses totaled $471.2 million, while revenue added up to $472.6 million. Additionally, sales tax revenue increased

by $9.1 million, a 4.6% increase over 2018. The county also ended the fiscal year with $56.9 million in its general fund
balance."

Moreover, "...[ rjevenues increased in 2019, even as expenditures also increased in several areas. That included a $ 7.6
million cost increase to the Dutchess County Sheriffs Employee Association for union contract settlements, positions,
employee benefits and debt service."

Ultimately, the allocation of funds to the Poughkeepsie Police Department in contrast to the funding towards schools, is
telling and disgraceful. I yearn to know what you will do to protect Black lives and prevent further instances of policestate-sanctioned violence, and support the emotional, social, and educational well-being of your Black constituents. I
urge you to condemn police brutality, racial profiling, and the use of excessive force by police on oppressed
communities, and show with your budget priorities that you actually care about a safe and healthy community.

Sincerely,

Halle Hewitt
124 Raymond Avenue, Poughkeepsie NY
halle h.hewitt@gmail.com

.

917 601 7400
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:

Gaby Lamas < gal342@nyu.edu >
Sunday, June 14, 2020 7:12 PM
sheriffbutch@gmail.com; countyexec; CountyLegislature; Kendall, Bradford; comptroller;
DistrictAttorney; jbaisley@ townofpoughkeepsie- ny.gov;
jrenihan@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; bilLcarlos@ aol.com;
jlopez@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; Michaeicifone @aol.com;
mwoolever@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; ashershin@ yahoo.com;
fsalvatore@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; mayor@cityofpoughkeepsie.com;
CommonCouncilMembers@cityofpoughkeepsie.com; TPape@cityofpoughkeepsie.com;
superintendent@ poughkeepsieschoois org; boe@ poughkeepsieschools.org

Subject:

Plea to Defund

.

ATTENTION ; This email came from on external source. Do not open attachmen

To Poughkeepsie Officials:
My name is Gabriella Lamas and l am a resident of Manhattan.

Given the historic, social, and political origins of police and policing, in conjunction with the recent
nationwide protests reflecting the antiBlack deaths of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Tony
McDade I am contacting you because I am demanding you to redirect money away Poughkeepsie
policing and prioritize collective services that will help improve the economic conditions, health, and
wellbeing of Poughkeepsie residents, especially our Black communities.
Teachers are at serious risk of losing their positions as well the youth losing the essential human right
to learn and receive a formal education. As such, the Poughkeepsie City School District has stated
the following;
The Poughkeepsie City School District is proposing to eliminate 48 positions, including teachers ,
administrators and support staff, as it attempts to erase a $2.6 million deficit for its 2020-21 budget.
The board voted Wednesday to eliminate positions for elementary assistant principals, the
Poughkeepsie High School dean of students , the assistant to the superintendent and a position that
had yet to be filled for the director of grants and advancement.

Superintendent Eric Rosser said the cuts , most of which have yet to be voted on, are necessary to
overcome financial challenges that include decreases in state aid, the loss of building aid, increases
in operating costs, and other financial obligations. Some, but not all, of those losses are related to
hardships created by the coronavirus pandemic.
He said as the administration continues to finalize its budget he may have to consider more
eliminations. School budget votes, which were to take place May 19, were delayed until a date to be
determined after June 1.

"Of course in this district we are not looking to take away valuable members of our organization that
support student learning, but it is our hope that we would be able to retain our staff members,
because each member is in the position to meet the varying needs of our children ," Rosser said to the
district board of education Wednesday. "Unfortunately, given our budgetary situation we are forced to
move in this direction, it is not a good direction that l, as a superintendent , or even as an educator ,
346

would recommend. However, when you don't have the ability to meet people's payroll or salary you
have to move in the direction of a budget that we will be able to meet the payroll."
When contacted by the Journal, Board President Felicia Watson declined to answer questions
regarding the moves, but said "The board awaits the presentation of the final budget that the
superintendent will be holistically presenting soon."

The layoffs, if approved, would include 27 teacher positions, 11 administrator positions, and 10
support staff positions, as well as the restructuring of some central office positions. Rosser noted the
eliminations do not necessarily mean 48 staff members will be laid off, given some positions are
vacant due to retirements and other transitions.
Administrative positions eliminated would include the P ~Tech program principal, the PACE
(Poughkeepsie Academic and Career Excellence) program principal, the PACE assistant principal,
the high school dean of students, five elementary assistant principals, the assistant to the
superintendent, and the director of grants and advancement.
The proposed layoffs would result in around $3 million of savings. Rosser said the eliminations are
likely to happen given the economic uncertainty amid the pandemic , and the district could see more
eliminations as the budget is finalized. He said more eliminations will be voted on by the board
Wednesday , May 6.
When asked by the board at the meeting how the schools will continue to provide services, Rosser
did not have an answer.

in addition to the lack of funding in schools, County Executive Marc Molinaro has reported that 2019
was a strong "fiscal" year, in particular response to the COVID-19 pandemic, stating:

"Expenses totaled $471.2 million, while revenue added up to $472.6 million. Additionally , sales tax
revenue increased by $9.1 million, a 4.6% increase over 2018. The county also ended the fiscal year
with $56.9 million in its general fund balance."
Moreover, "...[Revenues increased in 2019, even as expenditures also increased in several areas.
That included a $7.6 million cost increase to the Dutchess County Sheriff's Employee Association for
union contract settlements, positions, employee benefits and debt service."

Ultimately, the allocation of funds to the Poughkeepsie Police Department in contrast to the funding
towards schools, is telling and disgraceful. I yearn to know what you will do to protect Black lives and
prevent further instances of police-state-sanctioned violence, and support the emotional, social, and
educational well-being of your Black constituents. I urge you to condemn police brutality, racial
profiling, and the use of excessive force by police on oppressed communities and show with your
budget priorities that you actually care about a safe and healthy community.
Sincerely , Gabriella Lamas

New York, New York

551-482-4797
qal342@nyu.edu
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Morris, Carolyn

.

Joan Mandle <joanmandle16 @ gmaii com >
Monday, June 15, 2020 9:32 AM

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Morris, Carolyn
County Legislators
Public Comment

Subject:

ATTENTION , This email came from on external source. Do not open attachments or dick on links from unknown senders or

mm
The decision to authorize work on the Dutchess County jail should be rescinded and all work on the
jail stopped immediately . Events since the rushed vote on the bond in 2016 by the County Executive

and Legislature have pointed to the need to support the needs of all Dutchess County residents by
redirecting the approximately $154 million not yet spent on this project. We urge the Dutchess
County Legislators to formulate a new plan, working with community organizations and agencies
creating alternatives to incarceration.

From the beginning , this costly project has engendered widespread opposition from county residents.
With the NY State Legislature’s recent approval of bail reform, the number of persons waiting
sentencing has decreased substantially. The County Comptroller ' s report has indicated that there are
many cost-effective alternatives to housing non-violent offenders in jail. And the recent national, state,

and county-level outpouring of concern at the present pattern of policing and incarceration
demonstrates a societal-wide consensus on the need to find better ways of treating offenders with
mental illness or substance abuse addiction.
We believe that Dutchess County should do the financially responsible thing, respond to new
information and changing circumstances, and rescind a rushed 2016 decision to spend our tax dollars
to continue work on the jail project. The money should be helping Dutchess residents in a more

equitable, appropriate, and just fashion.
Respectfully

Joan Mandle & Jay Mandle 201 Riverview Drive Poughkeepsie, NY12601.

.

Joan 0. Mandle, Ph D.
Executive Director Democracy Matters
Associate Professor of Sociology Ementa Colgate University
201 Riverview Dr. Poughkeepsie NY 12601 315 725 4211
www.democracvmatters.org

345

.

Morris Carolyn
E < eking3057 @ gmail.com>
Monday, June 15, 2020 1:58 PM
sheriffbutch@ gmail.com; countyexec; CountyLegisIature; Kendall, Bradford; comptroller;
DistrictAttorney; jbaisley@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov;
jrenihan@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; bill.carlos@aol.com;
jlopez@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; Michaelcifone@ aol.com;
mwoolever @townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; ashershin@yahoo.com;
fsalvatore@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; mayor@cityofpoughkeepsie.com;
CommonCoundlMembers@cityofpoughkeepsie.com; TPape@ cityofpoughkeepsie.com;
superintendent@ poughkeepsieschools org; boe@poughkeepsieschools.org

From:
Sent:
To:

.

Defund Poughkeepsie Police

Subject:

ATTENTION :

ms email came from on external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from iinimaWgisfhtters or

To Poughkeepsie Officials:
My name is Elijah King and I am a resident of the third ward of the City of Poughkeepsie.
Given the historic, social, and political origins of police and policing, in conjunction with the recent
nationwide protests reflecting the police murders of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Tony
McDade I am contacting you because I am demanding you to redirect money away Poughkeepsie
policing and prioritize community services that will help improve the economic conditions, health, and
wellbeing of Poughkeepsie residents, especially our Black communities.

Teachers are at serious risk of losing their positions as well the youth losing the essential human right
to learn and receive a sound education. As such, the Poughkeepsie City School District has stated
the following:
The Poughkeepsie City School District is proposing to eliminate 48 positions, including teachers,
administrators and support staff, as it attempts to erase a $2.6 million deficit for its 2020-21 budget.
The board voted Wednesday to eliminate positions for elementary assistant principals, the
Poughkeepsie High School dean of students, the assistant to the superintendent and a position that
had yet to be filled for the director of grants and advancement.

Superintendent Eric Rosser said the cuts, most of which have yet to be voted on , are necessary to
overcome financial challenges that include decreases in state aid, the loss of building aid, increases
in operating costs, and other financial obligations . Some , but not all, of those losses are related to
hardships created by the coronavirus pandemic.

He said as the administration continues to finalize its budget he may have to consider more
eliminations. School budget votes, which were to take place May 19, were delayed until a date to be
determined after June 1.

"Of course in this district we are not looking to take away valuable members of our organization that
support student learning, but it is our hope that we would be able to retain our staff members,
because each member is in the position to meet the varying needs of our children," Rosser said to the
district board of education Wednesday. "Unfortunately, given our budgetary situation we are forced to
move in this direction, it is not a good direction that I, as a superintendent, or even as an educator,
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would recommend. However , when you don't have the ability to meet people's payroll or salary you
have to move in the direction of a budget that we will be able to meet the payroll."

When contacted by the Journal, Board President Felicia Watson declined to answer questions
regarding the moves, but said "The board awaits the presentation of the final budget that the
superintendent will be holistically presenting soon."

The layoffs , if approved, would include 27 teacher positions, 11 administrator positions, and 10
support staff positions, as well as the restructuring of some central office positions. Rosser noted the
eliminations do not necessarily mean 48 staff members will be laid off, given some positions are
vacant due to retirements and other transitions.

Administrative positions eliminated would include the P-Tech program principal, the PACE
(Poughkeepsie Academic and Career Excellence) program principal, the PACE assistant principal,
the high school dean of students , five elementary assistant principals, the assistant to the
superintendent, and the director of grants and advancement.
The proposed layoffs would result in around $3 million of savings. Rosser said the eliminations are
likely to happen given the economic uncertainty amid the pandemic, and the district could see more
eliminations as the budget is finalized.

When asked by the board at the meeting how the schools will continue to provide services, Rosser
did not have an answer.
In addition to the lack of funding in schools, County Executive Marc Molinaro has reported that 2019
was a strong "fiscal" year, in particular response to the COVID-19 pandemic, stating:

"Expenses totaled $471.2 million, while revenue added up to $472.6 million. Additionally, sales tax
revenue increased by $9,1 million, a 4.6% increase over 2018. The county also ended the fiscal year
with $56.9 million in its general fund balance."

Moreover, "...[rjevenues increased in 2019, even as expenditures also increased in several areas.
That included a $7.6 million cost increase to the Dutchess County Sheriff's Employee Association for
union contract settlements, positions, employee benefits and debt service."
Ultimately, the allocation of funds to the Poughkeepsie Police Department in contrast to the funding
towards schools, is telling and disgracefui. i yearn to know what you will do to protect Black lives and
prevent further instances of police-state-sanctioned violence, and support the emotional, social, and
educational well-being of your Black constituents. I urge you to condemn police brutality, racial
profiling, and the use of excessive force by police on oppressed communities, and show with your
budget priorities that you actually care about a safe and healthy community.

Sincerely, Elijah King
46 N Hamilton St, Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
ekinq3Q 57@qmaiI. com

845-476-5783
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Morris, Carolyn
Jen Eden <jen.eden13 @ gmail.com >
Monday, June 15, 2020 2:58 PM
sheriffbutch@ gmail.com; countyexec; CountyLegislature; Kendall, Bradford; comptroller;
District Attorney; jbaisley@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov;
jrenihan@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; bill carlos @ aol.com;
jiopez@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; Michaelcifone@aoi.com;
mwoolever @ townofpoughkeepsie-ny gov; ashershin@yahoo.com;
fsalvatore@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; mayor@ cityofpoughkeepsie com;
CommonCouncilMembers@ cityofpoughkeepsie.com; TPape@ cityofpoughkeepsie com;
superintendent@poughkeepsieschools org; boe@poughkeepsieschools.org
Defund police budget

From:
Sent:
To:

.

.

.

.

Subject:

.

.

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders
or unexpected emails

.

To Poughkeepsie Officials:

My name is Jen Eden and I am a resident of Poughkeepsie, NY.

Given the historic, social, and political origins of police and policing, in conjunction with the recent nationwide protests
reflecting the police.murders of George Floyd,- Breonna Taylor, and Tony McDade I am contacting you because I am
demanding you to redirect money away Poughkeepsie policing andprioritize community services that will help improve
the economic conditions, health, and wellbeing of Poughkeepsie residents, especially our Black communities.

Teachers are at serious risk of losing their positions as well the youth losing the essential human right to learn and
receive a sound education As such, the Poughkeepsie City School District has stated the following:
-

.

The Poughkeepsie City School District is proposing to eliminate 48 positions, including teachers, administrators and
support staff, as it attempts to erase a $2.6 million deficit for its 2020-21 budget. The board voted Wednesday to
eliminate positions for elementary assistant principals, the Poughkeepsie High School dean of students, the assistant to
the superintendent and a position that had yet to be filled for the director of grants and advancement

.

Superintendent Eric Rosser said the cuts, most of which have yet to be voted on, are necessary to overcome financial
challenges that include decreases in state aid, the loss of building aid, increases in operating costs, and otherfinancial
obligations. Some, but not all, of those losses are related to hardships created by the coronavirus pandemic.
He said as the administration continues to finalize its budget he may have to consider more eliminations. School budget
votes, which were to take place May 19, were delayed until a date to be determined after June 1

.

"Of course in this district we are not looking to take away valuable members of our organization that support student

learning, but it is our hope that we would be able to retain our staff members, because each member is in the position
to meet the varying needs of our children," Rosser said to the district board of education Wednesday. "Unfortunately,
given our budgetary situation we are forced to move in this direction, it is not a good direction that f, as a
superintendent, or even as an educator, would recommend However, when you don't have the ability to meet people's
payroll or salary you have to move in the direction of a budget that we will be able to meet the payroll "

.

.

When contacted by the Journal, Board President Felicia Watson declined to answer questions regarding the moves, but
said "The board awaits the presentation of the final budget that the superintendent will be holistically presenting soon."
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The layoffs, if approved, would include 27 teacher positions, 11 administrator positions, and 10 support staff positions,
as welt as the restructuring of some central office positions. Rosser noted the eliminations do not necessarily mean 48
staff members will be laid off, given some positions are vacant due to retirements and other transitions.

Administrative positions eliminated would include the P-Tech program principal, the PACE ( Poughkeepsie Academic and
Career Excellence) program principal, the PACE assistant principal, the high school dean of students, five elementary
assistant principals, the assistant to the superintendent, and the director of grants and advancement.

The proposed layoffs would result in around $3 million of savings. Rosser said the eliminations are likely to happen given
the economic uncertainty amid the pandemic, and the district could see more eliminations as the budget is finalized .

When asked by the board at the meeting how the schools will continue to provide services, Rosser did not have an
answer

.

In addition to the lack of funding in schools, County Executive Marc Molina ro has reported that 2019 was a strong
" fiscal" year, in particular response to the COVID-19 pandemic, stating:

"Expenses totaled $471.2 million, while revenue added up to $ 472,6 million. Additionally, sales tax revenue increased by

$9.1 million, a 4.6% increase over 2018. The county also ended the fiscal year with $56.9 million in its general fund
balance."

Moreover, "...[ rjevenues increased in 2019, even as expenditures also increased in several areas. That included a $7.6
million cost increase to the Dutchess County Sheriff's Employee Association for union contract settlements, positions,
employee benefits and debt service."

Ultimately, the allocation of funds to the Poughkeepsie Police Department in contrast to the funding towards schools, is
telling and disgraceful. I yearn to know what you will do to protect Black lives and prevent further instances of policestate-sanctioned violence, and support the emotional, social, and educational well-being of your Black constituents. I
urge you to condemn police brutality, racial profiling, and the use of excessive force by police on oppressed
communities, and show with your budget priorities that you actually care about a safe and healthy community.
Sincerely,
Jen Eden
9 D Hudson harbour dr
Jen.eden@ marist.esu
845-575-2299

Jen Eden, Associate Professor
Communication Department

Marist College

Office phone: 845-575- 2299
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

m

.

Joshua Farrell <jftoaster@ gmail com >
Monday, June 15, 2020 5:24 PM
County Legislators
Morris, Carolyn
Public Comment

ATTENTION : TtusemaiEcamefrom^anexternalsourcezDo not vpenmtachmeMzoriciicfcon lints from unknQwrrsenderzo

^

Dutchess County Ligislators,
I am writing to urge support for two resolutions put forth by the democratic caucus. They are to

rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
And
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of part of the
current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.

Thank You,
Josh Farrell

Fishkill,NY
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Hannah Lokuta < hannahlokuta26@gmaii.com >
Monday, June 15, 2020 5:32 PM
sheriffbutch@ gmaii.com; countyexec; CountyLegislature; Kendall, Bradford; comptroller;
DistrictAttorney; jbaisley@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov;
jrenihan@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; bill.carlos @ aoLcom;
jlopez@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; Michaeldfone@aol.com;
mwoolever@townofpoughkeepsie -ny.gov; ashershin @yahoo.com;
fsalvatore@townofpoughkeepsie -ny.gov; mayor@dtyofpoughkeepsie.com;
CommonCouncilMembers@ cityofpoughkeepsie.com; TPape@ cityofpoughkeepsie.com;
superintendent@poughkeepsieschools.org; boe@poughkeepsieschools.org
Defund police

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders
or unexpected emails.
To Poughkeepsie Officials:

My name is Hannah Lokuta and I am a resident of Poughkeepsie, NY.

Given the historic, social, and political origins of police and policing, in conjunction with the recent nationwide protests
reflecting the police murders of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Tony McDade I am contacting you because I am
demanding you to redirect money away Poughkeepsie policing and prioritize community services that will help improve
the economic conditions, health, and wellbeing of Poughkeepsie residents, especially our Black communities.

Teachers are at serious risk of losing their positions as well the youth losing the essential human right to learn and
receive a sound education. As such, the Poughkeepsie City School District has stated the following:

The Poughkeepsie City School District is proposing to eliminate 48 positions, including teachers, administrators and
support staff, as it attempts to erase a $2.6 million deficit for its 2020-21 budget. The board voted Wednesday to
eliminate positions for elementary assistant principals, the Poughkeepsie High School dean of students, the assistant to
the superintendent and a position that had yet to be filled for the director of grants and advancement.
Superintendent Eric Rosser said the cuts, most of which have yet to be voted on, are necessary to overcome financial
challenges that include decreases in state aid, the loss of building aid, increases in operating costs, and other financial
obligations. Some, but not all, of those losses are related to hardships created by the coronavirus pandemic.
He said as the administration continues to finalize its budget he may have to consider more eliminations. School budget
votes, which were to take place May 19, were delayed until a date to be determined after June 1.

"Of course in this district we are not looking to take away valuable members of our organization that support student
learning, but it is our hope that we would be able to retain our staff members, because each member is in the position

to meet the varying needs of our children," Rosser said to the district board of education Wednesday. " Unfortunately,
given our budgetary situation we are forced to move in this direction, it is not a good direction that I, as a
superintendent, or even as an educator, would recommend. However, when you don't have the ability to meet people 's
payroll or salary you have to move in the direction of a budget that we will be able to meet the payroll.”

When contacted by the Journal, Board President Felicia Watson declined to answer questions regarding the moves, but
said "The board awaits the presentation of the final budget that the superintendent will be holistically presenting soon."
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The layoffs, if approved, would include 27 teacher positions, 11 administrator positions, and 10 support staff positions,
as well as the restructuring of some central office positions. Rosser noted the eliminations do not necessarily mean 48
staff members will be laid off, given some positions are vacant due to retirements and other transitions.

Administrative positions eliminated would include the P-Tech program principal, the PACE ( Poughkeepsie Academic and
Career Excellence) program principal, the PACE assistant principal, the high school dean of students, five elementary
assistant principals, the assistant to the superintendent, and the director of grants and advancement

.

The proposed layoffs would result in around $3 million of savings. Rosser said the eliminations areiikelyto happen given
the economic uncertainty amid the pandemic, and the district could see more eliminations as the budget is finalized

.

When asked by the board at the meeting how the schools will continue to provide services, Rosser did not have an
answer.
In addition to the lack of funding in schools, County Executive Marc Molinaro has reported that 2019 was a strong

"fiscal" year, in particular response to the COVtD-19 pandemic, stating:
"Expenses totaled $ 471.2 million, while revenue added up to $ 472.6 million. Additionally, sales tax revenue increased by
$9.1 million, a 4.6% increase over 2018. The county also ended the fiscal year with $56.9 million in its general fund
balance."

..

.

Moreover, " . [Revenues increased in 2019, even as expenditures also increased in several areas That included a $7.6
million cost increase to the Dutchess County Sheriff's Employee Association for union contract settlements, positions,
employee benefits and debt service."

Ultimately, the allocation of funds to the Poughkeepsie Police Department in contrast to the funding towards schools, is
telling and disgraceful. I yearn to know what you will do to protect Black lives and prevent further instances of poiicestate-sanctioned violence, and support the emotional, social, and educational well-being of your Black constituents. I.
urge you to condemn police brutality, racial profiling, and the use of excessive force by police on oppressed
communities, and show with your budget priorities that you actually care about a safe and healthy community .
Sincerely,

Hannah Lokuta
352 violet ave poughkeepsie, N.Y. 12601
Hannahlokuta 26@gmail.com
845-763 -6626

Sent from my iPhone
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Amanda Graff < amar>dalmgraff @ gmaii.com >
Monday, June 15, 2020 6:23 PM
CountyLegislature; Llaverias, Giancarlo; Sagliano, Don; Polasek, Michael; Black, Hannah;
Keith, Thomas L ; Edwards, Rebecca; Truitt, Will; Brendli, Craig; Johnson, Randy;
jeterb @ hvc.rr.com; Kearney, Brennan; Metzger, John D.; Bolner, Donna; Paoloni, Lisa;
Cavaccini, Joseph; Zemike, Frits; McHoul, Douglas A.; Page, Nick; Pulver, Gregg; Munn,
Kristofer; Caswell, Stephen; Garito, Faye; Hauser, Edward; Surman, Alan; Houston,
Deirdre; countyexec; Morris, Carolyn
Defund Dutchess County Police

.

Dear Dutchess County Legislature,

My name is Amanda Graff, and I am a concerned citizen. This past week, our nation has been gripped by protests calling
for rapid and meaningful reevaluation of the role of policing in our communities and an end to endemic police brutality
against Black Americans. I believe that changes will begin by defunding law enforcement and investing in community
programs and infrastructure, including an increased budget for social services to fight homelessness, addiction, mental

illness, domestic violence, and sexual assault.

Police presence has been proven time and time again to be ineffective at protecting the citizens of the community. As
you know, George Floyd, Ahmaud Arbery, Breonna Taylor, Tony McDade, Atatiana Jefferson, Tamir Rice, Philando
Castile, Anthony Hill, Oscar Grant, Eric Garner, Yvette Smith, Desmond Phillips, and so many unnamed others have been
killed as a result of deeply-rooted systemic racism and police brutality I am outraged by the incompetence of city
officials and their lack of attention to the police department's use of excessive force against the people, especially POC.
Police have terrorized the community for too long, and I am asking that you put a stop to it.

.

Research shows that a living wage, access to health services and treatment including mental health services, educational
opportunity, and stable housing are far more successful at promoting safe and equitable communities than punitive
systems like police or prisons. In the journal of Sociology of Race and Ethnicity, Phillip McHarris (Yale University) argues
that we must work towards a reality in which healthcare workers and emergency response teams handle substance
abuse, domestic violence, homelessness, or mental health cases. Policies to "improve the police" are not enough, as
there's no evidence that implicit bias training or community relations initiatives help with reducing the abuses of
policing (Sources: The Nation, The Atlantic). We need to reimagine public safety to prioritize alternatives to conflict
rather than defaulting to violence.
The funds that Dutchess County has budgeted for law enforcement and incarceration should be redirected into COVID19 relief, affordable housing, education, healthcare, community centers, addiction treatment, and community-led
organizations. Dutchess County would be better served by dedicating resources to programs that are more effective at
promoting safety and social equity than policing and incarceration I am urging you to keep these things in mind for the
budget for the 2020-2021 fiscal year.

.

Ask yourself what side of history you want to be on. I hope that you choose the side of the people.
Black Lives Matter,
Amanda Graff
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Morris,* Carolvn
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From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Eleanor Peck < ellepeck@ gmail.com>
Monday, June 15, 2020 7:36 PM
County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn; Page, Nick
No new jaiil!

ATTENTION: This email came from an externa! source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders
or unexpected emails.

Hello All:
We do not need this new jail. We need to spend money to reduce the number of people we put in jail, not spend
millions on a new place to house theml

Eleanor Peck
Beacon, NY
Sent from my iPhone
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

ATTENTION

Jackie Kellogg <jacqkellogg@ gmail.com >
Monday, June 15, 2020 7:47 PM
Morris, Carolyn
County Legislators
Public comment for July meeting

This email came from an external- source. Do not open at tachments or click on links from unknown senders or

This new jail project is not only unnecessary, it is a social burden and misstep. Much scholarship shows that a living
wage, access to health services and treatment, educational opportunity, and stable housing are far more successful
at promoting community safety than policing and prisons, Dutchess County should not be building onto our already
existing system of incarceration; rather, we need to be finding ways to dismantle it
Dutchess County is currently allocating $ 54,665,818 of its budget to the Sheriff and Jail, $18,041,128 to Probation
and $1,312,183 to Juvenile Detention, totaling $74,304,402 (14.5%) toward programs that have little benefit to the
community. All the while only allocating $49,520,574 (9.6%) toward public education from Pre-School through
Community College, $46,379,552 (9%) to the Department of Behavioral 8i Community Health, and $11,668,951
(0,02%) to our already inadequate Public Transportation system. Additionally, only $ 1,215,670 (0.002%) was allocated
to the Agency Partner Grant Program which includes many of the programs that support the community in
meaningful ways such as housing, restorative justice, food access, literacy, and much more. This means that Dutchess
County is allocating nearly the same- amount of funding to policing and incarceration as it is to all of these other
programs combined.

This is -an unacceptable disparity in funding. It stands to reason that a greater number of residents can benefit from
access to healthcare, education, and transportation in their communities than they can from police presence and
incarceration. As such, I demand a meaningful reallocation of these funds towards healthcare and social programs
that truly benefit the community.
Thank you,
Jackie Kellogg
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Morris, Carolyn
Daniel Sullivan < danieljsully@ gmail.com>
Monday, June 15, 2020 7:56 PM
Morris, Carolyn
County Legislators
Public Comment

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

ATTENTION: This email camefrom an external source. Do .not open attachments or ,click onlinks from unknown senders or
-V
:
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I am writing to express my strong opposition to the Dutchess County Jail Expansion scheduled to move forward this

-

-

.

'

-

'

.

fall. This plan is irresponsible, from both social and fiscal perspectives As a psychologist and parent, I find it disturbing
to see our county spending for behavioral/community health and youth services drop ( over the long-term) while so
much of our budget is allocated to the Sheriffs Dept./Jail. i hope our county legislators will see to it that priorities are
changed and rescind funding for this unneeded facility.
Daniel Sullivan
Beacon, NY
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Morris, Carolyn
Leon Greene < ( eon@ greene.com >
Monday, June 15, 2020 9:41 PM
Morris, Carolyn
County Legislators
Public Comment

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source; Do hot open attachments or clickonIniksfromunknown senders or
unexpected emails: S
_
.
With regards to the construction of a new Dutchess County Jail, scheduled to begin construction this September:
'

.

-

.

i am strongly opposed to a plan to commit to a construction bond for the new jail. This plan will require county
taxpayers to pay out almost $10 million per year at a time when the county's economy and public revenues are in
freefall due to the coronavirus pandemic

.

.

it's completely tone deaf to consider expansion of the prison system in the county while U.S citizens of every race and
creed are protesting against police violence against Black people and the criminalization of social problems (like mental
health, domestic violence, drug addiction) that can be and were once addressed without incarceration through other
public services. What else could be done for our residents with $10M per year redirected to social services rather than
to incarceration.

According to FBI Uniform Crime Reporting statistics, the Dutchess County Sheriffs Office has reported a drop in violent
crime of 64% in 2001-18, and a drop in property crime in 59% over the same period. Vet taxpayers have had to support
a 61% increase in county budget allocated to the sheriffs office and the jail over the last twenty years.

This unnecessary and unwanted expansion of police and prison system must stop. I urge Dutchess County legislators to
halt funding of the new Dutchess County Jail.
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

chaya rubin < rubinchaya@ grnail.com >
Monday, June 15, 2020 10:33 PM
Morris, Carolyn; County Legislators
Public comment

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
=. _
t
unexpected emails.
L
T
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To Whom It May Concern:
I am writing to voice my disapproval of the plans to construct a new jail in Dutchess County. As we more openly face the
role of systemic racism in leading to criminalization, and death of African Americans in our country, we cannot delay on
focusing our efforts on addressing the underlying causes of these inequalities, as opposed to allowing the criminal
justice system to expand and gain more power to “fix" this problem
;

.

As a clinical psychologist with experience working in public mental health settings, I am concerned about the longer
term decrease in mental health spending in the County, and the outsourcing of these services to non-profit agencies
that have less oversight from OMH and the County. Combined with increases in budget spending for the sheriff's
department, it shines a negative light on the county ' s fiscal priorities. I believe that it is imperative that the County
legislature refocus its efforts on elevating vulnerable populations as opposed to arresting and incarcerating them.

Thank you for your time.
Signed,

Chaya Rubin Psy.D.
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

.

Subject:

Christopher Wyble < christopherwyble@gmail.com >
Tuesday, June 16, 2020 8:41 AM
County Legislators
Morris, Carolyn; Brendli, Craig
Public comment - We can't afford this jail

nemo

a
With rising homelessness, insufficient support to treat substance use disorders, cash bail abuse and discrimination, and
national epidemic of police overreach, now is not the time to spend any more money on this jail.
I support the Democratic Caucus's resolutions to:

•
•

rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of
part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.

Please spend this money to solve our problems, not incarcerate our people.

Thank you,
Christopher Wyble
christopherwvble.com
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Elizabeth Hirshorn
Tuesday, June 16, 2020 9:52 AM
County Legislators
Morris, Carolyn
public comment

< elizabeth hirshom@ gmail.com >

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

I ATTENTION:This email camefropi.on^exte
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'

.

Dear Dutchess County Legislators,

;

:

:

•

I am alarmed, disappointed, and quite frankly angry to learn of the planned spending on a new prison in Dutchess
County. The fact that it would cost more than all other county capital spending combined and that the debt would last
for decades is shocking and just screams of misplaced priorities, i am disgusted that my tax dollars could contribute to
this horrible decision In this case, money/actions speak louder than words, is this our priority? To lock people up,
incur immense debt, and contribute to a failing criminal justice system ? Wouldn 't we rather reallocate that money to
help people instead of hurt them? Is this who we want to be as humans? Can you sleep at night knowing you'd rather
spend money to lock people up that help our society flourish? This decision seems especially tone deaf in our current
political and social climate, and I urge you all to make the right decision and prioritize the welfare of your constituents.

.

'

:

I am asking that you support the resolutions that will

I

1) rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
2 } recommend a commision to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of part of

the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other other possibilities.

Thank you for your time and thank you for your public service,
Elizabeth Hirshorn, PhD.
Dutchess County Resident, Beacon NY

i

:
:

i

:

i
;
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Josh McKible <jmckible@ mac.com>
Tuesday, June 16, 2020 11:19 AM
County Legislators
Morris, Carolyn; Page, Nick

public comment

In a post-coved world, when incomes across the board are impacted, including Dutchess county's loss of revenue, we
definitely DO NOT need to spend millions of dollars on a new, unnecessary Jail.

I would urge you to adopt the 2 resolutions put forward by the Democratic caucus that would:

rescind the remaining portion of the legislature’s 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
• recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jaif, including renovation of
part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.

•

Thanks for your consideration
Josh McKible
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Morris, Carolyn
Taliesin A. Gabriel < taliesingabriel@me.com>
Tuesday, June 16, 2020 11:36 AM
sheriffbutch@ gmaii.com; countyexec; CountyLegisiature; Kendall, Bradford; comptroller;
DistrictAttorney; jbaisley@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov;
jrenihan@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; bill.carlos@ aol.com;
jlopez@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; Michaelcifone@ aol.com;
mwooiever@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; ashershin @ yahoo.com;
fsalvatore@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; mayor@cityofpoughkeepsie.com;
CommonCouncilMembers@ cityofpoughkeepsie.com; TPape @ cityofpoughkeepsie.com;
superintendent@ poughkeepsieschools.org; boe@poughkeepsieschools.org
Cali of Action from afar

From;
Sent:
To:

Subject:

.

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders
or unexpected emails.

To Poughkeepsie Officials:
My name is Taliesin Gabriel and I am a resident of Washington, D.C. I am concerned enough to write you regarding this
matter, as a community formerly near and dear to my heart, as I grew up in Westchester, NY

.

Given the historic, social, and political origins of police and policing, in conjunction with the recent nationwide protests
reflecting the police murders of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Tony McDade I am contacting you because I am
demanding you to redirect money away Poughkeepsie policing and prioritize community services that will help improve
the economic conditions, health, and wellbeing of Poughkeepsie residents, especially our Black communities.

Teachers are at serious risk of losing their positions as well the youth losing the essential human right to learn and
receive a sound education As such, the Poughkeepsie City School District has stated the following:

.

The Poughkeepsie City School District is proposing to eliminate 48 positions, including teachers, administrators and
support staff, as it attempts to erase a $2.6 million deficit for Its 2020-21 budget. The board voted Wednesday to
eliminate positions for elementary assistant principals, the Poughkeepsie High School dean of students, the assistant to
the superintendent and a position that had yet to be filled for the director of grants and advancement.
Superintendent Eric Rosser said the cuts, most of which have yet to be voted on, are necessary to overcome financial
challenges that include decreases in state aid, the loss of building aid, increases in operating costs, and other financial
obligations. Some, but not all, of thoselosses are related to hardships created by the coronavirus pandemic.

He said as the administration continues to finalize its budget he may have to consider more eliminations. School budget
votes, which were to take place May 19, were delayed until a date to be determined after June 1.

"Of course in this district we are not looking to take away valuable members of our organization that support student
learning, but it is our hope that we would be able to retain our staff members, because each member is in the position
to meet the varying needs of our children," Rosser said to the district board of education Wednesday. "Unfortunately,

given our budgetary situation we are forced to move in this direction, it is not a good direction that I, as a
superintendent, or even as an educator, would recommend. However, when you don't have the ability to meet people's
payroll or salary you have to move in the direction of a budget that we will be able to meet the payroll."

324

When contacted by the Journal, Board President Felicia Watson declined to answer questions regarding the moves, but
said "The board awaits the presentation of the final budget that the superintendent will be holistically presenting soon."
The layoffs, if approved, would include 27 teacher positions, 11 administrator positions, and 10 support staff positions,
as well as the restructuring of some central office positions. Rosser noted the eliminations do not necessarily mean 48
staff members will be laid off, given some positions are vacant due to retirements and other transitions.

Administrative positions eliminated would include the P-Tech program principal, the PACE ( Poughkeepsie Academic
and Career Excellence) program principal, the PACE assistant principal, the high school dean of students, five elementary
assistant principals, the assistant to the superintendent, and the director of grants and advancement.
The proposed layoffs would result in around $3 million of savings. Rosser said the eliminations are likely to happen
given the economic uncertainty amid the pandemic, and the district could see more eliminations as the budget Is
finalized.
When asked by the board at the meeting how the schools will continue to provide services, Rosser did not have an
answer.
In addition to the lack of funding in schools, County Executive Marc Molinaro has reported that 2019 was a strong
"fiscal" year, in particular response to the COVID-19 pandemic, stating:

" Expenses totaled $471.2 million, while revenue added up to $472.6 million. Additionally, sales tax revenue increased

by $9.1 million, a 4.6% increase over 2018. The county also ended the fiscal year with $ 56.9 million in its general fund

balance."

.

Moreover, " ,. [ r)evenues increased in 2019, even as expenditures also increased in several areas. That included a $ 7.6
million cost increase to the Dutchess County Sheriffs Employee Association for union contract settlements, positions,
employee benefits and debt service."

Ultimately, the allocation of funds to the Poughkeepsie Police Department in contrast to the funding towards schools, is
telling and disgraceful. These actions could have a direct and indirect affect on the well being of young people —
specifically the decrease in educational resources that adversely affects their ability to be productive and employed
citizens. This has shown to have bad affects on all Americans, but especially on those people of color and those in
marginalized communities. I yearn to know what you will do to protect Black and Brown lives and prevent further
instances of police-state-sanctioned violence, and support the emotional, social, and educational well-being of your
Black and Brown constituents. I urge you to condemn police brutality, racial profiling, and the use of excessive force by
police on oppressed communities, and show with your budget priorities that you actually care about a safe and healthy
community.
Sincerely,

Taliesin Gabriel
2401 Calvert Street NW
Washington, D C. 20008
taliesingabriel@gmail.com

.

980-254-0583
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Morris, Carolyn
Debra Blalock < debrablalock2012@yahoo.com>
Tuesday, June 16, 2020 12:34 PM
County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
rescinding the bond for the new jail

From:
Sent:
To:

.

Subject:

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or clir.l< on links from unknown senders or

V
unexpected emails.
As a county legislator in 2013 I read and listened to presentations from the Ricci-Greene Needs Assessment report which
determined that Dutchess County needed to build a new jail After considerable research and consideration ! opposed the
scope of the project then and have not changed my mind since. Warehousing nonviolent individuals who have been convicted
of nothing was and is a waste of taxpayer funds Dutchess County used the nail 'em and jail 'em policy so popular for decades
without considering the results of such actions Individuals lost their livelihoods/ their homes and at times their families
because of this prevailing attitude that disproportionately affected people of color, those with mental health problems and
our lower income population regardless of guilt or innocence even when other avenues were available to achieve
improvements in our society To see the county legislature act tone deaf and reckless in the face of bail and evidentiary
reform and the use of proven measures that can reduce jail populations would be infuriating and dangerous when we are
experiencing ongoing serious health and economic times of crisis. As a taxpayer I ask that you not continue down a path that
will jeopardize this county economically and as a human being I ask that you instead focus on methods that repair and heal
our societal problems so that we can embark on a course that will benefit all.

.

.

.

.
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:

Kathleen Keogh < kkeogh2@fordham.edu >
Tuesday, June 16, 2020 12:53 PM
sheriffbutch@ gmail.com; countyexec; CountyLegislature; Kendall, Bradford; comptroller;
DistrictAttorney; jbaisley@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov;
jrenihan@townofpoughkeepsie -ny gov; bill.carlos@ aol.com;
jlopez@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; Michaelcifone@ aol.com;
mwoolever @ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; ashershin@yahoo.com;
fsalvatore@townofpoughkeepsie- ny.gov; mayor @cityofpoughkeepsie.com;
CommonCoundiMembers@dtyofpoughkeepsie.com; TPape@dtyofpoughkeepsie.com;
superintendent@ poughkeepsieschools.org; boe@ poughkeepsieschools.org

.

Subject:

Protect Black Communities

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders
or unexpected emails.
To Poughkeepsie Officials:

.

My name is Kathleen Keogh and I am a resident of Wappingers Falls who works in Poughkeepsie

Given the historic, social, and political origins of police and policing, in conjunction with the recent nationwide protests
reflecting the police murders of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Tony McDade I am contacting you because I am
demanding you to redirect money away Poughkeepsie policing and prioritize community services that wit! help improve
the economic conditions, health, and wellbeing of Poughkeepsie residents, especially our Black communities.

Teachers are at serious risk of losing their positions as well the youth losing the essential human right to learn and
receive a sound education. As such, the Poughkeepsie City School- District has stated the following:
The Poughkeepsie City School District is proposing to eliminate 48 positions, including teachers, administrators and
support staff, as it attempts to erase a $2.6 million deficit for its 2020-21 budget. The board voted Wednesday to
eliminate positions for elementary assistant principals, the Poughkeepsie High School dean of students, the assistant to
the superintendent and a position that had yet to be filled for the director of grants and advancement.
Superintendent Eric Rosser said the cuts, most of which have yet to be voted on, are necessary to overcome financial
challenges that include decreases in state aid, the loss of building aid, increases in operating costs, and other financial
obligations. Some, but not ali, of those losses are related to hardships created by the coronavirus pandemic

.

.

He said as the administration continues to finalize its budget he may have to consider more eliminations School budget
votes, which were to take place May 19, were delayed until a date to be determined after June 1.

"Of course in this district we are not looking to take away valuable members of our organization that support student
learning, but it is our hope that we would be able to retain our staff members, because each member is in the position
to meet the varying needs of our children," Rosser said to the district board of education Wednesday. "Unfortunately,
given our budgetary situation we are forced to move in this direction, it is not a good direction that I, as a
superintendent, or even as an educator, would recommend. However, when you don't have the ability to meet people's
payroll or salary you have to move in the direction of a budget that we will be able to meet the payroll."

When contacted by the Journal, Board President Felicia Watson declined to answer questions regarding the moves, but
said "The board awaits the presentation of the final budget that the superintendent will be holistically presenting soon. "
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The layoffs, if approved, would include 27 teacher positions, 11 administrator positions, and 10 support staff positions,
as well as the restructuring of some central office positions. Rosser noted the eliminations do not necessarily mean 48
staff members will be laid off, given some positions are vacant due to retirements and other transitions.

Administrative positions eliminated would include the P-Tech program principal, the PACE ( Poughkeepsie Academic and
Career Excellence ) program principal, the PACE assistant principal, the high school dean of students, five elementary
assistant principals, the assistant to the superintendent, and the director of grants and advancement.
The proposed layoffs would result in around $3 million of savings. Rosser said the eliminations are likely to happen given
the economic uncertainty amid the pandemic, and the district could see more eliminations as the budget is finalized-;

When asked by the board at the meeting how the schools will continue to provide services, Rosser did not have an
answer.
In addition to the lack of funding in schools, County Executive Marc Molinaro has reported that 2019 was a strong
"fiscal" year, in particular response to the COVID-19 pandemic, stating:

" Expenses totaled $471.2 million, while revenue added up to $472.6 million. Additionally, sales tax revenue increased by

$9.1 million, a 4.6% increase over 2018. The county also ended the fiscal year with $ 56.9 million in its general fund
balance."

.. revenues

.

increased in 2019, even as expenditures also increased in several areas That included a $7.6
Moreover, ". [
the
to
Dutchess County Sheriff's Employee Association for union contract settlements, positions,
million cost increase
employee benefits and debt service."
Ultimately, the allocation of funds to the Poughkeepsie Police Department in contrast to the funding towards schools, is
telling and disgraceful. I yearn to know what you will do to protect Black lives and prevent further instances of policestate-sanctioned violence, and support the emotional, social, and educational well-being of your Black constituents. I
urge you to condemn police brutality, racial profiling, and the use of excessive force by police on oppressed
communities, and show with your budget priorities that you actually care about a safe and healthy community

.

Sincerely,
Kathleen Keogh
2 Chelsea Ridge Dr, Wappingers Falls, NY kkeogh2 @ fordham.edg
631-487-6520
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Morris, Carolyn
Ian Shrank < ian.shrank@ gmail.com>
Tuesday, June 16, 2020 3:45 PM
County Legislators
Morris, Carolyn
Public Comment

From:
Sent:

To:
Cc:

Subject:

W ^AlTENTfON: Thfs eMa!ltame fronron externol's6urce7yDo npWpen attachments or cfjck on

^

Dear Sir/Madam:
My wife and 1 are residents of Clinton in Dutchess County and want to register our strong
disagreement with building a new jail. The County finances are now in awful condition due to COVID
and the need for jail space has reduced in light of bail changes and generally reducing crime. Why in
heaven should we spend a fortune now to build a new jail? This is the height of irresponsibility
(except of course for those who profit from the construction and maintenance of the facility). To think
that our hard-earned tax dollars are being spent in such a wasteful manner is shocking. No one who
supports this construction will ever receive our votes in the future.

Please stop this boondoggle!
Ian Shrank
Alexandra Logue
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Nicholas Renbeck < renbeck@aol.com>
Tuesday, June 16, 2020 4:12 PM
Morris, Carolyn
County Legislators
Now is not the time to build a $100 million to $200 million jail in Dutchess County

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders
or unexpected emails.
Dear County Legislature,

.

I am writing today to voice my objections to the current plan to build a new county jaii With the current economic
downturn due to the coronavirus and massive unemployment we have just experienced now is not the appropriate time
to spend such a large sum of money on a new jail. A large percentage of the population of the county will be struggling
for the foreseeable future to pay bills, taxes, and find employment. An added $10 million dollars added to the county
budget every year for the next 20 years is an added cost we should not be taking on

.

I would also add there is a growing movement in the country right now to find ways to reduce the number of people
arrested and jailed. Current events show that police department budgets will be more under scrutiny then ever before.
Such a large amount of funds on a jail could be problematic to the counties overall law enforcement budget in the next
few years.

.

Now is not the right time to build this Please work to find another way to use our existing jaii structures we have in the
county already.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.
Nicholas Renbeck
885 Centre Road
Staatsburg NY 12580
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:

KLOEY BATTISTA < kloeybattista @ berkeley.edu >
Tuesday, June 16, 2020 6:26 PM
sheriffbutch@gmail.com; countyexec; CountyLegislature; Kendall, Bradford; comptroller;
DistrictAttorney; jbaisley@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov;
jrenihan@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; bill.carlos@ aol.com;
jlopez@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; Michaelcifone@aol.com;
mwoolever@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; ashershin@yahoo.com;
fsalvatore@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; mayor@ dtyofpoughkeepsie.com;
CommonCounciiMembers@ cityofpoughkeepsie.com; TPape@ cityofpoughkeepsie.com;
superintendent@ poughkeepsieschools.org; boe@poughkeepsieschools org
Invest in education.

.

Subject:

-

ATTENTION : This email came from on external[ source; Do ngt open attachmeitisprcijck
unexpected emails
i
\
v
:
’

.

.

unknown senders 6? ;
:

To Poughkeepsie Officials:
My name is Kloey and l am a resident of East Village.

Given the historic, social, and political origins of police and policing, in conjunction with the recent nationwide protests
reflecting the police murders of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Tony McDade, and so many more I am contacting
you because l am demanding you to redirect money away Poughkeepsie policing and prioritize community services that
will help improve the economic conditions, health, and wellbeing of Poughkeepsie residents, especially our Black
communities

.

Teachers are at serious risk of losing their positions as well the youth losing the essential human right to learn and
receive a sound education. As such, the Poughkeepsie City School District has stated the following:
The Poughkeepsie City School District is proposing to eliminate 48 positions, including teachers, administrators and
support staff, as it attempts to erase a $ 2.6 million deficit for its 2020-21 budget. The board voted Wednesday to
eliminate positions for elementary assistant principals, the Poughkeepsie High School dean of students, the assistant to
the superintendent and a position that had yet to be filled for the director of grants and advancement.
Superintendent Eric Rosser said the cuts, most of which have yet to be voted on, are necessary to overcome financial
challenges that include decreases in state aid, the loss of building aid, increases in operating costs, and other financial
obligations. Some, but not all, of those losses are related to hardships created by the coronavirus pandemic.

He said as the administration continues to finalize its budget he may have to consider more eliminations , School budget
votes, which were to take place May 19, were delayed until a date to be determined after June 1

.

"Of course in this district we are not looking to take away valuable members of our organization that support student

learning, but it is our hope that we would be able to retain our staff members, because each member is in the position
to meet the varying needs of our children," Rosser said to the district board of education Wednesday. " Unfortunately,
given our budgetary situation we are forced to move in this direction, it is not a good direction that I, as a
superintendent, or even as an educator, would recommend. However, when you don't have the ability to meet people's
payroll or salary you have to move in the direction of a budget that we will be able to meet the payroll "

.

When contacted by the Journal, Board President Felicia Watson declined to answer questions regarding the moves, but
said "The board awaits the presentation of the final budget that the superintendent will be holistically presenting soon."
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i

The layoffs, if approved, would include 27 teacher positions, 11 administrator positions, and 10 support staff positions,
as well as the restructuring of some central office positions, Rosser noted the eliminations do not necessarily mean 48
staff members will be laid off, given some positions are vacant due to retirements and other transitions

.

Administrative positions eliminated would include the P -Tech program principal, the PACE (Poughkeepsie Academic
and Career Excellence ) program principal, the PACE assistant principal, the high school dean of students, five elementary
assistant principals, the assistant to the superintendent, and the director of grants and advancement.

The proposed layoffs would result in around $ 3 million of savings, Rosser said the eliminations are likely to happen
given the economic uncertainty amid the pandemic, and the district could see more eliminations as the budget is
finalized.
When asked by the board at the meeting how the schools will continue to provide services, Rosser did not have an

answer.
In addition to the lack of funding in schools, County Executive Marc Motinaro has reported that 2019 was a strong
"fiscal" year, in particular response to the COVID-19 pandemic, stating:

"Expenses totaled $ 471.2 million, while revenue added up to $ 472.6 million. Additionally, sales tax revenue increased

by $9.1 million, a 4.6% increase over 2018. The county also ended the fiscal year with $ 56.9 miliion in its general fund
balance."

Moreover, ". .[Revenues increased in 2019, even as expenditures also increased in several areas. That included a $7.6
million cost increase to the Dutchess County Sheriffs Employee Association for union contract settlements, positions,

.

employee benefits and debt service."
Ultimately, the allocation of funds to the Poughkeepsie Police Department in contrast to the funding towards schools, is
telling and disgraceful. I yearn to know what you will do to protect Black lives and prevent further instances of policestate-sanctioned violence, and support the emotional, social, and educational well-being of your Black constituents. I
urge you to condemn police brutality, racial profiling, and the use of excessive force by police on oppressed
communities, and show with your budget priorities that you actually care about a safe and healthy community.
Sincerely,
[ YOUR NAME]
[ YOUR ADDRESS]
[ YOUR EMAIL]
[ YOUR PHONE NUMBER ]

Kloey Battista
Experience Strategist at Gensler
B.A. in Media Studies and Human Centered Design j University of California, Berkeley
Personal Website | Linkedin
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:

Howard Susser <hssusser@ gmail.com>
Tuesday, June 16, 2020 9:57 PM

To:

County Legislators
cmorris@dutchessny.govlf

Cc:
Subject:

public comment

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders
or unexpected emails.

Dutchess County Legislature:
The new Dutchess County Jail is unnecessary. With the new law enabling nonviolent offenders to be freed without cash
bail, and increased efforts to treat most crime as a public health issue ( for example drug addiction and mentally ill
offenders) we should not need the extra jail space. Treating some " criminality " as a public health issue can often reduce
crime much much more effectively than a penal system.

In addition, our penal system has been part of the problem of institutional Racism and this has ruined too many lives.

Finally, the financial cost for the new jail is unconscionable, especially now when local tax funding is suffering because of
the COVID crisis. We need to spend more on helping people, not jailing them .
I urge you to rescind the remaining portion of the bond appropriation for 2017 that had been meant for jail
construction, and to empower a commission to research alternatives to the construction of the proposed jail

.

Howard Susser
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Morris, Carolyn

SS3S2

Jack Oliver <joliver@vassar.edu >
Wednesday, June 17, 2020 12:54 AM
sheriffbutch@gmail.com; countyexec; CountyLegislature; Kendall, Bradford; comptroller;
DistrictAttorney; jbaisley@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov;
jrenihan@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; bill.carlos@ aol.com;
jlopez@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; Michaelcifone@ aol.com;
mwoolever @townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; ashershin@yahoo.com;
fsalvatore @ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; mayor@ cityofpoughkeepsie.com;
CommonCouncilMembers@cityofpoughkeepsie com; TPape@ dtyofpoughkeepsie.com;
superintendent @ poughkeepsieschools.org; boe@ poughkeepsieschoois.org
Support the movement to defund the police

From:
Sent:
To:

.

Subject:

.

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders
or unexpected emails

.

To Poughkeepsie Officials:

My name is John Oliver and i am a resident in the Town of Poughkeepsie.

Given the historic, social, and political origins of police and policing, in conjunction with the recent nationwide protests
reflecting the police murders of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Tony McDade I am contacting you because I am
demanding you to redirect money away Poughkeepsie policing and prioritize community services that will help improve
the economic conditions, health, and wellbeing of Poughkeepsie residents, especially our Black communities.

Teachers are at serious risk of losing their positions as well the youth losing the essential human right to learn and
receive a sound education. As such, the Poughkeepsie City School District has stated the foliowing:

The Poughkeepsie City School District is proposing to eliminate 48 positions, including teachers, administrators and
support staff, as it attempts to erase a $2.6 million deficit for its 2020-21 budget. The board voted Wednesday to
eliminate positions for elementary assistant principals, the Poughkeepsie High School dean of students, the assistant to
the superintendent and a position that had yet to be filled for the director of grants and advancement.
Superintendent Eric Rosser said the cuts, most of which have yet to be voted on, are necessary to overcome financial
challenges that include decreases in state aid, the loss of building aid, increases in operating costs, and other financial
obligations. Some, but not all, of those losses are related to hardships created by the coronavirus pandemic.

He said as the administration continues to finalize its budget he may have to consider more eliminations. School budget
votes, which were to take place May 19, were delayed until a date to be determined after June 1.

"Of course in this district we are not looking to take away valuable members of our organization that support student
learning, but it is our hope that we would be able to retain our staff members, because each member is in the position
to meet the varying needs of our children," Rosser said to the district board of education Wednesday. " Unfortunately,
given our budgetary situation we are forced to move in this direction, it is not a good direction that !, as a

.

superintendent, or even as an educator, would recommend However, when you don't have the ability to meet people ' s
payroll or salary you have to move in the direction of a budget that we will be able to meet the payroll."

When contacted by the Journai, Board President Felicia Watson declined to answer questions regarding the moves, but
said "The board awaits the presentation of the final budget that the superintendent will be holistically presenting soon."
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The layoffs, if approved, would include 27 teacher positions, 11 administrator positions, and 10 support staff positions,
as well as the restructuring of some central office positions, Rosser noted the eliminations do not necessarily mean 48
staff members will be laid off, given some positions are vacant due to retirements and other transitions

.

Administrative positions eliminated would include the P-Tech program principal, the PACE (Poughkeepsie Academic and
Career Excellence ) program principal, the PACE assistant principal, the high school dean of students, five elementary
assistant principals, the assistant to the superintendent, and the director of grants and advancement.

The proposed layoffs would result in around $3 million of savings. Rosser said the eliminations are likely to happen given
the economic uncertainty amid the pandemic, and the district could see more eliminations as the budget is finalized .
When asked by the board at the meeting how the schools will continue to provide services, Rosser did not have an

.

answer

in addition to the lack of funding in schools, County Executive Marc Molinaro has reported that 2019 was a strong
" fiscal" year, in particular response to the COVID-19 pandemic, stating:

" Expenses totaled $471.2 million, while revenue added up to $472.6 million. Additionally, sales tax revenue increased by
$9.1 million, a 4.6% increase over 2018. The county also ended the fiscal year with $ 56.9 million in its general fund
balance."
Moreover, revenues increased in 2019, even as expenditures also increased in several areas. That included a $7.6 million
cost increase to the Dutchess County Sheriffs Employee Association for union contract settlements, positions, employee
benefits and debt service."

Ultimately, the allocation of funds to the Poughkeepsie Police Department in contrast to the funding towards schools, is
telling and disgraceful i yearn to know what you will do to protect Black lives and prevent further instances of policestate-sanctioned violence, and support the emotional, social, and educational well-being of your Black constituents. I
urge you to condemn police brutality, racial profiling, and the use of excessive force by police on oppressed
communities, and show with yourbudget priorities that you actually care about a safe and healthy community.

Sincerely,
John Oliver
124 Raymond Avenue
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MorrisJ Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Miriam Altshuler < miriamalt79@ gmail.com >
Wednesday, June 17, 2020 6:42 AM
County Legislators
Morris, Carolyn
Public Comment

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open at tachments or click on links from unknown senders or
I j i g- :
: unexpected etngils Tj
Dutchess needs to reconsider. Post-Covid, the county' s financial situation is dire-the fund balance is being quickly
depleted, and unless direct federal aid arrives, the county will need to borrow later this year to cover basic
operations. Layoffs and cuts to services seem inevitable. At the same time, nationwide protests for racial justice are
challenging us to rethink our society ' s outsized spending on law enforcement and incarceration. This is the worst possible
time to invest huge sums in a new jail, burden taxpayers, and divert money from other urgent priorities.

^

-

-

New York's bail and discovery reform laws have dramatically reduced pre-trial incarceration and thus the jail population
( around 130 now; two years ago, over 400). More people charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community based treatment for addiction and mental-health diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail
cells into homeless shelters and expand alternatives to incarceration. A new jail should not be Dutchess County's priority.
Our caucus has submitted two resolutions for consideration in July. They would:
I believe you should rescind the remaining portion of the legislature' s 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction and
appoint a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of part of the
current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.

This is not the time to build a new jail. This is a time to invest in new ways to help people and keep them from
incarceration. So much has been proven through the Black Lives Matter protests and other protests that the
problems lie in our systems , not our people. Improve the systems, do not improve the jails .

Thank you,
Miriam Altshuler
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Morris, Caroiyn
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Susan Kavy < va!leyview28 @ optonline.net>
Wednesday, June 17, 2020 9:00 AM
County Legislators

Morris, Carolyn; Tory Klose
Public Comment

on links from unknown,csenders or
came from on external source, Do not open attachments orSclick
ATTENTION: This email
;
-:
,
KM- -#;

.

I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for a new jail
The jail would be the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more than all other county
capital spending combined, with bond repayment extending into the 2040s. Post-Covid, the county's financial situation
is dire—the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid arrives, the county will need to borrow
later this year to cover basic operations. Layoffs and cuts to essential services seem inevitable

.

This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities. For
example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism and mental
health needs are also on the rise. Yet the current budget has reduced in spending on these services, as well as on muchneeded youth programs.
Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York’s bail and discovery reform laws have dramatically
reduced pre-trial incarceration and thus the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago, over 400). More people
charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction and mental-health
diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into homeless sheltersand expand alternatives
to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and reimagine public safety.
For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July:

* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction

* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of part of

the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.
Respectfully submitted
Susan Kavy and Tory Klose

Y

\ Susan Kavy + Tory Klose
p:845-223-5348 e;valiew?ew28@optonline.net
a:Valley View
28 S. Cross Road
Lagrangeville, NY 12540
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Morris, Carolyn
Carol Still < carolrstill@ gmail.com>
Wednesday, June 17, 2020 9:11 AM
County Legislators
Morris, Carolyn
Public Comment

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

.

ATTENTION: This ,email cairie from an external source Do not open attachments or clickvn I nks from unknown senders or
-:
u n e x p e c t e d emails. .
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-^
No more money for a new jail ! Our jail population has been
reduced. Our other priorities are way more important during this time of
financial distress, coping with the Coronavirus, and reduced tax
revenues. Spending of this magnitude on a new jail makes no sense.
'

-

•

respectfully submitted,
Carol and Clark Still
586 Fiddlers Bridge Road
Staatsburg, NY 12580
( district 11)
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Morris, Carolyn
Charles Snyder < cesjr@icloud.com>
Wednesday, June 17, 2020 9:18 AM
Morris, Carolyn
County Legislators
Public Comment

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

lAffENtj0MTtii£ eii( iail camefrorh- anextemaisource . Do not open attachments o / d/c/c b /? //n /fs /rom t / /7 /a ) ovvn sender5 or
'

M :

J1
yz

unewcted emails .
The construction of a new jail is an outrageous waste of taxpayer money. Reallocate the funding to other
priorities: youth programs, mental health, highways and bride repair. Our county should be closing jails by
continuing to reduce jail population and by building up alternatives to imprisonment instead of extending the
scope and capacity of incarceration. Stop Jail Construction Now and Invest in Community Alternatives to
:

Imprisonment!
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Morris, Carolyn
Noor Tamari <ntaa 2CU 8@mymail,pomona.edu >
Wednesday, June 17, 2020 11:37 AM
sheriffbutch@ gmail.com; countyexec; CountyLegislature; Kendail, Bradford; comptroller;
DistrictAttorney; jbaisley@ townofpoughkeepsie- ny.gov;
jrenihan@ townofpoughkeepsie -ny.gov; bill.carlos@ aol com;
jlopez@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; Michaelcifone@aol com;

From:
Sent:
To:

.

.

.

mwooiever@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; ashershin@ yahoo com;
fsalvatore@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; mayor@ cityofpoughkeepsie.com;
CommonCouncilMembers@cityofpoughkeepsie com; TPape @ cityofpoughkeepsie.com;
superintendent@ poughkeepsieschools.org; boe@ poughkeepsieschoois.org
Budget Redirection

.

Subject:

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders
or unexpected emails

.

To Poughkeepsie Officials:

My name is Noor and I am a resident of Poughkeepsie

I am contacting you because I am demanding you to redirect money away Poughkeepsie policing and prioritize
community services that wifi help improve the economic conditions, health, and wellbeing of Poughkeepsie residents,
especially our Black communities.

Teachers are at serious risk of losing their positions as well the youth losing the essential human right to learn and
receive a sound education, As such, the Poughkeepsie City School District has stated the following:
The Poughkeepsie City School District is proposing to eliminate 48 positions, including teachers, administrators and
support staff, as it attempts to erase a $ 2.6 million deficit for its 2020-21 budget. The board voted Wednesday to
eliminate positions for elementary assistant principals, the Poughkeepsie High School dean of students, the assistant to
the superintendent and a position that had yet to be filled for the director of grants and advancement.
Superintendent Eric Rosser said the cuts, most of which have yet to be voted on, are necessary to overcome financial
challenges that include decreases in state aid, the loss of building aid, increases in operating costs, and other financial
obligations. Some, but not all, of those losses are related to hardships created by the coronavirus pandemic.
He said as the administration continues to finalize its budget he may have to consider more eliminations. School budget
votes, which were to take place May 19, were delayed until a date to be determined after June 1

.

" Of course in this district we are not looking to take away valuable members of our organization that support student
learning, but it is our hope that we would be able to retain our staff members, because each member is in the position
to meet the varying needs of our children," Rosser said to the district board of education Wednesday. "Unfortunately,
given our budgetary situation we are forced to move in this direction, it is not a good direction that I, as a
superintendent, or even as an educator, would recommend. However, when you don't have the ability to meet people’s
payroll or salary you have to move in the direction of a budget that we will be able to meet the payroll."
-

When contacted by the Journal, Board President Felicia Watson declined to answer questions regarding the moves, but
said "The board awaits the presentation of the final budget that the superintendent will be holistically presenting soon."
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The layoffs, if approved, would include 27 teacher positions, 11 administrator positions, and 10 support staff positions,
as well as the restructuring of some central office positions Rosser noted the eliminations do not necessarily mean 48
staff members will be laid off, given some positions are vacant due to retirements and other transitions

.

.

Administrative positions eliminated wouid include the P-Tech program principal, the PACE ( Poughkeepsie Academic
and Career Excellence ) program principal, the PACE assistant principal, the high school dean of students, five elementary
assistant principals, the assistant to the superintendent, and the director of grants and advancement.
The proposed layoffs would result in around $3 million of savings. Rosser said the eliminations are likely to happen
given the economic uncertainty amid the pandemic, and the district could see more eliminations as the budget is

finalized.

When asked by the board at the meeting how the schools will continue to provide services, Rosser did not have an
answer.

.

In addition to the lack of funding in schools County Executive Marc Molinaro has reported that 2019 was a strong
" fiscal" year, in particular response to the COVID-19 pandemic, stating:

"Expenses totaled $ 471.2 million, while revenue added up to $472.6 million. Additionally, sales tax revenue increased
by $9.1 million, a 4.6% increase over 2018. The county also ended the fiscal year with $ 56.9 million in its general fund
balance."

Moreover, "...[Revenues increased in 2019, even as expenditures also increased in several areas. That included a $7.6
million cost increase to the Dutchess County Sheriffs Employee Association for union contract settlements, positions,
employee benefits and debt service."

Ultimately, the allocation of funds to the Poughkeepsie Police Department in contrast to the funding towards schools, is
telling and disgraceful. I yearn to know what you will do to protect Black lives and prevent further instances of policestate-sanctioned violence, and support the emotional, social, and educational well-being of your Black constituents. I
urge you to condemn police brutality, racial profiling, and the use of excessive force by police on oppressed
communities, and show with your budget priorities that you actually care about a safe and healthy community.

Sincerely,
Noor
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tijaun Jalida < tijaunj@icioud.com>
Wednesday, June 17, 2020 12:10 PM
County Legislators
Public Comment

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source, Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders
or unexpected emails.

What is being suggested by cutting assistance to youth and education while funding prisons. Who are these prisons for?

30S

Morris, Carolyn
Jacob Hunter <jhunter @ vassar.edu>
Wednesday, June 17, 2020 12:25 PM
Morris, Carolyn
County Legislators
Rescind funding for construction of the jail

From:
Sent:
To;
Cc;

Subject:

:

Do hot open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
V \
V v y;
unexpected emails.

AtTENTIONfThis email came from an externalsource

;

v-

'

"

.

To whom it may concern,

.

We should not be putting any money into increasing the scope of the prison industrial system Now is the time for
investing in our communities, in particular in those that have historically been marginalized by our government and in
our society Now is not the time for investing in locking people up Citizens of Dutchess County are watching and we
expect results. The status quo has been tolerated for too iong

.

.

.

Warmly,
Jacob

( 46 Lagrange PK)

:
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Brielle Grover < briellegrover@ gmail.com>
Wednesday, June 17, 2020 1:13 PM
County Legislators
Morris, Carolyn
Public comment

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders

or unexpected emails.

.

Please reconsider the construction of a new county jail Over the next four years, the jail would cost more than all other
county capital spending combined, and bond repayment would extend into the 2040s. Other NY counties are planning to
convert jail cells into homeless shelters and expand alternatives to incarceration. Dutchess County should do the same.
Sincerely,
Brielle Grover
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Moiris, Carolyn
Lorena Tur < lotlo.tur@ gmail.com>
Wednesday, June 17, 2020 2:55 PM
CountyLegislature; Llaverias, Giancarlo; Sagtiano, Don; Polasek, Michael; Black, Hannah;
Keith, Thomas L,; Edwards, Rebecca; Truitt, Will; Brendli, Craig; Johnson, Randy;
jeterb @hvc.rr.com; Kearney, Brennan; Metzger, John D.; Bolner, Donna; Paoloni, Lisa;
Cavaccini, Joseph; Zernike, Frits; McHoul, Douglas A.; Page, Nick;. Pulver, Gregg; Munn,
Kristofer; Caswell, Stephen; Garito, Faye; Hauser, Edward; Surman, Alan; Houston,
Deirdre; countyexec; Morris, Carolyn
Divest funds

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders
or unexpected emails.
Dear Dutchess County Legislature,

i

Hi, my name is lorena tur and l a m a resident of hillsdale ny. I am asking you to reallocate money away from the
Dutchess County Sheriffs Department, which disproportionately targets Black residents. From traffic stops, to arrests, to
the use of lethal force, Dutchess County Sheriffs Department targets nonwhite residents at a rate far exceeding their
share of the population. Much scholarship shows that a living wage, access to health services and treatment,
educational opportunity, and stable housing are far more successful at promoting community safety than policing and

i

prisons.

Dutchess County is currently allocating $54,665,818 of its budget to the Sheriff and Jail, $18,041,128 to Probation and
$1,312,183 to Juvenile Detention, totaling $74,304,402 (14.5%) toward programs that have little benefit to the
community. All the while only allocating $49,520,574 ( 9.6%) toward public education from Pre-School through
Community College, $ 46,379,552 ( 9%) to the Department of Behavioral & Community Health, and $11,668,951 (0.02%)
to our already inadequate Public Transportation system. Additionally, only $1,215,670 (0.002%) was allocated to the
Agency Partner Grant Program which includes many of the programs that support the community in meaningful ways
such as housing, restorative justice, food access, literacy, and much more. This means that Dutchess County is allocating
nearly the same amount of funding to policing and incarceration as it is to ail of these other programs combined.
This is an unacceptable disparity in funding. It stands to reason that a greater number of residents can benefit from
access to healthcare, education, and transportation in their communities than they can from police presence and
incarceration. As such, I demand a meaningful reallocation of these funds towards healthcare and social programs that
truly benefit the community.

Sincerely,
Lorena tur
776 mitchell st 12529 hillsdale ny
Lollo.tur @ gmail com
5189658470

.

300

Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:

Niaya DeLisio < ndelisio @ sva.edu >
Wednesday, June 17, 2020 5:21 PM
sheriffbutch@ gmail.com; countyexec; CountyLegistature; Kendali, Bradford; comptroller;
DistrictAttorney; jbaisley@townofpoughlceepsie-ny.gov;
jrenihan@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; bill carlos@ aol.com;
jlopez@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; Michaelcifone@aol.com;
mwoolever @townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; ashershin@yahoo.com;
fsalvatore@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; mayor @cityofpoughkeepste.com;
CommonCouncilMembers@cityofpoughkeepsie.com; TPape@cityofpoughkeepsie.com;
superintendent@poughkeepsieschools.org; boe @poughkeepsieschools.org
{: Defund :) and Redistribute < 3

.

Subject:

ATTENTION ; This email came from on externa! source. Do not open attachments Gr click on linksfrom unknown senders: 6r

To Poughkeepsie Officials:
My name is Niaya DeLisio and I am a resident of Shokan, New York.

In addition to contacting my own representatives in Shokan I am reaching out everywhere ! can in
upstate ny , please hear our messages to defund the police with an open mind and look to the future
of community growth without violence and with forgiveness and love.

Given the historic, social, and political origins of police and policing, in conjunction with the recent
nationwide protests reflecting the police murders of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Tony
McDade I am contacting you because I am demanding you to redirect money away Poughkeepsie
policing and prioritize community services that will help improve the economic conditions, health , and
wellbeing of Poughkeepsie residents, especially our Black communities.
Teachers are at serious risk of losing their positions as well the youth losing the essential human right
to learn and receive a sound education. As such, the Poughkeepsie City School District has stated
the following:

The Poughkeepsie City School District is proposing to eliminate 48 positions, including teachers,
administrators and support staff, as it attempts to erase a $2.6 million deficit for its 2020-21 budget.
The board voted Wednesday to eliminate positions for elementary assistant principals, the
Poughkeepsie High School dean of students, the assistant to the superintendent and a position that
had yet to be filled for the director of grants and advancement.

Superintendent Eric Rosser said the cuts, most of which have yet to be voted on, are necessary to
overcome financial challenges that include decreases in state aid, the loss of building aid, increases
in operating costs , and other financial obligations. Some, but not all, of those losses are related to
hardships created by the coronavirus pandemic.

He said as the administration continues to finalize its budget he may have to consider more
eliminations. School budget votes, which were to take place May 19, were delayed until a date to be
determined after June 1.
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"Of course in this district we are not looking to take away valuable members of our organization that
support student learning, but it is our hope that we would be able to retain our staff members,
because each member is in the position to meet the varying needs of our children," Rosser said to the
district board of education Wednesday. "Unfortunately, given our budgetary situation we are forced to
move in this direction, it is not a good direction that I, as a superintendent, or even as an educator,
would recommend. However , when you don't have the ability to meet people's payroll or salary you
have to move in the direction of a budget that we will be able to meet the payroll."

When contacted by the Journal, Board President Felicia Watson declined to answer questions
regarding the moves, but said "The board awaits the presentation of the final budget that the
superintendent will be holistically presenting soon."
The layoffs, if approved, would include 27 teacher positions, 11 administrator positions, and 10
support staff positions, as well as the restructuring of some central office positions. Rosser noted the
eliminations do not necessarily mean 48 staff members will be laid off, given some positions are
vacant due to retirements and other transitions.

Administrative positions eliminated would include the P-Tech program principal, the PACE
(Poughkeepsie Academic and Career Excellence) program principal, the PACE assistant principal,
the high school dean of students, five elementary assistant principals, the assistant to the
superintendent, and the director of grants and advancement
The proposed layoffs would result in around $3 million of savings. Rosser said the eliminations are
likely to happen given the economic uncertainty amid the pandemic, and the district could see more
eliminations as the budget is finalized.
When asked by the board at the meeting how the schools will continue to provide services, Rosser
did not have an answer.

In addition to the lack of funding in schools, County Executive Marc Molinaro has reported that 2019
was a strong "fiscal" year, in particular response to the COViD-19 pandemic, stating:

"Expenses totaled $471.2 million, while revenue added up to $472.6 million. Additionally, sales tax
revenue increased by $9.1 million, a 4.6% increase over 2018. The county also ended the fiscal year
with $56.9 million in its general fund balance."

Moreover, "...[rjevenues increased in 2019, even as expenditures also increased in several areas.
That included a $7.6 million cost increase to the Dutchess County Sheriffs Employee Association for
union contract settlements, positions, employee benefits and debt service."

Ultimately, the allocation of funds to the Poughkeepsie Police Department in contrast to the funding
towards schools, is telling and disgraceful. I yearn to know what you will do to protect Black lives and
prevent further instances of police-state-sanctioned violence, and support the emotional, social, and
educational well-being of your Black constituents . I urge you to condemn police brutality, racial
profiling, and the use of excessive force by police on oppressed communities, and show with your
budget priorities that you actually care about a safe and healthy community.
Sincerely ,
Niaya DeLisio 190 Ridge rd Shokan NY
niayaraindelisio99@qmail.com 8455145903

298

Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

933B3BI

Gabe Allibone < gabeallibone99 @ gmail.com >
Wednesday, June 17, 2020 8:05 PM
sheriffbutch@ gmail.com; countyexec; CountyLegislature; Kendall, Bradford; comptroller;
DistrictAttorney; jbaisley@townofpoug hkeepsie-ny.gov;
jrenihan@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; bill.carlos@ aol.com;
jlopez@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; Michaelcifone@ aol.com;
mwoolever@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; ashershin@yahoo.com;
fsalvatore @ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; mayor@ cityofpoughkeepsie.com;
CommonCounciIMembers@ cityofpoughkeepsie.com; TPape@ cityofpoughkeepsie.com;
superintendent@ poughkeepsieschools.org; boe@ poughkeepsieschools.org
ABOLISH & START OVER

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders
or unexpected emails.
To Poughkeepsie Officials:
My name is Gabe Allibone and I am a resident of Pk.

Given the historic, social, and political origins of police and policing, in conjunction with the recent nationwide protests
reflecting the police murders of George Floyd, Breonrta Taylor, and Tony McDade I am contacting you because I am
demanding you to redirect money away Poughkeepsie policing and prioritize community services that will help improve
the economic conditions, health, and wellbeing of Poughkeepsie residents, especially our Black communities.
!.

Teachers are at serious risk of losing their positions as well the youth losing the essential human right to learn and
receive a sound education. As such, the Poughkeepsie City School District has stated the following:
The Poughkeepsie City School District is proposing to eliminate 48 positions, including teachers, administrators and
support staff, as it attempts to erase a $2.6 million deficit for its 2020- 21 budget. The board voted Wednesday to
eliminate positions for elementary assistant principals, the Poughkeepsie High School dean of students, the assistant to
the superintendent and a position that had yet to be filled for the director of grants and advancement.

Superintendent Eric Rosser said the cuts, most of which have yet to be voted on, are necessary to overcome financial
challenges that include decreases in state aid, the loss of building aid, increases in operating costs, and other financial
obligations. Some, but not all, of those losses are related to hardships created by the coronavirus pandemic

.

He said as the administration continues to finalize its budget he may have to consider more eliminations. School budget
votes, which were to take place May 19, were delayed until a date to be determined after June 1.

"Of course in this district we are not looking to take away valuable members of our organization that support student

learning, but it is our hope that we would be able to retain our staff members, because each member is in the position
,
to meet the varying needs of our children," Rosser said to the district board of education Wednesday. "Unfortunately
as
,
a
I
that
given our budgetary situation we are forced to move in this direction, it is not a good direction
superintendent, or even as an educator, would recommend. However, when you don't have the ability to meet people's
payroll or salary you have to move in the direction of a budget that we will be able to meet the payroll."

When contacted by the Journal, Board President Felicia Watson declined to answer questions regarding the moves, but
,
said "The board awaits the presentation of the final budget that the superintendent will be holistically presenting soon "
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The layoffs, if approved, would include 27 teacher positions, 11 administrator positions, and 10 support staff positions,
as well as the restructuring of some central office positions. Rosser noted the eliminations do not necessarily mean 48
staff members will be laid off, given some positions are vacant due to retirements and other transitions.
Administrative positions eliminated would include the P-Tech program principal, the PACE (Poughkeepsie Academic and
Career Excellence) program principal, the PACE assistant principal, the high school dean of students, five elementary
assistant principals, the assistant to the superintendent, and the director of grants and advancement.

The proposed layoffs would result in around $3 million of savings. Rosser said the eliminations are likely to happen given
the economic uncertainty amid the pandemic, and the district could see more eliminations as the budget is finalized.
When asked by the board at the meeting how the schools will continue to provide services, Rosser did not have an
answer.

In addition to the lack of funding in schools, County Executive Marc Molinaro has reported that 2019 was a strong
" fiscal" year, in particular response to the COVID-19 pandemic, stating:

"Expenses totaled $ 471.2 million, while revenue added up to $472.6 million. Additionally, sales tax revenue increased by

$9.1 million, a 4.6% increase over 2018. The county also ended the fiscal year with $56.9 million in its general fund
balance."

... revenues

increased in 2019, even as expenditures also increased in several areas. That included a $7.6
Moreover, " [
million cost increase to the Dutchess County Sheriff's Employee Association for union contract settlements, positions,
employee benefits and debt service."
Ultimately, the allocation of funds to the Poughkeepsie Police Department in contrast to the funding towards schools, is
telling and disgraceful. I yearn to know what you will do to protect Black lives and prevent further instances of policestate-sanctioned violence, and support the emotional, social, and educational well-being of your Black constituents. I
urge you to condemn police brutality, racial profiling, and the use of excessive force by police on oppressed
communities, and show with your budget priorities that you actually care about a safe and healthy community.
Sincerely,
[YOUR NAME]
[ YOUR ADDRESS]
[ YOUR EMAIL]
[ YOUR PHONE NUMBER ]

Sent from my iPhone
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Morris, Carolyn
Liz Ertner < lizertner@ gmail.com>
Wednesday, June 17, 2020 8:59 PM
Morris, Carolyn
countylegisiators@ dutchess.gov
Public Comment

From:

Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

.

.

ATTENTION: This email came from on external source Do not open attachments or click oh links from uhknown senders or
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Hello,

JH

JT

.

I am writing because I believe it's critical to STOP funding on the $200 million dollar jail planned for this September You
must stop investing in the prison system - mass incarceration in this country is deeply problematic and racist The system
is unjust and ineffective Dutchess County should not spend millions on supporting a racist, unjust system that does not
work It does not actually reduce or prevent crime.

.

.

.

For this particular prison, taxpayers would pay almost $10 million per year for the forseeable future to pay back the
construction bond. For a jail that is meant to house a population of only 130 people. Instead of spending $ 200 million on
a new building, 1 urge those in charge to look into releasing non-violent offenders to reduce the prison population
further. Then propose a fraction of that budget to be used to improve living conditions and quality of life for the
remaining inmates.
Our county' s largest expenses should be focused on on investing in education and in social services for residents especially to support those most vulnerable from the pandemic. Do not spend $ 200 million on this prison. You should

alsoTeduce theenormous sheriff department and jail budget of $ 54.7 million in 2020. instead, increase funding for
health and mental health services and7outh programs.

Thank you,
Elizabeth Ertner
Beacon, New York
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Morris, Carolyn
From;
Sent:

To:

Subject:

Nataly Romero < natalyrmr @ gmail.com >
Thursday, June 18, 2020 12:29 AM
sheriffbutch@ gmail.com; countyexec; Countytegislature; Kendall, Bradford; comptroller;
DistrictAttorney;jbaisiey@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov;
jrenihan@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; bill.carlos@ aol.com;
jlopez @townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; Michaeldfone@ aol.com;
mwoolever @townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; ashershin @yahoo.com;
fsalvatore@ townofpoughkeepsie- ny.gov; mayor @cityofpoughkeepsie.com;
CommonCouncilMembers @dtyofpoughkeepsie.com; TPape@ cityofpoughkeepsie.com;
superintendent@ poughkeepsieschools.org; boe@ poughkeepsieschools.org
Defund police to refund the community !

WfTENTiON: Tfiis email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders on
unexpected emails.

_

To Poughkeepsie Officials:
My name is Nataly Romero and I am a resident of Arlington NY. Given the historic, social, and political origins of police
and policing, in conjunction with the recent nationwide protests reflecting the police murders of George Floyd, Breonna
Taylor, and Tony McDade I am contacting you because I am demanding you to redirect money away Poughkeepsie
policing and prioritize community services that wili help improve the economic conditions, health, and wellbeing of
Poughkeepsie residents, especially our Black communities. Teachers are at serious risk of losing their positions as weli
the youth losing the essential human-right to iearn and receive a sound education. As such, the Poughkeepsie City
School District has stated the following: The Poughkeepsie City School District is proposing to eliminate 48 positions,
including teachers, administrators and support staff, as it attempts to erase a $ 2.6 million deficit for its 2020- 21 budget.
The board voted Wednesday to eliminate positions for elementary assistant principals, the Poughkeepsie High School
dean of students, the assistant to fhe superintendent and a position that had yet to be filled for the director of grants
and advancement. Superintendent Eric Rosser said the cuts, most of which have yet to be voted on, are necessary to
overcome financial challenges that include decreases in state aid, the loss of building aid, increases in operating costs,
and other financia! obligations. Some, but not ait, of those losses are related to hardships created by the coronavirus
pandemic. He said as the administration continues to finalize its budget he may have to consider more eliminations.
School budget votes, which were to take place May 19, were delayed until a date to be determined after June 1. "Of
course in this district we are not looking to take away valuable members of our organization that support student
learning, but it is our hope that we would be able to retain our staff members, because each member is in the position
11
to meet the varying needs of our children, Rosser said to the district board of education Wednesday. " Unfortunately,
given our budgetary situation we are forced to move in this direction, it is not a good direction that I, as a
superintendent, or even as an educator, would recommend However, when you don't have the ability to meet people's
payroll or salary you have to move in the direction of a budget that we wiii be able to meet the payroll " When
contacted by the Journal, Board President Felicia Watson declined to answer questions regarding the moves, but said
"The board awaits the presentation of the final budget that the superintendent will be holistically presenting soon." The
layoffs, if approved, would include 27 teacher positions, 11 administrator positions, and 10 support staff positions, as
well as the restructuring of some centra! office positions Rosser noted the eliminations do not necessarily mean 48 staff
members will be laid off, given some positions are vacant due to retirements and other transitions. Administrative
positions eliminated would include the P-Tech program principal, the PACE ( Poughkeepsie Academic and Career
Excellence) program principal, the PACE assistant principal, the high school dean of students, five elementary assistant
principals, the assistant to the superintendent, and the director of grants and advancement. The proposed layoffs would
result in around $3 million of savings. Rosser said the eliminations are likely to happen given the economic uncertainty
amid the pandemic, and the district could see more eliminations as the budget is finalized. When asked by the board at
the meeting how the schools wiil continue to provide services, Rosser did not have an answer. In addition to the lack of
funding in schools, County Executive Marc Molinaro has reported that 2019 was a strong "fiscal" year, in particular

.

.

292

.

response to the COVID-19 pandemic, stating: "Expenses totaled $471.2 million, while revenue added up to $ 472.6
million. Additionally, sales tax revenue increased by $9.1 million, a. 4.6% increase over 2018. The county also ended the
fiscal year with $56,9 million in its general fund balance." Moreover, " [Revenues increased in 2019, even as
expenditures also increased in several areas. That included a $ 7.6 million cost increase to the Dutchess County Sheriffs
Employee Association for union contract settlements, positions, employee benefits and debt service." Ultimately, the
allocation of funds to the Poughkeepsie Police Department in contrast to the funding towards schools, is telling and
disgraceful. I yearn to know what you will do to protect Black lives and prevent further instances of police statesanctioned violence, and support the emotional, social, and educational well-being of your Black constituents. I urge you
to condemn police brutality, racial profiling, and the use of excessive force by police on oppressed communities, and
show with your budget priorities that you actually care about a safe and healthy community.

...

-

Sincerely, Nataly Romero and Aydan Tasciotti at Homer Place Arlington NY
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Nataly Romero < natalyrmr@gmail.com >
Thursday, June 18, 2020 12:30 AM
CountyLegislature; Llaverias, Giancarlo; Sagliano, Don; Polasek, Michael; Black, Hannah;
Keith, Thomas L.; Edwards, Rebecca; Truitt, Will; Brendli, Craig; Johnson, Randy;
jeterb@hvc.rr.com; Kearney, Brennan; Metzger, John D.; Bolner, Donna; Paoloni, Lisa;
Cavacdni, Joseph; Zernike, Frits; McHoul, Douglas A.; Page, Nick; Pulver, Gregg; Munn,
Kristofer; Caswell, Stephen; Garito, Faye; Hauser, Edward; Surman, Alan; Houston,
Deirdre; countyexec; Morris, Carolyn
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Dear Dutchess County Legislature,
Hi, my name is Nataly Romero and I am a resident of Arlington and work in Beacon I am asking you to reallocate money
away from the Dutchess County Sheriffs Department, which disproportionately targets Black residents. From traffic
stops, to arrests, to the use of lethal force, Dutchess County Sheriffs Department targets nonwhite residents at a rate
far exceeding their share of the population. Much scholarship shows that a living wage, access to health services and
treatment, educational opportunity, and stable housing are far more successful at promoting community safety than
policing and prisons. Dutchess County is currently allocating $54,665,818 of its budget to the Sheriff and Jail,
$18,041,128 to Probation and $1,312,183 to Juvenile Detention, totaling $74,304,402 (14.5%) toward programs that
have little benefit to the community. Ail the while only allocating $49,520,574 (9.6%) toward public education from PreSchool through Community College, $46,379,552 (9%) to the Department of Behavioral & Community Health, and
$11,668,951 (0.02%) to our already inadequate Public Transportation system. Additionally, only $1,215,670 (0.002%)
was allocated to the Agency Partner Grant Program which includes many of the programs that support the community in
meaningful ways such as housing, restorative justice, food access, literacy, and much more. This means that Dutchess
County is allocating nearly the same amount of funding to policing and incarceration as it is to all of these other
programs combined. This is an unacceptable disparity in funding. It stands to reason that a greater number of residents
can benefit from access to healthcare, education, and transportation in their communities than they can from police
presence and incarceration. As such, I demand a meaningful reallocation of these funds towards healthcare and social
programs that truly benefit the community.

.

Sincerely, Nataly Romero
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Morris, Carolyn
Isabel Murray < imurray359@ icloud.com>
Thursday, June 18, 2020 8:40 AM
sheriffbutch@ gmail.com; countyexec; CountyLegisiature; Kendall, Bradford; comptroller;
DistrictAttorney; jbaisley@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov;
jrenihan@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; bill.carlos@ aol.com;
jlopez@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; Michaelcifone @aol.com;
mwoolever@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; ashershin@yahoo.com;
fsalvatore@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; mayor@cityofpoughkeepsie.com;
CommonCouncilMembers@cityofpoughkeepsie.com; TPape@cityofpoughkeepsie.com;
superintendent@ poughkeepsieschools.org; boe@ poughkeepsieschools.org
DEFUND PK PD

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

i
i

;

.

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders
or unexpected emails

.

To Poughkeepsie Officials:
My name is Isabel Murray and I am a resident of Rhinebeck New York

.

Given the historic, social, and political origins of police and policing, in conjunction with the recent nationwide protests
reflecting the police murders of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Tony McDade I am contacting you because I am
demanding you to redirect money away Poughkeepsie policing and prioritize community services that will help improve
the economic conditions, health, and wellbeing of Poughkeepsie residents, especially our Black communities

.

Teachers are at serious risk of losing their positions as well the youth losing the essential human right to learn and
receive a sound education As such, the Poughkeepsie City School District has stated the following:

.

The Poughkeepsie City School District is proposing to eliminate 48 positions, including teachers, administrators and
support staff, as it attempts to erase a $ 2.6 million deficit for its 2020-21 budget. The board voted Wednesday to
eliminate positions for elementary assistant principals, the Poughkeepsie High School dean of students, the assistant to
the superintendent and a position that had yet to be filled for the director of grants and advancement.
Superintendent Eric Rosser said the cuts, most of which have yet to be voted on, are necessary to overcome financial
challenges that include decreases in state aid, the loss of building aid, increases in operating costs, and other financial
obligations. Some, but not all, of those losses are related to hardships created by the coronavirus pandemic.
He said as the administration continues to finalize its budget he may have to consider more eliminations. School budget
votes, which were to take place May 19, were delayed until a date to be determined after June 1

.

"Of course in this district we are not looking to take away valuable members of our organization that support student

it is our hope that we would be able to retain our staff members, because each member is in the position
to meet the varying needs of our children," Rosser said to the district board of education Wednesday. " Unfortunately,
given our budgetary situation we are forced to move in this direction, it is not a good direction that I, as a
superintendent, or even as an educator, would recommend. However, when you don ' t have the ability to meet people's
payroll or salary you have to move in the direction of a budget that we will be able to meet the payroll "

{ earning, but

.

When contacted by the Journal, Board President Felicia Watson declined to answer questions regarding the moves, but
said " The board awaits the presentation of the final budget that the superintendent will be holistically presenting soon."
288

:

The layoffs, if approved, would include 27 teacher positions, 11 administrator positions, and 10 support staff positions,
as well as the restructuring of some central office positions. Rosser noted the eliminations do not necessarily mean 48
staff members will be laid off, given some positions are vacant due to retirements and other transitions.
Administrative positions eliminated would include the P-Tech program principal, the PACE ( Poughkeepsie Academic and
Career Excellence ) program principal, the PACE assistant principal, the high school dean of students, five elementary
assistant principals, the assistant to the superintendent, and the director of grants and advancement

.

.

The proposed layoffs would result in around $3 million of savings Rosser said the eliminations are likely to happen given
the economic uncertainty amid the pandemic, and the district could see more eliminations as the budget is finalized ,

When asked by the board at the meeting how the schools will continue to provide services, Rosser did not have an
answer

.

In addition to the lack of funding in schools, County Executive Marc Molinaro has reported that 2019 was a strong
"fiscal" year, in particular response to the COVID-19 pandemic, stating:

"Expenses totaled $471.2 million, while revenue added up to $472.6 million. Additionally, sales tax revenue increased by

$9.1 million, a 4.6% increase over 2018. The county also ended the fiscal year with $56.9 million in its general fund
balance."

increased in 2019, even as expenditures also increased in several areas. That included a $ 7.6
Moreover, " [
million cost increase to the Dutchess County Sheriffs Employee Association for union contract settlements, positions,
employee benefits and debt service "

... revenues

.

Ultimately, the allocation of funds to the Poughkeepsie Police Department in contrast to the funding towards schools, is
telling and disgraceful I yearn to know what you will do to protect Black lives and prevent further instances of policestate-sanctioned violence, and support the emotional, social, and educational well-being of your Black constituents. I
urge you to condemn police brutality, racial profiling, and the use of excessive force by police on oppressed
communities, and show with your budget priorities that you actually care about a safe and healthy community.

.

Sincerely,
Isabel Murray
imurray359 @ gmail.com

Sent from my iPhone
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Isabel Murray <imurray359 @ icloud,com>
Thursday, June 18, 2020 8:48 AM
CountyLegislature; Uaverias, Giancarlo; Sagliano, Don; Polasek, Michael; Black, Hannah;
Keith, Thomas L.; Edwards, Rebecca; Truitt, Will; Brendli, Craig; Johnson, Randy;
jeterb@hvc.rr.com; Kearney, Brennan; Metzger, John D.; Bolner, Donna; Paoloni, Lisa;
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REALLOCATE DUTCHESS COUNTY PD FUNDS

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders
or unexpected emails.
Dear Dutchess County Legislature,

.

Hi, my name is Isabel Murray and I am a resident of Rhinebeck New York I am asking you to reallocate money away
from the Dutchess County Sheriffs Department, which disproportionately targets Black residents. From traffic stops, to
arrests, to the use of lethal force, Dutchess County Sheriffs Department targets nonwhite residents at a rate far
exceeding their share of the population. Much scholarship shows that a living wage, access to health services and
treatment, educational opportunity, and stable housing are far more successful at promoting community safety than
policing and prisons.

Dutchess County is currently allocating $ 54,665,818 of its budget to the Sheriff and Jail, $18,041,128 to Probation and
$1,312,183 to Juvenile Detention, totaling $74,304,402 (14.5%) toward programs that have little benefit to the
community. All the while only allocating $49,520,574 (9.6%) toward public education from Pre -School through
Community College, $46,379,552 (9%) to the Department of Behavioral & Community Health, and $11,668,951 (0.02%)
,215,670 (0.002%) was allocated to the
to our already inadequate Public Transportation system Additionally, only $1
that
the community in meaningful ways
support
programs
Agency Partner Grant Program which includes many of the
such as housing, restorative justice, food access, literacy, and much more. This means that Dutchess County is allocating
nearly the same amount of funding to policing and incarceration as it is to all of these other programs combined .

.

This is an unacceptable disparity in funding. It stands to reason that a greater number of residents can benefit from
access to healthcare, education, and transportation in their communities than they can from police presence and
incarceration. As such, 1 demand a meaningful reallocation of these funds towards healthcare and social programs that
truly benefit the community.
Sincerely,

Isabel Murray
imurray359 @gmail.com

Sent from my iPhone
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Mia Barbuto < mbarbuto 21 @ ic!oud.com>
Thursday, June 18, 2020 8:59 AM
sheriffbutch@ gmail.com; countyexec; CountyLegislature; Kendall, Bradford; comptroller;
DistrictAttorney; jbaisley@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov;
jrenihan@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; bill.carlos@ aoi.com;
jlopez@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; Michaelcifone@ aoI.com;
mwoolever@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; ashershin @yahoo.com;
fsalvatore@ townofpoughkeepsie- ny.gov; mayor @cityofpoughkeepsie.com;
CommonCouncilMembers@ cityofpoughkeepsie.com; TPape@cityofpoughkeepsie.com;
superintendent@ poughkeepsieschools.org; boe@poughkeepsieschools.org
Defunding the police department

.

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source Do not open attachments or dick on links from unknown senders
or unexpected emails.

To Poughkeepsie Officials:
My name is Mia Barbuto and I am a resident of Dutchess County.

Given the historic, social, and political origins of police and policing, in conjunction with the recent nationwide protests
reflecting the police murders of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Tony McDade I am contacting you because I am
demanding you to redirect money away Poughkeepsie policing and prioritize community services that will help improve
the economic conditions, health, and wellbeing of Poughkeepsie residents, especially our Black communities.

Teachers are at serious risk of losing their positions as well the youth losing the essential human right to learn and
receive a sound education. As such, the Poughkeepsie City School District has stated the following:

The Poughkeepsie City School District is proposing to eliminate 48 positions, including teachers, administrators and
support staff, as it attempts to erase a $ 2.6 million deficit for its 2020-21 budget. The board voted Wednesday to
eliminate positions for elementary assistant principals, the Poughkeepsie High School dean of students, the assistant to
the superintendent and a position that had yet to be filled for the director of grants and advancement.

Superintendent Eric Rosser said the cuts, most of which have yet to be voted on, are necessary to overcome financial
challenges that include decreases in state aid, the loss of building aid, increases in operating costs, and other financial
obligations. Some, but not all, of those losses are related to hardships created by the coronavirus pandemic.
He said as the administration continues to finalize its budget he may have to consider more eliminations. School budget
votes, which were to take place May 19, were delayed until a date to be determined after June 1.

"Of course in this district we are not looking to take away valuable members of our organization that support student
learning, but it is our hope that we would be able to retain our staff members, because each member is in the position
to meet the varying needs of our children," Rosser said to the district board of education Wednesday. " Unfortunately,

given our budgetary situation we are forced to move in this direction, it is not a good direction that I, as a
superintendent, or even as an educator, would recommend. However, when you don't have the ability to meet people ' s
payroll or salary you have to move in the direction of a budget that we will be able to meet the payroll. "

When contacted by the Journal, Board President Felicia Watson declined to answer questions regarding the moves, but
said "The board awaits the presentation of the final budget that the superintendent will be holistically presenting soon."
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The layoffs, if approved, would include 27 teacher positions, 11 administrator positions, and 10 support staff positions,
as well as the restructuring of some central office positions. Rosser noted the eliminations do not necessarily mean 48
staff members will be laid off, given some positions are vacant due to retirements and other transitions

.

Administrative positions eliminated would include the P-Tech program principal, the PACE (Poughkeepsie Academic and
Career Excellence ) program principal, the PACE assistant principal, the high school dean of students, five elementary
assistant principals, the assistant to the superintendent, and the director of grants and advancement.
The proposed layoffs would result in around $3 million of savings. Rosser said the eliminations are likely to happen given
the economic uncertainty amid the pandemic, and the district could see more eliminations as the budget is finalized.
When asked by the board at the meeting how the schools will continue to provide services, Rosser did not have an
answer.
In addition to the lack of funding in schools, County Executive Marc Molinaro has reported that 2019 was a strong
" fiscal" year, in particular response to the COVID-19 pandemic, stating:

"Expenses totaled $471.2 million, while revenue added up to $ 472.6 million. Additionally, sales tax revenue increased by
$9.1 million, a 4.6% increase over 2018. The county also ended the fiscal year with $56.9 million in its general fund
balance."

..

Moreover, ” .[Revenues increased in 2019, even as expenditures also increased in several areas. That included a $7.6
million cost increase to the Dutchess County Sheriffs Employee Association for union contract settlements, positions,
employee benefits and debt service "

.

Ultimately, the allocation of funds to the Poughkeepsie Police Department in contrast to the funding towards schools, is
telling and disgraceful I yearn to know what you will do to protect Black lives and prevent further instances of policestate-sanctioned violence, and support the emotional, social, and educational well-being of your Black constituents. I
urge you to condemn police brutality, racial profiling, and the use of excessive force by police on oppressed
communities, and show with your budget priorities that you actually care about a safe and healthy community.

.

Sincerely,

Mia Barbuto
Mbarbuto21@icloud.com
( 845 ) 418-9918

Sent from my iPhone
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
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To:

Mia Barbuto <mbarbuto21@icloud.com >
Thursday, June 18, 2020 9:01 AM
CountyLegislature; Llaverias, Giancarlo; Sagiiano, Don; Polasek, Michael; Black, Hannah;
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Kristofer; Caswell, Stephen; Garito, Faye; Hauser, Edward; Surman, Alan; Houston,
Deirdre; countyexec; Morris, Carolyn
Defund the dutchess county police depts

.

Subject:

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders
or unexpected emails.

Dear Dutchess County Legislature,

Hi, my name is Mia Barbuto and I am a resident of Red Hook, NY. I am asking you to reallocate money away from the
Dutchess County Sheriffs Department, which disproportionately targets Black residents. From traffic stops, to arrests, to
the use of lethal force, Dutchess County Sheriffs Department targets nonwhite residents at a rate far exceeding their
share of the population. Much scholarship shows that a living wage, access to health services and treatment,
educational opportunity, and stable housing are far more successful at promoting community safety than policing and
prisons,

Dutchess County is currently allocating $ 54,665,818 of its budget to the Sheriff and Jail, $18,041,128 to Probation and
$1,312,183 to Juvenile Detention, totaling $74,304,402 (14.5%) toward programs that have little benefit to the
community. All the while only allocating $49,520,574 ( 9.6%) toward public education from Pre-School through
Community College, $46,379,552 (9%) to the Department of Behavioral & Community Health, and $11,668,951 (0.02%)
to our already inadequate Public Transportation system. Additionally, only $1,215,670 ( 0.002%) was allocated to the
Agency Partner Grant Program which includes many of the programs that support the community in meaningful ways
such as housing, restorative justice, food access, literacy, and much more This means that Dutchess County is allocating
nearly the same amount of funding to policing and incarceration as it is to all of these other programs combined.

.

This is an unacceptable disparity in funding. It stands to reason that a greater number of residents can benefit from
access to healthcare, education, and transportation in their communities than they can from police presence and
incarceration. As such, I demand a meaningful reallocation of these funds towards healthcare and social programs that
truly benefit the community.

Sincerely,
Mia Barbuto
mbarbuto 21@icloud.com

Sent from my iPhone
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Morris, Carolyn
Bill Bakaitis < bbakaitis @hotmail.com >
Thursday, June 18, 2020 9:01 AM
County Legislators
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I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its
plans for a new jail. The jail would be the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken,
costing more than all other county capital spending combined, with bond repayment extending into the
2040s. Post-Covid, the county's financial situation is dire—the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and
unless direct federal aid arrives, the county will need to borrow later this year to cover basic operations.
Layoffs and cuts to essentia! services seem inevitable.
This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent
priorities. For example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and
that alcoholism and mental health needs are also on the rise. Yet the current budget has reduced in
spending on these services, as well as on much- needed youth programs.
Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York 's bail and discovery reform laws have
dramatically reduced pre -trial incarceration and thus the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago,
over 400). More people charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community- based treatment
for addiction and mental- health diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells
into homeless shelters and expand alternatives to incarceration Dutchess County should join their ranks
and reimagine public safety.
For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in
July:
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including
renovation of part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.

.

Respectfully submitted
Vincent Bakaitis
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Morris, Carolyn
Libby Mensch < elmensch18@ gmail.com>
Thursday, June 18, 2020 920 AM
sheriffbutch@ gmail.com; countyexec;. CountyLegislature; Kendall, Bradford; comptroller;
DistrictAttorney; jbaisley@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov;
jrenihan@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov, bill.carlos@aol.com,•
jlopez@ townofpoughkeepsie -ny.gov; Michaelcifone@aol.com;
mwoolever@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; ashershin@yahoo.com;
fsalvatore@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; mayor @ cityofpoughkeepsie.com;
CommonCouncilMembers@dtyofpoughkeepsie.com; TPape@ cityofpoughkeepsie.com;
superintendent @ poughkeepsieschools.org; boe@poughkeepsieschools.org
Supporting Education over Police

From:
Sent:
To:

-

Subject:

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on [inks from unknown senders
or unexpected emails.
To Poughkeepsie Officials:

.

My name is Libby Mensch and l a m a resident of Rhinebeck

Given the historic, social, and political origins of police and policing, in conjunction with the recent nationwide protests
reflecting the police murders of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Tony McDade I am contacting you because I am
demanding you to redirect money away Poughkeepsie policing and prioritize community services that will help improve
the economic conditions, health, and wellbeing of Poughkeepsie residents, especially our Black communities.

Teachers are at serious risk of losing their positions as well the youth losing the essential human right to learn and
receive a sound education. As such, the Poughkeepsie City School District has stated the following:

The Poughkeepsie City School District is proposing to eliminate 48 positions, including teachers, administrators and
support staff, as it attempts to erase a $2 ,6 million deficit for its 2020-21 budget. The board voted Wednesday to
eliminate positions for elementary assistant principals, the Poughkeepsie High School dean of students, the assistant to
the superintendent and a position that had yet to be filled for the director of grants and advancement.
Superintendent Eric Rosser said the cuts, most of which have yet to be voted on, are necessary to overcome financial
challenges that include decreases in state aid, the loss of building aid, increases in operating costs, and other financial
obligations Some, but not all, of those losses are related to hardships created by the coronavirus pandemic.

.

.

He said as the administration continues to finalize its budget he may have to consider more eliminations School budget
votes, which were to take place May 19, were delayed until a date to be determined after June 1.

"Of course in this district we are not looking to take away valuable members of our organization that support student

learning, but it is our hope that we would be able to retain our staff members, because each member is in the position
to meet the varying needs of our children," Rosser said to the district board of education Wednesday. "Unfortunately,
given our budgetary situation we are forced to move in this direction, it is not a good direction that I, as a
superintendent, or even as an educator, would recommend. However, when you don't have the ability to meet people's
payroll or salary you have to move in the direction of a budget that we will be able to meet the payroll "

.

When contacted by the Journal, Board President Felicia Watson declined to answer questions regarding the moves, but
said "The board awaits the presentation of the final budget that the superintendent will be holistically presenting soon."
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The layoffs, if approved, would include 27 teacher positions, 11 administrator positions, and 10 support staff positions,
as well as the restructuring of some central office positions. Rosser noted the eliminations do not necessarily mean 48
staff members will be laid off, given some positions are vacant due to retirements and other transitions.

Administrative positions eliminated would include the P-Tech program principal, the PACE (Poughkeepsie Academic and
Career Excellence } program principal, the PACE assistant principal, the high school dean of students, five elementary
assistant principals, the assistant to the superintendent, and the director of grants and advancement.

The proposed layoffs would result in around $3 million of savings. Rosser said the eliminations are likely to happen given
the economic uncertainty amid the pandemic, and the district could see more eliminations as the budget is finalized.
When asked by the board at the meeting how the schools will continue to provide services, Rosser did not have an
answer.
In addition to the lack of funding in schools, County Executive Marc Molinaro has reported that 2019 was a strong
"fiscal" year, in particular response to the COVID-19 pandemic, stating:

"Expenses totaled $471.2 million, while revenue added up to $ 472.6 million. Additionally, sales tax revenue increased by
$9.1 million, a 4.6% increase over 2018. The county also ended the fiscal year with $56.9 million in its genera! fund

balance."

...

Moreover, " [r]evenues increased in 2019, even as expenditures also increased in several areas. That included a $7.6
million cost increase to the Dutchess County Sheriff 's Employee Association for union contract settlements, positions,
employee benefits and debt service."

Ultimately, the allocation of funds to the Poughkeepsie Police Department in contrast to the funding towards schools, is
telling and disgraceful. I yearn to know what you will do to protect Black lives and prevent further instances of policestate- sanctioned violence, and support the emotional, social, and educational well-being of your Black constituents. I
urge you to condemn police brutality, racial profiling, and the use of excessive force by police on oppressed
communities, and show with your budget priorities that you actually care about a safe and healthy community.
Sincerely,
Libby Mensch
41 Livingston St, Rhinebeck NY
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Morris, Carolyn
Barr Lavi-Romer < barrlaviromer@gmail.com>
Thursday, June 18, 2020 9:27 AM
sheriffbutch@ gmail.com; countyexec; CountyLegislature; Kendall, Bradford; comptroller;
District Attorney; jba isley@townofpoughkeep sie-ny gov;
jrenihan@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; biII.carlos @aol com;
jlopez@ townofpoughkeepsie -ny gov; Michaelcifone@ aol com;
mwoolever@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; ashershin@ yahoo.com;
fsalvatore@ townof poughkeepsie-ny gov; mayor@cityofpoughkeepsie co m;
CommonCouncilMembers @cityofpoughkeepsie.com; TPape@ cityofpoughkeepsie com;
superintendent@ poughkeepsieschools.org; boe@poughkeepsieschools.org
Defund PK Police
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.

.
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.
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.

.

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source . Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders

or unexpected emails.

To Poughkeepsie Officials:
My name is Barr Lavi-Romer and I am a resident of Rhinebeck, NY.

Given the historic, social, and political origins of police and policing, in conjunction with the recent nationwide protests
reflecting the police murders of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Tony McDade I am contacting you because ! am
demanding you to redirect money away Poughkeepsie policing and prioritize community services that will help improve
the economic conditions, health, and wellbeing of Poughkeepsie residents, especially our Black communities

.

Teachers are at serious risk of losing their positions as well the youth losing the essential human right to learn and
receive a sound education. As such, the Poughkeepsie City School District has stated the following:
The Poughkeepsie City School District is proposing to eliminate 48 positions, including teachers, administrators and
support staff, as it attempts to erase a $2.6 million deficit for its 2020-21 budget. The board voted Wednesday to
eliminate positions for elementary assistant principals, the Poughkeepsie High School dean of students, the assistant to
the superintendent and a position that had yet to be filled for the director of grants and advancement.
Superintendent Eric Rosser said the cuts, most of which have yet to be voted on, are necessary to overcome financial
challenges that include decreases in state aid, the loss of building aid, increases in operating costs, and other financial
obligations Some, but not all, of those losses are related to hardships created by the coronavirus pandemic.

.

He said as the administration continues to finalize its budget he may have to consider more eliminations. School budget
votes, which were to take place May 19, were delayed until a date to be determined after June 1

.

"Of course in this district we are not looking to take away valuable members of our organization that support student
learning, but it is our hope that we would be able to retain our staff members, because each member is in the position
to meet the varying needs of our children," Rosser said to the district board of education Wednesday. "Unfortunately,
given our budgetary situation we are forced to move in this direction, it is not a good direction that I, as a
superintendent, or even as an educator, would recommend. However, when you don't have the ability to meet people ' s
payroll or salary you have to move in the direction of a budget that we will be able to meet the payroll."
When contacted by the Journal, Board President Felicia Watson declined to answer questions regarding the moves, but
said "The board awaits the presentation of the final budget that the superintendent will be holistically presenting soon."
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The layoffs, if approved, would include 27 teacher positions, 11 administrator positions, and 10 support staff positions,
as well as the restructuring of some central office positions. Rosser noted the eliminations do not necessarily mean 48
staff members will be laid off, given some positions are vacant due to retirements and other transitions,
Administrative positions eliminated would include the P-Tech program principal, the PACE ( Poughkeepsie Academic and
Career Excellence) program principal, the PACE assistant principal, the high school dean of students, five elementary
assistant principals, the assistant to the superintendent, and the director of grants and advancement.

.

The proposed layoffs would result in around $3 million of savings Rosser said the eliminations are likely to happen given
the economic uncertainty amid the pandemic, and the district could see more eliminations as the budget is finalized

.

When asked by the board at the meeting how the schools will continue to provide services, Rosser did not have an
answer

.

In addition to the lack of funding in schools, County Executive Marc Molinaro has reported that 2019 was a strong
"fiscal" year, in particular response to the COVID-19 pandemic, stating:

"Expenses totaled $471.2 million, while revenue added up to $472.6 million. Additionally, sales tax revenue increased by

$9.1 million, a 4.6% increase over 2018. The county also ended the fiscal year with $56.9 million in its general fund
balance."

.

.

Moreover, ”.. [Revenues increased in 2019, even as expenditures also increased in several areas That included a $7.6
million cost increase to the Dutchess County Sheriffs Employee Association for union contract settlements, positions,

employee benefits and debt service."

Ultimately, the allocation of funds to the Poughkeepsie Police Department in contrast to the funding towards schools, is
telling and disgraceful. I yearn to know what you will do to protect Black lives and prevent further instances of policestate-sanctioned violence, and support the emotional, social, and educational well-being of your Black constituents. I
urge you to condemn police brutality, racial profiling, and the use of excessive force by police on oppressed
communities, and show with your budget priorities that you actually care about a safe and healthy community.

Sincerely,
Barr Lavi-Romer
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Morris, Carolyn
Barr Lavi-Romer < barrlaviromer@gmail.com>
Thursday, June 18, 2020 9:35 AM
CountyLegislature; Uaverias, Giancarlo; Sagliano, Don; Polasek, Michael; Black, Hannah;
Keith, Thomas L; Edwards, Rebecca; Truitt, Will; Brendli, Craig; Johnson, Randy;
jeterb @ hvc.rr.com; Kearney, Brennan; Metzger, John D.; Bolner, Donna; Paoloni, Lisa;
Cavaccini, Joseph; Zernike, Frits; McHoul, Douglas A.; Page, Nick; Pulver, Gregg; Munn,
Kristofer; Caswell, Stephen; Garito, Faye; Hauser, Edward; Surman, Alan; Houston,
Deirdre; countyexec; Morris, Carolyn
Defund Dutchess County Sheriffs Department

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders
or unexpected emails.
Dear Dutchess County Legislature,

Hi, my name is Barr Lavi-Romer and I am a resident of Rhinebeck. I am asking you to reallocate money away from the
Dutchess County Sheriffs Department, which disproportionately targets Black residents. From traffic stops, to arrests, to
the use of lethal force, Dutchess County Sheriffs Department targets nonwhite residents at a rate far exceeding their
share of the population. Much scholarship shows that a living wage, access to health services and treatment,
educational opportunity, and stable housing are far more successful at promoting community safety than policing and
prisons.

Dutchess County is currently allocating $ 54,665,818 of its budget to the Sheriff and Jail, $18,041,128 to Probation and
$1,312,183 to Juvenile Detention, totaling $74,304,402 (14.5%) toward programs that have little benefit to the
community. All the while only allocating $ 49,520,574 (9.6%) toward public education from Pre-School through
Community College, $ 46,379,552 (9%) to the Department of Behavioral & Community Health, and $11,668,951 ( 0.02%)
to our already inadequate Public Transportation system. Additionally, only $1,215,670 (0,002%) was allocated to the
Agency Partner Grant Program which includes many of the programs that support the community in meaningful ways
such as housing, restorative justice, food access, literacy, and much more. This means that Dutchess County is allocating
nearly the same amount of funding to policing and incarceration as it is to all of these other programs combined.

.

This is an unacceptable disparity in funding It stands to reason that a greater number of residents can benefit from
access to healthcare, education, and transportation in their communities than they can from police presence and
incarceration As such,I demand a meaningful reallocation of these funds towards healthcare and social programs that

.

truly benefit the community.

Sincerely,
Barr Lavi-Romer
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Morris, Carolyn
Jenna Dorrian <jdorrian22@ gmail.com >
Thursday, June 18, 2020 9:57 AM
CountyLegislature; Liaverias, Giancarlo; Sagliano, Don; Polasek, Michael; Black, Hannah;
Keith, Thomas L ; Edwards, Rebecca; Truitt, Will; Brendli, Craig; Johnson, Randy;
jeterb @ hvc.rr.com; Kearney, Brennan; Metzger, John D ; Bolner, Donna; Paoloni, Lisa;
Cavaccini, Joseph; Zernike, Frits; McHoul, Douglas A ; Page, Nick; Pulver, Gregg; Munn,
Kristofer; Caswell, Stephen; Garito, Faye; Hauser, Edward; Surman, Alan; Houston,
Deirdre; countyexec; Morris, Carolyn
We Have a Problem

From:
Sent:
To:

.

.

Subject:

.

.

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders
or unexpected emails.
Dear Dutchess County Legislature,

Hi, my name is Jenna Dorrian and l am a resident of Red Hook, NY. I am asking you to reallocate money away from the
Dutchess County Sheriff's Department, which disproportionately targets Black residents. From traffic stops, to arrests, to
the use of lethal force, Dutchess County Sheriffs Department targets nonwhite residents at a rate far exceeding their
share of the population. Much scholarship shows that a living wage, access to health services and treatment,
educational opportunity, and stable housing are far more successful at promoting community safety than policing and
prisons.
Dutchess County is currently allocating $ 54,665,818 of its budget to the Sheriff and Jail, $18,041,128 to Probation and
$1,312,183 to Juvenile Detention, totaling $74,304,402 (14.5%) toward programs that have little benefit to the
community -All the while only allocating $ 49,520,574 (9.6%) toward public education from Pre-School through
Community College, $ 46 379,552 (9%) to the Department of Behavioral & Community Health, and $11,668,951 (0.02%)
to our already inadequate Public Transportation system. Additionally, only $1,215,670 (0.002%) was allocated to the
Agency Partner Grant Program which includes many of the programs that support the community in meaningful ways
such as housing, restorative justice, food access, literacy, and much more. This means that Dutchess County is allocating
nearly the same amount of funding to policing and incarceration as it is to all of these other programs combined.

.

,

.

This is an unacceptable disparity in funding It stands to reason that a greater number of residents can benefit from
access to healthcare, education, and transportation in their communities than they can from police presence and
incarceration. As such, I demand a meaningful reallocation of these funds towards healthcare and social programs that
truly benefit the community

.

Sincerely,
Jenna Dorrian
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Morris, Carolyn
Emily Entner <eentner99 @gmail.com>
Thursday, June 18, 2020 10:04 AM
CountyLegisiature; Uaverias, Giancarlo; Sagliano, Don; Polasek, Michael; Black, Hannah;
Keith, Thomas L.; Edwards, Rebecca; Truitt, Will; Brendli, Craig; Johnson, Randy;
jeterb @ hvc.rr.com; Kearney, Brennan; Metzger, John D.; Bolner, Donna; Paoloni, Lisa;
Cavaccini, Joseph; Zemike, Frits; McHoul, Douglas A.; Page, Nick; Pulver, Gregg; Munn,
Kristofer; Caswell, Stephen; Garito, Faye; Hauser, Edward; Surman, Alan; Houston,
Deirdre; countyexec; Morris, Carolyn
Please Defund Dutchess County PD

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders
or unexpected emails

.

Dear Dutchess County Legislature,

Hi, my name is Emily and I am a resident of Rhinebeck, NY. I live in a predominantly white area and l know that my black
peers and friends have been stopped, followed, and taken out of their vehicles and I am tired of hearing this same story
with nothing changing. I am asking you to take action and reallocate money away from the Dutchess County Sheriff's
Department, which disproportionately targets Black residents.
From traffic stops, to arrests, to the use of lethal force, Dutchess County Sheriffs Department targets nonwhite
residents at a rate far exceeding their share of the population. Much scholarship shows that a living wage, access to
health services and treatment, educational opportunity, and stable housing are far more successful at promoting
community safety than policing and prisons I would recommend reading Michelle Alexander's book, The New Jim Crow,
where she outlines just how inherently racist the policing system has been from its start She cites that a black man is 4x
more likely to be shot by the police in his lifetime by the police, however, not a thing has been done about it

.

.

.

Dutchess County is currently allocating $54,665,818 of its budget to the Sheriff and Jail, $18,041,128 to Probation and
$1,312,183 to Juvenile Detention, totaling $74,304,402 (14.5%) toward programs that have little benefit to the
community. All the while only allocating $49,520,574 ( 9.6%) toward public education from Pre-School through
Community College, $46,379,552 (9%) to the Department of Behavioral & Community Flealth, and $11,668,951 (0.02%)
,215,670 (0.002%) was allocated to the
to our already inadequate Public Transportation system. Additionally, only $1
Agency Partner Grant Program which includes many of the programs that support the community in meaningful ways
such as housing, restorative justice, food access, literacy, and much more. This means that Dutchess County is allocating
nearly the same amount of funding to policing and incarceration as it is to all of these other programs combined.
This is an unacceptable disparity in funding. It stands to reason that a greater number of residents can benefit from
access to healthcare, education, and transportation in their communities than they can from police presence and
incarceration. As such, I demand a meaningful reallocation of these funds towards healthcare and social programs that
truly benefit the community

.

Sincerely,
Emily Entner
41 Violet Hill Rd
eentner99@ gmail.com
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent
To:

Subject:

Alice Magnusson < alicerosemag@ gmail.com >
Thursday, June 18, 2020 10:05 AM
CountyLegislature; Llaverias, Giancarlo; Sagliano, Don; Polasek, Michael; Black, Hannah;
Keith, Thomas L.; Edwards, Rebecca; Truitt, Will; Brendli, Craig; johnson, Randy;
jeterb @hvc.rr.com; Kearney, Brennan; Metzger, John D.; Bolner, Donna; Paoloni, Lisa;
Cavaccini, Joseph; Zemike, Frits; McHoui, Douglas A.; Page, Nick; Pulver, Gregg; Munn,
Kristofer; Casweil, Stephen; Garito, Faye; Hauser, Edward; Surman, Alan; Houston,
Deirdre; countyexec;. Morris, Caroiyn
Defund Police in Dutchess County
?.

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or dick on links from unknown senders
or unexpected emails.
Dear Dutchess County Legislature,

Hi, my name is Alice Magnusson and I am a resident of Rhinebeck. I am asking you to reallocate money away from the
Dutchess County Sheriffs Department, which disproportionately targets Black residents. From traffic stops, to arrests, to
the use of lethal force, Dutchess County Sheriffs Department targets nonwhite residents at a rate far exceeding their
share of the population. Much scholarship shows that a living wage, access to health services and treatment,
educational opportunity, and stable housing are far more successful at promoting community safety than policing and
prisons.

Dutchess County is currently allocating $54,665,818 of its budget to the Sheriff and Jail, $ 18,041,128 to Probation and
$1,312,183 to Juvenile Detention, totaling $74,304,402 (14.5%) toward programs that have little benefit to the
community. All the while only allocating $ 49,520,574 (9.6%) toward public education from Pre-School through
Community College, $46,379,552 (9%) to the Department of Behavioral & Community Health, and $11,668,951 (0.02%)
to our already inadequate Public Transportation system. Additionally, only $1,215,670 (0,002%) was allocated to the
Agency Partner Grant Program which includes many of the programs that support the community in meaningful ways
such as housing, restorative justice, food access, literacy, and much more. This means that Dutchess County is allocating
nearly the same amount of funding to policing and incarceration as it is to all of these other programs combined.

This is an unacceptable disparity in funding. It stands to reason that a greater number of residents can benefit from
access to healthcare, education, and transportation in their communities than they can from police presence and
incarceration. As such, I demand a meaningful reallocation of these funds towards healthcare and social programs that
truly benefit the community.
Sincerely,
Alice Magnusson
Alicerosemag@ gmail.com
8455418982
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Alice Magnusson <alicerosemag@gmail.com>
Thursday, June 18, 2020 10:08 AM
sheriffbutch@ gmai!,com; countyexec; CountyLegislature; Kendall, Bradford; comptroller;
DistrictAttorney; jbaisley@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov;
jrenihan@ townofpoughkeepsie -ny.govj bilLcarlos@ aol.com;
jlopez@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; Michaelcifone@ aol.com;
mwoolever@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; ashershin@yahoo.com;.
fsalvatore @townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; mayor@cityofpoughkeepsie.com;
CommonCounciiMemhers@cityofpoughkeepsie.com; TPape@ cityofpoughkeepsie.com;
superintendent@poughkeepsieschools.org; boe@poughkeepsieschools.org
Defund Poughkeepsie Police

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders
or unexpected emails.
To Poughkeepsie Officials:

My name is Alice Magnusson and I am a resident of Rhinebeck,
Given the historic, social, and political origins of police and policing, in conjunction with the recent nationwide protests
reflecting the police murders of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Tony McDade I am contacting you because I am
demanding you to redirect money away Poughkeepsie policing and prioritize community services that will help improve
the economic conditions, health, and wellbeing of Poughkeepsie residents, especially our Black communities

.

Teachers are at serious risk of losing their positions as well the youth losing the essential human right to learn and
receive a sound education. As such, the Poughkeepsie City School District has stated the following:

The Poughkeepsie City School District is proposing to eliminate 48 positions, including teachers, administrators and
support staff, as it attempts to erase a $ 2.6 million deficit for its 2020-21 budget. The board voted Wednesday to
eliminate positions for elementary assistant principals, the Poughkeepsie High School dean of students, the assistant to
the superintendent and a position that had yet to be filled for the director of grants and advancement.

Superintendent Eric Rosser said the cuts, most of which have yet to be voted on, are necessary to overcome financial
challenges that include decreases in state aid, the loss of building aid, increases in operating costs, and other financial
obligations. Some, but not all, of those losses are related to hardships created by the coronavirus pandemic

.

He said as the administration continues to finalize its budget he may have to consider more eliminations. School budget
votes, which were to take place May 19, were delayed until a date to be determined after June 1.

"Of course in this district we are not looking to take away valuable members of our organization that support student

learning, but it is our hope that we would be able to retain our staff members, because each member is in the position
to meet the varying needs of our children," Rosser said to the district board of education Wednesday. "Unfortunately,
given our budgetary situation we are forced to move in this direction, it is not a good direction that I, as a
superintendent, or even as an educator, wouid recommend. However, when you don 't have the ability to meet people's
payroll or salary you have to move in the direction of a budget that we will be able to meet the payroll."

When contacted by the Journal, Board President Felicia Watson declined to answer questions regarding the moves, but
said " The board awaits the presentation of the final budget that the superintendent will be holistically presenting soon."
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The layoffs, If approved, would include 27 teacher positions, 11administrator positions, and 10 support staff positions,
as well as the restructuring of some central office positions. Rosser noted the eliminations do not necessarily mean 48
staff members will be laid off, given some positions are vacant due to retirements and other transitions.
Administrative positions eliminated would include the P-Tech program principal, the PACE ( Poughkeepsie Academic and
Career Excellence) program principal, the PACE assistant principal, the high school dean of students, five elementary
assistant principals, the assistant to the superintendent, and the director of grants and advancement.
The proposed layoffs would result in around $ 3 million of savings. Rosser said the eliminations are likely to happen given
the economic uncertainty amid the pandemic, and the district could see more eliminations as the budget is finalized.

When asked by the board at the meeting how the schools will continue to provide services, Rosser did not have an
answer.
in addition to the lack of funding in schools, County Executive Marc Molinaro has reported that 2019 was a strong
" fiscal" year, in particular response to the COViD-19 pandemic, stating:

"Expenses totaled $471.2 million, while revenue added up to $ 472.6 million. Additionally, sales tax revenue increased by
$ 9.1 million, a 4.6% increase over 2018. The county also ended the fiscal year with $ 56.9 million in its general fund
balance."

.

..

Moreover, " .[rjevenues increased in 2019, even as expenditures also increased in several areas That included a $7.6
million cost increase to the Dutchess County Sheriffs Employee Association for union contract settlements, positions,
employee benefits and debt service "

.

Ultimately, the allocation of funds to the Poughkeepsie Police DepartmentTn contrast to the funding towards schools, is
telling and disgraceful. I yearn to know what you will do to protect Black lives and prevent further instances of policestate-sanctioned violence, and support the emotional, social, and educational well-being of your Black constituents. I
urge you to condemn police brutality, racial profiling, and the use of excessive force by police on oppressed
communities, and show with your budget priorities that you actually care about a safe and healthy community.
Sincerely,

Alice Magnusson

.

Alicerosemag@gmail com
8455418982
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Morris, Carolyn
Emily Entner < eentner99@ gmail.com>
Thursday, June 18, 2020 10:18 AM
sheriffbutch@ gmail.com; countyexec; CountyLegislature; Kendall, Bradford; comptroller;
DistrictAttorney; jbaisley@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov;
jrenihan @townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; bill.carlos @aol.com;
jlopez@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; Michaelcifone@aol.com;
mwoolever@ townofpoughkeepsie -ny.gov; ashershin@yahoo.com;
fsalvatore @townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; mayor@cityofpoughkeepsie.com;
CommonCouncilMembers@cityofpoughkeepsie.com;TPape@cityofpoughkeepsie com;
superintendent@ poughkeepsieschools.org; boe@ poughkeepsieschools.org
Please Defund the Poughkeepsie PD

From:
Sent:
To:

.

Subject:

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders
or unexpected emails.
To Poughkeepsie Officials:

Hi, my name is Emily and I am a resident of Rhinebeck, NY

.

Throughout high school, I drove to Poughkeepsie everyday for crew practice and have a dose connection with the city.
And, given the historic, social, and political origins of police and policing, in conjunction with the recent nationwide
protests reflecting the police murders of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Tony McDade I am contacting you because I
am demanding you to redirect money away Poughkeepsie policing and prioritize community services that will help
improve the economic conditions, health, and wellbeing of Poughkeepsie residents, especially our Black communities.

Teachers are at serious risk of losing their positions as well the youth losing the essential human right to learn and
receive a sound education. As such, the Poughkeepsie City School District has stated the following:
The Poughkeepsie City School District is proposing to eliminate 48 positions, including teachers, administrators and
support staff, as it attempts to erase a $ 2.6 million deficit for its 2020-21 budget. The board voted Wednesday to
eliminate positions for elementary assistant principals, the Poughkeepsie High School dean of students, the assistant to
the superintendent and a position that had yet to be filled for the director of grants and advancement

.

Superintendent Eric Rosser said the cuts, most of which have yet to be voted on, are necessary to overcome financial
challenges that include decreases in state aid, the loss of building aid, increases in operating costs, and other financial
obligations Some, but not all, of those losses are related to hardships created by the coronavirus pandemic,

.

.

He said as the administration continues to finalize its budget he may have to consider more eliminations School budget
votes, which were to take place May 19, were delayed until a date to be determined after June 1

.

" Of course in this district we are not looking to take away valuable members of our organization that support student

learning, but it is our hope that we would be able to retain our staff members, because each member is in the position
to meet the varying needs of our children," Rosser said to the district board of education Wednesday " Unfortunately,
given our budgetary situation we are forced to move in this direction, it is not a good direction that I, as a
superintendent, or even as an educator, would recommend. However, when you don't have the ability to meet people's
payroll or salary you have to move in the direction of a budget that we will be able to meet the payroll "

.

.
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When contacted by the Journal, Board President Felicia Watson declined to answer questions regarding the moves, but
said " The board awaits the presentation of the final budget that the superintendent will be holistically presenting soon."
The layoffs, if approved, would include 27 teacher positions, 11 administrator positions, and 10 support staff positions,
as well as the restructuring of some central office positions Rosser noted the eliminations do not necessarily mean 48
staff members will be laid off, given some positions are vacant due to retirements and other transitions.

.

Administrative positions eliminated would include the P-Tech program principal, the PACE (Poughkeepsie Academic and
Career Excellence) program principal, the PACE assistant principal, the high school dean of students, five elementary
assistant principals, the assistant to the superintendent, and the director of grants and advancement.

.

The proposed layoffs would result in around $ 3 million of savings Rosser said the eliminations are likely to happen given
the economic uncertainty amid the pandemic, and the district could see more eliminations as the budget is finalized

.

When asked by the board at the meeting how the schools will continue to provide services, Rosser did not have an
answer.
In addition to the lack of funding in schools, County Executive Marc Moiinaro has reported that 2019 was a strong
" fiscal" year, in particular response to the COVID-19 pandemic, stating:

"Expenses totaied $471.2 million, while revenue added up to $472.6 million. Additionally, sales tax revenue increased by
$ 9.1 million, a 4.6% increase over 2018. The county also ended the fiscal year with $56.9 million in its general fund
balance."

.

..

Moreover, " .[Revenues increased in 2019, even as expenditures also increased in several areas That included a $7.6
million cost increase to the Dutchess County Sheriffs Employee Association for union contract settlements, positions,
employee benefits and debt service."

Ultimately, the allocation of funds to the Poughkeepsie Police Department in contrast to the funding towards schools, is
telling and disgraceful I yearn to know what you will do to protect Black lives and prevent further instances of policestate-sanctioned violence, and support the emotional, social, and educational well-being of your Black constituents. I
urge you to condemn police brutality, racial profiling, and the use of excessive force by police on oppressed
communities, and show with your budget priorities that you actually care about a safe and healthy community.

.

I am truly disheartened that you are not funding the education of peers that 1 sat down and had to take my SATS and
ACTs with or played against in soccer and crew. If you want to help fight against police brutality and save the black and
brown lives of your community, you can start by focusing on community resources Which are proven to be one of the
main ways that help communities thrive and not stay in concentrated poverty Increased policing creates a cycle of
poverty and incarceration and I know you don't want that for the next generation of kids who live in Poughkeepsie.

.

Sincerely,
Emily Entner
41 Violet Hill Road
eentner99 @gmail com

.
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Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Morris, Carolyn
Tuesday, July 7, 2020 1:39 PM
Wager, Leigh
Hussing, Laura
FW: Stop the $200 Million Jail Now!

Upload

Carolyn Morris
Clerk
Dutchess County Legislature
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, New York 12601
Tel: (845) 486-2100 • Fax: (845) 486-2113

OFFICIAL AMERICAN FLAG DISPOSAL SITE

Original Message
From: countyexec <countyexec@dutchessny.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, July 7, 2020 11:42 AM
To: Heilman, Rachel <rachelhellman@wustl.edu>; County Legislators <CountyLegislators@dutchessny.gov>;
Morris, Carolyn <cmorris@dutchessny.gov>
Subject: RE: Stop the $ 200 Million Jail Now!
Dear Rachel,

Thank you for your email. Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains
our priority. The County has heavily invested in access to mental health services with the building of the
Stabilization Center, a 24/7 walk-in facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive
crisis counseling, mental health assessments, and peer advocacy. In addition to the Stabilization Center, the
Department of Behavioral and Community Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including our call or text
service HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis Intervention Team, which can go directly into the community to aid
individuals in crisis.
l

The County partners with local school districts to incorporate Second Step, a social-emotional learning program
that focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem-solving, and substance-abuse
prevention - all of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have
also dedicated resources to family stability by increasing family-based foster care placements, offering parent
coaching, and providing home-visiting to high-risk families. A strong, stable, and reliable family structure
supports positive social-emotional development and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration.
Additionally, we remain committed to our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical components,
needed resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability, security, and success. In
2019 the County began implementing the first set of initiatives, including a Foster Care Mentoring program and
expanding youth employment programs beyond the summer. We have also supported the youth services
through our Agency- Partner Grant. Over the past eight years, over $7 million has been allocated to critical
programs and services in our community through this program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth
programs - anti-bullying, workforce development, literacy, and more.
These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to support young
people and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system. However, Section 217 of the New York State
County Law still mandates that a county maintain a jail. Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and
those who provide services to this population deserve a modem facility designed for the purpose of
rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency. The new Justice and Transition Center will provide:
greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as
•
providing cost savings;
•
the opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in a light-filled and safe environment that is
more conducive to positive behavioral change; and
the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential
•
to decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses (ex.
transitional housing).
These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resulting in annual operational savings of nearly
$4,1 million. Cost-savings primarily come in the form of the reductions to required staff and increases in the
inmate to correctional officer ratio resulting from efficient design elements on the planned facility. The capital
costs are an investment in future annualized operational savings allowing us to save money and focus spending
in other areas. Additionally, ending the Justice and Transition Center project would require significant
investment in the current jail facility, specifically the 1995 and 1984 sections. Further, with $60 million already
bonded for the project, over $3 million in debt service will still need to be paid annually.
Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020. The legislation significantly
impacted the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County Jail. Additionally,
before the implementation of the 2019 criminal justice reform, Dutchess County had reduced our jail population
by 30 percent over a five year period-through initiatives designed to divert lower risk and/or mentally ill
defendants from jail, including building our Stabilization Center; providing Crisis Intervention Training (CIT)
to law enforcement; and utilizing a sophisticated array of evidenced-based pretrial diversion practices as
alternatives to incarceration (ATIs). This work has become the model for many of the counties of which you
write about. Given these factors, the design of the new Justice and Transition Center was reduced by over 200
beds .
We recognize the changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only a legal
obligation, but a moral one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing
incarcerated individuals and providing rehabilitative programming shown to reduce recidivism and improve
outcomes. The Justice and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing millions in annualized
cost savings .
I appreciate your interest in this topic, and I hope I have addressed some, if not all, of your concerns.

Marcus J. Molinaro
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Dutchess County Executive
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845-486-2000 phone
845-486-2021 fax
Email: countyexec@dutchessny . gov

www.dutchessny.gov

Original Message
From: Heilman, Rachel <rachelhellman@wustl.edu>
Sent: Tuesday, July 7, 2020 11:33 AM
To: countyexec <countyexec@dutchessny.gov>; County Legislators <CountyLegislators@dutchessny . gov>;
Morris, Carolyn <cmorris@dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Stop the $200 Million Jail Now!

ATTENTION : This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.
Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:

I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for
a new jail. The jail would be the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more
than all other county capital spending combined, with bond repayment extending into the 2040s. Post-Covid,
the county's financial situation is dire—the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid
arrives, the county will need to borrow later this year to cover basic operations. Layoffs and cuts to essential
services seem inevitable.
.

This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities.
For example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism
and mental health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these services,

as well as on much-needed youth programs.
Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York's bail and discovery reform laws have
dramatically reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago, over
400). More people charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction
and mental-health diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into homeless
shelters and expand alternatives to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and reimagine public
safety.
.

For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July:
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of
part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.
3

Respectfully submitted,
Rachel Heilman
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

;•

.

Heilman, Rachel < rachelhellman@ wustl edu>
Thursday, June 18, 2020 10:28 AM
Morris, Carolyn; County Legislators
Public Comment

ATTENTION;: This email come from an external source,fid hot open attachments or click on

m

Despite free-falling county revenue and worldwide focus on our society's systemic inequity, Dutchess County is
scheduled to plow ahead with the construction of a nearly $200 million dollar jail this September. Paying back the
construction bond will cost county taxpayers almost $10 million per year for the foreseeable future While there were
1
over 400 people being housed in the jail two years ago, the population is currently down to around 130 The ’downsized
new jail is being built to accommodate 328

.

.

.

Meanwhile, the portion of the annual county budget allocated to the sheriffs department and the jail has swollen from
$ 21.2 million in 2000 to $ 54.7 million in 2020. Health/mental health spending has dropped from $ 59.3 million in 2006 to
$ 46.4 million this year. Funding for youth programs was $1.68 million in 2006 and rests at $1,65 million nearly fifteen
years Jater. Our priorities need to change now.
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:

Claire Mensch < clairemensch@ gmail.com >
Thursday, June 18, 2020 10:43 AM
CountyLegislature; Llaverias, Giancarlo; Sagliano, Don; Polasek, Michael; Black, Hannah;
Keith, Thomas L.; Edwards, Rebecca; Truitt, Will; Brendli, Craig; Johnson, Randy;
jeterb@ hvc.rr.com; Kearney, Brennan; Metzger, John.D,; Bolner, Donna; Paoloni, Lisa;
Cavaccini, Joseph; Zernike, Frits; McHoul, Douglas A.; Page, Nick; Pulver, Gregg; Munn,
Kristofer; Caswell, Stephen; Garito, Faye; Hauser, Edward; Surman, Alan; Houston,
Deirdre; countyexec; Morris, Carolyn

Subject:

BLM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders
or unexpected emails.
Dear Dutchess County Legislature,

Hi, my name is Claire Mensch and I am a resident of Rhinebeck I am asking you to reallocate money away from the
Dutchess County Sheriffs Department, which disproportionately targets Black residents From traffic stops, to arrests, to
the use of lethal force, Dutchess County Sheriffs Department targets nonwhite residents at a rate far exceeding their
share of the population. Much scholarship shows that a living wage, access to health services and treatment,
educational opportunity, and stable housing are far more successful at promoting community safety than policing and

.

prisons.
Dutchess County is currently allocating $ 54,665,818 of its budget to the Sheriff and Jail, $18,041,128 to Probation and
$1,312,183 to Juvenile Detention, totaling $74,304,402 (14.5%) toward programs that have little benefit to the
community All the while only allocating $49,520,574 (9.6%) toward public education from Pre-School through
Community College, $46,379,552 (9%) to the Department of Behavioral & Community Health, and $11,668,951 (0.02%)
to our already inadequate Public Transportation system Additionally, only $1,215,670 (0.002%) was allocated to the
Agency Partner Grant Program which includes many of the programs that support the community in meaningful ways
such as housing, restorative justice, food access, literacy, and much more. This means that Dutchess County is allocating
nearly the same amount of funding to policing and incarceration as it is to all of these other programs combined

.

.

.

This is an unacceptable disparity in funding. It stands to reason that a greater number of residents can benefit from
access to healthcare, education, and transportation in their communities than they can from police presence and
incarceration. As such, I demand a meaningful reallocation of these funds towards healthcare and social programs that
truly benefit the community.
Sincerely,
Claire Mensch
41 Livingston Street

Sent from my iPhone
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Nataly Romero < natalyrmr@ gmail.com>
Thursday, June 18, 2020 10:55 AM
Morris, Carolyn
County Legislators

Subject:

Public comment

ATTENTION , This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on linksfrom unknown senders or
Dear Dutchess County Legislature,
Hi, my name is Nataly Romero and I am a resident of Arlington and work in Beacon I am asking you to reallocate money away
from the Dutchess County Sheriffs Department, which disproportionately targets Black residents. From traffic stops, to arrests,
to the use of lethal force, Dutchess County Sheriffs Department targets nonwhite residents at a rate far exceeding their share of
the population. Much scholarship shows that a living wage, access to health services and treatment, educational opportunity ,
and stable housing are far more successful at promoting community safety than policing and prisons. Dutchess County is
currently allocating $54,665 ,818 of its budget to the Sheriff and Jail, $18 ,041,128 to Probation and $1,312,183 to Juvenile
Detention, totaling $74,304,402 (14.5%) toward programs that have little benefit to the community. All the while only allocating
$49,520,574 (9.6%) toward public education from Pre-School through Community College, $46,379,552 (9%) to the Department
of Behavioral & Community Health, and $11,668,951 (0.02%) to our already inadequate Public Transportation system.
Additionally, only $1,215,670 (0.002%) was allocated to the Agency Partner Grant Program which includes many of the
programs that support the community in meaningful ways such as housing, restorative justice, food access, literacy, and much
more. This means that Dutchess County is allocating nearly the same amount of funding to policing and incarceration as it is to
all of these other programs combined This is an unacceptable disparity in funding. It stands to reason that a greater number of
residents can benefit from access to healthcare, education, and transportation in their communities than they can from police
presence and incarceration. As such, I demand a meaningful reallocation of these funds towards healthcare and social
programs that truly benefit the community.

.

.

Sincerely, Nataly Romero
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:

To:
Cc:
Subject:

Nataly Romero <natalyrmr@gmail.com>
Thursday, June 18, 2020 10:57 AM
Morris, Carolyn
County Legislators
public comment for July board mtg

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source, Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
7
7y
unexpected emails --Cy y
V
:.
s
Dear Dutchess County Legislators,

.

1

>

Despite free-falling county revenue and worldwide focus on our society’s systemic inequity, Dutchess County is scheduled to
plow ahead with the construction of a nearly $200 million dollar jail this September. Paying back the construction bond will cost
county taxpayers almost $10 million per year for the foreseeable future. While there were over 400 people being housed in the
jail two years ago, the population is currently down to around 130. The 'downsized' new jail is being built to accommodate 328.

Meanwhile, the portion of the annual county budget allocated to the sheriffs department and the jail has swollen from $21.2
million in 2000 to $ 54.7 million in 2020. Health/mental health spending has dropped from $59.3 million in 2006 to $46.4 million
this year. Funding for youth programs was $1.68 million in 2006 and rests at $1.65 million nearly fifteen years later, Our priorities
need to change now.

Thank you,
Nataly Romero
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Morris, Carolyn
Elia Schulkind < ella.schulkind@gmail.com>
Thursday, June 18, 2020 11:11 AM
CountyLegislature; Llaverias, Giancarlo; Sagliano, Don; Pofasek, Michael; Black, Hannah;
Keith, Thomas L; Edwards, Rebecca; Truitt, Will; Brendli, Craig; Johnson, Randy;
jeterb @ hvc.rr.com; Kearney, Brennan; Metzger, John D.; Bolner, Donna; Paoloni, Lisa;
Cavaccini, Joseph; Zernike, Frits; McHoul, Douglas A.; Page, Nick; Pufver, Gregg; Munn,
Kristofer; Caswell, Stephen; Garito, Faye; Hauser, Edward; Surman, Alan; Houston,
Deirdre; countyexec; Morris, Carolyn
Defund the police

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

.

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders
or unexpected emails

.

Dear Dutchess County Legislature,

Hi, my name is Ella Schulkind and i am a resident of Rhinebeck, New York. I am asking you to reallocate money away
from the Dutchess County Sheriff's Department, which disproportionately targets Black residents. From traffic stops, to
arrests, to the use of lethal force, Dutchess County Sheriffs Department targets nonwhite residents at a rate far
exceeding their share of the population. Much scholarship shows that a living wage, access to health services and
treatment, educational opportunity, and stable housing are far more successful at promoting community safety than
policing and prisons.

Dutchess County is currently allocating $54,665,818 of its budget to the Sheriff and Jail, $ 18,041,128 to Probation and
$1,312,183 to Juvenile Detention, totaling $74,304,402 (14.5%) toward programs that have little benefit to the
community. All the while only allocating $49,520,574 (9.6%) toward public education from Pre-School through
Community College, $46,379,552 (9%) to the Department of Behavioral & Community Health, and $11,668,951 (0.02%)
to our already inadequate Public Transportation system. Additionally, only $1,215,670 ( 0.002%) was allocated to the
Agency Partner Grant Program which includes many of the programs that support the community in meaningful ways
such as housing, restorative justice, food access, literacy, and much more. This means that Dutchess County Is allocating
nearly the same amount of funding to policing and incarceration as it is to all of these other programs combined.
This is an unacceptable disparity in funding. It stands to reason that a greater number of residents can benefit from
access to healthcare, education, and transportation in their communities than they can from police presence and
incarceration. As such, I demand a meaningful reallocation of these funds towards healthcare and social programs that
truly benefit the community.
Sincerely,
Ella Schulkind
14-peacock rd
Ella.schulkind@ gmai[.com
9175104568

Sent from my iPhone
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:

Ella Schulkind < ella.schulkind@ gmail.com>
Thursday, June 18, 2020 11:14 AM
sheriffbutch@ gmail.com; countyexec; CountyLegislature; Kendall, Bradford; comptroller;
DistrictAttorney; jbaisley@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov;
jrenihan@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; bill.carlos@aol.com;
jlopez@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; Michaelcifone@ aol com;
mwooiever@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; ashershin@yahoo.com;
fsalvatore@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; mayor@ cityofpoughkeepsie.com;
CommonCouncilMembers@cityofpoughkeepsie.com; TPape@ cityofpoughkeepsie.com;
superintendent @poughkeepsieschools.org; boe@ poughkeepsieschools.org
Police Brutality and Injustive

.

Subject:

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders

or unexpected emails.
To Poughkeepsie Officials:
My name is Ella Schulkind and I am a resident of Rhinebeck, New York

.

Given the historic, social, and political origins of police and policing, in conjunction with the recent nationwide protests
reflecting the police murders of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Tony McDade I am contacting you because I am
demanding you to redirect money away Poughkeepsie policing and prioritize community services that will heip improve
the economic conditions, health, and wellbeing of Poughkeepsie residents, especially our Black communities.

Teachers are at serious risk of losing their positions as well the youth losing the essential human right to learn and
receive a sound education. As such, the Poughkeepsie City School District has stated the following:
The Poughkeepsie City School District is proposing to eliminate 48 positions, including teachers, administrators and
support staff, as it attempts to erase a $2.6 million deficit for its 2020-21 budget. The board voted Wednesday to
eliminate positions for elementary assistant principals, the Poughkeepsie High School dean of students, the assistant to
the superintendent and a position that had yet to be filled for the director of grants and advancement.

Superintendent Eric Rosser said the cuts, most of which have yet to be voted on, are necessary to overcome financial
challenges that include decreases in state aid, the loss of building aid, increases in operating costs, and other financial
obligations. Some, but not all, of those losses are related to hardships created by the coronavirus pandemic.
He said as the administration continues to finalize its budget he may have to consider more eliminations. School budget
votes, which were to take place May 19, were delayed until a date to be determined after June 1.

"Of course in this district we are not looking to take away valuable members of our organization that support student
learning, but it is our hope that we would be able to retain our staff members, because each member is in the position
to meet the varying needs of our children," Rosser said to the district board of education Wednesday. " Unfortunately,

given our budgetary situation we are forced to move in this direction, it is not a good direction that I, as a
superintendent, or even as an educator, would recommend. However, when you don't have the ability to meet people's
payroll or salary you have to move in the direction of a budget that we will be able to meet the payroll "

.

When contacted by the Journal, Board President Felicia Watson declined to answer questions regarding the moves, but
said "The board awaits the presentation of the final budget that the superintendent will be holistically presenting soon."
252

The layoffs, if approved, would include 27 teacher positions, 11 administrator positions, and 10 support staff positions,
as weli as the restructuring of some central office positions. Rosser noted the eliminations do not necessarily mean 48
staffmembers will be laid off, given some positions are vacant due to retirements and other transitions.

Administrative positions eliminated would include the P-Tech program principal, the PACE ( Poughkeepsie Academic and
Career Excellence) program principal, the PACE assistant principal, the high school dean of students, five elementary
assistant principals, the assistant to the superintendent, and the director of grants and advancement.
The proposed layoffs would result in around $3 million of savings. Rosser said the eliminations are likely to happen given
the economic uncertainty amid the pandemic, and the district could see more eliminations as the budget is finalized

.

When asked by the board at the meeting how the schools will continue to provide services, Rosser did not have an
answer.
In addition to the lack of funding in schools, County Executive Marc Molinaro has reported that 2019 was a strong
"fiscal" year, in particular response to the COVID-19 pandemic, stating:

"Expenses totaled $ 471.2 million, while revenue added up to $472.6 million. Additionally, sales tax revenue increased by

$9.1 million, a 4.6% increase over 2018. The county also ended the fiscal year with $ 56.9 million in its general fund
balance."

.

..

Moreover, " .[Revenues increased in 2019, even as expenditures also increased in several areas That included a $7.6
million cost increase to the Dutchess County Sheriffs Employee Association for union contract settlements, positions,
employee benefits and debt service."

Ultimately, the allocation of funds to the Poughkeepsie Police Department in contrast to the funding towards schools, is
telling and disgraceful. I yearn to know what you will do to protect Black lives and prevent further instances of policestate-sanctioned violence, and support the emotional, social, and educational well-being of your Black constituents I
urge you to condemn police brutality, racial profiling, and the use of excessive force by police on oppressed
communities, and show with your budget priorities that you actually care about a safe and healthy community.

.

Sincerely,
Ella Schulkind
14 peacock rd
Ella .schulkind@ gmail .com
9175104568
Sent from my iPhone
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Morris, Carolyn
Laura Burns < laasburns@ gmail.com>
Thursday, June 18, 2020 11:38 AM

From:
Sent:
To:

CountyLegislature; Uaverias, Giancarlo; Sagiiano, Don; Polasek, Michael; Black, Hannah;
Keith, Thomas L.; Edwards, Rebecca; Truitt, Will; Brendli, Craig; Johnson, Randy;
jeterb @ hvc.rr.com; Kearney, Brennan; Metzger, John D.; Bolner, Donna; Paoloni, Lisa;
Cavaccini, Joseph; Zernike, Frits; McHoul, Douglas A.; Page, Nick; Pulver, Gregg; Munn,
Kristofer; Caswell, Stephen; Garito, Faye; Hauser, Edward; Surrrtan, Alan; Houston,
Deirdre; countyexec; Morris, Carolyn
[INSERT UNIQUE SUBJECT LINE]

Subject:

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders
or unexpected emails

.

Dear Dutchess County Legislature,

Hi, my name is Laura Burns and I am a resident of Queens, NY. I am asking you to reallocate money away from the
Dutchess County Sheriffs Department, which disproportionately targets Black residents. From traffic stops, to arrests, to
the use of lethal force, Dutchess County Sheriffs Department targets nonwhite residents at a rate far exceeding their
share of the population. Much scholarship shows that a living wage, access to health services and treatment,
educational opportunity, and stable housing are far more successful at promoting community safety than policing and
prisons.
Dutchess County is currently allocating-$54,665,818 of its budget to the Sheriff and Jail, $18,041,128 to Probation and
$1,312,183 to Juvenile Detention, totaling $74,304,402 (14.5%) toward programs that have little benefit to the
community. Alhthe while only allocating $ 49,520,574 (9.6%) toward public education from Pre-School through
Community College, $46,379,552 (9%) to the Department of Behavioral & Community Health, and $11,668,951 (0.02%)
,215,670 (0.002%) was allocated to the
to our already inadequate Public Transportation system. Additionally, only $1
the community in meaningful ways
that
support
Agency Partner Grant Program which includes many of the programs
such as housing, restorative justice, food access, literacy, and much more. This means that Dutchess County is allocating
nearly the same amount of funding to policing and incarceration as it is to all of these other programs combined.
This is an unacceptable disparity in funding. It stands to reason that a greater number of residents can benefit from
access to healthcare, education, and transportation in their communities than they can from police presence and
incarceration. As such, I demand a meaningful reallocation of these funds towards healthcare and social programs that
truly benefit the community.
Let's enrich our community and see what happens when we show people that we care about them and that they are
heard, seen, and taken care of. Lead with love, not with the anticipation of what you may gain personally.

Sincerely,
LAURA BURNS

*The 2020 Adopted Budget Appropriations document for Dutchess County is publicly available at
https:// www.dutchessny.gov/Departments/County-Legislature/Docs/2020 Adopted-Budget.pdf
-

Sent from my iPhone
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Morris, Carolyn
Sarah Prosser < slprosser1998@ gmail.com >
Thursday, June 18, 2020 11:53 AM
sheriffbutch@ gmail.com; countyexec; CountyLegislature; Kendall, Bradford; comptroller;
DistrictAttorney; jbaisley@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov;
jrenihan@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; bill.carlos@ aol.com;
jlopez @townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; Michaelcifone@ aol.com;
mwoolever@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; ashershin@ yahoo.com;
fsalvatore@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; mayor@cityofpoughkeepsie.com;
CommonCouncilMembers@ dtyofpoughkeepsie.com; TPape @ cityofpoughkeepsie.com;
superintendent@poughkeepsieschools.org; boe@poughkeepsieschools.org
DEFUND PK PD

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders
or unexpected emails.
To Poughkeepsie Officials:

My name is Sarah Prosser and I am a resident of Rhinebeck NY.

Given the historic, social, and political origins of police and policing, in conjunction with the recent nationwide protests
reflecting the police murders of George Tloyd, Breonna Taylor, and Tony McDade I am contacting you because I am
demanding you to redirect money away Poughkeepsie policing and prioritize community services that will help improve
the economic conditions, health, and wellbeing of Poughkeepsie residents, especially our Black communities.

Teachers are at serious risk of losing their positions as well the youth losing the essential human right to learn and
receive a sound education. As such, the Poughkeepsie City School District has stated the following:

The Poughkeepsie City School District is proposing to eliminate 48 positions, including teachers, administrators and
support staff, as it attempts to erase a $ 2.6 million deficit for its 2020-21 budget. The board voted Wednesday to
eliminate positions for elementary assistant principals, the Poughkeepsie High School dean of students, the assistant to
the superintendent and a position that had yet to be filled for the director of grants and advancement

.

Superintendent Eric Rosser said the cuts, most of which have yet to be voted on, are necessary to overcome financial
challenges that include decreases in state aid, the loss of building aid, increases in operating costs, and other financial
obligations Some, but not all, of those losses are related to hardships created by the coronavirus pandemic.

.

He said as the administration continues to finalize its budget he may have to consider more eliminations. School budget
votes, which were to take place May 19, were delayed until a date to be determined after June 1

.

"Of course in this district we are not looking to take away valuable members of our organization that support student
learning, but it is our hope that we would be able to retain our staff members, because each member is in the position
to meet the varying needs of our children," Rosser said to the district board of education Wednesday. " Unfortunately,
given our budgetary situation we are forced to move in this direction, it is not a good direction that I, as a

superintendent, or even as an educator, would recommend. However, when you don ' t have the ability to meet people's
payroll or salary you have to move in the direction of a budget that we will be able to meet the payroll."
When contacted by the Journal, Board President Felicia Watson declined to answer questions regarding the moves, but
said "The board awaits the presentation of the final budget that the superintendent will be holistically presenting soon,"
248

The layoffs, if approved, would include 27 teacher positions, lladministrator positions, and 10 support staff positions,
48
as well as the restructuring of some central office positions. Rosser noted the eliminations do not necessarily mean
staff members will be laid off, given some positions are vacant due to retirements and other transitions

.

Administrative positions eliminated would include the P-Tecb program principal, the PACE (Poughkeepsie Academic and
, elementary
Career Excellence) program principal, the PACE assistant principal, the high school dean of students five
assistant principals, the assistant to the superintendent, and the director of grants and advancement

.

The proposed layoffs would result in around $3 million of savings. Rosser said the eliminations are likely to happen given
the economic uncertainty amid the pandemic, and the district could see more eliminations as the budget is finalized.
When asked by the board at the meeting how the schools will continue to provide services, Rosser did not have an
answer.
In addition to the lack of funding in schools, County Executive Marc Molinaro has reported that 2019 was a strong
"fiscal" year, in particular response to the COVID-19 pandemic, stating:

" Expenses totaled $471.2 million, while revenue added up to $ 472.6 million. Additionally, sales tax revenue increased
$ 9.1 million, a 4.6% increase over 2018. The county also ended the fiscal year with $ 56.9 million in its general fund

by

.

balance "
a 7.6
Moreover, ". .[rjevenues increased in 2019, even as expenditures also increased in several areas. That included $
million cost increase to the Dutchess County Sheriff 's Employee Association for union contract settlements, positions,
employee benefits and debt service."

.

Ultimately, the allocation of funds to the Poughkeepsie Police Department in contrast to the funding towards schools, is
telling and disgraceful. I yearn to know what you will do to protect Black lives and prevent further instances of police
I
.
state-sanctioned violence, and support the emotional, social, and educational well-being of your Black constituents
urge you to condemn police brutality, racial profiling, and the use of excessive force by pofice on oppressed
communities, and show with your budget priorities that you actually care about a safe and healthy community.
Sincerely,
Sarah Prosser
206 Mountain View Rd Rhinebeck NY 12572
slprosserl998 @gmail.com
8455464767

Sent from my iPhone
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ella Schulkind < ella.schulkind@ gmail.com >
Thursday, June 18, 2020 12;04 PM
Morris, Carolyn
Public Comment for July Board Meeting

.

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders
or unexpected emails.
Dear Dutchess County Legislature,

Hi, my name is Ella Schulkind and I am a resident of Rhinebeck, New York. I am asking you to reallocate money away
from the Dutchess County Sheriffs Department, which disproportionately targets Black residents From traffic stops, to
arrests, to the use of lethal force, Dutchess County Sheriffs Department targets nonwhite residents at a rate far
exceeding their share of the population. Much scholarship shows that a living wage, access to health services and
treatment, educational opportunity, and stable housing are far more successful at promoting community safety than
policing and prisons,

.

Dutchess County is currently allocating $54,665,818 of its budget to the Sheriff and Jail, $18,041,128 to Probation and
$1,312,183 to Juvenile Detention, totaling $ 74,304,402 (14.5%) toward programs that have little benefit to the
community. All the while only allocating $49,520,574 ( 9.6%) toward public education from Pre-School through
Community College, $46,379,552 (9%) to the Department of Behavioral & Community Health, and $11,668,951 (0.02%)
to our already inadequate Public Transportation system. Additionally, only $1,215,670 (0.002%) was allocated to the
Agency Partner Grant Program which includes many of the programs that support the community in meaningful ways
such as housing, restorative justice, food access, literacy, and much more. This-means that Dutchess County is allocating
nearly the same amount of funding to policing and incarceration as it is to all of these other programs combined .

This is an unacceptable disparity in funding. It stands to reason that a greater number of residents can benefit from
access to healthcare, education, and transportation in their communities than they can from police presence and
incarceration. As such, i demand a meaningful reallocation of these funds towards healthcare and social programs that
truly benefit the community.
Sincerely,
Ella Schulkind

Sent from my iPhone
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Morris, Carolyn
Jenna Dorrian <jdorrian22@ gmail.com>
Thursday, June 18, 2020 12:48 PM

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Morris, Carolyn
CountyLegislature
Public Comment for July Board Meeting

Subject:

.

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source Do not open attachments or dick on links from unknown senders
or unexpected emails.
Dear Dutchess County Legislature,

Hi, my name is Jenna Dorrian and I am a resident of Red Hook, NY. I am asking you to reallocate money away from the
Dutchess County Sheriffs Department, which disproportionately targets Black residents. From traffic stops, to arrests, to
the use of lethal force, Dutchess County Sheriffs Department targets nonwhite residents at a rate far exceeding their
share of the population Much scholarship shows that a living wage, access to health services and treatment,
educational opportunity, and stable housing are far more successful at promoting community safety than policing and

.

prisons.

Dutchess County is currently allocating $ 54,665,818 of its budget to the Sheriff and Jail, $18,041,128 to Probation and
$1,312,183 to Juvenile Detention, totaling $74,304,402 {14.5%} toward programs that have little benefit to the
community. Ail the while only allocating $49,520,574 (9.6%) toward public education from Pre-School through
Community College, $46,379,552 ( 9%) to the Department of Behavioral & Community Health, and $11,668,951 (0.02%)
to our already inadequate Public Transportation system. Additionally, only $1,215,670 (0.002%) was allocated to the
Agency Partner Grant Program which includes many of the programs that support the community in meaningful ways
such as housing, restorative justice, food access, literacy, and much more. This means that Dutchess County is allocating
nearly the same amount of funding to policing and incarceration as it is to all of these other programs combined.

.

This is an unacceptable disparity in funding It stands to reason that a greater number of residents can benefit from
access to healthcare, education, and transportation in their communities than they can from police presence and
incarceration. As such, I demand a meaningful reallocation of these funds towards healthcare and social programs that
truly benefit the community.
Sincerely,
Jenna Dorrian
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Morris, Carolyn
Mia Barbuto <mbarbuto21@icloud.com>
Thursday, June 18, 2020 4:18 PM
Morris, Carolyn

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

County Legislators

public comment for july board mtg

.

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders
or unexpected emails

.

Dear Dutchess County Legislature,

HI, my name is Mia Barbuto and I am a resident of Red Hook, NY. i am asking you to reallocate money away from the
Dutchess County Sheriff's Department, which disproportionately targets Black residents. From traffic stops, to arrests, to
the use of lethal force, Dutchess County Sheriffs Department targets nonwhite residents at a rate far exceeding their
share of the population. Much scholarship shows that a living wage, access to health services and treatment,
educational opportunity, and stable housing are far more successful at promoting community safety than policing and
prisons.

Dutchess County is currently allocating $54,665,818 of its budget to the Sheriff and Jail, $18,041,128 to Probation and
$1,312,183 to Juvenile Detention, totaling $74,304,402 (14.5%) toward programs that have little benefit to the
community. All the while only allocating $49,520,574 (9.6%) toward public education from Pre-School through
Community College, $46,379,552 (9%) to the Department of Behavioral & Community Health, and $11,668,951 (0.02%)
to our already inadequate Public Transportation system. Additionally, only $1,215,670 (0.002%) was allocated to the
Agency Partner Grant Program which includes many of the programs that support the community in meaningful ways
such as housing, restorative justice, food access, literacy, and much more. This means that Dutchess County is allocating
nearly the same amount of funding to policing and incarceration as it is to all of these other programs combined.

This is an unacceptable disparity in funding. It stands to reason that a greater number of residents can benefit from
access to healthcare, education, and transportation in their communities than they can from police presence and
incarceration. As such, I demand a meaningful reallocation of these funds towards healthcare and social programs that
truly benefit the community.
Sincerely,
Mia Barbuto

242

Morris, Carolyn
From:

Sent:

Subject:

Alice Finta < alicefinta @ gmaif.com>
Thursday, June 18, 2020 4:53 PM
Please consider reallocating your resources!

.

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders

or unexpected emails.
Dear Dutchess County Legislature,

.

My name is Alice afinta and i live in Red Hook I am begging you to reallocate money away from the Dutchess County
Sheriff's Department, which disproportionately targets Black residents. From traffic stops, to arrests, to the use of lethal
force, Dutchess County Sheriff's Department targets nonwhite residents at a rate far exceeding their share of the
population. Much scholarship shows that a living wage, access to health services and treatment, educational
opportunity, and stable housing are far more successful at promoting community safety than policing and prisons

.

Dutchess County is currently allocating $ 54,665,818 of its budget to the Sheriff and Jail, $18,041,128 to Probation and
$1,312,183 to Juvenile Detention, totaling $74,304,402 (14.5%) toward programs that have little benefit to the
community. All the while only allocating $49,520,574 ( 9.6%) toward public education from Pre-School through
Community College, $46,379,552 (9%) to the Department of Behavioral & Community Health, and $11,668,951 (0.02%)
to our already inadequate Public Transportation system. Additionally, only $1,215,670 (0.002%) was allocated to the
Agency Partner Grant Program which includes many of the programs that support the community in meaningful ways
such as housing, restorative justice, food access, literacy, and much more. This means that Dutchess County is allocating
nearly the same amount offunding to policing and incarceration as it is to all of these other programs combined.

This is an unacceptable disparity in funding. It stands to reason that a greater number of residents can benefit from
access to healthcare, education, and transportation in their communities than they can from police presence and
incarceration. As such, I demand a meaningful reallocation of these funds towards healthcare and social programs that
truly benefit the community.
Sincerely,
Alice Finta
19 buckwheat bridge road
Alicefinta@gmail.com
Sent from my iPhone
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Morris, Carolyn

.

Barbuto, Isabella < ibarbuto@ agnesscott edu >
Thursday, June 18, 2020 5:12 PM
sheriffbutch@gmail.com; countyexec; CountyLegislature; Kendall, Bradford; comptroller;
DistrictAttomey; jbaisley@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov;
jrenihan@ townofpoughkeepsie - ny.gov; bill.carlos@aol.com;
jlopez@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; Michaelcifone@aol.com;
mwoolever@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; ashershin@yahoo.com;
fsalvatore@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; mayor@cityofpoughkeepsie.com;
CommonCouncilMembers @ cityofpoughkeepsie.com; TPape@ cityofpoughkeepsie.com;
superintendent @pougbkeepsieschools.org; boe@ poughkeepsieschools.org
A request to invest in community

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

ATTENTION
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My name Is Isabella Barbuto and 1 am a resident of Red Hook.

Given the historic, social, and political origins of police and policing, in conjunction with the recent nationwide protests reflecting the
police murders of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Tony McDade I am contacting you because I am demanding you to redirect
money away Poughkeepsie policing and prioritize community services that will help improve the economic conditions, health, and
wellbeing of Poughkeepsie residents, especially our Black communities

.

Teachers are at serious risk of losing their positions as well the youth losing the essential human right to learn and receive a sound
education. As such, the Poughkeepsie City School District has stated the following:

The Poughkeepsie City School District is proposing to eliminate 48 positions, including teachers, administrators and support staff, as it
attempts to erase a $2.6 million deficit for its 2020-21 budget The board voted Wednesday to eliminate positions for elementary
assistant principals, the Poughkeepsie High School dean of students, the assistant to the superintendent and a position that had yet to
be filled for the director of grants and advancement.
Superintendent Eric Rosser said the cuts, most of which have yet to be voted on, are necessary to overcome financial challenges that
include decreases in state aid, the loss of building aid, increases in operating costs, and other financial obligations. Some, but not all, of
those losses are related to hardships created by the coronavjrus pandemic.

He said as the administration continues to finalize its budget he may have to consider more eliminations. School budget votes, which
were to take place May 19, were delayed until a date to be determined after June 1.

"Of course in this district we are not looking to.take away valuable members of our organization that support student learning, but it is
our hope that we would be able to retain our staff members, because each member is in the position to meet the varying needs of our
children," Rosser said to the district board of education Wednesday. "Unfortunately, given our budgetary situation we are forced to
move in this direction, it is not a good direction that ( , as a superintendent, or even as an educator, would recommend. However, when
you don't have the ability to meet people's payroll or salary you have to move in the direction of a budget that we will be able to meet
the payroll,"

When contacted by the Journal, Board President Felicia Watson declined to answer questions regarding the moves, but said The
board awaits the presentation of the final budget that the superintendent will be holistically presenting soon "

.

The layoffs, if approved, would include 27 teacher positions, 11 administrator positions , and 10 support staff positions, as well as the
restructuring of some central office positions. Rosser noted the eliminations do not necessarily mean 48 staff members will be laid off,
given some positions are vacant due to retirements and other transitions.
Administrative positions eliminated would include the P-Tech program principal, the PACE (Poughkeepsie Academic and Career
Excellence) program principal, the PACE assistant principal, the high school dean of students, five elementary assistant principals, the
assistant to the superintendent, and the director of grants and advancement.

The proposed layoffs would result in around $3 million of savings. Rosser said the eliminations are likely to happen given the
economic uncertainty amid the pandemic, and the district could see more eliminations as the budget is finalized.
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When asked by the board at the meeting how the schools will continue to provide services, Rosser did not have an answer.

In addition to the lack of funding in schools, County Executive Marc Molinaro has reported that 2019 was a strong "fiscal" year, in
particular response to the COVID-19 pandemic, stating;

"Expenses totaled $ 471.2 million, while revenue added up to $472.6 million. Additionally, sales tax revenue increased by $9.1 million,
a 4.6% increase over 2018. The county also ended the fiscal year with $56.9 million in its general fund balance."
Moreover, "...Revenues increased in 2019, even as expenditures also increased in several areas. That included a $7.6 million cost
increase to the Dutchess County Sheriffs Employee Association for union contract settlements, positions, employee benefits and debt
service "

.

Ultimately, the allocation of funds to the Poughkeepsie Police Department in contrast to the funding towards schools, is telling and
disgraceful. I yearn to know what you will do to protect Black lives and prevent further Instances of police-state-sanctioned violence,
and support the emotional, social, and educational well-being of your Black constituents. I urge you to condemn police brutality, racial
profiling, and the use of excessive force by police on oppressed communities, and show with your budget priorities that you actually
care about a safe and healthy community.
-

Sincerely,
Isabella Barbuto
51 Metzger Rd.
ibarbuto@aqnesscott.edu
845-797-8932
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Barbuto, Isabella < ibarbuto @agnesscott.edu >
Thursday, June 18, 2020 5:19 PM
CountyLegislature; Llaverias, Giancarlo; Sagliano, Don; Polasek, Michael; Black, Hannah;
Keith, Thomas L; Edwards, Rebecca; Truitt, Will; Brendli, Craig; Johnson, Randy;
jeterh@hvc.rr.com; Kearney, Brennan; Metzger, John D.; Bolner, Donna; Paoloni, Lisa;
Cavaccini, Joseph; Zernike, Frits; McHoul, Douglas A.; Page, Nick; Pulver, Gregg; Munn,
Kristofer; Caswell, Stephen; Garito, Faye; Hauser, Edward; Surman, Alan; Houston,
Deirdre; countyexec; Morris, Carolyn
A request to Invest in community

Hi, my name is Isabella Barbuto and I am a resident of Red Hook. I am asking you to reallocate money away
from the Dutchess County Sheriffs Department, which disproportionately targets Black residents. From traffic
stops, to arrests, to the use of lethal force, Dutchess County Sheriffs Department targets nonwhite residents at a
rate far exceeding their share of the population. Much scholarship shows that a living wage, access to health
services and treatment, educational opportunity, and stable housing are far more successful at promoting
community safety than policing and prisons.
Dutchess County is currently allocating $54,665,818 of its budget to the Sheriff and Jail, $18,041,128 to
Probation and $1,312,183 to Juvenile Detention, totaling $74,304,402 (14,5%) toward programs that have little
benefit to the community. All the while only allocating $49,520,574 (9.6%) toward public education from Pre
School through Community College, $46,379,552 (9%) to the Department of Behavioral & Community Health,
and $11,668,951 (0:02%) to our already inadequate Public Transportation system. Additionally, only
$1,215,670 (0.002%) was allocated to the Agency Partner Grant Program which includes many of the programs
that support the community in meaningful ways such as housing, restorative justice, food access, literacy, and
much more. This means that Dutchess County is allocating nearly the same amount of funding to policing and
incarceration as it is to all of these other programs combined.

-

This is an unacceptable disparity in funding. It stands to reason that a greater number of residents can benefit
from access to healthcare, education, and transportation in their communities than they can from police
presence and incarceration. As such, I demand a meaningful reallocation of these funds towards healthcare and
social programs that truly benefit the community.
Sincerely,
Isabella Barbuto
845-797-8932 - ibarbuto@agnesscott.edu
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Morris, Carolyn
Carly Johnson < carlyyjohnsonn32@ gmail.com >
Thursday, June 18, 2020 5:30 PM
CountyLegislature; Llaverias, Giancarlo; Sagliano, Don; Polasek, Michael; Black, Hannah;
Keith, Thomas L; Edwards, Rebecca; Truitt, Will; Brendli, Craig; Johnson, Randy;
jeterb@hvc rr.com; Kearney, Brennan; Metzger, John D.; Bolner, Donna; Paoloni, Lisa;
Cavaccini, Joseph; Zernike, Frits; McHoul, Douglas A.; Page, Nick; Pulver, Gregg; Munn,
Kristofer; Caswell, Stephen; Garito, Faye; Hauser, Edward;Surman, Alan; Houston,
Deirdre; countyexec; Morris, Carolyn
Money Should Serve Humane Programs

From:
Sent:

To:

.

Subject:

.

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders
or unexpected emails.
Dear Dutchess County Legislature,

Hi, my name is Carly Johnson and i am a resident of Hyde Park. I am asking you to reallocate money away from the
Dutchess County Sheriffs Department, which disproportionately targets Black residents. From traffic stops, to arrests, to
the use of lethal force, Dutchess County Sheriffs Department targets nonwhite residents at a rate far exceeding their
share of the population. Much scholarship shows that a living wage, access to health services and treatment,
educational opportunity, and stable housing are far more successful at promoting community safety than policing and
prisons.

Dutchess County is currently allocating $ 54,665,818 of its budget to the Sheriff and Jail, $18,041,128 to Probation and
$1,312,183 to Juvenile Detention, totaling $74,304,402 (14.5%) toward programs that have little benefit to the
community. All the while only allocating $49,520,574 (9.6%) toward public-education from Pre-School through
Community College, $46,379,552 (9%) to the Department of Behavioral & Community Health, and $11,668,951(0,02%)
to our already inadequate Public Transportation system. Additionally, only $1,215,670 ( 0.002%) was allocated to the
Agency Partner Grant Program which includes many of the programs that support the community in meaningful ways
such as housing, restorative justice, food access, literacy, and much more This means that Dutchess County is allocating
nearly the same amount of funding to policing and incarceration as it is to all of these other programs combined.

.

This is an unacceptable disparity in funding. It stands to reason that a greater number of residents can benefit from
access to healthcare, education, and transportation in their communities than they can from police presence and
incarceration As such,I demand a meaningful reallocation of these funds towards healthcare and social programs that
truly benefit the community.

.

Sincerely,
Carly Johnson
Hyde Park
carlyyjohnsonn32 @gmaii com

.
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:

.

Grace Beach < gracie.beach@icloud com>
Thursday, June 18, 2020 5:59 PM

countyexec; CountyLegislature; Kendall, Bradford; comptroller; DistrictAttorney;
jbaisley@townofpoug.hkeepsie-ny.gov; jrenihan@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov;
bill carlos@aoi com; jlopez@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; Michaeicifone @ aoi.com;
mwooiever@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; ashershin@yahoo com;
fsalvatore@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny gov; mayor @cityofpoughkeepsie.com;
CommonCounciiMembers@cityofpoughkeepsie com; TPape@cityofpoughkeepsie.com;
superintendent@ poughkeepsieschools.org; boe@poughkeepsieschools.org;
sheriffbutch@ gmail.com

.

.

.

Subject:

.

.

Save the public

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders
or unexpected emails.

To Poughkeepsie Officials:

.

My name is Grace Beach and I am a resident of Red Hook

Given the historic, social, and political origins of police and policing, in conjunction with the recent nationwide protests
reflecting the police murders of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Tony McDade I am contacting you because I am
demanding you to redirect money away Poughkeepsie policing and prioritize community services that will help improve
the economic conditions, health, and wellbeing of Poughkeepsie residents, especially our Black communities.

Teachers are at serious risk of losing their positions as well the youth losingThe essential human right to learn and
receive a sound education. As such, the Poughkeepsie City School District has stated the following:

The Poughkeepsie City School District is proposing to eliminate 48 positions, including teachers, administrators and
support staff, as it attempts to erase a $2.6 million deficit for its 2020-21 budget. The board voted Wednesday to
eliminate positions for elementary assistant principals, the Poughkeepsie High School dean of students, the assistant to
the superintendent and a position that had yet to be filled for the director of grants and advancement.
Superintendent Eric Rosser said the cuts, most of which have yet to be voted on, are necessary to overcome financial
challenges that include decreases instate aid, the loss of building aid, increases in operating costs, and other financial
obligations. Some, but not all, of those losses are related to hardships created by the coronavirus pandemic.
He said as the administration continues to finalize its budget he may have to consider more eliminations. School budget
votes, which were to take place May 19, were delayed until a date to be determined after June 1.

"Of course in this district we are not looking to take away valuable members of our organization that support student
learning, but it is our hope that we would be able to retain our staff members, because each member Is in the position
to meet the varying needs of our children," Rosser said to the district board of education Wednesday. " Unfortunately,

given our budgetary situation we are forced to move in this direction, it is not a good direction that I, as a
superintendent, or even as an educator, would recommend. However, when you don 't have the ability to meet people ' s
payroll or salary you have to move in the direction of a budget that we will be able to meet the payroll."

When contacted by the Journal, Board President Felicia Watson declined to answer questions regarding the moves, but
said "The board awaits the presentation of the final budget that the superintendent will be holistically presenting soon."
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The layoffs, if approved, would include 27 teacher positions, 11 administrator positions, and 10 support staff positions,
as well as the restructuring of some central office positions Rosser noted the eliminations do not necessarily mean 48
staff members will be laid off, given some positions are vacant due to retirements and other transitions.

.

Administrative positions eliminated would include the P-Tech program principal, the PACE ( Poughkeepsie Academic and
Career Excellence) program principal, the PACE assistant principal, the high school dean of students, five elementary
assistant principals, the assistant to the superintendent, and the director of grants and advancement

The proposed layoffs would result in around $3 million of savings. Rosser said the eliminations are likely to happen given
the economic uncertainty amid the pandemic, and the district could see more eliminations as the budget is finalized,
When asked by the board at the meeting how the schools will continue to provide services, Rosser did not have an
answer

.

In addition to the lack of funding in schools, County Executive Marc Molinaro has reported that 2019 was a strong
"fiscal" year, in particular response to the COVID-19 pandemic, stating:

"Expenses totaled $471.2 million, while revenue added up to $472.6 million. Additionally, sales tax revenue increased by

$9.1 million, a 4.6% increase over 2018. The county also ended the fiscal year with $ 56.9 million in its general fund
balance."

.

...

Moreover, " [rjevenues increased in 2019, even as expenditures also increased in several areas That included a $7.6
million cost increase to the Dutchess County Sheriff ' s Employee Association for union contract settlements, positions,

employee benefits and debt service."

Ultimately, the allocation of funds to the Poughkeepsie Police Department in contrast to the funding towards schools, is
telling and disgraceful I yearn to know what you will do to protect Black lives and prevent further instances of poncestate-sanctioned violence, and support the emotional, social, and educational well-being of your Black constituents. I
urge you to condemn police brutality, racial profiling, and the use of excessive force by police on -oppressed
communities, and show with your budget priorities that you actually care about a safe and healthy community

.

.

Sincerely,
Grace Beach

58 Old Farm Road

Gracie.beach @ hotmail.com
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Valerie Carlisle < vcarlisle51@gmaii.com >
Thursday, June 18, 2020 7:45 PM
Polasek, Michael
County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
Public comment

.

ATTENTION ; This email came from an external source Do not open attachments or click on links
from unknovy /n senders or

Dear Legislator Polasek:

I am writing as a taxpayer, but also as a concerned constituent. I never supported a new expensive jail, but
now more than ever I see the need to change this ill-conceived plan. Some of my reasons for rejecting it
initially have come to pass, namely bail reform and drug treatment. The inmate numbers have fallen
dramatically, as predicted, and it’s time to put our tax dollars to work in ways that help our community, not just
lock up people before due process has occurred, We do not need this bigger, newer, and very expensive jail
and I don’t want to pay for it. As a retired person on a fixed income, 1 actually do not resent paying reasonable
taxes if they go to make positive, rather than punitive, change. The projected costs of the jail and the bonds
that pay for them are way beyond what the majority of Dutchess County residents, nor I, can afford.
We are continuing to weather a crisis of great proportions. COVID19 has killed our residents and has created
an economic disaster. Our money and our efforts must go to rebuilding our community and helping our
Dutchess residents, and even still there will be a huge shortfall. We must not divert money to an unnecessary
jail instead of schools, small businesses and services for the people who need and deserve help.
I urge you to take action to stop the jail expansion and turn your attention to the hardships of the people you

represent.

Sincerely,
Valerie Carlisle
83 Mountain Road
Pleasant Valley, NY 12569
(LaGrange)
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:

Subject:

.

Aion Iwaimoto < ai3des@aim com>
Thursday, June 18, 2020 7:51 PM
IMPORTANT

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders
or unexpected emails.
To Poughkeepsie Officials:

My name is Alon Iwamoto and I am a resident of Poughkeepsie

Given the historic, social, and political origins of police and policing, in conjunction with the recent nationwide protests
reflecting the police murders of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Tony McDade I am contacting you because I am
demanding you to redirect money away Poughkeepsie policing and prioritize community services that will help improve
the economic conditions, health, and wellbeing of Poughkeepsie residents, especially our Black communities.

Teachers are at serious risk of losing their positions as well the youth losing the essential human right to learn and
receive a sound education. As such, the Poughkeepsie City School District has stated the following:

The Poughkeepsie City School District is proposing to eliminate 48 positions, including teachers, administrators and
support staff, as it attempts to erase a $ 2.6 million deficit for its 2020-21 budget. The board voted Wednesday to
eliminate positions for elementary assistant principals, the Poughkeepsie High School dean of students, the assistant to
the superintendent and a position that had yet to be filled forthe director of grants and advancement.
Superintendent Eric Rosser said the cuts, most of which have yet to be voted on, are necessary to overcome financial
challenges that include decreases in state aid, the loss of building aid, increases in operating costs, and other financial
obligations. Some, but not all, of those losses are related to hardships created by the coronavirus pandemic.

.

He said as the administration continues to finalize its budget he may have to consider more eliminations School budget
votes, which were to take place May 19, were delayed until a date to be determined after June 1

.

"Of course in this district we are not looking to take away valuable members of our organization that support student
learning, but it is our hope that we would be able to retain our staff members, because each member is in the position
to meet the varying needs of our children," Rosser said to the district board of education Wednesday. "Unfortunately,

given our budgetary situation we are forced to move in this direction, it is not a good direction that I, as a
superintendent, or even as an educator, would recommend. However, when you don’t have the ability to meet people's
payroll or salary you have to move in the direction of a budget that we will be able to meet the payroll."

When contacted by the Journal, Board President Felicia Watson declined to answer questions regarding the moves, but
said "The board awaits the presentation of the final budget that the superintendent will be holistically presenting soon "

.

The layoffs, if approved, would include 27 teacher positions, 11 administrator positions, and 10 support staff positions,
as well as the restructuring of some central office positions. Rosser noted the eliminations do not necessarily mean 48
staff members will be laid off, given some positions are vacant due to retirements and other transitions.
Administrative positions eliminated would include the P-Tech program principal, the PACE (Poughkeepsie Academic and
Career Excellence) program principal, the PACE assistant principal, the high school dean of students, five elementary
assistant principals, the assistant to the superintendent, and the director of grants and advancement.
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The proposed layoffs would result in around $3 million of savings , Rosser said the eliminations are likely to happen given
the economic uncertainty amid the pandemic, and the district could see more eliminations as the budget is finalized.

When asked by the board at the meeting how the schools will continue to provide services, Rosser did not have an
answer ,
in addition to the lack of funding in schools, County Executive Marc Molinaro has reported that 2019 was a strong
“fiscal" year, in particular response to the COVID-19 pandemic, stating:

"Expenses totaled $471.2 million, while revenue added up to $ 472.6 million. Additionally, sales tax revenue increased by
$ 9,1 million, a 4.6% increase over 2018. The county also ended the fiscal year with $ 56.9 million in its general fund

balance."

.

Moreover, ".. [ rjevenues increased in 2019, even as expenditures also increased in several areas. That included a $7.6
million cost increase to the Dutchess County Sheriffs Employee Association for union contract settlements, positions,
employee benefits and debt service "

.

Ultimately, the allocation of funds to the Poughkeepsie Police Department in contrast to the funding towards schools, is
telling and disgraceful. I yearn to know what you will do to protect Black lives and prevent further instances of police state-sanctioned violence, and support the emotional, social, and educational well-being of your Black constituents. I
urge you to condemn police brutality, racial profiling, and the use of excessive force by police on oppressed
communities, and show with your budget priorities that you actually care about a safe and healthy community.

Sincerely,
[ YOUR NAME]
[ YOUR ADDRESS]
[YOUR EMAIL]
[YOUR PHONE NUMBER]

Sent from my iPhone
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Morris, Carolyn
Catherine Forbes < two_forbes@ hotmaii.com >
Thursday, June 18, 2020 8:22 PM
County Legislators
Morris, Carolyn
Please reconsider investing in a new jail

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

.

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or f
;
unexpectedemails
:

.

‘

.

.

..

I urge you to reconsider the plan to build a new jail in our county The jail is costly, adding debt that will take
decades to repay Our community will be stronger if we invest in alternatives to incarceration. - Catherine

.

Forbes
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Ellen and John <jtkorz@ optonline.net >
Thursday, June 18, 2020 9:35 PM
Morris, Carolyn
County Legislators
Public Comment

ATTENTION: This email came from an externa! source. Do hot open attachments
unexpected emails.&

I would like to comment on the project to build the $200 million jail. At a time when there is so much chaos with
the Pandemic and civil unrest and so many people are out of work and needing healthcare, including mental
healthcare and substance abuse rehabilitation, it seems that the money being spent on the project can be
better spent in other areas that are plaguing our community. The numbers jailed are down, so more cells do
not seem necessary. We need to put the funding into helping the people and youth that live in Dutchess
County.

Ellen Korz
Wappinger Falls
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To;

Amy Hanson < amyhanson646@ gmaii.com>
Thursday, June 18, 2020 9:41 PM
sheriffbutch@ gmail.com; countyexec; CountyLegislature; Kendall, Bradford; comptroller;
DistrictAttorney; jbaisley@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov;
jrenihan@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; bill.carlos @ aoi.com;
jlopez@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; Michaelcifone@ aol.com;
mwoolever@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; ashershin@yahoo com;
fsalvatore@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; mayor@cityofpoughkeepsie.com;
CommonCouncilMembers@cityofpoughkeepsie.com; TPape@cityofpoughkeepsie.com;
superintendent@ poughkeepsieschools.org; boe@poughkeepsieschools.org
DEFUND Poughkeepsie PD

.

Subject:

.

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders

or unexpected emails.
To Poughkeepsie Officials:

.

My name is Amy Hanson and I am a resident of Rhinebeck, NY

Given the historic, social, and political origins of police and policing, in conjunction with the recent nationwide protests
reflecting the police murders of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Tony McDade I am contacting you because I am
demanding you to redirect money away Poughkeepsie policing and prioritize community services that will help improve
the economic conditions, health, and wellbeing of Poughkeepsie residents, especially our Black communities

.

Teachers are at serious risk of losing their positions as well the youth losing_ the essential human right to learn and
receive a sound education. As such, the Poughkeepsie City School District has stated the following:
The Poughkeepsie City School District is proposing to eliminate 48 positions, including teachers, administrators and
support staff, as it attempts to erase a $2.6 million deficit for its 2020-21 budget. The board voted Wednesday to
eliminate positions for elementary assistant principals, the Poughkeepsie High School dean of students, the assistant to
the superintendent and a position that had yet to be filled for the director of grants and advancement

.

Superintendent Eric Rosser said the cuts, most of which have yet to be voted on, are necessary to overcome financial
challenges that include decreases In state aid, the loss of building aid, increases in operating costs, and otherfinancial
obligations. Some, but not all, of those iosses are related to hardships created by the coronavirus pandemic,

.

He said as the administration continues to finalize its budget he may have to consider more eliminations School budget
votes, which were to take place May 19, were delayed until a date to be determined after June 1

.

"Of course in this district we are not looking to take away valuable members of our organization that support student

learning, but it is our hope that we would be able to retain our staff members, because each member is in the position
to meet the varying needs of our children," Rosser said to the district board of education Wednesday "Unfortunately,
given our budgetary situation we are forced to move in this direction, it is not a good direction that I, as a
superintendent, or even as an educator, would recommend. However, when you don 't have the ability to meet people's
payroll or salary you have to move in the direction of a budget that we will be able to meet the payroll."

.

When contacted by the Journal, Board President Felicia Watson declined to answer questions regarding the moves, but
said "The board awaits the presentation of the final budget thatthe superintendent will be holistically presenting soon,"
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The layoffs, if approved, would include 27 teacher posftions, 11 administrator positions, and 10 support staff positions,
as well as the restructuring of some central office positions Rosser noted the eliminations do not necessarily mean 48
staff members will be laid off, given some positions are vacant due to retirements and other transitions.

.

Administrative positions eliminated would include the P-Tech program principal, the PACE (Poughkeepsie Academic and
Career Excellence) program principal, the PACE assistant principal, the high school dean of students, five elementary
assistant principals, the assistant to the superintendent, and the director of grants and advancement.
The proposed layoffs would result in around $3 million of savings. Rosser said the eliminations are likely to happen given
the economic uncertainty amid the pandemic, and the district could see more eliminations as the budget is finalized

.

When asked by the board at the meeting how the schools will continue to provide services, Rosser did not have an
answer.
In addition to the lack of funding in schools, County Executive Marc Molinaro has reported that 2019 was a strong
"fiscal" year, in particular response to the COV 1D-19 pandemic, stating:

"Expenses totaled $471.2 million, while revenue added up to $472.6 million. Additionally, sales tax revenue increased by
$9.1 million, a 4.6% increase over 2018. The county also ended the fiscal year with $ 56.9 million in its general fund
balance "

.

...Revenues increased in 2019, even as expenditures also increased in several areas. That included a $7.6

Moreover, "

million cost increase to the Dutchess County Sheriff's Employee Association for union contract settlements, positions,
employee benefits and debt service."

Ultimately, the allocation of funds to the Poughkeepsie Police Department in contrast to the funding towards schools, is
telling and disgraceful. I yearn to know what you will do to protect Black lives and prevent further instances of policestate-sanctioned violence, and support the emotional, social, and educational well-being of your Black constituents. I
urge you to condemn police brutality, racial profiling, and the use of excessive force by police on oppressed
communities, and show with your budget priorities that you actually care about a safe and healthy community.
Sincerely,
[ YOUR NAME]
[ YOUR ADDRESS]
[ YOUR EMAIL]
[YOUR PHONE NUMBER]

Sent from my iPhone
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Morris, Carolyn
Melissa Hoffmann <melissahoffmann5@gmaii,com>
Thursday, June 18, 2020 10:02 PM
CountyLegislature
Defund the Sheriff Department and Rescind funding a new jail

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or dick on links from unknown senders

.

or unexpected emails

Dear Dutchess County Legislature,

Hi, my name is Melissa and l a m a student at Vassar College. I am asking you to reallocate money away from the
Dutchess County Sheriffs Department, which disproportionately targets Black residents. From traffic stops, to arrests, to
the use of lethal force, Dutchess County Sheriffs Department targets nonwhite residents at a rate far exceeding their
share of the population. Much scholarship shows that a living wage, access to health services and treatment,
educational opportunity, and stable housing are far more successful at promoting community safety than policing and

.

prisons

Dutchess County is currently allocating $ 54,665,818 of its budget to the Sheriff and Jail, $18,041,128 to Probation and
$1,312,183 to Juvenile Detention, totaling $74,304,402 (14.5%) toward programs that have little benefit to the
community. All the while only allocating $ 49,520,574 ( 9.6%) toward public education from Pre-School through
,
Community College, $ 46,379,552 (9%) to the Department of Behavioral & Community Health, and $11,668,951 (0 02%)
to our already inadequate Public Transportation system. Additionally, only $1,215,670 (0.002%) was allocated to the
Agency Partner Grant Program which includes many of the programs that support the community in meaningful ways
such as housing, restorative justice, food access, literacy, and much more. This means that Dutchess County is allocating
nearly the same amount of funding to policing and incarceration as it is to ail of these other programs combined.
This is an unacceptable disparity in funding. It stands to reason that a greater number of residents can benefit from
access to healthcare, education, and transportation in their communities than they can from police presence and
incarceration. As such, I demand a meaningful reallocation of these funds towards healthcare and social programs that
truly benefit the community. Further, I am demanding you pass the proposed legislation to stop the funding of the
construction the new jail. A new prison will not keep residents safer, and I am angered and disgusted that building a new
jail is even a point of discussion If we want black lives to matter in Duchess County, we must stop this new jail ,

.

Residents deserve better.
Sincerely,
Melissa Hoffmann
124 Raymond Ave
Poughkeepsie
mhoffmann@vassar.edu
201-561-2442
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Morris, Carolyn
Daniele Cassels < casselsdaniele@ gmai!.com >
Thursday, June 18, 2020 10:22 PM
County Legislators
Jail construction

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
;
:
unexpected emails.
:
.
^
-

In view of the present social climate change dutchess county does not need a new jail that will because a huge financial
burden to the tax payers the money will be better use to improve social services

.
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Morris, Carolyn
Emily Entner < eentner99@ grnail.com>
Thursday, June 18, 2020 10:31 PM
Morris, Carolyn
County Legislators
Public Comment for July Board Mtg

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Pori otqpehattachmen is or click on links from unknown senders or :
::
V
r
unexpected emails.
. ::

Dear Dutchess County Legislature,

.

.

Hi, my name is Emily and I am a resident of Rhinebeck, NY I live in a predominantly white area and I know that my black
friends and fellow residents have been stopped, followed, told to get out of their vehicles fora minor traffic violation
and arrested, and I am tired of hearing this same story with nothing changing. I am asking you to take action and
reallocate money away from the Dutchess County Sheriffs Department, which disproportionately targets our Black

.

residents

From traffic stops, to arrests, to the use of lethal force, Dutchess County Sheriffs Department targets nonwhite
residents at a rate far exceeding their share of the population Much scholarship shows that a living wage, access to
health services and treatment, educational opportunity, and stable housing are far more successful at promoting
community safety than policing and prisons. I recommend you read Michelle Alexander's book, The New Jim Crow,
where she outlines just how inherently racist the policing system has been from the start A black man is 4x more likely
to be shot by the police in his lifetime by the police, however, nothing has been done about it Also, black and brown
people make up a disproportionately high number of the prison population throughout the country and this jail project

.

.

.

will only perpetuate that inequity in our community and society as a whole.

Dutchess County is currently allocating 14,5% of its budget to the Sheriff and Jail, to Probation and to Juvenile
Detention. But we're only allocating 9.6% of the budget toward public education from Pre-School through Community
College, 9% to the Department of Behavioral & Community Health and only 0.002% to the Agency Partner Grant
Program which includes many programs that support the community in meaningful ways through housing, restorative
justice, food access, literacy, and much more. Dutchess County is allocating nearly the same amount of funding to
policing and incarceration as it is to all of these other programs combined.
I demand a meaningful reallocation of these funds towards healthcare and social programs that truly benefit the
community. Please stop putting our community members behind bars and instead provide them with the support they
need. I will continue to fight for positive change in our community and you can start, too, by blocking this new county

jail project.

Sincerely,
Emily Entner
41 Violet Hill Rd, Rhinebeck, NY
eentner99 @ gmail.com
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Suzi Stoller < suzi.stoller@ gmail.com>
Thursday, June 18, 2020 10:34 PM
CountyLegislature
cmorris@dutchess.ny.gov
Public Comment

ATTENTION: Thte emqil came from on externoTsourcerpOihdtopen attQchmenis or clJ
unexpected emails.

^

links from unknown senders or

Re: Jail Construction

Dear Legislators:
A wise person may consider borrowing beyond his or her means when the need is critical. A fool borrows beyond what
is her or his means on contraindicated frivolities When one does it on someone eise’s dollars, it is akin to stealing.

.

The DC jail population is down 60%. With the new pre-trial law, it is likely to remain so. Alternatives to incarceration
make economic and social sense
I urge this body to rescind the remaining portion of the Legislature’s 2017 bond appropriating mega funds for the
construction of an oversized, overpriced, unnecessary jail. I further recommend the appointment of a non-partisan
commission to research and propose sensible alternatives to the current plan.

Thank you for voting responsibly,
Sincerely,
Susan Kleinfeld Stoller
27 Brentwood Drive
Poughkeepsie, NY 12603
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Morris, Carolyn

.

From:
Sent:

Sana Cheema < sanac457 @icloud com >
Thursday, June 18, 2020 10:39 PM

To:
Subject:

CountyLegislature
DEFUND THE POLICE

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders
or unexpected emails

.

;

Dear Dutchess County Legislature,

N

Hi, my name is Sana Cheema and I am a resident of Rhinebeck. I am asking you to reallocate money away from the
Dutchess County Sheriffs Department, which disproportionately targets Black residents. From traffic stops, to arrests, to
the use of lethal force, Dutchess County Sheriffs Department targets nonwhite residents at a rate far exceeding their
share of the population. Much scholarship shows that a living wage, access to health services and treatment,
educational opportunity, and stable housing are far more successful at promoting community safety than policing and
prisons.

;

Dutchess County is currently allocating $ 54,665,818 of its budget to the Sheriff and Jail, $18,041,128 to Probation and
$1,312,183 to Juvenile Detention, totaling $74,304,402 (14.5%) toward programs that have little benefit to the
community All the while only allocating $49,520,574 (9.6%) toward public education from Pre-School through
Community College, $46,379,552 (9%) to the Department of Behavioral & Community Health, and $11,668,951 (0.02%)
to our already inadequate Public Transportation system. Additionally, only $1,215,670 (0.002%) was allocated to the
Agency Partner Grant Program which includes many of the programs that support the community -in meaningful ways
such as housing, restorative justice, food access, literacy, and much more. This means that Dutchess County is allocating
nearly the same amount of funding to policing and incarceration as it is to all of these other programs combined.

.

-

This is an unacceptable disparity in funding. It stands to reason that a greater number of residents can benefit from
access to healthcare, education, and transportation in their communities than they can from police presence and
incarceration. As such, I demand a meaningful reallocation of these funds towards healthcare and social programs that
truly benefit the community.
Sincerely,
Sana Cheema
4 Lower Hook Rd Rbk, NY
sanac457@ gmail.com
845-793 1782

-

Sent from my iPhone
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
Subject:

Isobel Niamh <niamh.isobel@ gmail.com>
Thursday, June 18, 2020 11:05 PM
Defund Poughkeepsie PD

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or dick on links from unknown senders
or unexpected emails.
To Poughkeepsie Officials:

Given the historic, social, and political origins of police and policing, in conjunction with the recent nationwide protests
reflecting the police murders of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Tony McDade I am contacting you because I am
demanding you to redirect money away Poughkeepsie policing and prioritize community services that will help improve
the economic conditions, health, and wellbeing of Poughkeepsie residents, especially our Black communities.

Teachers are at serious risk of losing their positions as well the youth losing the essential human right to learn and
receive a sound education. As such, the Poughkeepsie City School District has stated the following:

The Poughkeepsie City School District is proposing to eliminate 48 positions, including teachers, administrators and
support staff, as it attempts to erase a $2.6 million deficit for its 2020-21 budget. The board voted Wednesday to
eliminate positions for elementary assistant principals, the Poughkeepsie High School dean of students, the assistant to
the superintendent and a positionrthat had yet to be filled forthe director of grants and advancement.
Superintendent Eric Rosser said the cuts, most of which have yet to be voted on, are necessary to overcome financial
challenges thatinciude decreases in state aid, the loss of building aid, increases in operating costs, and other financial
obligations. Some, but not all, of those losses are related to hardships created by the coronavirus pandemic.
He said as the administration continues to finalize its budget he may have to consider more eliminations. School budget
votes, which were to take place May 19, were delayed until a date to be determined after June 1.

"Of course in this district we are not looking to take away valuable members of our organization that support student
learning, but it is our hope that we would be able to retain our staff members, because each member Is in the position

.

to meet the varying needs of our children," Rosser said to the district board of education Wednesday "Unfortunately,
given our budgetary situation we are forced to move in this direction, it is not a good direction that I, as a
superintendent, or even as an educator, would recommend. However, when you don't have the ability to meet people's
payroll or salary you have to move in the direction of a budget that we will be able to meet the payroll "

.

When contacted by the Journal, Board President Felicia Watson declined to answer questions regarding the moves, but
said "The board awaits the presentation of the final budget that the superintendent will be holistically presenting soon."

The layoffs, if approved, would include 27 teacher positions,11 administrator positions, and 10 support staff positions,
as well as the restructuring of some central office positions. Rosser noted the eliminations do not necessarily mean 48
staff members will be laid off, given some positions are vacant due to retirements and other transitions.
Administrative positions eliminated would include the P-Tech program principal, the PACE (Poughkeepsie Academic and
Career Excellence ) program principal, the PACE assistant principal, the high school dean of students, five elementary
assistant principals, the assistant to the superintendent, and the director of grants and advancement

.
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:

The proposed layoffs would result in around $3 million of savings, Rosser said the eliminations are likely to happen given
the economic uncertainty amid the pandemic, and the district could see more eliminations as the budget is finalized.
When asked by the board at the meeting how the schools will continue to provide services, Rosser did not have an
answer.
in addition to the lack of funding in schools, County Executive Marc Molinaro has reported that 2019 was a strong
"fiscal" year, in particular response to the COVID-19 pandemic, stating:

.

" Expenses totaled $471.2 million, while revenue added up to $472,6 million Additionally, sales tax revenue increased by
$9.1 million, a 4.6% increase over 2018. The county also ended the fiscal year with $ 56.9 million in its general fund
balance."

.

...

Moreover, " [rjevenues increased in 2019, even as expenditures also increased in several areas That included a $7.6
million cost increase to the Dutchess County Sheriffs Employee Association for union contract settlements, positions,
employee benefits and debt service."

Ultimately, the allocation of funds to the Poughkeepsie Police Department in contrast to the funding towards schools, is
telling and disgraceful. I yearn to know what you will do to protect Black lives and prevent further instances of policestate-sanctioned violence, and support the emotional, social, and educational well-being of your Black constituents. I
urge you to condemn police brutality, racial profiling, and the use of excessive force by police on oppressed
communities, and show with your budget priorities that you actually care about a safe and healthy community.
Sincerely,
isobel Seabrook
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Morris, Carolyn
Suzi Stoller < suzi.sto!ler@ gmaii.com >
Thursday, June 18, 2020 11:43 PM
Morris, Carolyn
Fwd: Public Comment

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

ATTENTION: This email come from on externa! source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
, v :
v:
,
t
V
unexpected emails

.

~

.

;

.

Forwarded message
From: Suzi Stoller <suzi.stoller (a> gmail.com>
Date: Thu, Jun 18, 2020 at 10:33 PM
Subject: Public Comment
To: Countylegislature <countvlegislature (5> co .dutchess,ny. us>
Cc: <cmorris(5>dutchess nv.gov>

.

Re: Jai! Construction

Dear Legislators:

A wise person may consider borrowing beyond his or her means when the need is critical. A fool borrows beyond what
is her or his means on contraindicated frivolities When one does it on someone else's dollars, it is akin to stealing

.

.

.

The DC jail population is down 60% With the new pre-trial law, it is likely to remain so. Alternatives to incarceration
make economic and social sense
I urge this body to rescind the remaining portion of the Legislature 's 2017 bond appropriating mega funds for the
construction of an oversized, overpriced, unnecessary jail I further recommend the appointment of a non-partisan
commission to research and propose sensible alternatives to the current plan

.

.

Thank you for voting responsibly,
Sincerely,
Susan Kleinfeid Stoller
27 Brentwood Drive
Poughkeepsie, NY 12603

Suzi
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:

Romi Butscher < romibutscher @ gmail.com>
Friday, June 19, 2020 12:50 AM
sheriffbutch@ gmail.com; countyexec; CountyLegislature; Kendall, Bradford; comptroller;
DistrictAttorney; jbaisley@townofpoughkeepsie~ny.gov;
jrenihan@townofpoughkeepsie- ny.gov; bilixarlos@ aol com;
jlopez@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; Michaeldfone@aolxom;
mwoolever@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; ashershin@yahooxom;
fsalvatore@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; mayor@ cityofpoughkeepsie.com;
CommonCourKilMemhers@ dtyofpoughkeepsie.com; TPape@ cityofpoughkeepsie.com;
superintendent@ poughkeepsieschools.org
An Imperative Demand to Actively Protect Your Citizens by Defunding the Police

.

Subject:

To Poughkeepsie Officials:

My name is Romi Butscher and I am a resident of Red Hook, NY.

Given the historic , social, and political origins of police and policing, In conjunction with the recent nationwide protests reflecting the
police murders of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Tony McDade I am contacting you because I am demanding you to redirect
money away Poughkeepsie policing and prioritize community services that will help improve the economic conditions, health, and
wellbeing of Poughkeepsie residents, especially our Black communities.

Teachers are at serious risk of losing their positions as well the youth losing the essential human right to learn and receive a sound
education As such, the Poughkeepsie City School District has stated the following:
-

.

.

The Poughkeepsie City School District Is proposing to eliminate 48 positions - jncluding teachers, administrators and support staff, as it
attempts to erase a $2.6 million deficit for its 2020-21 budget. The board voted Wednesday to eliminate positions for elementary
assistant principals, the Poughkeepsie High School dean of students, the assistant to the superintendent and a position that had yet to
be filled for the director of grants and advancement.
Superintendent Eric Rosser said the cuts, most of which have yet to be voted on are necessary to overcome financial challenges that
^
include decreases in state aid, the loss of building aid, increases in operating costs , and other financial obligations. Some, but not all, of
.
coronavirus
pandemic
those losses are related to hardships created by the
He said as the administration continues to finalize its budget he may have to consider more eliminations. School budget votes, which
were to take place May 19, were delayed until a date to be determined after June 1.

“Of course in this district we are not looking to take away valuable members of our organization that support student learning, but it is
our hope that we would be able to retain our staff members, because each member is in the position to meet the varying needs of our
children,“ Rosser said to the district board of education Wednesday. "Unfortunately, given our budgetary situation we are forced to
move in this direction, it is not a good direction that l, as a superintendent, or even as an educator, would recommend. However, when
you don't have the ability to meet people's payroll or salary you have to move in the direction of a budget that we will be able to meet
the payroll."
When contacted by the Journal, Board President Felicia Watson declined to answer questions regarding the moves, but said “The
board awaits the presentation of the final budget that the superintendent will be holistically presenting soon "

.

The layoffs, if approved, would include 27 teacher positions, 11 administrator positions, and 10 support staff positions, as well as the
restructuring of some central office positions Rosser noted the eliminations do not necessarily mean 48 staff members will be laid off,
given some positions are vacant due to retirements and other transitions.

.

Administrative positions eliminated would include the P-Tech program principal, the PAGE (Poughkeepsie Academic and Career
Excellence) program principal, the PACE assistant principal, the high school dean of students , five elementary assistant principals, the
assistant to the superintendent, and the director of grants and advancement
The proposed layoffs would result in around $3 million of savings. Rosser said the eliminations are likely to happen given the
economic uncertainty amid the pandemic, and the district could see more eliminations as the budget is finalized.
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When asked by the board at the meeting how the schools will continue to provide services, Rosser did not have an answer.
In addition to the lack of funding in schools, County Executive Marc Molinaro has reported that 2019 was a strong "Oscar year, in
particular response to the COVID-19 pandemic, stating:

"Expenses totaled $471.2 million, while revenue added up to $472.6 million. Additionally, sales tax revenue increased by $9.1 million,
a 4.6% increase over 2018. The county also ended the fiscal year with $56.9 million in its general fund balance,"
Moreover, ",..[r]evenues increased in 2019, even as expenditures also increased in several areas. That included a $7.6 million cost
increase to the Dutchess County Sheriffs Employee Association for union contract settlements, positions , employee benefits and debt
service."
Ultimately, the allocation of funds to the Poughkeepsie Police Department in contrast to the funding towards schools, is telling and
disgraceful I yearn to know what you will do to protect Black lives and prevent further instances of police-state-sanctioned violence,
and support the emotional, social, and educational well-being of your Black constituents. I urge you to condemn.police brutality, racial
profiling, and the use of excessive force by police on oppressed communities, and show with your budget priorities that you actually
care about a safe and healthy community.

.

Sincerely,
Romi Butscher
58 Fraleigh Street, Red Hook NY 12571
romibutscher@gmail.com
8452600082
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:

Subject:

Nuaia Caitlin < nuala.cait@ gmail.com>
Friday, June 19, 2020 12:54 AM
DEFUND THE POLICE

.

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source Do not open attachments or dick on links from unknown senders
or unexpected emails.
To Poughkeepsie Officials:

.

My name is Nuaia Seabrook and I am a resident of Rhinebeck

Given the historic, social, and political origins of police and policing, in conjunction with the recent nationwide protests
reflecting the police murders of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Tony McDade i am contacting you because I am
demanding you to redirect money away Poughkeepsie policing and prioritize community services that will help improve
the economic conditions, health, and wellbeing of Poughkeepsie residents, especially our Black communities

.

Teachers are at serious risk of losing their positions as well the youth losing the essential human right to learn and
receive a sound education. As such, the Poughkeepsie City School District has stated the following:
The Poughkeepsie City School District is proposing to eliminate 48 positions, including teachers, administrators and
support staff, as it attempts to erase a $2.6 million deficit for its 2020-21 budget. The board voted Wednesday to
eliminate positions for elementary assistant principals, the Poughkeepsie High School dean of students, the assistant to
the superintendent and a position that had yet to be filled for the director of grants and advancement

.

Superintendent Eric Rosser said the cuts, most of which have yet to be voted on, are necessary to overcome financial
challenges that include decreases in state aid, the loss of building aid, increases in operating costs, and other financial
obligations. Some, but not all, of those losses are related to hardships created by the coronavirus pandemic.
He said as the administration continues to finalize its budget he may have to consider more eliminations. School budget
votes, which were to take place May 19, were delayed until a date to be determined after June 1

.

"Of course in this district we are not looking to take away valuable members of our organization that support student
learning, but it is our hope that we would be able to retain our staff members, because each member Is in the position
to meet the varying needs of our children," Rosser said to the district board of education Wednesday "Unfortunately,
given our budgetary situation we are forced to move in this direction, it is not a good direction that I, as a
superintendent, or even as an educator, would recommend However, when you don't have the ability to meet people’s
payroll or salary you have to move in the direction of a budget that we will be able to meet the payroll."

.

.

When contacted by the Journal, Board President Felicia Watson declined to answer questions regarding the moves, but
said "The board awaits the presentation of the final budget that the superintendent will be holistically presenting soon."

The layoffs, if approved, would include 27 teacher positions, 11administrator positions, and 10 support staff positions,
as well as the restructuring of some central office positions. Rosser noted the eliminations do not necessarily mean 48
staff members will be laid off, given some positions are vacant due to retirements and other transitions.

Administrative positions eliminated would include the P-Tech program principal, the PACE (Poughkeepsie Academic and
Career Excellence) program principal, the PACE assistant principal, the high school dean of students, five elementary
assistant principals, the assistant to the superintendent, and the director of grants and advancement

.

211

The proposed layoffs would result in around $3 million of savings. Rosser said the eliminations are likely to happen given
the economic uncertainty amid the pandemic, and the district could see more eliminations as the budget is finalized.
When asked by the board at the meeting how the schools will continue to provide services, Rosser did not have an
answer

.

In addition to the lack of funding in schools, County Executive Marc Molinaro has reported that 2019 was a strong
"fiscal" year, in particular response to the COVID-19 pandemic, stating:

"Expenses totaled $ 471.2 million, while revenue added up to $472.6 million. Additionally, sales tax revenue increased by

$9.1 million, a 4.6% increase over 2018. The county also ended the fiscal year with $ 56.9 million in its general fund
balance."

..

Moreover, ". [Revenues increased in 2019, even as expenditures also increased in several areas. That included a $7.6
million cost increase to the Dutchess County Sheriffs Employee Association for union contract settlements, positions,
employee benefits and debt service."

Ultimately, the allocation of funds to the Poughkeepsie Police Department in contrast to the funding towards schools, is
telling and disgraceful. I yearn to know what you will do to protect Black lives and prevent further instances of policestate-sanctioned violence, and support the emotional, social, and educational well-being of your Black constituents. I
urge you to condemn police brutality, racial profiling, and the use of excessive force by police on oppressed
communities, and show with your budget priorities that you actually care about a safe and healthy community.
Sincerely,
Nuaia Seabrook
18 Kalina Drive
nuaia.cait @gmail com
8457069030

.

Sent from my iPhone
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Morris, Carolyn
Jamie Reeves <jamie.j.reeves@ aol.com>
Friday, June 19, 2020 4:59 AM
Jamie
Public Safety

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

.

.

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders
or unexpected emails

.

Hello,
I am writing today to vouch for how imperative it is that we defund the police, We need to view public safety in a way
that does not make Black, LGBTQ+, low income people unsafe.

Sincerely,
Jamie Reeves
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:

Josie Holford <jholford@gmail.com>
Friday, June 19, 2020 6:32 AM
countyexec; Bolner, Donna; Morris, Carolyn; County Legislators

Subject:

Taxpayer Request

ATTENTION: This email came from an
?

>

.

source Oo not open attachments or dick on ms from unknown senior

ISIS

I ’m a Dutchess County taxpayer and voter. I am writing about my concerns about the proposal for a new jail. I
question the scope and expense of the project and I also question the need.

I call on the Dutchess County Legislature to drop the plans for a new jail.

This project is enormously expensive - exceeding any other capital project the County has ever undertaken. It
would cost more than all other county capital spending combined, with bond repayment extending into the 2040s.
This seems particularly imprudent as we look at the very precarious post Covid financial situation of the County.
The fund balance is being quickly depleted and without federal relief the County will need to borrow later this year
to cover basic operations. Layoffs and cuts to essential services seem inevitable.

-

This is not a time to be investing in a costly and unnecessary jail expansion.

This is not the time to invest in jails.

This is not the time to divert money from urgent and compelling priorities in the County. We are in the middle of a
pandemic that is by no means over. Drug overdose deaths continue to blight our community. The need for social
services and mental health provision continues to rise. In spite of these urgent needs the current budget has
reduced spending on programs that actually benefit the residents of the County, including much needed youth
programs. All this in the midst of the Covid-19 crisis. To now divert funds to a jail expansion is not only financially
imprudent but downright perverse.

Furthermore - where is the actual need for this costly expansion? What is the rational justification? Thanks to New
York 's bail and discovery reform laws, pre-trial incarceration has dropped dramatically. The jail population that
was at about 400 two years ago has now dropped to around 130.
208

We do not need a new jail.
We do need improved services and support for County residents.

This is a time to re think budget priorities and reimagine public safety. It is a time to invest in community based
treatment for addiction and mental health. It is not a time to be expanding provisions for incarceration. I urge the
County legislature to reimagine how to keep Dutchess county safe and healthy. Take a look at some of the steps
that other NY counties are taking converting jail cells into homeless shelters for example and expanding
alternatives to incarceration. I am sure there are many other ideas out there that would improve the quality of life
and not commit the County to wasting money on an unnecessary project that entails enormous long term debt.

-

For all of these reasons I support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July:

* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction

* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of
part of the current space, jail sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.

-

Thank you,

Josie Holford
Website: http://www.iosieholford.com/
Twitter: @JosieHolford
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Morris, Carolyn
gina fox < ginawalkerfox@gmail.com>
Friday, June 19, 2020 7:39 AM
County Legislators
Morris, Carolyn
Public Comment

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

ATTENTION: This email camefrom an external source. Do not

unexpected emails.

.

on hnksfrdrn unknown senders or :

.

H

I strongly oppose the building and funding of a new jail If you build it they will come The cost of such an expansive,
unnecessary and punitive structure is a misguided use of finances, resources and manpower. The cost is too high in both
dollars and people The people who will suffer inordinately are people of color and the poor. Financing and building
affordable housing, rehabbing and filling vacant structures, rebuilding infrastructure; all are more honorable goals and

.

we could sleep better at night.

Gina Walker Fox Heather Croner/Sotheby's International 914-475-2890 mobile
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Hussing, Laura
Morris, Carolyn
Tuesday, July 7, 2020 10:58 AM
Wager, Leigh
Hussing, Laura
FW: Public comment- Pis, reconsider the unnecessary expense for the proposed jail

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Upload

Carolyn Morris
Clerk
Dutchess County Legislature
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, New York 12601
Tel: (845 ) 486-2100 • Fax: (845) 486-2113

OFFICIAL AMERICAN FLAG DISPOSAL SITE

Visit us on

Facebook

From: Truitt, Will <wtruitt@ dutchessny.gov>
Sent: Monday, July 6, 2020 3:42 PM
To: Susan Belirose <SBBelirose @ outiook com>; countyexec <countyexec @ dutchessny.gov>; County Legislators
<CountyLegislators (a> dutchessny.gov>
Cc: Morris, Carolyn <cmorris (5> dutchessny.gov>; CountyLegislature <CountyLegislature @ dutchessny.gov>; Keith, Thomas
L. <tkeith@ dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Re: Public comment- Pis. reconsider the unnecessary expense for the proposed jail

.

With all due respect Susan, the high cost of living in our region is entirely thanks to New York State (fully
controlled by our Democrat Governor, Democrat State Assembly & Democrat State Senate). The blame for the
massive out-migration of New Yorkers lies fully in the hands of those in Albany, whose fiscal mismanagement
and unfunded mandates have led to an enormous cost of living burden that has crushed local municipalities
and middle class families. We in County Government, despite the challenges we face from Albany, have
authored responsible County Budget after responsible County Budget, cutting taxes for our residents in six ( 6)
l

consecutive years while maintaining a proactive mind toward programming that will help us overcome our
greatest challenges (Crisis & Stabilization Center, " Dutchess Together ” Shared Services initiative, Dutchess
Reads, Expansion of Medicated Assisted Treatment ( MAT) Program, etc. ).
In fact, though some of my colleagues may not want you to realize, this bond resolution (that was adopted in
2016 with bi-partisan support) for the Dutchess County Justice & Transition Center saves millions of dollars in
taxpayer money, provides much higher quality services for those individuals incarcerated who need drug
addiction and mental health assistance/ treatment, while also providing a much more humane environment
for our inmates. For years, Dutchess County has dealt with the significant hurdles of an outdated detention
facility with the awful practice ( both financially & morally) of housing out inmates hundreds of miles away
from their families. The toll that this has taken on Dutchess County' s finances, on our members of law
enforcement and on our inmates and their families was far too great - which is why it was so incredibly
important that we address this longstanding dilemma .
I was proud to be a part of the solution in 2016 when each Democrat, Republican & Independents supported
the adoption of this bond resolution - 1 will certainly not be in support of reversing it.

William G . Truitt
District 7, Dutchess County Legislator

Towns of Hyde Park & Poughkeepsie
wtruitt(a)dutchessny.aov
From: Susan Bellrose <SBBellrose @ outiook.com>
Sent: Monday, July 6, 2020 2:07 PM
To: countyexec < countyexec @ dutchessnv,gov>; County Legislators <CountyLegislators @ dutchessnv.gov>
Cc: Morris, Carolyn <cmorris @ dutchessnv.gov> ; CountyLegislature <CountyLegislature @ dutchessnv.gov>: Keith, Thomas

L. <tkeith@ dutchessnv.gov>
Subject: RE: Public comment- Pis. reconsider the unnecessary expense for the proposed jail

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or

Thank you Mr . Moiinaro for your response to my email. However after careful consideration of your remarks, as a
taxpayer in District 5, I still fully support the Democratic caucus resolutions to rescind the remaining portion of the
legislature 's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction and which recommends a commission to research alternatives
to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or
other possibilities. COVID and the lack of financial support from the Federal government has made this the worst
possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail the need for which is rapidly becoming irrelevant. I believe there are far
more creative solutions which would not be as costly. With so many folks struggling with jobs in our community, the
inevitable increase in taxes would be too burdensome. As an aside, I literally just met a couple strolling on the grounds
of Vassar who recently moved to Colorado from this area due to the high taxes.
I appreciate your consideration of my comments.

Respectfully,
Susan Bellrose
2

39 Sandi Drive
Sent: Thursday, June 25, 2020 11:40 AM
To: Susan Bellrose <SBBellrose (S) outlook.com>; County Legislators <CountyLegisiators (S> dutchessnv.gov>
Cc: Morris, Carolyn <cmorris(5> dutchessnv.gov>; CountyLegislature <CountvLegislature(5> dutchessnv.gov>
Subject: RE: Public comment

Dear Susan,

Thank you for your email. Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains our
priority. The County has heavily invested in access to mental health services with the building of the Stabilization Center,
a 24/7 walk-in facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive crisis counseling, mental health
assessments, and peer advocacy. In addition to the Stabilization Center, the Department of Behavioral and Community
Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including our call or text service HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis Intervention
Team, which can go directly into the community to aid individuals in crisis.
The County partners with local school districts to incorporate Second Step, a social-emotional learning program that
focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem-solving, and substance-abuse prevention all of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have also dedicated resources
to family stability by increasing family-based foster care placements, offering parent coaching, and providing homevisiting to high-risk families. A strong, stable, and reliable family structure supports positive social-emotional
development and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration.
Additionally, we remain committed to our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical components, needed
resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability, security, and success. In 2019 the County
began implementing the first set of initiatives, including a Foster Care Mentoring program and expanding youth
employment programs beyond the summer. We have also supported the youth services through our Agency Partner
Grant. Over the past eight years, over $7 million has been allocated to critical programs and services in our community
through this program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth programs - anti-bullying, workforce development,
literacy, and more.
These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to support young people
and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system. However, Section 217 of the New York State County Law still
mandates that a county maintain a jail. Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and those who provide
services to this population deserve a modern facility designed for the purpose of rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency.
The new Justice and Transition Center will provide:
greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as providing cost
•
savings;
the opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in a light-filled and safe environment that is more
•
conducive to positive behavioral change; and
the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential to
•
decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses (ex. transitional
housing).
These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resulting in annual savings of nearly $4.1 million. Costsavings primarily come in the form of the reductions to required staff and increases in the inmate to correctional officer
ratio resulting from efficient design elements on the planned facility. The capital costs are an investment in future
annualized operational savings allowing us to save money and focus spending in other areas. Additionally, ending the
Justice and Transition Center project would require significant investment in the current jail facility, specifically the 1995
and 1984 sections. Further, with $ 60 million already bonded for the project, over $ 3 million in debt service will still need
to be paid annually.
Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020. The legislation significantly impacted
the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County Jail. Additionally, before the
implementation of the 2019 criminal justice reform, Dutchess County had reduced our jail population by 30 percent over
a five year period through initiatives designed to divert lower risk and/or mentally ill defendants from jail, including
building our Stabilization Center; providing Crisis Intervention Training ( CIT) to law enforcement; and utilizing a
3
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sophisticated array of evidenced-based pretria! diversion practices This work has become the model for many of the
counties of which you write about. Given these factors, the design of the new Justice and Transition Center was reduced
by over 200 beds.
We recognize the changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only a legal
obligation, but a moral one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing incarcerated
individuals, as well as provide rehabilitative programming shown to reduce recidivism and improve outcomes The
Justice and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing millions in annualized cost savings.
I appreciate your interest in this topic, and I hope I have addressed some, if not all, of your concerns.

.

Marcus J. Molinaro
Dutchess County Executive
22 Market Street

Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845-486-2000 phone
845-486-2021 fax
Email: countyexec (S) dutchessnv.Rov
www.dutchessny.gov

From: Susan Belirose <SBBeilrose @ outlook,com>
Sent: Friday, June 19, 2020 10:42 AM
To: County Legislators <CountvLegislators (S) dutchessnv.gov>
Cc: Morris, Carolyn <cmorris (5> dutchessny.gov>; countyexec <countyexec @ dutchessny.gov>: CountyLegislature

<CountvLegislature @ dutchessnv.gov>
Subject: Public comment
tiaersM

Thank you all for your consideration of my comment and most of all for your service to our county. As a taxpayer, I
would like to see my money go the to sources of crime and not to jails.
As of June 2020, the United States had the highest prisoner rate, with 655 prisoners per 100,000 of the national
population. Not only is the U.S. among the leading countries worldwide in incarcerations per 100,000 of the population,
but it was also home to the largest total number of prisoners in 2020 * We seem to have become the land of the
incarcerated and not the free. Fortunately this is changing dramatically in 2020. The widespread marches against our
current policing methods wilt continue to force changes.

.

New York 's bail and discovery reform laws have dramatically reduced pre-trial incarceration and thus the jail population
( around 130 now; two years ago, over 400). More people charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to communitybased treatment for addiction and mental-health diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail
cells into homeless shelters and expand alternatives to incarceration. A new jail should not be Dutchess County's
priority We cannot afford to spend such a large sum of my and every other Dutchess County hard earned tax payer
dollar on an institution which is rapidly becoming irrelevant.

.

I fully support the Democratic caucus resolutions to rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond
appropriation for jail construction and which recommends a commission to research alternatives to construction of the
proposed jail, including renovation of part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.

*www,statista.- com/statistics/ 262962/countries -with-the-most-prisoners -per-100 -000-inhabitants/
4

Thank you again for your consideration.

Best regards,

Susan BeCCrose
Email: susan(p).beilrose.us
Cell: 917-848-9565
Landline: 845-218-9853
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Morri
From:
Sent:
To:

Caroj

n

^ ^

Subject:

Hudson Roland < hudsonroland44@gmail.com >
Friday, June 19, 2020 10:42 AM
countyexec; CountyLegislature; Surman, Alan; Kearney, Brennan; Brendli, Craig; Morris,
Carolyn; Bolner, Donna; Houston, Deirdre; McHoul, Douglas A.; Sagiiano, Don; Hauser,
Edward; Garito, Faye; Zernike, Frits; Llaverias, Giancarlo; Puiver, Gregg; Black, Hannah;
Cavaccini, Joseph; jeterb@hvc.rr.com; Munn, Kristofer; Paoloni, Lisa; Metzger, John D.;
Polasek, Michael; Page, Nick; Edwards, Rebecca; Johnson, Randy; Caswell, Stephen;
Keith, Thomas L,; Truitt, Will
Reallocation of money within departments

Hi, my name is Hudson Roland and I am a resident of Red Hook, i am asking you to reallocate money away from the
Dutchess County Sheriffs Department, which disproportionately targets Black residents. From traffic stops, to
arrests, to the use of lethal force, Dutchess County Sheriffs Department targets nonwhite residents at a rate far
exceeding their share of the population. Much scholarship shows that a living wage, access to health services and
treatment, educational opportunity, and stable housing are far more successful at promoting community safety
than policing and prisons.

Dutchess County is currently allocating $54,665,818 of its budget to the Sheriff and jail, $18,041,128 to Probation
and $1,312,183 to Juvenile Detention, totaling $74,304,402 (14.5%) toward programs that have little benefit to the
community. All the while only allocating $49, 520,574 (9 ,6%) toward public education from Pre-School through
Community College, $46,379,552 (9% ) to the Department of Behavioral & Community Health, and $11,668,951
(0.02%) to our already inadequate Public Transportation system. Additionally, only $1,215,670 (0.002%) was
allocated to the Agency Partner Grant Program which includes many of the programs that support the community
in meaningful ways such as housing, restorative justice, food access, literacy, and much more. This means that
Dutchess County is allocating nearly the same amount of funding to policing and incarceration as it is to all of these
other programs combined.
This is an unacceptable disparity in funding. It stands to reason that a greater number of residents can benefit from
access to healthcare, education, and transportation in their communities than they can from police presence and
incarceration. As such, I demand a meaningful reallocation of these funds towards healthcare and social programs
that truly benefit the community.
Sincerely,
[Hudson Roland] [236 odak farm road ]
[hudsonroland44(5) gmaii.com] [3475855347]
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Morris, Carolyn
Camille LaBossier < camillelabossier@ gmail.com>
Friday, June 19, 2020 11:50 AM
CountyLegislature; Llaverias, Giancario; Sagliano, Don; Polasek, Michael; Black, Hannah;
Keith, Thomas L; Edwards, Rebecca; Truitt, Will; Brendli, Craig; Johnson, Randy;
jeterb @hvc.rr.com; Kearney, Brennan; Metzger, John D.; Bolner, Donna; Paoloni, Lisa;
Cavaccini, Joseph; Zernike, Frits; McHoul, Douglas A.; Page, Nick; Pulver, Gregg; Munn,
Kristofer; Caswell, Stephen; Garito, Faye; Hauser, Edward; Surman, Alan; Houston,
Deirdre; countyexec; Morris, Carolyn
It's your job to keep the county safe and fair for everyone.

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

ATTENTION : This email came from on external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
- unexpecMemaiJs,
.
^
V
-- f
Dear Dutchess County Legislature,

-

'

-

Hi, my name is Camille and I am a resident of Red Hook. I am asking you to reallocate money away from the Dutchess
County Sheriff's Department, which disproportionately targets Black residents. From traffic stops, to arrests, to the use
of lethal force, Dutchess County Sheriffs Department targets nonwhite residents at a rate far exceeding their share of
the population. Much scholarship shows that a living wage, access to health services and treatment, educational
opportunity, and stable housing are far more successful at promoting community safety than policing and prisons.

Dutchess County is currently allocating $ 54,665,818 of its budget to the Sheriff and Jail, $18,041,128 to Probation and
$1,312,183 to juvenile Detention, totaling $74,304,402 (14.5%) toward programs that have little benefit to the
community. All the while only allocating $49,520,574 (9.6%) toward public education from Pre-School through
Community College, $ 46,379,552 ( 9%) to the Department of Behavioral & Community Health, and $11,668,951 (0.02%)
to our already inadequate Public Transportation system. Additionally, only $1,215,670 (0.002%) was allocated to the
Agency Partner Grant Program which includes many of the programs that support the community in meaningful ways
such as housing, restorative justice, food access, literacy, and much more. This means that Dutchess County is allocating
nearly the same amount of funding to policing and incarceration as it is to all of these other programs combined.

This is an unacceptable disparity in funding, it stands to reason that a greater number of residents can benefit from
access to healthcare, education, and transportation in their communities than they can from police presence and
incarceration. As such, I demand a meaningful reallocation of these funds towards healthcare and social programs that
truly benefit the community. Why do you want black human beings to continue living in an unjust world where they feel
unsafe because of the police? Isn't it your job to help change that in your county and make it fair for every resident? Do
you care about your people?
Sincerely,

Camille Walsh LaBossier
40 Garden Street

Red Hook. NY 12571
camillelabossier (5>EmaiLcom
8452045826
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Morris, Carolyn
Susan Scheid < sejscheid@ gmail.com>
Friday, June 19, 2020 12:19 PM
Bolner, Donna
County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
Re: Public Comment

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

M

ATTENTION : This email come from on external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
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unexpected emoils
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Hi, Donna:

Thanks so much for your reply. I am confident that the authors of the resolution can and will satisfactorily address any
NYS Department of Corrections requirements.I do hope and expect that, after you have heard from the authors of the
resolution, you will be ready to vote in favor of the resolutions.
Sincerely,

Susan Scheid
On Jun 19, 2020, at 8:20 AM, Bolner, Donna <dbolner@ dutchessnv.gov> wrote:

Susan,
As with all resolutions I am open to understanding the full impacts before voting I will continue to ask
questions regarding proposed resolutions, however until a letter from NYS Department of Corrections is
received by the county stating that it is not required to improve the correction center, the county must
improve what we have. I am not sure yet how this mandate by the state is being addressed by the

.

sponsors of the resolution.
Thank you again for your pubic comment. — Donna
Sent from my iPhone

.

On Jun 18, 2020, at 4:31PM, Susan Scheid <seischeid@ gmail com> wrote:

°f d?°"

ATTENTION;!;

Hi, Donna . Thanks for acknowledging receipt of the comment. I look forward to your
vote in favor of the resolutions as well

.

Sincerely,
Sue

.

On Jun 18, 2020, at 3 :06 PM, Bolner, Donna < dbo lner @dutchessnv gov> wrote:
Susan,
Thank you for your public comment
Donna Bolner

.
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Sent from my iPhone

.

On Jun 17, 2020, at 2:16 PM, Susan Scheid <seischeid(5> gmail com>

wrote:
ATTENTION: This email came from on external source. Do not open attachments or clickon links fr
unexpected emails
. _ ,
~

I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in
Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its
plans for a new jail. The jail would be the most
expensive capital project the County has ever
undertaken, costing more than all other county
capital spending combined, with bond repayment
extending into the 2040s. Post-Covid, the county's
financial situation is dire—the fund balance is being
quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid
arrives, the county will need to borrow later this year
to cover basic operations. Layoffs and cuts to
essential services seem inevitable.
This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in
a new jail and divert money from other urgent
priorities. For example, we know overdose deaths are
spiking sharply amid the Covid 19 pandemic, and
that alcoholism and need for mental health services
are also on the rise. Yet the current budget has
reduced spending on these services, as-well as on
much-needed youth programs.

-

Moreover, any arguable need for a new jail that may
have existed in the past is no longer there. New
York's bail and discovery reform laws have
dramatically reduced pre-trial incarceration and thus
the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago,
over 400). More people charged with misdemeanors
are being diverted to community- based treatment for
addiction and mental-health diagnoses. Other New
York counties arc making plans to convert jail cells
into homeless shelters and expand alternatives to
incarceration, Dutchess County should join their
ranks and reimagine public safety.

For these reasons, we support the resolutions the
Democratic caucus has submitted for -consideration
in July:
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature 's
2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
* recommend a commission to research alternatives
to construction of the proposed jail, including
198

renovation of part of the current space, jail-sharing
with other counties, or other possibilities.

.

Respectfully submitted
Susan Scheid
Town of La Grange
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Isabel Murray < imurray359 @ gmail.com>
Friday, June 19, 2020 12:57 PM
Morris, Carolyn
County Legislators
public comment for july board mtg

UATTENTION : This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or ;
unexpected emails.

Begin forwarded message:

From: Isabel Murray <imurrav359@.icloud.com>
Subject: REALLOCATE DUTCHESS COUNTY PD FUNDS
Date: June 18, 2020 at 8:48:27 AM EDT
To: CountvLegislature@dutchessnv.qov qllaverias@dutchessnv.gov
dsagliano@dutchessnv.gov mpolasek@dutchessnv.gov. hblackdc4@gmail.com
tkeith@dutchessnv.gov redutchess6@gmail.com. wtruitt@dutchessnv.gov
cbrendli@dutchessnv. gov riohnson@dutchessnv.gov ieterb@hvc.rr.com
bkearnev@dutchessnv. gov, metzqer4dc@gmaii.com dbolner@dutchessnv.gov,
lpaoloni@dutchessnv.gov icavaccini@dutchessnv. gov. fzernike@dutchessnv. gov.
dmchoui@dutchessnv.gov npaqe@dutchessnv.gov, gpulver@dutchessnv.qovT
kmunn@dutchessnv.gov scaswell@dutchessnv.gov. fgarito@dutchessny.gov
ehauser@dutchessnv .gov aiansurman@ optimum.net. dhouston@dutchessny.gov,
CountvExec@dutchessnv.gov cmorris@dutchessnv.gov

.
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.

Dear Dutchess County Legislature,

Hi, my name is Isabel Murray and l am a resident of Rhinebeck New York. I am asking you to reallocate
money away from the Dutchess County Sheriffs Department, which disproportionately targets Black
residents. From traffic stops, to arrests, to the use of lethal force, Dutchess County Sheriffs Department
targets nonwhite residents at a rate far exceeding their share of the population, Much scholarship
shows that a living wage, access to health services and treatment, educational opportunity, and stable
housing are far more successful at promoting community safety than policing and prisons

.

Dutchess County is currently allocating $ 54,665,818 of its budget to the Sheriff and Jail, $18,041,128 to
Probation and $1,312,183 to Juvenile Detention, totaling $74,304,402 (14.5%) toward programs that
have little benefit to the community. All the while only allocating $49,520,574 (9.6%) toward public
education from Pre-School through Community College, $46,379,552 (9%) to the Department of
Behavioral & Community Health, and $11,668,951 (0.02%) to our already inadequate Public
Transportation system. Additionally, only $1,215,670 (0.002%) was allocated to the Agency Partner
Grant Program which includes many of the programs that support the community in meaningful ways
such as housing, restorative justice, food access, literacy, and much more. This means that Dutchess
County is allocating nearly the same amount of funding to policing and incarceration as it is to all of
these other programs combined.
This is an unacceptable disparity in funding. It stands to reason that a greater number of residents can
benefit from access to healthcare, education, and transportation in their communities than they can
195
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from police presence and incarceration . As such, i demand a meaningful reallocation of these funds
towards healthcare and social programs that truly benefit the community.
Sincerely,
Isabel Murray
imurray359 @ gmail.com

Sent from my iPhone
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Morris, Carolyn
Isabel Murray < imurray359 @ gmaii.com>
Friday, June 19, 2020 1:01 PM
Morris, Carolyn
County Legislators
Public Comment for July Board MTG

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

.
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Dear Dutchess County Legislature,

X

.

My name is Isabel Murray and I am a resident of Rhinebeck, New York I am writing to you to express my support for the
cancellation of the jail project.

Despite free-failing county revenue and worldwide focus on our society's systemic inequity, Dutchess County is
scheduled to plow ahead with the construction of a nearly $ 200 million dollar jail this September. Paying back the
construction bond will cost county taxpayers almost $10 million per year for the foreseeable future. While there were
over 400 people being housed in the jail two years ago, the population is currently down to around 130. The ’downsized'
new jail is being built to accommodate 328,

Meanwhile, the portion of the annual county budget allocated to the sheriff's department and the jail has swollen from
$ 21,2 million in 2000 to $ 54.7 million in 2020. Health/mental health spending has dropped from $59.3 million in 2006 to
$46.4 million this year. Funding for youth programs was $1.68 million in 2006 and rests at $1.65 million nearly fifteen
years later. Our priorities need to change now.
Thank you,
Isabel
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:

Carole Pickering < capckp@yahoo.com>
Friday, June 19, 2020 1:59 PM
County Legislators
cmorris@ Dutchesscounty.org
Halt Jail project!

To:
Cc:
Subject:

ATTENTION: i his email camefrom an external sodrce. Do hot open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or

Dear Legislators,

Many times a good idea or plan needs to be revisited and revised , This is precisely because matters
evolve, issues come to light, public opinion and realities change.
This is the case with the current plan to build the jail. The need simply doesn't exist anymore. It' s no
longer overcrowded for reasons you all know.
It is ultra costly , and our county now has new problems that will require a shifting of funds. Due to the
pandemic, revenues are and will be way down. Basic constituent needs like food, housing and mental
health services are and will continue to rise. It is time to shift priorities, and to come together as a
body to change direction it is time to realign monies with the needs of Dutchess County.
,

A new and expanded jail is no longer a critical goal. Creativity can shift to meet the needs of
incarceration, as it appropriately declines.
Please reconsider your priorities. Thank you.

Dr. Charles and Carole Pickering
299 Hudson View Terrace, Hyde Park, NY. 12538
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Morris, Carolyn
Beth Kolp < bethkolp@ gmai!.com>
Friday, June 19, 2020 3:32 PM

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

County Legislators
Morris, Carolyn

public comment
jail_emailJeg,docx

Attachments:
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Dear Clerk of the Dutchess County Legislature;

:

^

.

Attached is my contribution to the Public Comment session of the July 9, 2020, meeting of the Legislature It regards
resolutions to rescind the remaining bond for the Dutchess County Jail and to establish a commission to explore
alternatives to constructing a new jail.
Thank you.

Beth Kolp
Hyde Park
(845 ) 229-5193
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Morris, Carolyn
Anafise Rios < analise.rios@ gmail.com>
Friday, June 19, 2020 8:39 PM
CountyLegislature; Liaverias, Giancarlo; Sagliano, Don; Polasek, Michael; Black, Hannah;
Keith, Thomas L.; Edwards, Rebecca; Truitt, Will; Brendli, Craig; Johnson, Randy;
jeterb@ hvc.rr.com; Kearney, Brennan; Metzger, John D.; Bolner, Donna; Paoloni, Lisa;
Cavaccini, Joseph; Zernike, Frits; McHoul, Douglas A.; Page, Nick; Pulver, Gregg; Munn,
Kristofer; Caswell, Stephen; Garito, Faye; Hauser, Edward; Surman, Alan; Houston,
Deirdre; countyexec; Morris, Carolyn
Defund the Police - Invest in Community
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Dear Dutchess County Legislature,

Hi, my name is Analise Rios and I am a resident of the Bronx, NY and a graduate of SUNY New Paltz. I am asking you to
reallocate money away from the Dutchess County Sheriff's Department, which disproportionately targets Black
residents. From traffic stops, to arrests, to the use of lethal force, Dutchess County Sheriffs Department targets
nonwhite residents at a rate far exceeding their share of the population. Much scholarship shows that a living wage,
access to health services and treatment, educational opportunity, and stable housing are far more successful at
promoting community safety than policing and prisons.
Dutchess County is currently allocating $54,665,818 of its budget to the Sheriff and Jail, $18,041,128 to Probation and
$1,312,183 to Juvenile Detention, totaling $74,304,402 (14.5%) toward programs that have little benefit to the
community. All the while only allocating $49,520,574 (9.6%) toward public education from Pre-School through
Community College, $46,379,552 ( 9%) to the Department of Behavioral & Community Health, and $11,668,951 (0.02%)
to our already inadequate Public Transportation system. Additionally, only $1,215,670 (0.002%) was allocated to the
Agency Partner Grant Program which includes many of the programs that support the community in meaningful ways
such as housing, restorative justice, food access, literacy, and much more. This means that Dutchess County is allocating
nearly the same amount of funding to policing and incarceration as it is to all of these other programs combined.

This is an unacceptable disparity in funding. It stands to reason that a greater number of residents can benefit from
access to healthcare, education, and transportation in their communities than they can from police presence and
incarceration. As such, I demand a meaningful reallocation of these funds towards healthcare and social programs that
truly benefit the community.
Sincerely,
Analise Rios
80 Westchester Square
Bronx, NY 10461

.

analise.rio5 @ gmail com
(347 )-932-3413
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Morris, Carolyn
Tiffany Santa < tiffanysanta23 @ gmaii.com >
Saturday, June 20, 2020 4:11 AM
Redirect police funding.

From:
Sent:

Subject:

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders
or unexpected emails

.

To Poughkeepsie Officials:

.

My name is Tiffany Santa and i am a resident of Ossining

Given the historic, social, and political origins of police and policing, in conjunction with the recent nationwide protests
reflecting the police murders of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Tony McDade I am contacting you because I am
demanding you to redirect money away Poughkeepsie policing and prioritize community services that will help improve
the economic conditions, health, and wellbeing of Poughkeepsie residents, especially our Black communities

.

Teachers are at serious risk of losing their positions as well the youth losing the essential human right to learn and
receive a sound education As such, the Poughkeepsie City School District has stated the following:

.

The Poughkeepsie City School District is proposing to eliminate 48 positions, including teachers, administrators and
support staff, as it attempts to erase a $2.6 million deficit for its 2020- 21 budget. The board voted Wednesday to
eliminate positions for elementary assistant principals, the Poughkeepsie High School dean of students, the assistant to
the superintendent and a position that had yet to be filled for the director of grants and advancement.
Superintendent Eric Rosser said the cuts, most of which have yet to be voted on, are necessary to overcome financial
challenges that include decreases in state aid, the loss of building aid, increases in operating costs, and other financial
obligations. Some, but not all, of those losses are related to hardships created by the coronavirus pandemic.
He said as the administration continues to finalize its budget he may have to consider more eliminations. School budget
votes, which were to take place May 19, were delayed until a date to be determined after June 1

.

" Of course in this district we are not looking to take away valuable members of our organization that support student
learning, but it is our hope that we would be able to retain our staff members, because each member is in the position
to meet the varying needs of our children," Rosser said to the district board of education Wednesday. "Unfortunately,
given our budgetary situation we are forced to move in this direction, it is not a good direction that i, as a
superintendent, or even as an educator, would recommend. However, when you don't-have the ability to meet people's

payroll or salary you have to move in the direction of a budget that we will be able to meet the payroll."

When contacted by the Journal, Board President Felicia Watson declined to answer questions regarding-the moves, but
said "The board awaits the presentation of the final budget that the superintendent will be holistically presenting soon."

The layoffs, if approved, would include 27 teacher positions, 11 administrator positions, and 10 support staff positions,
as well as the restructuring of some central office positions Rosser noted the eliminations do not necessarily mean 48
staff members will be laid off, given some positions are vacant due to retirements and other transitions.

.

Administrative positions eliminated would include the P-Tech program principal, the PACE (Poughkeepsie Academic and
Career Excellence) program principal, the PACE assistant principal, the high school dean of students, five elementary
assistant principals, the assistant to the superintendent, and the director of grants and advancement.
187

The proposed layoffs would result in around $3 million of savings. Rosser said the eliminations are likely to happen given
the economic uncertainty amid the pandemic, and the district could see more eliminations as the budget is finalized.

When asked by the board at the meeting how the schools will continue to provide services, Rosser did not have an
answer.
In addition to the lack of funding in schools, County Executive Marc Molinaro has reported that 2019 was a strong
"fiscal" year, in particular response to the COVID-19 pandemic, stating:

"Expenses totaled $ 471.2 million, while revenue added up to $472.6 million. Additionally, sales tax revenue increased by
$9.1 million, a 4.6% increase over 2018. The county also ended the fiscal year with $ 56.9 million in its general fund
balance."
Moreover, " [ Revenues increased in 2019, even as expenditures also increased in several areas. That included a $ 7.6
million cost increase to the Dutchess County Sheriffs Employee Association for union contract settlements, positions,
employee benefits and debt service."

...

Ultimately, the allocation of funds to the Poughkeepsie Police Department in contrast to the funding towards schools, is
telling and disgraceful. I yearn to know what you will do to protect Black lives and prevent further instances of policestate-sanctioned violence, and support the emotional, social, and educational well-being of your Black constituents. I
urge you to condemn police brutality, racial profiling, and the use of excessive force by police on oppressed
communities, and show with your budget priorities that you actually care about a safe and healthy community

.

Sincerely,
Tiffany Santa
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Morris, Carolyn
Lois Waiden < lawaiden@me.com>
Saturday, June 20, 2020 1:22 PM
County Legislators
Morris, Carolyn
public comment

From:
Sent:

To:
Cc:

Subject:
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This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or

.
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:

:

To whom it may concern

" Dutchess needs to reconsider. Post-Covid, the county' s financial situation is dire-the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and

.

unless direct federal aid arrives, the county will need to borrow later this year to cover basic operations Layoffs and cuts to services
seem inevitable. At the same time, nationwide protests for racial justice are challenging us to rethink our society's outsized
spending on law enforcement and incarceration. This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail, burden taxpayers,
and divert money from other urgent priorities." I could not have said this any better than it has been said

.

What I can say, that hasn't been said, is we are in the middle of a mental health crisis, a drug crisis, a spousal abuse crisis, a homeless
crisis, and you want to build a jail that will cost over ten million dollars annually Instead of taking that money and using it for social
causes that could help Dutchess County become a leader of social justice, a beacon of hope for al! those disenfranchised individuals
who need our emotional and financial support. We do not need this jail. We need to throw away the keys of incarceration and help
every single person who needs our support by giving our support in ways our federal government is too myopic to understand We
are not the federal government We are a state, we are a state with a heart, with a mind, and with a conscience We know what is
right, and what is right is defunding this jail project right now.

.

.

.

If this bill passes, there are many of us who will be upended by this decision, and we will not be silent We have
enough devastatingly difficult fiscal issues in New York. We do not need another issue, especially one that represents the greed and
utter corruption of our fractured federal government. I hope New York stands in solidarity with the new wave that is sweeping
across our country: a wave of consciousness, compassion, and courage.

Please consider the perils of building this prison at this time. Please be courageous, and remember we, the people, need Dutchess
County to be a beacon to those who need support so they might survive during this unprecedented time,

Thank you for considering an alternative plan of action
Lois Walden
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Morris, Carolyn
Jamie Reeves <jamie.j.reeves@ ao!.com>
Saturday, June 20, 2020 3:34 PM
Jamie, %(
Police

From:
Sent:

To:
Subject:

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders
or unexpected emails

.

.

It is absolutely imperative that we defund the police It is absolutely imperative that both no knock, and quick knock
warrants are completely outlawed. It is absolutely imperative that police misconduct investigations be done by a party
not within, or sympathizing with the police department. It is absolutely imperative that we demilitarize the police. It is
absolutely imperative that SWAT teams don't exist. It is absolutely imperative we do not bring military tactics of police
forces into the homes of people. It is absolutely imperative that we defund the police.
It is absolutely imperative that you stop learning all you know about police presence from police chiefs and police
officers. It is absolutely imperative that you listen to the Black community It is absolutely imperative that you know that
they will not want to talk to you. It is absolutely imperative that you know that they will not trust you. It is absolutely
imperative that you then work harder to understand Police are violent There is no ifs, ands, or buts. The presence of
police is violence The tactics of police are violence Your enabling of police is violence It is absolutely imperative that
you are not violent towards your constituents. It is absolutely imperative that you serve your constituents

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

Serve the people you were elected to represent Do good for the people you were elected to represent Defund the
police for the people you were elected to represent.
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Morris, Carolyn
Laura Casaregola < lclauracas@ gmai!.com >
Saturday, June 20, 2020 4:28 PM
CountyLegislature
Defund Police, and Fund Community

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

.

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source Do not open attachments or dick on links from unknown senders
or unexpected emails.
Dear Dutchess County Legislature,

Hi, my name is Laura Casaregola and I am a resident of Hopewell Junction. I am asking you to reallocate money away
from the Dutchess County Sheriffs Department, which disproportionately targets Black residents. From traffic stops, to
arrests, to the use of lethal force, Dutchess County Sheriffs Department targets nonwhite residents at a rate far
exceeding their share of the population. Much scholarship shows that a living wage, access to health services and
treatment, educational opportunity, and stable housing are far more successful at promoting community safety than

.

policing and prisons

Dutchess County is currently allocating $ 54,665,818 of its budget to the Sheriff and Jail, $18,041,128 to Probation and
$1,312,183 to Juvenile Detention, totaling $74,304,402 (14.5%) toward programs that have little benefit to the
community All the while only allocating $49,520,574 (9.6%) toward public education from Pre-School through
Community College, $46,379,552 (9%) to the Department of Behavioral & Community Health, and $11,668,951 (0.02%)
,215,670 (0.002%) was allocated to the
to our already inadequate Public Transportation system. Additionally, only $1
Agency Partner Grant Program which includes many of the programs that support the community in meaningful ways
such as housing, restorative justice, food access, literacy, and much more. This means that Dutchess County is allocating
nearly the same amount of funding to policing and incarceration as it is to ali of these other programs combined.

.

.

This is an unacceptable disparity in funding It stands to reason that a greater number of residents can benefit from
access to healthcare, education, and transportation in their communities than they can from police presence and
incarceration. As such, I demand a meaningful reallocation of these funds towards healthcare and social programs that
truly benefit the community.
Sincerely,
Laura Casaregola
20 Prentiss Drive
Hopewell Junction, NY 12533
lclauracas@gmail.com
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:

Jamie Reeves <jamie.j.reeves@aol.com>
Sunday, June 21, 2020 5:24 AM
Jamie. $4

Subject:

DEFUND

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders
or unexpected emails.

.

It is necesary to defund police in order to create safer community I know it may be scary to dismantle a police
department in your little frame of reality, but it is scarier that police regularly terrorize and murder citizens
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Morris, Carolyn
Roshni Saxena < roshni@vt.edu >
Sunday, June 21, 2020 3:54 PM
sheriffbutch@gmail.com; countyexec; CountyLegislature; Kendall, Bradford; comptroller;
DistrictAttorney; jbaisley@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov;
jrenihan@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; bill.carlos@aof.com;
jlopez@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; Michaelcifone@aoI.com;
mwoolever@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; ashershin@yahoo.com;
fsalvatore@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; mayor @cityofpoughkeepsie.com;
CommonCouncilMembers@cityofpoughkeepsie.com; TPape@ cityofpoughkeepsie.com;
superintendent@ poughkeepsieschools.org; boe@ poughkeepsieschools.org
Reallocate Police Budget
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To Poughkeepsie Officials:

.

My name is Roshni and I am a resident of Dutchess County, NY

Given the historic, social, and political origins of police and policing, in conjunction with the recent nationwide protests
reflecting the police murders of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Tony McDade I am contacting you because I am
demanding you to redirect money away Poughkeepsie policing and prioritize community services that will help improve
the economic conditions, health, and wellbeing of Poughkeepsie residents, especially our Black communities.

Teachers are at serious risk of losing their positions as well the youth losing the essential human right to learn and
receive a sound education. As such, the Poughkeepsie City School District has stated the following:

The Poughkeepsie City School District is proposing to eliminate 48 positions, including teachers, administrators and
support staff, as it attempts to erase a $2.6 million deficit for its 2020-21 budget The board voted Wednesday to
eliminate positions for elementary assistant principals, the Poughkeepsie High School dean of students, the assistant to
the superintendent and a position that had yet to be filled for the director of grants and advancement

.

.

Superintendent Eric Rosser said the cuts, most of which have yet to be voted on, are necessary to overcome financial
challenges that include decreases in state aid, the loss of building aid, increases in operating costs, and other financial
obligations Some, but not all, of those losses are related to hardships created by the coronavirus pandemic

.

.

He said as the administration continues to finalize its budget he may have to consider more eliminations. School budget
votes, which were to take place May 19, were delayed until a date to be determined after June 1.

"Of course in this district we are not looking to take away valuable members of our organization that support student
learning, but it is our hope that we would be able to retain our staff members, because each member is in the position
to meet the varying needs of our children," Rosser said to the district board of ed ucation Wednesday. "Unfortunately,
given our budgetary situation we are forced to move in this direction, it is not a good direction that I, as a
superintendent, or even as an educator, woitfd recommend. However, when you don't have the ability to meet people’s

.

payroll or salary you have to move in the direction of a -budget that we will be able to meet the payroll "
When contacted by the Journal, Board President Felicia Watson declined to answer questions regarding the moves, but
said "The board awaits the presentation of the final budget that the superintendent will be holistically presenting soon."
ISO

The layoffs, if approved, would include 27 teacher positions, 11 administrator positions, and 10 support staff positions,
48
^s well as the restructuring of some central office positions. Rosser noted the eliminations do not necessarily mean
staff members will be laid off, given some positions are vacant due to retirements and other transitions.
,

Administrative positions eliminated would include the P-Tech program principal, the PACE (Poughkeepsie Academic
and Career Excellence) program principal, the PACE assistant principal, the high school dean of students, five elementary
assistant principals, the assistant to the superintendent, and the director of grants and advancement.

The proposed layoffs would result in around $3 million of savings. Rosser said the eliminations are likely to happen
given the economic uncertainty amid the pandemic, and the district could see more eliminations as the budget is
finalized.
When asked by the board at the meeting how the schools will continue to provide services, Rosser did not have an
answer.
In addition to the lack of funding in schools, County Executive Marc Molinaro has reported that 2019 was a strong
"fiscal’' year, in particular response to the COVtD 19 pandemic, stating:

-

"Expenses totaled $471.2 million, while revenue added up to $472.6 million. Additionally, sales tax revenue increased
by $9.1 million, a 4.6% increase over 2018. The county also ended the fiscal year with $ 56.9 million in its general fund
balance."

"..

.

Moreover, .[rjevenues increased in 2019, even as expenditures also increased in several areas That included a $7.6
million cost increase to the Dutchess County Sheriff's Employee Association for union contract settlements, positions,

employee benefits and debt service. "

Ultimately, the allocation of funds to the Poughkeepsie Police Department in contrast to the funding towards schools, is
telling and disgraceful I yearn to know what you will do to protect Black lives and prevent further instances of policestate-sanctioned violence, and support the emotional, social, and educational well-being of your Black constituents.
I urge you to condemn police brutality, racial profiling, and the use of excessive force by police on oppressed
communities, and show with your budget priorities that you actually care about a safe and healthy community.

Yours truly,
Roshni Saxena

.

B S. Computer Science
Virginia Tech1 2023
She / her / hers
roshni(5) vt.edu | Linkedln
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Morris, Carolyn
Anthony Batey < abatey@ berklee.edu >
Sunday, June 21, 2020 9:41 PM
Countylegislature; Llaverias, Giancario; Sagliano, Don; Polasek, Michael; Black, Hannah;
Keith, Thomas L; Edwards, Rebecca; Truitt, Will; Brendli, Craig; Johnson, Randy;
jeterb@ hvcrr.com; Kearney, Brennan; Metzger, John D.; Bolner, Donna; Paoioni, Lisa;
Cavaccini, Joseph; Zemike, Frits; McHoul, Douglas A.; Page, Nick; Pulver, Gregg; Munn,
Kristofer; Caswell, Stephen; Garito, Faye; Hauser, Edward; Surman, Alan; Houston,
Deirdre; countyexec; Morris, Carolyn
Defund Dutchess County PD

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders
or unexpected emails

.

Dear Dutchess County Legislature,

I am asking you to reallocate money away from the Dutchess County Sheriffs Department, which disproportionately
targets Black residents. From traffic stops, to arrests, to the use of lethal force, Dutchess County Sheriffs Department
targets nonwhite residents at a rate far exceeding their share of the population Much scholarship shows that a living
wage, access to health services and treatment, educational opportunity, and stable housing are far more successful at
promoting community safety than policing and prisons.

.

Dutchess County is currently allocating $54,665,818 of its budget to the Sheriff and Jail, $18,041,128 to Probation and
$1,312,183 to Juvenile Detention, totaling $74,304,402 (14.5%) toward programs that have little benefit to the
community. All the while only allocating $49,520,574 (9:6%) toward public education from Pre-School through
Community College, $46,379,552 (9%) to the Department of Behavioral & Community Health, and $11,668,951 (0.02%)
to our already inadequate Public Transportation system. Additionally, only $1,215,670 (0.002%) was allocated to the
Agency Partner Grant Program which includes many of the programs that support the community in meaningful ways
such as housing, restorative justice, food access, literacy, and much more. This means that Dutchess County is allocating
nearly the same amount of funding to policing and incarceration as it is to all of these other programs combined.

This is an unacceptable disparity in funding. It stands to reason that a greater number of residents can benefit from
access to healthcare, education, and transportation in their communities than they can from police presence and
incarceration. As such, I demand a meaningful reallocation of these funds towards healthcare and social programs that
truly benefit the community. Racism and white supremacy have gone unchecked and been swept under the rug in this
country far too many times for far too long. In order to truly work towards breaking down the barriers of systemic
racism in this country, we must overhaul public safety entirely. The police must be defunded and, ultimately, abolished.
It is time that you, the lawmakers, take immediate action. Set a precedent. Do not only what is right, but what is needed.
Sincerely,
Tony Batey
330- 241-8775

*The 2020 Adopted Budget Appropriations document for Dutchess County is publicly available at
https://www.dutchessny.gov/Departments/County-Legislature/Docs/2020- Adopted-Budget.pdf

179

Morris, Carolyn
Prudence Posner < prueposner@ gmail.com>
Monday, June 22, 2020 9:00 AM
Morris, Carolyn
County Legislators
PUBLIC COMMENT
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I strongly urge the Dutchess County Legislature to rescind the bond for the proposed County

Jail.
1. The bond for the proposed jail is harmful to the financial well-being of Dutchess
County taxpayers The $130 million estimated cost for this jail will add millions of
dollars in debt service to the County's annual budget for the foreseeable future.
2. The bond for the proposed jail is harmful to the health and welfare of all county
residents Public and mental health appropriations have already been cut by $13
million. We can expect additional cuts to services necessitated by the project's annual

.

.

debt service cost.
3. The jail is harmful to those who will be unjustly and unnecessarily incarcerated,
simply to fill the proposed 328 new beds. Crime in Dutchess County has steadily
decreased, and the New York State Bail and Discovery Reform taws mandate less
expensive and far more effective alternatives to incarceration.
The unanswered question, then, is who benefits from this expensive and unnecessary
project ? Clearly not the Dutchess County taxpayers, not the residents and businesses of
Dutchess County, and not those in need of services which will be replaced by incarceration.
Prudence S. Posner
39 N. Chestnut Street
Beacon, NY 12508
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Morris Carolyn
Will Francome < wfrancome@gmail.com>
Monday, June 22, 2020 9:01 AM
Morris, Carolyn; County Legislators
Public Comment: New Jail

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

••

.
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unexpected emails,
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In regards to the building of a new jail in Dutchess county:

1 personally feel that with the pressures of a global pandemic and an ongoing recession, that the last thing we
should be doing is building a new jail which is going to cost an astronomical amount of money. Especially as
we see the world's attention focused on issues of disparity in our criminal justice system, I would much rather
see our taxes put towards mental health, education, supporting medical staff and any number of more positive
uses. I don't think that a few hundred new jail cells, many of which will sit empty is the best use of the county’s
much needed funds at the moment.
Thanks, Will Francome

Will Francome
Director, Camera, Producer, Editor
www.willfrancome.com
+44 (0)7738015981 - UK
+1 (516) 493 6601 - US
@will
@will

francome docs
reelnice
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Susan Scheid < sejscheid@gmail.com>
Monday, June 22, 2020 10:06 AM

countyexec; County Legislators
Bolner, Donna
Public Comment and Request to County Executive Molinaro and the Dutchess County
Legislature re the Jail Expansion Project

Dear County Executive Molinaro and County Legislators:
I am writing as a follow-up to Legislator Donna Seiner's reply to my public comment on the status of the jail expansion
and the resolutions that are to come before the Legislature on this issue in July The two resolutions are as follows:

.

* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature ’s 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction

* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of part of
the current space, jaii-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.
I want first to thank Legislator Bolner for her prompt and courteous responses to my e-mails.

In her response, Legislator Bolner stated:

"As with all resolutions I am open to understanding the full impacts before voting. I will continue to ask questions

regarding proposed resolutions, however until a letter from NYS Department of Corrections is received by the county
stating that it is not required to improve the correction center, the county must improve what we have I am not sure
yet how this mandate by the state is being addressed by the sponsors of the resolution."

.

While I anticipate the legislators offering the resolutions will be able to address Legislator Bolner’s concerns
satisfactorily, I want now to advise of my own understanding of the current circumstances, which have changed
dramatically from the time the jail project was first broached .
In its Annual Report for 2018, the New York State Commission of Correction (COC) stated: "The Commission approved
continuation of a variance which provides 200 additional temporary beds { modular housing unitsj-to assist the county
with overcrowding. Such approval is predicated on the county's continued efforts to address the jail's overcrowding."
At the time, it is my understanding the jail population was above 400. Today, in the wake of bail reform, the pods are no
longer in use, pre-trial detention for misdemeanors has fallen precipitously, and the jail population is now about 130. In
addition, over 60% of those entering the jail, before bail reform, had documented mental health or addiction issues As
many of these individuals are no longer in the jail before trial, it is, more than ever, criticaily important to shift resources
to support them in the community. With regard to Legislator Bolner's direct concern, it is my understanding that, while
the Legislature does need COC approval for any plan going forward, including approval of the design and staffing plan,
the COC does not tell counties how big their jails need to be

.

.

In addition, to reiterate the concerns I raised in my initial public comment, the time is ripe for reconsideration of the jail
project for several reasons:
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>The jai! would be the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more than ail other
county capital spending combined, with bond repayment extending into the 2040s

.

>Post-Covid, the county’s financial situation is dire —the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal
aid arrives, the county will need to borrow later this year to cover basic operations. Layoffs and cuts to
essential services
seem inevitable.
>This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities,
For
example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism and
need for
mental health services are also on the rise. Yet the current budget has reduced spending on these services,
as well as on
much-needed youth programs

.

Additionally, the jail project should be reconsidered in light of the Governor's Police Reform and
Reinvention
Collaborative, which requires police forces to adopt a plan by April 1, 2021, to be eligible for future state
funding and
certify that they have:

>Engaged stakeholders in a public and open process on policing strategies and tools;

>Presented a plan, by chief executive and head of the local police force, to the public for comment;
>After consideration of any comments, presented such plan to the local legislative body (council or legislature as
appropriate) which has approved such plan (by either local law or resolution); and

>lf such local government does not certify the plan, the police force may not be eligible to receive future state funding.
I urge Dutchess County to seize this moment to truly reimage public safety. In developing its plan, 1 urge
the County,
among other things, to expand community services that are prevention-oriented, such as youth
programs; to provide
non-criminalized support for those with addiction and mental health issues, and to prioritize implementing and
investing
in all possible measures that reduce or eliminate the need to incarcerate individuals better served by other
supports and
services

.

For all the reasons stated above,I urge each and every Legislator to vote in support of the above-stated
resolutions Of
course, if there is other information of which I and alf those who are concerned about these issues
should be aware, I
hope you will pass it on.

.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.
Respectfully submitted,
Susan Scheid

Town of LaGrange
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Kristen Hendrickson < kthen55 @gmail.com >
Monday, June 22, 2020 3:42 PM
Kristen Hendrickson
Black Lives Matter

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or dick on links from unknown senders
or unexpected emaiis.
To Poughkeepsie Officials:

.

My name is Kristen and I am a resident of the City of Poughkeepsie

Given the historic, social, and political origins of police and policing, in conjunction with the recent nationwide protests
reflecting the police murders of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Tony McDade I am contacting you because I am
demanding you to redirect money away Poughkeepsie policing and prioritize community services that wiil help improve
the economic conditions, health, and wellbeing of Poughkeepsie residents, especially our Black communities.

Teachers are at serious risk of losing their positions as well the youth losing the essentia! human right to learn and
receive a sound education. As such, the Poughkeepsie City School District has stated the following:
The Poughkeepsie City School District is proposing to eliminate 48 positions, including teachers, administrators and
supportstaff, as it attempts to erase a $2.6 million deficit for its 2020-21 budget. The board voted Wednesday to
eliminate positions for elementary assistant principals, the Poughkeepsie High School dean of students, the assistant to
the superintendent and a position that had yet to be filled for the director of grants and advancement.

Superintendent Eric Rosser said the cuts, most of which have yet to be voted on, are necessary to overcome financial
challenges that include decreases in state aid, the loss of building aid, increases in operating costs, and other financial
obligations. Some, but not all, of those losses are related to hardships created by the coronavirus pandemic.

.

He said as the administration continues to finalize its budget he may have to consider more eliminations School budget
votes, which were to take place May 19, were delayed until a date to be determined after June 1

.

"Of course in this district we are not looking to take away valuable members of our organization that support student
learning, but it is our hope that we would be able to retain our staff members, because each member is in the position
to meet the varying needs of our children," Rosser said to the district board of education Wednesday. " Unfortunately,

given our budgetary situation we are forced to move in this direction, it is not a good direction that I, as a
superintendent, or even as an educator, would recommend However, when you don't have the ability to meet people 's
payroll or salary you have to move in the direction of a budget that we will be able to meet the payroll "

.

.

When contacted by the Journal, Board President Felicia Watson declined to answer questions regarding the moves, but
said "The board awaits the presentation of the final budget that the superintendent will be holistically presenting soon."

The layoffs, if approved, would include 27 teacher positions, 11 administrator positions, and 10 support staff positions,
as well as the restructuring of some central office positions. Rosser noted the eliminations do not necessarily mean 48
staff members will be laid off, given some positions are vacant due to retirements and other transitions.
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Administrative positions eliminated would include the P-Tech program principal, the PACE (Poughkeepsie Academic and
Career Excellence) program principal, the PACE assistant principal, the high school dean of students, five elementary
assistant principals, the assistant to the superintendent, and the director of grants and advancement.

.

The proposed layoffs would result in around $3 million of savings Rosser said the eliminations are likely to happen given
the economic uncertainty amid the pandemic, and the district could see more eliminations as the budget is finalized.
When asked by the board at the meeting how the schools will continue to provide services, Rosser did not have an
answer.

In addition to the lack of funding in schools, County Executive Marc Moiinaro has reported that 2019 was a strong
"fiscal" year, in particular response to the COVID-19 pandemic, stating:

"Expenses totaled $ 471.2 million, while revenue added up to $472.6 million. Additionally, sales tax revenue increased by
$9.1 million, a 4.6% increase over 2018. The county also ended the fiscal year with $56.9 million in its general fund

balance."

Moreover, "...[rjevenues increased in 2019, even as expenditures also increased in several areas. That included a $7.6
million cost increase to the Dutchess County Sheriffs Employee Association for union contract settlements, positions,
employee benefits and debt service."

Ultimately, the allocation of funds to the Poughkeepsie Police Department in contrast to the funding towards schools, is
telling and disgraceful I yearn to know what you will do to protect Black lives and prevent further instances of policestate-sanctioned violence, and support the emotional, social, and educational well-being of your Black constituents. I
urge you to condemn police brutality, racial profiling, and the use of excessive force by police on oppressed
communities, and show with your budget priorities that you actually care about a safe and healthy community.

.

Sincerely,
Kristen Hendrickson
23 S. Clover St. Apt , 4
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
Kthen55 @gmail.com
845-337-2946

Sent from my iPhone
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Morris, Carolyn
Jamie Reeves <jamie.j.reeves@aoi.com >
Monday, June 22, 2020 5:01 PM
Jamie.
Defunding

From:
Sent:

To:
Subject:

.

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders
or unexpected emails

.

Hello,
I am writing today because I believe it is of upmost importance that we defund the police. We should adopt a safer and
more comprehensive interpretation of public safety. I ask for this because I would like to see a permanent and total end
to police violence, and the mere presence of police is in itself, violence

.

Signed,
Jamie Reeves
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Morris, Carolyn

.

Victoria Mayes < victoriamayes14@ gmail com>
Monday, June 22, 2020 5:10 PM
County Legislators
Morris, Carolyn
Public Comment

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

ATTENTION: This email came from on external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or .
.. .
unexpected emails
- v
V y V.
.
I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for a new jail.
The jail would be the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more than all other county
capital spending combined, with bond repayment extending into the 2040s. Post-Covid, the county’s financial situation
is dire the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid arrives, the county will need to borrow

^

-

.

'

—

later this year to cover basic operations. Layoffs and cuts to essential services seem inevitable.

This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities. For
example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism and mental
health needs are also on the rise Yet the current budget has reduced in spending on these services, as well as on muchneeded youth programs.

.

.

Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there New York's bail and discovery reform laws have dramatically
reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jail population ( around 130 now; two years ago, over 400). More people
charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction and mental-health
diagnoses Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into homeless shelters and expand alternatives
to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and reimagine public safety.

.

-

For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July:

* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of

.

part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities

Respectfully submitted

Victoria Mayes

Victoria Mayes
Writer /Editor
845.758.3136
845.702.2004 cell
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Morris, Carolyn
Mia Barbuto < mbarbuto21@icloud.com>
Monday, June 22, 2020 5:17 PM
Morris, Carolyn
County Legislators
public comment for july board mtg

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

.
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ipy - - -:
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Dear Dutchess County Legislature,

Hi, my name is Mia Barbuto and I am a resident of Red Hook, NY. I recently got word that Dutchess County is scheduled

.

to continue with new construction of an almost $200 million jail this Fail Building this jail would perpetuate a racially
bias system within this country There is a vital movement happening right now for black lives within this country, and
building this jail would build onto systemic racism within the country Moreso, the jail would cost taxpayers almost $10

.

.

million per year. Building this new jail would also increase the amount of people incarcerated. Right now the population
in the jail is 130, when it was 400 two years ago. Building a new jail means filling up that new jail with up to 328 people.
Put these funds toward mental health spending, education, and community in order to actually take CARE of your
community. This will protect all.

Sincerely,
Mia Barbuto
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Morris, Carolyn
countyexec

From:

Tuesday, June 23, 2020 2:29 PM
Pat Lamanna; County Legislators
RE: County Jail

Sent:
To:

Subject:

Dear Pat,

.

Thank you for your email Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains our
priority. The County has heavily invested in access to mental health services with the building of the Stabilization Center,
a 24/7 walk-in facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive crisis counseling, mental health
assessments, and peer advocacy. In addition to the Stabilization Center, the Department of Behavioral and Community
Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including our call or text service HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis Intervention
Team, which can go directly into the community to aid individuals in crisis.
The County partners with local school districts to incorporate Second Step, a social-emotional learning program that
focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem-solving, and substance-abuse prevention all of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have also dedicated resources
to family stability by increasing family-based foster care placements, offering parent coaching, and providing homevisiting to high-risk families. A strong, stable, and reliable family structure supports positive social-emotional
development and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration
Additionally, we remain committed to our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical components, needed
resources, and effective programs to start our children on a- path to stability, security, and success. In 2019 the County
began implementing the first set of initiatives, including a Foster Care Mentoring program and expanding youth
employment programs beyond the summer. We have also supported the youth services through our Agency Partner
Grant. Over the past eight years, over $7 million has been allocated to critical programs and services in our community
through this program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth programs— anti-bullying, workforce development,
literacy, and more.
These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to support young people
and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system. However, Section 217 of the New York State County Law still
mandates that a county maintain a jail. Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and those who provide
services to this population deserve a modern facility designed for the purpose of rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency.
The new Justice and Transition Center will provide:
• greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as providing cost
savings;
opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in a light-filled and safe environment that is more
the
•
conducive to positive behavioral change; and
• the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential to
decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses (ex.
transitional housing).
These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resulting in annual savings of nearly A.lmillion. Costsavings primarily come in the form of the reductions to required staff and increases in the inmate to correctional officer
ratio resulting from efficient design elements on the planned facility. The capital costs are an investment in future
annualized operational savings allowing us to save money and focus spending in other areas. Additionally, ending the
Justice and Transition Center project would require significant investment in the current jail facility, specifically the 1995
and 1984 sections. Further, with $60 million already bonded for the project, over $3 million in debt service will still -need
to be paid annually.
Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020. The legislation significantly impacted
the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County Jail. Additionally, before the
implementation of the 2019 criminal justice reform, Dutchess County had reduced our jail population by 30 percent over

.

^
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a five year period through initiatives designed to divert lower risk and/or mentally ill defendants from jail, including
building our Stabilization Center; providing Crisis Intervention Training (CIT) to law enforcement; and utilizing a
sophisticated array of evidenced-based pretrial diversion practices. Given these factors, the design of the new Justice
and Transition Center was reduced by over 200 beds.
We recognize the changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only a legal
obligation, but a moral one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing incarcerated
individuals, as well as provide rehabilitative programming shown to reduce recidivism and improve outcomes. The
Justice and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing millions in annualized cost savings.
I appreciate your interest in this topic, and I hope I have addressed some, in not all, of your concerns

.

Marcus J. Molinaro
Dutchess County Executive
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845-486-2000 phone
845-486-2021 fax
Email: countvexec(S> dutchessny.gov

www.dutchessnv.gov

.

From: Pat Lamanna <patla42 (S>gmai! com>
Sent: Tuesday, June 23, 2020 9:53 AM
To: County Legislators <CountyLegislators@ dutchessny.gov>; countyexec <countyexec@ dutchessny gov>

.

Subject: County Jail

4-.

.
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I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for
a new jail. The jail would be the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more
than ail other county capital spending combined, with bond repayment extending into the 2040s. Post-Covid,
the county’s financial situation is dire—-the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid
arrives, the county will need to borrow later this year to cover basic operations. Layoffs and cuts to essential
services seem inevitable.

This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities.
For example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism
and mental health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these
services, as well as on much-needed youth programs.
Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York’s bail and discovery reform laws have
dramatically reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago, over
400). More people charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction
and mental health diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into homeless
shelters and expand alternatives to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and reimagine
public safety.

-

For these reasons, I support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July:
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature' s 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
162

* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of
part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities ,
Respectfully submitted,
Pat Lamanna
5 Van Ct , Hyde Park, NY 12538
845-309 3853

-
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
Subject:

Emily Chao < edc55 @ cornell.edu>
Tuesday, June 23, 2020 11:00 AM
Please act now.

ATTENTION : This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

mm

Please act now to confront and strategically disassemble modern systemic
white supremacy and anti- black racism and their lingering historic effects.
Please criminalize anti- black racism.
Please process all police corruption, brutality, and racism cases without
bail.

Please get a reparations for Black slavery Act passed.
Please add blatant historic and systemic modern anti- black racism, white
supremacy, and privilege into public school k-12 curriculum. Please
include in historic education the Black massacres and Black lynching
stories with the alleged accusations that sparked them. Please include the
long term psychological and social impacts and their connection to
internal bias.

Please.
Emily
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Morris, Carolyn

.

Dick, Laurel < dicklaur @grinneil edu >
Tuesday, June 23, 2020 11:44 AM
County Legislators
Morris, Carolyn
public comment

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

.

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
'
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unexpected emails
-

.

.

My name is Laurie Dick, a resident of Beacon, and 1 support the bills to rescind the jail bond and form a
commission to research alternatives to this ridiculously expensive plan Our County has so many needs which
badly need adequate funding: higher education, medical care, mental health services, substance abuse
treatment, public transportation, and food & shelter insecurity to name only a few. As we all know, those

.

needs have only grown with the COVID pandemic.

The fact that this body would even CONSIDER going forward with this project at this time is shocking to me $132 million put on the shoulders of Dutchess County taxpayers with $5 to $10 million in yearly debt service
would be a mistake we would regret for decades to come.
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Morris, Carolyn
Suzi Chafetz <suziqxOx@aim.com >
Tuesday, June 23, 2020 1:13 PM
Black, Hannah
Concerned Dutchess County Resident

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

.

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders
or unexpected emails.

Dear Dutchess County Legislature,

.

Hi, my name is Suzanne Schiaffo and I am a resident of Wappingers Falls I am asking you to reallocate money away from
the Dutchess County Sheriffs Department, which disproportionately targets Black residents From traffic stops, to
arrests, to the use of lethal force, Police and Sheriffs Departments nation wide target nonwhite residents at a rate far
exceeding their share of the population Much scholarship shows that a living wage, access to health services and
treatment, educational opportunity, and stable housing are far more successful at promoting community safety than
policing and prisons

.

.

.

Dutchess County is currently allocating $ 54,665,818 of its budget to the Sheriff and Jail, $18,041,128 to Probation and
$1,312,183 to Juvenile Detention, totaling $74,304,402 (14.5%) toward programs that have little benefit to the
community Ail the while only allocating $49,520,574 (9.6%) toward public education from Pre-School through
Community College, $46,379,552 (9%) to the Department of Behavioral & Community Health, and $11,668,951 (0.02%)
,215,670 (0.002%) was allocated to the
to our already inadequate Public Transportation system. Additionally, only $1
the community in meaningful ways
support
that
programs
Agency Partner Grant Program which includes many of the
such as housing, restorative justice, food access, literacy, and much more. This means that Dutchess County is allocating
nearly the same amount of funding to policing and incarceration as it is to all of these other programs combined.

.

This is an unacceptable disparity in funding. It stands to reason that a greater number of residents can benefit from
access to healthcare, education, and transportation in their communities than they can from police presence and
incarceration. As such, I demand a meaningful reallocation of these funds towards healthcare and social programs that
truly benefit the community.
Sincerely,
Suzanne Schiaffo
PO Box 321
Chelsea, NY 12512

Sent from my iPhone
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Morris, Carolyn
Vicki Fox < vicki831@ earthlink.net >
Tuesday, June 23, 2020 2:12 PM
County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
Do not continue spending money to expand Dutchess jail

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

-

.
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Dear Legislators:

, , ,

,

,

This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail, burden taxpayers, and divert
money from other urgent priorities. New York's bail and discovery reform laws have dramatically
reduced pre-trial incarceration and thus the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago, over
400). More people charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based treatment for
addiction and mental health diagnoses.

-

Why not use this taxpayer money to help the homeless have their own studio apartments? Or to
better fund food pantries? Or to help school districts make up what promises to be draconian cuts in
state aid next year ?

Please rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail
construction. Please research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail. More jail space is
CERTAINLY NOT the first thing Dutchess County should be doing with this taxpayer money.
Yours,

Vicki Fox
Beacon
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:

To:
Subject:

Muriel Horowitz < Muriel@ murielhorowitz,com>
Tuesday, June 23, 2020 2:46 PM
County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
Jail expansion

ATTENTION. This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknovm senders or

.

Thank you to those who support NOT expanding the jail I hope the rest of you will consider the info in this letter and
take it to heart.
Dear Dutchess County Legislators :

I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for
a new jail. The jail would be the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more
than all other county capital spending combined, with bond repayment extending into the 2040s. Post-Covid,
the county's financial situation is dire—the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid
arrives, the county will need to borrow later this year to cover basic operations. Layoffs and cuts to essential
services seem inevitable.
This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities.
For example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism
and mental health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these
services, as well as on much-needed youth programs.
Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York's bail and discovery reform laws have
dramatically reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago, over
400), More people charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction
and mental-health diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into homeless
shelters and expand alternatives to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and reimagine
public safety.

For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July:
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature' s 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of
part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.
Respectfully submitted,
Muriel W Horowitz
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

.

V: “

Amy Rothstein < amy.rothstein5 @gmaiLcom>
Tuesday, June 23, 2020 5:12 PM
County Legislators
Morris, Carolyn
Public Comment (Proposed County Jaii)

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source, Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or . v
:
unexpected emails.
:

Dear Legislators:

I write to urge you to re-consider your plans to build a large, expensive jail in our County. Particularly at this time of
criminal justice reform, including alternatives to incarceration, it seems foolhardy in the extreme to borrow more than $130
million that the residents - and voters - of Dutchess County will be paying off for years. The debt service alone will rival
and exceed the annual costs of critical projects like public transit and infrastructure repairs,
Our County is doing well in so many ways. Please do not drag us down with an outdated plan to spend an exorbitant
amount of money on a huge jail,

Thank you for your consideration of my views, which I believe are shared by so many of my neighbors.

Respectfully ,

Amy Rothstein

Pine Plains
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Morris, Carolyn
Steven Turco < stvnturco@ gmail.com>
Wednesday, June 24, 2020 9:25 AM
County Legislators

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Morris, Carolyn
Jail Expansion

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders
or unexpected emails

.

Hello,

.

My name is Steven Turco and I’ve been a Dutchess County resident my whole life I'm writing to you all about the new
jail that is being built.
I am aware that some inmates have been sent elsewhere to be jailed and this alone seems to have led to the idea of a
new jail

.

The stabilization center seems to help certain cases as opposed to sending people to sit in jail and await trial. I believe
there should be more funding for programs like this as opposed to building a new jail.
But above all, i believe that community involvement such as community building programs and support systems for
those in need of them could lead to less people incarcerated and, in turn, no need for a new jail.

I hope you will take my opinion into account and that there are already discussions concerning the new jail and it's
necessity

.

Thank you,
Steven Turco
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

.

Greg Johnston < greg.johnston@ nyu edu>
Wednesday, June 24, 2020 10:15 AM
County Legislators

Morris, Carolyn
public comment

ATTENTION:; This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknownsenders or
.
.. . ,
unexpected emails .
My name is Greg Johnston and I am a resident of Beacon, NY I am writing to ask that Dutchess County rescind the
remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction Thankfully, times are changing We
are incarcerating fewer of our fellow Dutchess county residents. We are recognizing that money can be better spent
providing social services, counseling, and housing for our neighbors rather than locking them away.

.

.

.

.

This is an amazing opportunity to shift funds from incarceration to rehabilitation. Let 's not let this opportunity pass.
Thank you!
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Melissa Arboleda < meIissaarboleda717@gmail.com>
Wednesday, June 24, 2020 1:28 PM
CountyLegislature
Budget Information

.

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders
or unexpected emails.
Good afternoon!

I am trying to find the budget for our county on the website but can't seem to. Could you point me to where i can access
it and/or charts about how the budget is distributed in our communities?

Thank you,
Melissa Arboleda
Wappingers Falls Resident
Sent from my iPhone
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Morris, Carolyn
Maria Moiioy <mariamrnolioy@ gmail.com>
Wednesday, June 24, 2020 2:10 PM
CountyLegislature
It's Time to Reallocate the Funds of the Dutchess County Sheriff's Department

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

.

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders
or unexpected emails

.

Dear Dutchess County Legislature,

Hi, my name is Maria Molloy and I am a resident of Poughkeepsie and a student at Marist College. I am asking you to
reallocate money away from the Dutchess County Sheriffs Department, which disproportionately targets Black
residents. From traffic stops, to arrests, to the use of lethal force, Dutchess County Sheriffs Department targets
nonwhite residents at a rate far exceeding their share of the population Much scholarship shows that a living wage,
access to health services and treatment, educational opportunity, and stable housing are far more successful at
promoting community safety than policing and prisons.

.

Dutchess County is currently allocating $ 54,665,818 of its budget to the Sheriff and Jail, $18,041,128 to Probation and
$1,312,183 to Juvenile Detention, totaling $74,304,402 (14.5%) toward programs that have little benefit to the
community. All the while only allocating $49,520,574 (9.6%) toward public education from Pre-School through
Community College, $ 46,379,552 (9%) to the Department of Behavioral & Community Health, and $11,668,951 (0.02%)
to our already inadequate Public Transportation system Additionally, only $1,215,670 (0.002%) was allocated to the
Agency Partner Grant Program which includes many of the programs that support the community in meaningful ways
such as housing, restorative justice, food access, literacy, and much more. This means that Dutchess County is allocating
nearly the same amount of funding to policing and incarceration as it is to all of these other programs combined .

.

This is an unacceptable disparity in funding. It stands to reason that a greater number of residents can benefit from
access to healthcare, education, and transportation in their communities than they can from police presence and
incarceration. As such, I demand a meaningful reallocation of these funds towards healthcare and social programs that
truly benefit the community.
Sincerely,
Maria Molloy

mariammolioy @gmail.com
646- 248-8454
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Morris, Carolyn
Rachel Elson < elson.racheI@ gmail.com>
Wednesday, June 24, 2020 3:01 PM
cmoriss@ dutchessny.gov; County Legislators
Public Comment

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or

XpXm

unexpected e w i i s.

-

:

-

V

pm.

Dear legislators,

I demand that $200 million in funding for the new Dutchess County jail be rescinded. I do not think Dutchess County
needs a new jail, as it is unnecessary, fiscally irresponsible, and morally abhorrent. We do not need a new jail. We need
more money for our schools and our mental health services. You have increased funding for the sheriff 's office while at
the same time slashing funding for mental health and youth programs. A new jail will not solve any problems. It is
necessary because the jail population has been decreasing.

.

In addition, a new jail will not solve the county’s criminal justice issues As Tracy Given-Hunter, a member of End the
New Jim Crow Action Network, has said, "If your goal is to keep [inmate] numbers from increasing, what are those
proven practices [to keep the numbers down]? Why aren't more people in Alternatives to Incarceration? If that were
happening, we wouldn't need [more beds] "

.

Thank you, and please consider not moving forward with the plans to construct the jail.
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Morris, Carolyn
Joy Taylor <joytaylor@ frontiernet.net >
Wednesday, June 24, 2020 3:36 PM
County Legislators

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject

public comment

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders
or unexpected emails.
Given the economic chaos set off by Covid-19 and the governor's mandate for all levels of government to change their
police and incarceration practices, I'm in favor of reconsidering the enormous expense of a new jail
The money can be better spent elsewhere - and it's desperately needed elsewhere We need jobs, housing, food - not

.

.

more cells
We need addiction services and mental health care, not more punishment space in a jail.
We need to reconsider this project.
No more same old same old, please.

Sincerely yours
Joy Taylor
250 Williams Road
Red- Hook, NY 12571
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Morris, Carolyn
Lucy Brown < ljbrown@ vassar.edu>
Wednesday, June 24, 2020 6:00 PM
Morris, Carolyn
Public Comment

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

.

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders
or unexpected emails

.

To Whom it May Concern,

I demand that Dutchess County rescind $200,000,000 from constructing a new county jail. In recent years funding for
mental health services has dropped $59.3 million to $ 46.4 million and funding for youth programs and services $1.68
million to $1.65 million, while the county jail has received funds that have increased from $21.2 million to $ 54.7 million
This must be stopped from going through and the funds must be redistributed back into the community through

projects and mental health services in order to end mass incarceration and the militarization of prisons where convicts
are disproportionately black individuals,

Signed,
Lucy Brown
Vassar College Student

.
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Morris, Carolyn
Jaclyn Skreia <jskrela @gmail,com>
Wednesday, June 24, 2020 6:35 PM
Reallocation of Sheriff Funding

From:
Sent:

Subject:

ATTENTION : This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on.linksfrom unknown senders or
unexpected emails.
'. :<
i

Hello,
My name is Jaclyn Skreia and i am a resident of Pleasant Valley. I am asking you to reallocate money away
from the Dutchess County Sheriff’s Department, which disproportionately targets Black residents. From traffic
stops, to arrests, to the use of lethal force, Dutchess County Sheriff’s Department targets nonwhite residents at
a rate far exceeding their share of the population. Much scholarship shows that a living wage, access to health
services and treatment, educational opportunity , and stable housing are far more successful at promoting
community safety than policing in prisons

.

Dutchess County is currently allocating $54,665,818 of its budget to the Sheriff and Jail, $18,041,128 to
Probation, and $1,312,183 to Juvenile Detention, totaling $74,304,402 (14.5%) toward programs that have little
benefit to the community. All the while only allocating $49, 520,574 (9.6%) toward public education from PreSchool through Community College, $46,379,552 (9%) to the Department of Behavioral & Community Health,
and and $11,668,951 (0.02%) to our already inadequate Public Transportation system. Additionally, only
$1,215,670 (0.002%) was allocated to the Agency Partner Grant Program which includes many of the
programs that support the community in meaningful ways such as housing, restorative justice, food access,
literacy, and much more. This means that Dutchess County is allocating nearly the same amount of funds to
policing and incarceration as it is to all of these other programs combined.
This is an unacceptable disparity in funding. It stands to reason that a greater number of residents can benefit
from access to healthcare, education, and transportation in their communities than they can from police
presence and incarceration. As such, I demand a meaningful reallocation of these funds towards healthcare
and social programs that truly benefit the community.
Sincerely,

Jaclyn Skreia
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Morris, Carolyn

.

Charles Snyder < csnyder@ bard edu>
Wednesday, June 24, 2020 8:02 PM
County Legislators
Morris, Carolyn
no new jail!

From:
Sent:
To:
Ce
Subject:

"

ATTENTION : This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails, ?
Vi~ :

Iillilll
As a resident of Dutchess County, I am writing to let legislators
know that the county does not need or want a new jail! Use of the
county money for such construction is reckless, wasteful and
completely unnecessary - especially at this time of revenue
shortfall. I will be in very regular contact to express this view in the
coming days and weeks in anticipation of the legislature’s
deliberation on this issue.
•••
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Morris, Carolyn
Maggie McFarland < mm3830 @ bard,edu>
Wednesday, June 24, 2020 8:55 PM
County Legislators; countyexec; comptroller; CountyLegislature
cmorris@ dutchessny.go
Public Comment about New Jail

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

ATTENTION : This email came from on external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or

unexpected emails.

Hello Elected Officials of Dutchess CountyMy name is Maggie McFarland, Pm a student at Bard Coliege and have been for the past three years. My aunt and uncle
live in Pleasant Valley. Many of my friends live in Redhook and Tivoli year round, some with their parents Dutchess
county is my home, it's where I go to school, it's where I work, it‘s where I pay taxes, where I go to my doctors
appointments, it 's where I' m registered to vote, and as such, I feel entitled to express my opinion about the construction
of a the county jail I write to you with only the best intentions for this community, seeing as I currently belong to it,
have friends and family who have lived their entire lives here, and genuinely care about my fellow members of the

.

.

human race even if I haven't met them.
I’m sure that this project has been in consideration for longer than the new year, but if 2020 has taught us anything it
should be that the current criminal justice system and all it's infrastructure is ineffective, deeply immoral, and even
dangerous Therefore, I entreat you to reconsider this project

.

.

The past 50 years have proven that the practice of mass incarceration is incredibly racist and does irreparable harm to
the communities of color it targets. I know that Dutchess County is majority white and nowhere near
progressive. However, it is not only possible, but necessary to protect the rights of the most disenfranchised 25% among
us, as well as future generations of Afro-american and Latinx residents of Dutchess county. Black and brown lives
matter, this is a fact that we should all know by now. However, our Federal, State, and County justice systems in their
current form do not reflect any standard of racial equality or equity, so the idea of investing more infrastructure and
funds into a system that systemically targets (or at the very least neglects) a quarter of the people it is intended to serve
is ludicrous and deeply immoral. Restructure the system so that it is fair to all minorities regardless of race, gender
identity, etc. and then by all means invest money into necessary infrastructure, but throwing money at a broken judicial
system is not only foolhardy, it’s corrupt.
"

Even disregarding the huge racial justice argument against constructing this jail, this proposal flies in the face of many of
the lessons we learned from the COVID-19 pandemic One of the settings in which the virus spread the fastest and had
the most detrimental results (besides retirement homes) were prisons and jails, where there are a high concentration of
people in close proximity to one another. Not only that, but such facilities are often lacking key medical resources to
deal with outbreaks like COVID-19 These pandemics are not going to go away. With the spread of tropical diseases
due to climate change and ever increasing population density, such epidemics are only going to increase, and it's best
that we all be prepared Even if you are somehow able to find the preventable deaths of hundreds of incarcerated
Americans conscionable, such conditions also create significant danger for the officers and employees of said
institutions. This pandemic should have taught us to seriously reconsider the way in which we house and treat inmates,
in addition to the high rates of reoffending, psychological damage, and human rights abuses that result from the
American style correctional facility

.

.

.

.

Philosophically this project is faulty. Even if the logic behind building this jail is 'to relieve stress/overcrowding in
preexisting jails' the solution of 'just building a new one' is unsound for many reasons. Firstly, New York 's 2019 Bail
reforms have reduced the number of pretrial inmates by as much as 67.5% in Dutchess County. This is in addition to a
steady decline in both violent and nonviolent crime reports across the county. Why on earth are we trying to build a
144

whole new jail if the crime rate is dropping ( even in Poughkeepsie), and anyone convicted of a crime is more than likely
released on bond? Secondly, putting resources you don' t have into building a prison doesn 't lessen the crime rate
( which is already much tower in Dutchess county than the US and NY averages AND dropping), what it does is increase
the ability and desire to fill those jail cells with more nonviolent offenders It increases incarceration point
blank. Facilities that are proven to decrease crime and benefit the community in a multitude of ways are Rehab
Facilities, Mental health facilities, and resources for homeless citizens such as public restrooms, safe shelters, and
housing intervention.

.

investing directly into the community, decriminalizing homelessness and drug usage, and providing resources for
addiction rehabilitation and recovery are some of the ways in which countries across the globe have decreased not only
crime rates, but also rates of preventable deaths. A large focus of the BLM movement has been to increase public
services in order to decrease crime and violence in high poverty areas, as well as to improve the quality of life for
everyone in the community. The amount of investment we could put into public works with even a fraction of the
budget of this jail project would benefit the community as a whole, as well as help to decrease the rate of crime not only
among this generation, but permanently by raising the quality of life for all our citizens.

There's no way that Dutchess County can even fiscally afford this project. The construction alone would put the county
in disastrous amounts of debt for decades, not to mention the cost of maintaining and staffing such a facility. The
financial situation post-C0VID19 is uncertain enough as it is, with thousands of layoffs, unemployment, and
underemployment due to the crisis. It’s much more economically sound to invest in projects to combat homelessness,
address mental health and addiction, educate our youth, and aid our citizens in the aftermath of the COViD-19
pandemic than to build a superfluous jail in which to imprison the desperate and vulnerable.
If you've read all the way through this email, thank you very much for your attention. Please do not build another
godforsaken jail.

Maggie McFarland

145

Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

.

.

Amy Rothstein < amy rothstein5@ gmail com >
Wednesday, June 24, 2020 10:07 PM
Pulver, Gregg
County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
Re: Public Comment (Proposed County Jail)

ATTENTION: This email came from tin external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown ] senders ,or
:
:
/
. . . unexpected emails .
'

:

'

'

Dear Greg,

While I appreciate the promptness of your response to my email, I am not persuaded that the points you make justify the
enormous taxpayer expenditures and long-term debt that will be incurred in order to build an enormous jail in Dutchess
County. Clearly, the provision of crisis services, a helpline, and partnering with local school districts to incorporate antibullying coaching and other social services are all laudable, but can be provided without construction of an enormous,
expensive building.

Particularly in light of current trends in bail reform and other alternatives to incarceration, I submit that construction of an
enormous jail will undermine your stated goal of lowering recidivism rates . Rather, I think that it will foster overincarceration, contrary to the current recommendations of enlightened criminal justice experts, and will therefore result in
harm to (unnecessarily) incarcerated individuals and, ultimately, to society - in particular, Dutchess County residents - at
large.
Again, I urge you and your colleagues to reconsider and reject this plan.

Regards,

Amy

.

On Wed, Jun 24, 2020 at 3:27 PM Pulver, Gregg <gpulver <s> dutchessnv gov> wrote:

Hi Amy-

.

Thanks for your email and as your County Legislator I wanted to respond

The County has heavily invested- in access to mental health services with the building of the Stabilization Center, a 24/7
walk-in facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive crisis counseling, mental health
assessments, and peer advocacy. In addition to the Stabilization Center, the Department of Behavioral and Community
Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including our call or text service HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis Intervention
Team, which can go directly into the community to aid individuals in crisis In addition, we partner with local school
districts to incorporate Second Step, a social-emotional learning program that focuses on empathy and communication
skills, bullying prevention, problem-solving, and substance-abuse prevention - all of which are protective factors
against future criminal justice system involvement.

.

I

!I
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The new Justice and Transition Center is required by the State of New York will provide:

•

•
•

greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as providing cost

savings;
the opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in a light-filled and safe environment that is more
conducive to positive behavioral change; and
the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential to
decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses ( ex.
transitional housing) .

We believe that overall the new facility will be better for the population, lower the rate of recidivism and save $ 4.1
million in yearly operational costs.

.

Be well, Gregg

.

A Gregg Pulver, Chairman

Dutchess County Legislature

District 19- Pine Plains,North East, Stanford, Milan

.

From: Amy Rothstein <amv rothstein5 @gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, June 23, 2020 5:12 PM
To: County Legislators <CountvLegisiators (5> dutchessnv gov>
Cc: Morris, Carolyn <croorris (5> dutchessnv.gov>
Subject: Public Comment (Proposed County Jail)

.

Dear Legislators:
I write to urge you to re-consider your plans to build a large, expensive jail in our County . Particularly at this time of
criminal justice reform, including alternatives to incarceration, it seems foolhardy in the extreme to borrow more than
$130 million that the residents - and voters - of Dutchess County will be paying off for years. The debt service alone will
rival and exceed the annual costs of critical projects like public transit and infrastructure repairs.

Our County is doing well in so many ways, Please do not drag us down with an outdated plan to spend an exorbitant
amount of money on a huge jail.

Thank you for your consideration of my views, which I believe are shared by so many of my neighbors.
140

Respectfully,

Amy Rothsteirt

Pine Plains
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Morris, Carolyn
Lindsey Dean < lindseymdean@idoud.com >

From:
Sent:
Tor
Subject:

Wednesday, June 24, 2020 10:17 PM
CountyLegislature
Dutchess County Legislature

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders
or unexpected emails,
Dear Dutchess County Legislature,

.

Hi, my name is Lindsey Dean and J am a resident of Stormvilie, NY i am asking you to reallocate money away from the
Dutchess County Sheriffs Department, which disproportionately targets Black residents. From traffic stops, to arrests, to
the use of lethal force, Dutchess County Sheriffs Department targets nonwhite residents at a rate far exceeding their
share of the population. Much scholarship shows that a living wage, access to health services and treatment,
educational opportunity, and stable housing are far more successful at promoting community safety than policing and
prisons.
Dutchess County is currently allocating $ 54,665,818 of its budget to the Sheriff and Jail, $18,041,128 to Probation and
$1,312,183 to Juvenile Detention, totaling $74,304,402 (14.5%) toward programs that have little benefit to the
community All the while only allocating $49,520,574 (9.6%) toward public education from Pre-School through
Community College, $46,379,552 ( 9%) to the Department of Behavioral & Community Health, and $11,668,951 (0.02%)
to our already inadequate Public Transportation system Additionally, only $1,215,670 ( 0.002%) was allocated to the
Agency Partner Grant Program which includes many of the programs that support the community in meaningful ways
such as housing, restorative justice, food access, literacy, and much more This means that Dutchess County is allocating
nearfy the same amount of funding to- policing and incarceration as it is to all of these other programs combined.

.

.

.

-

This is an unacceptable disparity in funding. It stands to reason that a greater number of residents can benefit from
access to healthcare, education, and transportation in their communities than they can from police presence and
incarceration. As such, I demand a meaningful reallocation of these funds towards healthcare and social programs that
truly benefit the community.
Sincerely,

Lindsey
Stormvilie,NY
linmdean@gmail.com

138

Morris, Carolyn
Lindsey Dean < lindseymdean@ icloud.com>
Wednesday, June 24, 2020 10:21 PM
sheriffbutch@ gmaii.com
Poughkeepsie Officials

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders
or unexpected emails

.

To Poughkeepsie Officials:
My name is Lindsey and I am a resident of Stormville.
Given the historic, social, and political origins of police and policing, in conjunction with the recent nationwide protests
reflecting the police murders of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Tony McDade I am contacting you because I am
demanding you to redirect money away Poughkeepsie policing and prioritize community services that will help improve
the economic conditions, health, and wellbeing of Poughkeepsie residents, especially our Black communities

.

Teachers are at serious risk of losing their positions as well the youth losing the essential human right to learn and
receive a sound education. As such, the Poughkeepsie City School District has stated the following:

The Poughkeepsie -City School District is proposing to eliminate 48 positions, including teachers, administrators and
support staff, as it attempts to erase a $2.6 million deficit for its 2020- 21 budget. The board voted Wednesday to
eliminate positions for elementary assistant principals, the Poughkeepsie High School dean of students, the assistant to
the superintendent and a position that had yet to be filled for the director of grants and advancement.

Superintendent Eric Rosser said the cuts, most of which have yet to be voted on, are necessary to overcome financial
challenges that include decreases in state aid,the loss of building aid, increases in operating costs, and other financial
obligations. Some, but not all, of those losses are related to hardships created by the coronavirus pandemic

.

.

He said as the administration continues to finalize its budget he may have to consider more eliminations School budget
votes, which were to take place May 19, were delayed until a date to be determined after June 1

.

"Of course in this district we are not looking to take away valuable members of our organization that support student
learning, but it is our hope that we would be able to retain our staff members, because each member is in the position
to meet the varying needs of our children," Rosser said to the district board of education Wednesday. "Unfortunately,

given our budgetary situation we are forced to move in this direction, it is not a good direction that I, as a
superintendent, or even as an educator, would recommend. However, when you don 't have the ability to meet people's
payroll or salary you have to move in the direction of a budget that we will be able to meet the payroll "

.

When contacted by the Journal, Board President Felicia Watson declined to answer questions regarding the moves, but
said "The board awaits the presentation of the final budget that the superintendent will be holistically presenting soon "

.

The layoffs, if approved, would include 27 teacher positions, 11 administrator positions, and 10 supportstaff positions,
as well as the restructuring of some central office positions. Rosser noted The eliminations do not necessarily mean 48
staff members will be laid off, given some positions are vacant due to retirements and other transitions.

135

Administrative positions eliminated would include the P-Tech program principal, the PACE ( Poughkeepsie Academic
and Career Excellence) program principal, the PACEassistant principal, the high school dean of students, five elementary
assistant principals, the assistant to the superintendent, and the director of grants and advancement

The proposed layoffs would result in around $3 million of savings. Rosser said the eliminations are likely to happen
given the economic uncertainty amid the pandemic, and the district could see more eliminations as the budget is
finalized.

When asked by the board at the meeting how the schools will continue to provide services, Rosser did not have an

.

answer

In addition to the lack of funding in schools, County Executive Marc Molinaro has reported that 2019 was a strong
" fiscal" year, in particular response to the COVID-19 pandemic, stating:

"Expenses totaled $471.2 million, while revenue added up to $ 472:6 million. Additionally, sales tax revenue increased

by $9.1 million, a 4.6% increase over 2018. The county also ended the fiscal year with $56.9 million in its general fund
balance."

...

Moreover, " [rjevenues increased in 2019, even as expenditures also increased in several areas. That included a $7.6
million cost increase to the Dutchess County Sheriffs Employee Association for union contract settlements, positions,
employee benefits and debt service "

.

Ultimately, the allocation of funds to the Poughkeepsie Police Department in contrast to the funding towards schools, is
telling and disgraceful, i yearn to know what you will do to protect Black lives and prevent further instances of poiicestate-sanctioned violence, and support the emotional, social, and educational well-being-of your Black constituents. 1
urge you to condemn police brutality, racial profiling, and the use of excessive force by police on oppressed
communities, and show with your budget priorities that you actually care about a safe and healthy community.
Sincerely,
Lindsey
Stormville, NY
linmdean@gmail.com
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Seht:
To:

Subject:

Patrick Fitzgerald <pfitzgerald@vassar.edu >
Wednesday, June 24, 2020 11:24 PM
Morris, Carolyn; County Legislators
Public Comment

; ATTENTION: This email came from an external source: Do not open attachments or click oh links from unknown senders or
Vunexpected emails.
x&t&i
.I
To the members of the Dutchess County Legislature,
•

'

Hello, my name is Patrick Fitzgerald, and I am a rising senior at Vassar College. I would like to encourage this body to
decide against constructing a new jail in Dutchess County. In recent years, funding for the sheriffs department and
correctional services has far outpaced spending on other essentials like health/mental health services and youth
programs ( both in absolute terms and in terms of percent increase). Having worked with numerous community-oriented
groups in the county, Nobody Leaves mid-Hudson and the End the New Jim Crow Action Network ( ENJAN) among them,
I know that building a new jail is not the right way forward for the county. I would urge all of the legislators to consider
where else this money could be spent in order to prioritize services that would directly contribute to the well-being of
the people of Dutchess County.
Sincerely,
Patrick Fitzgerald
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Morris, Carolyn
Annika Hill < annikasynnove@gmaiS.com>
Wednesday, June 24, 2020 11:52 PM
Morris, Carolyn; County Legislators
Public Comment

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

m .-7To whom it may concern,

My name is Annika Hill and I am a resident of Dutchess County. I am deeply concerned about the proposition of building
a new prison in our county Its 10 million doliars/yearwiil payed for by Dutchess County taxpayers, who should reap the
benefits of the money that they put into their taxes, as opposed to paying for a corrupt system that many of us
vehemently disagree with Additionally, why should those who are working hard be forced to use that money to pay for
people who are imprisoned? The money should be going to schools, to get our students better educated and PREVENT
the accumulation of people here who end up in prisons The money going from our taxes into mental health Is rapidly
dropping; mental health spending has dropped from almost $60 million in 2006 to only $46.4 million this year
Increasing the monetary amount going to important structures like education and mental health would help PREVENT
the problem in the first place, so we don't need to pile on debt for the sake of a building that is the last thing this county
needs If you care about your constituents, please vote against this prison

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

Thank you
Sincerely,

Annika Hill
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Morris, Carolyn
Sarah Mamlet < sarah.mamlet@ gmaii.com>
Thursday, June 25, 2020 1:04 AM
Morris, Carolyn; County Legislators
Public Comment

From:
Sent:

To:
Subject:

.

ATTENTION ; This email came from an external source Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
,V:>
-i
unexpected emails.

-

;

Hello Dutchess legislature,

.

i am writing to urge you to reconsider the new jail

The project is already over budget and wouid end up costing the county too much money that we desperately need
elsewhere during this pandemic.

Furthermore, the incarcerated population should be declining, with ball reform and other measures, and that' s a good
thing! It also means there is no need for a new, large jail.
Last of all, in this time of national crisis it has become clear to us that the answers to the problems of systemic racism lie
not in new and expensive jails and policing, but in reinvesting all that money into communities through infrastructure,
health, and education. In the end, this will save us money and lives and make Dutchess a better place to live The new

.

jail will do the opposite .

Thank you,
Sarah Mamlet
Town of Poughkeepsie (District 8)

132

Morris, Carolyn
Eliza Gifford < ekgifford01 @ gmail.com >
Thursday, June 25, 2020 8:35 AM
County Legislators
Morris, Carolyn
Public Comment

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders
or unexpected emails.

Hello,
My name is Eliza Gifford and I was a resident of Dutchess County for the first 15 years of my life.

I am emailing you today in hopes that the county will reconsider spending $200,000,000 of taxpayer money on
constructing a new jail. If the county is looking to lower crime rates/keep their streets safer, this is NOT the way to do it;
the construction of this new jail will only unfairly target poor communities of color, particularly the black and latinx
residents of Dutchess County. These communities will continue to suffer as residents are locked up, and the systemic
issues contributing to higher rates of incarceration in some these communities will be ignored.

Instead of spending this money on a new jail, why not put it towards funding the schools in Dutchess County that really
need it? Why not put it towards supporting the businesses of the City of Poughkeepsie, creating resources for black and
latinx communities in the county, funding hospitals and youth programs, etc.?
The US's prison/jail system is a broken one, and the leaders of Dutchess County can make the choice to be at the
forefront of change by reallocating funding for any new jails. Lower rates oT incarceration, TRUE change cannot occur
until the systemic issues that often contribute to crime, including a lack of access to mental health resources, education,

.

etc., are solved

Please consider reallocating this substantial amount of taxpayer money into resources that will uplift Dutchess County's
communities of color, not harm them.

Thank you,
Eliza Gifford
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Brendli, Craig
Thursday, June 25, 2020 9:57 AM
Jessica Cohen; County Legislators
Morris, Caroiyn
Re: Public Comment

Hi Jessica

Thank you so much for your email.
1 agree and have sponsored the resolution to rescind the jail bond that puts the County on the hook for

hundreds of millions of dollars.
At a time when COVID-19 has drastically impacted our budget and layoffs could possibly be forthcoming, we
should not be entertaining such a massive and costly jail project. In these trying times, we must be fiscally
responsible.
Best wishes always,
Craig
Craig P. Brendli
Dutchess County Legislator, District 8

cbrendii @ dutchessnY.gov
Cell: 845.612.3382

From: Jessica Cohen <jesszhc@gmai!.com>
Sent: Wednesday, June 24, 2020 10:00 PM
To: County Legislators <CountyLegislators @ dutchessny.gov>; Brendli, Craig <cbrendli @ dutchessny.gov>
Cc: Morris, Carolyn <cmorris@ dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Public Comment

ATTENTION: Ttiis email -

Hello Dutchess County Legislators and Legislator Brendli,
My name is Jess Cohen and i reside in District 8 in Poughkeepsie, i am emailing to demand that you vote to rescind the
hundreds of millions of dollars set to go towards constructing a new jail, it is unacceptable to me that this is where we
are set to spend our money right now We do not need another jail. What we need is more investment into our
communities in terms of roads, libraries, and supporting those who are marginalized in these conversations Our

.

.

priorities must change.
Jess Cohen
Poughkeepsie Resident
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Morris, Carolyn
Amanda Spinella < amandalspinella@ gmai!.com>
Thursday, June 25, 2020 10:29 AM
Morris, Carolyn; County Legislators
No Dutchess County Jail

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

miATTENTION. This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
|C ;
-|
unexpected emails.
.
v
Dear Legislators,

HSH

'

..v

T

~

I am writing today to urge you to rescind the $200,000,000 funding for a new Dutchess County Jail.
This money would be far better spent on community programs that would help those in poverty and our most
marginalized community members avoid ending up in the criminal justice system.
As a community member who has witnessed the vast over-imprisonment in our country, as well as drug addiction
and mental health ravage our community with little to no resources, I am livid that my tax dollars are going to be
spent on a facility that incarcerates people when investing those dollars in social programs could have prevented
countless lives from being ruined.

Spend my money on education, mental health services, job readiness, domestic violence prevention and
assistance, sexual health education, drug prevention and counseling, and after-school programs, and not only will
this jail be unnecessary but those who would have filled its cells will be out benefitting society.

I appreciate your service and urge you to think hard on how this money could be better spent for the future of our
community.
Abundantly ,

Amanda

Amanda Spinella

AmandaLSpinella (agmail.com

845 702 4597
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Morris, Carolyn

.

Jason Sill <jasoncsil!@ gmai] com >
Thursday, June 25, 2020 11:45 AM
County Legislators
Public Comment

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not openattachments or click on links from unknown sendersor
unexpected emails
l|
My name is Jason Sill, I'm currently living in Brooklyn, NY, but I am a graduate of Vassar College with a vested interest in

.

•

‘

Dutchess County and its communities.

Building a new jail is a severe misuse of taxpayer money - it will cost millions of dollars per year to fully pay for the
approximately $200 million price tag that comes with this jail Instead of committing money for incarceration and prison
systems, save the taxpayers money, and reinvest in things that will actually promote community safety, like social work,
youth programs, and mental health services Not only are these measures more caring, and humane, they also lower
the risk of criminal activity that would otherwise see people thrown in jail, at a cost that is a lot lower to each individual

.

.

.

taxpayer

We must support the Democratic Caucus's efforts in passing legislation to rescind the funding for the construction of the

Dutchess County Jail.

Thank you,
Jason Sill
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Morris, Carolyn
Jaclyn Skrela <jskrela@ gmail.com>
Thursday, June 25, 2020 12:37 PM
Morris, Carolyn; County Legislators
Public Comment

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

.

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails. - v

My name is Jaciyn Skrela and I am a resident of Pleasant Valley. My comment today concerns the funding for the
construction of a new county jail this September I believe that Dutchess County should rescind the nearly $ 200 million
in funding for the construction of a new jail. There are several reasons why I believe that this is the best decision for our
community.

.

Within the past two years the amount of people being housed in the jail has gone from 400 to only about 130. This
proves a decreasing trend in the amount of people being imprisoned, so it seems illogical to me to build a new jail that is
meant to house 328 people, which would be approximately two and a halftimes larger than the current prison
population

.

If our goal is to prioritize the safety and well-being of the residents of Dutchess County, then county funds could be
better utilized in other ways. The portion of the annual county budget allocated to the sheriff' s department and the jail
has more than doubled in the past 20 years, going from $ 21.2 million in 2000 to $ 54.7 million in 2020 Moreover,
spending for health and mental health services has dropped from $59.3 million in 2006 to $46.4 million in 2020. In
addition, funding for youth programs has remained almost entirely stagnant in the past 14 years, going from $1.68
million in 2006 to $1.65 million in 2020.

.

Further, paying back the construction bond of this new jail will cost county taxpayers $10 million per year for the
foreseeable future. I propose that instead of using nearly $200 million to only further increase funding towards the jail,
that money could instead be used to improve social programs that have not seen an increase in funding in recent years. I
believe that by using this money to increase funds for things such as health and mental health services, youth programs,
education, and affordable housing,the community will see a greater benefit than if that money went towards
constructing a jail that, based on the recent downward trend in the prison population, is unnecessary.
1 hope that you will use this information and decide to rescind funding for the construction of a new Dutchess County
jail, and that you will consider other ways that this money can be utilized to help and improve our community. Thank
you

.
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Morris, Carolyn
William McHugh <williamjmchugh3@grnail.corn>
Thursday, June 25, 2020 12:56 PM
Morris, Carolyn; County Legislators
Re: Public Comment

From:

Sent:
To:

Subject:

ATTENTION: This email come from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on linksfrom unknown senders or
unexpected emails, i '
V - --*I' d like to correct my typo; Angela Davis* * not "David."
T

Thank you.

-Billy
On Thu, Jun 25, 2020 at 12:53 PM William McHugh <williamimchugh3(5 gmaii.com> wrote:
)

Billy McHugh, 29, Hopeweli Junction. "Dutchess County Jail like all other similar local facilities has long been
a stain on our community. With a history of abuse and neglect this so-called “correctional facility" is yet
another display of archaic punitive vengeance rather than anything that sincerely resembles justice.
Building a new, state of the art facility will not eradicate the culture of abuse, violence, and neglect that
resides within the walls of any jail, especially a jail that has been reported to be one of the most dysfunctional
statewide.

If there is no care taken to address the flaws of the system itself, we will simply be reinforcing the very
structures that our communities, your constituents , are tirelessly fighting to dismantle as we speak. We
demand that our local officials take quantifiable steps toward incarceration alternatives as opposed to
tunneling money into provably ineffective methods.

The allotment of taxpayer dollars to this project in comparison to that of housing, recreation, education,
transportation, etc... is astonishingly shortsited and would indicate that leadership in this county is either
woefully disconnected from the needs of their constituents and/or they are unapologetically beholden to the
prison industrial system.
We must step back and examine whether an allotment of money big enough to fund an entire school district
for a full-year should instead be dedicated to building a shrine to the worst policies and practices our country
has to offer.
To quote the great Angela David, “This is the ideological work that the prison performs—it relieves us of the
responsibility of seriously engaging with the problems of our society, especially those produced by racism
and, increasingly , global capitalism.”

Now more than ever we must ensure that our actions as a county and as a COMMUNITY reflect the values
we’d like to see in the future and jails are decidedly a thing of the past.

We must stand together as a community and denounce the fortifying of the racist, discriminatory institution of
mass incarceration that is thriving in our very backyards."

.

Thank you

-Billy
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Morris, Carolyn
From:

Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rafaella Spielberg < rafaellaspielberg@gmail.com>
Thursday, June 25, 2020 2:52 PM
Morris, Carolyn
Public Comment

,

,

,

ATTENTION: nis enroll came frop an enterml source. Do n§open attocOments o end on link from ontnom, sendees or . .
y
- unexpected emails, m mum
mm um- mmmmmm.
-

Hello,

.

My name Is Rafaella and I'm a student at Vassar College As a member of the Poughkeepsie community I urge the
Legislature Board to vote against the construction of a $2,000,000 jail. Building a new jail will inevitably lock more
people up unnecessarily and occupy much needed funds It will further systemic oppression, racism, and police violence
in Dutchess County. Additionally, paying back the construction bond will cost county taxpayers nearly $10 million per
year for the foreseeable future. As we are experiencing national and local calls to shift legislative funding and priorities
towards community needs, Dutchess County must follow suite. $ 2 million must be put towards areas such as
health/mental health spending and funding youth programs, both of which have dropped in the past 14 years. Please

.

reconsider what is most important for Dutchess County.

Thank you,
Rafaella Spielberg
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brian Cuautie Garcia < bcuautlegarcia @ vassar.edu >
Thursday, June 25, 2020 3:10 PM
Morris, Carolyn; County Legislators
Public Comment

ATTENTION : This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
fi
unexpected emails,
re '

-

Hello,

I am concerned with the construction of a new jail and ask that you all ask yourselves if it is truly necessary? What else
could this money be used for ? Are we addressing the root of the problem, or the symptoms of a greater defect in our
county ? Is this truly going to be beneficial to the people in our county ? Please ask yourselves these questions not as
legislators, but as residents of the county, if you still think it necessary to build the jail, why? Thank you for your time

and stay safe.
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

mdeanillustration@ gmail.com
Thursday, June 25, 2020 3:33 PM
Morris, Carolyn; County Legislators
Public Comment

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders
or unexpected emails.

Hi there,
My name is Lee, I've lived in Beacon for one year now. Please let me know if my address is needed.

This is a comment in response to the proposed building of a new and unnecessary prison within Dutchess County. When
I first moved here, I knew the policing would be bad because of the gentrification of the area and I grew up in an over policed tourist focused area myself and have seen the ramifications and harm it does to local communities. I was
extremely bothered by there already being a prison in Fishkill, especially considering the size and make up of the towns
here in Dutchess.
When I heard of the idea of a new prison in our county I was shocked and disappointed in the utter transparency of such
a move. We cannot perpetuate the Hudson valley as an area where white people move in from the city and gentrify the
area and then have the BIPOC communities who have long existed here be shuffled off by an over abundant and zealous
police force into prisons to allow for us to- take their homes and lives and communities away. I can't see any other
situation happening here as things are and I am absolutely against my money being used for the continued colonization
of this area. Very, very disappointed with the hypocrisy of our local government.
-Lee
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

countyexec
Thursday, June 25, 2020 3:59 PM
Emily Vanston; County Legislators
Morris, Carolyn
RE: Public Comment

Dear Emily,

Thank you for your email. Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains our
priority The County has heavily invested in access to mental health services with the building of the Stabilization Center,
a 24/7 walk-in facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive crisis counseling, mental health
assessments, and peer advocacy. In addition to the Stabilization Center., the Department of Behavioral and Community
Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including our call or text service HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis Intervention
Team, which can go directly into the community to aid individuals in crisis
The County partners with local school districts to incorporate Second Step, a social-emotional learning program that
focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem-solving, and substance-abuse prevention all of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have also dedicated resources
to family stability by increasing family-based foster care placements, offering parent coaching, and providing homevisiting to high-risk families. A strong, stable, and reliable family structure supports positive social-emotional
development and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration.
Additionally, we remain committed to our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical components, needed
resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability, security, and success. In 2019 the County
began implementing the first set of initiatives, including a Foster Care Mentoring program and expanding youth
employment programs beyond the summer. We have also supported-the youth services through our Agency Partner
Grant Over the past eight years, over $7 million has been allocated to critical programs and services in our community
through this program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth programs - anti-bullying, workforce development,

.

.

.

literacy, and more.
These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to support young people
and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system. However, Section 217 of the New York State County Law still
mandates that a county maintain a jail. Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and those who provide
services to this population deserve a modern facility designed for the purpose of rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency.
The new Justice and Transition Center will provide:
greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as providing cost
•

savings;
the opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in a light-filled and safe environment that is more
•
conducive to positive behavioral change; and
the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential to
•
decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses (ex. transitional
housing).
These benefits have considerable positive financialimpacts, resulting in annual savings of nearly $4.1 million. Costsavings primarily come in the form of the reductions to required staff and increases in the inmate to correctional officer
ratio resulting from efficient design elements on the planned facility. The capital costs are an investment in future
annualized operational savings allowing us to save money and focus spending in other areas. Additionally, ending the
Justice and Transition Center project would require significant investment in the current jail facility, specifically the 1995
and 1984 sections. Further, with $ 60 million already bonded for the project, over $3 million in debt service will still need
to be paid annually.
Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020 The legislation significantly impacted
the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County Jail. Additionally, before the

.
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implementation of the 2019 criminal justice reform, Dutchess County had reduced our jail population by 30 percent over
a five year period through initiatives designed to divert lower risk and/or mentally ill defendants from jail, including
building our Stabilization Center; providing Crisis intervention Training (CIT) to law enforcement; and utilizing a
sophisticated array of evidenced-based pretrial diversion practices This work has become the model for many of the
counties of which you write about. Given these factors, the design of the new Justice and Transition Center was reduced
by over 200 beds
We recognize the changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only a legal
obligation, but a moral one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing incarcerated
individuals, as well as provide rehabilitative programming shown to reduce recidivism and improve- outcomes The
Justice and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing millions in annualized cost savings.
1 appreciate your interest in this topic, a nd I hope I have addressed some, if not all, of your concerns

.

.

.

.

Marcus J. Molinaro
Dutchess County Executive
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845-486-2000 phone
845-486-2021 fax
Email: countvexec@ dutchessnv gov

:

.

www.dutchessny.gov

From: Emily Vanston <emily.vanston@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, June 25, 2020 3:50 PM
To: County Legislators <CountyLegislators@ dutchessny.gov>; countyexec <countyexec @ dutchessny.gov>
Cc: Morris, Carolyn < cmorris @ dutchessny gov>
Subject: Public Comment

.

Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:

.

I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for a new jail
The jail would be the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more than all other county
capital spending combined, with bond repayment extending into the 2040s. Post-COVID, the county's financial situation
is dire —the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid arrives, the county will need to borrow
later this year to cover basic operations Layoffs and cuts to essential services seem inevitable.

.

This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities. For
example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism and mental
health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these services, as well as on muchneeded youth programs

.

.

Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there New York's bail and discovery reform laws have dramatically
reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago, over 400) More people
charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction and mental-health
diagnoses Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into homeless shelters and expand alternatives
to incarceration Dutchess County should join their ranks and reimagine public safety.

.

.

.
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tion in July:

For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for considera

* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed

.

the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities
Respectfully submitted,

Emily Vanston
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jail, including renovation of part of

Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent;
To:
Subject:

Ellery Cordes < ocordes @ vassar.edu >
Thursday, June 25, 2020 4:06 PM
Morris, Carolyn; County Legislators
Public Comment

ATTENTION : This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders
A' l- k
unexpected emails.

or

'

Dear Dutchess County,

The construction of a new jai! in Dutchess County is both immoral and a waste of taxpayer's money. The number of
incarcerated people In the current jail has more than halved in the past two years, demonstrating how construction for a
new jail is completely unnecessary if incarceration rates follow this current trend As funds are put towards construction
and operation of the new jail, the budgets for other community services are being slashed, and there is an appalling lack
of focus on rehabilitation. Education, accessible health services, and other social programs that work to uplift the
community and cater to their needs are more crucial than ever as we begin to navigate life in the pandemic and make
plans for the future. The construction of a new jail will simply further systemic racism, police violence, and oppression.
The world is watching, and choosing to build a new jail during this time would be a grave mistake for the Dutchess
County government to make.
Sincerely,
Ellery Cordes

.

ill

Morris, Carolyn
Bella DeJoy <bel)a.dejoy@gmail.com>
Thursday, June 25, 2020 4:19 PM
Morris, Carolyn; County Legislators
Public comment

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

or
A1TENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders

I unexpected emails.

V
K- r,
,
could
I am writing to urge you to rescind funding for the construction of the new jail in Dutchess County Instead you
be
more
to
proved
,
have
which
for
citizens
justice
e
utilize funds to provide services like restorative and transformativ
in
police
violence
,
and
effective than jail If you construct this jail, it will simply further systemic oppression, racism
Dutchess County. This is a step back from where we should be headed as a country - towards creating systems which
value the black and brown people in our communities, instead of harming them,
Please consider this.
‘

.

.

.

Sincerely,
Bella DeJoy

i

t
!

i

110

Morris, Carolyn
Benjamin Turner < bturner@ vassar.edu>
Thursday, June 25, 2020 4:28 PM
Morris, Carolyn; Pulver, Gregg; County Legislators; Metzger, John D.; Boiner, Donna
Public Comment

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

.

ATTENTION : This email come from an external source Do not open attachmehts or click on links from
~
unexpected emails* . -.
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senders or
~
•

•

'

.

•

Hello,

.

sie I have great pride in
My name is Ben Turner, I use he/him/his pronouns, and I attend Vassar College in Poughkeep
surrounding towns
going to this institution, and it is the college's-and the student's- duty to actively benefit the
jail
million
200
affected by the colleges placement I find it horrific that you plan to build a $

.

.

increased by more than double

Over the last 20 years, the budget allocated to the sheriffs department and the jail has
decreased from $53.9 million
from $21.2 million to $54.7 million this year Meanwhile, health/mental health budget has
in 2006 to $46.4 million in 2020 Youth programs have remained stagnant at $1.65 million

.

.

.

cost taxpayers $10 million
Despite currently being in a economic free fall, you plan to spend this money on a jail that will
-a year to pay back the construction bond.

Taylor, George
Despite worldwide attention to the US 's systematic murder of Black and Brown people like Breonna
and
Floyd, Elijah McClain, Trayvon Martin, Tamir Rice, Maurice Gordon ( a member of the Poughkeepsie community
industrial
prison
the
investing
in
on
plans
student at Dutchess Community College) and thousands of others, this council
away in jails for minor or no
complex that criminalizes Black bodies. Black Lives Matter, and those lives are being wasted
crimes.
why people are in jail;

causes of
Our so called ''criminal justice system " does nothing to address the systemic underlying
I urge you to not spend this
safer
ies
communit
building new jails ignores the fact that policing and jails do not make

.

much needed money on harming your Black and Brown constituents.

Thank you,
Ben Turner
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Bethany Frank < frank.bethanyelise@ gmail.com>
Thursday, June 25, 2020 4:40 PM
Morris, Carolyn; County Legislators
Public Comment

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

Dear Comity Legislators,
I'm writing to yon regarding the legislation to rescind the $20oM of funding to build a new jail in Dutchess
County.
I live and work in Dutchess County, and see on a daily basis that the greatest need of the community, especially
now, is to provide proper funding for food, education, and opportunities for our youth. Taxpayer money is to be
used to reinvest in the community in order to better the lives of the people who live there. While prison reform
is an absolute necessity, providing $ 200M in funding to build a new jail will not bring a return on investment
to the community, and will deplete opportunity for improvements in county food relief programs, social work
programs, parks and recreation programs, public transportation, and roads and bridges maintenance.

I implore that you vote YES on the legislation to rescind the $ 200, 000,000.00 of funding to build a new
Dutchess County Jail.

Thank you for your time and service.
Sincerely,
Bethany Frank
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Morris, Carolyn
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Sent:
To:

Anamae Gilroy <ag4241@ bard edu>
Thursday, June 25, 2020 5:40 PM
Morris, Carolyn; County Legislators

Subject:

Public Comment

From:
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X
: **W unexpected emails.
•

' '

*

%

*

ri

Dear whoever it may concern,

.

I am Anamae Gilroy a 20 year old New Yorker I currently am attending Bard College and reside in Tivoli, NY; making me
a resident of Dutchess County It is essential we don't build this new jail in September It will further fuel and increase
unjust incarceration, and feed an oppressive system. ! demand, as a member of the Dutchess county and as a taxpaying
American, that this 200 million dollar funding (our 200 millionjr is rescinded and used for building and helping positive
facilities in our community. We don't need another jail. Dutchess County needs funding for youth programs, mental
health/health facilities, and public transportation. From the early 2000s youth programs and mental health facility's
funding has dropped while the sheriffs department has more than doubled in their funding in the past 20 years. Our
current situation in America isn't a new political issue but rather a humanitarian one and again, building this jail will feed
a deeply rooted, oppressive system Thank you for your time.

.

.

.

Sincerely,
Anamae Gilroy
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Morris, Carolyn
Hazel Dunning < hazelrosey@gmail.com>
Thursday, June 25, 2020 5:53 PM
Morris, Carolyn; County Legislators
Public Comment

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders
or unexpected emails

.

Hello! This email is to voice my displeasure regarding the plans for the new 2,000,000 dollar prison for dutchess county.
Just this year there were concerns about whether there would be enough money for education in dutchess county, and
plans to cut certain programs due to lack of funding. Rather than spending tax payer money to build a systemically racist
institution we should be investing money into our education systems and therefore supporting the future of this
community. I hope you are strongly considering the wishes of the citizens you've promised to faithfully represent.
Life long resident of the hudson valley, Hazel Dunning
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Morris, Carolyn
From:

Sent:
To:

Subject:

Skylar Schmid < sschmid@ vassar.edu >
Thursday, June 25, 2020 6:02 PM
Morris, Carolyn; County Legislators
Public Comment

ATTENTION : This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
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Dear Dutchess County Legislators,

wsMmmssmTm

Dutchess county should not build a new jail. I am demanding that the Dutchess county government rescind funding for
the construction of the new jail. Building new jails will further systemic racism and oppression The money and
priority should be shifted toward helping to build up the community, not put people in jail As a student at Vassar
College, the Dutchess County community is important to me and I feel that building a jail is harmful to the community

.

Sincerely,
Skylar Schmid
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Morris, Carolyn
Ariella Hyman-Fessler < ariellahf@ me.com>
Thursday, June 25, 2020 6:28 PM
County Legislators
Morris, Carolyn
Public Comment

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders
or unexpected emails

.

Hello Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro,
I am writing as a taxpayer and a voter who resides in Dutchess County, District 18, to demand that the legislature drops
its plans for a new jail.
I call on you to vote to rescind the hundreds of millions of dollars set ti go towards constructing a new jail;It is
unacceptable that this is where we are set to spend our money right now, especially during a pandemic where physical
and mental health, job security, and housing should be at the forefront of our priorities.
We do not need another jail.

What we need is more investment into our communities in terms of youth programs, libraries, and mental health
resources.

.

Our priorities must change

Regards,
Ariella Hyman-Fessler
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

.

Violet Saxon < violetmsaxon@ gmail com >
Thursday, June 25, 2020 6:31 PM
County Legislators
Public Comment

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on Unitsfrom unknown senders or
To Whom It May Concern:

I am a former resident of Dutchess County, and I am appalled by the $ 200 million dollar jail scheduled to be built in
Dutchess County this September. As a young person who went to college in and around Dutchess County, I feel that
many of my most dearly held political beliefs and aspirations were formed by both the injustices I witnessed and the
powerful undercurrent of hope with which these instances were met I saw police officers unfairly target my black
friends I saw police officers hold only people of color accountable for crimes committed by people both black and
white I also saw the community reach up to support these people I saw impassioned young people determined to build
a better world in which no one rots in prison.

.

.

.

.

This money should be redirected towards spending on mental health and youth programs, both of which have been cut
or static for years. Abolitionist tactics such as funding community programs and cutting spending on jails and police will
help to build a safer community for all, and to end the over-criminalization of black and brown people. I urge you not to
move forward with the construction of this jail, and to spend the money where it could create positive change, such as
on mental health and youth programs, to encourage people to participate in their democracy and to undo the structures
of oppression of which new jails are a sinister and potent component. If we refocus our attention on hope, abolition,
trust and community, rather than on punitive, backwards systems built on inequity and racism, we can work to improve
the Dutchess County that has taught us so much. Thank you for your time.
Urgently,

Violet Saxon
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:

To:
Subject:

Elia Xiao < exiao@vassar.edu >
Thursday, June 25, 2020 7:10 PM
County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
Public Comment

ATTENTION: This email come from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.
1
.

-
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Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:

-

s i:

I am writing to voice my opposition to plans for a new jail in Dutchess County as a current resident of
Dutchess County. At this time in particular, of heightened financial insecurity due to COVID, to be spending
hugely on a new jail rather than directing funds to make sure everyone in Dutchess County has access to
quality healthcare (including mental health/addiction as deaths by overdose rising sharply), housing, education,
food, etc seems completely out of touch with what our needs are, as a County, as a community, and as human
beings.

Moreover, the need for a new jail is not there. New York's bait and discovery reform laws have dramatically
reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago, over 400). More
people charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction and
mental-health diagnoses , particularly as we are releasing more and more that incarceration does not solve
our problems, but in fact drastically heightens inequality (racial bias in policing/incarcerating, formerly
incarcerated people being denied rights to equal opportunity employment, voting, federal financial support, etc)
and jails themselves often acting as containers/perpetrators of violence rather than solving any of the
roots of violence. Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into homeless shelters and
expand alternatives to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and reimagine public safety.

For these reasons, i support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July:
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of
part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities

.

In Community
Ella Xiao
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

„

Alex Hilliker < ahillik64@ gmail.com >
Thursday, June 25, 2020 7:23 PM
Morris, Carolyn; County Legislators
$200 million prison

.

ATTENTION This emaii come from anexternal source Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

Hello,
My name Is Alex Hilliker and have recently started to live in Dutchess County and as a resident I wish to vocalize how
building a new $200 million prison would be detrimental not only in the shortterm as it would be costing the taxpayers
tens of millions for years but also in the long term. In the long term, additions to the prison industrial complex in
Dutchess County for 138 people seems extremely excessive Furthermore, the money could be used far better purposes
rather than opening up another prison in the already extensive prison industrial complex throughout the country $200
million dollars for this county is a significant sum and cannot be used to build another prison Invest in the community,

.

.

not in prisons.

.

i
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Morris, Carolyn
Isaiah McRoberts <isaiahmcroberts@gmail.com>
Thursday, June 25, 2020 7:31 PM
Morris, Carolyn

From:
Sent:
To:

.
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| . unexpected emails.
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Hello,
I am student who has taken residence in Dutchess County over the last two years, it had been a pleasure to be a part of
this beautiful New York State community.

However, the issues of mass incarceration and systemic racism that have run rampant throughout our country are stili
present here

.

The current plan to construct a new 2,000,000 dollar prison in a county that currently only has 138 prisoners in
precaution of more inmates seems to be a terrible misuse of tax payers money.
The budget planned for this project could be utilized for a variety of other infrastructural improvements such as
education, health care, and even roadwork.
The tunneling of more resources in to a system that runs on the mass incarceration of people of color for petty drug
possessions is not the correct direction to take

.

Thank you for your time,

Isaiah McRoberts
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:

countyexec

Friday, June 26, 2020 3:29 PM
Leslie Fritz; CountyLegislature; Llaverias, Giancarlo; Sagliano, Don; Polasek, Michael;
Black, Hannah; Keith, Thomas L; Edwards, Rebecca; Truitt, Will; Brendli, Craig; Johnson,
Randy; jeterb@hvc.rr.com; Kearney, Brennan; Metzger, John D.; Bolner, Donna; Paoloni,
Lisa; Cavaccini, Joseph; Zernike, Frits; McHoul, Douglas A.; Page, Nick; Pulver, Gregg;
Munn, Kristofer; Caswell, Stephen; Garito, Faye; Hauser, Edward; Surman, Alan; Houston,
Deirdre; Morris, Carolyn
RE: County Budget

Subject:

Dear Leslie,

Thank you for your email. Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains our
priority. The County has heavily invested in access to mental health services with the building of the Stabilization Center,
a 24/7 walk-in facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive crisis counseling, mental health
assessments, and peer advocacy. In addition to the Stabilization Center, the Department of Behavioral and Community
Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including our call or text service HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis Intervention
Team, which can go directly into the community to aid individuals in crisis.
The County partners with local school districts to incorporate Second Step, a social-emotional learning program that
focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem-solving, and substance-abuse prevention all of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have also dedicated resources
to family stability by increasing family-based foster care placements, offering parent coaching, and providing homevisiting to high-risk families, A strong, stable, and reliable family structure supports positive social-emotional
development and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration.
Additionally, we remain committed to our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical components, needed
resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability, security, and success. In 2019 the County
began implementing the first set of initiatives, including a Foster Care Mentoring program and expanding youth
employment programs beyond the summer We have also supported the youth services through our Agency Partner
Grant. Over the past eight years, over $7 million has been allocated to critical programs and services in our community
through this program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth programs - anti-bullying, workforce development,
literacy, and more
These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to support young people
and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system However, Section 217 of the New York State County Law still
mandates that a county maintain a jail Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and those who provide
services to this population deserve a modern facility designed for the purpose of rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency.
The new Justice and Transition Center will provide:
greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as providing cost
•

.

.

.

.

savings;

the opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in a light-filled and safe environment that is more
•
conducive to positive behavioral change; and
the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential to
•
decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses ( ex. transitional
housing/
These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resuiting in annual savings of nearly $4.1 million. Costsavings primarily come in the form of the reductions to required staff and increases in the inmate to correctional officer
ratio resulting from efficient design elements on the planned facility. The capital costs are an investment in future
annualized operational savings allowing us to save money and focus spending in other areas. Additionally, ending the
Justice and Transition Center project would require significant investment in the current jail facility, specifically the 1995

.

-
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and 1984 sections. Further, with $60 million already bonded for the project, over $ 3 million in debt service will still need
to be paid annually.
Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020. The legislation significantly impacted
the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County Jail Additionally, before the
implementation of the 2019 criminal justice reform, Dutchess County had reduced our jail population by 30 percent over
a five year period through initiatives designed to divert lower risk and/or mentally ill defendants from jail, including
building our Stabilization Center; providing Crisis Intervention Training ( ClTj to law enforcement; and utilizing a
sophisticated array of evidenced-based pretrial diversion practices. This work has become the model for many of the
counties of which you write about. Given these factors, the design of the new Justice and Transition Center was reduced
by over 200 beds.
We recognize the changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only a legal
obligation, but a moral one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing incarcerated
individuals, as well as provide rehabilitative programming shown to reduce recidivism and improve outcomes. The
Justice and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing millions in annualized cost savings.
1 appreciate your interest in this topic, and I hope I have addressed some, if not all, of your concerns.

.

Marcus J. Molinaro

Dutchess County Executive
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845-486-2000 phone
845-486-2021 fax
Email; countyexec @ dutchessny.gov
www.dutchessny.gov

Original Message
From: Leslie Fritz <lesliesarafritz @icloud.com>
Sent: Thursday, June 25, 2020 8 :43 PM
To: CountyLegislature <CountyLegisiature @ dutchessny.gov>; Llaverias, Giancario <gllaverias @ dutchessny.gov>;
Sagiiano, Don <dsagliano @ dutchessny.gov>; Polasek, Michael <mpolasek @dutchessny.gov>; Biack, Hannah
<hblackdc4@gmail.com>; Keith, Thomas L. <tkeith@ dutchessny.gov>; Edwards, Rebecca <redutchess6@ gmail com>;
Truitt, Will <wtruitt@ dutchessny.gov>; Brendli, Craig <cbrendli @ dutchessny.gov>; Johnson, Randy
<rjohnson@ dutchessny.gov>; jeterb @ hvc.rr.com; Kearney, Brennan <blcearney @dutchessny gov>; Metzger, John D
<metzger4dc @ gmai!.com>; Bolner, Donna <dbolner @ dutchessny gov>; Paoloni, Lisa <lpaolorri@ dutchessny.gov>;
Cavaccini, Joseph <jcavaccini@ dutchessny.gov>; Zernike, Frits <fzernike@dutchessny.gov>; McHoul, Douglas A.
<dmchoui@ dutchessny gov>; Page, Nick <npage @ dutchessny.gov>; Pulver, Gregg <gpulver@dutchessny.gov>; Munn,
Kristofer <kmunn@ dutchessny.gov>; Caswell, Stephen < scaswell @ dutchessny.gov>; Garitp, Faye
<fgarito @ dutchessny.gov>; Hauser, Edward <ehauser @ dutchessny.gov>; Surman, Alan <alansurman@ optimum.net>;
Fiouston, Deirdre <dhouston@ dutchessny.gov>; countyexec <countyexec @dutchessny.gov>; Morris, Carolyn
<cmorris@ dutchessny.gov>
Subject: County Budget

.

"

.

.

.

.

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders
or unexpected emails.
Dear Dutchess County Legislature,

78

.

Hi, my name is Leslie Fritz and I am a resident of Stanfordville I am asking you to reallocate money away from the
Dutchess County Sheriffs Department, which disproportionately targets Black residents, From traffic stops, to arrests, to
the use of lethal force, Dutchess County Sheriffs Department targets nonwhite residents at a rate far exceeding their
share of the population. Much scholarship shows that a living wage, access to health services and treatment,
educational opportunity, and stable housing are far more successful at promoting community safety than policing and
prisons

.

Dutchess County is currently allocating $54,665,818 of its budget to the Sheriff and Jail, $18,041,128 to Probation and
$1,312,183 to Juvenile Detention, totaling $74,304,402 (14.5%) toward programs that have little benefit to the
community All the while only allocating $ 49,520,574 (9.6%) toward public education from Pre -School through
Community College, $46,379,552 ( 9%) to the Department of Behavioral & Community Health, and $11,668,951 (0.02%)
to our already inadequate Public Transportation system. Additionally, only $1,215,670 (0.002%) was allocated to the
Agency Partner Grant Program which includes many of the programs that support the community in meaningful ways
such as housing, restorative justice, food access, literacy, and much more. This means that Dutchess County is allocating
nearly the same amount of funding to policing and incarceration as it is to all of these other programs combined.

.

This is an unacceptable disparity in funding. It stands to reason that a greater number of residents can benefit from
access to healthcare, education, and transportation in their communities than they can from police presence and
incarceration. As such, I demand a meaningful reallocation of these funds towards healthcare and social programs that
truly benefit the community.
Sincerely,
Leslie Fritz
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Morris, Carolyn
Dylan Reagh < dylanreagh@gmail.com >
Thursday, June 25, 2020 8:45 PM
Morris, Carolyn; County Legislators
Public Comment concerning New Jail

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

.

ATTENTION: This email come from an external source Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
~

.

.

.

unexpected emails.

Hi,

.

.

I live in Red Hook I've learned that Dutchess County plans to allot $ 200,000,000 to build a new Jail As a resident of this
county I find this to be an incredibly unhelpful expenditure of taxpayer funds Why not use that money to actively and
directly Improve the society of this county ? Infrastructure, healthcare, employment, environmental and public services,
utilities, sports, art; there's so many ways that such a large sum of money could be used beneficially

.

.

Please don't use the resources of our government to imprison your constituents. Put the money into programs for the
public benefit.

96

Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:

To:
Subject:

Aidan Zola < azola @ vassar.edu >
Thursday, June 25, 2020 8:50 PM
Morris, Carolyn; County Legislators
Public Comment

email came from an externaI source, Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
:
y unexpected emails.
-v
To whom it may concern,

^ ATTENTiON: This
:

'

I would like for the following comment to be read aloud during the Dutchess County Legislature Board meeting on July
13, 2020:

"My name is Aidan Zola, and I 'm a recent graduate of Vassar College. Though I’ve since left the Poughkeepsie area to
return home, I've also come to know and love this city and county over the last four years. From tutoring Incredibly
bright, creative kids at the Poughkeepsie Middle School, to working full time at Hudson River Healthcare in the Family
Partnership and volunteering as a birth doula at Vassar Brothers, 1 can definitively say that the people who make up
this community are like no other. They're kind, community-driven, and passionate and they welcomed an outsider
"Vassar kid" like me--something I ' m deeply grateful for.

.

But you all know this. And besides, it shouldn’t make a difference No matter how you describe Dutchess County, you
should not be building a new $ 200 million dollar jail. 1 cannot stand for the county allocating a meager $5.6 million
dollars to public transit, when everyday at HRHCare, I saw patients who most needed medical care miss their
appointments because the bus was late or didn't run near their neighborhood I cannot stand for the county building
a new jail when the local schools are falling down on the children who rely on them

.

.

Building a fancy new prison is not the answer. Instead of building up the county' s inhabitants through increased social
services, supporting local and POC-/Black-owned businesses, and investing in your own children' s futures, you are
deciding to incarcerate more people-who are and will be predominantly lower-income and Black folks. Be on the
right side of history. DO something-you have the power. Don't build the jail."

Thank you,
Aidan Zola

Aidan Zola
Science, Technology, and Society Major
French and Francophone Studies Major
Vassar College '20
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Morris, Carolyn
Lia Vaccarino < liavaccarino@gmail.com>
Thursday, June 25, 2020 9:45 PM
Morris, Carolyn; County Legislators

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Public Comment

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders
or unexpected emails

.

.

I am writing to express my strong opposition to the construction of a new jail in Dutchess county There is a desperate
need for funding In our counties public school system. Please protect our children's future, invest in education and not
punishment I vehemently oppose the funding and construction of this jail by mine and my communities tax dollar ,
Please, I beg for compassion, fund our community through public services, do not build this jail

.

.

Sent from my iPhone
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Morris, Carolyn
Gaia B < gaiagbiessing @ gmail.com >
Friday, June 26, 2020 4:19 AM
County Legislators
Public Comment

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

.

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source Do not open attachments
'

.

^

unknown senders or

To whom it concerns:

My name is Gaia Blessing and i am a resident of Brooklyn, New York and a current student at Vassar College in
Poughkeepsie Throughout my time at Vassar, I have volunteered for a grassroots organization called "Nobody Leaves
Mid-Hudson," which is currently focusing on a variety of projects that would make the lives of undocumented citizens in
the Hudson valley more equitable

.

.

One thing that the organization has accomplished is surveying citizens of the area on what their everyday needs are. This
clearly demonstrates those who have the ability to bring about change listening to the needs of the people

.

I ask you to do the same by fighting against Dutchess county's plans to build a new jail. Especially in light of all that is
going on in our country at the moment, to do so would both be an act of blatantly ignoring the needs of the people and
demonstrating your lack of support for those to whom it is your duty to protect

.

Our current " criminal -justice system" fails to address the underlying, systemic causes that lead to the incarceration of
such a large portion of Americans. Jails and policing have consistently proven to NOT make communities any safer:
practices like restorative and transformative justice prompts individuals to engage in transformative reflection that HAS
proven to have a lasting, positive impact on both the individual and the community as a whole

.

I urge you to consider distributing funds to more practices like these.

.

Please do not take this message lightly. Your people need you to hear our voices and advocate for our needs

Thank you for your time.
Sincerely,
Gaia Blessing
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

ATTENTION : This email carrie

Miko < mikoother12345 @ gmaii.conn>
Friday, June 26, 2020 9:57 AM
Morris, Carolyn
Public Comment
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unexpected emails :
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Hi,
i spent a large chunk of my life in Dutchess Country and am so upset at the idea that $ 200 MILLION will go towards
building jails rather than supporting the community Please reconsider the priorities, especially since we 're in a
pandemic and recession! There are so many better ways to spend that money.I'm happy to provide some examples if it
helps. Thank you!!

.
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:

Mariel Cupp < mc3502@bard.edu>
Friday, June 26, 2020 10:35 AM
Morris, Carolyn; County Legislators

Subject:

Public Comment

ATTENTION : This email came from an external sdurc& Do hoi openattachments or click on links from unknown senders or
-

.

fey

Hello,
I am a Dutchess County registered voter and resident based in Tivoli NY, and I am reaching out with concern and

disappointment regarding the budget allocation which has attributed a great deal of money towards the new jail in
Dutchess County. Given the lack of funding for highways and bridges, not to mention the very little funds put towards
public transport, I am disheartened and disapproving of the millions of dollars that Dutchess County is willing to dump
into a facility which will aid in incarcerating our citizens, costing taxpayers millions of dollars for the foreseeable future I
strongly believe that our priorities need to change, and they need to change now Why would we continue to increase
the budget for the sheriff's department and new jails instead of youth programs, education, and public health? I know I
am not alone in this disappointment, and I hope that my concerns are heard and taken seriously. Thank you for your
time.

.

Every best,
Mariel
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:

Melina Roise < mr8208@ bard.edu>
Friday, June 26, 2020 12:51 PM
Morris, Carolyn; County Legislators
Public Comment

Subject:

This email came from an external source,Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders dr
u n e x p e c t e d emails
| :L * ?
l
I am a resident of Red Hook and senior at Bard College I am fully against the construction of a new jail in Dutchess
county, especially one that will cost taxpayers $ 200,000,000 It is an extreme injustice, in the midst of a pandemic and
civil rights movement, to reduce the budgets from youth services and mental health spending along with money that
could be put towards public health and instead allocate it towards incarcerating community members Our priorities
need to change now.

!

.

.

:

.

.

Melina Roise
Bard College Class of ' 21
860-992-6472
( she/her/hers)
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

.

Cat Greenstreet <catgreenstreet@gmail com >
Friday, June 26, 2020 12:53 PM
County Legislators
cmorris@ dutchessny gov

.

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source, bo riot open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
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'

Dear County Legislators

I am urging you to reconsider the appropriation of funds to the county Jail project. In the aftermath, perhaps, of Covid-19,
the county’s fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid arrives, the county will need to borrow
later this year to cover basic operations. Layoffs and cuts to services seem inevitable. At the same time, nationwide
protests for racial justice are challenging us to rethink our society 's outsized spending on law enforcement and
incarceration , This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail, burden taxpayers, and divert money from
other urgent priorities. Whatever money we have needs to be invested in helping us residents of the county get on our
feet,

The good news is that New York's bail and discovery reform laws have dramatically reduced pre-trial incarceration and,
thus, the jail population, which is around 130 now, where it was over 400 two years ago. As should be, more people
charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction and mental-health diagnoses.
Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into shelters for unhoused people and expand alternatives
to incarceration. I urge more restorative justice initiatives and training from middle school to adults. A new jail should not
be Dutchess County's priority.
I support the Democratic caucus's two resolutions, submitted for consideration in July, which would 1) rescind the
remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction and 2 ) recommend a commission to
research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of partof the current space, jail-sharing with
other counties, or other possibilities.
-

Thank you for your thoughtful, compassionate consideration at this extremely important crossroads for our county and our
nation. We could be trendsetters here in Dutchess County . Let’s do it!
Sincerely,

Carol (Cat) Greenstreet
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Morris, Carolyn
Claire Fondrie-Teitler < claire.fondrie@ gmail.com>
Friday, June 26, 2020 1:01 PM
Morris, Carolyn; County Legislators
Public Comment

From:
Sent:

To:

Subject:

i
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Hi all,

.

As a community member I would like to speak out against the construction of a new jail The construction ofa new jail in
Dutchess County is, short and simple, a terrible idea Mass incarceration in this country sets us apart from all other
nations in the world, and it is not something to be proud of. We have seen that incarceration is bad for public health,
that recidivism is higher with more severe incarceration, and especially that the system targets Black and brown people
and was built on racist ideas that it continues to perpetuate Building a new jail now is like spending hundreds of millions
of dollars on an infected bandaid. It makes the problem worse and takes away funding from things that would help
reduce crime. Since the pandemic, people and governments are facing budget cuts Why spend hundreds of millions of
dollars on something harmful when you could use that money to improve schools in the area, or fund programs to

.

.

.

reduce food or housing insecurity?
Crime is a last resort for people whose basic needs are not being met. Spend money on lifting up the (east fortunate and
most oppressed among us, not on oppressing them further.
Thank you for your time.
Sincerely,

Claire Fondrie-Teitler
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Hello,
My name is Jennie To and I am a resident of Poughkeepsie NY, zip code 12601.1 am submitting this public comment to
state that I am against Dutchess County building a new jail and demand that Dutchess County Legislators vote to rescind
$ 200 million from constructing a new jail.
i’

The plans to construct the jail, despite lack of community support or need, is unnecessary and actively promotes
violence towards and incarceration of Black, Indigenous and other people of color. Our so-called "criminal justice
system" does not address the systematic underlying causes of why people are in jail, and creating new jails blatantly
ignores the fact that policing and jails do not make communities safer.

The $200 million planned spending on the construction of a new jail should go towards services and programs that
actually make our community safer, such as health & mental health services, youth services and other community
building projects that affirm housing, healthcare and education for all Dutchess County residents, especially since ail of
these helpful services's funding have been decreasing or have stayed the same, while the sheriffs department and the
jail's budget have increased dramatically.
I am a resident of Dutchess County, and I oppose the proposed plan to build a new jail.

Thank you,
Jennie To
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Dear Dutchess County Legislators,

My name is Bella Fabiani and I am an undergraduate student at Occidental College in Los Angeles. I am emailing to
demand that Dutchess County rescinds the $200,000,000 funding towards the construction of a new jail The decision to
fund a $ 200 million dollar jail will disproportionately impact Black, Indigenous, and POC communities in Dutchess
County. I urge you to vote yes on rescinding the jail' s funding and to consider reallocating those funds to mental health
services, funding for youth programs, education, and other important social services Moving forward in 2020 and
beyond, I urge Dutchess County to make decisions that ultimately protect and not harm their B1POC communities

.

.

Sincerely,

Isabella Fabiani

(858)-228-6O74

Occidental College r 2i
Los Angeles, CA
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The decision on behalf of Dutchess County to waste $200 million on the building of a new jail is thoughtless and actively
harms Black and brown constituents This will cost county taxpayers almost $10 million every year moving forward - it is
no wonder that there is no community support for this decision. The annual county budget for the sheriff 's department
has already more than doubled in the past twenty years, while health funding of all forms dropped over 10 million just in

.

.

the past year This is not a prioritization of the health and safety of the population, but rather an increased investment in
a system designed to fail. The American criminal justice system (including that of Dutchess County) does not address the
roots of crime, but rather treats the symptoms of poverty, harm, and desperation. Practices like restorative and
transformative justice are much better posited to create the lasting change needed to transform our communities.

Furthermore, the current incarcerated population is 130 people, yet the supposedly "downsized" jail will be built to
accommodate 328; there is no logic to support this size, except that it demonstrates an intention on the part of
Dutchess County officials to seek further incarceration of their own people. How can this decision possibly be argued to
support public safety? I ask you to rescind this plan immediately and redirect funding into community-oriented
programs and human services.
Olivia Gotsch
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Thank you for reading my comment. I am a life long resident of the county and a public school teacher
I believe the county should redirect the funding for the proposed jail to social welfare, community and mental health
care services.
We don't need a big new jail, we need support services for our residents
Dutchess County should be less punitive and more supportive.

:

.

l

Thank you,
Alison Vaccarino
Sent from my iPhone
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Hello,
I am writing today to advocate for my neighbors and my community in saying: we must fund our community services at
a greater rate to benefit and advance our oppressed communities To find these funds for our opressed and specifically
Black communities, we must defund the police.

.

This money must be taken away from the police because policing as an institution is inherently violent towards Black
people and other marginalized groups. I do believe we must develop a model of safety that do not involve police,
because police do not promote public safety.
Please let me know what you are using your power to do specifically, to make sure our marginalized communities are
advanced and cared for. Please let me know specifically, how you are reallocating funds within the city budget to benefit
our Black residents.
Sincerely,
Jamie Reeves
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My name is Cullen Drissell and I recently graduated from Bard College I have since moved back home to St. Louis where
l have begun actively learning and working on being anti racist. It frustrated and saddened me to recently learn that
Dutchess County, my home for the past four years, is planning on building a 200 million dollar jail I challenge you to
think more critically about this choice. Will this temporary "band-aid" solution to the incarceration issue in this country
do anything but put more bodies in the evil and repetitive cycle of our criminal justice system? Have you stopped to
think about why you are even considering the need for a new jail? Maybe the issue is a lack of investment in our
communities, especially poor communities and communities of color I am asking you to think about the potential of
investing in the physicaLand mental health of Black and Brown children who are fearful for their lives every day
Investing in the education system to help young people build a foundation to navigate within this world Investing in
affordable housing so people struggling against racism and poverty in this country have the option to put a roof over
their head. These investments can become a reality if we, as a country and as a people, decide to shift our collective
funds away from jails and policing and into the well-beings of our neighbors, friends, and family. This is a crucial moment
in time where we have the ability to step away from the deeply racist and oppressive systems our parents,
grandparents, and ancestors left us Focus on the problem at the core rather than the surface, Invest in real solutions
like education, healthcare, housing, and other social services rather than jails and policing. I am asking you, Dutchess
County, to rescind this choice of spending $200,000,000 on a new jail and put that money into the community. Thank
•

•

•

•

.

-

.

.

.

.

you for your time.
Cullen Drissell
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Good evening, June 30th is proving to be a busy day with important resources for municipalities as well as residents and
businesses. Please see below. Best regards, Carla Castillo
Low- Embodied Carbon Concrete: Beginning at 10am on June 30th, the Village of Hastings-on Hudson will present a
webinar on how low carbon concrete can play a role in decreasing global greenhouse gas emissions. Register for the
webinar here and learn more on the Village's website.
th
Putnam County Clean Heating & Cooling Campaign Virtual Launch: Following at 11:00am on June 30 , Putnam
County will launch a campaign designed to reduce energy use and energy costs through heat pump technology While
this opportunity is specifically for Putnam home- and business-owners, since we are all so interconnected in the Hudson
Valley, please feel free to share with your Putnam County colleagues, friends family members, and
neighbors. Registration forthe virtual launch is here: attached find an invitation with more information on the launch

.

,

and campaign.
Energy- & Cost- Saving Heat Pump Technology: Interested in this technology, but you live or own a business in
Orange, Sullivan, Ulster, or Westchester counties?- Visit the below -listed webpages for specific county campaigns or
the NYSERDA Clean Heating & Cooling Campaign webpage to learn more about the program.
• HeatSmart Orange County for Orange County.
• Sustainable Hudson Valiev for campaigns in Sullivan and Ulster counties.
• Sustainable Westchester for Westchester County.

Carla C. Castillo G., MS/MCP | Deputy Executive Director / Clean Energy Communities Coordinator
Hudson Valiev Regional Council | Newburgh, NY 12550 [ 845-564- 4075, ext, 210
Check out HVRC' s Winter Newsletter & Fgcebook page!
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Hello,

.

My name is Keya Acharya I live in Bronxvllle, NY. I am writing today to ask that you rescind $200, 000, 000 from
constructing a new jail. I have worked extensively with people who are incarcerated and know the social, physical, and
emotional impact of incarceration is devastating. This money could be better used by providing mental heath resources,
housing, and health care. There is extensive research documenting high recidivism rates in the U.S. Jails are clearly not
creating safe communities nor preventing crime. Please do not use the $200, 000, 000 to build a new jail.

Sincerely,
Keya Acharya
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Dear Dutchess County Legislators,
jail, cancel
I am writing today to demand that this body rescind all $200 million allocated for the construction of a new
.
the project, and reallocate the money to vital community services

The proposed jail, with its enormous budget, is a massive step in the wrong direction. Amidst a national conversation
about mass incarceration and the decades of systemic racism and violent over-policing in black communities, it is time to
radically reimagine our justice system.
The $200 million price tag for this regressive project is insulting in the wake of recent budget cuts to vital youth
programs and health care services in Dutchess County. It is an undue tax burden on communities which could be better
served if this money was spent on education, rehabilitation, and family aid.
We must reconsider our dependence on incarceration and fix the glaring funding disparities which hold families and
young people back

.

Thank you,
Carl Nelson
Tivoli Resident
Carl Nelson
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Hello,
I am writing to you to demand that you rescind funding for the proposed prison to be built in Dutchess County. The
construction of new prisons upholds mass incarceration in the US, irreparably damaging the lives of thousands of
Americans-particulariy Black and brown Americans-contributing to the issue of voter suppression and unpaid labor in
the US. In order to uplift Americans and protect our most vulnerable communities, you must reject any efforts to build
new prisons in Dutchess County.
Signed,
Alexi Piirimae
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on schools and
Do not go ahead with plans to construct a new jail in Dutches County Instead spend the $ 200 million
your people !
organizing in community's ! We should be spending to uplift empower and educate not imprison! Support

68

Morris, Carolyn
Camille LaBossier <camilielabossier@ gmail.com >
Saturday, June 27, 2020 10:12 AM
CountyLegislature; Morris, Carolyn
Public comment

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments

. unexpected emails.

or dick on links from unknown senders or
[ r.k- p

:d -r
•
••
:

..

do the thing that helps other
It seems like it's always been common knowledge to me that people in power will never
prison is unhelpful for the majority
human beings live the best lives they can. Why is that? I'm sure you understand that
lives thrown away. Every single
of people put in the system, yet you still think that more people deserve to have their
still don't believe that defunding the
life is so valuable and should be treated as such. It's crazy to me that some people
jail, shouldn't we at least try to focus
police is our only option Before we take even more money from taxpayers for this
? If we give people the resources they
our money to programs that prevent the police from being called in the First place
in the prison system? So why
need to cope and survive without enacting harm on others, wouldn't we have less people
ed by millions of dollars
has
decreas
are we spending almost 200 MILLION DOLLARS on a jail. Mental health spending
funding for construction of the jail
since 2006. Spending on beneficial youth programs rests at $1.65 million. Rescinding
?
would be a simple task for you, if you cared about the well being of all people. But do you

.

67

I
t

:

F

Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Gina Santorelli < stassi.g@icloud.com >
Saturday, June 27, 2020 11:12 AM
CountyLegislature
Dutchess Responds Assistance Request

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
- .: ; unexpected emails

.

•

•

Hi Good morning!
! was recruited to your division of the MRC even though I live in Long Beach on Long Island in Nassau County. I see
Nassau County is extremely slow in their efforts to establish anything close to the wonderful work you have done I
applied in March to join Nassau County MRC. I am STILL awaiting a response They emaiied me as well as postal mailed I
me letters informing me they are working on my application Is there anyway you could help speed up their process I
think they need help as they are way behind and I am willing to assist them If there is anything you could do please let
me know. I would appreciate anything you could do. I have been working with Trish from Duchess and she even referred
me to the Nassau County website where nothing is being done. She was trying to help me get involved closer to my
home and I assume she has no knowledge that they aren't able to get anything done possibly because they don't have
the man-power? I don't know but I would love to help them. Please contact me I appreciate your help!

.

.

.

.

.

Best,

Gina Marie Santorelli
631.721,3121 [ m
stassi.g(a>idoud.com [ e

This email may contain proprietary, confidential and/or privileged material for the sole use of the intended recipient(s).
Any review, use, distribution or disclosure by others is strictly prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient ( or
authorized to receive for the recipient), please contact the sender by reply email and delete all copies of this message.
Sent from my IPhone
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Hello Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro,
I am writing as a taxpayer and voter who resides in Dutchess County, District 18, to demand that the Legislature drop its
plans for a new jail. I ask you to vote to rescind the hundreds of millions of dollars set to go towards constructing a new
jail. How is this an acceptable priority, especially now during a pandemic where physical and mental health, job security,
and housing are so crucial? Additionally, we must recognize thefunction of jails in systemic racism in this country To
build another jail is to put more innocent Black and brown lives at risk, when this same money could be put into
investing in our communities - this is what prevents crime. We need more investment into youth programs, libraries,
and mental health services. Our priorities must change

.

.

Best,
Sereene Kurzum
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Good Afternoon,
I am writing to express my displeasure that Dutchess County plans to invest in a new jail when funds could be more
productively allocated to public transport, aid to those suffering due to Covid-19, and alleviating county debt.
Our current social and political environment in which the oppression of black people by the police is becoming obvious
to all onlookers demands that we take action to change the justice systems in our communities Building a new jail and

.

.

funnelling money into sheriffs departments will harm citizens who are targeted by law enforcement

.

You, the leaders of our community have the opportunity to create positive change during this tumultuous time Do not
build a new jail Instead of building a jail consider what you can do to prevent anyone from ever ending up in jail Use
funds to provide resources to educators and students which will enhance online learning Use funds to create shelters
for people who are homeless Put money into justice reform, create committees who can reconfigure county law

.

.

.

.

enforcement
Sincerely,

Tilly Barickman

Tilly Barickman
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Dutchess County should not build a new jail. More prisons never solved anything. Decades of research have shown that
prison is the least effective place to rehabilitate offenders. Studies have indicated that a stint in prison increases the
likelihood that inmates will reoffend
So whom does a new prison actually benefit? Put all those millions back into health and youth programs specifically
aimed at empowering POC in the community if you actually want to see less crimes. None of this is new. The fact that
this is even up for debate is shameful.

.
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Joshua Multer
Poughkeepsie Resident
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Hello,

My name is Thomas Bloxham and I am a resident of Red Hook, NY. I'm writing to you today to stand against the $200
million being allocated to the construction of a new prison in Dutchess County. There are several reasons this prison
should NOT BE BUILT, including:

•
•
•

•

Dutchess County only has around 150 people incarcerated in the current prison. A prison with a capacity for
over 300 is unnecessary and a waste of taxpayer money.
The $ 200 million would cost taxpayers an average of $10 million a year for the foreseeable future, which is an
outrage, considering no one in the county is even ASKING for a new prison.
Our youth programs are criminally underfunded and the $1.6 million a year allocated to them has remained
stagnant for nearly fifteen years.
Our current prison system incarcerates people of color at a much higher rate than white offenders, and
considering our county is over 80% white, this would lead to less diversity in our population.

Overall, I blatantly oppose the construction of this prison. It is a disgusting waste of taxpayer dollars and its progress
needs to be halted immediately,

Thomas Bloxham
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Hi, my name is Cameron Orr and I am a resident of Red Hook. I am asking you to reallocate money away from the
Dutchess County Sheriffs Department, which disproportionately targets Black residents. From traffic stops, to arrests, to
the use of lethal force, Dutchess County Sheriffs Department targets nonwhite residents at a rate far exceeding their
share of the population. Much scholarship shows that a living wage, access to health services and treatment,
educational opportunity, and stable housing are far more successful at promoting community safety than policing and
prisons.
Dutchess County is currently allocating $54,665,818 of its budget to the Sheriff and Jail, $18,041,128 to Probation and
$1,312,183 to Juvenile Detention, totaling $74,304,402 (14.5%) toward programs that have little benefit to the
community. All the while only allocating $49,520,574
( 9.6%) toward public education from Pre-School through Community College, $46,379,552 (9%) to the Department of
Behavioral & Community Health, and $11,668,951 (0.02%) to our already inadequate Public Transportation system.
Additionally, only $1,215,670 (0.002%) was allocated to the Agency Partner Grant Program which includes many of the
programs that support the community in meaningful ways such as housing, restorative justice, food access, literacy, and
much more. This means that Dutchess County is allocating nearly the same amount of funding to policing and
incarceration as it is to all of these other programs combined.

This is an unacceptable disparity in funding. It stands to reason that a greater number of residents can benefit from
access to healthcare, education, and transportation in their communities than they can from police presence and
incarceration. As such, I demand a meaningful reallocation of these funds towards healthcare and social programs that
truly benefit the community.
Sincerely,
Cameron Orr
Red Hook NY
cambot @riseup.net
9176157721
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To the Dutchess County Legislature,

.

My name is Lafe Cantrall and I am a Dutchess County resident (since 2013 ) I am writing to express publicly my objection
to the county's plans to build a new jail in September of this year My reasons are as follows:

.

--The plan for this jail would cost over $132 million dollars; an unprecedented expense for a capital project in our

.

county The expense of this project would throw Dutchess County into a deep debt for the next 2 decades, with the
interest of this debt accruing millions of dollars in additional cost during these next 2 decades.

-The USA is currently entering an economic recession due to the impact of the COVID-19 epidemic. Now is not a wise

.

time for Dutchess County to take on such a large and unprecedented debt

—These funds need to be reallocated to mental health, addiction, and education services, and to the aid of homeless
members of our community. Jails do not protect individuals or communities and this project would have a direct
negative impact on the amount of resources available to our community

.

-Our county's focus should not be on building a new jail, thereby engaging in a carceral system that stems directly from
the historical enslavement of Black individuals, a system that perpetuates violence, dehumanization, and racism
towards Black individuals and communities.

.

I object to the construction of this jail based on the above economic and moral reasons Any theoretical profit made by
Dutchess County from the completion of this jail would be the county directly benefiting from institutional racism,
carceral punishment, and the system of exploited labor of incarcerated individuals.

Before this jail is approved I request answers to the following questions:
-Why is homelessness increasing In Dutchess County? Flow are you going to decrease homelessness? (There was an
18% increase from 2018 to 2019.)
How are you going to decrease addiction overdose related deaths in Dutchess County? (There have been 379 reported
over the last 5 years.)
-Why has the county budget for health & mental health resources decreased over the past several years?
Why has the county budget for youth programs decreased over the past several years?

-

—

I urge you to focus on these deeply human needs before putting our county in debt with the construction of this new

jail.

Sincerely,
Lafe Cantrall
, NY 12571
Hook
Red
from
Constituent
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Dear Dutchess County Legislature,

.

l am writing to say that I strongly oppose the proposed construction of a new jail in Dutchess County in September
Allocating $132 million dollars for the construction of a new prison while our county is still in the midst of the
coronavirus pandemic is an exceptionally abhorrent decision that prioritizes the expansion of mass incarceration over
the lives of the citizens of Dutchess County Prisons do not make our society safer We can not afford to continue
pretending that locking people away solves our problems as a community We can not spend more of our taxpayers'
resources on perpetuating a system that we know disproportionately targets Black people and other people of color, a
violent system that ruins lives, depletes communities, and fractures families The proposed $132 million dollar budget
for the new prison is nearly three times the proposed budget for health and mental health services this year, which has
fallen from $59.3. million in 2006 to $46.4 million this year For those of you in support of the new jail: Why do you think
it is acceptable to spend three times as much money constructing human cages than what you invest in the physical
health and mental wellbeing of your constituents during a global pandemic?

.

.

.

.

.

I am eager to hear your thoughts and hope you will act for the good of your constituents. Thank you,
Miriam Anastasi
240-723-9884
20 Church St
Red Hook, NY

12571
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The youth and those affected by mental illnesses should be prioritized in Dutchess County. My question is why fund
another prison when you don't need to ? The prison system already is a multi billion dollar system that not only
incarcerates people unjustly but doesn't rehabilitate those put into jail which can be seen by the reincarceration rates.
Use this money for better, by educating the youth and helping marginalized civilians by a system that has oppressed,
silenced, discriminated them for centuries Do the right thing here, do not build another prison

I

,

.

.

-Emma Hancox
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Morris, Carolyn
Alex Gros < alexander.p.gros@ gmail.com>
Sunday, June 28, 2020 7:47 AM
Morris, Carolyn; County Legislators
Public Comment
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Dear County Legislators,

As a four year resident of Dutchess County, I am writing to express my disapproval of plans to build a new jail in
Dutchess Money dedicated to the planned jail ( as well as the Sheriff 's Department budget) should instead be put
toward improvements in public transit and rail, public health services (including for drug addiction and homelessness),
youth services and community programming, and job training

.

.

The difficulties resulting from COVID-19 will require substantial investments to ensure a strong, vibrant Dutchess County
in the 2020s and building a new jail is a waste of resources .

.

Thank you for your time.
Alexander Gros
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
Subject:

Sarah Matthews < cheekymomo @ gmail,com>
Sunday, June 28, 2020 1023 AM
Reallocating Funds Away from the Police

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders
or unexpected emails.
Dear Dutchess County Legislature,

.

Hello, my name is Sarah Matthews and I am a resident of Tivoli, New York I am a senior at Bard college and have been a
resident of Dutchess county for about a year. I am asking you to reallocate money away from the Dutchess County
.Sheriffs Department, which disproportionately targets Black residents From traffic stops, to arrests, to the use of lethal
force, Dutchess County Sheriffs Department targets nonwhite residents at a rate far exceeding their share of the
population. I have seen firsthand the ways that my black friends are disproportionately followed and harassed by police
in this county. Much scholarship shows that a living wage, access to health services and treatment, educational
opportunity, and stable housing are far more successful at promoting community safety than policing and prisons.

.

Dutchess County is currently allocating $ 54,665,818 of its budget to the Sheriff and Jail, $18,041,128 to Probation and
$1,312,183 to Juvenile Detention, totaling $74,304,402 (14.5%) toward programs that have little benefit to the
community. All the white only allocating $ 49,520,574 (9.6%) toward public education from Pre-School through
Community College, $ 46,379,552 (9%) to the Department of Behavioral & Community Health,and $11,668,951 (0.02%)
to our already inadequate Public Transportation system. Additionally, only $1,215,670 (0.002%) was allocated to the
Agency Partner Grant Program which includes many of the programs that support the community in meaningful ways
such as housing, restorative justice, food access, literacy, and much more. This means that Dutchess County is allocating
nearly the same amount of funding to policing and incarceration as it is to all of these other programs combined.

This is an unacceptable disparity in funding. It stands to reason that a greater number of residents can benefit from
access to healthcare, education, and transportation in their communities than they can from police presence and
incarceration. As such, I demand a meaningful reallocation of these funds towards healthcare and social programs that
truly benefit the community.
Sincerely,
Sarah Matthews
214-926-3446

Sent from my iPhone
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Sam Lozoff < sam lozoff@ gmaiI com >
Sunday, June 28, 2020 2:17 PM
County Legislators
Opposition to County Jail
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Dear Legislators,
I am Sam Lozoff, a Beacon resident at 30 Dinan Street
I am writing today to express my unequivocal opposition to the $132 million dollar county jail project, slated to begin

.

construction this fall.

How can we feel it is right - in light of new pre-trail bail reforms in New York State that will greatly reduce the
dependence on pre-trial incarceration, in light of a massive budget shortfall due to the Covid-19 pandemic - to make this
massive expenditure? It is our moral duty to decarcerate our county, set up alternatives to incarceration and diversion
programs, and not set up more infrastructure for more intensive policing to fill up more beds

.

What illogical knots wifi the budget hawks tie themselves into to justify this insane expenditure? They better not say this
is an issue of public safety, since there is zero correlation between increased incarceration and increased safety. The
Equal Justice Initiative does a good job summarizing:

"Incarceration is not only "an expensive way to achieve less public safety," but it may actually increase crime by breaking
down the social and family bonds that guide individuals away from crime, removing adults who would otherwise nurture
children, depriving communities of income, reducing future income potential, and engendering a deep resentment
toward the legal system."
Thank you,
Sam Lozoff
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Morris, Carolyn
From:

Sent:
To:

Subject:

Michael Kiel < michaeldkiel@gmail.com >
Sunday, June 28, 2020 2:27 PM
County Legislators
Please End Construction of Dutchess County Jail

.

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or

Dear County Legislators,

I want to ask the council what our values are? If we value equity, freedom, and justice, then we cannot build a new jail,
for jails serve to remove working people from their communities and to destroy families.
I went to Vassar College and know I am not a constituent of Dutchess County any more, but 1 absolutely love the Hudson
Valley with ail my heart. My favorite memories at Vassar were Geography excursions: hiking in the region, doing
research for Clearwater, and learning about the history of city planning in Poughkeepsie, as highways tore apart a
thriving, multicultural community

.

.

As a four year resident of Dutchess County, I do not approve a new jail Money dedicated to the jail and Sheriff's
Department should be invested in public transportation, public services, youth services, community programming, and
job training, as well as programs to help people experiencing homelessness and drug addiction

.

COVID-19 will require substantial investments to ensure a strong, vibrant Dutchess in the 2020s and a new jail is not only
a waste of resources but a negative stain on the county's fabric

.

If jails were 'hospitals' that were supposed to cure a person of a sickness, why are those with arrest-records more likely
to enter jail and prisons throughout their lives? Wouldn't we close hospitals that makes people sick for the rest of their
lives?

Thank you for your time,
Michael Kiel
The University of Texas at Austin '22
Master of Global Policy Studies | LBJ School of Public Affairs
Master of Russian, East European, and Eurasian Studies | College of Liberal Arts
michaeldkiel@utexas.edu | (832) 444-1219
Pronouns: he, him, his
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Hussirtg, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

countyexec
Monday, July 6, 2020 4:49 PM
Alexandra Winsby; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
RE: Please stop the $200 Million Jail Now!

Dear Alexandra,

Thank you for your email . Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains
our priority. The County has heavily invested in access to mental health services with the building of the
Stabilization Center, a 24/7 walk-in facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive
crisis counseling, mental health assessments, and peer advocacy. In addition to the Stabilization Center, the
Department of Behavioral and Community Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including our call or text
service HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis Intervention Team, which can go directly into the community to aid
individuals in crisis.
The County partners with local school districts to incorporate Second Step, a social emotional learning program
that focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem-solving , and substance-abuse
prevention - all of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have
also dedicated resources to family stability by increasing family-based foster care placements, offering parent
coaching, and providing home-visiting to high-risk families. A strong, stable, and reliable family structure
supports positive social-emotional development and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration.
Additionally, we remain committed to our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical components,
needed resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability, security, and success. In
2019 the County began implementing the first set of initiatives, including a Foster Care Mentoring program and
expanding youth employment programs beyond the summer. We have also supported the youth services
through our Agency Partner Grant. Over the past eight years, over $7 million has been allocated to critical
programs and services in our community through this program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth
programs - anti-bullying, workforce development, literacy, and more.
These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to support young
people and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system. However, Section 217 of the New York State
County Law still mandates that a county maintain a jail. Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and
those who provide services to this population deserve a modem facility designed for the purpose of
rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency. The new Justice and Transition Center will provide:
greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as
•
providing cost savings;
the opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in a light filled and safe environment that is
•
more conducive to positive behavioral change; and
•
the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential
to decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses (ex.
transitional housing).

-

-

These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resulting in annual operational savings of nearly
$4.1 million. Cost-savings primarily come in the form of the reductions to required staff and increases in the
inmate to correctional officer ratio resulting from efficient design elements on the planned facility. The capital
costs are an investment in future annualized operational savings allowing us to save money and focus spending
in other areas. Additionally, ending the Justice and Transition Center project would require significant
investment in the current jail facility, specifically the 1995 and 1984 sections. Further, with $60 million already
bonded for the project, over $3 million in debt service will still need to be paid annually.
l

Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020. The legislation significantly
impacted the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County Jail. Additionally,
before die implementation of the 2019 criminal justice reform, Dutchess County had reduced our jail population
by 30 percent over a five year period through initiatives designed to divert lower risk and/or mentally ill
defendants from jail, including building our Stabilization Center; providing Crisis Intervention Training (CIT)
to law enforcement; and utilizing a sophisticated array of evidenced-based pretrial diversion practices as
alternatives to incarceration (ATIs). This work has become the model for many of the counties of which you
write about. Given these factors, the design of the new Justice and Transition Center was reduced by over 200
beds.
We recognize the changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only a legal
obligation, but a moral one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing
incarcerated individuals and providing rehabilitative programming shown to reduce recidivism and improve
outcomes. The Justice and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing millions in annualized
cost savings .
I appreciate your interest in this topic, and I hope I have addressed some, if not all, of your concerns.

Marcus J. Molinaro
Dutchess County Executive
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845-486-2000 phone
845-486-2021 fax
Email: countyexec@dutchessny.gov
www.dutchessny .gov

Original Message
From: Alexandra Winsby <alix.winsby@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, July 5, 2020 10:40 PM
To: countyexec <countyexec@dutchessny.gov>; County Legislators <CountyLegislators@dutchessny.gov>;
Morris, Carolyn <cmorris@dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Please stop the $200 Million Jail Now!
ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.
.

Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:
I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for
a new jail. The jail would be the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more
than all other county capital spending combined, with bond repayment extending into the 2040s. Post-Covid,
the county's financial situation is dire the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid
arrives, the county will need to borrow later this year to cover basic operations . Layoffs and cuts to essential
services seem inevitable.

—

2

This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities.
For example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism
and mental health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these services,
as well as on much-needed youth programs.

Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York's bail and discovery reform laws have
dramatically reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago, over
400). More people charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction
and mental-health diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into homeless
shelters and expand alternatives to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and reimagine public
safety.
For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July:
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of
part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.
Respectfully submitted,

Alix Winsby
Sent from my iPhone
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Morris, Carolyn
Amelia Van Donsel <amelia.vandonsel@ gmail.com>
Sunday, June 28, 2020 3:22 PM
Morris, Carolyn; County Legislators
Public Comment

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:
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Dear legislatures,
I am writing to express my concern over the construction of a new jail In Dutchess County.

As a student living in the area, I am appalled by the County's interest in moving forward with this project despite a
global outcry for social reform; it is shameful that we expect the worst of our citizens I am young, but it seems so
obvious to me that we would have funds for better preventative measures if we did not see incarceration as a default
solution 200 million dollars—think of where that money could go instead Building yet another jail only adds to
America's repulsive reputation of deeply-flawed mass incarceration and does not benefit its citizens. Decades of
research have proven that imprisonment is the least effective method to rehabilitate offenders and instead increases
recidivism Incarceration was meant to punish and target members of a particular group rather than rehabilitate them

.

'

.

.

.

Don' t ignore the stats on this. Incarceration fails people.

Sincerely,
Amelia
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Attachments:

Sandra Goldberg < sajgold@ aol.com >
Sunday, June 28, 2020 5:34 PM
County Legislators
cmorris @ dutchess.ny.gov; Morris, Carolyn
PUBLIC COMMENT
Letter to Legislature 6-20.docx

ATTENTION : This email come from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.
-

Attached is a letter for public comment at the Legislature's July meeting.
Thank you for your help.
Sandy Goldberg
Former Dutchess County Legislator
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June 29 , 2020
D u t c h e s s C o u n t y L e g i s l a t u r e , 2 2 Market Street

Poughkeepsie , NY 12601
Dear Honorable Legislators!

I a m urging you to support the resolutions on your July agenda that would rescind the remaining
portion of the legislature’s 2017 bond appropriation for jail reconstruction and the resolution

recommending a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail.

Things clearly have changed over the last several years. I know you have reduced the number
"

of cells, but that still does not address the reduced jail population.
The Governor has asked each poiice/sheriff organization in the state of NY to rethink how they

handle criminal justice in their jurisdictions. It seems to melhat before continuing with the
current jail construction plans, that it would make financial sense to wait until those studies are
completed. Their conclusions may point the County in a very different direction.
Currently because of the impacts of the Covid 19 pandemic, finances in the county clearly are

under stress. This alone would be a reason pause the construction plans. Additionally , New
York's bail and discovery reform laws have greatly reduced pre-trial incarceration and we are

diverting people to community based treatment.
Budget priorities should now focus on a more just and equitable Dutchess County.

Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely ,

Sandra Goldberg , former Dutchess County Legislator

Morris, Carolyn
gylanni Carrington <gylannic @ gmaii.com >
Sunday, June 28, 2020 6:43 PM
Defund the PoughkeepsiePolice

From:
Sent:
Subject:

-

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source, Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders
or unexpected emails

.

To Poughkeepsie Officials:

.

My name is Gyianni Carrington and I am a resident of Duchess County

Given the historic, social, and political origins of police and policing, in conjunction with the recent nationwide protests
reflecting the police murders of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Tony McDade I am contacting you because I am
demanding you to redirect money away Poughkeepsie policing and prioritize community services that will help improve
the economic conditions, health, and wellbeing of Poughkeepsie residents, especially our Black communities.

Teachers are at serious risk of losing their positions as well the youth losing the essential human right to learn and
receive a sound education. As such, the Poughkeepsie City School District has stated the following:
The Poughkeepsie City School District is proposing to eliminate 48 positions, including teachers, administrators and
support staff, as it attempts to erase a $ 2.6 million deficit for its 2020- 21 budget. The board voted Wednesday to
eliminate positions for elementary assistant principals, the Poughkeepsie High School dean of students, the assistant to
the superintendent and a position that had yet to be filled for the director of grants and advancement

.

Superintendent Eric Rosser said the cuts, most of which have yet to be voted on,are necessary to overcome financial
challenges that include decreases in state aid, the loss of building aid, increases in operating costs, and other financial
obligations. Some, but not all, of those losses are related to hardships created by the coronavirus pandemic.
He said as the administration continues to finalize its budget he may have to consider more eliminations. School budget
votes, which were to take place May 19, were delayed until a date to be determined after June 1.

"Of course in this district we are not looking to take away valuable members of our organization that support student
learning, but it is our hope that we would be able to retain our staff members, because each member is in the position
to meet the varying needs of our children," Rosser said to the district board of education Wednesday. " Unfortunately,
given our budgetary situation we are forced to move in this direction, it is not a good direction that I, as a
superintendent, or even as an educator, would recommend . However, when you don't have the ability to meet people 's
payroll or salary you have to move in the direction of a budget that we will be able to meet the payroll."
When contacted by the Journal, Board President Felicia Watson declined to answer questions regarding the moves, but
said "The board awaits the presentation of the final budget that the superintendent will be holistically presenting soon."

The layoffs, if approved, would include 27 teacher positions, 11administrator positions, and 10 support staff positions,
as well as the restructuring of some central office positions Rosser noted the eliminations do not necessarily mean 48
staff members will be laid off, given some positions are vacant due to retirements and other transitions

.

.

Administrative positions eliminated would include the P-Tech program principal, the PACE ( Poughkeepsie Academic
and Career Excellence ) program principal, the PACE assistant principal, the high school dean of students, five elementary
assistant principals, the assistant to the superintendent, and the director of grants and advancement.
44

The proposed layoffs would result in around $3 million of savings. Rosser said the eliminations are likely to happen
given the economic uncertainty amid the pandemic, and the district could see more eliminations as the budget is
finalized

.

When asked by the board at the meeting how the schools will continue to provide services, Rosser did not have an
answer.

In addition to the lack of funding in schools, County Executive Marc Molinaro has reported that 2019 was a strong
"fiscal" year, in particular response to the COVID-19 pandemic, stating:

" Expenses totaled $471.2 million, while revenue added up to $472.6 million. Additionally, sales tax revenue increased
by $9.1 million, a 4.6% increase over 2018. The county also ended the fiscal year with $56.9 million in its general fund

.

balance "
Moreover, "...[rjevenues increased in 2019, even as expenditures also increased in several areas. That included a $7.6
million cost increase to the Dutchess County Sheriffs Employee Association for union contract settlements, positions,
employee benefits and debt service."

Ultimately, the allocation of funds to the Poughkeepsie Police Department in contrast to the funding towards schools, is
telling and disgraceful. I yearn to know what you will do to protect Black lives and prevent further instances of policestate-sanctioned violence, and support the emotional, social, and educational well-being of your Black constituents. I
urge you to condemn police brutality, racial profiling, and the use of excessive force by police on oppressed
communities, and show with your budget priorities that you actually care about a safe and healthy community

.

Sincerely,
Gylanni Carrington
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Morris, Carolyn
Yuval Elbaz < yuvalelbaz4@ gmaii.com>
Sunday, June 28, 2020 8:08 PM
CountyLegisiature; Llaverias, Giancarlo; Sagliano, Don; Polasek, Michael; Black, Hannah;
Keith, Thomas L.; Edwards, Rebecca; Truitt, Will; Brendii, Craig; Johnson, Randy;
jeterb@hvc.rr.com; Kearney, Brennan; Metzger, John D.; Bolner, Donna; Paoloni, Lisa;
Cavaccini, Joseph; Zernike, Frits; McHoul, Douglas A.; Page, Nick; Pulver, Gregg; Munn,
Kristofer; Caswell, Stephen; Garito, Faye; Hauser, Edward; Surman, Alan; Houston,
Deirdre; countyexec; Morris, Carolyn
Necessary Action to Defund DC Sheriff's Dep.

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

.

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders
or unexpected emails

.

Dear Dutchess County Legislature,

j.

Hi, my name is Yuval Elbaz and I am a resident of Tivoli. I am asking you to reallocate money away from the Dutchess
County Sheriffs Department, which disproportionately targets Black residents. From traffic stops, to arrests, to the use
of lethal force, Dutchess County Sheriffs Department targets nonwhite residents at a rate far exceeding their share of
the population. Much scholarship shows that a living wage, access to health services and treatment, educational
opportunity, and stable housing are far more successful at promoting community safety than policing and prisons.

Dutchess County is currently allocating $54,665,818 of its budget to the Sheriff and Jail, $18,041,128 to Probation and
$1,312,183 to Juvenile Detention, totaling $74,304,402 (14.5%) toward programs that have little benefit to the
community. All the while only allocating $ 49,520,574 (9.6%) toward public education from Pre-School through
Community College, $46,379,552 (9%) to the Department of Behavioral & Community Health, and $11,668,951 (0.02%)
to our already inadequate Public Transportation system. Additionally, only $1,215,670 (0.002%) was allocated to the
Agency Partner Grant Program which includes many of the programs that support the community in meaningful ways
such as housing, restorative Justice, food access, literacy, and much more. This means that Dutchess County is allocating
nearly the same amount of funding to policing and incarceration as it is to all of these other programs combined.
This is an unacceptable disparity in funding, it stands to reason that a greater number of residents can benefit from
access to healthcare, education, and transportation in their communities than they can from police presence and
incarceration. As such, I demand a meaningful reallocation of these funds towards healthcare and social programs that
truly benefit the community.
Sincerely,
Yuval Elbaz
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jamie Reeves <jamie.j.reeves @aoi.com>
Monday, June 29, 2020 3:27 AM
Jamie,
Specialization and Domestic Violence

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders
or unexpected emails.
Greetings,

In a study of abused women, over 80% said they would not call the police again because they were scared that their
abuser would only get a "slap on the wrist," and that they would come back and hurt them. Seeing that abused women
do not feel safe calling the police to help them escape situations of domestic violence, should we cater to these women
and create a new task force? The answer is yes

.

.

We need specialized teams to respond to issues of domestic violence, that are not police Police simply do not have, and
cannot receive the extensive, rigorous training that specialized experts on deescalating domestically violent situations
and helping victims escape their abuser require. This takes years of training and education, it's one of many issues that
police are simply not fit to handle, like they are expected to today. And I don't just want to see woman officers respond
to these calls, because they are still police officers who are not fit to deal with these situations, in terms of the training

and education they have,
Defunding the police is about more than the safety of our Black neighbors, which -is absolutely vital in itself, it is about
making women more safe by ensuring their issues are cared for in a specialized way by trained professionals

.

Are you willing to help victims of domestic violence?

Thanks,
Jamie
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Morris, Carolyn
Parvaneh Jefferson <pjefferson@vassar.edu>
Monday, June 29, 2020 12:48 PM
Morris, Carolyn; County Legislators
Public Comment

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
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been prevented by dedicating more resources and time to safeguarding communities by keeping them fed, clothed and
given resources to address trauma that they might have faced possibly by seeing a loved one jailed or imprisoned.
Protecting communities does not have to be reactive, it can and should be preventative. When someone acts out most
of the time it is because they are in pain. They are unable to process the hurt they are feeling and giving them another
reason to feel hurt and angry by locking them up instead of giving them the love and care they desperately need is short
sighted. When a little kid in a classroom acts out and shoves his classmate or is rude to the teacher, you could handle it
two ways. You can punish the kid and get him suspended, or you could ask him what's wrong. Punishing is a bandaid to
the problem, addressing what is at the root of the problem is the only way to stop the cycle , Throwing someone in jail
causes a huge disruption to their lives, although one would hope that the process of hearing someone's case is a matter
of days, in reality is a number of months. If you take an individual and keep them from their job fora month and a half
until their trial is heard, you are doing irreparable damage to their well being. They might have kids or family members
at home that either depend on their income or care to survive How beneficial are jails that when we look at the
community consequences of locking someone up we think, this is worth it. It is also no secret that jailing and
imprisonment disproportionately affect communities of color, and this harm and hurt I have been discussing throughout
is felt most heavily by these same populations. We need to be focused on healing everyone, especially communities of
color that are consistently being harmed by the state, whether it be through removing children from their homes
through social services, starving them through a low wage economy, or violently attacking them through police brutality,
we need to be healing. I am still young and want to believe in this country's ability to care for one another. Please
reconsider building another jail and push the money into social services. We need better mental health services, we
need better wages, we need better education in schools. Thank you for considering this entry.

.

^

Parvaneh Jefferson
Dutchess County Resident
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Quentin Wise < qwise@vassar.edu>

Monday, June 29, 2020 12:51 PM
County Legislators
Public comment

ATTENTION: This email come from ah external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

.

I do not support the building of a new prison in the Hudson Valley There are better ways of rebranding and revamping
Poughkeepsie, like building a new school or hospital. I don't see how a new prison will better the community, and this
money could be used much more efficiently to better the local community. In addition, the construction of a new prison
in this community is essentially a middle finger in the face of social justice in the midst of the Black Lives Matter
movement to end police violence and killing of black bodies

.

Quentin Wise
Dutchess county resident
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Finley Bomer-Lawson < finley bomerlawson@gmail.com>
Monday, June 29, 2020 12:57 PM
County Legislators
A new jail? Really?
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Dear County Legislators,

As a four year resident of Dutchess County, I am writing to express my disapproval of plans to build a new jail in
Dutchess Money dedicated to the planned jail ( as well as the Sheriff's Department budget} should instead be put
toward improvements in public transit and rail, public health services (including for drug addiction and people
experiencing homelessness), youth services and community programming, and job training.

.

The difficulties resulting from COVID-19 will require substantial investments to ensure a strong, vibrant Dutchess County
in the 2020s and building a new jail is a waste of resources

.

Sincerely,
Finley Bomer-Lawson
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Morris, Carolyn
Ines Barquet <ib4587@ bard.edu >
Monday, June 29, 2020 1:38 PM

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

CountyLegislature
Dutchess County Funds

.

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders
or unexpected emails

.

Dear Dutchess County Legislature,

Hi, my name is Ines Barquet and I am a resident of Tivoli, NY. I am asking you to reallocate money away from the
Dutchess County Sheriffs Department, which disproportionately targets Black residents From traffic stops, to arrests, to
the use of lethal force, Dutchess County Sheriffs Department targets nonwhite residents at a rate far exceeding their
share of the population. Much scholarship shows that a living wage, access to health services and treatment,
educational opportunity, and stable housing are far more successful at promoting community safety than policing and

.

prisons.

Dutchess County is currently allocating $ 54,665,818 of its budget to the Sheriff and Jail, $18,041,128 to Probation and
$1,312,183 to Juvenile Detention, totaling $74,304,402 (14.5%) toward programs that have little benefit to the
community. All the while only allocating $49,520,574 (9.6%) toward public education from Pre-School through
Community College, $ 46,379,552 ( 9%) to the Department of Behavioral & Community Health, and $11,668,951 (0.02%)
to our already inadequate Public Transportation system. Additionally, only $1,215,670 (0.002%) was allocated to the
Agency Partner Grant Program which includes many of the programs that support the community in meaningful ways
such as housing, restorative justice, food access, literacy, and much more. This means that Dutchess County is allocating
nearly the same amount of funding to policing and incarceration asdt is to all of these other programs combined.
This is an unacceptable disparity in funding. It stands to reason that a greater number of residents can benefit from
access to healthcare,. education, and transportation in their communities than they can from police presence and
incarceration. As such, I demand a meaningful reallocation of these funds towards healthcare and social programs that
truly benefit the community.
Sincerely,
Ines Barquet
91 Broadway, Tivoli, NY, 12583
ib4587 @ bard.edu
9178380268
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Morris, Carolyn
Vicki Fox < vicki831@earthlink.net >
Monday, June 29, 2020 3:22 PM
County Legislators
Don't build a new jail

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
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Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:

Please drop your plans to use my tax money for a new Dutchess County jail.

This jail would be the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken,
costing more than all other county capital spending combined, with bond repayment
extending into the 2040s. Because of COVID-19, the county's financial situation is dire
the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid arrives, the
county will need to borrow later this year to cover basic operations.

—

This is clearly the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money
from other urgent priorities. Overdose deaths are now spiking sharply, and many mental
health needs are also on the rise. Yet the current budget has reduced spending on these
services, as well as on much-needed youth programs.
Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York's bail and discovery reform
laws have dramatically reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jail population (around
130 now; two years ago, over 400), More people charged with misdemeanors are being
diverted to community -based treatment for addiction and mental-health diagnoses.

Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into homeless shelters and
expand alternatives to incarceration; Dutchess County should also re-imagine public
safety.
For these reasons, I support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for
consideration in July:

•rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail
construction
• recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail,
including renovation of part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other

possibilities.
Yours,
34

Vicki Fox
Beacon Resident, public schoolteacher
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Lauren Brady <lmbrady97@gmail.com >
Monday, June 29, 2020 3:56 PM
County Legislators
Public Comment

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders
or unexpected emails.

Hello,
I am a Dutchess County resident who strongly opposes the funding and construction of a new jail in this county. As a
taxpayer, I oppose contributing to the already swollen budget for the sheriff’s department and the creation of a new jail.
! suggest that this money be redistributed to support underfunded communities in our area. This money could be better
used for education, healthcare, mental health aid, infrastructure, ora number of things that would directly serve our

.

community members. Thank you for your time and consideration
Sincerely,
Lauren Brady
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Morris, Carolyn
Angela Katinas < angelakatinas@ gmail.com >
Monday, June 29, 2020 4:00 PM
Morris, Carolyn; County Legislators
Public Comment
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Sent:
To:

Subject:
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ss County votes to rescind the $200,000,000 from
I am a current resident of Dutchess County, and ! demand that Dutche
other community resources is a step in the
constructing a new jail. Pouring funding into incarceration, instead of into
Industrial Complex is not something I
wrong direction towards community building and community safety. The Prison
in this nation to oppress Black people and POC. I
support at all, as it upholds the anti-black and racist structures created
Mental Health spending instead
demand that the money proposed for this new jail be spent on Health and
-

'

1

.

In Solidarity with the Black Community in Dutchess County,
Angela Katinas
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Morris, Carolyn
Alexandra Moon <alexandratmoon@ gmail.com>
Monday, June 29, 2020 8:01 PM
Morris, Carolyn; County Legislators
Public Comment

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

ATTENTION ;

\

"Hello, my name Is Alexandra Moon, i attended Vassar College and graduated In 2016. j am writing in regards to Dutchess County' s
plans to construct a $200M jail this September and express my support in favor of the Dutchess County Democrats legislation to
rescind funding for its construction As you hear opposition to the jail’s construction, ( ask that you remain creative in reimagining
alternatives. Jails and prisons have long been a part of America’s punitive justice system. However, all processes, no matter how
ingrained, should be reevaluated for their efficacy. It has been proven time and again that our punitive justice system has glaring holes.
Allowing construction for this jail is lazy. Those that find themselves at risk of jail or prison are generally misguided and by opposing
construction you’ll be introducing compassion. Be a part of the change and remain creative. I’d be happy to discuss alternatives and
continue to be a resource during these conversations Thank you for your time ”

.

.
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Robin Ucari < robinlicari427 @ gmaiLcom >
Monday, June 29, 2020 8:11 PM
County Legislators; Bolner, Donna
Morris, Carolyn
Defund the Overbuilt Jail - Public Comment
i

Dear Donna Bolner and County Legislators,

I am requesting defunding the jail for the following reasons, increasing financial pressures due to COVID-19, reduction in
need due to new bail reforms, need to reimagine how to deal effectively with the causes of crime and the new emphasis
on police reform. Also, I strongly oppose decreasing funding for much needed mental health programs and addiction
treatment programs when these problems are on the rise due to COVID-19. We need to focus on funding where there is
a need Thank you.

.

Sincerely,

Robin and John Licari
15 Red Hawk Hollow Road
Wappingers Falls, N .Y . 12590
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Morris, Carolyn
Bridget < bridgetcgt @ aoLcom >
Monday, June 29, 2020 8:14 PM
County Legislators
Defunding the County Jail

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

unknown senders dr
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Dear Lisa Paoloni and County Legislators,
'

unexpected emails.

I fully support defunding our County Jail.

y

V

"

.

.

•

.

to COVID-19, reduction of
I am requesting defunding the jail for the following reasons, increasing financial pressures due
causing crimes and
need due to new bail reforms, the need for a new approach on how to deal with the problems
mental health programs
the new emphasis on police reforms. I strongly oppose decreasing funding for much needed
- ,
need to focus on funding
and addiction treatment programs when these problems are on the rise due to COVID 19 We

where there is a need
Bridget Gannon
24 West Academy Street
Wappingers Falls NY 12590
914 204-3659

-
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Morris, Carolyn
Jenna Misra <jenna.misra @ gmail.com >
Monday, June 29, 2020 10:13 PM

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Morris, Carolyn; County Legislators
Public Comment - The Proposed Dutchess County Jail

ATTENTION: This emailcome from anexternalsource; Donotopehattachmentspr click on linksfrom unknown senders or ;
unexpected emails
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I'm writing to urge you to rescind the planned $ 200,000,000 to construct a new jail Taxpayer money should be spent on
things to help those in our communities live better lives: healthcare, mental health services, affordable housing, youth &
aging services, disability services, economic assistance, recreation, etc.

These services will guarantee support for those in need and allow them to live purposeful lives, which will keep people
from stealing, using drugs; it will ensure that they do not get put in desperate circumstances leading to jail time.
In the past 20 years, police spending has more than doubled in Dutchess County, while health/mental health spending
has decreased Do not move ahead with this plan ! It's incredibly harmful for the community at large

.

.

Thank you for your time.
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Vigil Brandon < wilmanns95 @gmail.com >
Monday, June 29, 2020 10:59 PM
County Legislators
Public Comment

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open ditachment$ or click on linksfrom unkrfpwn senders or
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To whom it may concern,

.

'

-

'

Tm a student at Bard College in Dutchess County, NY, and I wanted to express my opposition to the construction of a
new jail. I'm a firm believer in the deeply ingrained issues that our country faces as a result of our mass incarceration
system - 1 think building a new jail is the OPPOSITE of what needs to happen if mass incarceration ( as well as the facet of
systemic racism that it represents) is to end. We should be minimizing our prison system, putting our money into our
communities and citizens actual welfare.
Best regards,

Vigilance Brandon
Best regards,

Vigilance Brandon
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

J .: ;

•

Alwin Joseph < alwin.joseph@ stonybrook.edu >
Tuesday, June 30, 2020 2:49 AM
CountyLegislature; Llaverias, Giancarlo; Sagliano, Don; Polasek, Michael; Black, Hannah;
Keith, Thomas L.; Edwards, Rebecca; Truitt, Will; Brendli, Craig; Johnson, Randy;
jeterb @ hvc.rr.com; Kearney, Brennan; Metzger, John D,; Bolner, Donna; Paoloni, Lisa;
Cavaccini, Joseph; Zernike, Frits; McHoul, Douglas A.; Page, Nick; Pulver, Gregg; Munn,
Kristofer; Caswell, Stephen; Garito, Faye; Hauser, Edward; Surman, Alan; Houston,
Deirdre; countyexec; Morris, Carolyn
Urgent request to defund the Sheriffs Department

.

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
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Dear Dutchess County Legislature,

I am a proud resident of Poughkeepsie, NY. I am contacting you today to ask that you reallocate money away from the
Dutchess County Sheriffs Department, which has disproportionately targeted Black residents for years. From traffic
stops, to arrests, to the unnecessary use of lethal force, Dutchess County Sheriffs Department targets nonwhite
residents at a rate far exceeding their share of the population

.

Many studies shows that a living wage, access to health services and treatment, educational opportunity, and stable
housing are far more successful at promoting community safety than policing and prisons

.

Dutchess County is currently allocating $54,665,818 of its budget to the Sheriff and Jail, $18,041,128 to Probation and
$1,312,183 to Juvenile Detention/ totaling $74,304,402 (14.5%) toward programs that have little benefit to the
community. All the while only allocating $49,520,574 (9.6%) toward public education from Pre-School through
Community College, $46,379,552 ( 9%) to the Department of Behavioral & Community Health, and $11,668,951 (0.02%)
to our already inadequate Public Transportation system. Additionally, only $1,215,670 (0.002%) was allocated to the
Agency Partner Grant Program which includes many of the programs that support the community in meaningful ways
such as housing, restorative justice, food access, literacy, and much more This means that Dutchess County is allocating
nearly the same amount of funding to policing and incarceration as it is to all of these other programs combined.

.

This is an unacceptable disparity in funding. It stands to reason that a greater number of residents can benefit from
access to healthcare, education, and transportation in their communities than they can from police presence and
incarceration. As such, I demand a meaningful reallocation of these funds towards healthcare and social programs that
truly benefit the community.
I urge you to hear the calls of those you represent. Hear the voices of those who demand change and be the positive
change you want to see in the world

.

Sincerely,

.

Alwin J
Poughkeepsie, NY 12603
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Morris, Carolyn
Sent:
To:

Abigail Toomey < at5771@bard.edu >
Tuesday, June 30, 2020 6:33 AM
County Legislators

Subject:

Public Comment

From:
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Good morning,
I am writing today to shed light on the disgrace that is the new Dutchess county jail project. Building a jail only
perpetuates systemic racism and inequalities and is a clear indication that we have our priorities wrong. The money that
would be going into the project could fund mental health, rehabilitation centres, education, and many other public
programs that would benefit our community. I hope you consider the harm that a new project of this scale would cause
and decide to invest in helpful solutions to inequality in our county.
Best,
Abigail Toomey
i
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

ft

Walter Beebe < whbeebe@ gmail.com>
Tuesday, June 30, 2020 10:47 AM
County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
Public Comment

.
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ATTENTION : This email came from an external source Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
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Dear county legislators,
I strongly oppose the bond appropriation for jail construction at this
time. You, and we taxpayers, are faced with a Trifecta of reasons to
rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond
appropriation for jail construction:
;

First, it would add enormously to the debt and the resultant cost to service that debt for
years , to be paid by current and future taxpayers.
Second, the hidden racial discrimination that still penalizes people of color more than a
century after the Civil War has resulted in many minorities being jajlecf for extended
periods of time, and is now being corrected. Righting this imbalance

will further reduce the county jail population.
Third, the Caronavirus has been ruinous for the county's finances . If s the worst time to
add to our debt and raise taxes, leaving us even more at the mercy of future calamities.
Sincerely yours,
Walter Beebe
1359 Bulls Head Rd,
Stanford, NY 12514.
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Mary Curley < marycuriey@ rocketraail.com>
Tuesday, June 30, 2020 12:01 PM
Morris, Carolyn
County Legislators
Public Comment
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My name is Mary Curley
1 am a resident of Poughkeepsie New York
It has come to my attention that the building of the new jail is back in place and should be in motion by September 2020
1st note: why is this budget $132,150,000 Million dollars? I feel as if this money could go to things that are much more

important and useful in the community.

.

We could give 17million to 7 diffrent organizations and still have some left for other things Let that sit in.

.

2nd note: by doing this you' re taking from many other needed resorses here in Dutches county
So that's education you're neglecting
Public transport you're neglecting

Healthcare for residents you're neglecting
Highways and bridge repairs you' re neglecting
Programs for the youth you' re neglecting
Parks and recreations you're neglecting
Rehabilitation and mental health you' re neglecting
And so much MORE.
We do not need a new jail in Dutchess County
We need this money to go into the community
Not into a jail where many of people of color will end up living their lives in due to zero resources in the community. We
need to build up this place with ail live in, not build a new jail

.

Thank you.
Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
Subject:

Olivia Schwartz < olivia.schwartz @ wagner.edu >
Tuesday, June 30, 2020 2:51 PM
Defund the police

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source, Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders
or unexpected emails.
Dear Dutchess County Legislature,

Hi, my name is Olivia and I am a resident of Staten Island, NY. I am asking you to reallocate money away from the
Dutchess County Sheriff's Department, which disproportionately targets Black residents. From traffic stops, to arrests, to
the use of lethal force, Dutchess County Sheriffs Department targets nonwhite residents at a rate far exceeding their
share of the population. Much scholarship shows that a living wage, access to health services and treatment,
educational opportunity, and stable housing are far more successful at promoting community safety than policing and
prisons.

Dutchess County is currently allocating $ 54,665,818 of its budget to the Sheriff and Jail, $ 18,041,128 to Probation and
$1,312,183 to Juvenile Detention, totaling $74,304,402 (14,5%) toward programs that have little benefit to the
community. All the while only allocating $49,520,574 ( 9.6%) toward public education from Pre-School through
Community College, $46,379,552 (9%) to the Department of Behavioral & Community Health, and $11,668,951 (0.02%)
to our already inadequate Public Transportation system Additionally, only $1,215,670 (0.002%) was allocated to the
Agency Partner Grant Program which includes many of the programs that support the community in meaningful ways
such as housing, restorative justice, food access, literacy, and much more. This means that Dutchess County is allocating
nearly the same amount of funding to policing and incarceration as it is to all of these other programs.combined

.

.

This is an unacceptable disparity in funding, it stands to reason that a greater number of residents can benefit from
access to healthcare, education, and transportation in their communities than they can from police presence and
incarceration. As such, I demand a meaningful reallocation of these funds towards healthcare and social programs that
truly benefit the community.
Sincerely,
Olivia
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Morris, Carolyn

.

Zabara Films <zabarafilms@ gmail com>
Tuesday, June 30, 2020 4:32 PM
County Legislators
Morris, Carolyn
Public Comment

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

.
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To the Dutchess County Legislature,

.

My name is Masha and I am a Dutchess County resident I am writing to express publicly my strong objection to the
county's plans to build a new jail in September of this year My reasons are as follows:

.

-The plan for this jail would cost over $132 million dollars; an unprecedented expense for a capital project in our
county. The expense of this project would throw Dutchess County into a deep debt for the next 2 decades, with the
interest of this debt accruing millions of dollars in additional cost during these next 2 decades.

—The USA is currently entering an economic recession due to the impact of the COVID-19 epidemic. Now is not a wise

time for Dutchess County to take on such a large and unprecedented debt.

—These funds need to be reallocated to mental health, addiction, and education services, and to the aid of homeless
members of our community. Jails do not protect individuals or communities and this project would have a direct
negative impact on the amount of resources available to our community.

-Our county ' s focus should not be on building a new jail, thereby engaging in a carceral system that stems directly from
the historical enslavement of Black individuals, a system that perpetuates violence, dehumanization, and
racism towards Black individuals and communities.

.

I object to the construction of this jail based on the above economic and moral reasons Any theoretical profit made by
Dutchess County from the completion of this jail would be the county directly benefiting from institutional racism,
carceral punishment, and the system of exploited labor of incarcerated individuals

.

Before this jail is approved I request answers to the following questions:
—Why is homelessness increasing in Dutchess County ? How are you going to decrease homelessness? (There was an
18% increase from 2018 to 2019.)
-How are you going to decrease addiction overdose related deaths in Dutchess County? (There have been 379 reported
over the last 5 years.)
-Why has the county budget for health & mental health resources decreased over the past several years?
—Why has the county budget for youth programs decreased over the past several years?
I urge you to focus on these deeply human needs before putting our county in debt with the construction of this new
jail. You car reach me at this email address, by mail, or by phone (below).

.

Sincerely,

Masha Zabara
75 Broadway, Tivoli NY 12583
(845) 616-0947
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Mariya Zabara < zabara.mariya @gmail.com >
Tuesday, June 30, 2020 4:33 PM
County Legislators
Morris, Carolyn
Public Comment

To the Dutchess County Legislature,

.

My name is Mariya and I am a Dutchess County resident I am writing to express publicly my strong objection to the
county's plans to build a new jail In September of this year My reasons are as follows:

.

-The plan for this jail would cost over $132 million dollars; an unprecedented expense for a capital project in our

.

county The expense of this project would throw Dutchess County into a deep debt for the next 2 decades, with the
interest of this debt accruing millions of dollars in additional cost during these next 2 decades.

.

—The USA is currently entering an economic recession due to the impact of the COVID-19 epidemic Now is not a wise
time for Dutchess County to take on such a large and unprecedented debt

.

funds need to be reallocated to mental health, addiction, and education services, and to the aid of homeless
members of our community. Jails do not protect individuals or communities and this project would have a direct
negative impact on the amount of resources available to our community.

-These

-Our county's focus should not be on building a new jail, thereby engaging in a carceral system that stems directly from
the historical enslavement of Black individuals, a system that perpetuates violence, dehumanization, and
racism towards Black individuals and communities.

I object to the construction of this jail based on the above economic and moral reasons. Any theoretical profit made by
Dutchess County from the completion of this jail would be the county directly benefiting from institutional racism,
carceral punishment, and the system of exploited labor of incarcerated individuals.

Before this jail is approved I request answers to the following questions:
-Why is homelessness increasing in Dutchess County? How are you going to decrease homelessness? (There was an
18% increase from 2018 to 2019.)
-How are you going to decrease addiction overdose related deaths in Dutchess County? (There have been 379 reported
over the last 5 years.)
-Why has the county budget for health & mental health resources decreased over the past several years?
-Why has the county budget for youth programs decreased over the past several years?
i urge you to focus on these deeply human needs before putting our county in debt with the construction of this new
jail You can reach me at this email address, by mail, or by phone (below).

.

Sincerely,
Mariya Zabara
75 Broadway, Tivoli IMY 12583
(845 ) 616-0947
15

Morris, Carolyn
Verity O 'Connell < oconn22v@ mtholyoke.edu>
Wednesday, July 1, 2020 10:51 AM
Morris, Carolyn; County Legislators
Public Comment

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Dear Dutchess County Representatives,
My name is Verity O'Connell and I am a resident of Millbrook, NY. Growing up in Beacon, I attended high school right
next the prison- a constant reminder of the privilege I had to be able to receive an education why there were so many
people next door to us who were trapped inside of the jail, in this country mass incarceration is focused on stealing way
Black and POC people away from their families because of the racist systems that continue to control bodies that are not
wanted in a White Supremacist society , The prison situation in the US is evil and disgusting, people are in prisons for
years for minor offenses or because of racial profiling. This is why I am asking you to not build the new jail in September
that will cost $200 million dollars This money can be given to other resources, like schools, that will give people
opportunities and support systems That the county is willing to spend that much money on a jail, but not libraries,
shows what is wrong with this country. We need to put money back to the people, and not continue to support the
prison industrial system I am demanding that you do the right thing.

.

.

.

Thank you.
Best,

Verity O'Connell
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Morris, Carolyn
John Hay JR. <jdaltonhay@ gmail.com>
Wednesday, July 1, 2020 11:09 AM
County Legislators
Morris, Carolyn
Public Comment: Oppose the building of a new Jail in Dutchess County

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

.
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My name is John Hay and l a m a resident of Ulster County. Although this comment is from an Ulster County resident l
believe that this will greatly impact us across the water as well

.

.

I am concerned and against the building of a new jail in Dutchess County At a time when the world is waking up to the
consistent injustices faced by minority groups ( particularly Black and Brown people ), the decision or thought to bring
about another literal cage is appalling.

.

The one thing that should be obvious and clear is that more incarceration is not what we need in this area I know it is
tempting to want to be a part of this grand system of control or "the war on drugs" but it is simply a war on people and
it cannot stand.
I propose the money that would be spent, by the taxpayers, would serve them much better if it actually went toward the
community, not toward a warehouse to store people

.

Sincerely,

John Hay
347-817-0559 / 89 Lucas Avenue, Kingston, NY 12401

John D. Hay Jr.
347-817-0559
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Morris Carol n

^

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

^

Me < carolbeebe1@gmail.com>
Wednesday, July 1, 2020 11:04 AM
County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
Public Comment

Dear county legislators,
I strongly oppose the bond appropriation for jail
construction at this time. There are so many reasons to
rescind the remaining portion of the legislature’s 2017
bond appropriation for jail construction:
First, it would add enormously to the debt and the resultant cost to service that
debt for years, to be paid by current and future taxpayers.
Second, the hidden racial discrimination that still penalizes people of color
more than a century after the Civil War has resulted in many minorities being
jailed for extended periods of time, and is nOW being
-

corrected. Righting this imbalance will further reduce the
county jail population.
Third, the Caronavirus has been ruinous for the county's finances. It’s the
worst time to add to our debt and raise taxes, leaving us even more at the
mercy of future calamities.
Sincerely yours,
Carol McDaniel Beebe
1359 Bulls Head Rd,
Stanford , NY 12514.
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Morris, Carolyn
Chloe Engel < chlochioengel@ gmail.com >
Wednesday, July 1, 2020 1:02 PM
CountyLegislature; Llaverias, Giancarlo; Sagliano, Don; Polasek, Michael; Black, Hannah;
Keith, Thomas L; Edwards, Rebecca; Truitt, Will; Brendli, Craig; Johnson, Randy;
jeterb @hvc.rr.com; Kearney, Brennan; Metzger, John D.; Bolner, Donna; Paoloni, Lisa;
Cavaccini, Joseph; Zernike, Frits; McHoul, Douglas A.; Page, Nick; Pulver, Gregg; Munn,
Kristofer; Caswell; Stephen; Garito, Faye; Hauser, Edward; Surman, Alan; Houston,
Deirdre; countyexec; Morris, Carolyn
Defunding the police in Dutchess county
'

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
'
~
-: v C/ / ;
unexpected emails

.

'

Dear Dutchess County Legislature,

Hi, my name is Chloe Engel and I am a resident of Highland, NY. I am asking you to reallocate money away from the
Dutchess County Sheriff's Department, which disproportionately targets Black residents From traffic stops, to arrests, to
the use of lethal force, Dutchess County Sheriff's Department targets nonwhite residents at a rate far exceeding their
share of the population. Much scholarship shows that a living wage, access to health services and treatment,
educational opportunity, and stable housing are far more successful at promoting community safety than policing and
prisons.

.

Dutchess County is currently allocating $54,665,818 of its budget to the Sheriff and Jail, $18,041,128 to Probation and
$1,312,183 to Juvenile Detention, totaling $74,304,402 (14.5%) toward programs that have little benefit to the
community. All the while only allocating $49,520,574 (9,6%) toward public-education from Pre-School through
Community College, $46,379,552 (9%) to the Department of Behavioral & Community Health, and $11,668,951 (0.02%)
to our already inadequate Public Transportation system Additionally, only $1,215,670 (0.002 %) was allocated to the
Agency Partner Grant Program which includes many of the programs that support the community in meaningful ways
such as housing, restorative justice, food access, literacy, and much more. This means that Dutchess County is allocating
nearly the same amount of funding to policing and incarceration as it is to all of these other programs combined. This is
an unacceptable disparity in funding. It stands to reason that a greater number of residents can benefit from access to
healthcare, education, and transportation in their communities than they can from police presence and incarceration.

.

As such, I demand a meaningful reallocation of these funds towards healthcare and social programs that truly benefit
the community.

Sincerely,
Chloe Engel
445 Plutarch rd. Highland, NY 12528
chlochloengel (5> emaiLcom

2039889063

publicly available at
* The 2020 Adopted Budget Appropriations document for Dutchess County isAdopted
Budget pdf

.dutchessnv.gov/Departments/Countv-Legislature/ Docs/ 2020-

https:// www

to

-

.

0

Morris, Carolyn
Meghan Jones < meghan.jones2017@yahoo,com>
Wednesday, July 1, 2020 2:34 PM
Morris, Carolyn
County Legislators
No new Dutchess County prison

From:
Sent:
To:
Gc:
Subject:

.
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Hello

'

'

^

^

:

aJ
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My name is Meghan Jones and I am a resident of White Plains, New York who attended college in Dutchess County I am
asking you to reconsider the plans to build a new prison in the county. The enormous amounts of money being funneled
into this prison project could be much better spent on improving education, mental health services, and other critical
resources, especially while so many are struggling due to COVID-19.1 hope you will consider investing in communities
instead of strengthening the grip of the punitive system.
Thank you,

Meghan Jones
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MorriSjCaroh/n
Alison Messina < alisonmessina @ gmail.com>
Wednesday, July 1, 2020 3:27 PM
CountyLegislature; Llaverias, Giancarlo; Sagliano, Don; Polasek, Michael; Black, Hannah;
Keith, Thomas L.; Edwards, Rebecca; Truitt, Will; Brendli, Craig; Johnson, Randy;
jeterb@ hvc.rr.com; Kearney, Brennan; Metzger, John D.; Bolner, Donna; Paoloni, Lisa;
Cavaccini, Joseph; Zernike, Frits; McHoul, Douglas A.; Page, Nick; Pulver, Gregg; Munn,
Kristofer; Caswell, Stephen; Garito, Faye; Hauser, Edward; Surman, Alan; Houston,
Deirdre; countyexec; Morris, Carolyn
Please fund communities not police

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

.

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders

.

or unexpected emails

V

Dear Dutchess County Legislature,

Hi, my name is Alison Messina and I am a resident of red hook. I am asking you to reallocate money away from the
Dutchess County Sheriffs Department, which disproportionately targets Black residents. From traffic stops, to arrests, to
the use of lethal force, Dutchess County Sheriff's Department targets nonwhite residents at a rate far exceeding their
share of the population. Much scholarship shows that a living wage, access to health services and treatment,
educational opportunity, and stable housing are far more successful at promoting community safety than policing and

.

prisons

Dutchess County is currently allocating $ 54,665,818 of its budget to the Sheriff and Jail, $18,041,128 to Probation and
$1,312,183 to Juvenile Detention, totaling $74,304,402 (14.5%) toward programs that have little benefit to the
community. All the white only allocating $49,520,574 (9.6%) toward public education from Pre-School through
Community College, $46,379,552 (9%) to the Department of Behavioral & Community Health, and $11,668,951 (0.02%)
to our already inadequate Public Transportation system. Additionally, only $1,215,670 (0.002%) was allocated to the
Agency Partner Grant Program which includes many of the programs that support the community in meaningful ways
such as housing, restorative justice, food access, literacy, and much more. This means that Dutchess County is allocating
nearly the same amount of funding to policing and incarceration as it is to all of these other programs combined.

.

This is an unacceptable disparity in funding It stands- to reason that a greater number of residents can benefit from
access to healthcare, education, and transportation in their communities than they can from police presence and
incarceration As such, I demand a meaningful reallocation of these funds towards healthcare and social programs that
truly benefit the community

.

.

Sincerely,
Alison Messina
72 East lake lane
Alisonmessina @ gmail com
917-916-0407

.

*The 2020 Adopted Budget Appropriations document for Dutchess County is publicly available at
https:// www.dutchessny.gov/Departments/County -Legislature/ Docs/2020-Adopted-Budget.pdf
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Morris, Carolyn
Henry Ziegler < hqz1021@ gmail.com >
Wednesday, July 1, 2020 4:04 PM
Morris, Carolyn; County Legislators
Public Comment

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown sendersor
: -V
unexpected emails
%
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•

I implore you to not build the proposed jail. There are so many more important places this money should go, not to

mention that jails and prisons are ineffective and extremely inhumane institutions. Mass incarceration is an undeniable
evil of this country, and you-the municipal government of Dutchess County-would be totally complicit in the
destruction of families and communities if you agree to fund and build this 'detention center' Be on the right side of
history.
-Henry Ziegler

.

6

Morris, Carolyn

To:

Simone Teague < simone.oziebel@ gmail.com>
Wednesday, July 1, 2020 7:14 PM
Morris, Carolyn

Subject:

Public Comment

From:
Sent:

ATTENTION : This email come from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or

unexpected emails: ]

V'

-

»•

Dear Carolyn,

My name is Simone Teague and I have lived in the city of Poughkeepsie since ! was two years old. Let me preface this by
stating the following: please, please, please DO NOT let Dutchess County spend two million dollars on a new jail

.

As a child, I frequently switched between public and private education because my family couldn't really afford private
schools, but my parents wanted better for me than what the public schools had to offer. In first grade, science was taken
away as a punishment because of the way a few students behaved, and shortly after, I left the district to attend my first
private school. I spent all four years of high school at Poughkeepsie High and I hated every second of it I was an honors
and AP student, and I even ended up as the saiutatorian of my graduating class, but that was due to my own merit, not
the support of the school During my time at the high school (I graduated in 2016) assemblies were frequently held
telling us to stop failing, but never how to succeed. I didn't know schools that weren't SUNY weren't out of my reach
because no one told me I had the capacity to do more I didn't even know grad school was for more than just lawyers,
teachers, and doctors until after I got to college The treatment of students as failures and criminals went far beyond the
police presence, metal detectors, and ridiculous rule that kept bathrooms locked during portions of the day in an effort
to deter skipping (this resulted in one poor student peeing himself in class during our freshman year). The way the
administration speaks to the students (I was once yelled at- for holding hands with my then boyfriend on our way to our
lunch period) and the lack of music and art programming is truly detrimental. Might I also add that come graduation
time, the administration had an issue with a transgender boy wearing a blue cap and gown and having his preferred
name announced on graduation day, something that no student openly opposed Rather than honor the validity of his
existence by complying with his requests, the school made everyone wear blue that year to avoid the issue entirely.

.

.

.

.

.

I STRONGLY suggest that rather than spend two million dollars on a jail, Dutchess County pour that money into our
broken schools, our homeless shelters, our mental health resources and our youth programming It is ridiculous that we
don't have a YMCA or equivalent community center. It is upsetting that our graduation rate is so low. And it is truly
disturbing that Dutchess County believes building a jail will better our community I urge you to spend that money on

.

.

literally anything else.
Best,
Simone Teague
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

v

Ifene Friedman < ilenefriedman2@ gmail.com >
Wednesday, July 1, 2020 5:00 PM
Morris, Carolyn
County Legislators
Public Comment

.

ATTENTIONI: This emtiil came from an external source Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails

.

’

Decisions around taxpayer dollars need to be steeped in current community priorities and simultaneously be fiscally
sound . Current data points to a decreased need for jail expansion . The significant drop in the number of people currently
boused in jail, approximately 130, no longer aligns with the earlier projections of more than 400. Additionally, declining
county revenues, research on criminal justice programs that are more cost effective and better serve non-violent offenders
than housing them in jail, and the current cal! for systemic reform necessitate the rescinding of the remaining portion of
the legislature’s 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction. We need to direct taxpayer dollars to just causes that
address cuirent community priorities, equitably support all community members and seek alternatives to incarceration.
Ilene Friedman

Beacon, NY
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Morris, Carolyn
Dan Doniger < danbasho@ gmaii.com>
Thursday, July 2, 2020 12:31 AM
Morris, Carolyn
County Legislators; Page, Nick
public comment

From:
Sent:

To:
Cc:
Subject:

.

ATTENTION: This email came from on external source Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails. ,
'•

•

Dear Legislature Clerk, Dear County Legislators,

Please rescind funding for the big, new Dutchess County jail, which is no longer needed and is completely out -of-step
with positive actions taking place in New York State with criminal justice reform legislation, and, please, redirect use of
our tax money to more constructive and humane projects, Please, repeal the bond for the $132 million county jail
expansion.

Has Dutchess County ever undertaken a more expensive capital project? No. In the next four years, the jail would
cost more than all other county capital spending combined, and bond repayment would extend into the 2040s. Of all the
life-affirming projects possible under the sky, why this and why now? It comes at the worst possible time, when the
people of this State, and the country, are suffering more intensely than in several generations. Some of the
consequences of the COVID-19 lockdown are increased mental health needs and increased reliance on alcohol and.
drugs, and it is likely there will be a surge in homelessness, adding to an already unimaginable problem. How
compassionate, humane and constructive would it be to convert jails to homeless shelters and to construct community
mental health infrastructure.
With the evil construct of mass incarceration being exposed, we are seeing a decrease in the local population in jaHs,
New York's bail and discovery reform laws have dramatically reduced pre-trial incarceration and thus the jail
population More people charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction
and mental-health diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into homeless shelters and
expand alternatives to incarceration. A new jail should not be Dutchess County's priority.

.

The prison-industrial complex in the USA Is at once profit-driven, oppressive against people who are poor, fixed to
control people who are brown and black, and it is producing deep, deep-rooted misery for both the punisher and the
punished. Jails are the biggest provider of mental health care in this country. This is not the outcome of planning, rather
it is one of control and misdirection, and it has been traumatic and ineffective on the poor people who find themselves
stuck in the nightmare of USA and NY State jails. The County Legislators, as our public servants, who have the
responsibility "to provide efficient, effective, and reliable resources to enhance the health, safety , and quality of life of
the citizens of Dutchess County," must break out of the old habit pattern of building jails for the purpose of fabricating
jobs, when it comes at the expense of perpetuating centuries of oppression and mistreating people with mental health
needs.

The U.S. incarcerates more people than any other country. Although our level of crime is comparable to those of
other stable, internally secure, industrialized nations, our rate of incarceration is more than five times higher than most
of the countries in the world.

.

If we compare the incarceration rates of individual U.S states and territories with that of other nations, we see
New York State having higher incarceration rates than just four other countries. To state this again using other words: If
New York State were a country, it's incarceration rate would rank fifth out of all the other countries on Earth. This
2

includes unstable countries, those with severe internal strife, social traumas and those suffering in the aftermath of
genocide. https:// www.prisonpolicv.org/global/ 2Q18.html
Many of you, if not all of you, have heard it said, jails are good for the local economy and they provide jobs in places
where there may be no other apparent vehicle for work I contend building jails and caging and enslaving people for the
purpose of providing jobs leads to pressure to arrest people and fill prison cells. This pressure leads to the creation of
crimes where no harm has been done-some historical examples include loitering and possession of marijuana-and, it
exacerbates systemic racism and violence against humans who are poor and have dark skin colors It is inhumane, lazy
and cruel to imprison people for the purpose of creating jobs Building jails for profit strikes me as being against the law
of Nature. Most humans, and certainly most New Yorkers, are creative enough and caring enough to develop projects
which can create jobs and livelihoods which helps heal people and without caging or enslaving people

.

.

.

.

With warm regards,

Dan Doniger
Beacon, NY

cell: 917-736-6802
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Morris, Carolyn
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Kanako Kawabe <kkawabe @vassar.edu >
Thursday, July 2, 2020 1:48 AM
Morris, Carolyn; County Legislators
Public Comment

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source; D&riot open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
&unexpected

.

emails %

Hello,

-

'

.

My name is Kanako Kawabe and I am a student at Vassar College I am writing to voice my concern regarding Dutchess
County's plans to construct a $200 million jail this September I believe that Dutchess County does not need a new jail,
and that county legislators should terminate these plans. The fact that the incarcerated population has decreased in
recent years shows that there is absolutely no need for a new jail in Dutchess County Furthermore, multiple instances of
police brutality and injustices within our criminal justice system across the nation (including recent events within our
own community, such as the incident of police brutality against Julissa Dawkins and Jamelia Barnett, as well as the case
of Nicole Addminado) have shown that we as a community must reevaluate how we are conceptualizing community
safety. Instead of funnelling money towards an unnecessary new jail, Dutchess County should reallocate funds towards
programs that strengthen our community, such as mental health services and youth programs. Please use your power to
prioritize and invest in the safety of our community members and vote to rescind funding for the new jail

.

.

.

Best,

Kanako Kawabe
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Hussing, Laura
Morris, Carolyn
Thursday, July 2, 2020 9:50 AM
Hussing, Laura
Wager, Leigh
FW: Public Comment

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Laura

I wilt forward all emails l receive on the jail to you as I get them today so that you won’t have
( p
to go to my inbox and search. See the email below. |

Carolyn Morris
Clerk
Dutchess County Legislature
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, New York 12601
Tel: (845) 486-2100 • Fax: (845) 486 2113
^

OFFICIAL AMERICAN FLAG DISPOSAL SITE
Visit us on

Facebook

From: Zachary Vogel <zaeharyjvogel @gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 2, 2020 9:12 AM
To: Morris, Carolyn <cmorris @ dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Public Comment

a

m

m

m
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Spending $ 200 million dollars on the construction.of a new jail in Dutchess county New York would be an unbelievable
waste of tax payers money, especially when that same $200 million can be put towards funding education,

Infrastructure, and public healthcare.

Thank you,
Zachary Vogel
1

Hussing, Laura
Morris, Carolyn
Thursday, July 2, 2020 11:51 AM
Mussing, Laura
Wager, Leigh
FW: Public Comment

From:
Sent:

To:
Cc:

Subject:

Carolyn Morris
Clerk
Dutchess County Legislature
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, New York 12601
Tel: (845) 486-2100 • Fax: (845) 486-2113

OFFICIAL AMERICAN FLAG DISPOSAL SITE
J/isit us on

Facebook

.

From: Isabel Levey-Swatn <ileveysw@gmail com>
Sent: Thursday, July 2, 2020 10:34 AM
TO: Morris, Carolyn <cmarris@ dutchessny.gov>; County Legislators <CountyLegislators @ dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Public Comment

.

My name is Isabel Levey-Swain and I grew up in and around Dutchess County and went to school there for 12 years I am
deeply connected to this place and have seen the harm that things like policing and jails have had on the communities
that live here. Building a new jail will perpetuate the racial and economic injustices that already run deep in this county
and I, as a citizen of this place, would be horrified if this were to happen We do not need a new jail here We need
funding for schools and more care given to our students, especially black and brown students who, on average, do not
get the same support as white students. We need good public transit and housing support and arts programming and
better highways and bridges and mental health services and support for sexual assault survivors and investment in
locally-owned businesses and drug rehabilitation services and so much more that will lift the people of this county up,

.

l

.

.

rather than tear them down Note that nothing on this list should indicate rerouting of funds to enforcing the police, if
you spend almost $ 200 million to build this jail instead of investing in black and brown communities, you will be making
a very conscious decision to continue criminalizing your citizens rather than advocating for them

.

Best,

Isabel Levey -Swain
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Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

avssoccer @ gmail.com
Thursday, July 2, 2020 11:15 PM
Countytegislature; Liaverias, Giancarlo; Sagliano, Don; Polasek, Michael; Black, Hannah;
Keith, Thomas L.; Edwards, Rebecca; Truitt, Will; Brendli, Craig; Johnson, Randy;
jeterb@ hvc.rr.com; Kearney, Brennan; Metzger, John D.; Bolner, Donna; Paoloni, Lisa;
Cavaccini, Joseph; Zernike, Frits; McHoul, Douglas A.; Page, Nick; Pulver, Gregg; Munn,
Kristofer; Caswell, Stephen; Garito, Faye; Hauser, Edward; Surman, Alan; Houston,
Deirdre; countyexec; Morris, Carolyn
DIVEST IN POLICE.INVEST IN NY

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Dutchess County Legislature,

Hi, my name is Allie Von and I am a resident of Brooklyn. I am asking you to reallocate money away from the
Dutchess County Sheriffs Department, which disproportionately targets Black residents. From traffic stops, to
arrests, to the use of lethal force, Dutchess County Sheriffs Department targets nonwhite residents at a rate far
exceeding their share of the population. Much scholarship shows that a living wage, access to health services
and treatment, educational opportunity, and stable housing are far more successful at promoting community
safety than policing and prisons.
Dutchess County is currently allocating $54,665,818 of its budget to the Sheriff and Jail, $18,041,128 to
Probation and $1,312,183 to Juvenile Detention, totaling $74,304,402 (14.5%) toward programs that only harm
the community. All the while only allocating $49,520,574 (9.6%) toward public education from Pre-School
through Community College, $46,379,552 (9%) to the Department of Behavioral & Community Health, and
$11,668,951 (0.02%) to our already inadequate Public Transportation system. Additionally, only $1,215,670
(0.002%) was allocated to the Agency Partner Grant Program which includes many of the programs that support
the community in meaningful ways such as housing, restorative justice, food access, literacy, and much more.
This means that Dutchess County is allocating nearly the same amount of funding to policing and incarceration
as it is to all of these other programs combined.
This is an unacceptable disparity in funding. A greater number of residents can benefit from access to
healthcare, education, and transportation in their communities than they can from police presence and
incarceration. As such, I demand a meaningful reallocation of these funds towards healthcare and social
programs that truly benefit the community.

Sincerely,
Allie Von
47 dean st, BKLYN, NY 11201
917-224-0063
*The 2020 Adopted Budget Appropriations document for Dutchess County is publicly available at
https://www . dutchessny.gov/Departments/County Legislature/Docs/2020-Adopted-Budget.pdf

-

Sent from my iPhone
i

Hussing, Laura
Morris, Carolyn
Thursday, July 2, 2020 11:52 AM
Hussing, Laura
Wager, Leigh
FW: public comment

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Carolyn Morris
Clerk
Dutchess County Legislature
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, New York 12601
Tel: (845) 486-2100 • Fax: (845) 486-2113

OFFICIAL AMERICAN FLAG DISPOSAL SITE
Visit us on

Facebook

From: Jenny Teague <jennyhusseyteague @gmai!.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 2, 2020 11:26 AM
To: County Legislators <CountyLegislators @dutchessny gov>
Cc: Morris, Carolyn <cmorris @ dutchessny gov>
Subject: public comment

.
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Here’s something concrete, useful, and simple we can do locally on the issue of reimagining public
safety in the wake of George Floyd’s murder: as a taxpayer, I don't want a new jail built in Dutchess
County.
The money for its cost was not justifiable to begin with. Now with repercussions of the COVID
pandemic and the call for defunding the police , this money can be used to pay for community needs.
I

Please reconsider the use of funds allocated for a new jail, and support a vision for a better society
starting with measures here at home.
Thank you.
Regards,
Jenny
Jenny Teague
59 South Grand Ave
Poughkeepsie, NY 12603
914.204.3768 direct
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Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Morris, Carolyn on behalf of CountyLegislature
Thursday, July 2, 2020 12:26 PM
Hussing, Laura
Wager, Leigh
FW: Defund Police in Poughkeepsie and Fund Schools Instead

Carolyn Morris
Clerk
Dutchess County Legislature
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, New York 12601
Tel: (845) 486-2100 • Fax: (845) 486-2113
OFFICIAL AMERICAN FLAG DISPOSAL SITE

Original Message
From: Rafaella Spielberg <rafael3aspielberg@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, My 2, 2020 12:03 PM
Subject: Defund Police in Poughkeepsie and Fund Schools Instead

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.
To Poughkeepsie Officials:
My name is Rafaella and I am a resident of Poughkeepsie.
Given the historic, social, and political origins of police and policing, in conjunction with the recent nationwide
protests reflecting the police murders of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Tony McDade I am contacting you
because I am demanding you to redirect money away Poughkeepsie policing and prioritize community services
that will help improve the economic conditions, health, and wellbeing of Poughkeepsie residents, especially our
Black communities.
l

Teachers are at serious risk of losing their positions as well the youth losing the essential human right to learn
and receive a sound education. As such, the Poughkeepsie City School District has stated the following:

The Poughkeepsie City School District is proposing to eliminate 48 positions, including teachers,
administrators and support staff, as it attempts to erase a $2.6 million deficit for its 2020-21 budget. The board
voted Wednesday to eliminate positions for elementary assistant principals, the Poughkeepsie High School dean
of students, the assistant to the superintendent and a position that had yet to be filled for the director of grants
and advancement.
Superintendent Eric Rosser said the cuts, most of which have yet to be voted on, are necessary to overcome
financial challenges that include decreases in state aid, the loss of building aid, increases in operating costs, and
other financial obligations. Some, but not all, of those losses are related to hardships created by the coronavirus
pandemic.
He said as the administration continues to finalize its budget he may have to consider more eliminations.
School budget votes, which were to take place May 19, were delayed until a date to be determined after June 1.

"Of course in this district we are not looking to take away valuable members of our organization that support
student learning, but it is our hope that we would be able to retain our staff members, because each member is
in the position to meet the varying needs of our children," Rosser said to the district board of education
Wednesday. "Unfortunately, given our budgetaiy situation we are forced to move in this direction, it is not a
good direction that I, as a superintendent, or even as an educator, would recommend. However, when you don't
have the ability to meet people's payroll or salary you have to move in the direction of a budget that we will be
able to meet the payroll."

When contacted by the Journal, Board President Felicia Watson declined to answer questions regarding the
moves, but said "The board awaits the presentation of the final budget that the superintendent will be
holistically presenting soon."
The layoffs, if approved, would include 27 teacher positions, 11 administrator positions, and 10 support staff
positions, as well as the restructuring of some central office positions. Rosser noted the eliminations do not
necessarily mean 48 staff members will be laid off, given some positions are vacant due to retirements and other

transitions.

-

Administrative positions eliminated would include the P Tech program principal, the PACE (Poughkeepsie
Academic and Career Excellence) program principal, the PACE assistant principal, the high school dean of
students, five elementary assistant principals, the assistant to the superintendent, and the director of grants and

advancement.
The proposed layoffs would result in around $3 million of savings. Rosser said the eliminations are likely to
happen given the economic uncertainty amid the pandemic, and the district could see more eliminations as the
budget is finalized.
.

When asked by the board at the meeting how the schools will continue to provide services, Rosser did not have
an answer ,
In addition to the lack of funding in schools, County Executive Marc Molinaro has reported that 2019 was a
strong "fiscal" year, in particular response to the COVID 19 pandemic, stating:

-

2

"Expenses totaled $471.2 million, while revenue added up to $472.6 million. Additionally, sales tax revenue
increased by $9.1 million, a 4.6% increase over 2018. The county also ended the fiscal year with $56.9 million

in its general fund balance."

Moreover, "...[r]evenues increased in 2019, even as expenditures also increased in several areas. That included
a $7.6 million cost increase to the Dutchess County Sheriffs Employee Association for union contract
settlements, positions, employee benefits and debt service."
Ultimately, the allocation of funds to the Poughkeepsie Police Department in contrast to the funding towards
schools, is telling and disgraceful. I yearn to know what you will do to protect Black fives and prevent further
instances of police-state sanctioned violence, and support the emotional, social, and educational well-being of
your Black constituents. I urge you to condemn police brutality, racial profiling, and the use of excessive force
by police on oppressed communities, and show with your budget priorities that you actually care about a safe
and healthy community.

-

Sincerely,
Rafaella Spielberg
rafaellaspielberg@ gmail.com
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Hussing, Laura
Wager, Leigh
Thursday, July 2, 2020 3:55 PM
Hussing, Laura
Morris, Carolyn
FW: Public Comment

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:

Leigh Wager
Deputy Clerk
Dutchess County Legislature
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, New York 12601
Tel: (845) 486-2100 • Fax: (845) 486-2113

OFFICIAL AMERICAN FLAG DISPOSAL SITE
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.

From: Ashwini Suktharrkar <a$hwini.sukthankar@ gmail com>
Sent: Thursday, July 2, 2020 3:23 PM
To: Morris, Carolyn <cmorris{S>dutchessny gov>; County Legislators <CountyLegislators@ dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Public Comment

.

senders or

.

unexpected emails
Dear all,

.
.

I have been a resident of Dutchess County for almost 10 years During this time, I have been so inspired by the work of
Black leaders in our community,- especially in Poughkeepsie, challenging the school to prison pipeline and demanding
deep reforms to policing and incarceration in our communities
Today I join my voice with the many others demanding that Dutchess County revisit its plans for the so-called "Justice
and Transition Center " This project is unconscionable at the level of the debt burden it would place on us It is
unconscionable in the ways in which it prioritizes incarceration over much-needed alternatives, as well as services to
ensure that community members never have to enter the criminal justice system in the first place We need the funding
of community centers; programming for at-risk youth,mental health services, drug treatment facilities

.

.

.

Today, the world is watching. Dutchess County can do better - let's not be the shame of our state.

Ashwini Sukthankar
Rhinecliff NY 12574
646-725-9924

1
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Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Rafaella Spielberg < rafaellaspielberg@ gmail.com>
Thursday, July 2, 2020 3:28 PM
County Legislators
Morris, Carolyn
Public Comment

ATTENTION: This email come from on external source. Do

not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or

Hello
a member of the Poughkeepsie community I urge the
My name is Rafaella and I’m a student at Vassar College. As
,000 jail. Building a new jail will inevitably lock more people
Legislature Board to vote against the construction of a $2,000
systemic oppression, racism, and police violence in
up unnecessarily and occupy much needed funds. It will further
bond will cost county taxpayers nearly $10 million per year
Dutchess County. Additionally, paying back the construction
local calls to shift legislative funding and priorities towards
for the foreseeable future. As we are experiencing national and
must be put towards areas such as health/mental health
community needs, Dutchess County must follow suite. $2 million
d in the past 14 years. While there were over 400
spending and funding youth programs , both of which have droppe
is down to around 130. The new jail is being built to
people being housed in the jail two years ago, the population
's priority. Homelessnness in Dutchess County is up by 18%
accommodate 328. A new jail should not be Duchess County
addiction overdoses over the past five years. I implore the
since 2018 and 379 Dutchess residents died deaths from
to vote against the new jail.
legislature board to prioritize the needs of the community and

Thank you,
Rafaella Spielberg
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Hussing, Laura
From:

Sent:
To:

Subject:

Clara Francesca < actorclarafrancesca@ gmaii.com >
Thursday, July 2, 2020 3:59 PM
shenffbutch@ gmail.com; countyexec; Countylegislature; Kendall, Bradford; comptroller;
DistrictAttorney@dutchessny.gov; jbaisley@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov;
jrenihan@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; bill.carlos @aol.com;
jlopez@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; Michaelcifone@ aol.com;
mwoolever @townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; ashershin @yahoo.com;
fsalvatore@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; mayor @cityofpoughkeepsie.com;
CommonCouncilMembers @cityofpoughkeepsie.com; TPape@ cityofpoughkeepsie.com;
superintendent@ poughkeepsieschools.org; boe@ poughkeepsieschools.org
Defund The Police - invest in Health, Housing & Education

uaewe.M emails
To Poughkeepsie Officials:

My name is Clara and I am a resident at West 56th Street New York City , NY, 10019.

Given the historic, social, and political origins of police and policing, In conjunction with the recent nationwide protests reflecting the
police murders of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Tony McDade I am contacting you because I am demanding you to redirect
money away Poughkeepsie policing and prioritize community services that will help improve the economic conditions, health, and
wellbeing of Poughkeepsie -residents, especially our Black communities.
Teachers are at serious risk of losingiheir positions as well the youth losing the essential human right to leam and receive a sound
education. As such, the Poughkeepsie City School District has stated the following:
The Poughkeepsie City School District is proposing to eliminate 48 positions, including teachers, administrators and support staff, as it
attempts to erase a $2.6 million deficit for its 2020-21 budget. The board voted Wednesday to eliminate positions for elementary
assistant principals, the Poughkeepsie High School dean of students, the assistant to the superintendent and a position that had yet to
be filled for the director of grants and advancement.
,

Superintendent Eric Rosser said the cuts, most of which have yet to be voted on, are necessary to overcome financial challenges that
Include decreases in state aid, the loss of building aid, increases in operating costs, and other financial obligations. Some, but not all, of
those losses are related to hardships created by the coronavirus pandemic.
He said as the administration continues to finalize its budget he may have to consider more eliminations. School budget votes, which
were to take place May 19, were delayed until a date to be determined after June 1.

"Of course in this district we are not looking to take away valuable members of our organization that support student learning, but It is
our hope that we would be able to retain our staff members, because each member is in the position to meet the varying needs of our
children," Rosser said to the district board of education Wednesday. "Unfortunately, given our budgetary situation we are forced to
move in this direction, it is not a good direction that I, as a superintendent, or even as an educator, would recommend However, when
you don’t have the ability to meet people’s payroll or salary you have to move in the direction of a budget that we will be .able to meet
the payroll."

.

When contacted by the Journal, Board President Felicia Watson declined to answer questions regarding the moves, but said "The
board awaits the presentation of the final budget that the superintendent will be holistically presenting soon.”

The layoffs, if approved, would include 27 teacher positions, 11 administrator positions, and 10 support staff positions, as well as the
restructuring of some central office positions. Rosser noted the eliminations do not necessarily mean 48 staff members will be laid off,
given some positions are vacant due to retirements and other transitions.
Administrative positions eliminated would include the P-Tech program principal, the PACE (Poughkeepsie Academic and Career
Excellence) program principal, the PACE assistant principal, the high school dean of students, five elementary assistant principals, the
assistant to the superintendent, and the director of grants and advancement.
The proposed layoffs would result in around $3 million of savings. Rosser said the eliminations are likely to happen given the

1

economic uncertainty amid the pandemic, and the district could see more eliminations as the budget is finalized.

When asked by the board at the meeting how the schools will continue to provide services, Rosser did not have an answer.
In addition to the lack of funding in schools, County Executive Marc Molinaro has reported that 2019 was a strong "fiscal" year, in
particular response to the COVID-19 pandemic, stating:

"Expenses totaled $471.2 million, while revenue added up to $472.6 million. Additionally, sales tax revenue increased by $9.1 million,
a 4.6% increase over 2018. The county also ended the fiscal year with $56.9 million in its general fund balance.”
-

Moreover, "...[Revenues increased in 2019, even as expenditures also increased in several areas. That included a $7.6 million cost
increase to the Dutchess County Sheriffs Employee Association for union contract settlements, positions, employee benefits and debt
service."
Ultimately, the allocation of funds to the Poughkeepsie Police Department in contrast to the funding towards schools, is telling and
disgraceful. I yearn to know what you will do to protect Black lives and prevent further instances of police-state-sanctioned violence,
and support the emotional, social, and educational well-being of your Black constituents. I urge you to condemn police brutality, racial
profiling, and the use of excessive force by police on oppressed communities, and show with your budget priorities that you actually
care about a safe and healthy community

.

Sincerely,
Clara Francesca (she/they)
Benjamin Franklin Drive, Lido Key, Sarasota, Florida
actorclarafrancesca@qmail.com
Cell. +1 512 937 3567
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Hussing, Laura
Morris, Carolyn
Thursday, July 2, 2020 4:03 PM
Hussing, Laura
Wager, Leigh
FW: Defund The Police - Invest in Health, Housing & Education

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Carolyn Morris
Clerk
Dutchess County Legislature
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, New York 12601
Tel: (845) 486-2100 • Fax: (845) 486 2113

-

OFFICIAL AMERICAN FLAG DISPOSAL SITE

Visit us on

Facebook

.

From: Clara Francesca <actorc!arafrancesca @gmail com>
Sent: Thursday, July 2, 2020 4:02 PM
To: CountyLegisiature <CountyLegislature @ dutchessny gov>; Llaverias, Gianearlo <gllaverias @ dutchessny gov>;
Sagliano, Don <dsagliano @dutchessny.gov>; Polasek, Michael <mpolasek @ dutchessny.gov>; Black, Hannah
<hblackdc4@gmail com>; Keith, Thomas L, <tkeith@ dutchessny.gov>; Edwards, Rebecca <redutchess6@gmail.com>;
Truitt, Will <wtruitt@ dutchessny.gov>; Brendli, Craig <cbrendli@ dutchessny.gov>; Johnson, Randy
<rjohnson@dutchessny gov>; jeterb @hvc rr com; Kearney, Brennan <bkearney@dutchessny gov>; Metzger, John D
<metzger 4dc @gmaii com>; Bolner, Donna <dbolner @ dutchessny.gov>; Paoloni, Lisa <lpaoloni@ dutchessny gov>;
Cavaccini, Joseph <jcavaccini@dutchessny gov>; Zernike, Frits <fzernike@dutchessny gov>; McHoul, Douglas A.
<dmchoui@ dutchessny gov>; Page, Nick <npage@dutchessny gov>; Pulver, Gregg <gpulver @dutchessny gov>; Munn,
Kristofer <kmunn@ dutchessny.gov>; Caswell, Stephen <scaswell@ dutchessny.gov>; Garito, Faye
<fgarito @ dutchessny gov>; Hauser, Edward <ehauser @dutchessny.gov>; Surman, Alan <alansurman@optimum.net>;
Houston, Deirdre <dhouston@dutchessny.gov>; countyexec <countyexec @ dutchessny gov>; Morris, Carolyn

.

.

.

.

.

.

. .

.

.

.

.

<cmorris@dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Defund The Police - Invest in Health, Housing & Education

1

.

.

.

.

.

Dear Dutchess County Legislature,
My name is Clara and I am a resident at West 56th Street, New York City, NY, 10019.1 am writing today asking you to reallocate
,
money away from the Dutchess County Sheriffs Department, which disproportionately targets Black residents. From traffic stops to
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This is an unacceptable disparity in funding. It stands to reason that a greater number of residents can benefit from access to
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Sincerely,
Clara Francesca (she/they)
Benjamin Franklin Drive, Lido Key, Sarasota, Florida
actorclarafrancesca@qmail.com
Cell. +1 512 937 3567
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Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Samirah Aziz < saziz@vassar.edu >
Thursday, July 2, 2020 5:19 PM
County Legislators
Public Comment

ATTENTION: This email came from cm external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or

There is absolutely no need for the construction of a new jail in Dutchess County for a number of reasons. The primary
reason is that the millions of taxpayer dollars that are required for the construction of the jail will take years to pay back.
At the same time, the health, mental health, and youth programs of the county continue to be largely unavailable to
those who rely on such services due to sharp decreases in the annual budget of Dutchess County toward these often
life-saving services. I urge you to reconsider your priorities for the sake of Dutchess County residents who desperately
depend on the aforementioned underfunded services.

l

Hussing, Laura
Kari Steeves < karikes@icloud.com >
Friday, July 3, 2020 9:23 AM
CountyLegislature; Llaverias, Giancarlo; Sagliano, Don; Polasek, Michael; Black, Hannah;
Keith, Thomas L.; Edwards, Rebecca; Truitt, Will; Brendli, Craig; Johnson, Randy;
jeterb @hvc.rr.com; Kearney, Brennan; Metzger, John D.; Bolner, Donna; Paoloni, Lisa;
Cavaccini, Joseph; Zernike, Frits; McHoul, Douglas A.; Page, Nick; Pulver, Gregg; Munn,
Kristofer; Caswell, Stephen; Garito, Faye; Hauser, Edward; Surman, Alan; Houston,
Deirdre; countyexec; Morris, Carolyn
You have the power to defund the police. Use it.

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

ATTENTION : This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.
Dear Dutchess County Legislature,

Hi, my name is Arden Sklar and I am a part time resident of Red Hook.
Being a person of color in America is knowing that even when their innocent, to the cops, their skin color is a
crime. As a white person, I can be afraid of snakes or the dark or even serial killers, but I am not afraid of the
people who are supposed to protect me, because I don’t have to be. And for that I am extremely privileged.
There are many black and brown people in our beautiful county. And for all of those people of color, living here
they carry more fear around with them that I do. A fear that I never worry about. It’s the fear of being stopped
by a police officer. It’s the fear of the police officer not listening to their plea of innocence. Calling backup.
Getting out the pepper spray, the baton, the taser, and the gun. It’s the fear that they would be another case,
crying out for their mom, screaming that they can’t breathe. Dead. All of a sudden they are no longer living and
making choices but rather they are in the news or being chanted at protests. And that’s best case scenario. A lot
of the time, people’s names go unheard.
.

I am asking you to reallocate money away from the Dutchess County Sheriffs Department, which
disproportionately targets Black residents. From traffic stops, to arrests, to the use of lethal force, Dutchess
County Sheriffs Department targets nonwhite residents at a rate far exceeding their share of the population.
Much scholarship shows that a living wage, access to health services and treatment, educational opportunity,
and stable housing are far more successful at promoting community safety than policing and prisons.
Dutchess County is currently allocating $54,665,818 of its budget to the Sheriff and Jail, $18,041,128 to
Probation and $1,312,183 to Juvenile Detention, totaling $74,304,402 (14.5%) toward programs that have little
benefit to the community. All the while only allocating $49,520,574 (9.6%) toward public education from PreSchool through Community College, $46,379,552 (9%) to the Department of Behavioral & Community Health,
and $11,668,951 (0.02%) to our already inadequate Public Transportation system. Additionally, only
$ 1,215,670 (0.002%) was allocated to the Agency Partner Grant Program which includes many of the programs
that support the community in meaningful ways such as housing, restorative justice, food access, literacy, and
much more. This means that Dutchess County is allocating nearly the same amount of funding to policing and
incarceration as it is to all of these other programs combined.
This is an unacceptable disparity in funding. It stands to reason that a greater number of residents can benefit
from access to healthcare, education, and transportation in their communities than they can from police
l

Hussing, Laura
Joseph Augulis <joeaugulis @ gmail.com >
Friday, July 3, 2020 10:06 AM
County Legislators
public comment

From:

Sent:
To:
Subject:

ATTENTION : This erne? // came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

To the Dutchess County Legislature,

I have been a Dutchess county resident for over fifteen years. I am writing to express my opposition to the construction
of the new jail When the project was approved in 2016, no one could have foresaw the financial crisis we are currently
facing today, nor its severity. Millions of people around the country, including so many in the Hudson Valley, are facing
unemployment, eviction, loss of health care, and food scarcity, as a result of this ongoing pandemic and through no fault
of their own. At the same time, state and local governments are facing budget shortfalls, requiring deep cuts to muchneeded services. To invest in jails and incarcerating people at a time of such scarcity and suffering is not just an obscene
misuse of funds, it is wholly unconscionable. What resources are available should be used to help people through this
crisis, not make it easier to lock them up. I ask all those in position of authority to oppose the construction of the new

.

jail. Thank you for your time.

- Joseph

Augulis

l

Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:

Subject:

Nicole Giambastiani < nicolegiambastiani@ gmail.com >
Friday, July 3, 2020 11:16 AM
A Step in the Right Direction
'

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails

.

Dear Dutchess County Legislature,

Hi, my name is Nicole Giambastiani and I am asking you to reallocate money away from the
Dutchess County Sheriffs Department, which disproportionately targets Black residents. From traffic
stops, to arrests, to the use of lethal force, Dutchess County Sheriffs Department targets nonwhite
residents at a rate far exceeding their share of the population. Much scholarship shows that a living
wage, access to health services and treatment, educational opportunity, and stable housing are far
more successful at promoting community safety than policing and prisons.
Dutchess County is currently allocating $54,665,818 of its budget to the Sheriff and Jail, $18,041,128
to Probation and $1,312,183 to Juvenile Detention, totaling $74,304,402 (14.5%) toward programs
that have little benefit to the community. All the while only allocating $49,520,574 (9.6%) toward
public education from Pre-School through Community College, $46,379,552 (9%) to the Department
of Behavioral & Community Health, and $11,668,951 (0.02%) to our already inadequate Public
Transportation system. Additionally, only $1,215,670 (0.002%) was allocated to the Agency Partner
Grant Program which includes many of the programs that support the community in meaningful ways
such as housing, restorative justice, food access, literacy, and much more. This means that Dutchess
County is allocating nearly the same amount of funding to policing and incarceration as it is to all of
these other programs combined.
This is an unacceptable disparity in funding. It stands to reason that a greater number of residents
can benefit from access to healthcare, education, and transportation in their communities than they
can from police presence and incarceration. As such, I demand a meaningful reallocation of these
funds towards healthcare and social programs that truly benefit the community.
Sincerely,
Nicole Giambastiani

845-200-9007

l

Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Isabel Schneck < isabeLschneck97 @ gmail.com >
FridayJuly 3, 2020 11:26 AM
Morris, Carolyn; County Legislators
Public Comment

Dutchess County Legislators,

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed new jail for Dutchess County. For four years, I was a
resident of Poughkeepsie during my studies at Vassar College. ! am honored to have built relationships with many
strong, generous, and deeply resilient residents of Dutchess County. I am writing today to implore all of you to halt the
planned construction of the Dutchess County jail.
During my time in Poughkeepsie, I was fortunate enough to work with middle and high school students and to support
them in their personal and academic growth. I saw firsthand how vital these programs are in the lives of low-income
Black and Latinx youth in Dutchess County.

Regardless of their race, location, or income, we know that all people benefit from programs designed for their wellbeing: youth development programs, health and mental health services, affordable housing, and more. These are the
programs that should be funded by our tax dollars.
Yet throughout the nation, we see local governments allotting astronomical amounts of funding to prisons, policing, and
confinement. We see the relationship between building new jaifs, seeking people to fill those jails, and targeting lowincome people of color based on low-level offenses or false convictions. We see how prisons wreak havoc on our
communities, tearing families apart and widening the racial and economic inequalities in our society.
As legislators for Dutchess County, you hold the responsibility to serve the public and to ensure that taxpayers are
funding projects that support our communities To build a new jail would be to sponsor violence against the residents of
Dutchess County. It would provoke an increase in policing, surveillance, and imprisonment, leading the public to live in
fear of false accusations and government violence.

.

By funding programs that actually help people succeed, you would create life-saving alternatives to expanded policing
and imprisonment. You have the potential to help residents of Dutchess County to thrive and to actually feel safe. The
funding proposed for this jail must be reinvested in health and mental health services, youth development programs,
affordable housing, new jobs, and more. I call upon you to cancel the construction of this jail, and to invest in the

Dutchess County community.

Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,
Isabel Schneck

Isabel Schneck
she / her
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Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
Subject:

Kaitlin Doolittle < kaitlindoolittle@ gmai!.com >
Friday, July 3, 2020 11:56 AM
DEFUND DUTCHESS COUNTY PD NOW !
'

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails .
Dear Dutchess County Legislature,

Hi, my name is Kaitlin and I am a resident of Dutchess County. I am asking you to reallocate money away from
the Dutchess County Sheriff’s Department, which disproportionately targets Black residents. From traffic stops,
to arrests, to the use of lethal force, Dutchess County Sheriffs Department targets nonwhite residents at a rate
far exceeding their share of the population. Much scholarship shows that a living wage, access to health services
and treatment , educational opportunity, and stable housing are far more successful at promoting community
safety than policing and prisons.
Dutchess County is currently allocating $54,665,818 of its budget to the Sheriff and Jail, $18,041,128 to
Probation and $ 1 ,312,183 to Juvenile Detention, totaling $74,304,402 (14.5%) toward programs that have little
benefit to the community. All the while only allocating $49,520,574 (9.6 %) toward public education from PreSchool through Community College, $46,379,552 (9%) to the Department of Behavioral & Community Health,
and $11,668,951 (0.02%) to our already inadequate Public Transportation system. Additionally, only
$1,215,670 (0.002%) was allocated to the Agency Partner Grant Program which includes many of the programs
that support the community in meaningful ways such as housing, restorative justice, food access, literacy, and
much more. This means that Dutchess County is allocating nearly the same amount .of funding to policing and
incarceration as it is to all of these other programs combined.

This is an unacceptable disparity in funding. It stands to reason that a greater number of residents can benefit
from access to healthcare, education, and transportation in their communities than they can from police
presence and incarceration. As such, I demand a meaningful reallocation of these funds towards healthcare and
social programs that truly benefit the community.
Sincerely,
Kaitlin D.

l

Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:

Subject:

Kaitlin Doolittle <kaitiindoolittle@gmail.com >
Friday, July 3, 2020 12:13 PM
DEFUND POUGHKEEPSIE PD NOW!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.

To Poughkeepsie Officials:
My name is Kaitlin and I am a resident of Poughkeepsie.

Given the historic, social, and political origins of police and policing, in conjunction with the recent nationwide
protests reflecting the police murders of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Tony McDade I am contacting you
because I am demanding you to redirect money away Poughkeepsie policing and prioritize community services
that will help improve the economic conditions, health, and wellbeing of Poughkeepsie residents, especially our
Black communities.

Teachers are at serious risk of losing their positions as well the youth losing the essential human right to learn
and receive a sound education . As such, the Poughkeepsie City School District has stated the following:
The Poughkeepsie City School District is proposing to eliminate 48 positions, including teachers,
administrators and support staff, as it attempts to erase a $2.6 million deficit for its 2020-21 budget. The board
voted Wednesday to eliminate positions for elementary assistant principals, the Poughkeepsie High School dean
of students, the assistant to the superintendent and a position that had yet to be filled for the director of grunts
and advancement.

Superintendent Eric Rosser said the cuts, most of which have yet to be voted on, are necessary to overcome
financial challenges that include decreases in state aid, the loss of building aid, increases in operating costs, and
other financial obligations. Some, but not all, of those losses are related to hardships created by the coronavirus
pandemic.
He said as the administration continues to finalize its budget he may have to consider more eliminations.
School budget votes, which were to take place May 19, were delayed until a date to be determined after June 1.

"Of course in this district we are not looking to take away valuable members of our organization that support
student learning, but it is our hope that we would be able to retain our staff members, because each member is
in the position to meet the varying needs of our children, " Rosser said to the district board of education
Wednesday. "Unfortunately, given our budgetary situation we are forced to move in this direction, it is not a
good direction that I, as a superintendent, or even as an educator, would recommend. However, when you don't
have the ability to meet people's payroll or salary you have to move in the direction of a budget that we will be
able to meet the payroll."
When contacted by the Journal, Board President Felicia Watson declined to answer questions regarding the
moves, but said "The board awaits the presentation of the final budget that the superintendent will be
holistically presenting soon."

i

The layoffs, if approved , would include 27 teacher positions, 11 administrator positions, and 10 support staff
positions, as well as the restructuring of some central office positions. Rosser noted the eliminations do not
necessarily mean 48 staff members will be laid off, given some positions are vacant due to retirements and other

transitions.
Administrative positions eliminated would include the P-Tech program principal, the PACE (Poughkeepsie
Academic and Career Excellence) program principal, the PACE assistant principal, the high school dean of
students, five elementary assistant principals, the assistant to the superintendent, and the director of grants and
advancement.
The proposed layoffs would result in around $3 million of savings. Rosser said the eliminations are likely to
happen given the economic uncertainty amid the pandemic, and the district could see more eliminations as the
budget is finalized.

When asked by the board at the meeting how the schools will continue to provide services, Rosser did not have
an answer.
In addition to the lack of funding in schools, County Executive Marc Molinaro has reported that 2019 was a
strong "fiscal" year, in particular response to the COVID-19 pandemic, stating:

"Expenses totaled $471.2 million, while revenue added up to $472.6 million. Additionally, sales tax revenue
increased by $9.1 million, a 4.6% increase over 2018. The county also ended the fiscal year with $56.9 million
in its general fund balance."

Moreover, "...[rjevenues increased in 2019, even as expenditures also increased in several areas. That included
a $7.6 million cost increase to the Dutchess County Sheriffs Employee Association for union contract
settlements, positions, employee benefits and debt service."
Ultimately, the allocation of funds to the Poughkeepsie Police Department in contrast to the funding towards
schools, is telling and disgraceful. I yeam to know what you will do to protect Black lives and prevent further
instances of police-state-sanctioned violence, and support the emotional, social, and educational well-being of
your Black constituents. I urge you to condemn police brutality, racial profiling, and the use of excessive force
by police on oppressed communities, and show with your budget priorities that you actually care about a safe
and healthy community.
Sincerely,
Kaitlin D.
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Hello County Legislators,
My name is Martin Burstein and I am a sophomore at Vassar College. I am firmly against Dutchess County
constructing a $200 million jail.

The county could use $ 200 million dollars in so many better ways than contributing to a industry who targets
the working class and minorities to ruin their lives. How about public transportation or initiatives to reduce our
carbon footprint? How about better stipends for fresh produce to protect our farmers? What if we invested in
our education system and avoided sending people to prison in the first place?
This is not even mentioning that because of bail reform in New York, those who cannot afford bail who
committed a nonviolent crime will not be held in jail and populations will see record lows. According to Rebecca
Edwards in the Daily Freeman, this has the potential to reduce jail capacity in Dutchess County by the
thousands; “Last year, Dutchess jail admissions for violent felony charges numbered 212; those based on
nonviolent charges totaled 2, 535."
I want the County Legislators to reject funding for this prison immediately to avoid having stranded assets for a
new building that we will not need in the near future.

Thank you for your time,

Martin

I

Hussing, Laura
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Sent:
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Phoebe O' Connell < po0208 @ bard.edu >
Friday, July 3, 2020 4:20 PM
Morris, Carolyn; County Legislators
Public Comment
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I am emailing you regarding the proposed budget that would allocate 200,000,000 $ to construct a new prison in
Dutchess County. I am calling on you to take a stand and recognize the demands and concerns of the people that make
up this county. I call on you to ask yourself who would benefit from the construction of this prison ? And then ask
yourself who would benefit from potentially reallocated funds that could instead feed educational and recreational
programs RATHER THAN A PRISON. Programs such as these have the potential to give back to communities that have a
higher chance of becoming the population that would fill Dutchess County prison. Why can you not understand that
there would be no need for prisons of this scale if there was a larger arpount of money being distributed to virtually
almost any other program such as public transportation or community centers. The answer seems clear to me, but
maybe you have some billionaires feeding money into your back pocket making you an offer you can't refuse? Be brave,
you have the chance to make a change and stand on the right side of history, and if you do not then shame on you !

-Phoebe O'Connell
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Hussing, Laura
Rainer Turim <rt6644@ bard.edu >
Friday, July 3, 2020 5:30 PM
cmorris@ duny.gov; County Legislators
Public Comment Dutchess County Jail

From:
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Dear Carolyn,

Here is my statement i'd like to be read at the upcoming hearing for the investment into the Dutchess County Jail:

" In 2014, the night before Thanksgiving, 23-year old Kaseem Pankey hung himself in his Dutchess County cell. Four

years later in February 2018, a settlement was made with his estate for $50,000.10 months later, 33-year old Nicholas J.
Salfelder hung himself in his cell in the same jail. We should 've learned that we failed the community by the time
Kaseem killed himself, but we ignored his cry for help and Nicholas was a sad reminder that we failed the community
again. Our concern should be providing folks like Kaseem and Nicholas the care and attention they should've had before
they found themselves atthe doors to the county jail. Had we acted sooner and showed love, compassion, and
hospitality to these young people, perhaps they wouldn't find themselves in crime, nonetheless depressed with the
unthinkable thought of taking one 's life. A $ 200 million dollar investment into a system that was called the worst of the
state by the New York State of Corrections in 2018 is a slap in the face to the people who' ve felt dishonored by our
attempt to rehabilitate them in this county jail. We failed these inmates in providing eligible youth proper education. We
failed them in providing decent daily outdoor exercise time. We failed them in providing decent food, proper life, and a
standard pursuit to happiness. How many more inmates must prove to us that we've failed them before we fund their
resources to succeed, not the institutions that have pushed them to fail. Thank you "

.

Thank you and take care,
Rainer
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Defund the police:)

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
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Dear Dutchess County Legislature,

Hi, my name is Livia and I am a resident of Brooklyn. I am asking you to reallocate money away from the
Dutchess County Sheriff’s Department, which disproportionately targets Black residents. From traffic stops, to
arrests, to the use of lethal force, Dutchess County Sheriffs Department targets nonwhite residents at a rate far
exceeding their share of the population , Much scholarship shows that a living wage, access to health services
and treatment, educational opportunity, and stable housing are far more successful at promoting community
safety than policing- and prisons.
Dutchess County is currently allocating $54,665,818 of its budget to the Sheriff and Jail, $18,041,128 to
Probation and $1,312,183 to Juvenile Detention, totaling $74,304,402 (14.5%) toward programs that have little
benefit to the community. All the while only allocating $49,520,574 (9.6%) toward public education from Pre
School through Community College, $46,379,552 (9%) to the Department of Behavioral & Community Health,
and $11,668,951 (0.02%) to our already inadequate Public Transportation system. Additionally, only
$1,215,670 (0.002%) was allocated to the Agency Partner Grant Program which includes many of the programs
that support the community in meaningful ways such as housing, restorative justice, food access, literacy, and
much more. This means that Dutchess County is allocating nearly the same amount of funding to policing and
incarceration as it is to all of these other programs combined.

-

This is an unacceptable disparity in funding. It stands to reason that a greater number of residents can benefit
from access to healthcare, education, and transportation in their communities than they can from police
presence and incarceration. As such, I demand a meaningful reallocation of these funds towards healthcare and
social programs that truly benefit the community.

Sincerely,
Livia
*The 2020 Adopted Budget Appropriations document for Dutchess County is publicly available at
https://www.dutchessny.gov/Departments/County-Legislature/Docs/2020-Adopted-Budget.pdf

Sent from my iPhone
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An urgent message to Duchess County.
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Dear Dutchess County Legislature,

1 am asking you to reallocate money away from the Dutchess County Sheriffs Department, which
disproportionately targets Black residents. From traffic stops, to arrests, to the use of lethal force,
Dutchess County Sheriffs Department targets nonwhite residents at a rate far exceeding their share of
the population. Much scholarship shows that a living wage, access to health services and treatment,
educational opportunity, and stable housing are far more successful at promoting community safety than
policing and prisons.
Dutchess County is currently allocating $54,665,818 of its budgetto the Sheriff and Jail, $18, 041,128 to
Probation and $1,312,183 to Juvenile Detention, totaling $74,304,402 (14.5%) toward programs that
have little benefit to the community. All the while only allocating $49,520,574 (9.6%) toward public
education from Pre-School through Community College, $ 46,379,552 (9%) to the Department of
Behavioral & Community Health, and $11, 668,951 ( 0.02 %) to our already inadequate Public
Transportation system. Additionally, only $1, 215,670 (0.002%) was allocated to the Agency Partner
Grant Program which includes many of the programs that support the community in meaningful ways
such as housing, restorative justice, food access, literacy, and much more. This means that Dutchess
County is allocating nearly the same amount of funding to policing and incarceration as it is to all of these
other programs combined.

This is an unacceptable disparity in funding. It stands to reason that a greater number of residents can
benefit from access to healthcare, education, and transportation in their communities than they can from
police presence and incarceration. As such, I demand a meaningful reallocation of these funds towards
healthcare and social programs that truly benefit the community.
Sincerely,
A citizen who's tired of seeing violence being taken priority over our community.
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Forwarded message
From: Liz Ertner <lizertner (5> gmail. com>
Date: Wed, Jun 17, 2020 at 8:59 PM
Subject: Public Comment
To : <cmorris (5) dutchessnv.gov>
CC: <countv[ egislators(5> dutchess.Eov>

Hello,
I am writing because I believe it's critical to STOP funding on the $200 million dollar jail planned for this September. You
must stop investing in the prison system - mass incarceration in this country is deeply problematic and racist. The system
is unjust and ineffective. Dutchess County should not spend millions on supporting a racist, unjust system that does not
work. It does not actually reduce or prevent crime.
For this particular prison, taxpayers would pay almost $10 million per year for the forseeable future to pay back the
construction bond. For a jail that is meant to house a population of only 130 people. Instead of spending $ 200 million on
a new building, I urge those in charge to look into releasing non-violent offenders to reduce the prison population
further. Then propose a fraction of that budget to be used to improve living conditions and quality of life for the

remaining inmates.

Our county's largest expenses should be focused on on investing in education and in social services for residents
especially to support those most vulnerable from the pandemic. Do not spend $200 million on this prison. You should
also reduce the enormous sheriff department and jail budget of $ 54.7 million in 2020. Instead, increase funding for
health and mental health services and youth programs.

Thank you,
Elizabeth Ertner
Beacon, New York
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Dear Lisa Paoloni and other county legislators,
I am astonished that the County is planning to continue with the construction of the new jail. Given the bailreform measures passed by the State Legislature, the pandemic (which has reduced County revenues), the fact
that even Executive staff have downsized the needed capacity to half of the original while the costs have only
shrunk by 3%, and finally, that the debt service on the additional bond money is going to be with us for many,
many years, it is time to rethink this extravagant and unnecessary expenditure.

The conditions that led to this jail being needed are no longer prevalent. The jail population has gone down
since NY State required Dutchess County to build a new jail.
The County Executive also appears to be doing some weird kind of new math where such a large expenditure
is going to save us money in staff reductions. Maybe this math does not include the debt service on the bond ?
Jails are expensive things. It is far better to spend the money on alternatives like drug stabilization centers,
mobile crisis intervention and other things that work in the community to prevent incarceration.
Let's be realistic and smart about our expenditures when we know the economy is hurting and recovery may
be slow. Defund the jail and cut the bond amount to what has been already spent.

Thank you
Yours sincerely

Jaya Srikrishnan

Wappingers Falls

i

;

i

i

Hussing, Laura
Morris, Carolyn on behalf of Countylegisiature
Thursday, July 9, 2020 12:16 PM
Wager, Leigh
Hussing, Laura
FW: Defend the Police, Don't Defund the Police
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Dutchess County Legislature
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From: jincoronato@ verizon.net <jincoronato @ verizon.net>
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 11:27 AM
To: Tamkjr @ gmail.com
Cc: CountyLegislature <Countyl_egislature @ dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Re: Defend the Police, Don't Defund the Police
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Dear Mr. Kraus: I absolutely share your opinion about supporting the police in general, but the
need to use federal resources to take down domestic terrorists who have embedded themselves
in legitimate protests.

i

Although I retired from the County Legislature last year, I will gladly forward your
correspondence to them.

Joe Incoronato
Original Message —
From: Thomas Kraus <Tamkir@qmaii.com>
To: iincoronato@verizon.net
Sent: Sat, Jul 4, 2020 2:11 pm
Subject: Defend the Police, Don't Defund the Police
Thomas Kraus
14 Sun up rd
Stormville, NY 12582

July 4, 2020

Dear Legislator Incoronato,
Dear Sir or Madam,

I am reaching out to your office as one of your local constituents with a very important issue.

I want you to know that I stand 100% with my local police officers and do not want to see any budget cuts to their
department.

All police officers are not perfect, but I know that the vast majority of police officers put their lives on the line to protect us.
Do not cut their budget or punish them because of the tragedy that took place in Minneapolis.
We need to work with our local police department to improve their practices, not defund them.

Defend the police, don't defund them.

Sincerely,
Thomas Kraus

:

2

Hussing, Laura
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Subject:

kur uop < thenshewentwoah@gmail.com >
Saturday, July 4, 2020 2:56 PM
sheriffbutch @ gmail.com; county exec; Countylegislature; Kendall, Bradford; comptroller;
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jrenihan@townofpoughkeepsie- ny.gov; bill.carlos@ aol.com;
jlopez@ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; Michaelcifone@ aol.com;
mwoolever @ townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; ashershin @yahoo.com;
fsalvatore@townofpoughkeepsie-ny.gov; mayor @cityofpoughkeepsie.com;
CommonCouncilMembers @cityofpoughkeepsie.com; TPape@ cityofpoughkeepsie.com;
superintendent@ poughkeepsieschools.org; boe @ poughkeepsieschools.org
An urgent message to Poughkeepsie.
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To Poughkeepsie Officials:

Given the historic, social, and political origins of police and policing, in conjunction with the recent
nationwide protests reflecting the police murders of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Tony McDade I
am contacting you because I am demanding you to redirect money away Poughkeepsie policing and
prioritize community services that will help improve the economic conditions, health, and wellbeing of
Poughkeepsie residents, especially our Black communities.

Teachers are at serious risk of losing their positions as well the youth losing the essential human right to
learn and receive a sound education. As such, the Poughkeepsie City School District has stated the
following:

The Poughkeepsie City School District is proposing to eliminate 48 positions, including teachers,
administrators and support staff, as it attempts to erase a $ 2.6 million deficit for its 2020- 21 budget. The
board voted Wednesday to eliminate positions for elementary assistant principals, the Poughkeepsie
High School dean of students, the assistant to the superintendent and a position that had yet to be filled
for the director of grants and advancement.
Superintendent Eric Rosser said the cuts, most of which have yet to be voted on, are necessary to
overcome financial challenges that include decreases in state aid, the loss of building aid, increases in
operating costs, and other financial obligations. Some, but not all, of those losses are related to hardships
created by the coronavirus pandemic.

He said as the administration continues to finalize its budget he may have to consider more eliminations.
School budget votes, which were to take place May 19, were delayed until a date to be determined after
June 1.

course in this district we are not looking to take away valuable members of our organization that
support student learning, but it is our hope that we would be able to retain our staff members, because
each member is in the position to meet the varying needs of our children," Rosser said to the district
board of education Wednesday. "Unfortunately, given our budgetary situation we are forced to move in
this direction, it is not a good direction that I, as a superintendent, or even as an educator, would
" Of

l

recommend . However, when you don't have the ability to meet people's payroll or salary you have to
move in the direction of a budget that we will be able to meet the payroll."
When contacted by the Journal, Board President Felicia Watson declined to answer questions regarding
the moves, but said "The board awaits the presentation of the final budget that the superintendent will be
holistically presenting soon."

The layoffs, if approved, would include 27 teacher positions, 11 administrator positions, and 10 support
staff positions, as well as the restructuring of some central office positions. Rosser noted the eliminations
do not necessarily mean 48 staff members will be laid off, given some positions are vacant due to
retirements and other transitions.

-

Administrative positions eliminated would include the P Tech program principal, the PACE
( Poughkeepsie Academic and Career Excellence) program principal, the PACE assistant principal, the
high school dean of students, five elementary assistant principals, the assistant to the superintendent,
and the director of grants and advancement
The proposed layoffs would result in around $3 million of savings. Rosser said the eliminations are likely
to happen given the economic uncertainty amid the pandemic, and the district could see more
eliminations as the budget is finalized.

When asked by the board at the meeting how the schools will continue to provide services, Rosser did not
have an answer.

In addition to the lack of funding in schools, County Executive Marc Molinaro has reported that 2019 was
a strong "fiscal" year, in particular response to the COVID-19 pandemic, stating:
"Expenses totaled $ 471.2 million, while revenue added up to $472.6 million. Additionally, sales tax

revenue increased by $9.1 million, a 4.6% increase over 2018. The county also ended the fiscal year with
$56.9 million in its general fund balance."
Moreover, "...[rjevenues increased in 2019, even as expenditures also increased in several areas. That
included a $ 7.6 million cost increase to the Dutchess County Sheriffs Employee Association for union
contract settlements, positions, employee benefits and debt service."
Ultimately, the allocation of funds to the Poughkeepsie Police Department in contrast to the funding
towards schools, is telling and disgraceful. 1 yearn to know what you will do to protect Black lives and
prevent further instances of police state -sanctioned violence, and support the emotional, social, and
educational well -being of your Black constituents. I urge you to condemn police brutality, racial profiling,
and the use of excessive force by police on oppressed communities, and show with your budget priorities
that you actually care about a safe and healthy community.

-

Sincerely,
A citizen who’s tired of seeing violence being taken priority over our community.
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Saturday, July 4, 2020 4:58 PM
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Dear County Legislators,

As a Dutchess County voter and taxpayer from Beacon, I urge you to rescind the bond on the new
county jail. Spending $10 Million per year on a new jail is fiscally irresponsible, especially when the
inmate population is decreasing and the county budget is facing severe cuts due to the economic
impacts of the coronavirus pandemic.
At this time, with so few inmates being detained at the county jail, we do not need to make more beds
for more inmates, and if anything, we should aim to keep incarceration levels low, especially now to
prevent the further spread of COVID in our communities. I urge you to consider using some of this
money to fund urgently needed social, public health, and mental health services in the county, which
we will have to rely upon to get through this pandemic, and to aid our citizens in rebounding the
economy -when the threat has passed.

While the County sheriffs budget has doubled, mental health and child services have been cut to
almost nothing. With many people out of work, sick, and suffering from the mental stress of prolonged
isolation, we need to invest In programs that will help our community to recover and rebuild. We can ' t
police our way out of these problems.
Furthermore, the major reason why our county jail was overcrowded in the first place was due to the
outrageously long time inmates were being detained there awaiting their trials. On average, prisoners
wait in the Dutchess county jail for 56 days, almost triple the national average. This issue needs to be
addressed, not by building a new, larger jail, but by focusing on reducing the number of detainees,
and pursuing solutions like centralized arraignment, a bond fund, and investing in youth programs
committed to keeping young people out of trouble.
Please rescind the bond, and reinvest in the programs that will best serve our county to emerge from
this crisis stronger and with better prospects to grow and renew our economy.

Thank you,

Anna Marcus
295 E Main Street
Beacon, NY 12508
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Naomi Canaan <ncanaan@hotmail.com >
Saturday, July 4, 2020 7:55 PM
County Legislators
Morris, Carolyn
No 200mi!iion$ Jail
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Dear Dutchess Legislators:
1 am adding my voice to the millions of other voices protesting your continued plan to build an unnecessary and
outrageously expensive new jail.
Please rescind the remaining bond and put all your efforts into alternatives to targeted incarceration and the inevitable
injustices.

thank you,
N Canaan
Beacon NY
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AHegra DeNooyer < al!egradenooyer@ gmail.com >
Saturday, July 4, 2020 9:58 PM
Morris, Carolyn; County Legislators
Public Comment
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Hi,
Dutchess County should not build a new jail because jails are overcrowded, violent, and inhuman. Additionally, millions
of Americans are incarcerated and do not receive appropriate treatment, education, or rehabilitation. This perpetuates a
cycle of incarceration that traps Americans and removes their humanity. Prisoners are at risk of assault, beatings, and
stabbings. A new jail would be extremely harmful for Dutchess County.
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Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Sarah Imboden < s.d.imboden @gmail.com >
Sunday, July 5, 2020 11:44 AM
County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
Kristofer Munn
Public Comment

Dear Legislators,
Thank you for your service on behalf of Dutchess County residents. I write to join others in requesting that the
legislature reconsider the current jail project.

•

•

•
•

With the current economic realities, and many unknowns ahead, due to COVID-19, this is not the time
to be borrowing more money for this project
Dutchess should be a leader in alternatives to incarceration, rather than building a monument to our
military industrial complex of an incarceration system
As a taxpayer, I want to see my tax dollars invested in jobs programs that help our most in need
residents, NOT in a new jail
Dutchess should be a leader in racial justice, starting with our courts and our jails, rather than buying
further into the damaging systems of inequality our country currently upholds

Thank you for your time and consideration
Sarah Imboden
37 Colonial Drive, Red Hook, NY 12571
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Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

countyexec

Monday, July 6, 2020 4:53 PM
Layla Saif; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
RE: Stop the $ 200 Million Jail Now !

Dear Layla,
Thank you for your email. Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains
our priority. The County has heavily invested in access to mental health services with the building of the
Stabilization Center, a 24/7 walk-in facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive
crisis counseling, mental health assessments, and peer advocacy. In addition to the Stabilization Center, the
Department of Behavioral and Community Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including our call or text
service HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis Intervention Team, which can go directly into the community to aid
individuals in crisis.
The County partners with local school districts to incorporate Second Step, a social-emotional learning program
that focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem-solving, and substance abuse
prevention - all of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have
also dedicated resources to family stability by increasing family-based foster care placements, offering parent
coaching, and providing home-visiting to high-risk families. A strong, stable, and reliable family structure
supports positive social-emotional development and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration.
Additionally, we remain committed to our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical components,
needed resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability, security, and success. In
2019 the County began implementing the first set of initiatives, including a Foster Care Mentoring program and
expanding youth employment programs beyond the summer. We have also supported the youth services
through our Agency Partner Grant. Over the past eight years, over $7 million has been allocated to critical
programs and services in our community through this program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth
programs - anti-bullying, workforce development, literacy, and more.
These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to support young
people and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system. However, Section 217 of the New York State
County Law still mandates that a county maintain a jail. Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and
those who provide services to this population deserve a modem facility designed for the purpose of
rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency . The new Justice and Transition Center will provide:
•
greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as
providing cost savings;
•
the opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in a light-filled and safe environment that is
more conducive to positive behavioral change; and
•
the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential
to decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses (ex.
transitional housing).

-

These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resulting in annual operational savings of nearly
$4.1 million. Cost-savings primarily come in the form of the reductions to required staff and increases in the
inmate to correctional officer ratio resulting from efficient design elements on the planned facility. The capital
costs are an investment in future annualized operational savings allowing us to save money and focus spending
in other areas. Additionally, ending the Justice and Transition Center project would require significant
investment in the current jail facility, specifically the 1995 and 1984 sections. Further, with $60 million already
bonded for the project, over $3 million in debt service will still need to be paid annually.
l

Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020. The legislation significantly
impacted the size and composition of the population served within die Dutchess County Jail. Additionally,
before the implementation of the 2019 criminal justice reform, Dutchess County had reduced our jail population
by 30 percent over a five year period through initiatives designed to divert lower risk and/or mentally ill
defendants from jail, including building our Stabilization Center; providing Crisis Intervention Training (CIT)
to law enforcement; and utilizing a sophisticated array of evidenced-based pretrial diversion practices as
alternatives to incarceration (ATIs). This work has become the model for many of the counties of which you
write about. Given these factors, the design of the new Justice and Transition Center was reduced by over 200
beds.
We recognize the changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only a legal
obligation, but a moral one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing
incarcerated individuals and providing rehabilitative programming shown to reduce recidivism and improve
outcomes. The Justice and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing millions in annualized
cost savings.
I appreciate your interest in this topic, and I hope I have addressed some, if not all, of your concerns.

Marcus J. Molinaro
Dutchess County Executive
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845-486-2000 phone
845-486-2021 fax
Email: countyexec@dutchessny.gov
www.dutchessny . gov

Original Message
From: Layla Saif <layla.w.saif@gmail.com>
Sent : Sunday, July 5, 2020 11:59 AM
To: countyexec <countyexec@dutchessny.gov>; County Legislators <CountyLegislators@dutchessny.gov>;
Morris, Carolyn <cmorris@dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Stop the $200 Million Jail Now!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:
I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for
a new jail. The jail would be the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more
than all other county capital spending combined, with bond repayment extending into the 2040s. Post-Covid,
the county's financial situation is dire—the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid
arrives, the county will need to borrow later this year to cover basic operations . Layoffs and cuts to essential
services seem inevitable.
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This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities.
For example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism
and mental health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these services,
as well as on much-needed youth programs.
Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York's bail and discovery reform laws have
dramatically reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago, over
400). More people charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction
and mental-health diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into homeless
shelters and expand alternatives to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and reimagine public
safety.

For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July:
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of
part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.
Respectfully submitted,
Layla Saif
446 Main St.
Beacon, NY 12508
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Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Maggie Dickinson < maggie.dickinson @ gmail.com >
Sunday, July 5, 2020 3:10 PM
County Legislators
Rescinding the New Jail Bond
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Dear County Legislators,
l am a Dutchess County resident. I am writing to urge you to rescind the bond for the proposed new jail
to be built in Dutchess County. I work closely with local organizations in Beacon and Wappingers
working to address hunger - which has become a crisis in this pandemic. I've seen firsthand the very real
struggles our residents are facing right now. A new jail is the last thing we need. Issuing a bond for a new
jail is a slap in the face to our residents. We are told there is always money for police and prisons but
nothing to meet the real needs of people living in Dutchess County - especially our Black, brown and
low-income residents. This has to change.

We need to invest in Dutchess County residents' basic needs - to make sure people have food,
affordable housing, education, healthcare, and mental health resources. The economic crisis we are
facing has already caused incredible hardship in the form of hunger and lost jobs. We are going to be
faced with a wave of evictions and homelessness if people aren't able to pay their rent. I do support
increased spendingon these issues.

Take care,
Maggie Dickinson
55 Sargent Ave.
Beacon, NY

Maggie Dickinson, PhD
Assistant Professor of Interdisciplinary Studies
Stella and Charles Guttman Community College
City University of New York
Author of Feeding the Crisis: Care and Abandonment in America's Food Safety Net
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Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Kelly Ellenwood < kellyellenwood@ gmail.com >
Sunday, July 5, 2020 3:15 PM
County Legislators
Morris, Carolyn
Public Comment

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source; Do not open attachmentsorclick on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails, .
"

Dear Dutchess County Legislators,
My name is Kelly Ellenwood, I am a resident of Beacon, and ! support the bills to rescind the jail bond and form a
commission to research alternatives to this ridiculously expensive plan. Our County has myriad issues which badly need
adequate funding: higher education, medical care, mental health services, substance abuse treatment, public
transportation, and food & shelter insecurity to name only a few As we all know, those needs have only grown with the

.

COVID pandemic.

The fact that this body would even CONSIDER going forward with this project at this time is shocking to me -- $132
million put on the shoulders of Dutchess County taxpayers with $5 to $10 million in yearly debt service would be a
mistake we would regret for decades to come.
Let’s find better solutions that meet this moment before spending taxpayer money. The world has moved on, and a
$132 million county jail expansion is no longer - if it ever was - an urgent necessity.

Kelly Ellenwood
(845) 863-9964
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Hussing, Laura

ES32E

countyexec

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Monday, July 6, 2020 4:53 PM
joe robitaille; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
RE: Stop the $200 Million Jail Now!

Dear Joe,

Thank you for your email ddressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains our
priority. The County has heavily invested in access to mental health services with the building of the
Stabilization Center, a 24/7 walk in facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive
crisis counseling, mental health assessments, and peer advocacy. In addition to the Stabilization Center, the
Department of Behavioral and Community Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including our call or text
service HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis Intervention Team, which can go directly into the community to aid
individuals in crisis.
The County partners with local school districts to incorporate Second Step, a social-emotional learning program
that focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem-solving, and substance-abuse
prevention - all of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have
also dedicated resources to family stability by increasing family-based foster care placements, offering parent
coaching, and providing home-visiting to high-risk families. A strong, stable, and reliable family structure
supports positive social emotional development and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration.
Additionally, we remain committed to our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical components,
needed resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability, security, and success. In
2019 the County began implementing the first set of initiatives, including a Foster Care Mentoring program and
expanding youth employment programs beyond the summer. We have also supported the youth services
through our Agency Partner Grant. Over the past eight years, over $7 million has been allocated to critical
programs and services in our community through this program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth
programs - anti -bullying, workforce development, literacy, and more.
These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to support young
people and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system. However, Section 217 of the New York State
County Law still mandates that a county maintain a jail. Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and
those who provide services to this population deserve a modem facility designed for the purpose of
rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency. The new Justice and Transition Center will provide:
greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as
•
providing cost savings;
•
the opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in a light-filled and safe environment that is
more conducive to positive behavioral change; and
•
the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential
to decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses (ex.
transitional housing).
,

-

-

These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resulting in annual operational savings of nearly
$4.1 million. Cost-savings primarily come in the form of the reductions to- required staff and increases in the
inmate to correctional officer ratio resulting from efficient design elements on the planned facility. The capital
costs are an investment in future annualized operational savings allowing us to save money and focus spending
in other areas. Additionally, ending the Justice and Transition Center project would require significant
investment in the current jail facility, specifically the 1995 and 1984 sections. Further, with $60 million already
bonded for tire project, over $3 million in debt service will still need to be paid annually.
l

Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020. The legislation significantly
impacted the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County Jail. Additionally,
before the implementation of the 2019 criminal justice reform, Dutchess County had reduced our jail population
by 30 percent over a five year period through initiatives designed to divert lower risk and/or mentally ill
defendants from jail, including building- our Stabilization Center; providing Crisis Intervention Training (CIT)
to law enforcement; and utilizing a sophisticated array of evidenced-based pretrial diversion practices as
alternatives to incarceration (ATIs). This work has become the model for many of the counties of which you
write about. Gfven these factors, the design of the new Justice and Transition Center was reduced by over 200
beds.
We recognize the changing dimensions of our criminal justice-system, but we continue to have not only a legal
obligation, but a moral one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing
incarcerated individuals and providing rehabilitative programming shown to reduce recidivism and improve
outcomes. The Justice and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing millions in annualized
cost savings.
I appreciate your interest in this topic, and I hope I have addressed some, if not all, of your concerns.
Marcus J. Molinaro
Dutchess County Executive
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845-486-2000 phone
845-486-2021 fax
Email: countyexec@dutchessny.gov

www .dutchessny . gov

Original Message
From: joe robitaille <jdrobitaille@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, July 5, 2020 4:22 PM
To: countyexec <countyexec@dutchessny.gov>; County Legislators <CountyLegislators@dutchessny.gov>;
Morris, Carolyn <cmorris@dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Stop the $ 200 Million Jail Now !

ATTENTION: This email came from an -external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.
Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:

I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for
a new jail. The jail would be the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more
than all other county capital spending combined, with bond repayment extending into the 2040s. Post-Covid,
the county's financial situation is dire—the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid
arrives, the county will need to borrow later this year to cover basic operations. Layoffs and cuts to essential
services seem inevitable.
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This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities.
For example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism
and mental health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these services,
as well as on much-needed youth programs.

Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York's bail and discovery reform laws have
dramatically reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago, over
400). More people charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction
and mental-health diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into homeless
shelters and expand alternatives to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and reimagine public
safety.

For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July:
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of
part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.
Respectfully submitted,
Sent from my iPhone
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Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

countyexec

Tuesday, July 7, 2020 11:03 AM
Sara Blackwell; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
RE: Stop the $ 200 Million Jail Project in Dutchess County!

Dear Sara,
Thank you for your email. Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains
our priority. The County has heavily invested in access to mental health services with the building of the
Stabilization Center, a 24/7 walk-in facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive
crisis counseling, mental health assessments, and peer advocacy. In addition to the Stabilization Center, the
Department of Behavioral and Community Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including our call or text
service HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis Intervention Team, which can go directly into the community to aid
individuals in crisis.
The County partners with local school districts to incorporate Second Step, a social-emotional learning program
that focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem-solving, and substance-abuse
prevention - all of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have
also dedicated resources to family stability by increasing family-based foster care placements, offering parent
coaching, and providing home-visiting to high-risk families. A strong, stable, and reliable family structure
supports positive social-emotional development and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration.
Additionally, we remain committed to our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical components,
needed resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability, security, and success. In
2019 the County began implementing the first set of initiatives, including a Foster Care Mentoring program and
expanding youth employment programs beyond the summer. We have also supported the youth services
through our Agency Partner Grant. Over the past eight years, over $7 million has been allocated to critical
programs and sendees in our community through this program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth
programs - anti-bullying, workforce development, literacy, and more.
These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to support young
people and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system. However, Section 217 of the New York State
County Law still mandates that a county maintain a jail. Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and
those who provide services to this population deserve a modem facility designed for the purpose of
rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency. The new Justice and Transition Center will provide:
greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as
•
providing cost savings;
the opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in a light-filled and safe environment that is
•
more conducive to positive behavioral change; and
the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential
•
to decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses (ex.
transitional housing).

These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resulting in annual operational savings of nearly
$4.1 million. Cost-savings primarily come in the form of the reductions to required staff and increases in the
inmate to correctional officer ratio resulting from efficient design elements on the planned facility. The capital
costs are an investment in future annualized operational savings allowing us to save money and focus spending
in other areas. Additionally, ending the Justice and Transition Center project would require significant
investment in the current jail facility, specifically the 1995 and 1984 sections. Further, with $60 million already
bonded for the project, over $3 million in debt service will still need to be paid annually.
l

Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020. The legislation significantly
impacted the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County Jail . Additionally,
before the implementation of the 2019 criminal justice reform, Dutchess County had reduced our jail population
by 30 percent over a five year period through initiatives designed to divert lower risk and/or mentally ill
defendants from jail, including building our Stabilization Center; providing Crisis Intervention Training (CIT)
to law enforcement; and utilizing a sophisticated array of evidenced-based pretrial diversion practices as
alternatives to incarceration (ATIs). This work has become the model for many of the counties of which you
write about. Given these factors, the design of the new Justice and Transition Center was reduced by over 200
beds.
We recognize the changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only a legal
obligation, but a moral one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing
incarcerated individuals and providing rehabilitative programming shown to reduce recidivism and improve
outcomes. The Justice and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing millions in annualized
cost savings.
I appreciate your interest in this topic, and I hope I have addressed some, if not all, of your concerns.

Marcus J. Molinaro
Dutchess County Executive
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845-486-2000 phone
845-486-2021 fax
Email : countyexec@dutchessny.gov
www.dutchessny.gov

Original Message
From: Sara Blackwell <sarasblackwell@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, July 5, 2020 5:41 PM
To: countyexec <countyexec@dutchessny.gov>; County Legislators <CountyLegislators@dutchessny.gov>;
Morris, Carolyn <cmorris@dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Stop the $200 Million Jail Project in Dutchess County!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.
Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:
I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for
anew jail.
THIS IS NOT WHERE WE SHOULD BE SPENDING MONEY!

The jail would be the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more than all
other county capital spending combined, with bond repayment extending into the 2040s.
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Post-Covid, the county's financial situation is dire—the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless
direct federal aid arrives, the county will need to borrow later this year to cover basic operations. Layoffs and
cuts to essential services seem inevitable.
This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities .
For example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism
and mental health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these services,
as well as on much-needed youth programs.

Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York's bail and discovery reform laws have
dramatically reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago, over
400). More people charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction
and mental-health diagnoses.
THIS IS A GOOD THING!

Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into homeless shelters and expand alternatives
to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and reimagine public safety.

For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July:
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of
part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.
Respectfully submitted,
Sara Blackwell
Beacon, NY
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Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Yali Lewis < yali.iewis@ gmail.com >
Sunday, July 5, 2020 5:49 PM
countyexec; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
Stop the $200 Million Jail Now!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:

I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for
a new jail. The jail would be the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more
than all other county capital spending combined, with bond repayment extending into the 2040s. Post-Covid,
the county's financial situation is dire—the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid
arrives, the county will need to borrow later this year to cover basic operations. Layoffs and cuts to essential
services seem inevitable.
This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities.
For example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism
and mental health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these services,
as well as on much-needed youth programs.
Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York's bail and discovery reform laws have
dramatically reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago, over
400). More people charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction
and mental-health diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into homeless
shelters and expand alternatives to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and reimagine public
safety.
For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July:
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of
part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.

Respectfully submitted,
Ayala Lewis
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Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Sofia Rao < sofiarao @ gmail.com >
Sunday, July 5, 2020 5:55 PM
County Legislators
Morris, Carolyn
Public Comment

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.
To whom it may concern,

I am writing as an Education and International Studies student of Vassar College and young woman of color.
Having lived in the area for multiple years now, I am incredibly disappointed to hear about Dutchess County’s
plan to build a new jail. I am privileged enough to have received an education in the county that has taught me
much about prisons and justice and inspired me to want to pursue public defense law which motivates me to
urge you against this action.

—

As it is the most expensive capital project the county has ever undertaken, I urge you to consider using the
money for other causes. With my background in Education, I truly believe that funding for schools is needed
now more than ever to ensure communities feel supported and are given the means to uplift themselves with
more counselors available to students and more resources for each classroom. Within Vassar, we have very few
students from Dutchess county itself. It is sad that us students from outside the county get to reap the benefits of
a prestigious Vassar education while the surrounding public schools within walking distance suffer from lack of
public funding.
.

Amidst national and global discussions of how the U.S . can do better to uplift its Black and brown
communities, a new prison (that will cost almost $200 million despite free-falling county revenue) is the last
thing our county needs . I ask that, instead, the county uses this money to invest in things used and valued by
these communities like education. Moreover, a new prison is simply not needed as there is no demand for
one based on the current supply of inmates in this county. The project is a waste of the county’s money, when
these funds would be much more valued in fixing our public infrastructure and bettering education.

Thank you,
Sofia Rao

l

Hussing, Laura
county exec

From:
Sent:
To:

Tuesday, July 7, 2020 11:02 AM
Arielle Sachar; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
RE: No 200 Million Jail!

Subject:

Dear Arielle,

Thank you for your email. Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains
our priority. The County has heavily invested in access to mental health services with the building of the
Stabilization Center, a 24/7 walk-in facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive
crisis counseling, mental health assessments, and peer advocacy. In addition to the Stabilization Center, the
Department of Behavioral and Community Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including our call or text
service HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis Intervention Team, which can go directly into tire community to aid
individuals in crisis.
The County partners with local school districts to incorporate Second Step, a social-emotional learning program
that focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem-solving, and substance-abuse
prevention all of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have
also dedicated resources to family stability by increasing family-based foster care placements, offering parent
coaching, and providing home-visiting to high-risk families. A strong, stable, and reliable family structure
supports positive social-emotional development and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration.
Additionally, we remain committed to our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical components,
needed resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability, security, and success. In
2019 the County began implementing the first set of initiatives, including a Foster Care Mentoring program and
expanding youth employment programs beyond the summer. We have also supported the youth services
through our Agency Partner Grant. Over the past eight years, over $7 million has been allocated to critical
programs and services in our community through this program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth
programs - anti-bullying, workforce development, literacy, and more.
These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to support young
people and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system. However, Section 217 of the New York State
County Law still mandates that a county maintain a jail. Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and
those who provide services to this population deserve a modem facility designed for the purpose of
rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency. The new Justice and Transition Center will provide:
greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as
•
providing cost savings;
•
the opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in a light-filled and safe environment that is
more conducive to positive behavioral change; and
the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential
•
to decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses (ex.
transitional housing).

-

These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resulting in annual operational savings of nearly
$4.1 million. Cost-savings primarily come in the form of the reductions to required staff and increases in the
inmate to correctional officer ratio resulting from efficient design elements on the planned facility . The capital
costs are an investment in future annualized operational savings allowing us to save money and focus spending
in other areas. Additionally, ending the Justice and Transition Center project would require significant
investment in the current jail facility, specifically the 1995 and 1984 sections. Further, with $60 million already
bonded for the project, over $3 million in debt service will still need to be paid annually.
l

Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020. The legislation significantly
impacted the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County Jail. Additionally,
before the implementation of the 2019 criminal justice reform, Dutchess County had reduced our jail population
by 30 percent over a five year period through initiatives designed to divert lower risk and/or mentally ill
defendants from jail, including building our Stabilization Center; providing Crisis Intervention Training (CIT)
to law enforcement; and utilizing a sophisticated array of evidenced-based pretrial diversion practices as
alternatives to incarceration (ATIs). This work has become the model for many of the counties of which you
write about. Given these factors, the design of the new Justice and Transition Center was reduced by over 200
beds.
We recognize the changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only a legal
obligation, but a moral one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing
incarcerated individuals and providing rehabilitative programming shown to reduce recidivism and improve
outcomes. The Justice and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing millions in annualized
cost savings.
I appreciate your interest in this topic, and I hope I have addressed some, if not all, of your concerns.

Marcus J. Molinaro
Dutchess County Executive
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845-4S6-2000 phone
845-486-2021 fax
Email: countyexec@dutchessny.gov

www.dutchessny.gov

Original Message
From: Arielle Sachar <arsachar@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, July 5, 2020 6:06 PM
To: countyexec <countyexec@dutchessny.gov>; County Legislators <CountyLegislators@dutchessny.gov>;
Morris, Carolyn <cmorris@dutchessny.gov>
Subject: No 200 Million Jail!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.
Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:

I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for
a new jail. The jail would be the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more
than all other county capital spending combined, with bond repayment extending into the 2040s. Post-Covid,
the county's financial situation is dire—the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid
arrives, the county will need to borrow later this year to cover basic operations . Layoffs and cuts to essential
services seem inevitable.
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This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities.
For example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism
and mental health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these services,
as well as on much-needed youth programs.

Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York's bail and discovery reform laws have
dramatically reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago, over
400). More people charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction
and mental-health diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into homeless
shelters and expand alternatives to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and reimagine public
safety.
For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July:
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of
part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.

Respectfully submitted,
Arielle Sachar

Sent from my iPhone
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Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

countyexec

Tuesday, July 7, 2020 11:01 AM
Meghan Goria; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
RE: Absolutely not.

Dear Meghan,

Thank you for your email. Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains
our priority. The County has heavily invested in access to mental health services with the building of the
Stabilization Center, a 24/7 walk-in facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive
crisis counseling, mental health assessments, and peer advocacy. In addition to the Stabilization Center, the
Department of Behavioral and Community Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including our call or text
service HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis Intervention Team, which can go directly into the community to aid
individuals in crisis.
The County partners with local school districts to incorporate Second Step, a social-emotional learning program
that focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem-solving, and substance-abuse
prevention - all of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have
also dedicated resources to family stability by increasing family -based foster care placements, offering parent
coaching, and providing home-visiting to high risk families. A strong, stable, and reliable family structure
supports positive social-emotional development and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration.
Additionally, we remain committed to our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical components,
needed resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability, security, and success. In
2019 the County began implementing the first set of initiatives, including a Foster Care Mentoring program and
expanding youth employment programs beyond the summer. We have also supported the youth services
through our Agency Partner Grant. Over the past eight years, over $7 million has been allocated to critical
programs and services in our community through this program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth
programs - anti-bullying, workforce development, literacy, and more.
These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to support young
people and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system. However, Section 217 of the New York State
County Law still mandates that a county maintain a jail. Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and
those who provide services to this population deserve a modem facility designed for the purpose of
rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency. The new Justice and Transition Center will provide:
greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as
•
providing cost savings;
•
the opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in a light-filled and safe environment that is
more conducive to positive behavioral change; and
the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential
•
to decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses (ex.
transitional housing).

-

,

These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resulting in annual operational savings of nearly
$4.1 million. Cost-savings primarily come in the form of the reductions to required staff and increases in the
inmate to correctional officer ratio resulting from efficient design elements on the planned facility . The capital
costs are an investment in future annualized operational savings allowing us to save money and focus spending
in other areas. Additionally, ending the Justice and Transition Center project would require significant
investment in the current jail facility, specifically the 1995 and 1984 sections. Further, with $60 million already
bonded for the project, over $3 million in debt service will still need to be paid annually.
l

Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020. The legislation significantly
impacted the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County Jail. Additionally,
before the implementation of the 2019 criminal justice reform, Dutchess County had reduced our jail population
by 30 percent over a five year period through initiatives designed to divert lower risk and/or mentally ill
defendants from jail, including building our Stabilization Center; providing Crisis Intervention Training (CIT)
to law enforcement; and utilizing a sophisticated array of evidenced-based pretrial diversion practices as
alternatives to incarceration (ATIs). This work has become the model for many of the counties of which you
write about. Given these factors, the design of the new Justice and Transition Center was reduced by over 200
beds.
We recognize the changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only a legal
obligation, but a moral one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing
incarcerated individuals and providing rehabilitative programming shown to reduce recidivism and improve
outcomes. The Justice and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing millions in annualized
cost savings.
I appreciate your interest in this topic, and I hope I have addressed some, if not all, of your concerns.

Marcus J. Molinaro
Dutchess County Executive
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845-486-2000 phone
845-486-2021 fax

Email: countyexec@dutchessny.gov

www.dutchessny.gov

Original Message
From: Meghan Goria <megoceleste@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, July 5, 2020 7:33 PM
To: countyexec <countyexec@dutchessny.gov>; County Legislators <CountyLegislators@dutchessny.gov>;
Morris, Carolyn <cmorris@dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Absolutely not.

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.
Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:

I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for
a new jail. The jail would be the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more
than all other county capital spending combined, with bond repayment extending into the 2040s. Post-Covid,
the county's financial situation is dire— the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid
arrives, the county will need to borrow later this year to cover basic operations. Layoffs and cuts to essential
services seem inevitable.
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This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities.
For example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism
and mental health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these sendees,
as well as on much-needed youth programs.

Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York's bail and discovery reform laws have
dramatically reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago, over
400). More people charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction
and mental-health diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into homeless
shelters and expand alternatives to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and reimagine public
safety.
For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July:
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of
part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.

Respectfully submitted,
Meghan Goria
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Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:

countyexec

Subject:

Tuesday, July 7, 2020 11:00 AM
Emma C. Thomas; Morris, Carolyn; County Legislators
RE; Call to end new jail project

Dear Emma,

Thank you for your email. Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains our
priority. The County has heavily invested in access to mental health services with the building of the Stabilization Center,
a 24/7 walk-in facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive crisis counseling, mental health
assessments, and peer advocacy. In addition to the Stabilization Center, the Department of Behavioral and Community
Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including our call or text service HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis Intervention
Team, which can go directiy into the community to aid individuals in crisis.
The County partners with local school districts to incorporate Second Step, a social-emotional learning program that
focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem-solving, and substance-abuse prevention all of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have also dedicated resources
to family stability by increasing family- based foster care placements, offering parent coaching, and providing homevisiting to high-risk families. A strong, stable, and reliable family structure supports positive social-emotional
development and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration.
Additionally, we remain committed to our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical components, needed
resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability, security, and success. In 2019 the County
began implementing the first set of initiatives, including a Foster Care Mentoring program and expanding youth
employment programs beyond the summer. We have also supported the youth services through our Agency Partner
Grant. Over the past eight years, over $7 million has been allocated to critical programs and services in our community
through this program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth programs - anti-bullying, workforce development,
literacy, and more.
These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to support young people
and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system. However, Section 217 of the New York State County Law still
mandates that a county maintain a jail. Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and those who provide
services to this population deserve a modern facility designed for the purpose of rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency.
The new Justice and Transition Center will provide:
• greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as providing cost

•
•

savings;
the opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in a light -filled and safe environment that is more
conducive to positive behavioral change; and
the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential to
decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses ( ex.
transitional housing).

These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resulting in annual operational savings of nearly $4.1
million. Cost -savings primarily come in the form of the reductions to required staff and increases in the inmate to
correctional officer ratio resulting from efficient design elements on the planned facility. The capital costs are an
investment in future annualized operational savings allowing us to save money and focus spending in other areas.
Additionally, ending the Justice and Transition Center project would require significant investment in the current jail
facility, specifically the 1995 and 1984 sections. Further, with $60 million already bonded for the project, over $ 3 million
in debt service will still need to be paid annually.
Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020. The legislation significantly impacted
the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County Jail. Additionally, before the
1

implementation of the 2019 criminal justice reform, Dutchess County had reduced our jail population by 30 percent over
a five year period through initiatives designed to divert lower risk and/or mentally ill defendants from jail, including
building our Stabilization Center; providing Crisis Intervention Training ( CIT) to law enforcement; and utilizing a
sophisticated array of evidenced-based pretrial diversion practices as alternatives to incarceration ( ATIs). This work has
become the model for many of the counties of which you write about. Given these factors, the design of the new Justice
and Transition Center was reduced by over 200 beds.
We recognize the changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only a legal
obligation, but a moral one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing incarcerated
individuals and providing rehabilitative programming shown to reduce recidivism and improve outcomes. The Justice
and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing millions in annualized cost savings.
I appreciate your interest in this topic, and I hope I have addressed some, if not all, of your concerns.

Marcus J . Molinaro
Dutchess County Executive
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845-486- 2000 phone
845-486-2021 fax

Email:

countyexec @ dutchessny.gov

www.dutchessnv.gov
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From: Emma C. Thomas <emma.thomas523 @ gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, July 5, 2020 7:49 PM
To: Morris, Carolyn <cmorris @ dutchessny.gov>; countyexec <countyexec @ dutchessny.gov>; County Legislators
<CountyLegislators @ dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Call to end new jail project
ATTENTION : This email came from on external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders dr

Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:

I am writing to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for a new jail. The jail would be the most expensive
capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more than all other county capital spending combined,
with bond repayment extending into the 2040s. Post-Covid, the county' s financial situation is dire — the fund
balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid arrives, the county will need to borrow later
this year to cover basic operations. Layoffs and cuts to essential services seem inevitable.

This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities.
For example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism
and mental health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these
services, as well as on much-needed youth programs.

Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York ' s bail and discovery reform laws have
2

dramatically reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago, over
400). More people charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based treatment for
addiction and mental-health diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into
homeless shelters and expand alternatives to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and
reimagine public safety.

for these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July:
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation
of part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.

Respectfully submitted,
Emma Thomas
Poughkeepsie, NY

Sent from my iPhone

3

Mussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Anna Siftar < annasiftar@ gmail.com >
Sunday, July 5, 2020 8:00 PM
Morris, Carolyn; County Legislators
Calling on you as a resident of Dutchess County

ATTENTION : This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or

To the Legislators- of Dutchess County,

I' m a resident of Tivoli, NY, a voter in your county, and a very concerned member of your community. I'm writing to you
to voice my objection to the plans to build a new jail in our county.
A few months ago I probably wouldn't have had the understanding, the words, or the awareness to object to this
project, but in the wake of George Floyd 's death and the uprising on behalf of racial justice that has swept our nation, I
have begun to better educate myself about the role prisons play in our society

.

It’s possible that you have been thinking about prisons as a necessary, permanent, and helpful part of our modern
nation. I have to admit, that while my view was not so totally rosy, a few months ago I would have thought what we
needed was reform. And I do still think we need reform--but of a radically different style. A complete reimagining of
what justice and community means.

This starts with bringing an end to building new prisons.
We need to stop pouring money mto the carceral system. The " justice" system is fueled by and shaped by racist
motivations cloaked irt ideas of keeping communities safe But as Michelle Alexander, author of The New Jim Crow ( a
book that is moving me daily as I make my way through it 1 cannot recommend it enough to each and every one of you)
has said:

.
—

"We all know that the safest communities are not the ones that have the most police, the most prisons, or the highest
percentage of people on electronic monitors under constant surveillance and control. No, what creates safety in our
communities are good schools, plentiful jobs, quality health care, and a thriving social fabric."
On a national but also a local level, we are channeling money towards prisons and policing that would do us all SO much
more good were it redirected to education, housing, food justice, addiction treatment, and health care ( especially

mental health care).
We don 't need another prison. We need wide-sweeping change.

I call on you to halt the construction of this prison. Dutchess does not need two decades of debt, does not need more
cells to fill, does not need to enable the perpetuation of violence against Black individuals.
I am going to relate to you a number of questions raised by others, to which 1 would also like answers.

Why is homelessness increasing in Dutchess County? How are you going to decrease homelessness? (There was an 18%
increase from 2018 to 2019.)
Why has the county budget for health & mental health resources decreased over the past several years ?

l

Why has the county budget for youth programs decreased over the past several years?
How are you going to decrease addiction overdose related deaths in Dutchess County? (There have been 379 reported
over the last 5 years.) I personalty lost a friend this year in addiction-related circumstances, and she was the latest
among MANY in her friend group in the area. I need Dutchess to address this, for all those who are still alive to help.
People dealing with addiction should not be jailed, they should be assisted in their recovery.

Please channel your fundingto where it is needed. Not to prisons. To people.
Please keep me informed of how we can, together, bring about a better future for our community.
Thank you,
Anna Siftar
5 North Road,
Tivoli NY 12583
610.297.5744
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Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

countyexec

Monday, July 6, 2020 4:51 PM
Romina Robinson; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
RE: Stop the $ 200 Million Jail Now!

Dear Romina,

Thank you for your email. Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains our
priority. The County has heavily invested in access to mental health services with the building of the Stabilization Center,
a 24/7 walk-in facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive crisis counseling, mental health
assessments, and peer advocacy. In addition to the Stabilization Center, the Department of Behayiorai and Community
Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including our call or text service HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis Intervention
Team, which can go directly into the community to aid individuals in crisis.
The County partners with local school districts to incorporate Second Step, a social-emotional learning program that
focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem-solving, and substance-abuse prevention all of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have also dedicated resources
to family stability by increasing family-based foster care placements, offering parent coaching, and providing homevisiting to high-risk families. A strong, stable, and reliable family structure supports positive social-emotional
development and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration.
Additionally, we remain committed to our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical components, needed
resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability, security, and success. In 2019 the County
began implementing the first set of initiatives, including a Foster Care Mentoring program and expanding youth
employment programs beyond the summer. We have also- supported the youth services through our Agency Partner
Grant. Over the past eight years, over $7 million has been allocated to critical programs and services in our community
through this program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth programs - anti-bullying, workforce development,
literacy, and more.
These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to support young people
and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system. However, Section 217 of the New York State County Law still
mandates that a county maintain a jail. Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and those who provide
services to this population deserve a modern facility designed for the purpose of rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency.
The new Justice and Transition Center will provide:
greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as providing cost
•
savings;
the opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in a light-filled and safe environment that is more
•
conducive to positive behavioral change; and
the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential to
•
decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses ( ex. transitional
housing).
These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resulting in annual operational savings of nearly $4.1
million. Cost-savings primarily come in the form of the reductions to required staff and increases in the inmate to
correctional officer ratio resulting from efficient design elements on the planned facility. The capital costs are an
investment in future annualized operational savings allowing us to save money and focus spending in other areas.
Additionally, ending the Justice and Transition Center project would require significant investment in the current jail
facility, specifically the 1995 and 1984 sections. Further, with $60 million already bonded for the project, over $ 3 million
in debt service will still need to be paid annually.
Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020. The legislation significantly impacted
the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County Jail. Additionally, before the
1

implementation of the 2019 criminal justice reform, Dutchess County had reduced our jail population by 30 percent over
a five year period through initiatives designed to divert lower risk and/ or mentally ill defendants from jail, including
building our Stabilization Center; providing Crisis Intervention Training ( CIT) to law enforcement; and utilizing a
sophisticated array of evidenced-based pretrial diversion practices as alternatives to incarceration ( ATls). This work has
become the model for many of the counties of which you write about Given these factors, the design of the new Justice
and Transition Center was reduced by over 200 beds.
We recognize the changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only a legal
obligation, but a moral one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing incarcerated
individuals and providing rehabilitative programming shown to reduce recidivism and improve outcomes. The Justice
and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing millions in annualized cost savings.
I appreciate your interest in this topic, and I hope I have addressed some, if not all, of your concerns.

Marcus J. Molinaro
Dutchess County Executive
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845-486-2000 phone
845-486- 2021 fax
Email: countvexec (S) dutchessny.gov

:

www.dutchessny.gov
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From: Romina Robinson <romicone (5> gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, July 5, 2020 8:21 PM
To: countyexec <countyexec @ dutchessny.gov>; County Legislators <CountyLegislators @ dutchessny.gov>; Morris,
Carolyn <cmorris@dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Stop the $ 200 Million Jail Now !
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ATTENTION: This email come froni an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or

unexpected emails.
^
Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro: I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in
Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for a new jail. The jail would be the most expensive capital
project the County has ever undertaken, costing more than all other county capital spending combined, with bond
repayment extending into the 2040s. Post-Covid, the county's financial situation is dire the fund balance is being
quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid arrives, the county will need to borrow later this year to cover basic
operations. Layoffs and cuts to essential services seem inevitable. This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in
a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities. For example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply
amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism and mental health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget
has reduced in spending on these services, as well as on much-needed youth programs. Moreover, the need for a new
jail is no longer there. New York' s bail and discovery reform laws have dramatically reduced pretrial incarceration and
thus the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago, over 400). More people charged with misdemeanors are being
diverted to community-based treatment for addiction and mental-health diagnoses. Other New York counties are
making plans to convert jail cells into homeless shelters and expand alternatives to incarceration. Dutchess County
should join their ranks and reimagine public safety. For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus
has submitted for consideration in July: * rescind the remaining portion of the legislature ' s 2017 bond appropriation for
jail construction * recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including
renovation of part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities. Respectfully submitted,
'

'

-

'

'

.

.

—

Romina Robinson
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Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Alex Berke < alexberke@ gmaii.com >
Sunday, July 5, 2020 8:40 PM
County Legislators
Morris, Carolyn
Public Comment
>.

)
open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not
unexpected emails.

My name is Alex Berke, I am a resident of Beacon, and I support the bills to rescind the jail bond and form a commission
to research alternatives to this ridiculously expensive plan. Our County has so many needs which badly need adequate
funding: higher education, medical care, mental health services, substance abuse treatment, public transportation, and

food & shelter insecurity to name only a few. As we all know, those needs have only grown with the Covid pandemic.
The fact that this body would even consider going forward with this project at this time is shocking to me ~ $132 million
put on the shoulders of Dutchess County taxpayers with $ 5 to $10 million in yearly debt service would be a mistake we
would regret for decades to come.
Now is the time to think big, and try to build a better society out of the current crisis. I used to work in the Oregon state
government ( although I am a New Yorker), and know from my experience there with their state mental hospital that if
you build it, they will come. We do NOT need more people in jail. There are other ways to enhance our community.

Thank you,
Alex Berke
60 E. Willow St.
Beacon, NY 12508

l
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Hussing, Laura
Morris, Carolyn on behalf of CountyLegislature
Monday, July 6, 2020 12:45 PM
Wager, Leigh
Hussing, Laura
FW: 200 million dollars

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

upload

Carolyn Morris
Clerk
Dutchess County Legislature
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, New York 12601
Tel: (845) 486-2100 • Fax: (845) 486-2113

OFFICIAL AMERICAN FLAG DISPOSAL SITE

Original Message
From: Padma Garvey <pgarveymd@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, July 5, 2020 8:31 PM
To: -CountyLegislature <CountyLegislature@dutchessny.gov>
Subject: 200 million dollars

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.
Dear Mr. Pulver,
I urge you and the legislature to vote your conscience and vote against building another prison in Dutchess
County. This money is better spent on the City of Poughkeepsie Schools, after school programs, mental health
centers, drug rehabilitation programs, and rental assistance programs. If you are truly interested in making
Dutchess County safer, then you need to support education. Building another prison only means you expect to
fill it. In this era of confronting systemic racism head on, using this money to build a prison just reinforces the
cycle of poverty and crime that keeps our prison-industrial complex thriving. Put this money to use helping
improve the schools. I guarantee that you will see more of a reduction in crime throughout Dutchess County if
you support education and communities .
.

l

Sincerely,
Padma Garvey, MD
50 Sylvan Lake Road
Hopewell Junction, NY 12533
914-489-2026
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Hussing, Laura
from:
Sent:

To:
Subject:

countyexec

Tuesday, July 7, 2020 10:59 AM
kathrynmillerbock @ gmail.com; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
RE: Do NOT fund the $200 Million Jail!

Dear Kate,
Thank you for your email. Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains
our priority. The County has heavily invested in access to mental health services with the building of the
Stabilization Center, a 24/7 walk-in facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive
crisis counseling, mental health assessments, and peer advocacy. In addition to the Stabilization Center, the
Department of Behavioral and Community Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including our call or text
service HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis Intervention Team, which can go directly into the community to aid
individuals in crisis .
The County partners with local school districts to incorporate Second Step, a social-emotional learning program
that focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem-solving, and substance-abuse
prevention - all of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have
also dedicated resources to family stability by increasing family based foster care placements, offering parent
coaching, and providing home-visiting to high-risk families. A strong, stable, and reliable family structure
supports positive social-emotional development and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration.
Additionally, we- remain committed to our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical components,
needed resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability, security, and success. In
2019 the County began implementing the first set of initiatives, including a Foster Care Mentoring program and
expanding youth employment programs beyond the summer. We have also supported the youth services
through our Agency Partner Grant. Over the past eight years, over $7 million has been allocated to critical
programs and services in our community through this program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth
programs - anti-bullying, workforce development, literacy, and more.
These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to support young
people and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system. However, Section 217 of the New York State
County Law still mandates that a county maintain a jail. Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and
those who provide services to this population deserve a modem facility designed for the purpose of
rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency. The new Justice and Transition Center will provide:
greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as
•
providing cost savings;
•
the opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in a light-filled and safe environment that is
more conducive to positive behavioral change; and
•
the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential
to decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses (ex.
transitional housing).

-

These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resulting in annual operational savings of nearly
$4.1 million. Cost-savings primarily come in the form of the reductions to required staff and increases in the
inmate to correctional officer ratio resulting from efficient design elements on the planned facility. The capital
costs are an investment in future annualized operational savings allowing us to save money and focus spending
in other areas. Additionally, ending the Justice and Transition Center project would require significant
investment in the current jail facility, specifically the 1995 and 1984 sections. Further, with $60 million already
bonded for the project, over $3 million in debt service will still need to be paid annually.
.

l

Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020. The legislation significantly
impacted the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County Jail. Additionally,
before the implementation of the 2019 criminal justice reform, Dutchess County had reduced our jail population
by 30 percent over a five year period through initiatives designed to divert lower risk and/or mentally ill
defendants from jail, including building our Stabilization Center; providing Crisis Intervention Training (CIT)
to law enforcement; and utilizing a sophisticated array of evidenced-based pretrial diversion practices as
alternatives to incarceration (ATIs). This work has become the model for many of the counties of which you
write about. Given these factors, the design of the new Justice and Transition Center was reduced by over 200
beds.
We recognize the changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only a legal
obligation, but a moral one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing
incarcerated individuals and providing rehabilitative programming shown to reduce recidivism and improve
outcomes . The Justice and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing millions in annualized
cost savings .
I appreciate your interest in this topic, and I hope I have addressed some, if not all, of your concerns.

Marcus J. Molinaro
Dutchess County Executive
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845-486-2000 phone
845-486-2021 fax
Email: countyexec@dutchessny.gov

www.dutchessny.gov

Original Message
From: kathrynmillerbock@gmail.com <kathrynmillerbock@gmaikcom>
Sent: Sunday, July 5, 2020 8:58 PM
To: countyexec <countyexec@dutchessny.gov>; County Legislators <CountyLegislators@dutchessny.gov>;
Morris, Carolyn <cmorris@dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Do NOT fund the $200 Million Jail!

ATTENTION : This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.
Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:

I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for
a new jail. The jail would be the most expensive capital project the County has ever -undertaken, costing more
than all other county capital spending combined, with bond repayment extending into the 2040s . Post-Covid,
the county's financial situation is dire the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid
arrives, the county will need to borrow later this year to cover basic operations. Layoffs and cuts to essential
services seem inevitable.

—
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This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities.
For example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism
and mental health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these services,
as well as on much-needed youth programs.

Moreover, the need for anew jail is no -longer there. New York's bail and discovery reform laws have
dramatically reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago, over
400). More people charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction
and mental-health diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into homeless
shelters and expand alternatives to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and reimagine public
safety.

For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July:
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of
part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.
Respectfully submitted,
Kate Bock

3

Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:

countyexec

Subject:

Tuesday, July 7, 2020 10:59 AM
M Trecka; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
RE: Please drop the plans for a new jaill

Dear Mark,

Thank you for your email. Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains our
priority. The County has heavily invested in access to mental health services with the building of the Stabilization Center,
a 24/7 walk-in facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive crisis counseling, mental health
assessments, and peer advocacy. In addition to the Stabilization Center, the Department of Behavioral and Community
Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including our call or text service HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis intervention
Team, which can go directly into the community to aid individuals in crisis.
The County partners with local school districts to incorporate Second Step, a social-emotional learning program that
focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem-solving, and substance-abuse prevention all of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have also dedicated resources
to family stability by increasing family-based foster care placements, offering parent coaching, and providing homevisiting to high-risk families. A strong, stable, and reliable family structure supports positive social-emotional
development and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration.
Additionally, we remain committed to our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical components, needed
resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability, security, and success. In 2019 the County
began implementing the first set of initiatives, including a Foster Care Mentoring program arrd expanding youth
employment programs beyond the summer . We have also supported the youth services through our Agency Partner
Grant. Over the past eight years, over $7 million has been allocated to-critical programs and services in our community
through this program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth programs - anti-bullying, workforce development,
literacy, and more.
These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to support young people
and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system. However, Section 217 of the New York State County Law still
mandates that a- county maintain a jail. Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and those who provide
services to this population deserve a modern facility designed for the purpose of rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency.
The new Justice and Transition Center will provide:
• greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as providing cost
savings;

•
•

the opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in a light-filled and safe environment that is more
conducive to positive behavioral change; and
the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential to
decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses (ex.
transitional housing).

These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resulting in annual operational savings of nearly $4.1
million. Cost-savings primarily come in the form of the reductions to required staff and increases in the inmate to
correctional officer ratio resulting from efficient design elements on the planned facility. The capital costs are an
investment in future annualized operational savings allowing us to save money and focus spending in other areas.
Additionally, ending the Justice and Transition Center project would require significant investment in the current jail
facility, specifically the 1995 and 1984 sections. Further, with $ 60 million already bonded for the project, over $ 3 million
in debt service will still need to be paid annually.
Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020. The legislation significantly impacted
the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County Jail. Additionally, before the
1

implementation of the 2019 criminal justice reform, Dutchess County had reduced our jail population by 30 percent over
a five year period through initiatives designed to divert lower risk and/or mentally ill defendants from jail, including
building our Stabilization Center; providing Crisis Intervention Training (CIT) to law enforcement; and utilizing a
sophisticated array of evidenced-based pretriai diversion practices as alternatives to incarceration ( ATIs). This work has
become the model for many of the counties of which you write about -Given these factors, the design of the new Justice
and Transition Center was reduced by over 200 beds.
We recognize the changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only a legal
obligation, but a moral one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing incarcerated
individuals and providing rehabilitative programming shown to reduce recidivism and improve outcomes The Justice
and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing millions in annualized cost savings.
I appreciate your interest in this topic, and I hope I have addressed some, if not all, of your concerns.

.

.

Marcus J. Molinaro
Dutchess County Executive
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845-486-2000 phone
845-486-2021 fax
Email: countyexec(adutchessnv gov

.

www.dutchessnv.gov

From: M Trecka <mtrecka @ gmaii.com>
Sent: Sunday, July 5, 2020 9:49 PM
To: countyexec <countyexec @> dutchessny.gov>; County Legislators <CountyLegislators @ dutchessny.gov>; Morris,
Carolyn <cmorris@ dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Please drop the plans for a new jail !
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unexpected emails.

Dear County Legislators and Executive Molinaro:

There has never been a better time to rethink jail expansion. The world does not need more jails. And our
county does not need another jail.
I am a Dutchess County taxpayer and I am writing today to voice my support for the resolutions the Democratic
caucus has submitted for consideration in July and to call for the legislature to drop its plans fora new jail,
to rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction and
to recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation
of part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.
An historically expensive project for Dutchess, costing more than all other county capital spending combined
with bond repayment extending into the 2040 s.

COVID-19 is taking its toll on us all financially. We can't afford a new jail. But what's more, we need to be
rethinking the process of jailing people altogether. I received a letter today from an incarcerated person who
has been locked in solitary confinement for refusing to cohabitate with 5 inmates who had tested positive for
COVID.
2

This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities.
Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into homeless shelters and expand alternatives
to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and reimagine public safety.
Sincerely , and with sincere concern,
Mark Trecka
Beacon, NY

3

Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Linda Puiatti (via gmail) < linda.puiatti@ gmaii.com >
Sunday, July 5, 2020 10:35 PM
County Legislators
Morris, Carolyn
Public Comment

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments vr click on links
from unknown senders or

No more jails ! ! ! !

1

Hussing, Laura
From:

countyexec

Sent:
To:

Monday, July 6, 2020 4:50 PM
Jean Carlos Pena; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
RE: Stop the $200 Million Jail Now!

Subject:

Dear Jean,

Thank you for your email. Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains our
priority. The County has heavily invested in access to mental health services with the building of the Stabilization Center,
a 24/7 walk-in facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive crisis counseling, mental health
assessments, and peer advocacy. In addition to the Stabilization Center, the Department of Behavioral and Community
Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including our call or text service HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis Intervention
Team, which can go directly into the community to aid individuals in crisis.
The County partners with local school districts to incorporate Second Step, a social-emotional learning program that
focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem-solving, and substance-abuse prevention all of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have also dedicated resources
to family stability by increasing family-based foster care placements, offering parent coaching, and providing homevisiting to high-risk families. A strong, stable, and reliable family structure supports positive social-emotional
development and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration.
Additionally, we remain committed to our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical components, needed
resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability, security, and success. In 2019 the County
began implementing the first set of initiatives, including a Foster Care Mentoring program and expanding youth
employment programs beyond the summer . We have also supported the youth services through our Agency Partner
Grant. Over the past eight years, over $7 million has been allocated to critical programs and services in our community
through this program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth programs - anti-bullying, workforce development,
literacy, and more.
These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to support young people
and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system. However, Section 217 of the New York State County Law still
mandates that a county maintain a jail. Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and those who provide
services to this population deserve a modern facility designed for the purpose of rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency.
The new Justice and Transition Center will provide:
greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as providing cost
•
savings;
the opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in a light-filled and safe environment that is more
•
conducive to positive behavioral change; and
the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential to
•
decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses (ex. transitional
housing).
These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resulting in annual operational savings of nearly $4.1
million. Cost-savings primarily come in the form of the reductions to required staff and increases in the inmate to
correctional officer ratio resulting from efficient design elements on the planned facility. The capital costs are an
investment in future annualized operational savings allowing us to save money and focus spending in other areas.
Additionally, ending the Justice and Transition Center project would require significant investment in the current jail
facility, specifically the 1995 and 1984 sections. Further, with $60 million already bonded for the project, over $3 million
in debt service will still need to be paid annually.
Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020. The legislation significantly impacted
the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County Jail. Additionally, before the
1

implementation of the 2019 criminal justice reform, Dutchess County had reduced our jail population by 30 percent over
a five year period through initiatives designed to divert lower risk and/or mentally ill defendants from jail, including
building our Stabilization Center; providing Crisis intervention Training (CIT) to law enforcement; and utilizing a
sophisticated array of evidenced-based pretrial diversion practices as alternatives to incarceration (ATIs). This work has
become the model for many of the counties of which you write about. Given these factors, the design of the new Justice
and Transition Center was reduced by over 200 beds.
We recognize the changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only a legal
obligation, but a moral one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing incarcerated
individuals and providing rehabilitative programming shown to reduce recidivism and improve outcomes. The Justice
and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing millions in annualized cost savings,
i appreciate your interest in this topic, and I hope I have addressed some, if not all, of your concerns.

Marcus J. Molinaro
Dutchess County Executive
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845 -486-2000 phone
845 -486-2021 fax

Email: countvexec (5> dutchessny.gov
www.dutchessny.gov

•

•
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From: Jean Carlos Pena <penajc39 @ gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, July 5, 2020 10:36 PM
To^countyexec <countyexec @ dutchessny.gov>; County Legislators <CountyLegislators @ dutchessny.gov>; Morris,
Carolyn <cmorris @ dutchessny gov>
Subject: Stop the $200 Million Jail Now !

.

ATTENTION: This . emai : came from on external source. Do not open attachments or dick on links from unknown senders

unexpected emails.
Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro: I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in
Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for a new jail. The jail would be the most expensive capita!
project the County has ever undertaken, costing more than all other county capital spending combined, with bond
repayment extending into the 2040s. Post-Covid; the county's financial situation is dire — the fund balance is being
quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid arrives, the county will need to borrow later this year to cover basic
operations. Layoffs and cuts to essential services seem inevitable. This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in
a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities. For example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply
amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism and mental health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget
has reduced in spending on these services, as well as on much-needed youth programs. Moreover, the need for a new
jail is no longer there. New York 's bail and discovery reform laws have dramatically reduced pretrial incarceration and
thus the jail population ( arojund 130-now; two years ago, over 400) More people charged with misdemeanors are being
diverted to community-based treatment for addiction and mental-health diagnoses. Other New York counties are
making plans to convert jail cells into homeless-shelters and expand alternatives to incarceration. Dutchess County
should join their ranks and reimagine public safety. For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus
has submitted for consideration in July: * rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for
jail construction * recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including
renovation of part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities. Respectfully submitted,

.
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Concerned Voter,
Jean Carlos Pena

:
•
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Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Alexandra Winsby < alix.winsby@ gmail.com>
Sunday, July 5, 2020 10:40 PM
countyexec; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
Please stop the $ 200 Million Jail Now !

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:
I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for
a new jail. The jail would be the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more
than all other county capital spending combined, with bond repayment extending into the 2040s. Post-Covid,
the county's financial situation is dire—the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid
arrives, the county will need to borrow later this year to cover basic operations. Layoffs and cuts to essential
services seem inevitable.
This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities.
For example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism
and mental health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these services,
as well as on much-needed youth programs.

Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York's bail and discovery reform laws have
dramatically reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago, over
400). More people charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction
and mental-health diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into homeless
shelters and expand alternatives to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and reimagine public
safety.
For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July:
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of
part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.

Respectfully submitted,

Alix Winsby
Sent from my iPhone

l

Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Mark Whitworth < astro8753 @ icloud.cora >
Sunday, July 5, 2020 10:41 PM
County Legislators
Morris, Carolyn
Public Comment

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.
Invest in economic opportunity for minorities to achieve equality

- Email before July 9th at 4PM with the subject heading “Public Comment” and your comment (under 3
minutes) on why Dutchess County should not build a new jail. It will be read aloud during the Legislature
Board meeting. A personal comment is more likely to be read and have an impact than a template.

Points to address:
- What the county could use the $200 million for instead
- Why we do not even need this in DC (or have the money!)
- Why prisons do not keep us safe and do not address root causes
More info:
- It is the most expensive capital project the county has ever undertaken. In the next four years, the jail would
cost more than all other county capital spending combined, and bond repayment would extend into the 2040s.
- It would issue around $132 million in debt from 2020-2040, almost triple what would be issued to highways
and bridges ($45.7mil), and over 22 tunes rail-trails ($5.75mil) and public transport ($5.6 mil)each.
- Despite free-falling county revenue, the jail would cost almost $200 million. Paying back the construction
bond will cost county taxpayers almost $10 million per year for the foreseeable future.
- While there were over 400 people being housed in the jail two years ago, the population is currently down to
around 130. The ' downsized' new jail is being built to accommodate 328. We do not need more cells.

Sent from my iPhone

l

Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

countyexec

Monday, July 6, 2020 4:48 PM
agnes dempster; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
RE: Stop the $ 200 Million Jail Now!

Dear Agnes,
Thank you for your email. Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains
our priority. The County has heavily invested in access to mental health services with the building of the
Stabilization Center, a 24/7 walk-in facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive
crisis counseling, mental health assessments, and peer advocacy. In addition to the Stabilization Center, the
Department of Behavioral and Community Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including our call or text
service HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis Intervention Team, which can go directly into the community to aid
individuals in crisis .
The County partners with local school districts to incorporate Second Step, a social-emotional learning program
that focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem-solving, and substance-abuse
prevention - all of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have
also dedicated resources to family stability by increasing family-based foster care placements, offering parent
coaching, and providing home-visiting to high-risk families. A strong, stable, and reliable family structure
supports positive social-emotional development and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration.
Additionally, we remain committed to our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical components,
needed resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability, security, and success. In
2019 the County began implementing the first set of initiatives, including a Foster Care Mentoring program and
expanding youth employment programs beyond the summer. We have also supported the youth services
through our Agency Partner Grant. Over the past eight years, over $7 million has been allocated to critical
programs and services in our community through this program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth
programs - anti-bullying, workforce development, literacy, and more.
These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to support young
people and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system. However, Section 217 of the New York State
County Law still mandates that a county maintain a jail. Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and
those who provide services to this population deserve a modem facility designed for the purpose of
rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency . The new Justice and Transition Center will provide:
greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as
•
providing cost savings;
the opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in a light-filled and safe environment that is
•
more conducive to positive behavioral change; and
the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential
•
to decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses (ex .
transitional housing).

These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resulting in annual operational savings of nearly
$4.1 million. Cost-savings primarily come in the form of the reductions to required staff and increases infhe
inmate to correctional officer ratio resulting from efficient design elements on the planned facility. The capital
costs are an investment in future annualized operational savings allowing us to save money and focus spending
in other areas. Additionally, ending the Justice and Transition Center project would require significant
investment in the current jail facility, specifically the 1995 and 1984 sections. Further, with $60 million already
bonded for the project, over $3 million in debt service will still need to be paid annually.
l

Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020. The legislation significantly
impacted the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County Jail. Additionally,
before the implementation of the 2019 criminal justice reform, Dutchess County had reduced our jail population
by 30 percent over a five year period through initiatives designed to divert lower risk and/or mentally ill
defendants from jail, including building our Stabilization Center; providing Crisis Intervention Training (CIT)
to law enforcement; and utilizing a sophisticated array of evidenced-based pretrial diversion practices as
alternatives to incarceration (ATIs). This work has become the model for many of the counties of which you
write about. Given these factors, the design of the new Justice and Transition Center was reduced by over 200
beds.
We recognize the changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only a legal
obligation, but a moral one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing
incarcerated individuals and providing rehabilitative programming shown to reduce recidivism and improve
outcomes. The Justice and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing millions in annualized
cost savings.
I appreciate your interest in this topic, and I hope I have addressed some, if not all, of your concerns.
'

Marcus J. Molinaro
Dutchess County Executive
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845-486-2000 phone
845-486-2021 fax
Email: countyexec@dutchessny.gov

www.dutchessny.gov

Original Message
From: agnes dempster <nandempster@hotmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, July 5, 2020 10:52 PM
To: countyexec <countyexec@dutchessny.gov>; County Legislators <CountyLegislators@dutchessny.gov>;
Morris, Carolyn <cmorris@dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Stop the $200 Million Jail Now!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.
Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:

Please use our resources wisely.
I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for
a new jail. The jail would be the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more
than all other county capital spending combined, with bond repayment extending into the 2040s. Post-Covid,
the county's financial situation is dire the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid
arrives, the county will need to borrow later this year to cover basic operations. Layoffs and cuts to essential
services seem inevitable.

—
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This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities.
For example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism
and mental health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these services,
as well as on much-needed youth programs.

Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York’s bail and discovery reform laws have
dramatically reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago, over
400). More people charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction
and mental-health diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into homeless
shelters and expand alternatives to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and reimagine public
safety.
For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July:
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of
part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.

Respectfully submitted,
Agnes Dempster
54 Angela Ct
Beacon , NY 12508
Sent from my iPhone
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Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

countyexec

Monday, July 6, 2020 4:47 PM
Christopher Bock; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
RE: Stop the $ 200 Million Jail Now!

Dear Christopher,

Thank you for your email. Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains
our priority. The County has heavily invested in access to mental health services with the building of the
Stabilization Center, a 24/7 walk-in facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive
crisis counseling, mental health assessments, and peer advocacy. In addition to the Stabilization Center, the
Department of Behavioral and Community Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including our call or text
service HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis Intervention Team, which can go directly into the community to aid
individuals in crisis.
The County partners with local school districts to incorporate Second Step, a social-emotional learning program
that focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem-solving, and substance-abuse
prevention - all of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have
also dedicated resources to family stability by increasing family-based foster care placements, offering parent
coaching, and providing home-visiting to high-risk families. A strong, stable, and reliable family structure
supports positive social-emotional development and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration.
Additionally, we remain committed to our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the ciitical components,
needed resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability, security, and success. In
2019 the County began implementing the first set of initiatives, including a Foster Care Mentoring program and
expanding youth employment programs beyond the summer. We have also supported the youth services
through our Agency Partner Grant. Over the past eight years, over $7 million has been allocated to critical
programs and services in our community through this program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth
programs - anti-bullying, workforce development, literacy, and more.
These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to support young
people and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system. However, Section 217 of the New York State
County Law still mandates that a county maintain a jail. Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and
those who provide services to this population deserve a modem facility designed for the purpose of
rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency. The new Justice and Transition Center will provide:
greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as
•
providing cost savings;
the opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in a light-filled and safe environment that is
•
more conducive to positive behavioral change; and
•
-the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential
to decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses (ex.
transitional housing).
.

These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resulting in annual operational savings of nearly
$4.1 million. Cost-savings primarily come in the form of the reductions to required staff and increases in the
inmate to correctional officer ratio resulting from efficient design elements on the planned facility. The capital
costs are an investment in future annualized operational savings allowing us to save money and focus spending
in other areas. Additionally, ending the Justice and Transition Center project would require significant
investment in the current jail facility, specifically the 1995 and 1984 sections. Further, with $60 million already
bonded for the project, over $3 million in debt service will still need to be paid annually.
l
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Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020. The legislation significantly
impacted the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County Jail. Additionally,
before the implementation of the 2019 criminal justice reform, Dutchess County had reduced our jail population
by 30 percent over a five year period through initiatives designed to divert lower risk and/or mentally ill
defendants from jail, including building our Stabilization Center; providing Crisis Intervention Training (CIT)
to law enforcement; and utilizing a sophisticated array of evidenced-based pretrial diversion practices as
alternatives to incarceration (ATIs). This work has become the model for many of the counties of which you
write about. Given these factors, the design of the new Justice and Transition Center was reduced by over 200
beds.
We recognize the changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only a legal
obligation, but a moral one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing
incarcerated individuals and providing rehabilitative programming shown to reduce recidivism and improve
outcomes. The Justice and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing millions in annualized
cost savings.
I appreciate your interest in this topic, and I hope I have addressed some, if not all, of your concerns.

Marcus J. Molinaro
Dutchess County Executive
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845-486-2000 phone
845-486-2021 fax
Email: countyexec@dutchessny.gov

www.dutchessny.gov

Original Message
From: Christopher Bock <bockca@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, July 5, 2020 10:54 PM
To: countyexec <countyexec@dutchessny.gov>; County Legislators <CountyLegislators@dutchessny.gov>;
Morris, Carolyn <cmorris@dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Stop the $200 Million Jail Now!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.
Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:

Although this is copied in solidarity with a mass email campaign, I add my voice in support of the below points.
I will pay attention to the vote on this issue and I do vote in all elections, local and national.
I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for
a new jail. The jail would be the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more
than all other county capital spending combined, with bond repayment extending into the 2040s. Post-Covid,
the county's financial situation is due the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid
arrives, the county will need to borrow later this year to cover basic operations. Layoffs and cuts to essential
services seem inevitable.

—
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This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities.
For example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism
and mental health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these services,
as well as on much-needed youth programs.

Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York's bail and discovery reform laws have
dramatically reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago, over
400). More people charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction
and mental-health diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into homeless
shelters and expand alternatives to incarceration . Dutchess County should join their ranks and reimagine public
safety .
For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July:
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of
part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities .
Respectfully submitted,
Christopher Bock
Beacon, NY
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Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

county exec
Monday, July 6, 2020 4:47 PM
Carolina Villalon; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
RE: Stop the $ 200 Million Jail Now !

Dear Carolina,
Thank you for your email. Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains
our priority. The County has heavily invested in access to mental health services with the building of the
Stabilization Center, a 24/7 walk-in facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive
crisis counseling, mental health assessments, and peer advocacy. In addition to the Stabilization Center, the
Department of Behavioral and Community Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including our call or text
service HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis Intervention Team, which can go directly into the community to aid
individuals in crisis.
The County partners with local school districts to incorporate Second Step, a social-emotional learning program
that focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem-solving, and substance-abuse
prevention - all of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have
also dedicated resources to family stability by increasing family-based foster care placements, offering parent
coaching, and providing home-visiting to high-risk families. A strong, stable, and reliable family structure
supports positive social-emotional development and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration.
Additionally, we remain committed to our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical components,
needed resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability, security, and success. In
2019 the County began implementing the first set of initiatives, including a Foster Care Mentoring program and
expanding youth employment programs beyond the summer. We have also supported the youth services
through our Agency Partner Grant. Over the past eight years, over $7 million has been allocated to critical
programs and services in our community through this program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth
programs - anti-bullying, workforce development, literacy, and more.
These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to support young
people and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system. However, Section 217 of the New York State
County Law still mandates that a county maintain a jail. Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and
those who provide services to this population deserve a modem facility designed for the purpose of
rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency. The new Justice and Transition Center will provide:
greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as
•
providing cost savings;
•
the opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in a light-filled and safe environment that is
more conducive to positive behavioral change; and
•
the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential
to decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses (ex.
transitional housing).
^

These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resulting in annual operational savings of nearly
$4.1 million. Cost-savings primarily come in the form of the reductions to required staff and increases in the
inmate to correctional officer ratio resulting from efficient design elements on the planned facility. The capital
costs are an investment in future annualized operational savings allowing us to save money and focus spending
in other areas . Additionally, ending the Justice and Transition Center project would require significant
investment in the current jail facility, specifically the 1995 and 1984 sections. Further, with $60 million already
bonded for the project, over $3 million in debt service will still need to be paid annually.
I

Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020. The legislation significantly
impacted the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County Jail. Additionally,
before the implementation of the 2019 criminal justice reform, Dutchess County had reduced our jail population
by 30 percent over a five year period through initiatives designed to divert lower risk and/or mentally ill
defendants from jail, including building our Stabilization Center; providing Crisis Intervention Training (CIT)
to law enforcement; and utilizing a sophisticated array of evidenced based pretrial diversion practices as
alternatives to incarceration (ATIs). This work has become the model for many of the counties of which you
write about. Given these factors, the design of the new Justice and Transition Center was reduced by over 200
beds .
We recognize the changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only a legal
obligation, but a moral one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing
incarcerated individuals and providing rehabilitative programming shown to reduce recidivism and improve
outcomes. The Justice and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing millions in annualized
cost savings.
I appreciate your interest in this topic, and I hope I have addressed some, if not all, of your concerns.

-

Marcus J. Molinaro
Dutchess County Executive
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845-486-2000 phone
845-486-2021 fax
Email: countyexec@dutchessny.gov

www.dutchessny.gov

Original Message
From: Carolina Villalon <carolinavillalon92@gmail. com>
Sent: Sunday, July 5, 2020 11:09 PM
To: countyexec <countyexec@dutchessny.gov>; County Legislators <CountyLegislators@dutchessny. gov>;
Morris, Carolyn <cmorris@dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Stop the $200 Million Jail Now!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.
Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:

I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans -for
a new jail. The jail would be the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more
than all other county capital spending combined, with bond repayment extending into the 2040s. Post Covid,
the county's financial situation is dire the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid
arrives, the county will need to borrow later this year to cover basic operations. Layoffs and cuts to essential
services seem inevitable.

-

—
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This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities.
For example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism
and mental health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these services,
as well as on much-needed youth programs.
'

Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York's bail and discovery reform laws have
dramatically reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago, over
400). More people charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction
and mental-health diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into homeless
shelters and expand alternatives to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and reimagine public
safety.
For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July:
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of
part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.
Respectfully submitted,
Carolina Villalon

3

Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

countyexec

Monday, July 6, 2020 4:46 PM
Hannah Holdsworth; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
RE: Stop the $ 200 Million Jail Now!

Dear Hannah,
Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains our priority. The County has
heavily invested in access to mental health services with the building of the Stabilization Center, a 24/7 walk-in
facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive crisis counseling, mental health
assessments, and peer advocacy. In addition to the Stabilization Center, the Department of Behavioral and
Community Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including our call or text service HELPLINE and our
Mobile Crisis Intervention Team, which can go directly into the community to aid individuals in crisis.
The County partners with local school districts to incorporate Second Step, a social-emotional learning program
that focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem-solving, and substance-abuse
prevention - all of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have
also dedicated resources to family stability by increasing family-based foster care placements, offering parent
coaching, and providing home-visiting to high-risk families . A strong, stable, and reliable family structure
supports positive social-emotional development and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration.
Additionally, we remain committed to our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical components,
needed resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability, security, and success. In
2019 the County began implementing the first set of initiatives, including a Foster Care Mentoring program and
expanding youth employment programs beyond the summer. We have also supported the youth services
through our Agency Partner Grant. Over the past eight years, over $7 million has been allocated to critical
programs and services in our community through this program . Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth
programs - anti-bullying, workforce development, literacy, and more.
These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to support young
people and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system. However, Section 217 of the New York State
County Law still mandates that a county maintain a jail. Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and
those who provide services to this population deserve a modem facility designed for the purpose of
rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency. The new Justice and Transition Center will provide:
•
greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as
providing cost savings;
the opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in a light-filled and safe environment that is
•
more conducive to positive behavioral change; and
•
the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential
to decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses (ex.
transitional housing).

These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resulting in annual operational savings of nearly
$4.1 million. Cost-savings primarily come in the form of the reductions to required staff and increases in the
inmate to correctional officer ratio resulting from efficient design elements on the planned facility. The capital
costs are an investment in future annualized operational savings allowing us to save money and focus spending
in other areas. Additionally, ending the Justice and Transition Center project would require significant
investment in the current jail facility, specifically the 1995 and 1984 sections. Further, with $60 million already
bonded for the project, over $3 million in debt service will still need to be paid annually.
l

Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020. The legislation significantly
impacted the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County Jail. Additionally,
before the implementation of the 2019 criminal justice reform, Dutchess County had reduced our jail population
by 30 percent over a five year period through initiatives designed to divert lower risk and/or mentally ill
defendants from jail, including building our Stabilization Center; providing Crisis Intervention Training (CIT)
to law enforcement; and utilizing a sophisticated array of evidenced-based pretrial diversion practices as
alternatives to incarceration (ATIs). This work has become the model for many of the counties of which you
write about. Given these factors, the design of the new Justice and Transition Center was reduced by over 200
beds.
We recognize the changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only a legal
obligation, but a moral one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing
incarcerated individuals and providing rehabilitative programming shown to reduce recidivism and improve
outcomes. The Justice and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing millions in annualized
cost savings.
I appreciate your interest in this topic, and I hope I have addressed some, if not all, of your concerns .

Marcus J. Molinaro
Dutchess County Executive
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845-486-2000 phone
845-486-2021 fax
Email: countyexec@dutchessny.gov

www.dutchessny.gov

Original Message
From: Hannah Holdsworth <hannah.holdsworth@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, July 5, 2020 11:55 PM
To: countyexec <countyexec@dutchessny.gov>; County Legislators <CountyLegislators@dutchessny.gov>;
Morris, Carolyn <cmorris@dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Stop the $200 Million Jail Now!
ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:
I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for
a new jail. The jail would be the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more
than all other county capital spending combined, with bond repayment extending into the 2040s. Post-Covid,
the county's financial situation is dire the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid
arrives, the county will need to borrow later this year to cover basic operations. Layoffs and cuts to essential
services seem inevitable.

—
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This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities.
For example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism
and mental health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these services,
as well as on much-needed youth programs.

Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York's bail and discovery reform laws have
dramatically reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago, over
400). More people charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction
and mental-health diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into homeless
shelters and expand alternatives to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and reimagine public
safety.

For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July:
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of
part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.
Respectfully submitted,
Hannah Holdsworth
Sent from my iPhone
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Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:

To:
Cc:
Subject:

jerwolff <jerwolff @ gmail.com >
Monday, July 6, 2020 6:30 AM
County Legislators
Morris, Carolyn
Public Comment

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.
Building jails is money poorly spent in a community. They disproportionally affect black and brown people.
This is not the direction to move at this time. The Prison Industrial Complex is too powerful, things are
changing fast. There are better ways.

Please think; please reconsider.

l

Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

countyexec

Tuesday, July 7, 2020 10:57 AM
Pinko Commi; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
RE: Stop the $ 200 Million Jail Now !

Dear Jesse,
Thank you for your email. Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains
our priority. The County has heavily invested in access to mental health services with the building of the
Stabilization Center, a 24/7 walk-in facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive
crisis counseling, mental health assessments, and peer advocacy. In addition to the Stabilization Center, the
Department of Behavioral and Community Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including our call or text
service HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis Intervention Team, which can go directly into the community to aid
individuals in crisis.
The County partners with local school districts to incorporate Second Step, a social-emotional learning program
that focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem-solving, and substance-abuse
prevention - all of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have
also dedicated resources to family stability by increasing family-based foster care placements, offering parent
coaching, and providing home-visiting to high-risk families. A strong, stable, and reliable family structure
supports positive social-emotional development and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration.
Additionally, we remain committed to our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical components,
needed resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability, security, and success. In
2019 the County began implementing the first set of initiatives, including a Foster Care Mentoring program and
expanding youth employment programs beyond the summer. We have also supported the youth services
through our Agency Partner Grant. Over the past eight years, over $7 million has been allocated to critical
programs and services in our community through this program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth
programs - anti-bullying, workforce development, literacy, and more.
These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to support young
people and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system. However, Section 217 of the New York State
County Law still mandates that a county maintain a jail. Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and
those who provide services to this population deserve a modem facility designed for the purpose of
rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency. The new Justice and Transition Center will provide:
greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as
•
providing cost savings;
the opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in a light-filled and safe environment that is
•
more conducive to positive behavioral change; and
•
the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential
to decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses (ex.
transitional housing).

These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resulting in annual operational savings of nearly
$4.1 million. Cost-savings primarily come in the form of the reductions to required staff and increases in the
inmate to correctional officer ratio resulting from efficient design elements on the planned facility. The capital
costs are an investment in future annualized operational savings allowing us to save money and focus spending
in other areas . Additionally, ending the Justice and Transition Center project would require significant
investment in the current jail facility, specifically the 1995 and 1984 sections. Further, with $60 million already
bonded for the project, over $3 million in debt service will still need to be paid annually.
l

Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020. The legislation significantly
impacted the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County Jail. Additionally,
before the implementation of the 2019 criminal justice reform, Dutchess County had reduced our jail population
by 30 percent over a five year period through initiatives designed to divert lower risk and/or mentally ill
defendants from jail, including building our Stabilization Center; providing Crisis Intervention Training (CIT)
to law enforcement; and utilizing a sophisticated array of evidenced-based pretrial diversion practices as
alternatives to incarceration (ATIs). This work has become the model for many of the counties of which you
write about. Given these factors, the design of the new Justice and Transition Center was reduced by over 200
beds.
We recognize the changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only a legal
obligation, but a moral -one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing
incarcerated individuals and providing rehabilitative programming shown to reduce recidivism and improve
outcomes. The Justice and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing millions in annualized
cost savings .
I appreciate your interest in this topic, and I hope I have addressed some, if not all, of your concerns.

Marcus J. Molinaro
Dutchess County Executive
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845-486-2000 phone
845-486-2021 fax
Email: countyexec@dutchessny.gov

www.dutchessny.gov

Original Message
From : Pinko Commi <jessedickersin@gmail.com>
Sent : Monday, July 6, 2020 7:11 AM
To: countyexec <countyexec@dutchessny.gov>; Comity Legislators <CountyLegislators@dutchessny.gov>;
Morris, Carolyn <cmorris@dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Stop the $200 Million Jail Now!
ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.
Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:

I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for
a new jail. The jail would be the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more
than all other county capital spending combined, with bond repayment extending into the 2040s. Post-Covid,
the county's financial situation is dire—the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid
arrives, the county will need to borrow later this year to cover basic operations. Layoffs and cuts to essential
services seem inevitable.
,
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This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities.
For example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism
and mental health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these services,
as well as on much-needed youth programs.

Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York's bail and discovery reform laws have
dramatically reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago, over
400). More people charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction
and mental-health diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into homeless
shelters and expand alternatives to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and reimagine public
safety .
For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July:
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of
part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities .

Respectfully submitted,
Jesse Dickersin

Sent from my iPhone
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Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:

countyexec

Subject:

Tuesday, July 7, 2020 10:55 AM
Linda Codega; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
RE: Stop the $ 200 Million Jail Now!

Dear Linda,

Thank you for your email. Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains our
priority. The County has heavily invested in access to mental health services with the building of the Stabilization Center,
a 24/7 walk -in facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive crisis counseling, mental health
assessments, and peer advocacy. In addition to the Stabilization Center, the Department of Behavioral and Community
Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including our call or text service HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis Intervention
Team, which can go directly into the community to aid individuals in crisis.
The County partners with local school districts to incorporate Second Step, a social-emotional learning program that
focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem-solving, and substance-abuse prevention all of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have also dedicated resources
to family stability by increasing family-based foster care placements, offering parent coaching, and providing homevisiting to high-risk families. A strong, stable, and reliable family structure supports positive social-emotional
development and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration.
Additionally, we remain committed to our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical components, needed
resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability, security, and success. In 2019 the County
began implementing the first set of initiatives, including a Foster Care Mentoring program and expanding youth
employment programs beyond the summer. We have also supported the youth services through our Agency Partner
Grant. Over the past eight years, over $7 million has been allocated to critical programs and services in our community
through this program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth programs - anti-bullying, workforce development,
literacy, and more.

These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to support young people
and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system. However, Section 217 of the New York State County Law still
mandates that a county maintain a jail. Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and those who provide
services to this population deserve a modern facility designed for the purpose of rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency.
The new Justice and Transition Center will provide:
• greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as providing cost

•
•

savings;
the opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in a light-filled and safe environment that is more
conducive to positive behavioral change; and
the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential to
decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses ( ex.
transitional housing).

These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resulting in annual operational savings of nearly $ 4.1
million. Cost-savings primarily come in the form of the reductions to required staff and increases in the inmate to
correctional officer ratio resulting from efficient design elements on the planned facility. The capital costs are an
investment in future annualized operational savings allowing us to save money and focus spending in other areas.
Additionally, ending the Justice and Transition Center project would require significant investment in the current jail
facility, specifically the 1995 and 1984 sections. Further, with $60 million already bonded for the project, over $3 million
in debt service will still need to be paid annually.
Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020. The legislation significantly impacted
the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County Jail. Additionally, before the
1
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implementation of the 2019 criminal justice reform, Dutchess County had reduced our jail population by 30 percent over
a five year period through initiatives designed to divert lower risk and/or mentally ill defendants from jail, including
building our Stabilization Center; providing Crisis Intervention Training ( CIT) to law enforcement; and utilizing a
sophisticated array of evidenced-based pretrial diversion practices as alternatives to incarceration ( ATIs). This work has
become the model for many of the counties of which you write about. Given these factors, the design of the new Justice
and Transition Center was reduced by over 200 beds.
We recognize the changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only a legal
obligation, but a moral one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing incarcerated
individuals and providing rehabilitative programming shown to reduce recidivism and improve outcomes. The Justice
and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing millions in annualized cost savings.
I appreciate your interest in this topic, and I hope 1 have addressed some, if not all, of your concerns.

Marcus J. Molinaro
Dutchess County Executive
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845-486- 2000 phone
845-486-2021 fax
Email: countyexec (S> dutchessnv.gov

www.dutchessnv.gov

From: Linda Codega <lhcodega @ gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, July 6, 2020 7:20 AM
To: countyexec <countyexec (S> dutchessny.gov>; County Legislators <CountyLegislators @ dutcfiessny.gov>; Morris,
Carolyn <cmorris @ dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Stop the $ 200 Million Jail Now!

IWMmmMthis email came from ah external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:

I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Beacon, Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for a
new jail. The jail would be the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more than all
other county capital spending combined, with bond repayment extending into the 2040s. Post-COVID, the county 's
financial situation is dire the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid arrives, the county
will need to borrow later this year to cover basic operations. Layoffs and cuts to essential services seem inevitable.

—

This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities. For
example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the COVID-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism and mental
health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these services, as well as on muchneeded youth programs.

Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York ' s bail and discovery reform laws have dramatically
reduced pre-trial incarceration and thus the jail population ( around 130 now; two years ago, over 400) . More people
charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction and mental health
2
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diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into homeless shelters and expand afternatives
to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and reimagine public safety.

For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has -submitted for consideration in July:
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature' s 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of part of
the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.

Respectfully submitted,
Linda H. Codega
248 Fishkill Ave
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Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Bill Rubin < rubin@ contractor.net >
Monday, July 6, 2020 7:37 AM
countyexec; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
Stop the $ 200 Million Jail Now !

ATTENTION: This email came from on external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails ,
Legislators
Molinaro:
Executive
County
and
Dear Dutchess County

.

7

I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for a new jail.
The jail would be the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more than all other county
capital spending combined, with bond repayment extending into the 2040s. Post-Covid, the county' s financial situation
is dire —the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid arrives, the county will need to borrow
later this year to cover basic operations. Layoffs and cuts to essential services seem inevitable

.

This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities. For
example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism and mental
health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget has reduced spending on these services, as well as on muchneeded youth programs.
Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York's bail and discovery reform laws have dramatically
reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jail population ( around 130 now; two years ago, over 400). More people
charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction and mental-health
diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into homeless shelters and expand alternatives
to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and reimagine public safety.

For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July:

• Rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction.
• Recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of
part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.
Respectfully submitted,
Bill Rubin
18 Eagle Lane

Poughkeepsie, NY 12601

l

Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Debi Duke < debiduke22@ gmail.com >
Monday, July 6, 2020 8:21 AM
Morris, Carolyn
County Legislators; countyexec; Brennan Kearney
Public comment

ATTENTION: This email camefrom an externa! source. Do notopen attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.
US

Dear Legislators:
Dutchess County needs to reconsider whether this is the time to make a big investment in a
new jail. Nationwide demands for racial justice challenge us to rethink our priorities; perhaps we
should invest in youth programs, mental health, education, substance abuse treatment, urban
parks and recreation, and other services that could reduce the need for law enforcement and
incarceration. We also should take note of recent changes in New York' s bail and discovery laws
and the trend toward diverting individuals charged with misdemeanors to community programs.
Together these have reduced pretrial incarceration and the overall jail population.

And, finally, during a pandemic with an undetermined end date, the county ' s financial situation
is likely to be dire. With or without federal aid if the fund balance is being depleted the county
may need to borrow later this year to cover basic operations. It seems like a terrible time to
invest huge sums in a new jail, burden taxpayers, and divert money from other urgent needs
Preventing layoffs and cuts to services should be a much higher priority than a new jail

.

Please rescind the remaining portion of the legislature' s 2017 bond appropriation for jail
construction, put the project on hold, and
research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail

.

Thank you for your work.
Sincerely,
Debi Duke, Rhinebeck

i
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Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

countyexec

Tuesday, July 7, 2020 10:56 AM
Eva Deitch; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
RE: Please vote NO to new jail and jail expansions.

Dear Eva,

Thank you for your email. Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains
our priority. The County has heavily invested in access to mental health services with the building of the
Stabilization Center, a 24/7 walk-in facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive
crisis counseling, mental health assessments, and peer advocacy. In addition to the Stabilization Center, the
Department of Behavioral and Community Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including our call or text
service HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis Intervention Team, which can go directly into the community to aid
individuals in crisis.
The County partners with local school districts to incorporate Second Step, a social emotional learning program
that focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem-solving, and substance-abuse
prevention - all of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have
also dedicated resources to family stability by increasing family-based foster care placements, offering parent
coaching, and providing home-visiting to high-risk families. A strong, stable, and reliable family structure
supports positive social-emotional development and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration.
Additionally, we remain committed to our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical components,
needed resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability, security, and success. In
2019 the County began implementing the first set of initiatives, including a Foster Care Mentoring program and
expanding youth employment programs beyond the summer. We have also supported the youth services
through our Agency Partner Grant. Over the past eight years, over $7 million has been allocated to critical
programs and services in our community through this program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth
programs - anti-bullying, workforce development, literacy, and more.
These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to support young
people and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system. However, Section 217 of the New York State
County Law still mandates that a county maintain a jail. Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and
those who provide services to this population deserve a modem facility designed for the purpose of
rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency. The new Justice and Transition Center will provide:
•
greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as
providing cost savings;
•
the opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in a light-filled and safe environment that is
more conducive to positive behavioral change; and
the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential
•
to decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses (ex.
transitional housing).

-

These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resulting in annual operational savings of nearly
$4.1 million. Cost-savings primarily come in the form of the reductions to required staff and increases in the
inmate to correctional officer ratio resulting from efficient design elements on the planned facility . The capital
costs are an investment in future annualized operational savings allowing us to save money and focus spending
in other areas. Additionally, ending the Justice and Transition Center project would require significant
investment in the current jail facility, specifically the 1995 and 1984 sections . Further, with $60 million already
bonded for the project, over $3 million in debt service will still need to be paid annually.
l

Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020. The legislation significantly
impacted the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County Jail. Additionally,
before the implementation of the 2019 criminal justice reform, Dutchess County had reduced our jail population
by 30 percent over a five year period through initiatives designed to divert lower risk and/or mentally ill
defendants from jail, including building our Stabilization Center; providing Crisis Intervention Training (CIT)
to law enforcement; and utilizing a sophisticated array of evidenced-based pretrial diversion practices as
alternatives to incarceration (ATIs). This work has become the model for many of the counties of which you
write about. Given these factors, the design of the new Justice and Transition Center was reduced by over 200
beds.
We recognize- the changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only a legal
obligation, but a moral one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing
incarcerated individuals and providing rehabilitative programming shown to reduce recidivism and improve
outcomes. The Justice and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing millions in annualized
cost savings.
I appreciate your interest in this topic, and I hope I have addressed some, if not all, of your concerns.

Marcus J. Molinaro
Dutchess County Executive
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845-486-2000 phone
«45-486-2021 fax
Email: countyexec@dutchessny.gov

www.dutchessny .gov

Original Message
From: Eva Deitch <eva.deitch@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, July 6, 2020 8:21 AM
To: countyexec <countyexec@dutchessny.gov>; County Legislators <CountyLegislators@dutchessny.gov>;
Morris, Carolyn <cmorris@dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Please vote NO to new jail and jail expansions.

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:
As a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County. I find it saddening and out of touch that you consider
moving forward with funding for a new jail or any expansions to jails here in Dutchess County. Now is the time
to reimagine how we can use tax payers funds to directly elevate and support the community they reside. I ask
you to think with your hearts and dream bigger and more positively for the communities you represent.

Respectfully submitted,

Eva Deitch
2

Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

countyexec

Tuesday, July 7, 2020 10:54 AM
Christian Stadler; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
RE: Stop the $200 Million Jail Now!

Dear Christian,
Thank yon for your email. Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains
our priority. The County has heavily invested in access to mental health services with the building of the
Stabilization Center, a 24/7 walk-in facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive
crisis counseling, mental health assessments, and peer advocacy. In addition to the Stabilization Center, the
Department of Behavioral and Community Health operates other 24/7 crisis seivices including our call or text
service HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis Intervention Team, which can go directly into the community to aid
individuals in crisis.
The County partners with local school districts to incorporate Second Step, a social-emotional learning program
that focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem-solving, and substance-abuse
prevention - all of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have
also dedicated resources to family stability by increasing family-based foster care placements, offering parent
coaching, and providing home-visiting to high-risk families. A strong, stable, and reliable family structure
supports positive social-emotional development and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration.
Additionally, we remain committed to ourPath to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical components,
needed resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability, security, and success. In
2019 the County began implementing the fust set of initiatives, including a Foster Care Mentoring program and
expanding-youth employment programs beyond the summer. We have also supported the youth services
through our Agency Partner Grant. Over the past eight years, over $7 million has been allocated to critical
programs and services in our community through this program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth
programs - anti-bullying, workforce development, literacy, and more.
These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to support young
people and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system. However, Section 217 of the New York State
County Law still mandates that a county maintain a jail. Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and
those who provide services to this population deserve a modem facility designed for the purpose of
rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency. The new Justice and Transition Center will provide:
greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as
•
providing cost savings;
the opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in a light-filled and safe environment that is
•
more conducive to positive behavioral change; and
the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential
•
to decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses (ex.
transitional housing).

These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resulting in annual operational savings of nearly
$4.1 million. Cost-savings primarily come in the form of the reductions to required staff and increases in the
inmate to correctional officer ratio resulting from efficient design elements- on the planned facility. The capital
costs are an investment in future annualized operational savings allowing us to save money and focus spending
in other areas. Additionally, ending the Justice and Transition Center project would require significant
investment in the current jail facility, specifically the 1995 and 1984 sections. Further, with $60 million already
bonded for the project, over $3 million in debt service will still need to be paid annually.
l

Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020. The legislation significantly
impacted the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County Jail. Additionally,
before the implementation of the 2019 criminal justice reform, Dutchess County had reduced our jail population
by 30 percent over a five year period through initiatives designed to divert lower risk and/or mentally ill
defendants from jail, including building our Stabilization Center; providing Crisis Intervention Training (CIT)
to law enforcement; and utilizing a sophisticated array of evidenced-based pretrial diversion practices as
alternatives to incarceration (ATIs). This work has become the model for many of the counties of which you
write about. Given these factors, the design- of the new Justice and Transition Center was reduced by over 200
beds.
We recognize the changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only a legal
obligation, but a moral one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing
incarcerated individuals and providing rehabilitative programming shown to reduce recidivism and improve
outcomes. The Justice and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing millions in annualized
cost savings.
I appreciate your interest in this topic, and I hope I have addressed some, if not all, of your concerns.
,

Marcus J. Molinaro
Dutchess County Executive
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845-4S6-2000 phone
845-486-2021 fax
Email: countyexec@dutchessny.gov

www.dutchessny.gov
Original Message
From: Christian Stadler <cgstadler@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, July 6, 2020 8:52 AM
To: countyexec <countyexec@dutchessny.gov>; County Legislators <CountyLegislators@dutchessny.gov>;
Morris, Carolyn <cmorris@dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Stop the $200 Million Jail Now!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.
Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:

I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for
a new jail. The jail would be the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more
than all other county capital spending combined, with bond repayment extending into the 2040s. Post-Covid,
the county's financial situation is dire— the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid
arrives, the county will need to borrow later this year to cover basic operations. Layoffs and cuts to essential
services seem inevitable.
This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities.
For example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism
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and mental health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these services,
as well as on much -needed youth programs.

Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York's bail and discovery reform laws have
dramatically reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago, over
400). More people charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction
and mental-health diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into homeless
shelters and expand alternatives to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and reimagine public
safety.
For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July:
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of
part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.

Respectfully submitted,
Christian Stadler
Beacon NY
Sent from my iPhone

3

Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

ryan burk <jamburk@ gmail.com >
Monday, July 6, 2020 9:19 AM
countyexec; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
Stop this racist prison.

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:
I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for
a new jail. The jail would be the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more
than all other county capital spending combined, with bond repayment extending into the 2040s. Post-Covid,
the county's financial situation is dire the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid
arrives, the county will need to borrow later this year to cover basic operations. Layoffs and cuts to essential
services seem inevitable.

—

This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities.
For example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism
and mental health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these sendees,
as well as on much-needed youth programs.
Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York's bail and discovery reform laws have
dramatically reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago, over
400). More people charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction
and mental-health diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into homeless
shelters and expand alternatives to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and reimagine public
safety.
For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July:
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of
part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.
Respectfully submitted,
Ryan Burk

l

Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

countyexec

Tuesday, July 7, 2020 10:53 AM
Christiana Prater- Lee; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
RE: Stop the $ 200 Million Jail Now!

Dear Christiana,

Thank you for your email. Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains
our priority. The County has heavily invested in access to mental health services with the building of the
Stabilization Center, a 24/7 walk-in facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive
crisis counseling, mental health assessments, and peer advocacy. In addition to the Stabilization Center, the
Department of Behavioral and Community Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including our call or text
service HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis Intervention Team, which can go directly into the community to aid
individuals in crisis .
The County partners with local school districts to incorporate Second Step, a social-emotional learning program
that focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem-solving, and substance-abuse
prevention - all of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have
also dedicated resources to family stability by increasing family-based foster care placements, offering parent
coaching, and providing home-visiting to high-risk families. A strong, stable, and reliable family structure
supports positive social -emotional development and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration.
Additionally, we remain committed to our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical components,
needed resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability, security, and success. In
2019 the County began implementing the first set of initiatives, including a Foster Care Mentoring program and
expanding youth employment programs beyond the summer. We have also supported the youth services
through our Agency Partner Grant. Over the past eight years, over $7 million has been allocated to critical
programs and services in our community through this program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth
programs - anti-bullying, workforce development, literacy, and more.
These arc only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to support young
people and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system. However, Section 217 of the New York State
County Law still mandates that a county maintain a jail. Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and
those who provide services to this population deserve a modem facility designed for the purpose of
rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency. The new Justice and Transition Center will provide:
greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as
•
providing cost savings;
•
the opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in a light-filled and safe environment that is
more conducive to positive behavioral change; and
the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential
•
to decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses (ex.
transitional housing).
These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resulting in annual operational savings of nearly
$4.1 million. Cost-savings primarily come in the form of the reductions to required staff and increases in the
inmate to correctional officer ratio resulting from efficient design elements on the planned facility. The capital
costs are an investment in future annualized operational savings allowing us to save money and focus spending
in other areas. Additionally, ending the Justice and Transition Center project would require significant
investment in the current jail facility, specifically the 1995 and 1984 sections. Further, with $60 million already
bonded for the project, over $3 million in debt service will still need to be paid annually.
l

Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020. The legislation significantly
impacted the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County Jail. Additionally,
before the implementation of the 2019 criminal justice reform, Dutchess County had reduced our jail population
by 30 percent over a five year period through initiatives designed to divert lower risk and/or mentally ill
defendants from jail, including building our Stabilization Center; providing Crisis Intervention Training (CIT)
to law enforcement; and utilizing a sophisticated array of evidenced-based pretrial diversion practices as
alternatives to incarceration (ATIs). This work has become the model for many of the counties of which you
write about. Given these factors, the design of the new Justice and Transition Center was reduced by over 200
beds.
We recognize the changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only a legal
obligation, but a moral one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing
incarcerated individuals and providing rehabilitative programming shown to reduce recidivism and improve
outcomes. The Justice and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing millions in annualized
cost savings.
I appreciate your interest in this topic, and I hope I have addressed some, if not all, of your concerns.

Marcus J. Molinaro
Dutchess County Executive
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845-486-2000 phone
845-486-2021 fax
Email: countyexec@dutchessny.gov

www.dutchessny . gov

Original Message
From: Christiana Prater-Lee <chpraterlee@vassar.edu>
Sent: Monday, July 6, 2020 9:24 AM
To: countyexec <countyexec@dutchessny . gov>; County Legislators <CountyLegislators@dutchessny . gov>;
Morris, Carolyn <cmorris@dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Stop the $200 Million Jail Now!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.
Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:

I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for
a new jail. The jail would be the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more
than all other county capital spending combined , with bond repayment extending into the 2040s. Post-Covid,
the county's financial situation is dire— the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid
arrives, the county will need to borrow later this year to cover basic operations . Layoffs and cuts to essential
services seem inevitable.

2

This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities.
For example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism
and mental health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these sendees,
as well as on much-needed youth programs.
Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York's bail and discovery reform laws have
dramatically reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago, over
400). More people charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction
and mental health diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into homeless
shelters and expand alternatives to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and reimagine public
safety.

-

For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July:
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of
part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.

Respectfully submitted,

3

Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

countyexec

Tuesday, July 7, 2020 10:52 AM
Lauren Donnelly; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
RE: No $ 200 Million Jail

Dear Lauren,

Thank you for your email.
Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains our priority. The County has heavily
invested in access to mental health services with the building of the Stabilization Center, a 24/7 walk -in facility providing
a single point of access where individuals can receive crisis counseling, mental health assessments, and peer advocacy.
In addition to the Stabilization Center, the Department of Behavioral and Community Health operates other 24/7 crisis
services including our call or text service HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis Intervention Team, which can go directly into
the community to aid individuals in crisis.
The County partners with local school districts to incorporate Second Step, a social-emotional learning program that
focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem-solving, and substance-abuse prevention all of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have also dedicated resources
to family stability by increasing family-based foster care placements, offering parent coaching, and providing homevisiting to high-risk families. A strong, stable, and reliable family structure supports positive social-emotional
development and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration.
Additionally, we remain committed to our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical components, needed
resources, and^effective programs tastart our children on a path to stability, security, and success. In 2019 the County
began implementing the first set of initiatives, including a Foster Care Mentoring program and expanding youth
employment programs beyond the summer. We have also supported the youth services through our Agency Partner
Grant. Over the past eight years, over $7 million has been allocated to critical programs and services in our community
through this program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth programs - anti-bullying, workforce development,
literacy, and more.
These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to support young people
and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system. However, Section 217 of the New York State County Law still
mandates that a county maintain a jail. Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and those who provide
services to this population deserve a modern facility designed for the purpose of rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency.
The new Justice and Transition Center will provide:
• greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as providing cost
savings;
the
opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in a light-filled and safe environment that is more
•
conducive to positive behavioral change; and
flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential to
the
•
decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses ( ex.
transitional housing).

These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts,-resulting in annual operational savings of nearly $4.1
million. Cost-savings primarily come in the form of the reductions to required staff and increases in the inmate to
correctional officer ratio resulting from efficient design elements on the planned facility. The capital costs are an
investment in future annualized operational savings allowing us to save money and focus spending in other areas.
Additionally, ending the Justice and Transition Center project would require significant investment in the current jail
facility, specifically the 1995 and 1984 sections. Further, with $60 million already bonded for the project, over $3 million
in debt service will still need to be paid annually.
l

Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020. The legislation significantly impacted
the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County Jail. Additionally, before the
implementation of the 2019 criminal justice reform, Dutchess County had reduced our jail population by 30 percent over
a five year period through initiatives designed to divert lower risk and/or mentally ill defendants from jail, including
building our Stabilization Center; providing Crisis Intervention Training (CIT) to law enforcement; and utilizing a
sophisticated array of evidenced-based pretrial diversion practices as alternatives to incarceration ( ATIs). This work has
become the model for many of the counties of which you write about. Given these factors, the design of the new Justice
and Transition Center was reduced by over 200 beds.
We recognize the changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only a legal
obligation, but a moral one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing incarcerated
individuals and providing rehabilitative programming shown to reduce recidivism and improve outcomes. The Justice
and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing millions in annualized cost savings.
I appreciate your interest in this topic, and I hope I have addressed some, if not all, of your concerns.
Marcus J. MoJinaro
Dutchess County Executive

22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845-486-2000 phone
845-486-2021 fax
Email: countvexec @ dutchessny.gov
www.dutchessny.gov

From: Lauren Donnelly < L.E.Donnelly @ gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, July 6, 2020 9:55 AM
To: countyexec <countyexee@ dutchessny.gov>; County Legislators <CountyLegislators @ dutchessny.gov>; Morris,

Carolyn <cmorris@ dutchessny.gov>
Subject: No $200 Million Jail
ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or dick on linksfrom unknown senders or

To Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:

I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Beacon to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for a new jail.

The jail would be the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more than all other county
capital spending combined, with bond repayment extending into the 2040s. Post -Covid, the county's financial situation
is dire —the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid arrives, the county will need to borrow
later this year to cover basic operations. Layoffs and cuts to essential services seem inevitable. This is the worst possible
time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities. For example, we know overdose
deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and thatalcoholism and mental health needs are also on the
rise. Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these services, as well asxrn much-needed youth programs.
Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York's bail and discovery reform laws have dramatically
reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jail population ( around 130 now; two years ago, over 400). More people
charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction and mental-health
diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into homeless shelters and expand alternatives
to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and reimagine public safety. For these reasons, we support the
resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July: * rescind the remaining portion of the
legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction * recommend a commission to research alternatives to
2

construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or
other possibilities. Respectfully submitted,
Lauren Donnelly
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Hussing, Laura
From:

countyexec

Sent:
To:

Tuesday, July 7, 2020 10:53 AM
Sara Alpert; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
RE: Stop the $ 200 Million Jail Now!
-

Subject:

Dear Sara,

Thank you for your email. Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains our
priority. The County has heavily invested in access to mental health services with the building of the Stabilization Center,
a 24/7 walk-in facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive crisis counseling, mental health
assessments, and peer advocacy. In addition to the Stabilization Center, the Department of Behavioral and Community
Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including our call or text service HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis Intervention
Team, which can go directly into the community to aid individuals in crisis.
The County partners with local school districts to incorporate Second Step, a social-emotional learning program that
focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem-solving, and substance-abuse prevention all of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have also dedicated resources
to family stability by increasing family-based foster care placements, offering parent coaching, and providing homevisiting to high-risk families. A strong, stable, and reliable family structure supports positive social-emotional
development and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration.
Additionally, we remain committed to our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical components, needed
resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability, security, and success. In 2019 the County
began implementing the first set of initiatives, including a Foster Care Mentoring program and expanding youth
employment programs beyond the summer. We have also supported the youth services through our Agency Partner
Grant , Over the past eight years, over $ 7 million has been allocated to critical programs and services in our community
through this program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth programs - anti-bullying, workforce development,
literacy, and more.
These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to support young people
and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system. However, Section 217 of the New York State County Law still
mandates that a county maintain a jail. Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and those who provide
services to this population deserve a modern facility designed for the purpose of rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency.
The new Justice and Transition Center will provide:
• greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as providing cost

•

•

savings;
the opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in a light-filled and safe environment that is more
conducive to positive behavioral change; and
the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential to
decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses ( ex.
transitional housing).

These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resulting in annual operational savings of nearly $4.1
million. Cost-savings primarily come in the form of the reductions to required staff and increases in the inmate to
correctional officer ratio resulting from efficient design elements on the planned facility. The capital costs are an
investment in future annualized operational savings allowing us to save money and focus spending in other areas.
Additionally, ending the Justice and Transition Center project would require significant investment in the current jail
facility, specifically the 1995 and 1984 sections. Further, with $60 million already bonded for the project, over $3 million
in debt service will still need to be paid annually.
Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020. The legislation significantly impacted
the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County Jail. Additionally, before the
1

implementation of the 2019 criminal justice reform, Dutchess County had reduced our jail population by 30 percent over
a five year period through initiatives designed to divert lower risk and/or mentally ill defendants from jail, including
building our Stabilization Center; providing Crisis Intervention Training (CIT) to law enforcement; and utilizing a
sophisticated array of evidenced-based pretrial diversion practices as alternatives to incarceration ( ATIs). This work has
become the model for many of the counties of which you write about. Given these factors, the design of the new Justice
and Transition Center was reduced by over 200 beds.
We recognize the changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only a legal
obligation, but a moral one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing incarcerated
individuals and providing rehabilitative programming shown to reduce recidivism and improve outcomes. The Justice
and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing millions in annualized cost savings.
I appreciate your interest in this topic, and I hope I have addressed some, rf not all, of your concerns.

Marcus J. Molinaro
Dutchess County Executive

22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845-486-2000 phone
845-486-2021 fax
Email: countyexec (5) dutchessnv.gov
www.dutchessnv.gov

From: Sara Alpert <saraaipert 2 @ gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, July 6, 2020 10:09 AM
To: countyexec < countyexec @ dutchessny.gov>; County Legislators <CountyLegislators @ dutchessny.gov>; Morris,
Carolyn <cmorris @ dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Stop the $ 200 Million Jail Now !
ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or

Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:
I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for a new jail.
The jail would be the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more than all other county
capital spending combined, with bond repayment extending into the 2040s. Post-Covid, the county's financial situation
is dire —the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid arrives, the county will need to borrow
later this year to cover basic operations. Layoffs and cuts to essential services seem inevitable.

This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities. For
example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism and mental
health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these services, as well as on muchneeded youth programs.

Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York ' s bail and discovery reform laws have dramatically
reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jail population ( around 130 now; two years ago, over 400) . More people
charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction and mental-health
2

diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into homeless shelters and expand alternatives
to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and reimagine public safety.

For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has -submitted for consideration in July:
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of part of
the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.

Respectfully submitted,
Sara Alpert
Beacon, NY
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Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Morris, Carolyn
Tuesday, July 7, 2020 10:56 AM
Wager, Leigh
Hussing, Laura
FW: support bill to stop new jail construction

Upload

Carolyn Morris
Clerk
Dutchess County Legislature
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, New York 12601
Tel: (845) 486-2100 • Fax : (845 ) 486-2113

OFFICIAL AMERICAN FLAG DISPOSAL SITE

Original Message
From: david sampliner <vidnick@mac.com>
Sent: Monday, July 6, 2020 11:04 PM
To: County Legislators <CountyLegislators@dutchessny.gov>
Cc: Morris, Carolyn <cmorris@dutchessny.gov>
Subject: support bill to stop new jail construction

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.

To whom it may concern:
My name is David Sampliner, and I’m a citizen of Beacon. I am appalled that this county is planning to balloon
its debt to build a new county jail in such a fiscally unstable time when other social priorities - the kind that
would help keep people out of jail - are crying out for funding. This is the height of fiscal irresponsibility, and
a dereliction of the county’s duty to spend its taxpayers hard-earned money wisely, on initiatives that make our
communities stronger.
l

I urge you to support the resolutions up for consideration to rescind the remainng portion of bond appropriation
for the jail construction and to assign a commission to develop alteratives to building a new jail.
Sincerely,

David Sampliner
Beacon, NY
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Hussing, Laura
Morris, Carolyn
Monday, July 6, 2020 12:31 PM
Hussing, Laura
FW: communication from Dutchess county resident

From;
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Carolyn Morris
Clerk
Dutchess County Legislature
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, New York 12601
Tel: (845) 486-2100 •Fax: (845) 486-2113

OFFICIAL AMERICAN FLAG DISPOSAL SITE

Visit us on

From: Kim Rybacki <kim.rybacki@ gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, July 6, 2020 11:10 AM
To: countyexec <countyexec @ dutchessny.gov>; County Legislators <CountyLegislators @ dutchessny.gov>; Morris,
Carolyn <cmorris @ dutchessny.gov>
Subject: communication from Dutchess county resident
ATTENTION: This email cctme from an external source: Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.
fv
Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:
'

-

'

I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County, as well as an employee of Dutchess Community College, to call for
the Legislature to drop its plans for a new jail. If the county is serious about fighting for racial justice and reforming its policies, this is a
necessary action.
The jail would be the most expensive capital -project the County has ever undertaken, costing more than all other county capital
spending combined, with bond repayment extending into the 2040s.
Post-Covid, the county's financial situation is dire—the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid arrives, the
county will need to borrow later this year to cover basic operations. Layoffs and cuts to essential services seem inevitable. As an
educator, I am also concerned about the implications of cuts to education at every level in our county and state

.

1

This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money
from other urgent priorities. For example, we know
overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism
and mental health needs are also on the rise.
Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these services, as well
as on much-needed youth programs and education.

Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York's bail and discovery
reform laws have dramatically reduced pretrial
incarceration and thus the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago, over
400). More people charged with misdemeanors are
being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction and mental health diagnoses
. Other New York counties are making plans to
convert jail cells into homeless shelters and expand alternatives to incarcera
tion. Dutchess County should join their ranks and
reimagine public safety.
For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted
for consideration in July:
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail
construction
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed
jail, including renovation of part of the current
space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.

Respectfully submitted,
Kim Rybacki

2

Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

jwbottom @ aol.com
Monday, July 6, 2020 11:58 AM
countyexec; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
Important: County Jail project

A1JENTI0N : This email come from an external source. Do not open attachments dr click

on links from unknown senders or

Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:
I am writing as a Dutchess County taxpayer and voter to strongly urge the Legislature to drop its plans for a new jail. The jail would be
the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more than all other county capital spending combined, with
bond repayment extending into the 2040s. Post-Covid, the county's financial situation is dire—the fund balance is being quickly
depleted, and unless direct federal aid arrives, the county will need to borrow later this year to cover basic operations. Layoffs and cuts
to essential services seem inevitable.

This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities. For example, we know
overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism and mental health needs are also on the rise.
Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these services, as well as on much-needed youth programs.
Moreover, the need for a new jail is simply not there. New York's bail and discovery reform laws have dramatically reduced pretrial
incarceration and thus the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago, over 400). More people charged with misdemeanors are
being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction and mental-health diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to
convert jail cells into homeless shelters and- expand alternatives to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and
reimagine public safety.
For these reasons, I supportthe resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July and would like you to do the
same:

* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of part of the current
space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.
Sincerely,
Julie Winterbottom
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Hussing, Laura
Morris, Carolyn
Tuesday, July 7, 2020 1:37 PM
Wager, Leigh
Hussing, LauraFW: Stop the $200 Million jail Now!

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Upload

Carolyn Morris
Clerk
Dutchess County Legislature
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, New York 12601
Tel: (845) 486-2100 • Fax: (845) 486-2113

OFFICIAL AMERICAN FLAG DISPOSAL SITE

Vtsri us on

From: Jen Whitton <jenwhttn @ gmai!.com>
Sent: Tuesday, July 7, 2020 11:16 AM
To: countyexec <countyexec @ dutchessny.gov>
Cc: County Legislators <CountyLegis1ators@ dutchessny.gov>; Morris, Carolyn <cmorris @ dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Re: Stop the $ 200 Million Jail Now !
ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do ot open attachments or click on

*

Honestly, you've only raised more questions.
I still oppose this costly and foolish expansion.
On Tue, Jul 7, 2020 at 10:49 AM countyexec <countvexec @ dutchessnv.gov> wrote:

Dear Jen,
| Thank you for your email. Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains our
1

; priority. The County has heavily invested in access to mental health services with the building of the Stabilization
Center, a 24/ 7 walk-in facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive crisis counseling, mental
; health assessments, and peer advocacy. In addition to the Stabilization Center, the Department of Behavioral and
| Community Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including our call or text service HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis
| Intervention Team, which can go directly into the community to aid individuals in crisis.
j The County partners with ioca! school districts to Incorporate-Second Step, a social-emotional learning program that
| focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem-solving, and substance-abuse prevention ?
| all of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have also dedicated resources
\ to family stability by increasing family-based foster care placements, offering parent coaching, and providing homej visiting to high-risk families. A strong, stable, and reliable family structure supports positive social-emotional
I development and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration.
i Additionally, we remain committed to our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical components, needed
j resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability, security, and success. In 2019 the County
1 began implementing the first set of initiatives, including a Foster Care Mentoring program and expanding youth
5
employment programs beyond the summer We have also supported the youth services through our Agency Partner
Grant. Over the past eight years, over $7 million has been allocated to critical programs and services in our community
through this program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth programs ? anti-bullying, workforce
i
i development, literacy, and more.
j These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to support young people
} and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system. However, Section 217 of the New York State County Law still
i mandates that a county maintain a jail. Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and those who provide
j services to this population deserve a modern facility designed for the purpose of rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency.
\i The new Justice and Transition Center will provide:
j ?
greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as providing cost

I

j

.

}

J

; savings;

the opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in a light-filled and safe environment that is more
j conducive to positive behavioral change; and
?
the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential to
\ decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas forother uses ( ex. transitional
? housing).
i

I ?

j

f
;

1
s

;

j

:

\

j
!
1
j

These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resulting in annual operational savings of nearly $4.1
million. Cost-savings primarily come in the form of the reductions to required staff and increases in the inmate to
correctional officer ratio resulting from efficient design elements on the planned facility. The capital costs are an
investment in future annualized operational savings allowing us to save money and focus spending in other areas.
Additionally, ending the Justice and Transition Center project would require significant investment in the current jail
facility, specifically the 1995 and 1984 sections. Further, with $60 million already bonded for the project, over $3
million in debt service will still need to be paid annually.
Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020. The legislation significantly impacted
the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County Jail. Additionally, before the
implementation of the 2019 criminal justice reform, Dutchess County had reduced our jail population by 30 percent
over a five year period through initiatives designed to divert lower risk and/or mentally ill defendants from jail,
including building our Stabilization Center; providing Crisis Intervention Training (CIT) to law enforcement; and utilizing
a sophisticated array of evidenced-based pretrial diversion practices as alternatives to incarceration ( ATIs). This work
has become the model for many of the counties of which you write about. Given these factors, the design of the new
Justice and Transition Center was reduced by over 200 beds.
We recognize the changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only a legal
obligation, but a moral one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing incarcerated
individuals and providing rehabilitative programming shown to reduce recidivism and improve outcomes. The Justice
and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing millions in annualized cost savings.
I appreciate your interest in this topic, and 1 hope I have addressed some, if not all, of your concerns.
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\: Marcus J . Molinaro
Dutchess County Executive
i
22 Market Street
)
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
| 845-486-2000 phone
845-486-2021 fax
i
I; Email: countvexec (5) dutchessnv.gov
'
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| www.dutchessny gov
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Original Message—
From: Jen Whitton <ienwhttn@ gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, July 6, 2020 12:24 PM
To: countyexec <countvexec (5> dutchessnv.gov>; County Legislators <CountvLegislators (5> dutchessnv.gov>; Morris,
Carolyn <cmorris(5) dutchessnv.gov>
Subject: Stop the $ 200 Million Jail Now!

i

!
i

ATTENTION : This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders

j or unexpected emails.
5

J

j

Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:

:

!

I:

1 Now is most certainly not the time to invest taxpayer dollars in the further decimation of minority communities here in
| New York State. Prioritize prevention, prioritize healing, prioritize positive growth; especially now while we -are under
siege from a pandemic and trying to reckon with the repercussions of upholding racist systems since before the
II founding of this country.
|

{ I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for a new
\ jail.
I
:

:
:

I support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July:
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature’s 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
\
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of part
! of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.
\

\

i

!

J

Respectfully submitted,

5

\

j Jen Whitton
* 845.750.3274

Jen Whitton
845.750.3274
3

Hussing, Laura
From:

county exec

Sent:

Monday, July 6, 2020 4:45 PM
Abigail Taylor; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
RE: We Don't Need a $200 Million Jail!

To:
Subject:

Dear Abigail,

Thank you for your email. Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains
our priority. The County has heavily invested in access to mental health services with the building of the
Stabilization Center, a 24/7 walk-in facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive
crisis counseling, mental health assessments, and peer advocacy. In addition to the Stabilization Center, the
Department of Behavioral and Community Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including our call or text
service HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis Intervention Team, which can go directly into the community to aid
individuals in crisis.
The County partners with local school districts to incorporate Second Step, a social-emotional learning program
that focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem-solving, and substance-abuse
prevention - all of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have
also dedicated resources to family stability by increasing family-based foster care placements, offering parent
coaching, and providing home-visiting to high-risk families. A strong, stable, and reliable family structure
supports positive social-emotional development and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration.
Additionally, we remain committed to our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical components,
needed resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability, security, and success. In
2019 the County began implementing the first set of initiatives, including a Foster Care Mentoring program and
expanding youth employment programs beyond the summer. We have also supported the youth services
through our Agency Partner Grant, Over the past eight years, over $7 million has been allocated to critical
programs and services in our community through this program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth
programs - anti-bullying, workforce development, literacy, and more.
These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to support young
people and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system. However, Section 217 of the New York State
County Law still mandates that a county maintain a jail. Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and
those who provide services to this population deserve a modem facility designed for the purpose of
rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency. The new Justice and Transition Center will provide:
greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as
•
providing cost savings;
•
the opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in a light-filled and safe environment that is
more conducive to positive behavioral change; and
the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential
•
to decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses (ex.
transitional housing).
These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resulting in annual operational savings of nearly
$4.1 million. Cost-savings primarily come in the form of the reductions to required staff and increases in the
inmate to correctional officer ratio resulting from efficient design elements on the planned facility. The capital
costs are an investment in future annualized operational savings allowing us to save money and focus spending
in other areas . Additionally, ending the Justice and Transition Center project would require significant
investment in the current jail facility, specifically the 1995 and 1984 sections. Further, with $60 million already
bonded for the project, over $3 million in debt service will still need to be paid annually.
l

Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020. The legislation significantly
impacted the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County Jail. Additionally,
before the implementation of the 2019 criminal justice reform, Dutchess County had reduced our jail population
by 30 percent over a five year period through initiatives designed to divert lower risk and/or mentally ill
defendants from jail, including building our Stabilization Center; providing Crisis Intervention Training (CIT)
to law enforcement; and utilizing a sophisticated array of evidenced-based pretrial diversion practices as
alternatives to incarceration (ATIs). This work has become the model for many of the counties of which you
write about. Given these factors, the design of the new Justice and Transition Center was reduced by over 200
beds.
We recognize the changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only a legal
obligation, but a moral one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing
incarcerated individuals and providing rehabilitative programming shown to reduce recidivism and improve
outcomes. The Justice and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing millions in annualized
cost savings.
I appreciate your interest in this topic, and I hope I have addressed some, if not all, of your concerns.

Marcus J. Molinaro
Dutchess County Executive
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845-486-2000 phone
845-486-2021 fax
Email: countyexec@dutchessny.gov

www.dutchessny.gov

Original Message
From: Abigail Taylor <roxygin@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, July 6, 2020 12:37 AM
To: countyexec <countyexec@dutchessny.gov>; County Legislators <CountyLegislators@dutchessny.gov>;
Morris, Carolyn <cmorris@dutchessny.gov>
Subject: We Don’t Need a $200 Million Jail !

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.
Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:

I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for
a new jail. The jail would be the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more
than all other county capital spending combined, with bond repayment extending into the 2040s. Post-Covid,
the county's financial situation is dire the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid
arrives, the county will need to borrow later this year to cover basic operations. Layoffs and cuts to essential
services seem inevitable.

—

2

.
This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities
m
For example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholis
,
sendees
these
on
spending
in
reduced
and mental health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget has
as well as on much-needed youth programs .
Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York's bail and discovery reform laws have
, over
dramatically reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago
400). More people charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community -based treatment for addiction
homeless
and mental-health diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into
e public
shelters and expand alternatives to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and reimagin
safety.

July:
For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
renovation of
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including
part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.
Respectfully submitted,
Abigail Taylor
Beacon Resident
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Hussing, Laura
Morris, Carolyn
Monday, July 6, 2020 1:52 PM
Wager, Leigh
Hussing, Laura
FW: Public Comment

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

upload

Carolyn Morris
Clerk
Dutchess County Legislature
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, New York 12601
Tel: (845 ) 486-2100 • Fax: (845) 486-2113

OFFICIAL AMERICAN FLAG DISPOSAL SITE
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From: Simone Teague <simone.oziebei @ gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, July 6, 2020 1:00 PM
To: County Legislators <CountyLegislators @ dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Public Comment
ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
.
.
Unexpected emails.
-

To the Legislators of Dutchess County,
My name is Simone Teague and I have lived in the city of Poughkeepsie for nearly my entire life. My parents owned a
business in Poughkeepsie for a decade and my siblings and I attended the Poughkeepsie public schools. The proposal to
build a new jail in Dutchess County deeply disturbs me. A jail will not uplift our community. A jail will not help stimulate
the economy. A jail will do nothing but prolong the systematic suffering of Black and brown people. We need to pour
money into our schools and community centers We need more accessible mental health resources. We need to
rehabilitate, rather than imprison, our community members who struggle with addiction because addiction is a disease.

.

1

I graduated from Poughkeepsie High School in 2016 and let me tell you that school is not set up to help kids succeed.
The police presence, metal detectors, and overall attitude of the administration is unwelcoming and the lack of music
and art programming is depressing. I've always excelled academically, but doing so in that environment was incredibly
challenging. My friends and I grew up hanging out at the YMCA after school, but children today don' t have that resource,
or a comparable community center, and that' s concerning. If you actually care about the betterment of Dutchess
County, then you will NOT build another jail If you truly are invested in the residents of Dutchess County then you will
work to improve our quality of life If you genuinely want to see Dutchess County flourish you will work to end, rather
than perpetuate, the villainization of Black and brown people.

.

.

The Reagan rhetoric of law and order was designed to protect and uplift white Americans and white Americans alone.
It's time to abandon old ideals. It' s time for you all to wake up and realize that building another jail in Dutchess County is
the wrong thing to do.
Sincerely,
Simone Teague
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Hussing, Laura
county exec

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tuesday, July 7, 2020 10:51 AM
Sofia Villalon; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
RE: Stop the $ 200 Million Jail Now!

Dear Sofia,
Thank you for your email. Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains
our priority. The County has heavily invested in access to mental health services with the building of the
Stabilization Center, a 24/7 walk-in facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive
crisis counseling, mental health assessments, and peer advocacy . In addition to the Stabilization Center, the
Department of Behavioral and Community Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including our call or text
service HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis Intervention Team, which can go directly into the community to aid
individuals in crisis.
The County partners with local school districts to incorporate Second Step, a social-emotional learning program
that focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem-solving, and substance-abuse
prevention all of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have
also dedicated resources to family stability by increasing family-based foster care placements, offering parent
coaching, and providing home-visiting to high-risk families. A strong, stable, and reliable family structure
supports positive social-emotional development and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration.
Additionally, we remain committed to our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical components,
needed resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability, security, and success. In
2019 the County began implementing the first set of initiatives, including a Foster Care Mentoring program and
expanding youth employment programs beyond the summer. We have also supported the youth services
through our Agency Partner Grant . Over the past eight years, over $7 million has been allocated to critical
programs and services in our community through this program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth
programs - anti-bullying, workforce development, literacy, and more.
These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to support young
people and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system. However, Section 217 of the New York State
County Law still mandates that a county maintain a jail. Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and
those who provide services to this population deserve a modem facility designed for the purpose of
rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency. The new Justice and Transition Center will provide:
•
greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as
providing cost savings;
the opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in a light-filled and safe environment that is
•
more conducive to positive behavioral change; and
•
the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential
to decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses (ex .
transitional housing).

—

These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resulting in annual operational savings of nearly
$4.1 million. Cost-savings primarily come in the form of the reductions to required staff and increases in the
inmate to correctional officer ratio resulting from efficient design elements on the planned facility. The capital
costs are an investment in future annualized operational savings allowing us to save money and focus spending
in other areas. Additionally, ending the Justice and Transition Center project would require significant
investment in the current jail facility, specifically the 1995 and 1984 sections. Further, with $60 million already
bonded for the project, over $3 million in debt service will still need to be paid annually.
l

;l

Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020. The legislation significantly
impacted the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County Jail. Additionally,
before the implementation of the 2019 criminal justice reform, Dutchess County had reduced our jail population
by 30 percent over a five year period through initiatives designed to divert lower risk and/or mentally ill
defendants from jail, including building our Stabilization Center; providing Crisis Intervention Training (CIT)
to law enforcement; and utilizing a sophisticated array of evidenced-based pretrial diversion practices as
alternatives to incarceration (ATIs). This work has become the model for many of the counties of which you
write about. Given these factors, the design of the new Justice and Transition Center was reduced by over 200
beds.
We recognize the changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only a legal
obligation, but a moral one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing
incarcerated individuals and providing rehabilitative programming shown to reduce recidivism and improve
outcomes. The Justice and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing millions in annualized
cost savings.
I appreciate your interest in this topic, and I hope I have addressed some, if not all, of your concerns.

Marcus J. Molinaro
Dutchess County Executive
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845-486-2000 phone
845-486-2021 fax
Email: countyexec@dutchessny.gov

www.dutchessny.gov

Original Message
From: Sofia Villalon <sof.villalon@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, July 6, 2020 1:02 PM
To: countyexec <countyexec@dutchessny.gov>; County Legislators <CountyLegislators@dutchessny.gov>;
Morris, Carolyn <cmorris@dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Stop the $200 Million Jail Now!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.
Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:
My name is Sofia Villalon. I have lived here my whole life and have seen this county grow in both beautiful and
ugly ways . Beautiful in that we honor our agricultural stewards who are providing us with nutrition from the
land we sleep on. But ugly because I think about already the plethora of jails/prisons/detention centers I can
count on 2 hands. Today, I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call for the
Legislature to drop its plans for a new jail. The jail would be the most expensive capital project the County has
ever undertaken, costing more than all other county' capital spending combined, with bond repayment extending
into the 2040s. How does this makes sense as mists the chaos Covid has wrecked on our local economy, the
county's financial situation is dire the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid

—
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arrives, the county will need to borrow later this year to cover basic operations. Layoffs and cuts to essential
services seem inevitable.
This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities .
Invest in our SCHOOLS in our COMMUNITIES. Invest in our communities, period. Not for more detention
centers. For example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that
alcoholism and mental health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on
these services, as well as on much needed youth programs.

-

Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York's bail and discovery reform laws have
dramatically reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago, over
400). More people charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction
and mental-health diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into homeless
shelters and expand alternatives to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and reimagine public
safety.

For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July:
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of
part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.
Respectfully submitted,

-Sofia Villalon
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Hussing, Laura
Morris, Carolyn on behalf of CountyLegisiature
Tuesday, July 7, 2020 11:07 AM
Wager, Leigh
Hussing, Laura
FW: NO to the Dutchess County Jail Project

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:

UPLOAD

Carolyn Morris
Clerk
Dutchess County Legislature
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, New York 12601
Tel: (845) 486-2100 • Fax: (845) 486-2113

OFFICIAL AMERICAN FLAG DISPOSAL SITE

Visit us on

Facebook

From: countyexec <countyexec @ dutchessny.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, July 7, 2020 10:52 AM
To: Annie Brancky < abrancky @ gmail.com>; CountyLegisiature <CountyLegislature @ dutchessny.gov>
Subject: RE: NO to the Dutchess County Jail Project

Dear Anne,

Thank you for your email. Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains our
priority. The County has heavily invested in access to mental health services with the building of the Stabilization Center,
a 24/7 walk-in facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive crisis counseling, mental health
assessments, and peer advocacy. In addition to the Stabilization Center, the Department of Behavioral and Community
Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including our call or text service HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis Intervention
Team, which can go directly into the community to aid individuals in crisis.
The County partners with local school districts to incorporate Second Step, a social-emotional learning program that
focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem-solving, and substance-abuse prevention all of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have also dedicated resources
1

to family stability by increasing family-based foster care placements, offering parent coaching, and providing homevisiting to high- risk families. A strong, stable, and reliable family structure supports positive social-emotional

development and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration.
Additionally, we remain committed to our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical components, needed
resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability, security, and success, in 2019 the County
began implementing the first set of initiatives, including a Foster Care Mentoring program and expanding youth
employment programs beyond the summer . We have also supported the youth services through our Agency Partner
Grant. Over the past eight years, over $7 million has been allocated to critical programs and services in ourcommunity
through this program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth programs - anti-bullying, workforce development,
literacy, and more.
These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to support young people
and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system. However, Section 217 of the New York State County Law still
mandates that a county maintain a jail. Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and those who provide
services to this population deserve a modern facility designed for the purpose of rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency.
The new Justice and Transition Center will provide:
• greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as providing cost
savings;
opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in a light-filled and safe environment that is more
the
•
conducive to positive behavioral change; and
• the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential to
decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses (ex.
transitional housing).

These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resulting in annual operational savings of nearly $4.1
million. Cost-savings primarily come in the form of the reductions to required staff and increases in the inmate to
correctional officer ratio resulting from efficient design elements on the planned facility. The capital costs are an
investment in future annualized operational savings allowing us to save money and focus spending in other areas.
Additionally, ending the Justice and Transition Center project would require significant investment in the current jail
facility, specifically the 1995 and 1984 sections. Further, with $60 million already bonded for the project, over $ 3 million
in debt service will still need to be paid annually.
Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020. The legislation significantly impacted
the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County Jail. Additionally, before the
implementation of the 2019 criminal justice reform, Dutchess County had reduced our jail population by 30 percent over
a five year period through initiatives designed to divert lower risk and/ or mentally ill defendants from jaii, including
building our Stabilization Center; providing Crisis Intervention Training (C!T) to law enforcement; and utilizing a
sophisticated array of evidenced-based pretrial diversion practices as alternatives to incarceration ( ATIs). This work has
become the model for many of the counties of which you write about. Given these factors, the design of the new Justice
and Transition Center was reduced by over 200 beds.
We recognize the changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only a legal
obligation, but a moral one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing incarcerated
individuals and providing rehabilitative programming shown to reduce recidivism and improve outcomes. The Justice
and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing millions in annualized cost savings.
I appreciate your interest in this topic, and I hope I have addressed some, if not all, of your concerns.

Marcus J. Molinaro
Dutchess County Executive
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845-486-2000 phone
845-486-2021 fax
Email : countyexec (5) dutchessnv.gov
2
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From: Annie Brancky <abrancky @ gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, July 6, 2020 1:10 PM
To: countyexec <countvexec (5) dutchessnv.gov>: CountyLegisiature <CountvLegislature @ dutchessnv.gov>
Subject: NO to the Dutchess County Jait Project

ATTEN TION : This email came from an external source, Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

.

Dear Mr Moiinaro and the Dutchess County Legislature,

I am writing to urge you to redirect funds allocated for a jail expansion project in Dutchess County. The very last thing
we need in our county is another jail. I do not want my tax money funding imprisonment and exploitation. I do not
believe in prisons, I do not believe in profiting off of incarceration, and I certainly do not believe in going into debt to
incarcerate individuals

.

This county needs to see investment in and commitment to the people who live here. Our libraries need to be brought
up to date. We need sidewalks and trails to be able to safely access and enjoy the outdoors We need a park district to
energize and involve local kids and teens. We need investment in schools We need mental health resources for

.

residents.
We need spaces for people to grow and thrive. Not to be imprisoned.
We do not need another jail.

Thank you.
Anne Brancky
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Hussing, Laura
Morris, Carolyn
Monday, July 6, 2020 2:00 PM
Wager, Leigh
Hussing, Laura
FW: Public Comment
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From: Lauren Foster <l.w.fosterl8 @ gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, July 6, 2020 2:00 PM
To: Morris, Carolyn <cmorris@ dutchessny.gov>
Cc: County Legislators <CountyLegislators@ dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Public Comment
ATTENTION.: This email came from an external source: Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
,

Hello,
I am a resident of Pawling, NY, and I am writing about the potential county jail expansion in Dutchess County. With the
decrease in prison population over the last few years, this expansion does not seem to be a beneficial allocation of
resources forthe county. Rather, the county should consider investing more resources in health and mental health
services, education, and youth programs, which should be priorities for spending.

Thank you.
l

Hussing, Laura
Morris, Carolyn
Monday, July 6, 2020 2:03 PM
Wager, Leigh
Hussing, Laura
FW: Public Comment
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From: Morris, Carolyn
Sent: Monday, July 6, 2020 2:03 PM
To: CountyLegisiature <CountyLegislature @ dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Public Comment

Good afternoon:
Lisa Reticker called to oppose the expansion of the jail. She would
prefer that the money be allocated for mental health.
Carolyn Morris
Clerk
I

Dutchess County Legislature
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, New York 12601
Tel: (845) 486*2100 * Fax: (845) 486-2113
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Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Ruby Rodgers <cakeonthemoon@ icloud.com >
Monday, July 6, 2020 2:35 PM
countyexec; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
Stop the building of the new county jail

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails .
County Executive Molinaro and county legislators:

I am writing to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for a new multimillion dollar jail. The jail would be the
singular most expensive capital project the County has undertaken, and would cost more than all other county
capital spending COMBINED, with bond repayment extending well into the 2040s. After Covid, our financial
situation is dire and our fund balance is being quickly depleted . Unless direct federal aid arrives, the county will
need to borrow later this year to cover basic operations. Layoffs and cuts to essential services seem inevitable.
This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities.
For example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism
and mental health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these services,
as well as on much-needed youth programs.
As a member of our country’s youth, and a person who goes to school down the street from Beacon’s county
jail, I am appalled that we are planning to funnel millions of dollars into a new, and frankly unnecessary, jail
when the education system is suffering so much. Coming out of Covid, the schools, the kids, and their families
need so much support. Food insecurity, declining mental health, and difficult home situations need to be
addressed. On top of that, the school system here is just getting back on its feet, and as someone who
participates with it on a daily basis over the school year, I -can tell you that I have very little confidence it will be
able to bounce back in its current state. As the people with the power over money, and therefore the people it
effects, I am asking that you use the power responsibly and help the people in your county that are hurting.
Channel that money into education, channel that money into mental health, channel that money into youth
programs, and stop the building of the jail.
Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York's bail and discovery reform laws have
dramatically reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago, over
400). More people charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction
and mental-health diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into homeless
shelters and expand alternatives to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and reimagine public
safety.

For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July:
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of
part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.
Respectfully submitted,
l

Ruby Rodgers (15)
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Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:

countyexec

Subject:

Tuesday, July 7, 2020 10:30 AM
martoraj; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
RE: Stop the $ 200 Million Jail Now!

Dear Joan,

Thank you for your email. Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains our
priority. The County has heavily invested in access to mental health services with the building of the Stabilization Center,
a 24/7 walk-in facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive crisis counseling, mental health
assessments, and peer advocacy. In addition to the Stabilization Center, the Department of Behavioral and Community
Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including our call or text service HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis Intervention
Team, which can go directly into the community to aid individuals in crisis.
The County partners with local school districts to incorporate Second Step, a social-emotional learning program that
focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem-solving, and substance-abuse prevention all of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have also dedicated resources
to family stability by increasing family-based foster care placements, offering parent coaching, and providing homevisiting to high-risk families. A strong, stable, and reliable family structure supports positive social-emotional
development and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration.
Additionally, we remain committed to our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical components, needed
resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability, security, and success. In 2019 the County
began implementing the first set of initiatives, including a Foster Care Mentoring program and expanding youth
employment programs beyond the summer. We have also supported the youth services through our Agency Partner
Grant. Over the past eight years, over $7 million has been allocated to critical programs and services in our community
through this program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth programs - anti-bullying, workforce development,
literacy, and more.
These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to support young people
and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system. However, Section 217 of the NewYork State County Law still
mandates that a county maintain a jail. Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and those who provide
services to this population deserve a modern facility designed for the purpose of rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency.
The new Justice and Transition Center will provide:
• greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as providing cost

•

•

savings;
the opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in a light-filled and safe environment that is more
conducive to positive behavioral change; and
the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential to
decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses (ex.
transitional housing).

These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resulting in annual operational savings of nearly $4.1
million. Cost-savings primarily come in the form of the reductions to required staff and increases in the inmate to
correctional officer ratio resulting from efficient design elements on the planned facility. The capital costs are an
investment in future annualized operational savings allowing us to save money and focus spending in other areas.
Additionally, ending the Justice and Transition Center project would require significant investment in the current jail
facility, specifically the 1995 and 1984 sections. Further, with $60 million already bonded for the project, over $ 3 million
in debt service will still need to be paid annually.
Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020. The legislation significantly impacted
the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County Jail. Additionally, before the
l

implementation of the 2019 criminal justice reform, Dutchess County had reduced our jail population by 30 percent over
a five year period through initiatives designed to divert lower risk and/or mentally ill defendants from jail, including
building our Stabilization Center; providing Crisis Intervention Training (CIT) to law enforcement; and utilizing a
sophisticated array of evidenced-based pretrial diversion practices as alternatives to incarceration ( ATIs). This work has
become the model for many of the counties of which you write about. Given these factors, the design of the new Justice
and Transition Center was reduced by over 200 beds.
We recognize the changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only a legal
obligation, but a moral one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing incarcerated
individuals and providing rehabilitative programming shown to reduce recidivism and improve outcomes. The Justice
and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing millions in annualized cost savings.
I appreciate your interest in this topic, and I hope I have addressed some, if not all, of your concerns.

Marcus J. Molinaro
Dutchess County Executive
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845- 486-2000 phone
845 -486-2021 fax
Email: countyexec (5) dutchessnv.gov

.

www.dutchessny gov

From: martoraj <martoraj@ gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, July 6, 2020 2:57 PM
To: countyexec < countyexec @ dutchessny.gov>; County Legislators <CountyLegisiators@ dutchessny.gov>; Morris,
Carolyn <cmorris @ dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Stop the $200 Million Jail Now!

ATTENTIONSThis email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links fimm unknown senders or
.

-

- unexpected

I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for a new jail.
The jail would be the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more than all other county
capital spending combined, with bond repayment extending into the 2040s. Post-Covid, the county' s financial situation
is dire the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid arrives, the county will need to borrow
later this year to cover basic operations. Layoffs and cuts to essential services seem inevitable.

—

This isthe worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities. For
example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism and mental
health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these services, as well as on muchneeded youth programs.

Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York' s bail and discovery reform laws have dramatically
reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jail population ( around 130 now; two years ago, over 400). More people
charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction and mental-health
2

diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into homeless shelters and expand alternatives
to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and reimagine public safety.

For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July:
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of part of
the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.

Respectfully submitted,

Joan Martorano
Beacon, NY
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Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

countyexec

Tuesday, July 7, 2020 10:29 AM
Kara Dean-Assael; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
RE: Stop the $ 200 Million Jail Now!

Dear Kara,
Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains our priority. The County has
heavily invested in access to mental health services with the building of the Stabilization Center, a 24/7 walk-in
facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive crisis counseling, mental health
assessments, and peer advocacy. In addition to the Stabilization Center, the Department of Behavioral and
Community Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including our call or text service HELPLINE and our
Mobile Crisis Intervention Team, which can go directly into the community to aid individuals in crisis.
The County partners with local school districts to incorporate Second Step, a social-emotional learning program
that focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem-solving, and substance-abuse
prevention - all of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have
also dedicated resources to family stability by increasing family-based foster care placements, offering parent
coaching, and providing home-visiting to high-risk families. A strong, stable, and reliable family structure
supports positive social-emotional development and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration.
Additionally, we remain committed to our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical components,
needed resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability, security, and success. In
2019 the County began implementing the first set of initiatives, including a Foster Care Mentoring program and
expanding youth employment programs beyond the summer. We have also supported the youth services
through our Agency Partner Grant. Over the past eight years, over $7 million has been allocated to critical
programs and services in our community through this program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth
programs - anti-bullying, workforce development, literacy, and more.
These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to support young
people and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system. However, Section 217 of the New York State
County Law still mandates that a county maintain a jail. Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and
those who provide services to this population deserve a modem facility designed for the purpose of
rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency. The new Justice and Transition Center will provide:
greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as
•
providing cost savings;
the opportunity -to deliver more and better programming, in a light-filled and safe environment that is
•
more conducive to positive behavioral change; and
•
the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential
to decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses (ex.
transitional housing).
These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resulting in annual operational savings of nearly
$4.1 million. Cost-savings primarily come in the form of the reductions to required staff and increases in the
inmate to correctional officer ratio resulting from efficient design elements on the planned facility. The capital
costs are an investment in future annualized operational savings allowing us to save money and focus spending
in other areas. Additionally, ending the Justice and Transition Center project would require significant
investment in the current jail facility, specifically the 1995 and 1984 sections. Further, with $60 million already
bonded for the project, over $3 million in debt service will still need to be paid annually.
Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020. The legislation significantly
impacted the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County Jail. Additionally,
i

;
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before the implementation of the 2019 criminal justice reform, Dutchess County had reduced our jail population
by 30 percent over a five year period through initiatives designed to divert lower risk and/or mentally ill
defendants from jail, including building our Stabilization Center; providing Crisis Intervention Training (CIT)
to law enforcement; and utilizing a sophisticated array of evidenced-based pretrial diversion practices as
alternatives to incarceration (ATIs). This work has become the model for many of the counties of which you
write about. Given these factors, the design of the new Justice and Transition Center was reduced by over 200
beds.
We recognize the changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only a legal
obligation, but a moral one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing
incarcerated individuals and providing rehabilitative programming shown to reduce recidivism and improve
outcomes. The Justice and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing millions in annualized
cost savings.
I appreciate your interest in this topic, and I hope I have addressed some, if not all, of your concerns.
Marcus J. Molinaro
Dutchess County Executive
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845-486-2000 phone
845-486-2021 fax
Email: countyexec@dutchessny.gov

www.dutchessny.gov

Original Message
From: Kara Dean-Assael <kda260@nyu.edu>
Sent: Monday , July 6, 2020 3:17 PM
To: countyexec <countyexec@dutchessny.gov>; County Legislators <CountyLegislators@dutchessny.gov>;
Morris, Carolyn <cmorris@dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Stop the $200 Million Jail Now!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.
Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:
I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for
a new jail. The jail would be the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more
than all other county capital spending combined, with bond repayment extending into the 2040s. Post-Covid,
the county's financial situation is dire—the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid
arrives, the county will need to borrow later this year to cover basic operations. Layoffs and cuts to essential
services seem inevitable.
This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities.
For example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid -19 pandemic, and that alcoholism
2

and mental health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these services,
as well as on much-needed youth programs.

Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York's bail and discovery reform laws have
dramatically reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago, over
400). More people charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction
and mental-health diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into homeless
shelters and expand alternatives to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and reimagine public
safety.

For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July:
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of
part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.
Respectfully submitted,

All my best,
Kara Marie Dean-Assael, DSW , LMSW
The McSilver Institute for Poverty Policy and Research Silver School of Social Work, New York University
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Hussing, Laura
Morris, Carolyn on behalf of CountyLegislature
Tuesday, July 7, 2020 7:16 AM
Wager, Leigh
Hussing, Laura
fW: Public Comment

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Upload, print

Carolyn Morris
Clerk
Dutchess County Legislature
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, New York 12601
Tel: (845) 486-2100 • Fax: (845) 486-2113

OFFICIAL AMERICAN FLAG DISPOSAL SITE
Visit us on

Facebook

From: Martin D Fowler <martindfowler @ gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, July 6, 2020 4:16 PM
To: CountyLegislature <CountyLegislature @ dutchessny.gov>
Cc: Morris, Carolyn < cmorris@ dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Public Comment

.

: ATTENTION: This email came from an external source Do not open attachments or

click on linksfrom unknown senders or
@5$

Thank you for taking the time to read my comment. My name is Martin- Fowler — I live in Beacon.

First off, the creation of a new jail in this County and community is unnecessary and unconscionable. That it was
approved at all was inappropriate and an incredibly poor use of community tax dollars, to begin with. However, I
understand it was approved at a different time and moment.
At this moment, we 've got an awakening happening in this world, in this country, and in this community, and we 've
realized, among many racial issues affecting our community today, that extending carceral systems is not the way
l

forward. We’ve instituted statewide bail reform signaling as much. We should be reducing the prison population, not
increasing it, and certainly not incentivizing its increase through new construction.
With the very high visibility of police brutality today, the lack of safety that incarcerated persons face in this COVID
epidemic and otherwise, and the full weight of the phrase, " Black Lives Matter," strikinga chord of understanding in the
population like it never has before, this is a particularly tone-deaf time to voice support for something as blatantly antiBlack, anti-poor, and cruel as expanding the jail system.
As much as those elements concern me, I also cannot stress enough how ridiculous the idea is of spending $132 million+
dollars on something so blatantly unnecessary as this new jail, when the tax income of the County has been so heavily
hit by COVID, and the County's ability to maintain evenrthe most basic funding of actual County-wide necessities and
priorities is already in jeopardy. That said, the money from this bond could go to far better use enriching the community
and helping everyone live full, safe, and comfortable lives in this County NOT by imprisoning more of this community.

—

I vehemently urge you to rescind this bond appropriation immediately.

Thank you again for your time.
Best,
Martin

415, 497.9840
@manindfovsler

maitindfowier \ \ dot \ \ com
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Hussing, Laura
Morris, Carolyn on behalf of Countylegislature
Tuesday, July 7, 2020 7:15 AM
Wager, Leigh
Hussing, Laura
FW: Objection to the new jail to be built this September.

From:

Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Upload, Leigh please print add to Laura's packet on her desk.

@

Carolyn Morris
Clerk
Dutchess County Legislature
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, New York 12601
Tel: (845) 486-2100 • Fax: (845) 486-2113

OFFICIAL AMERICAN FLAG DISPOSAL SITE

Visit us on

Facebook

From: Nicole Brinkley <nebrinkley @ gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, July 6, 2020 4:23 PM
To: CountyLegislature <CountyLegislature @ dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Objection to the new jail to be built this September .
ATTENTION: This email come from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
TY Y Y Y
unexpected emails.
.
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To the Dutchess County Legislature,
My name is Nicole Brinkley and I am a life-long resident of Dutchess County. I am writing to object to
the county's plans to build a new jail this September.

The plan for this jail would cost over $132 million dollars—an unprecedented expense for a capital
project in our county in the best of times, nevermind during a literal pandemic. The expense of this
project would throw Dutchess County into a deep debt for the next 2 decades, with the interest of
1

this debt accruing millions of dollars in additional cost during these next 2 decades. And for what?
Jails doesn't fix most problems.

Education and better resources for our most vulnerable populations do.
These funds need to be reallocated to mental health, addiction, and education services, and to the
aid of homeless members of our community. Our county's focus should not be on building a new jail
and continuing to engage in a carceral system that stems directly from the historical enslavement of
Black individuals, a system that perpetuates violence, dehumanization, and racism towards Black
individuals and communities. (Communities currently disproportionately affected by COVID-19!)
I object to the construction of this jail for both economic and moral reasons. Any theoretical profit
made by Dutchess County from the completion of this jail would be the county directly benefiting
from institutional racism, carceral punishment, and the system of exploited labor of incarcerated
individuals. Dutchess County is better than slave labor.

Questions to be considered before funding the jail, and to where this money would be better used,
include:
*

*
*

.

Why is homelessness increasing in Dutchess County? How are you going to decrease
homelessness? (There was an 18% increase from 2018 to 2019.)
How are you going to decrease addiction overdose related deaths in Dutchess County? (There
have been 379 reported over the last 5 years.)
Why has the county budget for health & mental health resources decreased over the past
several years?
Why has the county budget for youth programs decreased over the past several years?

I urge you to focus on these deeply human needs before putting our county in debt with the
construction of this new jail.

Thank you for your time. I look forward to seeing you do the right thing in regards to funding this jail
and supporting our communities.
Best,

Nicole

current resident of Rhinebeck, NY & life-long Dutchess County resident
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Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

countyexec
Tuesday, July 7, 2020 10:24 AM
Caitlin Weiner; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
RE: Stop the $ 200 Million Jail Now!

Dear Caitlin,
Thank you for your email. Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains
our priority. The County has heavily invested in access to mental health services with the building of the
Stabilization Center, a 24/7 walk-in facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive
crisis counseling, mental health assessments, and peer advocacy. In addition to the Stabilization Center, the
Department of Behavioral and Community Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including our call or text
service HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis Intervention Team, which can go directly into the community to aid
individuals in crisis.
The County partners with local school districts to incorporate Second Step, a social-emotional learning program
that focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem-solving, and substance-abuse
prevention - all of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have
also dedicated resources to family stability by increasing family-based foster care placements, offering parent
coaching, and providing home-visiting to high risk families. A strong, stable, and reliable family structure
supports positive social-emotional development and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration.
Additionally, we remain committed to our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical components,
needed resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability, security, and success. In
2019 the County began implementing thefirst set of initiatives, including a Foster Care Mentoring program and
expanding youth employment programs beyond the summer. We have also supported the youth services
through our Agency Partner Grant. Over the past eight years, over $7 million has been allocated to critical
programs and services in our community through this program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth
programs - anti-bullying, workforce development, literacy, and more.
These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to support young
people and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system. However, Section 217 of the New York State
County Law still mandates that a county maintain a jail. Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and
those who provide services to this population deserve a modem facility designed for the purpose of
rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency. The new Justice and Transition Center will provide:
greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as
•
providing cost savings;
the opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in a light-filled and safe environment that is
•
more conducive to positive behavioral change; and
the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential
•
to decommission ureas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses (ex.
transitional housing).

-

These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resulting in annual operational savings of nearly
$4.1 million. Cost-savings primarily come in the form of the reductions to required staff and increases in the
inmate to correctional officer ratio resulting from efficient design elements on the planned facility. The capital
costs are an investment in future annualized operational savings allowing us to save money and focus spending
in other areas. Additionally, ending the Justice and Transition Center project would require significant
investment in the current jail facility, specifically the 1995 and 1984 sections. Further, with $60 million already
bonded for the project, over $3 million in debt service will still need to be paid annually.
l

Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020. The legislation significantly
impacted the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County Jail. Additionally,
before the implementation of the 2019 criminal justice reform, Dutchess County had reduced our jail population
by 30 percent over a five year period through initiatives designed to divert lower risk and/or mentally ill
defendants from jail, including building our Stabilization Center; providing Crisis Intervention Training (CIT)
to law enforcement; and utilizing a sophisticated array of evidenced-based pretrial diversion practices as
alternatives to incarceration (ATIs). This work has become the model for many of the counties of which you
write about. Given these factors, the design of the new Justice and Transition Center was reduced by over 200
beds.
We recognize the changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only a legal
obligation, but a moral one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing
incarcerated individuals and providing rehabilitative programming shown to reduce recidivism and improve
outcomes . The Justice and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing millions in annualized
cost savings.
I appreciate your interest in this topic, and I hope I have addressed some, if not all, of your concerns.

Marcus J. Molinaro
Dutchess County Executive
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845-486-2000 phone
845-486-2021 fax
Email: countyexec@dutchessny.gov

www.dutchessny.gov

Original Message
From: Caitlin Weiner <cweinerr@icloud.com>
Sent: Monday, July 6, 2020 4:29 PM
To: countyexec <countyexec@dutchessny.gov>; County Legislators <CountyLegislators@dutchessny.gov>;
Morris, Carolyn <cmorris@dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Stop the $200 Million Jail Now!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.
Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:

I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for
a new jail. The jail would be the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more
than all other county capital spending combined, with bond repayment extending into the 2040s. Post-Covid,
the county's financial situation is dire -the fund balance is being quickly depleted , and unless direct federal aid
arrives, the county will need to borrow later this year to cover basic operations. Layoffs and cuts to essential
services seem inevitable.

—

This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities.
For example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism
and mental health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these services,
as well as on much-needed youth programs.
2

Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York's bail and discovery reform laws have
dramatically reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago, over
400). More people charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction
and mental-health diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into homeless
shelters and expand alternatives to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and reimagine public
safety.
For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July:
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of
part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.
Respectfully submitted,

i

i;

Caitlin Weiner
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Hussing, Laura
From:

Sent:
To:

Subject:

countyexec
Tuesday, July 7, 2020 10:22 AM
Eva Woods; Morris, Carolyn; County Legislators
RE: Stop the $ 200 Million Jail Now!

Dear Eva,

Thank you for your email. Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains our
priority. The County has heavily invested in access to mental health services with the building of the Stabilization Center,
a 24/7 walk-in facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive crisis counseling, mental health
assessments, and peer advocacy. In addition to the Stabilization Center, the Department of Behavioral and Community
Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including our call or text service HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis Intervention
Team, which can go directly into the community to aid individuals in crisis.
The County partners with local school districts to incorporate Second Step, a social-emotional learning program that
focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem-solving, and substance-abuse prevention all of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have also dedicated resources
to family stability by increasing family -based foster care placements, offering parent coaching, and providing homevisiting to high-risk families. A strong, stable, and reliable family structure supports positive social-emotional
development and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration.
Additionally, we remain committed to our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical components, needed
resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability, security, and success. In 2019 the County
began implementing the first set of initiatives, including a Foster Care Mentoring program and expanding youth
employment programs beyond the summer. We have also supported the youth services through our Agency Partner
Grant. Over the past eight years, over $ 7 million has been allocated to critical programs and services in our community
through this program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth programs - anti-bullying, workforce development,
literacy, and more.
These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to support young people
and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system. However, Section 217 of the New York State County Law still
mandates that a county maintain a jail. Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and those who provide
services to this population deserve a modern facility designed for the purpose of rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency.
The new Justice and Transition Center will provide:
• greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as providing cost
savings;
• the opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in^ light-filled and safe environment that is more
conducive to positive behavioral change; and
flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential to
the
•
decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses ( ex.
transitional housing).
,

These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resulting in annual operational savings of nearly $4.1
million. Cost -savings primarily come in the form of the reductions to required staff and increases in the inmate to
correctional officer ratio resulting from efficient design elements on the planned facility. The capital costs are an
investment in future annualized operational savings allowing us to save money and focus spending in other areas.
Additionally, ending the Justice and Transition Center project would require significant investment in the current jail
facility, specifically the 1995 and 1984 sections. Further, with $60 million already bonded for the project, over $3 million
in debt service will still need to be paid annually.
Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020. The legislation significantly impacted
the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County Jail. Additionally, before the
l

implementation of the 2019 criminal justice reform, Dutchess County had reduced our jail population by 30 percent over
a five year period through initiatives designed to divert lower risk and/or mentally ill defendants from jail, including
building our Stabilization Center; providing Crisis Intervention Training ( CIT) to law enforcement; and utilizing a
sophisticated array of evidenced-based pretrial diversion practices as alternatives to incarceration ( ATIs ). This work has
become the model for many of the counties of which you write about. Given these factors, the design of the new Justice
and Transition Center was reduced by over 200 beds.
We recognize the changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only a legal
obligation, but a moral one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing incarcerated
individuals and providing rehabilitative programming shown to reduce recidivism and improve outcomes. The Justice
and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing millions in annualized cost savings.
I appreciate your interest in this topic, and 1 hope I have addressed some, if not all, of your concerns.

:

Marcus J . Moiinaro
Dutchess County Executive
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845-486-2000 phone
845-486-2021 fax

Email:

.

countyexec (5) dutchessnv gov
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From: Eva Woods <evwoods @vassar .edu>
Sent: Monday, July 6, 2020 4:44 PM
To: countyexec <countyexec @ dutchessny.gov>; Morris, Carolyn <cmorris @ dutchessny.gov>; County Legislators
<CountyLegislators (5> dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Stop the $200 Million Jail Now !

:
!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or

ators and County Executive Moiinaro: i am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in
Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for a new jail. The jail would be the most expensive capital
project the County has ever undertaken, costing more than all other county capital spending combined, with bond
repayment extending into the 2040s. Post-Covid, the county 's financial situation is dire — the fund balance is being
quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid arrives, the county will need to borrow later this year to cover basic
operations. Layoffs and cuts to essential services seem inevitable. This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in
a new jail and dwert money from other urgent priorities. For example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply
amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism and mental health needs are also on the rise. Yet^ the current budget
has reduced in spending on these services, as well as on much-needed youth programs. Moreover, the need for a new
-

.

jail is no longer there New York 's bail and discovery reform laws have dramatically reduced pretrial incarceration and
thus the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago, over 400) . More people charged with misdemeanors are being
diverted to community-based treatment for addiction and mental-health diagnoses. Other New York counties are
making plans to convert jail cells into homeless shelters and expand alternatives to incarceration. Dutchess County
should join their ranks and reimagine public safety. For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus
has submitted for consideration in July: * rescind the remaining portion of the legislature 's 2017 bond appropriation for
2
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Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

m

Lauren Giacalone < igiaca7@ gmarl.com >
Monday, July 6, 2020 4:55 PM
countyexec; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
Stop the $ 200 Million Jail Now!

ATTENTION : This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on tinks from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.
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Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:
I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for a new jail.
The jail would be the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more than all other county
capital spending combined, with bond repayment extending into the 2040s. Post-Covid, the county’s financial situation
is dire — the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid arrives, the county will need to borrow
later this year to cover basic operations. Layoffs and cuts to essential services seem inevitable.

This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities. For
example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism and mental
health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these services, as well as on muchneeded youth programs.
Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York ' s bail and discovery reform laws have dramatically
reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jail population ( around 130 now; two years ago, over 400). More people
charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community -based treatment for addiction and mental-health
diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into homeless shelters and expand alternatives
to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and reimagine public safety.

For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July :
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of part of
the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.

Respectfully submitted,
Lauren Giacalone
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Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

countyexec
Tuesday, July 7, 2020 10:23 AM
Susan Walsh; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
RE: Stop the $ 200 Million Jail Now!

Dear Susan,

Thank you for your email. Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains
our priority. The County has heavily invested in access to mental health services with the building of the
Stabilization Center, a 24/7 walk-in facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive
crisis counseling, mental health assessments, and peer advocacy. In addition to the Stabilization Center, the
Department of Behavioral and Community Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including our call or text
service HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis Intervention Team, which can go directly into the community to aid
individuals in crisis.
The County partners with local school districts to incorporate Second Step, a social-emotional learning program
that focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem-solving, and substance-abuse
prevention - all of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have
also dedicated resources to family stability by increasing family-based foster care placements, offering parent
coaching, and providing home-visiting to high-risk families. A strong, stable, and reliable family structure
supports positive social-emotional development and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration.
Additionally, we remain committed to our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the -critical components,
needed resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability, security, and success. In
2019 the County began implementing the first set of initiatives, including a Foster Care Mentoring program and
expanding youth employment programs beyond the summer. We have also supported the youth services
through our Agency Partner Grant. Over the past eight years, over $7 million has been allocated to critical
programs and services in our community through this program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth
programs - anti-bullying, workforce development, literacy, and more.
These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to support young
people and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system. However, Section 217 of the New York State
County Law still mandates that a county maintain a jail. Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and
those who provide services to this population deserve a modem facility designed for the purpose of
rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency. The new Justice and Transition Center will provide:
greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as
•
providing cost savings;
the opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in a light-filled and safe environment that is
•
more conducive to positive behavioral change; and
the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential
to decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses (ex.
transitional housing).
These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resulting in annual operational savings of nearly
$4.1 million. Cost-savings primarily come in the form of the reductions to required staff and increases in the
inmate to correctional officer ratio resulting from efficient design elements on the planned facility . The capital
costs are an investment in future annualized operational savings allowing us to save money and focus spending
in other areas. Additionally, ending the Justice and Transition Center- project would require significant
investment in the current jail facility, specifically the 1995 and 1984 sections . Further, with $60 million already
bonded for the project, over $3 million in debt service will still need to be paid annually.
l
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Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020. The legislation significantly
impacted the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County Jail. Additionally,
before the implementation of the 2019 criminal justice reform, Dutchess County had reduced our jail population
by 30 percent over a five year period through initiatives designed to divert lower risk and/or mentally ill
defendants from jail, including building our Stabilization Center; providing Crisis Intervention Training (CIT)
to law enforcement; and utilizing a sophisticated array of evidenced-based pretrial diversion practices as
alternatives to incarceration (ATIs). This work has become the model for many of the counties of which you
write about. Given these factors, the design of the new Justice and Transition Center was reduced by over 200
beds.
We recognize the changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only a legal
obligation, but a moral one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing
incarcerated individuals and providing rehabilitative programming shown to reduce recidivism and improve
outcomes. The Justice and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing millions in annualized
cost savings.
I appreciate your interest in this topic, and I hope I have addressed some, if not all, of your concerns.
-

Marcus J. Molinaro
Dutchess County Executive
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845-486-2000 phone
845-486-2021 fax
Email: countyexec@dutchessny.gov

www.dutchessny.gov

Original Message
From: Susan Walsh <susanwalsh7@gmail. com>
Sent: Monday, July 6, 2020 6:05 PM
To: countyexec <countyexec@dutchessny.gov>; County Legislators <CountyLegislators@dutchessny . gov>;
Morris, Carolyn <cmorris@dutchessny . gov>
Subject: Stop the $200 Million Jail Now!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.
Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:

I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for
a new jail . The jail would be the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more
than all other county capital spending combined, with bond repayment extending into the 2040s. Post-Covid,
the county’s financial situation is dire—the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid
arrives, the county will need to borrow later this year to cover basic operations . Layoffs and cuts to essential
services seem inevitable.
This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities.
For example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism
2

and mental health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these services,
as well as on much-needed youth programs.

Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York's bail and discovery reform laws have
dramatically reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago, over
400). More people charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction
and mental-health diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into homeless
shelters and expand alternatives to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and reimagine public
safety.

For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July:
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of
part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.
Respectfully submitted ,
Susan Walsh

3

Hussing, Laura
Morris, Carolyn
Tuesday, July 7, 2020 10:57 AM
Wacjer, Leigh
Hussing, Laura
FW: Bond for New Dutchess County Jail

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

i
:
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Carolyn Morris
Clerk
Dutchess County Legislature

I

22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, New York 12601
Tel: (845) 486-2100 • Fax: (845) 486-2113
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From: Walter Brett <lawzil@ verizon.net>
Sent: Monday, July 6, 2020 6:58 PM
To: Morris, Carolyn < cmorris @ dutchessny.gov>
Cc: Houston, Deirdre <dhouston@ dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Bond for New Dutchess County Jail
ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or

unexpected emails
Dear Ms. Morris

iSS*

'

I'm writing to you to ask you to forward my concerns about a new Dutchess County Jail to the legislators having
responsibility for the jail bond issue.
The bond issue means that Dutchess County residents will be responsible for paying for this new jail. It seems like a lot of
money. My question is: Can the current jail be renovated to the new NYS standards and also given the suspension of bail
for for many misdemeanors, can the jail be scaled back further to house fewer inmates?

1

In any case, I urge the committee responsible for the jail bond to rescind that bond. In addition, I ask that legislators
consider improvements to education, affordable housing, job training and treatment of drug addiction and mental health
issues. These are all issues that can put a person in jeopardy of ending up in jail and with a mark against them (jail time)
that can ruin their life for the rest of their days.
-

Thank you for hearing my concerns.

Sincerely,

Walter Brett
630 Smithfield Valley Road
Amenia, NY 12501
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Hussing, Laura
Morris, Carolyn
Tuesday, July 7, 2020 10:57 AM
Wager, Leigh
Hussing, Laura
FW: Public Comment
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Carolyn Morris
Clerk
Dutchess County Legislature
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, New York 12601
Tel: (845) 486-2100 * Fax: (845) 486-2113
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From: Georgia Calvert <gcalvert @ vassar .edu>
Sent: Monday, July 6, 2020 7:32 PM
To: County Legislators <CountyLegislators @ dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Fwd: Public Comment

ATTENTION :: This email came from on external sQurce. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
- unexpected emails: : ;;

To whom it may concern,
I am a student at Vassar college and I have recently been informed that Dutchess County is irrthe midst of allocating
$200 million to the funding of a new jail. This is absolutely heartbreaking news. I would never support such an obscene
amount of money to go towards the funding of a jail, but at time like now, during the present political and social climate,
not to mention the existence of a global pandemic that is hitting prisoners particularly hard, this move feels like an
especially hard blow to the people of Dutchess County. Why can't we allocate those funds towards public health or
education? Aren't those the things that make a community thrive ? Not building more jails and searching the streets for
reasons to lock more people away. Not to mention, the prison system is essentially a loophole to perpetuate slavery in a
l

modern day setting. Is that what we, in Dutchess County want to be bringing to our community and our people? I hope
the answer is no, otherwise I fear for the safety and well-being of Dutchess County citizens.
I hope you reconsider what this action says and please put the people first. No more big money!
Georgia Calvert
^
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Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Fred Doneit < fwdoneit@ optonline.net >
Monday, July 6, 2020 8:38 PM
County Legislators
Morris, Carolyn
Public comment

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Legislators:
I urge you to vote to rescind the remaining portion of the 2016 bond issue for the Justice and Transition Project
,
and to adopt the two resolutions put forth by the Democratic caucus.
With the changes that will emerge in our criminal justice system, their effect on policing and bail
administration, it is imprudent to proceed with the new jail as originally planned. The proposed commission
will instead review the priorities and programs that will best serve our community’s needs, given the new
financial realities we all face.

Thank you for your thoughtful consideration.
Sincerely,
Fred W. Doneit,
1st Ward, Town of Poughkeepsie

l

Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

david sampliner < vidnick@ mac.com >
Monday, July 6, 2020 10:50 PM
countyexec; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
Stop the $ 200 Million Jail Now!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:
I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for
a new jail. The jail would be the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more
than all other county capital spending combined, with bond repayment extending into the 2040s. Post-Covid,
the county's financial situation is dire— the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid
arrives, the county will need to borrow later this year to cover basic operations. Layoffs and cuts to essential
sendees seem inevitable.

This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities.
For example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism
and mental health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these services,
as well as on much-needed youth programs.

Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York's bail and discovery reform laws have
dramatically reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jail population (around 130 now; two -years ago, over
400). More people charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction
and mental-health diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into homeless
shelters and expand alternatives to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and reimagine public
safety.
For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July:
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of
part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.

Respectfully submitted,

David Sampliner
Beacon, NY

l

Hussing, Laura
Morris, Carolyn
Tuesday, July 7, 2020 10:56 AM
Wager, Leigh
Hussing, Laura
FW: Public Comment
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From: Tessa Kirtzman <tkirtzman@ gmail com>
Sent: Tuesday, July 7, 2020 8:48 AM
To: Morris, Carolyn < cmorris@ dutchessny.gov>; County Legislators <CountyLegislators @ dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Public Comment

ATTENTION : This email come from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
;
"
:
\ unexpected emails.
:

'

"

•

.

.

.

-

Hello,
l a m a college student here in Poughkeepsie and I am writing to urge you to reconsider the building of the new $ 200
million dollar jail. This money must be instead funneled into the communities most in need in Dutchess County. The
budget for this jail is simply outrageous when considering that the spending on health and mental health has dropped
$10.2 million dollars in the past 14 years. Dutchess County is in a budget crisis and building this jail will actively harm
black and brown constituents.

Black and brown members of the community have given you a direct description of their needs, it is time to listen.
l

Thank you for your time,
Tessa Kirtzman

:

-
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Hussing, Laura
Morris, Carolyn
Wednesday, July 8, 2020 11:10 AM
Wager, Leigh
Hussing, Laura
FW: Public Comment
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Dutchess County Legislature
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Poughkeepsie, New York 12601
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From: Hauser, Edward <ehauser <® dutchessny.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, July 8, 2020 10:04 AM
To: Robby Phillips <robbyfp@ gmail.com>; County Legislators <CountyLegislators@ dutchessny.gov>
Cc: Morris, Carolyn <cmorris @ dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Re: Public Comment

Hello Robby,

Thank you for your email about the bond for new jail construction. One of the compelling reasons I ran for the
legislature was the commitment Dutchess County has made to providing services to individuals experiencing crisis
resulting from mental health or substance abuse issues that drive incarceration. I was particularly impressed by the
1

Stabilization Center, which I learned about from a Poughkeepsie police officer I met at a funeral in Pawling before I
joined the legislature. He told me the police now have an option to bring distressed individuals to the Stabilization
Center., where they will be helped by a professional staff rather than to the jail, which is not set up to provide mental
health services. The following are some of the services Dutchess County is providing to address the mental health

and social problems:

Dutchess County Stabilization Center - a 24/7 walk-in facility providing a single point of access where individuals
can receive crisis counseling, mental health assessments, and peer advocacy. The center partners with NAMI,
Mid-Hudson Regional Hospital, Mid-Hudson Addiction Recovery Centers and the Aster Services for Children and
Families.
Department of Behavioral and Community Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including the call or
The
•
text service HELPLINE and a Mobile Crisis Intervention Team, which can go directly into the community to aid
individuals in crisis.
• The County partners with local school districts to incorporate Second Step, a social-emotional learning program
that focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem- solving, and substance-abuse
prevention - ail of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement.
• The County also provides dedicated resources for family stability by increasing family-based foster care
placements, offering parent coaching, and providing home-visiting to high-risk families. A strong, stable, and
reliable family structure supports positive social-emotional development and can reduce the likelihood of future
incarceration.
• Additionally, the County remains committed to the Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical
components, needed resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability, security, and
success. In 2019 the County began implementing the first set of initiatives, including a Foster Care Mentoring
program and expanding youth employment programs beyond the summer. The County has also supported the
youth services through the Agency Partner Grant. Over the past eight years, over $7 million has been allocated
to critical programs and services in our community through this program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes
to youth programs - anti-bullying, workforce development, literacy, and more.
• Dutchess County reduced its jail population by 30 percent over a five year period through initiatives designed to
divert lower risk and/or mentally ill defendants from jail, including building the Stabilization Center; providing
Crisis Intervention Training (CIT) to law enforcement; and utilizing a sophisticated array of evidence - based
pretrial diversion practices as alternatives to incarceration ( ATIs ).

•

Then we get to the jail. Section 217 of the New York State County Law mandates that a county maintain a jail.
However much we might wish to prevent crime and treat people with compassion, there will always be some people
who must be incarcerated because they are a menace to others or are uncooperative with the court system. The jail
we now have is a relic of a different era of jail design, rows of cage-like cells with terrible lighting. It is not pleasant
for inmates or staff. The County has designed a new facility that is modern, safe, efficient, and focused on
rehabilitation that will give the inmates a road back to being productive members of society.

The new jail, called the Justice and Transition Center, will provide:

•

•

Greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as providing cost
savings totaling $4.1 million annually.
The opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in a light-filled and safe environment that is more
conducive to positive behavioral change.

2

k
!

•

The flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential to
decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses ( i.e.
transitional housing).

Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020. The legislation
significantly impacted the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County Jail This, along
with County initiatives have allowed the size of the proposed jail to be reduced significantly. We recognize the
changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only a legal obligation, but a moral
one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing incarcerated individuals and
providing rehabilitative programming shown to reduce recidivism.

Robby, i appreciate your interest in this topic and hope I have answered some of your concerns. It is heartening to
see your compassionate interest and willingness to be involved in appropriate solutions.

Regards, Ed

Edward P. Hauser
Dutchess County Legislator
District 23 - Pawling/Beekman /East Fishkill
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
ehauser @ dutchessnv.gov
From: Robby Phillips <robbvfp @ gmail. com>
Sent: Tuesday, July 7, 2020 8:19 AM
To: County Legislators <CountvLegislators @ dutchessnv.gov>; Hauser, Edward <ehauser @ dutchessnv.gov>
Cc: Morris, Carolyn <cmorris @ riutchessny.gov>
Subject: Public Comment

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.
Hi,

I am a lifelong resident of Pawling, NY. I am deeply concerned by the proposed $200 million
expenditure on jail expansion for Dutchess County. This would issue $132 Million in debt through
2040, and costs more than double the proposed spending on infrastructure, rail trails, and public
transport—combined. Additionally, it is entirely unnecessary, and will do nothing to improve the
safety and well-being of Dutchess County.
.

If you genuinely care about improving the safety and well-being of
3

your constituents, at

least

some of this massive pile of money would be going to more meaningfully improve our infrastructure,
securing our elections, expanding clean and renewable energy access for the county, and improving
our education systems, particularly by allocating more funds to Dutchess Community College.
Improving our communities requires investing in them, not investing in ways to police and imprison
them. Using our money to build more prison cells, while not striving to mitigate the climate
crisis, meaningfully improve education or infrastructure, or provide assistance to our communities
that are struggling during this public health and economic crisis, will only make our county less
safe, resilient, and prosperous^

I urge

you to please not use our money to build more prison

Robby Phillips
Resident of Pawling, NY

4

cells.
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FW: Public Comment
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From: Nerissa Tunnessen <ntunnessen@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, July 7, 2020 11:23 AM
To: County Legislators <CountyLegislators@ dutchessny.gov>
Cc: Morris, Carolyn <cmorris @ dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Public Comment

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
gj
I am writing today to address the building of a new Duchess County jail. I strongly believe that building this facility would
be an absolute waste of money, energy, and important resources that should be directed into prevention and
community projects aimed at lowering the rate of incarceration, thus making the "need" for a new prison obsolete. The
$ 200 million project is the most expensive capital project the county has ever undertaken and in the next four years, the
jail would cost more than all other county capital spending combined, and bond repayment would extend into the
l

.

2040s Paying back the construction bond will cost county taxpayers almost $10 million per year for the foreseeable
future. Additionally, it would issue around $132 million in debt from 2020-2040, almost triple what would be issued to
highways and bridges ( $45.7mil), and over 22 times rail-trails ($5.75 mil) and public transport ($ 5.6 mil)each.

This is utterly IRRESPONSIBLE. The exorbitant cost, coupled with both the canceral nature of prisons and the decreasing
jail population ( while there were over 400 people being housed in the jail two years ago, the population is currently
down to around 130. The 'downsized' new jail is being built to accommodate 328. We do not need more cells) makes
this project one that lacks an address of the needs of citizens of Duchess County.
Money spent building this new prison would be much better spent on programs devoted to social welfare programs and
other community projects with goals of keeping people out of prison. Prisons fail to address the root cause of crime:
poverty, disparity, injustice, and a lack of community support Incarceration of individuals does nothing to address the
greater problems that cause crime, nor the blatant criminalization of poverty and blackness that exist in the country at
large. The least that Duchess County can do is to direct funds away from building a new jail and towards building lasting
community programs that address the root causes of crime and incarceration.
Best,

Nerissa Tunnessen
124 Raymond Ave
Poughkeepsie, NY 12604
( 202) 441-7044
ntunnessen(S> gmaii.com
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From: John Fallon < john.ddorje @ gmai!.com>
Sent: Tuesday, July 7, 2020 12:20 PM
To: County Legislators <CountyLegislators@ dutchessny.gov>
Cc: Morris, Carolyn <cmorris @ dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Public Comment on Jail Funding
ATTENTION: This email came from on external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown sendersor
_ unexpected emails.
-

Dear Dutchess County Legislators,
I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call for the
Legislature to drop its plans for a new jail. The jail would be the most
i

expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more than
all other county capital spending combined, with bond repayment extending
into the 2040s. Because of COVID-19, the county's financial situation is dire—
the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid
arrives, the county will need to borrow later this year to cover basic
operations. Layoffs and cuts to essential services seem inevitable.

This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert
money from other urgent priorities. For example, we know overdose deaths
are spiking sharply amid the COVID-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism and
mental health needs are also on the rise. Yet the current budget has reduced
spending on these services, as well as on much-needed youth programs.
Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York's bail and
discovery reform laws have dramatically reduced pretrial incarceration and
thus the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago, over 400). More
people charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based
treatment for addiction and mental-health diagnoses. Other New York
counties are making plans to convert jail cells into homeless shelters and
expand alternatives to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks
and reimagine public safety.

For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has
submitted for consideration in July:

• rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for
jail construction
• recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the
proposed jail, including renovation of part of the current space, jail-sharing

with other counties, or other possibilities.
Respectfully submitted,
John D. Fallon Jr.

Hussing, Laura
Wager, Leigh
Tuesday, July 7, 2020 12:49 PM
CountyLegislature
Public Comment
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Hussing, Laura
Wager, Leigh
Tuesday, July 1, 2020 12:54 PM
CountyLegislature
Public Comment

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Good afternoon:
Amy Glickman called to oppose the expansion of the jail.
Leigh Wager
Deputy Clerk

Dutchess County Legislature
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, New York 12601
Tel: (845) 486-2100 • Fax: (845) 486-2113
OFFICIAL AMERICAN FLAG DISPOSAL SITE
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FW: Rescinding authorization for bonds related to the justice and transition project
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From: Joan Unterweger <joan.unterweger @ gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, July 7, 2020 3:17 PM
To: Morris, Carolyn <cmorris@ dutchessny.gov>
Cc: County Legislators <CountyLegislators @ dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Rescinding authorization for bonds related to the justice and transition project

mmmixioNi
I support the revocation of authorization for bonds related to the justice and transition project. There is, at this time, no need for a

new, expanded jail.
In this time of crisis, when county and state revenues have fallen drastically, a careful examination of Dutchess County expenses is
warranted. One such expense, the building of a new jail, should be cut immediately. The cost of the new jail slated to be constructed
starting in September is around $ 200 million. This commits taxpayers to an expense of around $10,000 per year for the foreseeable
future. With currently limited resources, Dutchess County needs to channel that money to health and mental health services, youth
and senior citizen programs.
-

1

The justification for constructing a new jail no longer exists. While 2 years ago, the jail was overcrowded, housing around 400
prisoners, new laws and practices have reduced that population to around 130. The si 2e of the new jail to accommodate 328
inmates is no longer needed . The current inmate population size is highly unlikely to increase significantly because of a number of
factors including;

•
•
•

New state reform bail laws have greatly reduced the number of inmates in pre -trial detention, which accounted for much of
the previous inmate count
The demand for and implementation of innovative responses to situations, that previously required a law enforcement
response, will result in less incarceration
Alternative programs are less costly and more effective in helping individuals, previously incarcerated stay out of jail
According to the Poughkeepsie Journal, "Dutchess County Executive Marc Molinaro said in a statement that the report
shows that taxpayer money is spent responsibly on the program and reduces recidivism." The articale notes that "the
average cost to incarcerate a person at Dutchess County Jail is $ 210 per day. Whereas, a person receiving aid through
county programming (Project M O.R.E.) costs between $6.84 to $46.04 a day, " Poughkeepsie Journal Dec 11, 2019

.

.

.

.

I strongly urge the legislators to act responsibly and terminate any support for building a new jail at this time. It is unwarranted and
the people of Dutchess County have more pressing concerns. Thank you for your consideration.

Joan UNTERWEGER

5 Hanna Lane, Unit 1
Beacon, NY 12508
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From: Jenny Arden <ardenrock @ verizon.net>
Sent: Tuesday, July 7, 2020 3:24 PM
To: County Legislators <CountyLegislators @ dutchessny.gov>
Subject: youth justice
ATTENTION : This email came from on external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or

Dear Legislators,

I understand that youth restorative justice is on your agenda this week. I participated in a newly formed Youth Court in
Ithaca, MY in the late 1970' s. My positive experience was very powerful and has stayed with me for the last four decades.

I was a lawyer (and later a judge) in the Tompkins County Youth Court during high school. Non-violent first time offenders
were tried by their peers and sentenced to community service hours if convicted. A group of high school students from
throughout the county came together for a seminar in the basics of legal theory, rules of evidence, and so on. I believe
we also attended some mock trials at the Cornell Law School. We met weekly at the local community center, and within a
l

few months' time we had a case every couple weeks. We met with our clients, and had the trial the same afternoon
(usually if the client pled guilty), or the following week if witnesses were to be called.

Participating in Youth Court gave me a chance to meet students from different parts of the county and from different walks
of life. It was empowering to be involved in something that had an impact on my community. I developed confidence and
the ability to make a concise, logical argument. I learned a lot about the law, and decided to major in Government at
Cornell after graduating high school in 1979.

I believe that our clients also benefited from participating in their own cases and from being treated with respect by their
peers , I learned a lot from listening to them tell their stories, and asking them questions about their choices. I believe
many of them came away with a sense of relief that they wound up being tried by their peers , sentenced to community
service, and did not get a criminal record. I also think that they got a chance to see young people being expected to act
like adults, and being treated as though they had the power to control their lives to some degree.

.

Participating in Youth Court was a valuable experience that enriched my life and that of my fellow participants I urge you
to support the creation of a program like this in Dutchess County. Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Jenny D. Arden
85 Boardman Road, Poughkeepsie NY 12603
(845) 625-4161

i
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From: Masha Kurbatova <masha.kurbatova @ gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, July 7, 2020 4:01 PM
gov>
@
To: CountyLegislature <CountyLegislature @ dutchessny.gov>; Pulver, Gregg <gpulver dutchessny.
Subject: Jail
senders or
ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
'
.
.
:
.
/
unexpected emails.
,

Hello,
the plan to
My name is Masha Kurbatova and I am a student at Bard College in Dutchess County. I am writing to oppose
County
of
Dutchess
residents
build a new jail in Dutchess County. This decision will harm mostly the black and brown
of crime
while also taking away money from far more important community investments that can lead to lowered rates
in the first place. I call for the reconsideration of this decision as it will cause more harm than good.
Best,

Masha Kurbatova
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From: Bruce Bellrose <Bruce @ Bellrose.US>
Sent: Tuesday, July 7, 2020 4:29 PM
_
To: countyexec <countyexec @ dutchessny.gov>; County Legislators <Countyl egislators @ dutchessny.gov>; Morris,
Carolyn <cmorris @ dutchessny.gov>; Keith, Thomas L. <tkeith@ dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Public Comments ( Please Read into the Record) Jail

.

or
ATTENTION: This email came from an external source Do hot open attachments or click oh links from unknown senders
_
unexpected emails.
.
'

'

“It is my great hope that this action can begin to ease at least a small part of the financial burden taxpayers
have suffered as a result of the nightmare jail debacle,” said Ulster County Executive Mike Hein on March 12,
2012.
l

My name is Bruce Bellrose and my wife and I, moved to the town of Poughkeepsie two years ago to retire and
be near our grandchildren. While I do not have a good understanding of local politics; I do have a good
understanding of public financing, public technology, and public construction. During my career, I was the
Chief Financial Officer and Chief information Officer of the New York City School Construction Authority under
Rudy Giuliani. We spent billions repairing and building public schools quite successfully and I take credit for
the financial controls that the NYCSCA became known for.

With this background. I would like to submit some thoughts that I hope might in some way may help you avoid
what happened to Ulster as I understand it. My goal is to continue to allow you to say that you have lowered
taxes every year of your county leadership, I believe it is critical that you have as clear a possible vision of the
future of Dutchess incarceration as you can have before you make your final decision on the most expensive
decision in the county’s history. Specifically, the impact of the debt service on the new jail at a time of
unprecedented declining governmental revenue is fraught with risk.

I would expect that you would agree with me that the current view of our economic future is cloudier than it has
been since immediately before WWI1. Sometimes you have an emergency and are forced to make a decision
anyway, but I don’t think the decision on what exactly to build to replace our current jail is one of them. The
current jail, while problematic , is still functional. In short, you have time to gather more data on key decision
factors such as at what level the incarcerated population will stabilizes at, if COVID-19 is coming under control
quickly or will always be with us like the flu, how fast will Dutchess County’s revenue recover and how much
debt service will it be able to support, and how much support Dutchess can expect from the Federal and New
York State governments. Up to a point, the more data you collect, the more clear the right decision will be.

Depending cm this data evolves, you may want to revise your plans for the jail facilities. You might determine
there needs to be a juvenile only section, cells may need to be adjusted in some physical way to better handle
prisoners with transmittable diseases, and there may need to be classrooms, or different medical facilities
included.

Basically, I see you and Dutchess in an excellent position to take advantage of the dramatic changes that are
occurring as we speak. Other New York counties like Ulster have lovely new jails but they’ve been built for a
different incarceration environment. Life is more complicated now and jails are going to need things a
traditional jail can’t provide. You and we can lead the state and the nation instead of follow.

Respectfully,

Bruce Bellrose

39 Sandi Drive

Poughkeepsie, NY 12603-6005
973-255-0060
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From: Diana Henry <dhenry @ vassar.edu>
Sent: Tuesday, July 7, 2020 4:36 PM
To: Morris, Carolyn <cmorris (5> dutchessny.gov>; County Legislators <CountyLegislators @ dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Public Comment
ATTENTION : This email come from an external source ^ Do not open attachments or click on links from vnknowasenders or
.
unexpected emails .
:
'

"

Hello

I’m a resident of Poughkeepsie, and I’m writing to express my concerns regarding the funding of the Dutchess
County Jail and to voice my support for the Democratic legislation which will halt construction.
Efforts to fund this jail are offensive and ignorant, particularly in light of the current national racial justice
movement and the shriveling local tax base that the County will be forced to grapple with for the foreseeable
future. ! strongly urge you to use the money you're willing to put towards incarcerating Dutchess County
i

residents towards highways and bridges. Fund local infrastructure. Fund health care and mental health
services. Fund youth programs and education. Invest in bringing this community together instead of jailing it.
This prison flies directly in the face of recent national initiatives. It shows that the Republicans in this legislature
are either not paying attention or are intentionally antagonizing this community. I strongly urge you to put your
community over your party and to defund this project.
Thank you,
Diana Henry
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From: Mary H Williams <maryhannonwilliams(g)gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, July 7, 2020 7:54 PM
To: County Legislators <CountyLegislators@ dutchessny.gov>
Cc: Morris, Carolyn <cmorris@ dutchessny.gov>; Black, Hannah <hblackdc4@ gmail.com>

Subject: Public Comment
i: ATTENTION: This email came from an external source: Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
: unexpected emails.
Dear county legislators,
center - the jail.
I ask you to vote on July 9 to rescind the authorization for the bond related to the justice and transition

The bond was unveiled in February 2016 and was rushed to a vote in March 2016. Despite one of the largest
to midnight
outpourings of citizen speakers protesting the bond at the March county legislature meeting- going on close
- the bond was approved. Their opposition has proven prescient.
l

i
3;

-art fitness
Unfortunately we have already used the bond to build a new mega-sized sheriffs office with a .state of -the
facility, one of the most expensive sheriff office renovations in the state.
Whatever remains for the jail portion of the bond should now be rescinded as we look to solve the fiscal problems

confronting the county.

than 150. This number
Since the bond was issued for a jail with over 550 beds, the jail population has decreased to less
jail population:
the
can be further reduced with the right programs to address the root causes of a major portion of
mental illness, addiction, and racism.
bond.
Building the new jail as proposed by the county executive will cost approximately $ 200 million over the life of the
layoffs of critical county
Our county will be burdened by an excessive debt payment load for many years. This will lead to
employees and the inability to fund vital programs.
Sincerely,
Mary Hannon Williams
11 Scenic Drive
Hyde Park, NY 12538
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From: Naomi Zeltzer <nzeltzer @ vassar.edu>
Sent: Tuesday, July 7, 2020 8:02 PM
To: County Legislators <CountyLegislators @ dutchessny.gov>
Cc: Morris, Carolyn <cmorris @ dutchessny.gov:>
Subject: Public Comment

To the Dutchess County Legislators,
My name is Naomi Zeltzer and I am a student at Vassar College. I am writing to demand that Dutchess County should
NOT build a new jail.

There are many reasons why these plans should be stopped:
1) We do not need any new jails in Dutchess County since there already is one and it is currently under-populated.
l

2) We should be working toward restructuring our criminal justice system and abolishing the prison-industrial complex,
school to prison pipelines, and mass incarceration. Building a new prison would continue to support these oppressive
systems.
3 ) Our criminal justice system functions to unnecessarily and disproportionately police our most vulnerable

communities, including Black communities, Latinx communities, other communities of color, and low-income
communities Prisons do not keep us safe or solve the problems they claim to solve, they really work to disenfranchise,
dehumanize, and dispose of people, especially peoples of color.
4) The $200 million proposed to build this prison could be redirected toward other community services, specially public
health services and programs that would actually prevent crime from happening. Also, according to the Democratic
Caucus of the Dutchess County Legislature 's Facebook page, "Paying back the construction bond will cost county

.

taxpayers almost $10 million per year for the foreseeable future." Dutchess County taxpayers should not be
paying for another jail that will be used to police and punish them.

Please consider these reasons and support this community, especially those most vulnerable.
Thank you for your time.

Regards
Naomi
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From: Betsy Wise <bwisedesigns @ gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, July 7, 2020 8:48 PM
To: County Legislators <CountyLegislators@ dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Vote NO to a new Jail in Dutchess County

.

: This email come from cm external source Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
ATTENTION:

Dear Legislators of Dutchess County,
My name is Elizabeth Wise and I am a small business owner in Beacon, NY.
I am writing to urge you all in voting on Thursday to rescind the jail bond for the county jail expansion. In the wake of
COVID-19 and the financial hardships that are to come for the county and the country, it is completely irresponsible to
spend nearly $150M dollars on this project. To saddle the residents of the county with this bill for the next 20 years is
l

unacceptable. More importantly I am vehemently against our tax dollars being used to uphold and prolong the epidemic
of mass incarceration and the unjust bail system.
I joined the Listening Town Hall this evening with Marc Molinaro and Sean Patrick Maloney. As one young woman said
this evening, it's time to stop talking and time to start doing. This would be a great step in the right direction and a
showing of solidarity with the communities of color to stop this project ! Show the POC in Dutchess County that you are

actually listening!
I thank you for your time and sincerely hope that you will make the right decision in stopping construction of this jail.
-Elizabeth Wise

Betsy Wise
Designer, Betsy Wise Bridal
Custom Wedding Gowns, Vintage Reconstructions, and Expert Bridal Tailoring
845.440.1994

betsvwisebridal.com

facebook - instagram - pinterest

B E T S Y W I S E /Z B R I D A L
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From: mazza <mazzak@ opton!ine.net>
Sent: Tuesday, July 7, 2020 10:05 PM
To: CountyLegislature <CountyLegislature@ dutchessny.gov>; Morris, Carolyn <cmorris@ dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Public Comment July board meeting..Jail bond
ATTENTION: This email camefrom an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
-.J

Dear Dutchess County Legislators ,

I am writing to urge you to rescind funding for the construcion of the new jail. There has been too many
changes since this was first put out to bond. It made sense at that time, but no longer makes sense.

I

It is clear that marijuana will be decriminilized soon in NYS. With this our jail population will decrease even
more than it already has. We no longer need the jail cells that we once thought we would. And it is clear that
surrounding counties will not be seeking jail cells.

Meanwhile Covid has caused a state wide budget crises. This money is desperately needed in other sectors of
our county.
Please, if you are unsure, ask the controller to audit the numbers of jail cells needed, and what that will be
when marijuana legalization is fully implemented. This purchase is just too big to get it wrong. We can't afford
to waste this money. Please slow down and ask some questions first.

Thank you for your service to our great county.

Kathleen Mazza
6 Deerfield Place

Beacon, NY
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From: Gabriel Mckee <gabrielmckee @ gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, July 7, 2020 10:37 PM

To: Morris, Carolyn <cmorris (5) dutchessny.gov>; County Legislators <CountyLegislators @ dutchessny.gov>

Subject: Proposed jail
;

Greetings,
I'm writing as a resident of Dutchess County to urge you to vote to rescind the funding established for the construction
of a new jail Expanding social services, youth programs, mental health services, and anti-poverty measures would be a
far, far better way to spend $ 200 million, and would actually serve to reduce crime, rather than consigning more of our
fellow county residents to cages.

.

1

i
!

-

Regards,

Gabriel Mckee
Beacon, NY
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From: countyexec <countyexec @ dutchessny.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, July 8, 2020 4:00 PM
To: Louise <Retired733 @ aol.com>
Cc: County Legislators <CountyLegislators@ dutchessny.gov>; Morris, Carolyn <cmorris @ dutchessny.gov>; Nick Page
<pagenik @ gmail.com>; Frits Zernike <fzernike @ gmail.com>; Page, Nick <npage@ dutchessny.gov>; Zernike, Frits
<fzemike @ dutchessny.gov>; McHoul, Douglas A. <dmchoul @ dutchessny.gov>
Subject: RE: Stop the $ 200 Million Jail Now !

Dear Louise,

Thank you for your email. Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains our
priority. The County has heavily invested in access to mental health services with the building of the Stabilization Center,
a 24/7 walk-in facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive crisis counseling, mental health
assessments, and peer advocacy. In addition to the Stabilization Center, the Department of Behavioral and Community
Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including our call or text service HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis Intervention
Team, which can go directly into the community to aid individuals in crisis.
l

The County partners with local school districts to incorporate Second Step, a social-emotional learning program that
focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem-solving, and substance-abuse prevention all of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have also dedicated resources
to family stability by increasing family-based foster care placements, offering parent coaching, and providing homevisiting to high-risk families. A strong, stable, and reliable family structure supports positive soeial-emotionaldevelopment and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration.
Additionally, we remain committed to our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical components, needed
resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability, security, and success. In 2019 the County
began implementing the first set of initiatives, including a Foster Care Mentoring program and expanding youth
employment programs beyond the summer. We have also supported the youth services through our Agency Partner
Grant. Over the past eight years, over $7 million has been allocated to critical programs and services in our community
through this program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth programs - anti-bullying, workforce development,
literacy, and more.
These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to support young people
and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system. However, Section 217 of the New York State County Law still
mandates that a county maintain a jail. Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and those who provide
services to this population deserve a modern facility designed for the purpose of rehabilitation, safety,and efficiency.
The new Justice and Transition Center will provide:
greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as providing cost
•
savings;
the opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in a light-filled and safe environment that is more
•
conducive to positive behavioral change; and
the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential to
•
decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses ( ex. transitional
housing).

These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resulting in annual operational savings of nearly $4.1
million. Cost-savings primarily come in the form of the reductions to required staff and increases in the inmate to
correctional officer ratio resulting from efficient design elements on the planned facility. The capital costs are an
investment in future annualized operational savings allowing us to save money and focus spending in other areas.
Additionally, ending the Justice and Transition Center project would require significant investment in the current jail
facility, specifically the 1995 and 1984 sections. Further, with $60 million already bonded for the project, over $3 million
in debt service will stili need to be paid annually.
Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020. The legislation significantly impacted
the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County Jail. Additionally, before the
implementation of the 2019 criminal justice reform, Dutchess County had reduced our jail population by 30 percent over
a five year period through initiatives designed to divert lower risk and/or mentally ill defendants from jail, including
building our Stabilization Center; providing Crisis Intervention Training ( CIT) to law enforcement; and utilizing a
sophisticated array of evidenced-based pretrial diversion practices as alternatives to incarceration ( ATIs). This work has
become the model for many of the counties of which you write about. Given these factors, the design of the new Justice
and Transition Center was reduced by over 200 beds.
We recognize the changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only a legal
obligation, but a .moral one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing incarcerated
individuals and providing rehabilitative programming shown to reduce recidivism and improve outcomes. The Justice
and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing millions in annualized cost savings.
I appreciate your interest in this topic, and I hope I have addressed some, if not all, of your concerns.

Marcus J. Molinaro
Dutchess County Executive
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
2
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From: Louise <Retired733 @ aol.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 8, 2020 3:43 PM
To: countyexec <countyexec @ dutchessny.gov>
Cc: County Legislators <CountvLegislators @ dutchessnv gov>; Morris, Carolyn <cmorris @ dutchessnv.gov>; Nick Page
<pagenik @ gmail.com>; Frits Zernike <fzernike @ gmail.com>; Page, Nick <npage @ dutchessnv.gov>; Zernike, Frits
<fzernike @ dutchessnv.gov>; McHoul, Douglas A. <dmchoul@ dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Re: Stop the $200 Million Jail Now !

.

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown sendees or

unexperged emails.

Thank you for your reply.
Saving taxpayers money is always my priority.

$ 3 million in debt service will still need to be paid annually? For the Sheriff's new office ? Can the taxpayers use it too?
So the reason for building went from 'overcrowding' to :

those who are incarcerated and those who provide services to this population deserve a modern facility
designed for the purpose of rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency ?

Those who are incarcerated deserve a modem facility? Really.
I never said we didn't need a jail, but if the Judges and local police didn’t arraign everyone they arrested for minor
offenses who were local residents, the jail wouldn't have been overcrowded. The programs you described sound all well
intentioned but the final cost of $ 200 Million plus is ridiculous.

These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resulting in annual operational savings of
nearly $4.1 million.

Show me the money savings in a bank account. From those savings I'd love to see more revenue from the County sales
tax sent to the Town of FishkilL

There is still time - say "Yes" to Nick Paige's resolution. Please ask my legislator Doug McHoul to do the same.
If not, it will appear to be the same non transparent smoke and mirrors as usual.

Thanks.

Enjoy the day and stay safe.
3
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l
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Louise Daniele
Town of Fishkill resident,
Fishkili Town Board Member &
Retired Sgt from the State Police

On Jul 8, 2020, at 2:16 PM, countyexec <countyexec (g> dutchessnv.gov> wrote:

Dear Louise,

Thank you for your email. Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration
remains our priority. The County has heavily invested in access to mental health services with the
building of the Stabilization Center, a 24/7 walk-in facility providing a single point of access where
individuals can receive crisis counseling, mental health assessments, and peer advocacy. In addition to
the Stabilization Center, the Department of Behavioral and Community Health operates other 24/7 crisis
services including our call or text service HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis Intervention Team, which can
go directly into the community to aid individuals in crisis.
The County partners with local school districts to incorporate Second Step, a social-emotional learning
program that focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem- solving, and
substance-abuse prevention - all of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system
involvement. We have also dedicated resources to family stability by increasing family-based foster care
placements, offering parent coaching, and providing home-visiting to high-risk families. A strong, stable,
and reliable family structure supports positive social-emotional development and can reduce the
likelihood of future incarceration.
Additionally, we remain committed to our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical
components, needed resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability,
security, and success. In 2019 the County began implementing the first set of initiatives, including a
Foster Care Mentoring program and expanding youth employment programs beyond the summer. We
have also supported the youth services through our Agency Partner Grant. Over the past eight years,
over $ 7 million has been allocated to critical programs and services in our community through this
program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth programs - anti-bullying, workforce
development, literacy, and more.
These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to
support young people and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system. However, Section 217 of
the New York State County Law still mandates that a county maintain a jail. Further, we believe that
those who are incarcerated and those who provide services to this population deserve a modem facility
designed for the purpose of rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency. The new Justice and Transition Center
will provide:
greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as
•
providing cost savings;
the opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in a light-filled and safe environment
•
that is more conducive to positive behavioral change; and
the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the
•
potential to decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for
other uses (ex. transitional housing).

These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resulting in annual operational savings of
nearly $4.1 million. Cost -savings primarily come in the form of the reductions to required staff and
increases in the inmate to correctional officer ratio resulting from efficient design elements on the
planned facility. The capital costs are an investment in future annualized operational savings allowing us
to save money and focus spending in other areas. Additionally, ending the Justice and Transition Center
project would require significant investment in the current jail facility, specifically the 1995 and 1984
sections. Further, with $ 60 million already bonded for the project, over $3 million in debt service will still
4

need to be paid annually.
Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020 . The legislation
significantly impacted the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County
Jail. Additionally, before the implementation of the 2019 criminal justice reform, Dutchess County had
reduced our jail population by 30 percent over a five year period through initiatives designed to divert
lower risk and/or mentally ill defendants from jail, including building our Stabilization Center; providing
Crisis Intervention Training ( CIT) to law enforcement; and utilizing a sophisticated array of evidencedbased pretrial diversion practices as alternatives to incarceration ( ATIs). This work has become the
model for many of the counties of which you write about. Given these factors, the design of the new
Justice and Transition Center was reduced by over 200 beds.
We recognize the changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only
a legal obligation, but a moral one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of
housing incarcerated individuals and providing rehabilitative programming shown to reduce recidivism
and improve outcomes. The Justice and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing
millions in annualized cost savings.
1 appreciate your interest in this topic, and I hope I have addressed some, if not all, of your concerns.

Marcus J. Molinaro
Dutchess County Executive
22 Market Street

Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845-486-2000 phone
845-486-2021 fax
Email: countvexec(5> dutchessny.gov
www.dutchessnv.gov

—Original Message

From: Louise Daniele <retired733 @ aol.com>
Sent: Tuesday, July 7, 202010:56 PM
To: countyexec <countvexec {5) dutchessnv. gov>; County Legislators
<CountyLeeislators(5) dutchessnv.gov>; Morris, Carolyn <cmorris(5> dutchessnv - gov>
Cc: Nick Page <pagenik (3 gmail.com>; Frits Zernike <fzernike (5) gmail.com>
Subject: Stop the $ 200 Million Jail Nowl

ATTENTION : This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or dick on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.
Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:

I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its
plans for a new jail. The jail would be the most expensive capital project the County has ever
undertaken, costing more than all other county capital spending combined, with bond repayment
extending into the 2040s. Post-Covid, the county 's financial situation is dire —the fund balance is being
quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid arrives/the county will need to borrow later this year to
cover basic operations. Layoffs and cuts to essential services seem inevitable.

5

This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent
priorities. For example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and
that alcoholism and mental health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget has reduced in
spending on these services, as well as on much-needed youth programs.

Moreover, the need fora new jail is no longer there. New York' s bail and discovery reform laws have
dramatically reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jail population ( around 130 now; two years ago,
over 400). More people charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based treatment
for addiction and mental-health diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail
cells into homeless shelters and expand alternatives to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their
ranks and reimagine public safety.

For these reasons, I support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in
July:
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including
renovation of part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.

I would also appreciate some transparency. The meeting being not accessible to the public ( due to
COVID) shows how politicians don't really want to hear from the public and decisions are probably
already made behind dosed doors. It's not good enough to be able to watch it afterwards. We have had
Town Board meetings in Fishkill as other Towns & Cities have done during COVID. We made sure that we
gave the public the opportunity to call in and speak or log into the zoom meeting as it was happening.
There is no reason why our County legislators can not do the same, none.
Stop wasting tax payer dollars on an unnecessary overpriced jail and be transparent. The voting public
will remember during upcoming elections who wastes our money, and who does not. Please be sure to
read my comment and other comments into the record during the meeting you are holding, without the

public.
Respectfully submitted,
Louise Daniele
Resident and taxpayer from the Town of Fishkill & Fishkill Town Board Member
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From: Nadezhda Russell <nr 7684@ bard.edu>
Sent: Wednesday, July 8, 2020 12:35 AM
To: County Legislators <CountyLegislators @ dutchessny.gov>
Cc: Morris, Carolyn <cmorris @ dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Public Comment
ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or

To the Dutchess County Legislature,

My name is Nadia and I am a Dutchess County resident. I am writing to express my objection to the county ' s
plans to build a new jail in September of 2020.

l

I'm sure you've seen several email templates on this topic, so I'll just say my bit here instead. It's incredibly
embarrassing that you 're planning on constructing a new jail when funding for health and mental health
services and youth services has been decreasing, homelessness is increasing, and addiction is still a huge
problem. Get your priorities straight, or it shows you don 't care about your constituents For some hard facts,
check all the other emails that use the template. I'm not about to get flagged by a bot.

.

Think about human needs before you put Dutchess in debt.
Sincerely,

Nadia Russell
Red Hook, NY
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Original Message
From: Amelia Landis <amelia.landis@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 8, 2020 1:57 AM
To: County Legislators <CountyLegislators@dutchessny.gov>
Cc: Morris, Carolyn <cmorris@dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Public Comment

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.
So this new jail is gonna be super expensive. I don ’t want to pay higher taxes so a vindictive, punitive justice
system can lock people up. The current jail has enough room, and adding mire beds just incentives more arrests.
Instead of building infrastructure to lock people up, we should invest in crime prevention by fighting poverty,
creating resources for communities, and offering mental healthcare. That would be cheaper too. We don’t need
a new jail £§)
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From: Elizabeth Ellis < elliselizabethl2 (g) gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 8, 2020 8:46 AM
To: Morris, Carolyn <cmorris @ dutchessny.gov>; County Legislators <CountyLegislators @dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Public comment - Jail expansion

.

ATTENTION: This email came from on external source Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders dr

Dutchess county does not need to spend money on keeping people locked up, we should be Allocating More resources
to prevent recidivism.

Dutchess County currently does not have an effective Pre-Trial Release program (like the
Town of Poughkeepsie).
In Albany county ‘Housing, Industry, and Treatment’ has cut the recidivism rate for excons from 67% to 10%~ saving literally $14 million a year there for Albany County
taxpayers alone
i

Dutchess County currently does not have a comprehensive system of re-entry for folks
leaving jail and prison
Dutchess County currently does not have a cost-saving housing-first strategy for the
chronically mentally ill homeless alcoholics and drug addicts who have been cycling in and
out of our jail here in Dutchess, as former Mental Health America of Dutchess County
Executive Director Jacki Brownstein long advocated.
The list goes on... but it is not a matter of Not having money, it is a matter of WHERE our
money is being spent.

I urge you to use this crisis as an opportunity to examine your approach to jails and
policing.
Thank you,
Elizabeth Ellis
Rhinebeck, NY
www.elizabethellisdesign.com

646.391.8553
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Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Peter Van Aken < petervanaken@yahoo.com>
Wednesday, July 8, 2020 9:00 AM
County Legislators; countyexec

Morris, Carolyn
PUBLIC COMMENT on Dutchess County Jail bond

ATTENTION : this email came from an external source . Do not open attachments or dick on links from unknown senders or
mm
unexpected emails.
'

Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:

I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in the City of Poughkeepsie, to call for the
Legislature to downsize plans and reduce the taxpayer cost for a new jail. The jail building

project, as it is currently proposed, would be the most expensive capital project the County

has ever undertaken, costing more than all other county capital spending combined, with
bond repayment extending into the 2040s. Post-Covid, the county's financial situation is dire—
the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid arrives, the county
will need to borrow later this year to cover basic operations. Layoffs and cuts to essential

services seem inevitable.
This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other

urgent priorities. For example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-

19 pandemic, and that alcoholism and mental health needs are also on the rise. Yet , the
current budget has reduced in spending on these services, as well as on much-needed youth

programs.

Moreover, the need for a large, overbuilt jail, is no longer there. New York's bail and discovery
reform laws that were enacted in January 2020 have dramatically reduced pretrial
incarceration, and thus the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago, over 400). More
people charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based treatment for

addiction and mental-health diagnoses. Other New York counties are actively seeking
alternatives to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and reimagine public
safety.

For these reasons, I support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for

consideration in July:

I

* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail
construction

* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail,
including renovation of part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other
possibilities.

Respectfully submitted,

Peter Van Aken
94 Wilbur Boulevard

Poughkeepsie, NY 12603
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From: Diempai Productions <diempal.productions@ gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 8, 2020 9:07 AM
To: County Legislators <CountyLegislators (S> dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Vote NO to a new Jail in Dutchess County

.

ATTENTION : ihis emoil came jrom an external source Do not open attachments ot click on links froimimknown senders or
unexpected emails .

Dear Legislators of Dutchess County,
My name is David Friend and I am a small business owner in Beacon, NY.
i am writing to urge you ail in voting on Thursday to rescind the jail bond for the county jail expansion. In
the wake of COVID-19 and the financial hardships that are to come for the county and the country, it is
completely irresponsible to spend nearly $150M dollars on this project. To burden the residents of the
l

county with this bill for the next 20 years is unacceptable. More importantly I am vehemently against our
tax dollars being used to uphold and prolong the epidemic of mass incarceration and the unjust bail system.

Expanding on jail and prison systems creates nothing more than a bigger "bandaid". We need to look harder
into both the "why" of how these citizens end up in jail, and figuring out a quicker turnaround to their trials
so no innocent American is subjected to a lengthy jail time. Diverting funds to other resources (e.g.
community centers ), will impact society in a better way than locking more and more { oftentimes innocent )
citizens in jail.

.

I listened in to the Town Hall last night with Marc Molinaro and Sean Patrick Maloney As one young woman
said this evening, it ’s time to stop talking and time to start doing. This would be a great step in the right
direction and a showing of solidarity with the communities of color to stop this project! Show the POC in
Dutchess County that you are actually listening!
i thank you for your time and sincerely hope that you will make the right decision in stopping construction of

.

this jail

-David Friend

tJiEMPAipRODUCTIOHS-LLC
David Michael Friend
Diempai Productions LLC

718.208.4425
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Original Message
From; countyexec <countyexec@dutchessny.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, July 8, 2020 2:16 PM
To: Barbara Walsh <voteblueorelse@gmail.com>; County Legislators <CountyLegislators@dutchessny .gov>;
Morris, Carolyn <cmorris@dutchessny.gov>
Subject: RE: Stop the $200 Million Jail Now!
Dear Barbara,
Thank you for your email. Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains
our priority. The County has heavily invested in access to mental health services with the building of the
Stabilization Center, a 24/7 walk-in facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive
crisis counseling, mental health assessments, and peer advocacy. In addition to the Stabilization Center, the
Department of Behavioral and Community Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including our call or text
service HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis Intervention Team, which can go directly into the community to aid
individuals in crisis.
The County partners with local school districts to incorporate Second Step, a social-emotional learning program
that focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem-solving, and substance-abuse
l

prevention - all of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have
also dedicated resources to family stability by increasing family-based foster care placements, offering parent
coaching, and providing home-visiting to high-risk families. A strong, stable, and reliable family structure
supports positive social-emotional development and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration.
Additionally, we remain committed to our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical components,
needed resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability, security, and success. In
2019 the County began implementing the first set of initiatives, including a Foster Care Mentoring program and
expanding youth employment programs beyond the summer. We have also supported the youth services
through our Agency Partner Grant. Over the past eight years, over $7 million has been allocated to critical
programs and services in our community through this program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth
programs - anti-bullying, workforce development, literacy, and more.
These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to support young
people and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system. However, Section 217 of the New York State
County Law still mandates that a county maintain a jail. Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and
those who provide services to this population deserve a modem facility designed for the purpose of
rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency. The new Justice and Transition Center will provide:
greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as
•
providing cost savings;
the opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in a light-filled and safe environment that is
•
more conducive to positive behavioral change; and
the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential
•
to decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses (ex.
transitional housing).

These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resulting in annual operational savings of nearly
$4.1 million. Cost-savings primarily come in the form of the reductions to required staff and increases in the
inmate to correctional officer ratio resulting from efficient design elements on the planned facility. The capital
costs are an investment in future annualized operational savings allowing us to save money and focus spending
in other areas. Additionally, ending the Justice and Transition Center project would require significant
investment in the current jail facility, specifically the 1995 and 1984 sections. Further, with $60 million already
bonded for the project, over $3 million in debt service will still need to be paid annually.
Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020. The legislation significantly
impacted the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County Jail. Additionally,
before the implementation of the 2019 criminal justice reform, Dutchess County had reduced our jail population
by 30 percent over a five year period through initiatives designed to divert lower risk and/or mentally ill
defendants from jail, including building our Stabilization Center; providing Crisis Intervention Training (CIT)
to law enforcement; and utilizing a sophisticated array of evidenced-based pretrial diversion practices as
alternatives to incarceration (ATIs). This work has become the model for many of the counties of which you
write about. Given these factors, the design of the new Justice and Transition Center was reduced by over 200
beds.
We recognize the changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only a legal
obligation, but a moral one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing
incarcerated individuals and providing rehabilitative programming shown to reduce recidivism and improve
outcomes. The Justice and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing millions in annualized
cost savings.
I appreciate your interest in this topic, and I hope I have addressed some, if not all, of your concerns.

Marcus J. Molinaro
Dutchess County Executive
22 Market Street
2

Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845-486-2000 phone
845-486-2021 fax
Email: countyexec@dutchessny.gov

www.dutchessny.gov

Original Message
From: Barbara Walsh <voteblueorelse@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 8, 2020- 9:09 AM
To: countyexec <countyexec@dutchessny.gov>; County Legislators <CountyLegislators@dutchessny.gov>;
Morris, Carolyn <cmorris@dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Stop the $200 Million Jail Now!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:
I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for
a new jail. The jail would be the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more
than all other county capital spending combined, with bond repayment extending into the 2040s . Post-Covid,
the county's financial situation is dire the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid
arrives, the county will need to borrow later this year to caver basic operations . Layoffs and cuts to essential
services seem inevitable.

—

This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities.
For example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism
and mental health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these services,
as well as on much-needed youth programs.
Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York's bail and discovery reform laws have
dramatically reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago, over
400). More people charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction
and mental-health diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into homeless
shelters and expand alternatives to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and reimagine public
safety.

For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July:
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of
part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.
Respectfully submitted,
3

Barbara Walsh
Sent from my iPhone
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From: Gwen Urbanczyk <gwen.urbanczyk @ gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 8, 2020 9:37 AM
To: countrylegislators @ dutchessny.gov
Cc: Morris, Carolyn <cmorris @ dutchessny.gov>

Subject: Public Comment

,

-

unexpected emails ,

"

1

i

Building a new jail that costs $200 Million dollars, or building a new jail regardless of cost, is completely and utterly
antithetical to providing justice for the black community and the black women who were assaulted by Poughkeepsie
police County legislators MUST stop the construction of yet another jail where black folks and other folks of color are
penned up in an effort by the state and police to control them and assert its power. County legislators must work
towards prison and police abolition. County legislators must listen to the demands of the victims of police violence.
Please vote to stop construction of this new jail and instead use that money to invest in education and black
communities.

.

l

Best,
Gwendolyn Urbanczyk
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From: Wendy Urban-Mead <wum @ bard.edu>
Sent: Wednesday, July 8, 2020 12:40 PM
To: CountyLegislature <CountyLegislature @ dutchessny.gov>
Cc: Black, Hannah <hblackdc4@gmail.com>
Subject: funding for the county jail -- re-direct it please
ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.
; / T,V
'

To the Dutchess County Legislature:
I am a 32-year resident and tax payer from the Town of Hyde Park.
My children proudly graduated from F. D. Roosevelt High School, in the classes of 2009 & 2015.

Local youth need to get a sense that they can be fully welcomed into joining civil society

them.

l

— that a place is there for

Therefore, I strongly support re-directing funding for the new jail into community building: especially for youth
development, day camps and other programming for youth from low-wealth families, and meaningful and wholeperson-based substance abuse & prevention programs for people from low-wealth families.
Addressing the food desert in the city of Poughkeepsie, and the urgent need for effective, user-friendly, and affordable
public -transportation county wide are pressing issues in want of adequate funding as well.

Developing grass-roots, community based solutions to social problems that have landed in the hands of the police is also
a vital need; this is especially clear to me after listening to the people speak at the "Listening Town Hall" on July 7.

Building a bigger jail is not likely to foster these needs and goals.
In brief, money for the new jail is far better spent on social programs, so that fewer people land afoul of the law. It's a
better choice than expanding the carceral capacity of the region.

I taught high school for four years at Arlington High School and currently teach at Bard College in the Master of Arts in
Teaching Program, where I prepare my students to become public school teachers and I teach history for the Bard
Prison initiative. This background gives me a fascinating insight into education both in public schools and in prison.
It is far easier to build a strong person from childhood up, than it is to rebuild a damaged adult.

—

Sincerely,

Wendy Urban-Mead

Wendy Urban-Mead, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of History
Master of Arts in Teaching Program
Bard College
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Hussing, Laura
From:

countyexec

Sent:
To:
Subject:

Wednesday, July 8, 2020 2:19 PM
Caroline Fenner; County Legislators; Pulver, Gregg
RE: Our economy is about to go off a cliff and we can't afford a new jail

Dear Caroline,

Thank you for your email. Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains our
priority. The County has heavily invested in access to mental health services with the building of the Stabilization Center,
a. 24/7 walk-in facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive crisis counseling, mental health
assessments, and peer advocacy. In addition to the Stabilization Center, the Department of Behavioral and Community
Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including our call or text service HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis intervention
Team, which can go directly into the community to aid individuals in crisis.
The County partners with local school districts to incorporate Second Step, a social-emotional learning program that
focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem-solving, and substance-abuse prevention all of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have also dedicated resources
to family stability by increasing family-based foster care placements, offering parent coaching, and providing homevisiting to high-risk families. A strong, stable, and reliable family structure supports positive social-emotional
development and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration.
Additionally, we remain committed to our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical components, needed
resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability, security, and success. In 2019 the County
began implementing the first set of initiatives, including a Foster Care Mentoring program and expanding youth
employment programs beyond the summer. We have also supported the youth services through our Agency Partner
Grant. Over the past eight years, over $7 million has been allocated to critical programs and services in our community
through this program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth programs - anti-bullying, workforce development,
literacy, and more.
These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to support young people
and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system. However, Section 217 of the New York State County Law still
mandates that a county maintain a jail. Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and those who provide
services to this population deserve a modern facility designed for the purpose of rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency.
The new Justice and Transition Center will provide:
greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as providing cost
•
"

savings;

the opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in a light-filled and safe environment that is more
conducive to positive behavioral change; and
the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential to
•
decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses ( ex. transitional
housing).

•

These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resulting in annual operational savings of nearly $4.1
million. Cost-savings primarily come in the form of the reductions to required staff and increases in the inmate to
correctional officer ratio resulting from efficient design elements on the planned facility. The capital costs are an
investment in future annualized operational savings allowing us to save money and focus spending in other areas.
Additionally, ending the Justice and Transition Center project would require significant investment in the current jail
facility, specifically the 1995 and 1984 sections. Further, with $60 million already bonded for the project, over $3 million
in debt service will still need to be paid annually.
Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020. The legislation significantly impacted
the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County Jail. Additionally, before the
l

implementation of the 2019 criminal justice reform, Dutchess County had reduced our jail population by 30 percent over
a five year period through initiatives designed to divert lower risk and/or mentally ill defendants from jail, including
building our Stabilization Center; providing Crisis Intervention Training ( CIT) to law enforcement; and utilizing a
sophisticated array of evidenced-based pretrial diversion practices as alternatives to incarceration ( ATIs). This work has
become the model for many of the counties of which you write about. Given these factors, the design of the new Justice
and Transition Center was reduced by over 200 beds.
We recognize the changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only a legal
obligation, but a moral one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing incarcerated
individuals and. providing rehabilitative programming shown to reduce recidivism and improve outcomes. The Justice
and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing millions in annualized cost savings.
I appreciate your interest in this topic, and 1 hope I have addressed some, if not all, of your concerns.

Marcus J. Molinaro
Dutchess County Executive
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845 -486-2000 phone
845 -486- 2021 fax
Email: countvexec (5> dutchessnv gov

.

www.dutchessny.gov

From: Caroline Fenner <mscarolinefenner @ gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 8, 2020 1:00 P1MTo: County Legislators <CountyLegislators@ dutchessny.gov>; Pulver, Gregg <gpulver @ dutchessny.gov>; countyexec
<countyexec @ dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Our economy is about to go off a cliff and we can't afford a new jail
ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or

There are numerous reasons you may have already received in emails as to why we should not build a new
jail. But I am focusing on the economic perspective only in this email. The honest reality is that Dutchess
County cannot afford this jail.

The unemployment rate in Dutchess County is 14.2% as of May 2020 and it continues to go up.
The unemployment rate is projected to be worse than the Great Depression in this country. More and more
people are losing their jobs every month. It is also terrifying to think that COVID has put every business we
know of at risk of going under. There are holes in the 2020 budget to be filled, there are existing county
infrastructures that need to be maintained and shored up, and there are county jobs we need to save.
Where will the revenue come from to pay back the jail? We cannot afford to have to pay back millions of dollars
for a new jail when we already have a jail. Instead, we can invest in appropriate and continual maintenance to
renovate the existing jail, perhaps build on to the jail, if needed.
I implore you to not look away at the economic devastation that we are heading towards. Face it front and
center and adjust the fiscal path accordingly by rescinding the remaining portion of the legislature' s 2016 bond
appropriation for jail construction.
2

;

\

Sincerely,
Caroline Fenner
42 Croft Rd.
Poughkeepsie, NY 12603
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From: diana rivera < drivera921@ gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 8, 2020 1:21 PM
To: County Legislators <CountyLegislators @ dutchessny.gov>
Cc: Morris, Carolyn <cmorris@ dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Public comment
ATTENTION; This email came from an external source. Donotopen attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
. unexpected emails .
,

Dutchess does not need a new prison, the money needs to go into programs within the community to prevent others
from entering the modem slave system that are prisons. So many schools are underfunded for recreational programs,
mental health care programs for the public need the funding, housing, addiction counseling, programs to help out of jail
people to get jobs and making the communities clean are all places the money should be going towards. Stop the
building of another prison. Thank you.
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From: Tracy Wright Mauer <twmauer @ gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 8, 2020 4:13 PM
To: countyexec <countyexec @ dutchessny.gov>
Cc: CountyLegislature <CountyLegislature @ dutchessny.gov>; Llaverias, Giancario <gllaverias @ dutchessny.gov>;
Sagliano, Don <dsagliano @ dutchessny.gov>; Polasek, Michael <mpolasek @ dutchessny.gov>; Black, Hannah
<hbiackdc4@ gmail.com>; Keith, Thomas L. <tkeith@ dutchessny.gov>; Edwards, Rebecca <redutchess6@gmail.com>;
Truitt, Will <wtruitt @ dutchessny.gov>; Brendii, Craig <cbrend!i@ dutchessny.gov>; Johnson, Randy
<rjohnson @ dutchessny.gov>; Atkins, Barrington R <bratkins @ dutchessny.gov>; Kearney, Brennan
<bkearney @ dutchessny.gov>; Metzger, John D. <metzger 4dc @gmail.com>; Bolner, Donna < dbolner @dutchessny.gov>;
Paoloni, Lisa <lpao!oni@dutchessny.gov>; Cavaccini, Joseph <jcavaccini@ dutchessny.gov>; Zernike, Frits
<fzernike@ dutchessny.gov>; McHoul, Douglas A. <dmchoul@ dutchessny.gov>; Page, Nick <npage @ dutchessny.gov>;
Pulver, Gregg <gpu!ver @ dutchessny.gov>; Munn, Kristofer <kmunn@ dutchessny.gov>; Caswell, Stephen
<scaswell @ dutchessny.gov>; Garito, Faye <fgarito @ dutchessny.gov>; Hauser, Edward <ehauser @ dutchessny.gov>;
Surman, Alan <aiansurman@optimum.net>; Houston, Deirdre <dhouston@dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Re: Funding for County Jail
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Dear County Executive,

Thank you for your quick response, however you have not addressed my concerns.
:

I applaud the investment in the Stabilization Center and many of the other social and recreational programs the county
invests in - 1 am advocating the county invest more in those programs. You highlight that, "Over the past eight years,
over $ 7 million has been allocated to critical programs and services in our community through [the Path to Promise ]
program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth programs - anti-bullying, workforce development, literacy, and
more." That averages to a total of $87,500 a year for "critical" programs, only $ 65,625 for youth programs. How is that
an investment to highlight in a response to a $200,000,000 expenditure? We need to flip those priorities.
I understand that the county is mandated by the state to operate a jail, and it should be safe, however, you have not
made the case that our existing jail is unsafe, that the old building precludes the county from offering better
programming or transitional housing, or that it can't be updated for a smaller investment or the existing bond
amount. Your main argument seems to be cost savings - a savings of $4.1 million dollars a year would take close to 50
years to recoup, at which point, someone will say we need a new, modern jail, and the cycle of investing in the prison
system over social programs perpetuates.
I have lived in the City of Poughkeepsie for over 20 years, raised a family here - we have seen what dis-investment in
our community looks like - and it looks like a $ 200,000,000 jail. So, I respectfully disagree with you for the need to fund
a brand new jail and I ask again that our County leaders reconsider this expenditure and go back to the planning table to
hammer out a new way forward.

Sincerely,
Tracy Wright Mauer

On Wed, Jul 8, 2020 at 2:18 PM countyexec <countvexec (5> dutchessny.gov> wrote:
Dear Tracy,

j

j

I

j
j
j

j

Thank you for your email. Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains our
priority. The County has heavily invested in access to mental health services with the building of the Stabilization
Center, a 24/ 7 walk-in facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive crisis counseling, mental
health assessments, and peer advocacy. In addition to the Stabilization Center, the Department of Behavioral and
Community Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including our call or text service HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis
Intervention Team, which can go directly into the community to aid individuals in crisis.
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The County partners with local school districts to incorporate Second Step, a social-emotional learning program that
focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem-solving, and substance- abuse prevention all of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have also dedicated resources
to family stability by increasing family-based foster care placements, offering parent coaching, and providing homevisiting to high-risk families. A strong, stable, and reliable family structure supports positive social-emotional
development and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration
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Additionally, we remain committed to our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical components
, needed
resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability, security, and success In 2019
the County
began implementing the first set of initiatives, including a Foster Care Mentoring program and expanding
youth
j employment programs beyond the summer. We have also supported the youth services through our Agency
Partner
j Grant. Over the past eight years, over $7 million has been allocated to critical programs and services in our community
i through this program Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth programs anti-bullying, workforce
;
development, literacy, and more.
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.

i

These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to support young
people
and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system. However, Section 217 of the New York State County Law
still
mandates that a county maintain a jail. Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and those who provide
I services to this population deserve a modern facility designed for the purpose of rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency.
The new Justice and Transition Center will provide:
1

;

•

greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as

savings;

providing cost

the opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in a light-filled and safe environment that is more
conducive to positive behavioral change; and
;

the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential to
j decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses ( ex. transitional
j housing).

i

i
t

These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resulting in annual operational savings of nearly
$4.1
million. Cost -savings primarily come in the form of the reductions to required staff and increases in the
inmate to
correctional officer ratio resulting from efficient design elements on the planned facility. The capital costs
are an
investment in future annualized operational savings allowing us to save money and focus spending in other
areas.
Additionally, ending the Justice and Transition Center project would require significant investment in the
current jail
facility, specifically the 1995 and 1984 sections. Further, with $60 million already bonded for the project
, over $3
million in debt service will still need to be paid annually.

:

Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020. The legislation significantly
impacted
the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County Jail. Additionally, before the
j implementation of the 2019 criminal justice reform, Dutchess County had reduced our jail population by 30 percent
overa five year period through initiatives designed to divert lower risk and or mentally ill defendants from jail
;
/
,
including
building our Stabilization Center; providing Crisis Intervention Training ( CIT) to law enforcement; and utilizing
!;
a sophisticated array of evidenced-based pretrial diversion practices as alternatives to incarceration (
ATIs). This work
j; has become the model for many of the counties of which you write about. Given these factors, the design of the new
: Justice
and Transition Center was reduced by over 200 beds.
j
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We recognize the changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only legal
a
[ obligation, but a moral one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing incarcerated
individuals and providing rehabilitative programming shown to reduce recidivism and improve outcomes. The
i
Justice
j. and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing millions in annualized cost savings.
j

4

1 I appreciate your interest in this topic, and I hope I have addressed some, if not all, of your concerns.
i
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Marcus J. Molinaro
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j From: Tracy Wright Mauer <twmauer (5? gmai].com>
| Sent: Wednesday, July 8, 2020 1:48 PM
!

:
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To: CountyLegisiature <CountyLegislature(S) dutchessnv.gov>: Llaverias, Giancarlo <g|[ averias (5> dutchessnv.gov>;
Sagliano, Don <dsagiiano (S) dutchessnv.gov>: Polasek, Michael <mpolasek (Sdutchessnv.gov>; Black, Hannah
<hblackdc4(5) gmail.com>: Keith, Thomas L. <tkeith(5) dutchessnv.gov>; Edwards, Rebecca <redutchess6(agmail.com>:
Truitt, Will <wtruitt (5) dutchessnv.gov>: Brendli, Craig <cbrendli(5> dutchessnv.gov >; Johnson, Randy
<rjohnson (5> dutchessnv. gov>; Atkins, Barrington R. <bratkins (5) dutchessny.gov>: Kearney, Brennan
<bkearney (5> dutchessnv.gov>; Metzger, John D. <metzger4dc (S> gmail.com>; Bolner, Donna <dbolner (5) dutchessnv.gov>;
Paoloni, Lisa <lpaoioni # dutchessny.gov>; Cavaccini, Joseph <icavaccini(5)dutchessnv.gov>; Zernike, Frits
<fzernike (S)dutchessnv.gov>: McHoul, Douglas A. <dmchoul(adutchessny.gov>: Page, Nick <npage (Sdutchessnv.gov>;
Pulver, Gregg <gpulver (S) dutchessnv.gov>: Munn, Kristofer <kmunn@ dutchessnv.gov>: Caswell, Stephen
<scaswell (5) dutchessny.gov>: Garito, Faye <fgarito (Sdutchessny.gov>: Hauser, Edward <ehauser (5) dutchessnv.gov>;
Surman, Alan <alansurman(Soptimum.net>; Houston, Deirdre <dhouston (5) dutchessnv.gov>; countyexec
<countvexec (5)dutchessnv.gov>
Subject: Funding for County Jail
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I am vehemently opposed to the spending of hundreds of millions of our tax dollars towards the expansion of a county
jail that we do not need. Please do not allow funding for this project to go ahead as outlined.

!
t
:

i

J

| Instead, I hope that the County Executive and Legislators will truly embody the ideas and growth that have been
| expressed these past few painful and tumultuous weeks, and would choose to re-allocate this funding towards projects
j that will support and uplift our community in more positive ways - such as investing in our parks, youth recreation, job
programs, health programs, and, specifically, invest some of it instead in the proposed community center where the old
YMCA sits abandoned.

:

i
:

i

:

j What a community prioritizes through funding demonstrates what we as a community value. I hope you will show us
i that we belong to a community that values the health, happiness, wellness, and success of our neighbors, and rejecting
the funding for the jail expansion is one step toward reflecting those values.
;

!

;

Thank you,

Tracy Wright Mauer
l

J 11 Meyer Ave.
\
!
:

Poughkeepsie, NY 12603
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"When you have a child

:
'

:

So begins the braiding

1

I

i And in that braid you stay."
:
i - Aldous Harding

"When you have a child
So begins the braiding
And in that braid you stay."

-- Aldous Harding
5

Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Morris; Carolyn
Wednesday, July 8, 2020 2:22 PM
Wager, Leigh
Hussing, Laura
FW: Public Comment
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Carolyn Morris
Clerk
Dutchess County Legislature
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, New York 12601
Tel: (845) 486-2100 • Fax: (845) 486-2113
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From: Georgia Calvert <gcalvert @ vassar.edu>
Sent: Wednesday, July 8, 2020 2:12 PM
To: County Legislators <CountyLegislators @ dutchessny.gov>

Subject: Re: Public Comment
ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

To whom it may concern,

I am a student at Vassar college and I have recently been informed that Dutchess County is in the midst of allocating
$ 200 million to the funding of a new jail. This is absolutely heartbreaking news. I would never support such an obscene
amount of money to go towards the funding of a jail, but at time like now, during the present political and social
hitting prisoners particularly hard, this move feels
i climate, not to mention the existence of a global pandemic that is
i
j like an especially hard blow to the people of Dutchess County. Why can't we allocate those funds towards public health
i or education? Aren't those the things that make a community thrive? Not building more jails and searching the streets
: for reasons to lock more people away. Not to mention, the prison system is essentially a loophole to perpetuate slavery
1

| in a modern day setting. Is that what we, in Dutchess County want to be bringing to our community and our people? I
hope the answer is no, otherwise I fear for the safety and well-being of Dutchess County citizens.
: I hope you reconsider what this action says and please put the people first. No more big moneyl

i

Georgia Calvert
:
)

i
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Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Morris, Carolyn
Wednesday, July 8, 2020 3:07 PM
Wager, Leigh
Hussing, Laura
FW: Stop the $ 200 MillionJail Now !
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Carolyn Morris
Clerk
Dutchess County Legislature
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, New York 12601
Tel: (845) 486-2100 • Fax: (845) 486-2113
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Original Message
From: countyexec <countyexec@dutchessny.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, July 8, 2020 2:18 PM
To: Tim Buzinski <timb68@gmail.com>; County Legislators <CountyLegislators@dutchessny.gov>; Morris,
Carolyn <cmorris@dutchessny.gov>
Subject: RE: Stop the $200 Million Jail Now!

Dear Tim,

Thank you for your email. Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains
our priority. The County has heavily invested in access to mental health services with the building of the
Stabilization Center, a 24/7 walk-in facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive
crisis counseling, mental health assessments, and peer advocacy. In addition to the Stabilization Center, the
Department of Behavioral and Community Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including our call or text
service HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis Intervention Team, which can go directly into the community to aid
individuals in crisis.
The County partners with local school districts to incorporate Second Step, a social -emotional learning program
that focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem-solving, and substance-abuse
i

prevention - all of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have
also dedicated resources to family stability by increasing family-based foster care placements, offering parent
coaching, and providing home-visiting to high-risk families. A strong, stable, and reliable family structure
supports positive social-emotional development and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration.
Additionally, we remain committed to our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical components,
needed resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability, security, and success. In
2019 the County began implementing the first set of initiatives, including a Foster Care Mentoring program and
expanding youth employment programs beyond the summer. We have also supported the youth services
through our Agency Partner Grant. Over the past eight years, over $7 million has been allocated to critical
programs and services in our community through this program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth
programs - anti-bullying, workforce development, literacy, and more.
These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to support young
people and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system. However, Section 217 of the New York State
County Law still mandates that a county maintain a jail. Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and
those who provide services to this population deserve a modem facility designed for the purpose of
rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency. The new Justice and Transition Center will provide:
greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as
•
providing cost savings;
the opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in a light-filled and safe environment that is
•
more conducive to positive behavioral change; and
•
the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential
to decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses (ex.
transitional housing).

These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resulting in annual operational savings of nearly
$4.1 million. Cost-savings primarily come in the form of the reductions to required staff and increases in the
inmate to correctional officer ratio resulting from efficient design elements on theplanned facility. The capital
costs are an investment in future annualized operational savings allowing us to save-money and focus spending
in other areas. Additionally, ending the Justice and Transition Center project would require significant
investment in the current jail facility, specifically the 1995 and 1984 sections. Further, with $60 million already
bonded for the project, over $3 million in debt service will still need to be paid annually.
Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020. The legislation significantly
impacted the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County Jail. Additionally,
before the implementation of the 2019 criminal justice reform, Dutchess County had reduced our jail population
by 30 percent over a five year period through initiatives designed to divert lower risk and/or mentally ill
defendants from jail, including building our Stabilization Center; providing Crisis Intervention Training (CIT)
to law enforcement; and utilizing a sophisticated array of evidenced-based pretrial diversion practices as
alternatives to incarceration (ATIs). This work has become the model for many of the counties of which you
write about. Given these factors, the design of the new Justice and Transition Center was reduced by over 200
beds.
We recognize the changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only a legal
obligation, but a moral one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing
incarcerated individuals and providing rehabilitative programming shown to reduce recidivism and improve
outcomes. The Justice and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing millions in annualized
cost savings.
I appreciate your interest in this topic, and I hope I have addressed some, if not all, of your concerns.

Marcus J. Molinaro
Dutchess County Executive
22 Market Street
2

Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845-486-2000 phone
845-486-2021 fax
Email: countyexec@dutchessny.gov

www.dutchessny.gov

Original Message

From: Tim Buzinski <timb68@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, My 8, 2020 2:15 PM
To: countyexec <countyexec@dutchessny.gov>; County Legislators <CountyLegislators@dutchessny. gov>;
Morris, Carolyn <cmorris@dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Stop the $200 Million Jail Now!
ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:
I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for
a new jail. The jail would be the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more
than all other county capital spending combined, with bond repayment extending into the 2040s. Post-Covid,
the county's financial situation is dire—the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid
arrives, the county will need to borrow later this year to cover basic operations. Layoffs and cuts to essential
services seem inevitable.

This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities.
For example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism
and mental health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these services,
as well as on much -needed youth programs.
Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York's bail and discovery reform laws have
dramatically reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago, over
400). More people charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction
and mental-health diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into homeless
shelters and expand alternatives to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and reimagine public
safety.

For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July:
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to constmction of the proposed jail, including renovation of
part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.
Respectfully submitted,
3

Timothy Buzinski
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Morris, Carolyn
Wednesday, July 8, 2020 3:10 PM
Wager, Leigh
Hussing, Laura
FW: Public Comment re: Dutchess County Jail Project
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From: Carmela Ortiz <carnnela.tz @ gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 8, 2020 2:54 PM
To: County Legislators <CountyLegislators @ dutchessny.gov>
Cc: Morris, Carolyn <cmorris@ dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Public Comment re: Dutchess County Jail Project

.

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emailsC
'

To whom it may concern:

i am reaching out to demand that the Dutchess County Jail Project be immediately halted. Especially
in these times, l believe that my home state of NY should be actively looking for alternatives to prison,
jail, and police forces to remediate societal problems and threaten the rights of voting, employment,
health, and happiness to my fellow Americans.
I

Considering how expensive the project will be, I hope that you consider the financial toll that
Dutchess County residents are already experiencing due to the current pandemic and rate of
unemployment. Don't push an enormous debt onto your residents. Look for ways to help and not
harm or hurt them.
Sincerely,
Carmela Ortiz
NYC Educator & Westchester Resident
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Hussing, Laura
Morris, Carolyn
Wednesday, July 8, 2020 3:26 PM
Wager, Leigh
Hussing, Laura
FW: Public Comment
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Poughkeepsie, New York 12601
Tel: (845) 486-2100 • Fax: (845) 486-2113

OFFICIAL AMERICAN FLAG DISPOSAL SITE

Visit us on

From: Olivia Page <oliviapagevela @gmaii.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 8, 2020 3:15 PM
To: County Legislators <CountyLegislators @ dutchessny.gov>
Cc: Morris, Carolyn <cmorris @ dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Public Comment

emails.
Dear

Members of the Dutchess County Legislature,

My name is Olivia Vela Page and I am a Chilean-American college student in Poughkeepsie. In the past year, I have
grown to love it, from the city to the town to the neighboring communities and the beautiful nature that surrounds us. I
never expected to feel such a connection to the place where I was studying. However, knowing the reality of this
community means being familiar with the many hardships we face, and the particular difficulties that our large Black and
Brown communities confront every day.
1

Today, I urge you to rescind funding for the $200 million dollar new county jail project.
It is the most expensive capital project our county hasever undertaken, at a time when we face the twin burdens of
a public health and economic crisis, and the long-overdue reckoning with systemic racial injustice. When this

project was proposed, there may have been certain justification, but today there is substantial evidence
demonstrating the obsolescence of moving forward with it. I am sure you are familiar with the numbers, but the
current jail has more than enough space for the 130 people housed there (particularly thanks to the recent bail
reform), and the massive debt this project proposes will fall on taxpayers into the 2040s, despite free-falling
county revenue.
,

Last Sunday, July 5th, community members came together to discuss what OUR priorities are, and what we
would like to see happen with $200 million dollars. If you truly are working to serve your community, you will
listen to my peers’ and my pleas to stop this unnecessary project. If you believe that we must address safety
in our communities, look to projects like MORE, that are more effective and cost between 78% and 97% less
than incarceration. Do not justify this with the promise of improving mental health and rehabilitation facilities for
incarcerated people. If this is truly something you care about changing, invest in programs and facilities not
associated with the prison industrial complex. Rather than responding to emergency calls with armed police,
focus on de-escalation and supporting individuals suffering of domestic violence, substance abuse, and mental
health issues. Now more than ever, our county needs to prioritize schools and education, that currently receive
less than half as much funding than the criminal legal system. It is time to fund youth programs instead of
incarcerating our youth. We need you to work towards affordable housing , pathways to professional
development, elevating Black and Brown communities, and boosting our local economy.
There are many ways to reimagine rehabilitation and accountability protocols, and to truly make our county
better and safer. We have voiced our difficulties, and proposed solutions time and again. As a county , we need
strong leaders that realign public policy with the priorities of our voters and taxpayers. You have the power to
make a real change and start investing in our community instead of locking us up. You hold a great deal of
power and I do not doubt that you must make difficult decisions every day, but this time, the answer is clear:
we do not need or want this project. I speak for myself and many others when I demand you vote against any
proposal that-allocates money to build the new “Justice and Transition Center.”
Thank you.
Olivia Vela Page
152 College Av
Poughkeepsie, NY 12603
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From: Camila Herrera <camilal398@ gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 8, 2020 3:30 PM
To: County Legislators <CountyLegislators @ dutchessny.gov>
Cc: Morris, Carolyn <cmorris@ dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Public Comment
ATTENTION;This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.
&s <
.

Hello my name is Camila Herrera. I live in dutchess county and am furiated about the idea of a new County jail being
funded and creater. Further more that this idea is on the brink of becoming a reality. We needxhange. I DO NOT
SUPPORT THIS AND AM IN FEAR THAT MY COUNTY IS ABOUT MODERN DAY SLAVERY. Please... Do not fund this. We
need the money for people who are homeless and hungry. Highschools that need new books, computers, social workers
and tools to have beautiful futures. DO NOT FUND THIS NEW COUNTY JAIL. WE ARE AGAINST IT.

1

Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Caitlin McNamara < cemcnamara @gmail.com >
Wednesday, July 8, 2020 3:32 PM
countyexec; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
Stop the $ 200 Million Jail Now !

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source: pot open attachments or click on linksfrom unknown senders of
unexpected emails.
Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:

I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for a new jail. The jail would
be the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more than all other county capital spending combined,
with bond repayment extending into the 2040s. Fost-Covid, the county’s financial situation is dire—the fund balance is being quickly
depleted, and unless direct federal aid arrives, the county will need to borrow later this year to cover basic operations. Layoffs and cuts
to essential services seem inevitable.
This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities. For example, we know
overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism and mental health needs are also on the rise.
Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these services, as well as on much-needed youth programs.

Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York's bail and discovery reform laws have dramatically reduced pretrial
incarceration and thus the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago, over 400). More people charged with misdemeanors are
being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction and mental-health diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to
convert jail cells into homeless shelters and expand alternatives to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and
reimagine public safety.
For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July:
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of part of the current
space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.

Respectfully submitted,
Caitlin McNamara
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Original Message
From: Margaret Ross <margaretross@mac.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 8, 2020 3:33 PM
To: Morris, Carolyn <cmorris@dutchessny.gov>
Cc: countylegislators@dutchess . gov
Subject: Public Comment

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.
Are we in Dutchess County competing for the worst timed public expenditure in American history? This is
profoundly irresponsible spending and all citizens of Dutchess County will suffer from this unnecessary waste
of rapidly diminishing public funds. Legislators, please ask yourselves why you would commit this profligate
misuse of our limited resource during this coming fiscal crisis.
.

Margaret Ross
Beacon
l
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From: Zoe Zahariadis <zzahariadis @vassar.edu>
Sent: Wednesday, July 8, 2020 3:34 PM
To: County Legislators <CountyLegislators@ dutchessny.gov>
Cc: Morris, Carolyn <cmorris @ dutchessny gov>
Subject: Public Comment

.

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or

Hi,

I am writing to urge you all to RESCIND FUNDING for the construction of the new jail in Dutchess County.
There is NO need to spend millions of dollars building a jail. Right now, police reforms are actually happening,
and building a new jail just goes to show that Dutchess County does not care about its black and brown
community. This money, instead, should be allocated to community programs and helping fight COVID-19
and all of the complications that come with this global pandemic.
1

Thank you,
Zoe Zahariadis

she/ her /hers

Vassar College c/o 2021
Political Science, French & Francophone studies double major
Women's Studies minor
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From: Joseph, Nick <njoseph @ dutchessny.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, July 8, 2020 3:36 PM
To: Atkins, Barrington R. <bratkins@ dutchessny.gov>; Black, Hannah <hblackdc 4@ gmail.com>; Bolner, Donna
<dbolner @ dutchessny.gov>; Brendli, Craig <cbrendli@ dutchessny.gov>; Caswell, Stephen <scaswell@ dutchessny.gov>;
Cavaccini, Joseph <jcavaccini @ dutchessny.gov>; Edwards, Rebecca <redutchess6@ gmail.com>; Garito, Faye
<fgarito@ dutchessny.gov>; Garito 2, Faye <faydee @ msn.com>; Hagstrom, Karen <khagstrom @ srddlaw.com>; Hagstrom,
KaTen <khagstrom @ dutchessny.gov>; Hauser, Edward <ehauser @ dutchessny.gov>; Houston, Deirdre
<dhouston@dutchessny.gov>; Johnson, Randy <rjohnson@ dutchessny.gov>; Johnson2, Randy
<rajohnson3568@ gmail.com>; Joseph, Nick <njoseph@ dutchessny.gov>; Kearney, Brennan
<bkearney @ dutchessny.gov>; Keith, Thomas L. <tkeith (5> dutchessny.gov>; Llaverias, Giancarlo
<gllaverias@ dutchessny.gov>; McHoul, Douglas A. < dmchoul @ dutchessny.gov>; Metzger, John D.
<metzger4dc @ gmail.com>; Morris, Carolyn <cmorris @ dutchessny.gov>; Munn, Kristofer <kmunn@ dutchessny.gov>;
Page, Nick <npage @ dutchessny.goy>; Paoloni, Lisa <lpao!oni@ dutchessny.gov>; Polasek, Michael
<mpolasek @ dutchessny.gov>; Pulver, Gregg <gpulver @ dutchessny.gov>; Sagliano, Don <dsagliano @ dutchessny.gov>;
Surman, Alan <alansurman @ optimum.net>; Truitt, Will <wtruitt @ dutchessny.gov>; Wager, Leigh
l

<iwager @ dutchessny.gov>; Zernike, Frits <fzernike@ dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Public Comment

Liiy Berman from the City of Poughkeepsie called the office to express her opposition to the Justice and Transition
Center project

.

Nick Joseph
Assistant to the Chairman
Dutchess County Legislature
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, New York 12601
( 845 ) 486-2103

i

2

Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Morris, Carolyn
Wednesday, July 8, 2020 4:04 PM
Wager, Leigh
Hussing, Laura
FW: Public Comment

Upload

Carolyn Morris
Clerk
Dutchess County Legislature
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, New Y ork 12601
Tel: (845) 486-2100 * Fax: (845) 486-2113

OFFICIAL AMERICAN FLAG DISPOSAL SITE

Original Message
From: Margaret Ross <margaretross@mac.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 8, 2020 3:42 PM
To: Morris, Carolyn <cmorris@dutchessny .gov>
Cc: County Legislators <CountyLegislators@dutchessny.gov>
Subject; Pub he Comment

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.
Are we in Dutchess County competing for the worst timed public expenditure in American history? This is
profoundly irresponsible spending and all citizens of Dutchess County will suffer from this unnecessary waste
of rapidly diminishing public funds. Legislators, please ask yourselves why you would commit this profligate
misuse of our limited resource during this coming fiscal crisis.

:

i
\

i

Margaret Ross
Beacon
l
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From: Judy Canham < jhcl221@ gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 8, 2020 3:53 PM
To: County Legislators <CountyLegislators @ dutchessny.gov>
Cc: Morris, Carolyn <cmorris @ dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Public Comment
ATTENTION : This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or dick on links from unknov<m senders or
unexpected emails .

In light of current national attention brought to criminal justice issues, and the reality of the dire County budget, I
believe it is the responsibility of the County Legislature to halt the jail expansion and critically examine alternatives to
the construction of the proposed jail.
Focusing on human potential on the front end and working to reduce social inequity will likely result in more meaningful
return on investment.
Thank you

Judy Canham
1

Clinton Corners, NY
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Original Message
From: Allie Duvall <stripedlifestyle@yahoo.com>
Sent: Wednesday, My 8, 2020 4:07 PM
To: Morris, Carolyn <cmorris@dutchessny.gov>; County Legislators <CountyLegislators@dutchessny.gov
>
Subject: Public Comment
ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Hello

Me and my fellow Hudson Valley people would agree now during a global pandemic especially but during
all
times our money should be put towards tilings that help and lift our community. Schools, youth programs
, jobs,
mental health, all health in general. The happiness of our ALL of our youth and ALL of our community
is most
important to have a flourishing community. Another jail would just perpetuate the vicious cycle
that is already
harming the black and brown in our communities.
Thank you
l

Alex from Ulster County NY
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Original Message
From: Catherine King <caking@vassar.edu>
Sent: Wednesday, July 8, 2020 4:15 PM
To: County Legislators <CountyLegislators@dutchessny.gov>
Cc: Morris, Carolyn <cmorris@dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Public Comment

ATTENTION : This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.
Dear county legislators,

I am writing to express my concern over the $200 million jail that Dutchess County is planning to build. There
are a number of reasons why I am concerned about the project and the ramifications it would have over years to
come. The rate of incarceration among black and brown people is already staggering. The proposed jail would
only reinforce the inequalities that plague our justice system, and would only serve to place more of these
individuals in jail than are already in there. Many individuals are incarcerated for non-violent crimes for lengthy
sentences, using taxpayer money that could be used to support the community which would in turn keep people
.

l

out of jail in the first place. Keeping non -violent individuals in jail does nothing to protect the community.
Furthermore, the number of people in jail is decreasing, making one wonder what the purpose of this is jail
really is. In fact there were over 400 people being in the jail two years ago. Right now the population is at
around 130. While being touted as ‘downsized’ the new jail is being built for 328. What purpose does this
serve? Why build a jail that would house more people than are currently in there right now? What message does
this send to the community?
Furthermore, Dutchess County already has a serious issue with the school-to-prison pipeline, especially in the
Poughkeepsie community. The fact that so many schools are facing a grave lack of funding due to poor test
scores and that instead of working to support these schools Dutchess County is planning to implement a new jail
is simply egregious. Students, primarily of color, are not being supported and instead are slipping between the
cracks. There is a far better use for this money than this jail, including increased funding for youth
programming which basically has not changed since 2006 and increased funding for health/mental health
services, as those with mental health concerns are also incarcerated at a much higher rate. Increasing funding
for these services would provide more jobs and bring more individuals to this area, thereby stimulating the
economy. This is of the utmost importance during these trying times.

In addition, Dutchess country does not have the funds for this undertaking, and it would be irresponsible for
Dutchess county to use these funds for a jail. If completed, the expansion of the jail would be the most
expensive capital project the county has ever undertaken. In the next four years, the jail would cost more than
all other county capital spending combined, and bond repayment would extend into the 2040s. Furthemore, it
would issue around $132 million in debt from 2020-2040, almost triple what would be issued to highways and
bridges ($45.7mil), and over 22 times rail-trails ($5.75mil) and public transport ($5.6 miljeach. Paying back the
construction bond will cost county taxpayers almost $10 million per year for the foreseeable future.
I sincerely hope that the county legislators of Dutchess county reconsider the use of these funds for the jail.

Thank you,
Catherine King
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Original Message
From: Jhujhar Sama <jhujharsama@icloud.com>
Sent: Wednesday, My 8, 2020 4:51 PM
To: County Legislators <CountyLegislators@dutchessny.gov>
Cc: Morris, Carolyn <cmorris@dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Public Comment

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.
Dear Duchess County,
My name is Jhujhar Sama and am a student at Vassar College. I want to voice my opinion against the new
proposed jail. It is the most expensive capital project the county has ever undertaken. In the next four years, the
jail would cost more than all other county capital spending combined, and bond repayment would extend into
the 2040s. It would issue around $132 million in debt from 2020-2040, almost triple what would be issued to
highways and bridges ($45.7mil), and over 22 times rail-trails ($5.75mil) and public transport ($5.6
mil)each.Despite free-falling county revenue, the jail would cost almost $200 million. Paying back the
l

construction bond will cost county taxpayers almost $10 million per year for the foreseeable future.While there
were over 400 people being housed in the jail two years ago, the population is currently down to around 130.
The 'downsized' new jail is being built to accommodate 328. We do not need more cells please. Instead we
should invest in social and welfare programs for our county. We need to invest in our education and youth . We
need to invest in our parks and recreation department. We need to invest to make our county more
environmentally sustainable and work towards a goal of becoming carbon neutral by 2025.
Thank you for your time and effort.

Best,
Jhujhar Sama
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Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

countyexec

Thursday, July 9, 2020 11:09 AM
Kate; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
RE: Stop the $ 200 Million Jail Now!

Dear Katherine,

Thank you for your email. Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains
our priority. The County has heavily invested in access to mental health services with the building of the
Stabilization Center, a 24/7 walk-in facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive
crisis counseling, mental health assessments, and peer advocacy. In addition to the Stabilization Center, the
Department of Behavioral and Community Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including our call or text
service HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis Intervention Team, which can go directly into the community to aid
individuals in crisis.
The County partners with local school districts to incorporate Second Step, a social-emotional learning program
that focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem-solving, and substance-abuse
prevention - ail of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have
also dedicated resources to family stability by increasing family-based foster care placements, offering parent
coaching, and providing home-visiting to high-risk families. A strong, stable, and reliable family structure
supports positive social-emotional development and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration.
Additionally, we remain committed to our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical components,
needed resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability, security, and success. In
2019 the County began implementing the first set of initiatives, including a Foster Care Mentoring program and
expanding youth employment programs beyond the summer. We have also supported the youth services
through our Agency Partner Grant. Over the past eight years, over $7 million has been allocated to critical
programs and services in our community through this program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth
programs - anti-bullying, workforce development, literacy, and more.
These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to support young
people and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system. However, Section 217 of the New York State
County Law still mandates that a county maintain a jail. Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and
those who provide services to this population deserve a modem facility designed for the purpose of
rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency. The new Justice and Transition Center will provide;
greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as
•
providing cost savings;
the opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in a light-filled and safe environment that is
•
more conducive to positive behavioral change; and
•
the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential
to decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses (ex.
transitional housing).
These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resulting in annual operational savings of nearly
$4.1 million. Cost-savings primarily come in the form of the reductions to required staff and increases in the
inmate to correctional officer ratio resulting from efficient design elements on the planned facility. The capital
costs are an investment in future annualized operational savings allowing us to save money and focus spending
in other areas. Additionally, ending the Justice and Transition Center project would require significant
investment in the current jail facility, specifically the 1995 and 1984 sections. Further, with $60 million already
bonded for the project, over $3 million in debt service will still need to be paid annually.
l

Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020. The legislation significantly
impacted the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County Jail. Additionally,
before the implementation of the 2019 criminal justice reform, Dutchess County had reduced our jail population
by 30 percent over a five year period through initiatives designed to divert lower risk and/or mentally ill
defendants from jail, including building our Stabilization Center; providing Crisis Intervention Training (CIT)
to law enforcement; and utilizing a sophisticated array of evidenced-based pretrial diversion practices as
alternatives to incarceration (ATIs). This work has become the model for many of the counties of which you
write about. Given these factors, the design of the new Justice and Transition Center was reduced by over 200
beds.
We recognize the changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only a legal
obligation, but a moral one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing
incarcerated individuals and providing rehabilitative programming shown to reduce recidivism and improve
outcomes. The Justice and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing millions in annualized
cost savings .
I appreciate your interest in this topic, and I hope I have addressed some, if not all, of your concerns.
Marcus J. Molinaro
Dutchess County Executive
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845-486-2000 phone
845-486-2021 fax
Email: countyexec@dutchessny.gov

www.dutchessny.gov

Original Message
From: Kate <kchorom@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 8, 2020 5:06 PM
To: countyexec <countyexec@dutchessny.gov>; County Legislators <CountyLegislators@dutchessny.gov>;
Morris, Carolyn <cmorris@dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Stop the $200 Million Jail Now!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.
Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:

I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for
a new jail. The jail would be the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more
than all other county capital spending combined, with bond repayment extending into the 2040s. Post-Covid,
the county's financial situation is dire the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid
arrives, the county will need to borrow later this year to cover basic operations. Layoffs and cuts to essential
services seem inevitable.

—

2

This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities .
For example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19- pandemic, and that alcoholism
and mental health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these sendees,
as well as on much-needed youth programs.

Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York's bail and discovery reform laws have
dramatically reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago, over
400). More people charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community -based treatment for addiction
and mental-health diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into homeless
shelters and expand alternatives to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and reimagine public
safety.

For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July:
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of
part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.
Respectfully submitted,

Katherine Thyberg
Sent from my iPhone
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Original Message
From: Celia Plimsoll <cplimsol@bates.edu>
Sent: Wednesday, July 8, 2020 5:24 PM
To: County Legislators <CountyLegislators@dutchessny.gov>
Cc: Morris, Carolyn <cmorris@dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Public Comment
ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Hello,
My name is Celia and I am a resident of Dutchess county and I am writing to profess my great upset at the
possibility of building a new jail in Dutchess County . It is an incredible waste of money.
The money (200 million) could be used more beneficially to improve child care, public facilities, parks, and
town facilities such as libraries and other communal areas.

l

It is the most expensive capital project the county has ever undertaken. In the next four years, the jail would cost
more than all other county capital spending combined, and bond repayment would extend into the 2040s.
It would issue around $132 million in debt from 2020-2040, almost triple what would be issued to highways
and bridges ($45.7 mil), and over 22 times rail-trails ($5.75mil) and public transport ($5.6 miljeach.
Despite free-falling county revenue, the jail would cost almost $200 million. Paying back the construction bond
will cost county taxpayers almost $10 million per year for the foreseeable future.

While there were over 400 people being housed in the jail two years ago, the population is currently down to
around 130. The ' downsized' new jail is being built to accommodate 328. We do not need more cells.
Thank you,
Celia
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Original Message
From: Clare Carty <clareecarty@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 8, 2020 5:31 PM
To: County Legislators <CountyLegislators@dutchessny.gov>
Cc: Morris, Carolyn <cmorris@dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Public Comment

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.
Dutchess county does not need a new jail!! 200 millions dollars from the jail could be used improve education,
instead of punishing people who deserve rehabilitation and care. Prisons
housing, homelessness, and poverty
do not keep us safe, and instead allow us to hide people out of view and say you as the government are doing
something, when you aren’t, you aren’t addressing the problems that cause crime and violence. Prisons punish
people and continue to punish people throughout the rest of their lives, taking about their right to vote, job
opportunities and lives. Instead of causing harm, this 200 million could go to improving the lives of so many
people.

—

l

Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Daniel Watkins < danie!watkins312@ gmail.com >
Wednesday, July 8, 2020 5:34 PM
County Legislators
Public Comment

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear legislators,
It is actually ridiculous that I need to send this message, due to the fact that 200,000,000 dollars for a new jail is
an outrageously egregious idea. The fact that this even needs to be said to you is insanity. There are
200,000,000 better ways to spend that amount of money on the community that would be more affective or
helpful for our community, and the fact that in the middle of a movement such as this, an email even needs to be
sent to spell this out to you is preposterous. This is money that can go to improving education, improving social
services, youth programs, and focusing more on ways to stop violence in the community other than just jailing
people that clearly need help instead of thinking of them as broken and tossing them in a jail. I hope that all
members voting can get some sense and vote no for this jail.
Signed, a concerned citizen,

Daniel Watkins
Hopewell Junction
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Hussing, Laura
Morris, Carolyn
Thursday, July 9, 2020 7:44 AM
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From: gregg kastanis <greggleahk @ gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 8, 2020 5:42 PM
To: County Legislators <CountyLegislators @ dutchessny.gov>
Cc: thepoughkeepsiejournal@ gannett.com; Morris, Carolyn <cmorris @ dutchessny.gov>
Subject: New Jail Construction
ATTENTION: This email camefrom an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or

When reading about the proposed Jail construction project over the iast few years dutchess gov. said our jails
were overcrowded and that we spent too much money housing our inmates at out of county jails. Gov. officials said the
savings from incounty housing would offset the cost of the jail, is this still the case? I have seen some data recently that
suggest this is not the case . With bail reform and the declining jail population does the county really need this expense.
If i am correct I believe Gov. Cuomo has shut Jails in this area

l

state prisons in what’s known as the Sullivan Hub: Sullivan and
Woodboume correctional facilities in Sullivan County; Ulster and Eastern correctional
facilities in Napanoch, and Shawangunk and Wallkill correctional facilities in Ulster
County; and Otisville Correctional in Orange County.”
" Locally, there are seven

Doesn't it make sense to use these as regional jails rather than take on this large new
expense at a time when we state and county budgets are strained and we are asking people
to retire early. I have sent this email to the Pok. Journal as maybe they can investigate and
provide the people of Dutchess County with new, clear, economic data on the building of
this Jail.

Regards, Gregg Kastanis

Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

countyexec

Thursday, July 9, 2020 11:08 AM
Johannes Harkins; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
RE: Stop the $ 200 Million Jail Now!

Dear Johannes,

Thank you for your email. Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains our
priority. The County has heavily invested in access to mental health services with the building of the Stabilization Center,
a 24/7 walk-in facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive crisis counseling, mental health
assessments, and peer advocacy. In addition to the Stabilization Center, the Department of Behavioral and Community
Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including our call or text service HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis Intervention
Team, which can go directly into the community to aid individuals in crisis.
The County partners with local school districts to incorporate Second Step, a social-emotional learning program that
focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem-solving, and substance-abuse prevention ail of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have also dedicated resources
to family stability by increasing family-based foster care placements, offering parent coaching, and providing homevisiting to high-risk families. A strong, stable, and reliable family structure supports positive social-emotional
development and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration.
Additionally, we remain committed to our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical components, needed
resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability, security, and success, in 2019 the County
began implementing the first set of initiatives, including a -Foster Care Mentoring program and expanding youth
employment programs beyond the summer. We have also supported the youth services through our Agency Partner
Grant. Over the past eight years, over $7 million has been allocatedlo critical programs and services in our community
through this program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth programs - anti-bullying, workforce development,
literacy, and more.
These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to support young people
and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system. However, Section 217 of the New York State County Law still
mandates that a county maintain a jail. Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and those who provide
services to this population deserve a modern facility designed for the purpose of rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency.
The new Justice and Transition Center will provide:
greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as providing cost
•
savings;
the opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in a light-filled and safe environment that is more
•
conducive to positive behavioral change; and
the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential to
•
decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses ( ex. transitional
housing).
-

These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resulting in annual operational savings of nearly $4.1
million. Cost -savings primarily come in the form of the reductions to required staff and increases in the inmate to
correctional officer ratio resulting from efficient design elements on the planned facility. The capital costs are an
investment in future annualized operational savings allowing us to save money and focus spendingJn other areas.
Additionally, ending the Justice and Transition Center project would require significant investment in the current jail
facility, specifically the 1995 and 1984 sections. Further, with $60 million already bonded for the project, over $3 million
in debt service will still need to be paid annually.
Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020. The legislation significantly impacted
the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County Jail. Additionally, before the
l
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implementation of the 2019 criminal justice reform, Dutchess County had reduced our jail population by 30 percent over
a five year period through initiatives designed to divert lower risk and/or mentally ill defendants from jail, including
building our Stabilization Center; providing Crisis Intervention Training ( CIT) to law enforcement; and utilizing a
sophisticated array of evidenced-based pretrial diversion practices as alternatives to incarceration (ATIs ). This work has
become the model for many of the counties of which you write about. Given these factors, the design of the new Justice
and Transition Center was reduced by over 200 beds.
We recognize the changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only a legal
obligation, but a moral one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing incarcerated
individuals and providing rehabilitative programming shown to reduce recidivism and improve outcomes. The Justice
and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing millions in annualized cost savings.
I appreciate your interest in this topic, and I hope I have addressed some, if not all, of your concerns.

Marcus J. Molinaro
Dutchess County Executive
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845-486-2000 phone
845-486-2021 fax
Email: countyexec (5) dutchessnv.gov

www.dutchessny.gov

From: Johannes Harkins <johannes.harkins @ gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 8, 2020 6:03 PM
To: countyexec <countyexec @ dutchessny.gov>; County Legislators <CountyLegislators @ dutchessny.gov>; Morris,
Carolyn <cmorris @ dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Stop the $ 200 Million Jail Now !

iSSI ATTENTION : This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:
I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for a new jail. The jail would
be the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more than all other county capital spending combined,
with bond repayment extending into the 2040s. Post-Covid, the county's financial situation is dire the fund balance is being quickly
depleted, and unless direct federal aid arrives, the county will need to borrow later this year to cover basic operations. Layoffs and cuts
to essential sen/ices seem inevitable.

—

This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities. For example, we know
overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism and mental health needs are also on the rise.
Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these services, as well as on much-needed youth programs.
Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York's bail and discovery reform laws have dramatically reduced pretrial
incarceration and thus the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago, over 400). More people charged with misdemeanors are
being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction and mental-health diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to
convert jail cells into homeless shelters and expand alternatives to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and
reimagine public safety.
For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July:
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature’s 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of part of the current
space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.

2

Respectfully submitted,
Johannes Harkins, Beacon, NY
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Hussing, Laura
Morris, Carolyn on behalf of CountyLegisiature
Thursday, July 9, 2020 7:55 AM
Wager, Leigh
Hussing, Laura
FW: No new jails
No New Dutchess County Jail.pdf
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To:
Cc:

Subject:
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Carolyn Morris
Clerk
Dutchess County Legislature
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, New York 12601
Tel: ( 845) 486-2100 * Fax: ( 845) 486-2113
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From: Newburgh LGBTQ. Center <thenewburghcenter @ gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 8, 2020 6:08 PM
To: CountyLegisiature <CountyLegislature @ dutchessny.gov>
Subject: N o new jails

emmrnrnoN; This email came from.an externa! source. Do not open attachments or click on finks from unknown senders or
m

Hello,
We the community members of Dutchess County along with Hudson Valley Black Lives Matter
Chapter, the Newburgh LGBTQ Center, End the New Jim Crow Action Network (ENJAN), and
Community Voices Heard demand that the Dutchess County Legislature rescind the remaining
portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction (“Justice and Transition
Center”). To demonstrate the urgency of our request, we collected the following data and community
member input.
Please find our findings attached to this email.
I

Thank you for your time and consideration please feel free to contact out to us for any questions
regarding this matter.
"No Pride for some of us without Liberation for All of Us!" - Marsha P. Johnson
Follow us:
Facebook
In stagram
Check us out at: https:/ /www.newburgh-center.org/
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Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Morris, Carolyn
Thursday, July 9, 2020 7:44 AM
Wager, Leigh
Hussing, Laura
FW: Public Comment

Upload

Carolyn Morris
Clerk
Dutchess County Legislature
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, New York 12601
Tel: (845) 486-2100 • Fax : (845) 486-2113

OFFICIAL AMERICAN FLAG DISPOSAL SITE
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From: Jenny Ghetti <jennyeghetti @ gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 8, 2020 6:09 PM
To: County Legislators <CountyLegislators @ dutchessny.gov>
Cc: Morris, Carolyn <cmorris @ dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Public Comment
ATTENTION: This email came from an external source/ Do not open attachments or click on links

unexpected'emails.

from unknown senders or

My name is Jenny Ghetti and I have been a resident of Dutchess County for over 10 years. I am appalled that our
county
legislators are considering spending $ 200 million on the construction of a new jail in Dutchess County. I understand the
desire to improve the current facility, but it is incredibly clear that expanding the scope and wealth of the carceral
system is notthe correct move forward-instead, we should be investing more money into our schools, community
programming, and social services. We should be focusing on releasing incarcerated individuals, and addressing the root
problems of underserved communities and over-policing. 1 am proud to live in the Hudson Valley--let us participate and
lead in the national conversation ! No new jails !
l

Additionally, the debt incurred from rescinding the bonds in order to fund this jail could be cataclysmic for our
community. It is unconscionable to plunge Dutchess County into unbelievable debt, only to uphold and expand our
current inhumane form of incarceration. Consider this: Deputy County Executive William O 'Neil suggests that the new
jail could save $4 million a year is such a small return on investment ( a 30-40 year prospect) worth it ? Should we
instead think about alternatives to jailing? What could we use that $ 200 million for, that would have a better long-term
jmpact?

—

Why don't we invest in better facilities for the unhoused community in Dutchess County? Why don ' t we invest in youth
programs, affordable housing programs, community centers, rehabilitation centers--why do we have a need for so many
jail cells in Dutchess County? i urge you to consider the national response to the problem of policing-- we don't want any
more money being spent on police, and we don't want any more money being spent on jails. It 's time to think differently
and take action to change the communities where we live.

Thank you,
Jenny Ghetti
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Hussing, Laura
Morris, Carolyn
Thursday, July 9, 2020 7:44 AM
Wager, Leigh
Hussing, Laura
FW: Public Comment
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Carolyn Morris
Clerk
Dutchess County Legislature
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, New York 12601
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From: Jane Korn <korn@bard.edu>
Sent: Wednesday, July 8, 2020 6:09 PM
To: countylegislators @ dutchessny com
Cc: Kearney, Brennan <bkearney @ dutchessny.gov>; Morris, Carolyn <cmorris @ dutchessny.gov>

.

Subject: Public Comment
ATTENTION: This email comefrom an external source , Do notopen attachments orclick

onJinksfrom unknown senders or.

Dear County Legislators,

I write to support the resolution to rescind the remaining portion of the 2017 bond appropriation for the
construction of a new County Jail. A projected 500-bed jail was always wrong for Dutchess County, with its
slightly less than 300,000 residents. Although the current jail was overcrowded at the time the project was
approved, the right solution all along was to reduce the size of the inmate population, not to build a bigger jail.
Now that reduction has taken place: from 400 inmates a few years back to 130 now.
l

I am grateful te the New York State Legislature and to Dutchess County for reforms that have shrunk the
number of incarcerated persons in our jail. I am encouraged that the temporary jail housing, the “pods,” are now
empty of inmates and have been used instead to house- the homeless. In what has been a truly terrible year, so
far, for our state and our nation, these new directions in criminal justice and care for the homeless are
heartening. It remains to cancel the borrowing for the original jail project, now that the existing jail is no longer
overcrowded.

I also support the search for alternatives to the construction of a new jail and urge that membership on the
commission proposed to conduct this search include current or recent inmates of the Dutchess County Jail.
Thank you,

Jane Kom
Rhinebeck, NY
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Hussing, Laura
Morris, Carolyn
Thursday, July 9, 2020 7:44 AM
Wager, Leigh
Hussing, Laura
FW: No More Jails
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From: Adam Benamram <abenamram @ vassar.edu>

Sent: Wednesday, July 8, 2020 6:11 PM
To: County Legislators <CountyLegislators @ dutchessny.gov>
Subject: No More Jails
ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or

To whom it may concern,

We do not need another jail in Duchess County. I have nothing to add other than my voice. You have heard the
arguments, the pain you will cause if you move forward with this project . You know exactly what you are doing.

Understand your power and reconsider.
Sincerely,
Adam Benamram
l

Hussing, Laura
Morris, Carolyn on behalf of CountyLegislature
Thursday, July 9, 2020 7:55 AM
Wager, Leigh
Hussing, Laura
FW: Support the resolution to rescind the remainder of the jaiLbond in Dutchess County
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From: Stephanie Sandler <StephanieLSandler @ hotmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 8, 2020 6:12 PM
To: CountyLegislature <CountyLegislature @ dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Support the resolution to rescind the remainder of the jail bond in Dutchess County
ATTENTION:; This email came from an external,source. . Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
expected emails.

Dear Legislator McHoul
I am writing in support of the resolution to rescind the remainder of the jail bond for Dutchess county. Here are my
reasons:

Here' s why it is important that the jail bond be rescinded:
1) the bond is for a building only, not for programming, services, alternatives to incarceration
i

Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:

To:
Subject:

countyexec

Thursday, July 9, 2020 11:08 AM
Barbara Margolis; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
RE: Stop the $ 200 Million Jail Now !

Dear Barbara,
Thank you for your email. Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains
our priority. The County has heavily invested in access to mental health services with the building of the
Stabilization Center, a 24/7 walk-in facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive
crisis counseling, mental health assessments, and peer advocacy. In addition to the Stabilization Center, the
Department of Behavioral and Community Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including our call or text
service HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis Intervention Team, which can go directly into the community to aid
individuals in crisis.
The County partners with local school districts to incorporate Second Step, a social-emotional learning program
that focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem-solving, and substance-abuse
prevention - all of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have
also dedicated resources to family stability by increasing family-based foster care placements, offering parent
coaching, and providing home-visiting to high-risk families. A strong, stable, and reliable family structure
supports positive social-emotional development and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration.
Additionally, we remain committed to our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical components,
needed resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability, security, and success . In
2019 the County began implementing the first set of initiatives, including a Foster Care Mentoring program and
expanding youth employment programs beyond the summer. We have also supported the youth services
through our Agency Partner Grant. Over the past eight years, over $7 million has been allocated to critical
programs and services in our community through this program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth
programs - anti-bullying, workforce development, literacy, and more.
These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to support young
people and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system. However, Section 217 of the New York State
County Law still mandates that a county maintain a jail. Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and
those who provide services to this population deserve a modem facility designed for the purpose of
rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency. The new Justice and Transition Center will provide:
•
greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as
providing cost savings;
the opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in a light-filled and safe enviromnent that is
•
more conducive to positive behavioral change; and
the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential
•
to decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses (ex.
transitional housing).

These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resulting in annual operational savings of nearly
$4.1 million. Cost-savings primarily come in the form of the reductions to required staff and increases in the
inmate to correctional officer ratio resulting from efficient design elements on the planned facility. The capital
costs are an investment in future annualized operational savings allowing us to save money and focus spending
in other areas. Additionally, ending the Justice and Transition Center project would require significant
investment in the current jail facility, specifically the 1995 and 1984 sections. Further, with $60 million already
bonded for the project, over $3 million in debt service will still need to be paid annually.
l

Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020 . The legislation significantly
impacted the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County Jail . Additionally,
before the implementation of the 2019 criminal justice reform, Dutchess County had reduced our jail population
by 30 percent over a five year period through initiatives designed to divert lower risk and/or mentally ill
defendants from jail, including building our Stabilization Center; providing Crisis Intervention Training (CIT)
to law enforcement; and utilizing a sophisticated array of evidenced-based pretrial diversion practices as
alternatives to incarceration (ATIs). This work has become the model for many of the counties of which you
write about. Given these factors, the design of the new Justice and Transition Center was reduced by over 200
beds .
We recognize the changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only a legal
obligation, but a moral one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing
incarcerated individuals and providing rehabilitative programming shown to reduce recidivism and improve
outcomes. The Justice and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing millions in annualized
cost savings.
I appreciate your interest in this topic, and I hope I have addressed some, if not all, of your concerns .
-

Marcus J. Molinaro
Dutchess County Executive
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845-486-2000 phone
845-486-2021 fax
Email: countyexec@dutchessny.gov

www .dutchessny.gov

Original Message
From: Barbara Margolis <bemargolis@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 8, 2020 7:43 PM
To: countyexec <countyexec@dutchessny.gov>; County Legislators <CountyLegislators@dutchessny.gov>;
Morris, Carolyn <cmorris@dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Stop the $200 Million Jail Now!
ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.
Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:

I have listened to County Executive Molmaro’s presentations to voters in our district over these last few
months. I have been impressed with his ability to evaluate difficult situations and to make efforts to resolve
issues we are confronting together as a result of Covid-19. Consequently, I am SURE that you and our
Dutchess County Legislators will seriously look for an intelligent and responsible solution to this problem.

I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for
a new jail. The jail would be the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more
than all other county capital spending combined, with bond repayment extending into the 2040s. Post-Covid ,
the county's financial situation is dire the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid

—

2

arrives, the county will need to borrow later this year to cover basic operations . Layoffs and cuts to essential
services seem inevitable.
This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities.
For example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism
and mental health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these services,
as well as on much needed youth programs.
’

-

Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York's bail and discovery reform laws have
dramatically reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago, over
400). More people charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction
and mental-health diagnoses . Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into homeless
shelters and expand alternatives to incarceration , Dutchess County should join their ranks and reimagine public
safety.

For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July:
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of
part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.
Respectfully submitted,

Barbara Margolis
Red Hook, NY 12571
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Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

countyexec

Thursday, July 9, 2020 11:07 AM
clverdi; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
RE: Stop the $ 200 Million Jail Now!

Dear Cassandra,

Thank you for your email. Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains our
priority. The County has heavily invested in access to mental health services with the building of the Stabilization Center,
a 24/ 7 walk-in facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive crisis counseling, mental health
assessments, and peer advocacy. In addition to the Stabilization Center, the Department of Behavioral and Community
Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including our call or text service HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis Intervention
Team, which can go directly into the community to aid individuals in crisis.
The County partners with local school districts to incorporate Second Step, a social-emotional learning program that
focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem-solving, and substance-abuse prevention all of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have also dedicated resources
to family stability by increasing family-based foster care placements, offering parent coaching, and providing homevisiting to high-risk families. A strong, stable, and reliable family structure supports positive social-emotional
development and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration.
Additionally, we remain committed to our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical components, needed
resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability, security, and success. In 2019 the County
began implementing the first set of initiatives, including a Foster Care Mentoring program and expanding youth
employment programs beyond the summer. We have also supported the youth-services through our Agency Partner
Grant. Over the past eight years, over $7 million has been allocated to critical programs and services in our community
.. through this program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth programs - anti-bullying, workforce development,
literacy, and more.
These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to support young people
and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system. However, Section 217 of the New York State County Law still
mandates that a county maintain a jail Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and those who provide
services to this population deserve a modern facility designed for the purpose of rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency.
The new Justice and Transition Center will provide:
greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as providing cost
•

.

savings;

the opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in a light-filled and safe environment that is more
•
conducive to positive behavioral change; and
the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential to
•
decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses ( ex. transitional
housing).

These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resulting in annual operational savings of nearly $4.1
million. Cost -savings primarily come in the form of the reductions to required staff and increases in the inmate to
correctional officer ratio resulting from.efficient design elements on the planned facility. The capital costs are an
investment in future annualized operational savings allowing us to save money and focus spending in other areas.
Additionally, ending the Justice and Transition Center project would require significant investment in the current jail
facility, specifically the 1995 and 1984 sections. Further, with $60 million already bonded for the project, over $3 million
in debt service will still need to be paid annually.
1

i

Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020. The legislation significantly impacted
the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County Jail. Additionally, before the
implementation of the 2019 criminal justice reform, Dutchess County had reduced our jail population by 30 percent over
a five year period through initiatives designed to divert lower risk and/ or mentally ill defendants from jail, including
building our Stabilization Center; providing Crisis Intervention Training ( CIT) to law enforcement; and utilizing a
sophisticated array of evidenced-based pretrial diversion practices as alternatives taincarceration ( ATIs). This work has
become the model for many of the counties of which you write about. Given these factors, the design of the new Justice
and Transition Center was reduced by over 200 beds.
We recognize the changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only a legal
obligation, but a moral one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing incarcerated
individuals and providing rehabilitative programming shown to reduce recidivism and improve outcomes. The Justice
and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing millions in annualized cost savings.
I appreciate your interest in this topic, and I hope I have addressed some, if not all, of your concerns.

Marcus J. Molinaro
Dutchess County Executive
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845-486-2000 phone
845-486-2021 fax
Email: countvexec (S) dutchessnv.gov

www.dutchessny. gov

From: clverdi <clverdi@ gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 8, 2020 8:34 PM
To: countyexec <countyexec @ dutchessny.gov>; County Legislators <CountyLegisiators @ dutchessny.gov>; Morris,
Carolyn <cmorris (® dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Stop the $ 200 Million Jail Now !
ATTENTION : This email came from an external source. Donotopen attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:

I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for a new jail.
The jail would be the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more than all other county
capital spending combined, with bond repayment extending into the 2040s. Post-Covid, the county’s financial situation
is dire — the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid arrives, the county will need to borrow
later this year to cover basic operations. Layoffs and cuts to essential services seem inevitable.

This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities. For
example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism and mental
health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these services, as well as on muchneeded youth programs.

Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York ' s bail and discovery reform laws have dramatically
reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jail population ( around 130 now; two years ago, over 400). More people
2

charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction and mental-health
diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail ceils into homeless shelters and expand alternatives
to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and reimagine public safety.

For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July:
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature' s 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of .part of
the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.

Respectfully submitted,

Cassandra Verdichizzi
Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone
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Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Morris, Carolyn
Thursday, July 9, 2020 7:46 AM
Wager, Leigh
Hussing, Laura
FW: Public Comment

Upload

Carolyn Morris
Clerk
Dutchess County Legislature
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, New York 12601
Tel: (845) 486-2100 • Fax: (845) 486-2113
OFFICIAL AMERICAN FLAG DISPOSAL SITE

Original Message
From: Emily Jane Orr <scallywagon@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 8, 2020 8:45 PM
To: Morris, Carolyn <cmorris@dutchessny .gov>
Cc: County Legislators <CountyLegislators@dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Public Comment
ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Hello,
I' m writing in support of rescinding funding for the construction of the new jail in Dutchess county. The
Dutchess Democrats Statement emphasises that the population in the Dutchess county jail has dropped and has
currently around 130 individuals. In terms of Dutchess county's funding, the portion of the annual county
budget allocated to the sheriffs department and the jail has increased in the last 20 years while health/mental
health and youth program spending continues to drop. Funds to the sheriffs department and jail should be
reallocated towards programs that provide support and safety for Dutchess county communities. The criminal
justice system in Dutchess county must be recognized as part of the oppressive system in the US that targets and
l

harms the lives of People of Color. Expanding that system in our county by adding a new jail will contribute to
the systemic racism that continues to harm People of Color. With that and the strenuous effects of this current
pandemic, Dutchess county needs to prioritize reallocating that $200,000,000 towards programs for the
safety/protection for all, such as public housing, healthcare, public education, immigration programs and
support, mental health services and much more. I oppose the new Dutchess county jail project.

Best,
Emily J. Orr
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Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Morris, Carolyn
Thursday, July 9, 2020 7:46 AM
Wager, Leigh
Hussing, Laura
FW: Public Comment
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Carolyn Morris
Clerk
Dutchess County Legislature
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, New York 12601
Tel: (845) 486-2100 • Fax: (845) 486-2113
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From: Melissa Hoffmann <mhoffmann@ vassar.edu>
Sent: Wednesday, July 8, 2020 9:20 PM
To: County Legislators <CountyLegislators @ dutchessny.gov>
Cc: Morris, Carolyn <cmorris @ dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Public Comment
ATTENTION:This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or

160 Students and Alumni - from Vassar have si gned on to the following statement in support of the legislation
proposed by the Dutchess County Democrats to rescind funding for the construction of the new jail.
We demand that the Dutchess County government rescind funding for the construction of the new jail. Building
a new jail will inevitably lock more people up unnecessarily and occupy much-needed funds. It will further
systemic oppression, racism, and police violence in Dutchess County, contradicting national and local calls to
shift legislative funding and priorities towards community needs. The plans to construct a $200 million jail does
not have community support or meet community needs.
l

Our so-called “criminal justice system” does not address the systemic underlying causes of why people are in
jail; creating new jails blatantly ignores the fact that policing and jails do not make communities safer. Vassar is
a community that manages conflict by recognizing the humanity in people first. We engage with practices that
seek to minimize individual punishment for certain actions, conflicts, or violations, to help harm-doers come to
an understanding of how their actions impact others. We gi ve people a chance to seek justice and repair that
harm. Practices like restorative justice and, more powerfully, transformative justice where the harm-doer
engages in personal and community transformation to make a change address the source of the issues and are
far more effective at providing safety than a jail ever will be . As current students and alumni, we stand in
solidarity with Dutchess County community members that also deserve to have their humanity recognized.

—
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Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Tyler Ben- Amotz < tbenamotz @ gmail.com >
Wednesday, July 8, 2020 9:41 PM
Morris, Carolyn; County Legislators
Public Comment

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.

I do not believe our money should be spent for Dutchess County to build a new jail. I would like to see that
money spent on education, community mental health organizations and initiatives, and local business incentives
for small businesses, especially green/environmental incentives. Our money should be spent helping people do
the right thing.
Thank you
Tyler B

Sent from my iPhone

l

Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

countyexec

Thursday, July 9, 2020 11:07 AM
lauren adelman; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
RE: Stop the $ 200 Million Dollar Jail Now!

Dear Lauren,

Thank you for your email. Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains our
priority. The County has heavily invested in access to mental health services with the building of the Stabilization Center,
a 24/7 walk-in facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive crisis counseling, mental health
assessments, and peer advocacy. In addition to the Stabilization Center, the Department of Behavioral and Community
Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including our call or text service HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis Intervention
Team, which can go directly into the community to aid individuals in crisis.
The County partners with local school districts to incorporate Second Step, a social-emotional learning program that
focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem-solving, and substance-abuse prevention all of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have also dedicated resources
to family stability by increasing family -based foster care placements, offering parent coaching, and providing homevisiting to high-risk families. A strong, stable, and reliable family structure supports positive social-emotional
development and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration.
Additionally, we remain committed to our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical components, needed
resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability, security, and success. In 2019 the County
began implementing the first set of initiatives, including a Foster Care Mentoring program and expanding youth
employment programs beyond the summer . We have also supported the youth services through our Agency Partner
Grant. Over the past eight years, over $7 million has been allocated to critical programs and services in our community
through this program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth programs - anti-bullying, workforce development,
literacy, and more.
These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to support young people
and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system. However, Section 217 of the New York State County Law still
mandates that a county maintain a jail. Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and those who provide
services to this population deserve a modern facility designed for the purpose of rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency.
The new Justice and Transition Center will provide:
greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as providing cost
•
,

savings;

the opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in a light-filled and safe environment that is more
conducive to positive behavioral change; and
the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential to
•
decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses ( ex. transitional
housing).

•

These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resulting in annual operational savings of nearly $4.1
million. Cost -savings primarily come in the form of the reductions to required staff and increases in the inmate to
correctional officer ratio resulting from efficient design elements on the planned facility. The capital costs are an
investment in future annualized operational savings allowing us to save money and focus spending in other areas.
Additionally, ending the Justice and Transition Center project would require significant investment in the current jaii
facility, specifically the 1995 and 1984 sections. Further, with $60 million already bonded for the project, over $3 million
in debt service will still need to be paid annually.
Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020. The legislation significantly impacted
the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County Jail. Additionally, before the
implementation of the 2019 criminal justice reform, Dutchess County had reduced our jail population by 30 percent over
1

I
:

a five year period through initiatives designed to divert lower risk and/ or mentally ill defendants from jail, including
building our Stabilization Center; providing Crisis Intervention Training ( CIT) to law enforcement; and utilizing a
sophisticated array of evidenced-based pretrial diversion practices as alternatives to incarceration ( ATis). This work has
become the model for many of the counties of which you write about. Given these factors, the design of the new Justice
and Transition Center was reduced by over 200 beds.
We recognize the changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only a legal
obligation, but a moral one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing incarcerated
individuals and providing rehabilitative programming shown to reduce recidivism and improve outcomes. The Justice
and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing millions in annualized cost savings.
I appreciate your interest in this topic, and I hope I have addressed some, if not all, of your concerns.

Marcus J. Molinaro

Dutchess County Executive
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845-486-2000 phone
845- 486-2021 fax
Email: countyexec (5> dutchessnv.gov

www.dutchessnv.gov

From: lauren adelman <laurenadelman@ hotmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 8, 2020 9:42 PM
To: countyexec < countyexec @ dutchessny.gov>; County Legislators <CountyLegislators @ dutchessny.gov>; Morris,
Carolyn <cmorris @ dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Stop the $ 200 Million Dollar Jail Now!

.

ATTENTION : This email came from an external source Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or

Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:

I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for
a new jail. The jail would be the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more
than all other county capital spending combined, with bond repayment extending into the 2040 s. Post-Covid,
the county's financial situation is dire — the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal
aid arrives, the county will need to borrow later this year to cover basic operations. Layoffs and cuts to
essential services seem inevitable.

This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities.
For example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism
and mental health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these
services, as well as on much-needed youth programs.

2

Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York 's bail and discovery reform laws have
dramatically reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jail population ( around 130 now; two years ago, over
400). More people charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based treatment for
addiction and mental-health diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into
homeless shelters and expand alternatives to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and
reimagine public safety.

For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July:
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation
of part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.

Respectfully submitted,
Lauren Adelman
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Hussing, Laura
Morris, Carolyn
Thursday, July 9, 2020 10:48 AM
Wager, Leigh
Hussing, Laura
FW: Public Comment

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
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Carolyn Morris
Clerk
Dutchess County Legislature
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, New York 12601
Tel: (845) 486-2100 • Fax: (845) 486-2113
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From: Truitt, Will <wtruitt @ dutchessny.gov>
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 10:35 AM
To: Aidan McCready <aidanml87 @ gmail.com>; County Legislators <CountyLegislators @ dutchessny.gov>
Cc: Morris, Carolyn <cmorris@ dutchessny.gov>; countyexec <countyexec @ dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Re: Public Comment

You live in New York City?
Sorry, I will be standing on the side of the 95% of Dutchess County residents who care deeply about our public
safety and support our local law enforcement

.

Best Regards,

l

William G. Truitt
District y, Dutchess County Legislator

Towns of Hyde Park & Poughkeepsie

wtruitt&dutchessnv.aov
From: Aidan McCready <aidanml87(S> gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 8, 2020 9:45 PM
To: County Legislators <CountyLegislators (5) dutchessnv.gov>
Cc: Morris, Carolyn <cmorris (5) dutchessnv.gov>
Subject: Public Comment
ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders

or unexpected emails.
My name is Aidan McCready and I live in Mew York City. I'm writing to ask that you do not invest $200 million in a new
jail The jail system in this country is a racist system that we should work to dismantle. $200 million could be used to
fund education, housing, healthcare and a multitude of other enriching, helpful and productive programs. These
programs will help keep everyone safe and happy. WE DO NOT NEED MORE PRISONS !!
Thank you,
Aidan
Sent from my iPhone

.
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Hussing, Laura
Kathryn Scott < kscott@ kathrynscott.com>
Wednesday, July 8, 2020 10:24 PM

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

County Legislators
Morris, Carolyn
Dutchess County jail opinion

Subject:

ATTENTION: This email came fronr an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.
•

Thank you for sending me the Dutchess Voice newsletter. It contained important local information I had no awareness
of, so your articles really opened my eyes. For that reason, I didn't want to miss your deadline to express my opinion.

.

The jail issue is frightening for all the reasons described in the article It represents poor fiscal judgement for a
dubious need at an uncertain time. I would much rather see taxpayers money spent on public transit, improving the
condition of the railway system, and maintaining roads than increasing prison capacity. Things intended to improve the
entire community ' s daily life are more productive projects.
Building a new jail is a huge financial burden considering Dutchess County struggles to maintain the current day to day
expenses. This is especially true while we are still wondering what economic condition COVID will leave us in.
My vote is no new jail. I like the two resolutions proposed for consideration. They seem logical and manageable.

The annual budget allocated this year to operate the jail is shocking! I can 't imagine how we got there, but believe it
needs to be reevaluated and reduced.
I hope this is helpful. Thanks for listening.

Kindest regards,
Kathryn Scott

KATHRYN SCOTT
D E S I G N

S T U D I O

165 Willow Glen Road
Milan, NY 12571
Tel: 718-935-0425
Cell: 917 834 6082
Email: kscott@kathrvnscott.com
Website: www.kathrvnscott.com

j
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Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

countyexec

Thursday,. July 9; 2020 11:06 AM
Dane Fariey; Morris, Carolyn; County Legislators
RE: A new jail is a gross misuse of funding

Dear Dane,

Thank you for your email. Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains our
priority. The County has heavily invested in access to mental health services with the building of the Stabilization Center,
a 24/7 walk-in facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive crisis counseling, mental health
assessments, and peer advocacy. In addition to the Stabilization Center, the Department of Behavioral and Community
Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including our call or text service HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis Intervention
Team, which can go directly into the community to aid individuals in crisis.
The County partners with local school districts to incorporate Second Step, a social-emotional learning program that
focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem-solving, and substance-abuse prevention all of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have also dedicated resources
to family stability by increasing family-based foster care placements, offering parent coaching, and providing homevisiting to high-risk families. A strong, stable, and reliable family structure supports positive social-emotional
development and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration.
Additionally, we remain committed to our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical components, needed
resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability, security, and success. In 2019 the County
began implementing the first set of initiatives, including a Foster Care Mentoring program and expanding youth
employment programs beyond the summer. We have also supported the youth services through our Agency Partner
Grant. Over the past eight years, over $7 million has been allocated to critical programs and services in our community
through this program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth programs - anti-bullying, workforce development,
literacy, and more.
These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs- we have invested in to support young people
and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system. However, Section 217 of the New York State County Law still
mandates that a county maintain a jail. Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and those who provide
services to this population deserve a modern facility designed for the purpose of rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency.
The new Justice and Transition Center will provide:
greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as providing cost
•
savings;

the opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in a light-filled and safe environment that is more
conducive to positive behavioral change; and
the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential to
•
decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses ( ex. transitional
housing)

•

.

These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resulting in annual operational savings of nearly $4.1
million. Cost-savings primarily come in the form of the reductions to required staff and increases in the inmate to
correctional officer ratio resulting from efficient design elements on the planned facility. The capital costs are an
investment in future annualized operational savings allowing us to save money and focus spending in other areas.
Additionally, ending the Justice and Transition Center project would require significant investment in the current jail
facility, specifically the 1995 and 1984 sections. Further, with $60 million already bonded for the project, over $3 million
in debt service will still need to be paid annually.
Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020. The legislation significantly impacted
the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County Jail. Additionally, before the
implementation of the 2019 criminal justice reform, Dutchess County had reduced our jail population by 30 percent over
1

a five year period through initiatives designed to divert lower risk and/or mentally ill defendants from jail, including
building our Stabilization Center; providing Crisis intervention Training ( CIT) to law enforcement; and utilizing a
sophisticated array of evidenced-based pretrial diversion practices as alternatives to incarceration (ATis). This work has
become the model for many of the counties of which you write about. Given these factors, the design of the new Justice
and Transition Center was reduced by over 200 beds.
We recognize the changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only a legal
obligation, but a moral one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing incarcerated
individuals and providing rehabilitative programming shown to reduce recidivism and improve outcomes. The Justice
and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing millions in annualized cost savings.
I appreciate your interest in this topic, and I hope I have addressed some, if not all, of your concerns.

Marcus J. Molinaro
Dutchess County Executive
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845-486- 2000 phone
845-486-2021 fax
Email: countvexec (S) dutchessnv.gov

www.dutchessny.gov

From: Dane Farley < danef 4244@ gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 8, 2020 10:45 PM
To: Morris, Carolyn <cmorris @ dutchessny.gov>; countyexec <countyexec@ dutchessny.gov>; County Legislators
<CountyLegislators @ dutchessny.gov>
Subject: A new jail is a gross misuse of funding

unexpected emails.
:
Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro: I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in
Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for a new jail. The jail would be the most expensive capital
project the County has ever undertaken, costing more than all other county capital spending combined, with bond
repayment extending into the 2040s. Post-Covid, the county's financial situation is dire the fund balance is being
quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid arrives, the county will need to borrow later this year to cover basic
operations. Layoffs and cuts to essential services seem inevitable. This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in
a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities. For example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply
amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism and mental health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget
has reduced in spending on these services, as well as on much-needed youth programs Moreover, the need for a new
jail is no longer there. New York's bail and discovery reform laws have dramatically reduced pretrial incarceration and
thus the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago, over 400). More people charged with misdemeanors are being
diverted to community-based treatment for addiction and mental-health diagnoses. Other New York counties are
making plans to convert jail cells into homeless shelters and expand alternatives to incarceration. Dutchess County
should join their ranks and reimagine public safety. For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus
has submitted for consideration in July: * rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for
jail construction * recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including
renovation of part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.
*

"

-

—

.

Respectfully submitted,
Dane Farley
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Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Nicole Wooten < nlwooten@ gmail.com >
Wednesday, July 8, 2020 10:50 PM
County Legislators; CountyLegislature
Public Comment

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source: Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or

To the County Legislature:

I am a resident of Dutchess County in Beacon, NY. I oppose the Dutchess County New Jail Project. It is an unnecessary
use of increasingly- scarce funds that would be better invested in the community. I urge the legislature to cancel the
project and instead focus on augmenting community services in areas such as public education, mental health, physical
health, affordable housing, and environmental protection.

Thank you.
Regards,
Nicole Wooten
Nicole Wooten
828.302.9746

nlwooten @gmail.com
she/ her

l

;
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Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

H

Maria M < mlm1617@ hotmail.com >
Wednesday, July 8, 2020 11:41 PM
County Legislators
Morris, Carolyn
Public Comment

ATTENTION: This email come from on external source. Do not open attachments or dick on links from unknown senders or

item-fry ]

,

Hi, my name is Maria, I'm a resident of Poughkeepsie, and I'm writing to you today in opposition to a new jail in
Dutchess County. We do not have the money for this and we do not need a new jail in Dutchess County ! A new jail is the
last thing we need right now, especially during a global pandemic as our county's funds are being depleted due to COVID
and during a time of civil unrest as protestors work to hold police accountable for anti-Black, racist violence. The current
prison population is 130, and when considering the impact of NY bail reform laws on jail population it is clear that we do
not and will not need 328 new cells. Prisons do not keep us safe, and building a new jail will instead incentivize police to
arrest more people in Dutchess County, which will lead to the targeting of Black and Brown folks in our community while
not addressing the root causes of criminalized behaviors such as poverty, unemployment, and a lack of resources in our
community. This jail would be the most expensive capital project the county has ever undertaken, and taxpayers would
be paying back the construction bond for years. $ 200 million could instead go a long way to uplift our community if we
put that money into our schools, health care systems, community health/mental health, addiction treatment, solutions
to homelessness, or youth programs, instead of putting the county massively in debt for a jail we do not need. Stand
with me against building a new jail in Dutchess County. Thank you.

1

Hussing, Laura
B

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

countyexec

Thursday, July 9, 2020 11:06 AM
Sean Twohig; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
RE: Stop the $ 200 Million Jail Now !

Dear Sean,

Thank you for your email. Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains our
priority. The County has heavily invested in access to mental health services with the building of the Stabilization Center,
a 24/7 walk-in facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive crisis counseling, mental health
assessments, and peer advocacy. In addition to the Stabilization Center, the Department of Behavioral and Community
Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including our call or text service HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis Intervention
Team, which can go directly into the community to aid individuals in crisis.
The County partners with local school districts to incorporate Second Step, a social-emotional learning program that
focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem-solving, and substance-abuse prevention all of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have also dedicated resources
to family stability by increasing family-based foster care placements, offering parent coaching, and providing homevisiting to high-risk families. A strong, stable, and reliable family structure supports positive social-emotional
development and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration.
Additionally, we remain committed to our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical components, needed
resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability, security, and success. In 2019 the County
began implementing the first set of initiatives, including a Foster Care Mentoring program and expanding youth
employment programs beyond the summer. We have aiso supported the youth services through our Agency Partner
Grant. Over the past eight years, over $7 million has been allocated to critical programs and services in our community
through this program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth programs - anti-bullying, workforce development,
literacy, and more.
These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to support young people
and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system. However, Section 217 of the New York State County Law still
mandates that a county maintain a jail. Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and those who provide
services to this population deserve a modern facility designed for the purpose of rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency.
The new Justice and Transition Center will provide:
greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as providing cost
•
savings;
the opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in a light-filled and safe environment that is more
•
conducive to positive behavioral change; and
the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential to
•
decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses (ex. transitional
housing).
These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resulting in annual operational savings of nearly $4.1
million. Cost -savings primarily come in the form of the reductions to required staff and increases in the inmate to
correctional officer ratio resulting from efficient design elements on the planned facility. The capital costs are an
investment in future annualized operational savings allowing us to save money and focus spending in other areas.
Additionally, ending the Justice and Transition Center project would require significant investment in the current jail
facility, specifically the 1995 and 1984 sections. Further, with $60 million already bonded for the project, over $3 million
in debt service will still need to be paid annually.
Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020. The legislation significantly impacted
the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County Jail. Additionally, before the
implementation of the 2019 criminal justice reform, Dutchess County had reduced our jail population by 30 percent over
l

a five year period through initiatives designed to divert lower risk and/or mentally ill defendants from jail, including
building our Stabilization Center; providing Crisis Intervention Training (CIT) to law enforcement; and utilizing a
sophisticated array of evidenced-based pretrial diversion practices as alternatives to incarceration ( ATIs). This work has
become the model for many of the counties of which you write about. Given these factors, the design of the new Justice
and Transition Center was reduced by over 200 beds
We recognize the changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only a legal
obligation, but a moral one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing incarcerated
individuals and providing rehabilitative programming shown to reduce recidivism and improve outcomes. The Justice
and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing millions in annualized cost savings.
I appreciate your interest in this topic, and I hope I have addressed some, if not all, of your concerns.

.

Marcus J. Molinaro
Dutchess County Executive

22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845 -486-2000 phone
845 -486- 2021 fax

Email:

countyexec @ dutchessnv.gov

www.dutchessnv.gov

From: Sean Twohig <sean.a.twohig@ gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 8, 2020 11:45 PM
To: countyexec <countyexec @ dutchessny.gov>; County Legislators <CountyLegislators @ dutchessny.gov>; Morris,
Carolyn <cmorris @ dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Stop the $ 200 Million Jail Now!

.

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or -

Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:
My name is Sean Twohig, and I live in Beacon. I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call
for the Legislature to drop its plans for a new jail. The jail would be the most expensive capital project the County has
ever undertaken, costing more than all other county capital spending combined, with bond repayment extending into
the 2040s. Post-Covid-19, the county' s financial situation is dire — the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless
direct federal aid arrives, the county will need to borrow later this year to cover basic operations. Layoffs and cuts to
essential services seem inevitable. This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money
from other urgent priorities. For example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic,
and that alcoholism and mental health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on
these services, as well as on much-needed youth programs. Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New

York ' s bail and discovery reform laws have dramatically reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jail population
( around 130 now; two years ago, over 400). More people_ charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to communitybased treatment for addictioaand mental-health diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail
cells into homeless shelters and expand alternatives to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and
reimagine public safety. For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for
consideration in July: * rescind the remaining portion of the legislature ' s 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction *
recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of part of
the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.
Respectfully submitted,
2

1
i

Sean Twohig
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Hussing, Laura
From:

Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:

Soren Beck < sbeck@ ithaca:edu >
Thursday, July 9, 2020 2:25 AM
County Legislators
Morris, Carolyn
Public Comment

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.
Hello everyone,

My name is Soren Beck and I grew up in Dutchess County. I am now a tax-paying resident of the county and I
am beyond upset to hear about the potential plans to construct a new jail. The expense is monumental and will
fall on the backs of your citizens for no true gain. This is money we do not have especially in a time of such
uncertainty with the COVID-19 pandemic still on the rise. Investing in our children and our resident’s health
and well being is more important than wasting money in punitive measures that do not work. The vast majority
of people locked up in our county pose no real threat to their community and more likely need help with mental
health or drug concerns. Funding youth programs, mental health facilities, rehabilitation centers, and other
social programming will have a much greater pay off for all of our residents. In addition, the funding seems
doubly illogical when you look at how the number of people that are housed in the current jail has shrunk
immensely in the past few years. I implore you to listen to the people who you represent because we are not at
all pleased by this unnecessary and in many ways backwards expense. Do not vote to move forward on this
project. Do not place your name on a failure of this size and consequence.
Thank you,

Soren Beck

l

Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Bryana Shevtin < bryshev@ gmai!,com >
Thursday, July 9, 2020 6:00 AM
County Legislators
Morris, Carolyn
Public Comment

ATTENTION: This email came from on external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or

Dear Legislators,

I am sending this e- mail to urge you to not build a new jail in Dutchess County. This
project will keep the county in debt for years - debt that taxpayers will be paying for at
least the next 20 years. Why not spend the money on non- carceral programs that are
more effective at preventing folks from being put into prison, such as education, health
care, or social services ? These are not only less costly, but more effective at decreasing
acts of harm within a community.

I ask that you invest in your community, rather than creating a space which will only
incentivize more arrests and ultimately cause more harm.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
With gratitude,
Bryana Sheviin
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Hussfng, Laura
From:

Sent:
To:
Subject:

Lisa Bauer < lisambauer @ gmail.com >
Thursday, July 9, 2020 6:13 AM
countyexec; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
Stop the $ 200 Million Jail Now!

ATTENTiON: ibis email came from an externa! source , Do not open attachments or dick on links from unknown senders or
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Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:

I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for a new jail.
The jail would be the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more than all other county
capital spending combined, with bond repayment extending into the 2040s. Post-Covid, the county' s financial situation
is dire —the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid arrives, the county will need to borrow
later this year to cover basic operations. Layoffs and cuts to essential services seem inevitable. This is the worst possible
time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities. For example, we know overdose
deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism and mental health needs are also on the
rise. Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these services, as well as on much-needed youth programs.
Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York' s bail and discovery reform laws have dramatically
reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago, over 400). More people
charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction and mental-health
diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into homeless shelters and expand alternatives
to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and reimagine public safety. For these reasons, we support the
resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July: * rescind the remaining portion of the
legislature ' s 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction * recommend a commission to research alternatives to
construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or
other possibilities.
Respectfully submitted,
Lisa Bauer

l

Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

countyexec
Thursday, July 9, 2020 11:05 AM
Catherine Cole; County Legislators; Morris? Carolyn
RE: Stop the $ 200 Million Jail Now!

Dear Catherine,

Thank you for your email. Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains
our priority . The County has heavily invested in access to mental health services with the building of the
Stabilization Center, a 24/7 walk-in facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive
crisis counseling, mental health assessments, and peer advocacy. In addition to the Stabilization Center, the
Department of Behavioral and Community Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including our call or text
service HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis Intervention Team, which can go directly into the community to aid
individuals in crisis.
The County partners with local school districts to incorporate Second Step, a social-emotional learning program
that focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem-solving, and substance-abuse
prevention all of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have
also dedicated resources to family stability by increasing family-based foster care placements, offering parent
coaching, and providing home-visiting to high-risk families. A strong, stable, and reliable family structure
supports positive social-emotional development and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration.
Additionally, we remain committed to our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical components,
needed resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability, security, and success. In
2019 the County began implementing the first set of initiatives, including a Foster Care Mentoring program and
expanding youth employment programs beyond the summer. We-have also supported the youth services
through our Agency Partner Grant. Over the past eight years, over $7 million has been allocated to critical
programs and services in our community through this program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth
programs - anti-bullying, workforce development, literacy, and more.
These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to support young
people and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system. However, Section 217 of the New York State
County Law still mandates that a county maintain a jail. Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and
those who provide services to this population deserve a modem facility designed for the purpose of
rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency. The new Justice and Transition Center will provide:
«
greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as
providing cost savings;
•
the opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in a light-filled and safe environment that is
more conducive to positive behavioral change; and
the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential
•
to decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses (ex.
transitional housing).

—

.

These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resulting in annual operational savings of nearly
$4.1 million. Cost-savings primarily come in the form of the reductions to required staff and increases in the
inmate to correctional officer ratio resulting from efficient design elements on the planned facility. The capital
costs are an investment in future annualized operational savings allowing us to save money and focus spending
in other areas. Additionally, ending the Justice and Transition Center project would require significant
investment in the current jail facility, specifically the 1995 and 1984 sections. Further, with $60 million already
bonded for the project, over $3 million in debt service will still need to be paid annually.
l

Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020 . The legislation significantly
impacted the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County Jail. Additionally,
before the implementation of the 2019 criminal justice reform, Dutchess County had reduced our jail population
by 30 percent over a five year period through initiatives designed to divert lower risk and/or mentallyill
defendants from jail, including building our Stabilization Center; providing Crisis Intervention Training (CIT)
to law enforcement; and utilizing a sophisticated array of evidenced-based pretrial diversion practices as
alternatives to incarceration (ATIs). This work has become the model for many of the counties of which you
write about. Given these factors, the design of the new Justice and Transition Center was reduced by over 200
beds.
We recognize the changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only a legal
obligation, but a moral one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing
incarcerated individuals and providing rehabilitative programming shown to reduce recidivism and improve
outcomes. The Justice and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing millions in annualized
cost savings.
I appreciate your interest in this topic, and I hope I have addressed some, if not all, of your concerns.
Marcus J. Molinaro
Dutchess County Executive
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845-486-2000 phone
845-486-2021 fax
Email: coiontyexec@dutchessny.gov

www.dutchessny.gov

Original Message
From: Catherine Cole <catherinecolel @me.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 6:23 AM
To: countyexec <countyexec@dutchessny.gov>; County Legislators <CountyLegislators@dutchessny.gov>;
Morris, Carolyn <cmorris@dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Stop the $200 Million Jail Nowl

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:
I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for
a new jail. The jail would be the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more
than all other county capital spending combined, with bond repayment extending into the 2040s. Post-Covid,
the county’s financial situation is dire the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid
arrives, the county will need to borrow later this year to cover basic operations. Layoffs and cuts to essential
services seem inevitable.

—
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This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities.
For example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism
and mental health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these services,
as well as on much-needed youth programs.
Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York's bail and discovery reform laws have
dramatically reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago, over
400). More people charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction
and mental-health diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into homeless
shelters and expand alternatives to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and reimagine public
safety.

For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July:
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of
part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.
Respectfully submitted,
Catherine Cole
Beacon, NY
Sent from my iPhone
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Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject;

countyexec

Thursday, July 9, 2020 11:05 AM
Cbnhr; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
RE: Stop the $ 200 Million Jail Now!

Dear Mr. Cole,

Thank you for your email. Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains
our priority. The County has heavily invested in access to mental health services with the building of the
Stabilization Center, a 24/7 walk-in facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive
crisis counseling, mental health assessments, and peer advocacy. In addition to the Stabilization Center, the
Department of Behavioral and Community Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including our call or text
service HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis Intervention Team, which can go directly into the community to aid
individuals in crisis.
The County partners with local school districts to incorporate Second Step, a social-emotional learning program
that focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem-solving, and substance-abuse
prevention - all of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have
also dedicated resources to family stability by increasing family-based foster care placements, offering parent
coaching, and providing home-visiting to high-risk families. A strong, stable, and reliable family structure
supports positive social-emotional development and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration .
Additionally, we remain committed to our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical components,
needed resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability, security, and success. In
2019 the County began implementing the first set of initiatives, including a Foster Care Mentoring program and
expanding youth employment programs beyond the summer. We have also supported the youth services
through our Agency Partner Grant. Over the past eight years, over $7 million has been allocated to critical
programs and services in our community through this program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth
programs — anti-bullying, workforce development, literacy, and more.
These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to support young
people and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system. However, Section 217 of the New York State
County Law still mandates that a county maintain a jail. Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and
those who provide services to this population deserve a modem facility designed for the purpose of
rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency. The new Justice and Transition Center will provide:
greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as
•
providing cost savings;
the opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in a light-filled and safe environment that is
•
more conducive to positive behavioral change; and
•
the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential
to decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses (ex.
transitional housing).
.

These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resulting in annual operational savings of nearly
$4.1 million. Cost-savings primarily come in the form of the reductions to required staff and increases in the
inmate to correctional officer ratio resulting from efficient design elements on the planned facility. The capital
costs are an investment in future annualized operational savings allowing us to save money and focus spending
in other areas. Additionally, ending the Justice and Transition Center project would require significant
investment in the current jail facility, specifically the 1995 and 1984 sections. Further, with $60 million already
bonded for the project, over $3 million in debt service will still need to be paid annually.
i

Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020. The legislation significantly
impacted the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County Jail. Additionally,
before the implementation of the 2019 criminal justice reform, Dutchess County had reduced our jail population
by 30 percent over a five year period through initiatives designed to divert lower risk and/or mentally ill
defendants from jail, including building our Stabilization Center; providing Crisis Intervention Training (CIT)
to law enforcement; and utilizing a sophisticated array of evidenced-based pretrial diversion practices as
alternatives to incarceration (ATIs). This work has become the model for many of the counties of which you
write about. Given these factors, the design of the new Justice and Transition Center was reduced by over 200
beds.
We recognize the changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only a legal
obligation, but a moral one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing
incarcerated individuals and providing rehabilitative programming shown to reduce recidivism and improve
outcomes. The Justice and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing millions in annualized
cost savings.
I appreciate your interest in this topic, and I hope I have addressed some, if not all, of your concerns.

Marcus J. Molinaro
Dutchess County Executive
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845-486-2000 phone
845-486-2021 fax
Email: countyexec@dutchessny.gov

www.dutchessny .gov

Original Message
From: Cbnhr <cbnhr@aol.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 6:25 AM
To: countyexec <countyexec@dutchessny.gov>; County Legislators <CountyLegislators@dutchessny.gov>;
Morris, Carolyn <cmorris@dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Stop the $200 Million Jail Now!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:
I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for
a new jail. The jail would be the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more
than all other county capital spending combined, with bond repayment extending into the 2040s. Post-Covid,
the county's financial situation is dire the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid
arrives, the county will need to borrow later this year to cover basic operations. Layoffs and cuts to essential
services seem inevitable.

—
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This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities.
For example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism
and mental health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these services,
as well as on much-needed youth programs.

Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York's bail and discovery reform laws have
dramatically reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago, over
400). More people charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction
and mental-health diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into homeless
shelters and expand alternatives to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and reimagine public
safety.
For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July:
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature’s 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of
part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.

Respectfully submitted,

Gregory Cole
18 Teller Ave.
Beacon, NY 12508
Sent from my iPhone
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Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rebecca Arndt < arndt_rebecca @yahoo.com >
Thursday, July 9, 2020 6:59 AM
countyexec; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
We don't need a jail

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails .

Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:
I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for
a new jail. The jail would be the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more
than all other county capital spending combined, with bond repayment extending into the 2040s. Post-Covid,
the county's financial situation is dire—the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid
arrives, the county will need to borrow later this year to cover basic operations. Layoffs and cuts to essential
services seem inevitable.

This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities.
For example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism
and mental health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these services,
as well as on much-needed youth programs.

Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York's bail and discoveiy reform laws have
dramatically reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago, over
400). More people charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction
and mental-health diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into homeless
shelters and expand alternatives to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and reimagine public
safety.
For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July:
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of
part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.

Respectfully submitted,
Rebecca Arndt
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Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sean Dague < sean@ dague.net >
Thursday, July 9, 2020 7:04 AM
County Legislators
County Jail Funding

ATTENTION: This email come from ah external source. Do not open attachments or click on links
from unknown ienMwMm
'

During this Pandemic, in post bail reform world, it seems very unwise to move forward
with a $200M county jail project.
Especially when the county is also looking at potential layoffs of large numbers of staff
due to the financial short fall
during the pandemic.
County priorities during this pandemic should be focused on the kinds of infrastructure
and support we' ll need to get the
county moving forward again during and after this pandemic. Including open space
management, support for schools,
and essential workers throughout the county.

-Sean

Sean Dague
http://dague.net
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Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

countyexec

Thursday, July 9, 2020 11:04 AM
karen twohig; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
RE: Stop the $ 200 Million Jail Now!

Dear Karen,
Thank you for your email. Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains our
priority. The County has heavily invested in access to mental health services with the building of the Stabilization Center,
a 24/ 7 walk-in facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive crisis counseling, mental health
assessments, and peer advocacy. In addition to the Stabilization Center, the Department of Behavioral and Community
Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including our call or text service HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis Intervention
Team, which can go directly into the community to aid individuals in crisis.
The County partners with local school districts to incorporate Second Step, a social-emotional learning program that
focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem-solving, and substance-abuse prevention all of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have also dedicated resources
to family stability by increasing family-based foster care placements, offering parent coaching, and providing homevisiting to high-risk families. A strong, stable, and reliable family structure supports positive social-emotional
development and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration.
Additionally, we remain committed to our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical components, needed
resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability, security, and success. In 2019 the County
began implementing the first set of initiatives, including a Foster Care Mentoring program and expanding youth
employment programs beyond the summer. We have also supported the youth services through our Agency Partner
Grant. Over the past eight years, over $ 7 million has been allocated to critical programs and services in our community
through this program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth programs - anti-bullying, workforce development,
literacy, and more.
These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to support young people
and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system. However, Section 217 of the New York State County Law still
mandates that a county maintain a jail. Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and those who provide
services to this population deserve a modern facility designed for the purpose of rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency.
The new Justice and Transition Center will provide:
greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as providing cost
•
savings;
the opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in a light-filled and safe environmentthat is -more
•
conducive to positive behavioral change; and
the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential to
•
decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses ( ex. transitional
housing).

These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resulting in annual operational savings of nearly $4.1
million. Cost-savings primarily come in the form of the reductions to required staff and increases in the inmate to
correctional officer ratio resulting from efficient design elements on the planned facility. The capital costs are an
investment in future annualized operational savings allowing us to save money and focus spending in other areas.
Additionally, ending the Justice and Transition Center project would require significant investment in the current jail
facility, specifically the 1995 and 1984 sections. Further, with $60 million already bonded for the project, over $ 3 million
in debt service will still need to be paid annually.
Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020. The legislation significantly impacted
the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County Jail. Additionally, before the
l

implementation of the 2019 criminal justice reform, Dutchess County had reduced our jail population by 30 percent over
a five year period through initiatives designed to divert lower risk and/or mentally ill defendants from jail, including
building our Stabilization Center; providing Crisis Intervention Training ( CIT) to law enforcement; and utilizing a
sophisticated array of evidenced-based pretrial diversion practices as alternatives to incarceration ( ATIs). This work has
become the model for many of the counties of which you write about. Given these factors, the design of the new Justice
and Transition Center was reduced by over 200 beds.
We recognize the changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only a legal
obligation, but a moral one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing incarcerated
individuals and providing rehabilitative programming shown to reduce recidivism and improve outcomes. The Justice
and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing millions in annualized cost savings.
I appreciate your interest in this topic, and I hope I have addressed some, if not all, of -your concerns.

Marcus J. Molinaro
Dutchess County Executive
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845-486-2000 phone
845-486-2021 fax
Email: countvexec (5) dutchessnv.gov

www.dutchessnv.gov

From: karen twohig <karenecsw @ hotmai!.com>

Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 8:01 AM
To: countyexec <countyexec @ dutchessny.gov>; County Legislators <CountyLegislators @ dutchessny.gov>; Morris,
Carolyn <cmorris @ dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Stop the $200 Million Jail Now!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or .

^

-

unexpected

Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:

I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for a new jail.
The jail would be the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more than all other county
capital spending combined, with bond repayment extending into the 2040s . Post-Covid, the county ' s financial situation
is dire - the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid arrives, the county will need to borrow
later this year to cover basic operations. Layoffs and cuts to essential services seem inevitable.

—

This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities. For
example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism and mental
health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these services, as well as on muchneeded youth programs.

Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York ' s bail and discovery reform laws have dramatically
reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago, over 400). More people
charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction and mental-health
2

diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into homeless shelters and expand alternatives
to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and reimagine public safety.

For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July :
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature ' s 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail; including renovation of part of
the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.

Respectfully submitted,
Karen Twohig, Beacon

Sent from my Verizon Wireless 4G LTE smartphone
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Hussing, Laura
From:

countyexec

Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thursday, July 9, 2020 11:03 AM
Lori Merhige; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
RE: Stop the $ 200 Million Jail Now!

Dear Lori,

Thank you for your email. Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains our
priority. The County has heavily invested in access to mental health services with the building of the Stabilization Center,
a 24/ 7 walk -in facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive crisis counseling, mental health
assessments, and peer advocacy. In addition to the Stabilization Center, the Department of Behavioral and Community
Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including our call or text service HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis Intervention
Team, which can go directly into the community to aid individuals in crisis.
The County partners with local school districts to incorporate Second Step, a social-emotional learning program that
focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem-solving, and substance-abuse prevention all of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have also dedicated resources
to family stability by increasing family-based foster care placements, offering parent coaching, and providing homevisiting to high-risk families. A strong, stable, and reliable family structure supports positive social-emotional
development and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration.
Additionally, we remain committed to our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical components, needed
resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability, security, and success. In 2019 the County
began implementing the first set of initiatives, including a Foster Care Mentoring program and expanding youth
employment programs beyond the summer. We have also supported the youth services through our Agency Partner
Grant. Over the past eight years, over $7 million has been allocated to critical programs and services in our community
through this program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth programs - anti-bullying, workforce development,
literacy, and more.
These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to support young people
and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system. However, Section 217 of the New York State County Law still
mandates that a county maintain a jail. Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and those who provide
services to this population deserve a modern facility designed for the purpose of rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency.
The new Justice and Transition Center will provide:
greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as providing cost
•
savings;
the opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in a light-filled and safe environment that is more
•
conducive to positive behavioral change; and
the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential to
•
decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses (ex. transitional
housing).

These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resulting in annual operational savings of nearly $4.1
million. Cost-savings primarily come in the form of the reductions to required staff and increases in the inmate to
correctional officer ratio resulting from efficient design elements on the planned facility. The capital costs are an
investment in future annualized operational savings allowing us to save money and focus spending mother areas.
Additionally, ending the Justice and Transition Center project would require significant investment in the current jail
facility, specifically the 1995 and 1984 sections. Further, with $60 million already bonded for the project, over $3 million
in debt service will still need to be paid annually.
Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020. The legislation significantly impacted
the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County Jail. Additionally, before the
l

Implementation of the 2019 criminal justice reform, Dutchess County had reduced our jail population by 30 percent over
a five year period through initiatives designed to divert lower risk and/or mentally ill defendants from jail, including
building our Stabilization Center; providing Crisis Intervention Training ( C 1T) to law enforcement; and utilizing a
sophisticated array of evidenced-based pretrial diversion practices as alternatives to incarceration ( ATIs). This work has
become the model for many of the counties of which you write about. Given these factors, the design of the new Justice
and Transition Center was reduced by over 200 beds.
We recognize the changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only a legal
obligation, but a moral one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing incarcerated
individuals and providing rehabilitative programming shown to reduce recidivism and improve outcomes The Justice
and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing millions in annualized cost savings.
I appreciate your interest in this topic, and I hope I have addressed some, if not all, of your concerns.

.

Marcus J. Molinaro
Dutchess County Executive
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845- 486-2000 phone
845-486- 2021 fax
Email: countvexec @ dutchessny.gov

www.dutchessnv.gov
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From: Lori Merhige <lorimerhige @ gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 8:03 AM
To: countyexec < countyexec @ dutchessny.gov>; County Legislators <CountyLegislators @ dutchessny.gov>; Morris,
Carolyn <cmorris @ dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Stop the $ 200 Million Jaii Now !
ATTENTION: This emaii came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or - .
Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:
I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for a new
jail. The jail would be the most expensive capita! project the County has ever undertaken, costing more than ail other
county capital spending combined, with bond repayment extending into the 2040s. Post -Covid, the county's financial
situation is dire the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid arrives, the county will need to

—

borrow later this year to cover basic operations. Layoffs and cuts to essential services seem inevitable. This is the worst
possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities . For example, we know
overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism and mental health needs are also
on the rise. Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these services, as wel! as on much-needed youth
programs. Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York 's bail and discovery reform laws have
dramatically reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jaii population ( around 130 now; two years ago, over 400).
More people charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction and mentalhealth diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into homeless shelters and expand
alternatives to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and reimagine public safety. For these reasons, we
support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July: * rescind the remaining portion
of the legislature 's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction * recommend a commission to research alternatives to
construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or
other possibilities. Respectfully submitted,
2

;

Lori Merhige
Beacon, NY

3

Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Morris, Carolyn
Thursday, July 9, 2020 10:13 AM
Wager, Leigh
Hussing, Laura
FW: Public Comment

upload

Carolyn Morris
Clerk
Dutchess County Legislature
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, New York 12601
Tel: (845) 486-2100 • Fax: (845) 486-2113

OFFICIAL AMERICAN FLAG DISPOSAL SITE

Original Message
From: Sara Gurevich <sarabeth.gs@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 8:33 AM
To: County Legislators <CountyLegislators@dutchessny. gov>
Cc: Morris, Carolyn <cmorris@dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Public Comment
ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear legislators:

Please vote no on the jail project. Apart from being an absurdly expensive capital project in the midst of
economic crisis, we do not need another jail in the Hudson valley or in Dutchess county.
This is money that could be used towards programming that actual builds and protects the communities you
serve - particularly the marginalized communities who are often disproportionately targeted by carceral projects
l

like jails and policing . Non-carceral programs have been proven to be more effective at reducing harm and
promoting safety in communities, and cost just 13% of what it costs to build jails/prisons.

As someone who has worked in addiction, mental health, and altemative-To-incarceration programs, ive seen
too clearly how the carceral system in the US is designed to be a revolving door for poor, Black, and brown
folks. It is not restorative, it is not rehabilitive, and it does not keep our communities safe or thriving. It does the
opposite. All the while making profits for the big companies who run them, and stripping tax funding for
programs that could help our communities.
Voting for this new jail would demonstrate a complete disregard for the lives of the constituents you are
supposed to serve. We are in a-budget crisis. I urge you to consider how this money could be better spent to
support actual life-Saving and life-affirming initiatives in education, social programs, mental health, and
community development. Do better. Vote NO.
Sara Gurevich, LMSW
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Hussing, Laura
Morris, Carolyn
Thursday, July 9, 2020 10:12 AM

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Wager, Leigh
Mussing, Laura
FW: NO on the County Jail

Subject:

upload

Carolyn Morris
Clerk
Dutchess County Legislature
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, New York 12601
Tel: (845) 486-2100 • Fax: (845) 486-2113

OFFICIAL AMERICAN FLAG DISPOSAL SITE

Visit u$ on

Facebook

From: carolynb 212 @ aol.com <carolynb 212 @ aol.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 8:42 AM
To: County Legislators <CountyLegislators@ dutchessny.gov>
Subject: NO on the County Jail
ATTENTION : This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or-

To the County Legislators
I am a Dutchess County resident, and I urge you to not vote for the county jail project. My father, a lawyer and lifelong
Republican, taught me that jails that are built solely to punish serve no good to the community other than to drain it of
resources. What I want, and what so many of my neighbors want, is a community that lifts up and supports its citizens, not
houses them indefinitely in facilities at great expense to taxpayers. Let our county spend money on the following things
that will make us a place that's worth calling home:
- Community Health

- Fair elections
- Infrastructure

l

“

Parks & Recreation

- Schools

- Public Transit
- Youth Services
Let us focus our energy on making these and other departments dedicated to public service and public works to be fully
funded and "think differently" about the good $200 million could do elsewhere.
signed,
Carolyn Bennett Glauda
Beacon, NY

2

Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Morris, Carolyn
Thursday, July 9, 2020 10:12 AM
Wager, Leigh
Hussing, Laura
FW: Public Comment

upload

Carolyn Morris

Clerk
Dutchess County Legislature
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, New York 12601
Tel: (845) 486-2100 • Fax: (845) 486-2113
OFFICIAL AMERICAN FLAG DISPOSAL SITE

Original Message
From: Matt Casey <mattcasey06@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 8:43 AM
To: Morris, Carolyn <cmorris@dutchessny.gov>
Cc: County Legislators <CountyLegislators@dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Public Comment

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Hello,

I am writing because I believe it's critical to STOP funding oathe $200 million dollar jail planned for this
September. You must stop investing in the prison system - mass incarceration in this country is deeply
problematic and racist. The system is unjust and ineffective. Dutchess County should not spend millions on
supporting a racist, unjust system that does not work. It does not actually reduce or prevent crime.
.

l

to pay back
For this particular prison, taxpayers would pay almost $10 million per year for the forseeable future
spending
of
.
Instead
the construction bond. For a jail that is meant to house a population of only 130 people
rs to reduce the
$200 million on a new building, I urge those in charge to look into releasing non-violent offende
conditions and
prison population further. Then propose a fraction of that budget to be used to improve living
quality of life for the remaining inmates.

for residents
Our county's largest expenses should be focused on on investing in education and in social services
million on this prison. You
- especially to support those most vulnerable from the pandemic. Do not spend $200 in
, increase
should also reduce the enormous sheriff department and jail budget of $54.7 million 2020. Instead
funding for health and mental health services and youth programs.
Thank you,
Matt Casey
Beacon, NY
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Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

countyexec

Thursday, July 9, 2020 11:03 AM
Emily; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
RE: Stop the $200 Million Jail Now!

Dear Emily,

Thank you for your email. Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains
our priority. The County has heavily invested in access to mental health services with the building of the
Stabilization Center, a 24/7 walk-in facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive
crisis counseling, mental health assessments, and peer advocacy. In addition to the Stabilization Center, the
Department of Behavioral and Community Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including our call or text
to aid
service HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis Intervention Team, which can go directly into the community
individuals in crisis.
The County partners with local school districts to incorporate Second Step, a social-emotional learning program
that focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem-solving, and substance-abuse
prevention - all of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have
also dedicated resources to family stability by increasing family-based foster care placements, offering parent
coaching, and providing home-visiting to high-risk families. A strong, stable, and reliable family structure
supports positive social-emotional development and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration.
,
Additionally, we remain committed to our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical components
.
In
needed resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability, security, and success
2019 the County began implementing the first set of initiatives, including a Foster Care Mentoring program and
expanding youth employment programs beyond the summer. We have also supported the youth services
through our Agency Partner Grant. Over the past eight years, over $7 million has been allocated to critical
programs and services in our community through this program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth
programs - anti-bullying, workforce development, literacy, and more.
young
These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to support
people and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system. However, Section 217 of the New York State
County Law still mandates that a county maintain a jail. Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and
those who provide services to this population deserve a modem facility designed for the purpose of
rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency. The new Justice and Transition Center will provide:
greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as
•
providing cost savings;
the opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in a light-filled and safe environment that is
•
more conducive to positive behavioral change; and
the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential
•
to decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses (ex .
transitional housing).
These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resulting in annual operational savings of nearly
$4.1 million . Cost-savings primarily come in the form of the reductions to required staff and increases in the
inmate to correctional officer ratio resulting from efficient design elements on the planned facility . The capital
costs are an investment in future annualized operational savings allowing us to save money and focus spending
in other areas. Additionally, ending the Justice and Transition Center project would require significant
investment in the current jail facility, specifically the 1995 and 1984 sections. Further, with $60 million already
bonded for the project, over $3 million in debt service will still need to be paid annually.
l

f

i

;

l

This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities.
For example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism
and mental health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these services,
as well as on much-needed youth programs.

Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York's bail and discovery reform laws have
dramatically reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago, over
400). More people charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction
and mental-health diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into homeless
shelters and expand alternatives to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and reimagine public
safety.

For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July:
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of
part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities .
Respectfully submitted,
Emily Joslin-Roher
Beacon, NY
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Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Morris, Carolyn
Thursday, July 9, 2020 10:11 AM
Wager, Leigh
Hussing, Laura
FW: Public comment
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Carolyn Morris
Clerk
Dutchess County Legislature
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22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, New York 12601
Tel: (845) 486-2100 * Fax: (845) 486-2113

OFFICIAL AMERICAN FLAG DISPOSAL SITE

IVisit us on
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From: Donna Mikkelsen <mikkelsendonna @ gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 9:16 AM
To: County Legislators < CountyLegis!ators @ dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Public comment
ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open .attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
As a resident- 1 am absolutely outraged that Dutchess County would even consider funding another prison!
At a time when our community is suffering with unemployment, job loss, food insecurity and homelessness, this should

be a no-brainer .
Do not fund this prison !
https:/ / www.youtube.com / watch ?v-0aH9nqr 6QGE& t =10s

Instagram: @donnamikkelsen.art
ambiarts.net

https:/ / www.youtube.com/watch?v=vKSW8qrfq50&feature=voutu.be
l

Hussing, Laura
countyexec

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thursday, July 9, 2020 11:02 AM
Elaine Ciaccio; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
RE: Stop the $ 200 Million Jail Now!

Dear Ms. Ciaccio,
Thank you for your email. Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains
our priority. The County has heavily invested in access to mental health services with the building of the
Stabilization Center, a 24/7 walk-in facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive
crisis counseling, mental health assessments, and peer advocacy. In addition to the Stabilization Center, the

Department of Behavioral and Community Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including our call or text
service HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis Intervention Team, which can go directly into the community to aid
individuals in crisis.
The County partners with local school districts to incorporate Second Step, a social-emotional learning program
that focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem-solving, and substance-abuse
prevention - all of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have
also dedicated resources to family stability by increasing family-based foster care placements, offering parent
coaching, and providing home-visiting to high-risk families. A strong, stable, and reliable family structure
supports positive social-emotional development and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration.
Additionally, we remain committed to our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical components,
needed resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability, security, and success. In
2019 the County began implementing the first set of initiatives, including a Foster Care Mentoring program and
expanding youth employment programs Leyond the summer. We have also supported the youth services
through our Agency Partner Grant. Over the past eight years, over $7 million has been allocated to critical
programs and services in our community through this program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth
programs - anti-bullying, workforce development, literacy, and more.
These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to support young
people and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system. However, Section 217 of the New York State
County Law still mandates that a county maintain a jail. Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and
those who provide services to this population deserve a modem facility designed for the purpose of
rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency. The new Justice and Transition Center will provide:
greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as
•
providing cost savings;
•
the opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in a light-filled and safe environment that is
more conducive to positive behavioral change; and
the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the. potential
•
to decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses (ex.
transitional housing).
,

.

These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resulting in annual operational savings of nearly
$4.1 million. Cost-savings primarily come in the form of the reductions to required staff and increases in the
inmate to correctional officer ratio resulting from efficient design elements on the planned facility. The capital
costs are an investment in future annualized operational savings allowing us to save money and focus spending
in other areas. Additionally, ending the Justice and Transition Center project would require significant
.

i

investment in the current jail facility, specifically the 1995 and 1984 sections. Further, with $60 million already
bonded for the project, over $3 million in debt service will still need to be paid annually.
Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020. The legislation significantly
impacted the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County Jail . Additionally,
before the implementation of the 2019 criminal justice reform, Dutchess County had reduced our jail population
by 30 percent over a five year period through initiatives designed to divert lower risk and/or mentally ill
defendants from jail, including building our Stabilization Center; providing Crisis Intervention Training (CIT)
to law enforcement; and utilizing a sophisticated array of evidenced-based pretrial diversion practices as
alternatives to incarceration (ATIs). This work has become the model for many of the counties of which you
write about. Given these factors, the design of the new Justice and Transition Center was reduced by over 200
beds.
We recognize the changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only a legal
obligation, but a moral one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing
incarcerated individuals and providing rehabilitative programming shown to reduce recidivism and improve
outcomes . The Justice and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing millions in annualized
cost savings.
I appreciate your interest in this topic, and I hope I have addressed some, if not all, of your concerns .

Marcus J. Molinaro
Dutchess County Executive
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845-486-2000 phone
845-486-2021 fax
Email: countyexec@dutchessny.gov

www.dutchessny. gov
Original Message
From: Elaine Ciaccio <mariecia@aol.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 9:18 AM
To: countyexec <countyexec@dutchessny.gov>; County Legislators <CountyLegislators@dutchessny.gov>;
Morris, Carolyn <cmorris@dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Stop the $ 200 Million Jail Now!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails .

Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:
I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for
a new jail. The jail would be the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more
than all other county capital spending combined, with bond repayment extending into the 2040s. Post-Covid,
the county's financial situation is dire—the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid
arrives, the county will need to borrow later this year to cover basic operations. Layoffs and cuts to essential
services seem inevitable.

2

This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities.
For example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid 19 pandemic, and that alcoholism
and mental health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these services,
as well as on much-needed youth programs.

-

Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York's bail and discovery reform laws have
dramatically reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago, over
400). More people charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction
and mental-health diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into homeless
shelters and expand alternatives to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and reimagine public
safety.

For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July:
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of
part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.
Respectfully submitted,
Elaine Ciaccio
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Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Cristopher Elie < cristopherelie@ gmail.com >
Thursday, July 9, 2020 9:44 AM
County Legislators
Morris, Carolyn; Caswell, Stephen
Public Comment

ATTENTION : This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or dick on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.
Hello - I'm a lifelong resident of District 21 and Dutchess BOE poll worker. This is my first time writing in to comment on

local legislation, which should go to show you how important it is to me that this jail plan is scrapped entirely.

There are many, many reasons that this construction is a bad idea, but one that should appeal to both Democrats and
Republicans is what a colossal waste of money it is. Anyone who calls themselves a fiscal conservative should instead be
calling themselves a hypocrite if they vote to allow this pointless, debt-incurring, budget-bloating, waste of taxpayer
money to continue. The fact that something so unnecessary is being built when our current jail is only at half capacity is
insanity and vanity, and I suspect is only possible due to conniving contractors who know that they can charge suckers
for just about anything as long as they put the right label on it. If this jail gets approved those suckers will be Dutchess
County legislators and Dutchess County taxpayers.

.

Even more offensive to me personally is the simple fact of what this jail represents In a moment when we should be
saving our money to help with the pandemic, we build the most expensive capital project in our county's history ? In a
time of questioning pointlessly bloated law enforcement budgets we build a pointless jail? And most importantly in a
time where the country is having a serious reckoning with the systemic racism inherent in the criminal justice system,
we prepare to jail more Black men for crimes that would get a white man a slap on the wrist ?

All of this is UNACCEPTABLE. Stop this jail now or I'll do my best to get anyone who voted for it out of office as soon as
possible.

1
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Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

countyexec

Thursday, July 9, 2020 11:01 AM
John Twohig; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
RE: Stop the $ 200 Million Jail Now!

Dear Mr. Twohig,

Thank you for your email. Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains our
priority. The County has heavily invested in access to mental health services with the building of the Stabilization Center,
a 24/7 walk -in facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive crisis counseling, mental health
assessments, and peer advocacy. In addition to the Stabilization Center, the Department of Behavioral and Community
Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including our call or text service HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis Intervention
Team, which can go directly into the community to aid individuals in crisis.
The County partners with local school districts to incorporate Second Step, a social-emotional learning program that
focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem-solving, and substance-abuse prevention all of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have also dedicated resources
to family stability by increasing family-based foster care placements, offering parent coaching, and providing homevisiting to high-risk families. A strong, stable, and reliable family structure supports positive social-emotional
development and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration.
Additionally, we remain committed to our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical components, needed
resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability, security, and success. In 2019 the County
began implementing the first set of initiatives, including a Foster Care Mentoring program and expanding youth
employment programs beyond the summer. We have also supported the youth services through our Agency Partner
Grant. Over the past eight years, over $7 million has been allocated to critical programs and services in our community
through this program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth programs - anti-Jaullying, workforce development,
literacy, and more.
These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to support young people
and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system. However, Section 217 of the New York State County Law still
mandates that a county maintain a jail. Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and those who provide
services to this population deserve a modern facility designed for the purpose of rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency.
The new Justice and Transition Center will provide:
greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as providing cost
•
savings;

the opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in a light-filled and safe environment that is more
conducive to positive behavioral change; and
the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential to
•
decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses (ex. transitional
housing).

•

These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resulting in annual operational savings of nearly $4.1
million. Cost-savings primarily come in the form of the reductions to required staff and increases in the inmate to
correctional officer ratio resulting from efficient design elements on the planned facility. The capital costs are an
investment in future annualized operational savings allowing us to save money and focus spending in other areas.
Additionally, ending the Justice and Transition Center project would require significant investment in the current jail
facility, specifically the 1995 and 1984 sections. Further, with $60 million already bonded for the project, over $3 million
in debt service will still need to be paid annually.
Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020. The legislation significantly impacted
the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County Jail. Additionally, before the
l

implementation of the 2019 criminal justice reform, Dutchess County had reduced our jail population by 30 percent over
a five year period through initiatives designed to divert lower risk and /or mentally ill defendants from jail, including
building our Stabilization Center; providing Crisis Intervention Training (C1T) to law enforcement; and utilizing a
sophisticated array of evidenced-based pretrial diversion practices as alternatives to incarceration ( Alls). This work has
become the model for many of the counties of which you write about. Given these factors, the design of the new Justice
and Transition Center was reduced by over 200 beds.
We recognize the changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only a legal
obligation, but a moral one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing incarcerated
individuals and providing rehabilitative programming shown to reduce recidivism and improve outcomes. The Justice
and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing millions in annualized cost savings.
I appreciate your interest in this topic, and I hope I have addressed some, if not all, of your concerns.
Marcus J. Molinaro
Dutchess County Executive
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845-486-2000 phone
845-486-2021 fax

Email:
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countyexec (5) dutchessnv gov

www.dutchessnv.gov

From: John Twohig <twigman52@ hotmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 9:48 AM
To: countyexec <countyexec @ dutchessny.gov>; County Legislators <CountyLegislators @ dutchessny.gov>; Morris,
Carolyn <cmorris @ dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Stop the $ 200 Million Jail Now !
unknown senders or .
ATTENTION ; This email come from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from

_

Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:

I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for a new jail.
The jail would be the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more than all other county
capital spending combined, with bond repayment extending into the 2040s. Post-Covid, the county's financial situation
is dire —the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid arrives, the county will need to borrow
later this year to cover basic operations. Layoffs and cuts to essential services seem inevitable.

This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities. For
example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism and mental
health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these services, as well as on muchneeded youth programs.

Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York's bail and discovery reform laws have dramatically
reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago, over 400). More people
charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction and mental-health
diagnoses Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into homeless shelters and expand alternatives

.

2

to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and reimagine public safety .

For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July:
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature' s 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of part of
the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.

Respectfully submitted,
John P Twohig
Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone
Get Outlook for Android

3

Hussing, Laura
Morris, Carolyn
Thursday, July 9, 2020 10:11 AM
Wager, Leigh
Hussing, Laura
FW: public comment - a new jail
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From: Leo Blackman <leo @ leoblackman.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 9:50 AM
To: County Legislators <CountyLegisIators @ dutchessny.gov>
Cc: Morris, Carolyn <cmorris @ dutche$sny.gov>
Subject: public comment - a new jail
ATTENTiOH ; This email comefrom an .external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails. i
.

.

Dear Legislators,

I've read that County representatives will vote today on whether to build a new county jail. I' m deeply opposed to this
expense, for these reasons:

The County Executive has long billed himself a fiscal conservative. Spending 130 million taxpayer dollars on a
1.
new jail isn't conservative !
i

The new structure is proposed to hold 2x as many inmates as the current one. Yet w/bail reform, all signs point
decreasing
numbers.
to
2.

If the existing prison is awful, how much is physical, and how much is due to lack of rehabilitative programing?
What repairs are needed?

3.

4.

This is an enormous expense to borrow, including annual debt service. With Covid harming the economy, this

hardly a necessary expense.
My town ( Amenia ), has been trying to construct a wastewater system for 50 years. One year's interest on the
5.
jail loan would fund it fully.

I phoned yesterday about grants, and found DC Innovation Program is cancelled for this year. Those funds are
6.
really critical for our towns.

.

This is a truly terrible idea that seems only to benefit the builder, as opposed to the taxpaying residents of
Dutchess County. Reconsider !
7

It is not too late to spend on real county priorities. This should be very low on the list, not the biggest & most urgent of
our infrastructure needs!

Thank you, Leo

#§¥ : fm JPfi iff

&

1

74 Old Route 22 Wassaic, NY 12592
leo@ leoblackman.com c.917.843.3201
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Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Julie Winterbottom <julie.winterbottom6 @ gmail.com>
Thursday, July 9, 2020 10:01 AM
Morris, Carolyn
County Legislators
Public Comment

ATTENTION: This email came from an externa! source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or

.

I am a Dutchess County taxpayer and I strongly urge the Legislature to drop its plans for a new jail The jail would be the most
expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more than all other county capital spending combined, with bond
repayment extending into the 2040s. Post-Covid, the county's financial situation is dire—the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and
unless direct federal aid arrives, the county will need to borrow later this year to cover basic operations. Layoffs and cuts to essential
services seem inevitable.

This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities. For example, we know
overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism and mental health needs are also on the rise.
Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these services, as well as on much-needed youth programs.
Moreover, the need for a new jail is indisputably not there. New York's bail and discovery reform laws have dramatically reduced pretrial
incarceration and thus the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago, over 400). More people charged with misdemeanors are
being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction and mental-health diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to
convert jail cells into homeless shelters and expand alternatives to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and
reimagine public safety.
For these reasons, I support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July and would like you to do the
same:
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of part of the current
space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.
Sincerely,
Julie Winterbottom
Beacon, NY

1

Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

countyexec

Thursday, July 9, 2020 10:59 AM
Dara Silverman; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
RE: Stop the $ 200 Million Jail Now!

Dear Dara,

Thank you for your email. Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains our
priority. The County has heavily invested in access to mental health services with the building of the Stabilization Center,
a 24/7 walk-in facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive crisis counseling, mental health
assessments, and peer advocacy. In addition to the Stabilization Center, the Department of Behavioral and Community
Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including our call or text service HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis Intervention
Team, which can go directly into the community to aid individuals in crisis.
The County partners with local school districts to incorporate Second Step, a social-emotional learning program that
focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem-solving, and substance-abuse prevention all of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have also dedicated resources
to family stability by increasing family-based foster care placements, offering parent coaching, and providing homevisiting to high-risk families. A strong, stable, and reliable family structure supports positive social-emotional
development and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration.
Additionally, we remain committed to our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical components, needed
resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability, security, and success. In 2019 the County
began implementing the first set of initiatives, including a Foster Care Mentoring program and expanding youth
employment programs beyond the summer. We have also supported the youth services through our Agency Partner
Grant. Over the past eight years,- over $7 million has been allocated to critical programs and services in our community
through this program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth programs - anti-bullying, workforce development,
literacy,and more.
These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to support young people
and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system. However, Section 217 of the New York State County Law still
mandates that a county maintain a jail. Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and those who provide
services to this population deserve a modern facility designed for the purpose of rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency.
The new Justice and Transition Center will provide:
greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as providing cost
•
savings;
the opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in a light-filled and safe environment that is more
•
conducive to positive behavioral change; and
the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential to
•
decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses ( ex. transitional
housing).

These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resulting in annual operational savings of nearly $4.1
million. Cost-savings primarily come in the form of the reductions to required staff and increases in the inmate to
correctional officer ratio resulting from efficient design elements on the planned facility. The capital costs are an
investment in future annualized operational savings allowing us to save money and focus spending in other areas.
Additionally, ending the Justice and Transition Center project would require significant investment in the current jail
facility, specifically the 1995 and 1984 sections. Further, with $60 million already bonded for the project, over $3 million
in debt service will still need to be paid annually.
Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020. The legislation significantly impacted
the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County Jail. Additionally, before the
1

implementation of the 2019 criminal justice reform, Dutchess County had reduced our jail population by 30 percent over
a five year period through initiatives designed to divert lower risk and/or mentally ill defendants from jail, including
building our Stabilization Center; providing Crisis Intervention Training (CIT) to law enforcement; and utilizing a
sophisticated array of evidenced-based pretrial diversion practices as alternatives to incarceration ( ATis ). This work has
become the model for many of the counties of which you write about. Given these factors, the design of the new Justice
and Transition Center was reduced by over 200 beds.
We recognize the changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only a legal
obligation, but a moral one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing incarcerated
individuals and providing rehabilitative programming shown to reduce recidivism and improve outcomes. The Justice
and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing millions in annualized cost savings.
I appreciate your interest in this topic, and I hope 1 have addressed some, if not all, of your concerns.

Marcus J. Molinaro
Dutchess County Executive
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845-486- 2000 phone
845-486-2021 fax
Email: countvexec (5) dutchessny. gov

www.dutchessnv.gov

From: Dara Silverman <dara @ poweriabs.io>
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 10:08 AM
To: countyexec <countyexec @ dutchessny.gov>; County Legislators <CountyLegislators @> dutchessny.gov>; Morris,
Carolyn <cmorris@ dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Stop the $ 200 Million Jail Now !
ATTENTION : This email came from on external source, Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
,

unexpected emails.

.

..

Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:
I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for a new
jail I came to the meeting when this first came up years ago and wasn 't too raise my voice to object again today.

.

The jail would be the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more than all other county
capital spending combined, with bond repayment extending into the 2040s. Post-Covid, the county's financial situation
is dire — the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid arrives, the county will need to borrow
later this year to cover basic operations. Layoffs and cuts to essential services seem inevitable.
This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities. For
example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism and mental
health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these services, as well as on muchneeded youth programs.

Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York ' s bail and discovery reform laws have dramatically
reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago, over 400). More people
charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction and mental-health
2

diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into homeless shelters and expand alternatives
to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and reimagine public safety.
For these reasons, I support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July: * rescind the
remaining portion of the legislature ' s 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction * recommend a commission to
research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of part of the current space, jail-sharing

with other counties, or other possibilities.
Respectfully submitted,
Dara Silverman
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Hussing , Laura
Morris, Carolyn
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Original Message
From: Kathleen Quinn <kathleensquinn@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 10:28 AM
To: County Legislators <CountyLegislators@dutchessny.gov>
Cc: Morris, Carolyn <cmorris@dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Public Comment
ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Good evening,
As a woman raised in Dutchess County, I feel very strongly that a new jail is absolutely not a responsible or
sensible way to spend $200 million taxpayer dollars. That money could be better spent funding education,
public transportation, infrastructure, healthcare and indispensable community resources like mental health

services.

i

Our prison system does not address the root causes of unrest inside of our communities. It does nothing to
improve the lives of incarcerated individuals or their families who, statistically speaking, are disproportionately
black and brown people. It is one facet of a systematically racist system that destroys futures and rips
communities apart.
Crime does not happen by accident. By pointing money away from police and prisons and tunneling it into
other, more productive and deserving community programs, it has been proven in cities like Camden, New
Jersey that crime rates plummet. We do not need to continue to ignore systemic injustice and mistreatment and
build more cages.

The illusion of safety by way of prisons is just that. It is a fallacy that bigger jails create better or safer
communities. And I invite you to ask yourself - who are you trying to keep safe, exactly?
Based on decreased crime rates and the declining average number of inmates held in our current jail, we
absolutely do not need to create more cells- just the opposite. This money could be better used to serve our
communities with positive and necessary support systems that have been proven to offer better futures and
lower crime rates. Thank you.
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Hussing, Laura
Morris, Carolyn
Thursday, July 9, 2020 11:04 AM
Wager, Leigh
Hussing, Laura
FW: Stop the $ 200 Million Jail Now!
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From: countyexec <countyexec@ dutchessny.gov>
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 10:58 AM
To: Jeanne Devine <jeanneadevine @ gmail.com>; County Legislators <CountyLegislators @ dutchessny.gov>; Morris,
Carolyn <cmorris @ dutchessny.gov>
Subject: RE: Stop the $200 Million Jail Now!
Dear Jeanne,

Thank you for your email. Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains our
priority. The County has heavily invested in access to mental health services with the building of the Stabilization Center,
a 24/7 walk -in facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive crisis counseling, mental health
assessments, and peer advocacy. In addition to the Stabilization Center, the Department of Behavioral and Community
Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including our call or text service HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis Intervention
Team, which can go directly into the community to aid individuals in crisis.
l

i

The County partners with local school districts to incorporate Second Step, a social-emotional learning program that
focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem-solving, and substance- abuse prevention all of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have also dedicated resources
to family stability by increasing family-based foster care placements, offering parent coaching, and providing homevisiting to high-risk families. A strong, stable, and reliable family structure supports positive social-emotional
development and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration.
Additionally, we remain committed to our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical components, needed
resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability, security, and success. In 2019 the County
began implementing the first set of initiatives, including a Foster Care Mentoring program and expanding youth
employment programs beyond the summer. We have also supported the youth services through our Agency Partner
Grant. Over the past eight years, over $7 million has been allocated to critical programs and services in our community
through this program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth programs - anti-bullying, workforce development,
literacy, and more.
These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to support young people
and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system. However, Section 217 of the New York State County Law still
mandates that a county maintain a jail. Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and those who provide
services to this population deserve a modern facility designed for the purpose of rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency.
The new Justice and Transition Center will provide:
greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as providing cost
•
savings;

the opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in a light-filled and safe environment that is more
conducive to positive behavioral change; and
the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential to
•
decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses ( ex. transitional
housing)

•

.

These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resulting in annual operational savings of nearly $4.1
million. Cost-savings primarily come in the form of the reductions to required staff and increases in the inmate to
correctional officer ratio resulting from efficient design elements on the planned facility. The capital costs are an
investment in future annualized operational savings allowing us to save money and focus spending in other areas.
Additionally, ending the Justice and Transition Center project would require significant investment in the current jail
facility, specifically the 1995 and 1984 sections. Further, with $60 million already bonded for the project, over $ 3 million
in debt service will still need to be paid annually.
Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020. The legislation significantly impacted
the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County Jail. Additionally, before the
implementation of the 2019 criminal justice reform, Dutchess County had reduced our jail population by 30 percent over
a five year period through initiatives designed to divert lower risk and/or mentally ill defendants from jail, including
building our -5tabilization Center; providing Crisis Intervention Training ( CIT) to law enforcement; and utilizing a
sophisticated array of evidenced-based pretrial diversion practices as alternatives to incarceration ( ATIs). This work has
become the model for many of the counties of which you write about. Given these factors, the design of the new Justice
and Transition Center was reduced by over 200 beds.
We recognize the changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only a legal
obligation, but a moral one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing incarcerated
individuals and providing rehabilitative- programming shown to reduce recidivism and improve outcomes. The Justice
and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing millions in annualized cost savings.
I appreciate your interest in this topic, and I hope I have addressed some, if not all, of your concerns.

Marcus J. Molinaro
Dutchess County Executive
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
2

845 -486-2000 phone
845 -486-2021 fax
Email: countyexecPdutchessnv.eov

www.dutchessny.gov

From: Jeanne Devine <ieanneadevine (5> gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 10:42 AM
To: countyexec < countyexec (S) dutchessny.gov>: County Legislators <CountyLegislators (5> dutchessnv.gov>; Morris,
Carolyn <cmorris (5> dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Stop the $ 200 Million Jail Now!
ATTENTION: This email came from an external source « Do not open attachments or click oh links from unknown senders or
fc
'

y

Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:

I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for a new jail.
The jail would be the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more than all other county
capital spending combined, with bond repayment extending into the 2040s. Post-Covid, the county's financial situation
is dire the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid arrives, the county will need to borrow
later this year to cover basic operations. Layoffs and cuts to essential services seem inevitable.

—

This- is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities. For
example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism and mental
health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these services, as well as on muchneeded youth programs.

Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York's bail and discovery reform laws have dramatically
reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jail population ( around 130 now; two years ago, over 400). More people
charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction and mental-health
diagnoses.- Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into homeless shelters and expand alternatives
to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and reimagine public safety.

For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July:
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of part of
the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities

.

Respectfully submitted,

Jeanne Devine
5 Robinson St
Fishkill NY 12524
845 -896-0422
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From: Irene S Di Maio <idimaio @ lsu.edu>
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 10:46 AM
To: County Legislators <CountyLegislators @ dutchessny.gov>
Cc: Morris, Carolyn <cmorris @ dutchessny.gov>
Subject: public comment
ATTENTION: This emaii came from an external source. Do hot open attachments or click on finks from unkno
v.-;

"History punishes those who come too late." Do the county executive and the legislature want an
incarceration project-obsolete before the first shovel breaks ground-to be their legacy ?
Desperately needed social services should not be funneled through a jail. Use our scarce resources to help the
community. The citizens of Dutchess County deserve true justice and social transformation.
1

i
i
i

Irene S. Di Maio
Staatsburg, New York
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Original Message
From: Abbie Cobb <acobb743@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 10:49 AM
To: County Legislators <CountyLegislators@dutchessny.gov>
Cc: Morris, Carolyn <cmorris@dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Public Comment

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.

To Whom it May Concern,
My name is Abigail Cobb and I am a resident of Dutchess County. I am writing to implore you to stop the
building of a jail in the Hudson Valley. Prisons do not solve the issue of safety in our community. If we
invested this $200 million dollars into improving our school systems, mental health services, domestic violence
shelters, homeless shelters and hospitals we would be targeting the root of many crimes. Poverty and poor
social support systems pave the way to crime, especially in black and other minority communities, who are
l

already disproportionately targeted by police. This is the most expensive capital project the county has ever
undertaken, and we would be repaying it for the next 20 years at least. This is not where I want my tax money
to go. Additionally, we simply do not need extra cells! The population currently is down to around 130 and we
do not need the additional room that a new jail would provide. Do not throw the county into more debt and
charge tax payers over $10 million per year for a completely unnecessary project. Invest in your communities,
and lift people up out of poverty instead of focusing on increasing the prison population.

Thank you very much.
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Hussing, Laura
FW: Public Comment
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From: Lynda Elie <lyndaelie@ gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 10:54 AM
To: County Legislators <CountyLegislators @ dutchessny.gov>; Morris, Carolyn <cmorris @ dutchessny.gov>; Caswell,
Stephen <scaswell@ dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Public Comment
.

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown sendersor

Public Comment - Re: Dutchess County Jail Bond
Dear Legislators and Dutchess Community Residents,
It's okay to admit we made a mistake when voting for this jail project 4 years ago. Most of us recognize we no longer
need the jail as it was initially proposed and that the project should be scaled back accordingly. But we can reconsider
even further. Do we really need this jail built at all, or can we better address the problem in other more creative and
1

humanitarian ways? Our current jail is no longer insufficient to handle our county's needs. Shouldn't we now scrap this
idea entirely and reallocate funding for more proactive measures to prevent incarceration and further reduce the jail
population ? We don't need to stick with a decision made in different times. Let' s be leaders in decarceration efforts
rather than incarceration efforts. Let's be leaders in humanitarian efforts. Let's move forward and make better choices
for our future and for the health and well-being of Dutchess County residents.
Lynda Elie

I

!

2

Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Sophia Miller < sophia.miller94@ gmail.com >
Thursday, July 9, 2020 11:00 AM
County Legislators
Morris, Carolyn
Public Comment

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.
Hello

My name is Sophia Miller and I am a 26 year old resident of the Hudson Valley. I am writing today to urge you
to vote against a new jail in Dutchess County. The proposed project is incredibly expensive, unnecessary, and
will inevitably impact BIPOC folk in the county in a harmful way. I believe that voting against the jail and
instead redirecting a portion of the over $200 million originally allotted for this project towards education and
social services will help address root causes of crime in the county while offering a more sustainable and
economical strategy in the long mn.
Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Sophia Miller

l

Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rachael Stickle < rmstickle@yahoo.com >
Thursday, July 9, 2020 11:09 AM
countyexec; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
Stop the $ 200 Million Jail Now !

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:

I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for
a new jail. The jail would be the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more
than all other county capital spending combined, with bond repayment extending into the 2040s. Post-Covid,
the county's financial situation is dire—the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid
arrives, the county will need to borrow later this year to cover basic operations. Layoffs and cuts to essential
services seem inevitable.
This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities.
For example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism
and mental health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these services,
as well as on much-needed youth programs.

Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York's bail and discovery reform laws have
dramatically reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago, over
400). More people charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction
and mental-health diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into homeless
shelters and expand alternatives to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and reimagine public
safety.

For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July:
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to constmction of the proposed jail, including renovation of
part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.
Respectfully submitted,
Rachael Stickle

l

!

Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jessica D Brier <jessbrier @ gmaii.com >
Thursday, July 9, 2020 11:09 AM
countyexec; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
Stop the $ 200 Million Jail Now!

Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:

l am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for a new jail. The jail would
be the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more than all other county capital spending combined,
with bond repayment extending into the 2040s. Post-Covid, the county's financial situation is dire—the fund balance is being quickly
depleted, and unless direct federal aid arrives, the county will need to borrow later this year to cover basic operations. Layoffs and cuts
to essential services seem inevitable.

This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities. For example, we know
overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism and mental health needs are also on the rise.
Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these services, as well as on much-needed youth programs.
Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York's bail and discovery reform laws have dramatically reduced pretrial
incarceration and thus the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago, over 400). More people charged with misdemeanors are
being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction and mental-health diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to
convert jail cells into homeless shelters and expand alternatives to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and
reimagine public safety.

For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July:
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of part of the current
space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.
Respectfully submitted,
Jessica Brier

1

Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Sarah From < sarahbfrom@ gmail.com>
Thursday, July 9, 2020 11:15 AM
countyexec; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
Stop the $ 200 Million Jail Now !

ATTENTION : This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or

unexpected emails.

Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro :

.

I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for a new jail
The jaii would be the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more than all other county
capital spending combined, with bond repayment extending into the 2040s. Post-Covid, the county' s financial situation
is dire — the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid arrives, the county will need to borrow
iater this year to cover basic operations. Layoffs and cuts to essential services seem inevitable

.

This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities. For
example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism and mental
health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these services, as well as on muchneeded youth programs.
Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York' s bail and discovery reform laws have dramatically
reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jail population ( around 130 now; two years ago, over 400). More people
charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction and mental-health
diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into homeless shelters and expand alternatives
to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and reimagine public safety.

For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July:
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of part of
the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.

Respectfully submitted,
Sarah From
9 Deerfield Place
Beacon, NY 12508

1

Hussing, Laura
cate.stimfogel @ gmail.com
Thursday, July 9, 2020 11:17 AM
countyexec; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
Stop the $200 Million Jail Now!

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails .
Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:

I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for
a new jail. The jail would be the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more
than all other county capital spending combined, with bond repayment extending into the 2040s. Post-Covid,
the county's financial situation is dire the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid
arrives, the county will need to borrow later this year to cover basic operations. Layoffs and cuts to essential
services seem inevitable.

—

This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities.
For example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism
and mental health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these services,
as well as on much-needed youth programs.

Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York's bail and discovery reform laws have
dramatically reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago, over
400). More people charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction
and mental-health diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into homeless
shelters and expand alternatives to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and reimagine public
safety.
For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July:
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of
part of the current space, jail sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.

-

Respectfully submitted,
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Hussing, Laura
Morris, Carolyn
Thursday, July 9, 2020 12:13 PM
Wager, Leigh
Hussing, Laura
FW: Public comment
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From: karen twohig <karenecsw @ hotmail com>
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 11:24 AM
To: County Legislators <CountyLegislators @ dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Public comment
:

ATTENTION: This email came .from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or

'

I received and reviewed the County Executive ' s explanation for why we should go ahead with the jail project. I can
respect many of the points he made. But 1 still do not agree. These are extraordinardy times, calling for new plans, new
uses of our funds, and a concern also for saving the county from dire financial constraints due to the pandemic. Please
wait, rethink, reimagine this plan !

Sent from my Verizon Wireless 4G LTE smartphone
1

Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:

To:
Cc:
Subject:

Morris, Carolyn
Thursday, July 9, 2020 12:13 PM
Wager, Leigh
Hussing, Laura
FW: No New Prison
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From: Kathryn Weidner <kathryn.c. weidner@ gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 11:30 AM
To: County Legislators <Countylegislators @ dutchessny.gov>
Cc: Morris, Carolyn <cmorris @ dutchessny.gov>

Subject: No New Prison
ATTENTION: This emotl came from an external source.
,r - ; " > '

Hello legislators and Mx. Morris,
Please do notaliow this new prison to be built. While our sewers overflow, our schools fall into disarray, and so many
other social services fall behind; the last thing Dutchess needs is another prison. 200 million is enough money to send
2,000 students through their bachelor's at a SUNY schools (calculated as four years at 25 k a year). There are 200 million
ways to spend this money and building another ugly monument to human misery and the prison-industrial complex is
one of the worst. Please reconsider.

Sincerely,
1

Kathryn Weidner

2

Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Joia McKeivey <joiamiko @ icloud.com>
Thursday, July 9, 2020 11:40 AM
countyexec; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
Stop the $200 Million Jail Now!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:

I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for
a new jail. The jail would be the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more
than all other county capital spending combined, with bond repayment extending into the 2040s. Post-Covid,
the county's financial situation is dire the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid
arrives, the county will need to borrow later this year to cover basic operations. Layoffs and cuts to essential
services seem inevitable.

—

This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities.
For example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism
and mental health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these services,
as well as on much-needed youth programs.

Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York's bail and discovery reform laws have
dramatically reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago, over
400). More people charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction
and mental-health diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into homeless
shelters and expand alternatives to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and reimagine public
safety.
For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July:
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of
part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.
Respectfully submitted, Elijah McKeivey

Sent from my iPhone

l

Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Kathryn Burke < kburke@vassar.edu >
Thursday, July 9, 2020 11:45 AM
countyexec; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
Stop the $200 Million Jail Now!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.
Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:
I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for
a new jail. The jail would be the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more
than all other county capital spending combined, with bond repayment extending into the 2040s. Post-Covid,
the county's financial situation is dire—the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid
arrives, the county will need to borrow later this year to cover basic operations. Layoffs and cuts to essential
services seem inevitable.
This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities.
For example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism
and mental health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these services,
as well as on much-needed youth programs.

Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York's bail and discovery reform laws have
dramatically reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago, over
400). More people charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction
and mental-health diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into homeless
shelters and expand alternatives to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and reimagme public
safety.
For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July:
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of
part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.

Respectfully submitted,
Kathryn Burke

i

Hussing, Laura
Stephanie Kakadeiis < skakadelis @ gmail.com >
Thursday, July 9, 2020 11:56 AM
countyexec; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
Stop the $200 Million Jail

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:
I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for
a new jail. The jail would be the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more
than all other county capital spending combined, with bond repayment extending into the 2040s. Post-Covid,
the county's financial situation is dire—the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid
arrives, the county will need to borrow later this year to cover basic operations. Layoffs and cuts to essential
services seem inevitable.

This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities.
For example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism
and mental health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these services,
as well as on much-needed youth programs.
Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York's bail and discovery reform laws have
dramatically reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago, over
400). More people charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction
and mental-health diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into homeless
shelters and expand alternatives to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and reimagine public
safety.

For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July:
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of
part of the current space, jail sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.

-

Respectfully submitted,
Stephanie Kakadeiis
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Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Laurie Wooiever < tgwoolever @yahoo.com >
Thursday, July 9, 2020 12:00 PM
countyexec; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
Laurie Wooiever
Stop the $ 200 Million Jail Now!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.
Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:

I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for
a new jail. The jail would be the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more
than all other county capital spending combined, with bond repayment extending into the 2040s. Post-Covid,
the county's financial situation is dire the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid
arrives, the county will need to borrow later this year to cover basic operations. Layoffs and cuts to essential
services seem inevitable.

—

This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities.
For example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism
and mental health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these services,
as well as on much-needed youth programs.

Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York's bail and discovery reform laws have
dramatically reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago, over
400). More people charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction
and mental-health diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into homeless
shelters and expand alternatives to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and reimagine public
safety.
For these reasons, I support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July:
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature’s 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of
part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.

Respectfully submitted,

Laurie G. Wooiever
6 Kim Lane
Poughkeepsie NY 12601
Sent from my iPhone
l

Bussing, Laura
From:
Sent:

To:
Cc:
Subject:

Morris, Carolyn
Thursday, July 9, 2020 12:09 PM
Wager, Leigh
Hussing, Laura
FW: Public Comment
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Original Message
From: molly@firebus.com <molly@firebus.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 12:02 PM
To: County Legislators <CountyLegislators@dutchessny.gov>
Cc: Morris, Carolyn <cmorris@dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Public Comment
ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.
.

Dear Dutchess County Legislatures,

I' m emailing to add my support to the two resolutions to rescind the remaining portion of the legislature’s 2017
bond appropriation for jail construction and recommend a commission to research alternative uses for this
funding.

l

As our key civic representatives, you have an amazing opportunity to harness the possibility of this moment.
You have the power to create a model for what it means to pull money away from prisons and jails and back
into where your community needs it the most. This model will not just support the Dutchess County residents
you serve but will be seen as a leading and inspiring example for thousands of communities across New York
state and the rest of this country.

I'm excited and hopeful for what your leadership could mean for the future of all of us.
Yours,
Molly Rhodes
24 Willow Street
Beacon, NY

2

Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sasha Stim-Fogel < sasha.stim@ gmail.com>
Thursday, July 9, 2020 12:03 PM
countyexec; Morris, Carolyn; County Legislators
Stop the $200 Million Jail Now!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or dick on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro: I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in
Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for a new jail The jail would be the most expensive capital
project the County has ever undertaken, costing more than all other county capital spending combined, with bond
repayment extending into the 2040s. Post-Covid, the county's financial situation is dire the fund balance is being
quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid arrives, the county will need to borrow later this year to cover basic
operations. Layoffs and cuts to essential services seem inevitable. This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in
a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities. For example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply
amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism and mental health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget
has reduced in spending on these services, as well as on much-needed youth programs. Moreover, the need for a new
jail is no longer there. New York 's bail and discovery reform laws have dramatically reduced pretrial incarceration and
thus the jail population ( around 130 now; two years ago, over 400). More people charged with misdemeanors are being
diverted to community-based treatment for addiction and mental-health diagnoses. Other New York counties are
making plans to convert jail cells into homeless shelters and expand alternatives to incarceration. Dutchess County
should join their ranks and reimagine public safety. For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus
has submitted for consideration in July: * rescind the remaining portion of the legislature 's 2017 bond appropriation for
jail construction * recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including
renovation of part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities. Respectfully submitted,

.

—

Sasha Stim-Fogel

Sasha Stim-Fogel

l
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Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Morris, Carolyn
Thursday, July 9, 2020 12:16 PM
Wager, Leigh
Hussing, Laura
FW: No to the $200 Million Jail.
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Original Message
From: countyexec <countyexec@dutchessny.gov>
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 12:16 PM
To: Dani Gorton <gortond@kenyon.edu>; County Legislators <CountyLegislators@dutchessny.gov>; Morris,
Carolyn <cmorris@dutchessny.gov>
Subject: RE: No to the $200 Million Jail.

Dear Dani,
Thank you for your email. Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains
our priority . The County has heavily invested in access to mental health services with the building of the
Stabilization Center, a 24/7 walk-in facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive
crisis counseling, mental health assessments, and peer advocacy. In addition to the Stabilization Center, the
Department of Behavioral and Community Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including our call or text
service HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis Intervention Team, which can go directly into the community to aid
individuals in crisis.
l

The County partners with local school districts to incoiporate Second Step, a social-emotional learning program
that focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem-solving, and substance-abuse
prevention - all of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have
also dedicated resources to family stability by increasing family-based foster care placements, offering parent
coaching, and providing home-visiting to high-risk families. A strong, stable, and reliable family structure
supports positive social-emotional development and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration.
Additionally, we remain committed to our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical components,
needed resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability, security, and success. In
2019 the County began implementing the first set of initiatives, including a Foster Care Mentoring program and
expanding youth employment programs beyond the summer. We have also supported the youth services
through our Agency Partner Grant. Over the past eight years, over $7 million has been allocated to critical
programs and services in our community through this program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth
programs - anti-bullying, workforce development, literacy, and more.
These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to support young
people and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system. However, Section 217 of the New York State
County Law still mandates that a county maintain a jail. Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and
those who provide services to this population deserve a modem facility designed for the purpose of
rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency. The new Justice and Transition Center will provide:
greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as
•
providing cost savings;
the opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in a light-filled and safe environment that is
•
more conducive to positive behavioral change; and
•
the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential
to decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses (ex.
transitional housing).
These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resulting in annual operational savings of nearly
$4.1 million. Cost-savings primarily come in the form of the reductions to required staff and increases in the
inmate to correctional officer ratio resulting from efficient design elements on the planned facility. The capital
costs are an investment in future annualized operational savings allowing us to save money- and focus spending
in other areas. Additionally, ending the Justice and Transition Center project would require significant
investment in the current jail facility, specifically the 1995 and 1984 sections. Further, with $60 million already
bonded for the project, over $3 million in debt service will still need to be paid annually.
Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020. The legislation significantly
impacted the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County Jail. Additionally,
before the implementation of die 2019 criminal justice reform, Dutchess County had reduced our jail population
by 30 percent over a five year period through initiatives designed to divert lower risk and/or mentally ill
defendants from jail, including building our Stabilization Center; providing Crisis Intervention Training (CIT)
to law enforcement; and utilizing a sophisticated array of evidenced based pretrial diversion practices as
alternatives to incarceration (ATIs). This work has become the model for many of the counties of which you
write about. Given these factors, the design of the new Justice and Transition Center was reduced by over 200
beds.
We recognize the changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only a legal
obligation, but a moral one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing
incarcerated individuals and providing rehabilitative programming shown to reduce recidivism and improve
outcomes. The Justice and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing millions in annualized
cost savings.
I appreciate your interest in this topic, and I hope I have addressed some, if not all, of your concerns.

-

Marcus J. Molinaro
2

Dutchess County Executive
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845-486-2000 phone
845-486-2021 fax
Email: countyexec@dutchessny.gov

www.dutchessny.gov

Original Message
From: Dani Gorton <gortond@kenyon.edu>
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 12:04 PM
To: countyexec <countyexec@dutchessny.gov>; County Legislators <CountyLegislators@dutchessny.gov>;
Morris, Carolyn <cmorris@dutchessny .gov>
Subject: No to the $200 Million Jail.

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.
Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro,

I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for
a new jail. The jail would be the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more
than all other county capital spending combined, with bond repayment extending into the 2040s. Post-Covid,
the county's financial situation is dire the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid
arrives, the county will need to borrow later this year to cover basic operations . Layoffs and cuts to essential
services seem inevitable.

—

This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities .
For example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism
and mental health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these services,
as well as on much-needed youth programs.

Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York's bail and discovery reform taws have
dramatically reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago, over
400). More people charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction
and mental-health diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into homeless
shelters and expand alternatives to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and reimagine public
safety.
For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July:
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of
part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.
3

Respectfully submitted,
Dani Gorton
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Hussing, Laura
Morris, Carolyn
Thursday, July 9, 2020 12:23 PM
Wager, Leigh
Hussing, Laura
FW: Public Comment

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Upload

Carolyn Morris
Clerk
Dutchess County Legislature
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, New York 12601
Tel: (845) 486-2100 * Fax: (845) 486-2113

OFFICIAL AMERICAN FLAG DISPOSAL SITE
Visit us on

Facebook

From: Eaton, Michael <rne 22 @ sunyorange.edu>
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 12:23 PM
To: County Legislators <CountyLegislators@ dutchessny.gov>
Cc: Morris, Carolyn <cmorris @ dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Public Comment
ATTENTION:[ This email cqmefrom an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links .from unknown senders or

Hello my name is Michael Eaton and I'm a resident of Rock Tavern in Orange County, NY. It has recently come to my
attention that the construction of a new jail has been proposed for Dutchess County and I wanted to address why I think
doing so would be detrimental to the community. I'd like to touch on the fact that building this jail would be
unnecessary, as the immense cost far outweighs the benefits to the public and the current jail is perfectly adequate for
the counties needs. There are many ways this money could be better allocated that would further lessen the need for a
jail and improve the quality of life of people living in Dutchess County. For instance, the money could be put towards
youth programs, mental and physical health services, infrastructure, public transit, and many other options that would
l

directly benefit the community as opposed to continuing to fund a system that punishes and exiles predominantly
underprivileged people rather than rehabilitating them and addressing why they felt the need to commit crime. This
project would place a massive weight onto taxpayers and 1 do not believe it aligns with a direction that the majority of us
would like to see, that being a system that actually uses its resources for everyone instead of merely prioritizing a sense
of security for those that have the benefit of not having to consider illegal ways to make ends meet. Overall, I believe
that building this new jail in Dutchess county would only perpetuate crime by not putting money towards the root
causes of most crime and strain the majority of people within the community through making them fund a project that
won't even do them any good in terms of lowering the crime rate Thank you.

.
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Hussing, Laura
Hussing, Laura
Thursday, July 9, 2020 12:24 PM
CountyLegislature
Public Comment

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Good afternoon,
Mia Mask called to oppose the building of a new jail.

Thank you,

Jtaavz
Senior Legislative Secretary
Dutchess County Legislature
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, New York 12601
Tel: (845) 486-2100 • Fax: (845 ) 486-2113
Email: lhussina(G>dutchessnv.aov
OFFICIAL AMERICAN FLAG DISPOSAL SITE

Visit us on

Facebook
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Hussing, Laura
countyexec

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thursday, July 9, 2020 2:47 PM
Andrew Grella; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
RE: Stop the $ 200 Million Jail Now!

Dear Andrew,

Thank you for your email. Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains
our priority. The County has heavily invested in access to mental health services with the building of the
Stabilization Center, a 24/7 walk-in facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive
crisis counseling, mental health assessments, and peer advocacy. In addition to the Stabilization Center, the
Department of Behavioral and Community Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including our call or text
service HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis Intervention Team, which can go directly into the community to aid
individuals in crisis.
The County partners with local school districts to incorporate Second Step, a social-emotional learning program
that focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem-solving, and substance-abuse
prevention - all of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have
also dedicated resources to family stability by increasing family-based foster care placements, offering parent
coaching, and providing home visiting to high-risk families. A strong, stable, and reliable family structure
supports positive social-emotional development and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration.
Additionally, we remain committed to our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical components,
needed resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability, security, and success. In
2019 the County began implementing the first set of initiatives, including a Foster Care Mentoring program and
expanding youth- employment programs beyond the summer. We have also supported the youth services
through our Agency Partner Grant. Over the-past eight years, over $7 million has been allocated to critical
programs and services in our community through this program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth
programs - anti-bullying, workforce development, literacy, and more.
These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to support young
people and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system. However, Section 217 of the New York State
County Law still mandates that a county maintain a jail . Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and
those who provide services to this population deserve a modem facility designed for the purpose of
rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency . The new Justice and Transition Center will provide:
greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as
•
providing cost savings;
•
the opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in a light-filled and safe environment that is
more conducive to positive behavioral change; and
the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential
•
to decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses (ex.
transitional housing).

-

These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resulting in annual operational savings of nearly
$4.1 million. Cost-savings primarily come in the form of the reductions to required staff and increases in the
inmate to correctional officer ratio resulting from efficient design elements on the planned facility. The capital
costs are an investment in future annualized operational savings allowing us to save money and focus spending
in other areas. Additionally, ending the Justice and Transition Center project would require significant
investment in the current jail facility, specifically the 1995 and 1984 sections. Further, with $60 million already
bonded for the project, over $3 million in debt service will still need to be paid annually.
l

Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020. The legislation significantly
impacted the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County Jail. Additionally,
before the implementation of the 2019 criminal justice reform, Dutchess County had reduced our jail population
by 30 percent over a five year period through initiatives designed to divert lower risk and/or mentally ill
defendants from jail, including building our Stabilization Center; providing Crisis Intervention Training (CIT)
to law enforcement; and utilizing a sophisticated array of evidenced-based pretrial diversion practices as
alternatives to incarceration (ATIs). This work has become the model for many of the counties of which you
write about. Given these factors, the design of the new Justice and Transition Center was reduced by over 200
beds.
We recognize the changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only a legal
obligation, but a moral one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing
incarcerated individuals and providing rehabilitative programming shown to reduce recidivism and improve
outcomes. The Justice and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing millions in annualized
cost savings.
I appreciate your interest in this topic, and I hope I have addressed some, if not all, of your concerns .

Marcus J. Molinaro
Dutchess County Executive
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845-486-2000 phone
845-486-2021 fax
Email: countyexec@dutchessny.gov

www .dutchessny.gov

Original Message
From: Andrew Grella <agrella513@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 12:39 PM
To: countyexec <countyexec@dutchessny.gov>; County Legislators <CountyLegislators@dutchessny.gov>;
Morris, Carolyn <cmorris@dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Stop the $ 200 Million Jail Now!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.
Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:
I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for
a new jail. The jail would be the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more
than all other county capital spending combined, with bond repayment extending into the 2040s. Post-Covid,
the county's financial situation is dire—the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid
arrives, the county will need to borrow later this year to cover basic operations. Layoffs and cuts to essential
services seem inevitable.

2

This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities.
For example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism
and mental health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these services,
as well as on much-needed youth programs.
Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York's bail and discovery reform laws have
dramatically reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago, over
400). More people charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction
and mental-health diagnoses . Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into homeless
shelters and expand alternatives to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and reimagine public
safety.

For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July:
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of
part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.
Respectfully submitted,

Andrew

3

Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

countyexec

Thursday, July 9, 2020 2:46 PM
Alene Photographs; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
RE: Stop the $ 200 Million Jail Now!

Dear Arlene,

Thank you for your email. Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains our
priority. The County has heavily invested in access to mental health services with the building of the Stabilization Center,
a 24/ 7 walk-in facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive crisis counseling, mental health
assessments, and peer advocacy in addition to the Stabilization Center, the Department of Behavioral and Community
Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including our call or text service HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis Intervention
Team, which can go directly into the community to aid individuals in crisis.
The County partners with local school districts to incorporate Second Step, a social-emotional learning program that
focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem-solving, and substance-abuse prevention all of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have also dedicated resources
to family stability by increasing family-based foster care placements, offering parent coaching, and providing homevisiting to high-risk families. A strong, stable, and reliable family structure supports positive social-emotional
development and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration.
Additionally, we remain committed to our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical components, needed
resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability, security, and success. In 2019 the County
began implementing the first set of initiatives, including a Foster Care Mentoring program and expanding youth
employment programs beyond the summer. We have also supported the youth services through our Agency Partner
Grant. Over the past eight years, over $ 7 million has been allocated to critical programs and services in our community
through this program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth programs - anti-bullying, workforce development;
,

literacy, and more.
These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to support young people
and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system. However, Section 217 of the New York State County Law still
mandates that a county maintain a jail. Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and those who provide
services to this population deserve a modern facility designed for the purpose of rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency.
The new Justice and Transition Center will provide:
greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as providing cost
•
savings;
the opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in a light-filled and safe environment that is more
•
conducive to positive behavioral change; and
the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential to
•
decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses ( ex. transitional
housing).

These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resulting in annual operational savings of nearly $4.1
million. Cost -savings primarily come in the form of the reductions to required staff and increases in the inmate to
correctional officer ratio resulting from efficient design elements on the planned facility. The capital costs are an
investment in future annualized operational savings allowing us to save money and focus spending in other areas.
Additionally, ending the Justice and Transition Center project would require significant investment in the current jail
facility, specifically the 1995 and 1984 sections. Further, with $60 million already bonded for the project, over $ 3 million
in debt service will still need to be paid annually.
Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020. The legislation significantly impacted
the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County Jail. Additionally, before the
1

implementation of the 2019 criminal justice reform, Dutchess County had reduced ourjaif population by 30 percent over
a five year period through initiatives designed to divert lower risk and /or mentally ill defendants from jail, including
building our Stabilization Center; providing Crisis intervention Training (CIT) to law enforcement; and utilizing a
sophisticated array of evidenced-based pretrial diversion practices as alternatives to incarceration (ATis). This work has
become the model for many of the counties of which you write about. Given these factors, the design of the new Justice
and Transition Center was reduced by over 200 beds.
We recognize the changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only a legal
obligation, but a moral one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing incarcerated
individuals and providing rehabilitative programming shown to reduce recidivism and improve outcomes. The Justice
and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing millions in annualized cost savings.
I appreciate your interest in this topic, and I hope I have addressed some, if not all, of your concerns.

Marcus J. Molinaro
Dutchess County Executive
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845 -486-2000 phone
845-486-2021 fax
Email: countyexec (S) dutchessnv.eov

www.dutchessnv. gov
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From: Alene Photographs <alenephotographs @ gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 12:53 PM
To: countyexec <countyexec @ dutchessny.gov>; County Legislators <CountyLegis!ators@ dutchessny.gov>; Morris,
Carolyn <cmorris @> dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Stop the $ 200 Million Jail Nowl
..

ATTENTION : This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or

Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro,

I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for a new jail.
The jail would be the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more than all other county
capital spending combined, with bond repayment extending into the 2040s. Post-Covid, the county' s financial situation
is dire — the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid arrives, the county will need to borrow
later this year to cover basic operations. Layoffs and cuts to essential services seem inevitable. This is the worst possible
time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities. For example, we know overdose
deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism and mental health needs are also on the
rise. Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these services, as well as on much-needed youth programs.
Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York 's bail and discovery reform laws have dramatically
reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jail population ( around 130 now; two years ago, over 400). More people
charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction and mental-health
diagnoses Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into homeless shelters and expand alternatives
to incarceration Dutchess County should join their ranks and reimagine public safety. For these reasons, we support the
resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July: * rescind the remaining portion of the
legislature ' s 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction * recommend a commission to research alternatives to
construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or

.

.

other possibilities.
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Respectfully submitted,
Alene Pierro
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Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

countyexec

Thursday, July 9, 2020 2:46 PM
Jennifer Ortiz; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
RE: Stop the $200 Million Jail Now!

Dear Jennifer,

Thank you for your email. Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains our
priority. The County has heavily invested in access to mental health services with the building of the Stabilization Center,
a 24/ 7 walk-in facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive crisis counseling, mental health
assessments, and peer advocacy. In addition to the Stabilization Center, the Department of Behavioral and Community
Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including our call or text service HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis Intervention
Team, which can go directly into the community to aid individuals in crisis.
The County partners with local school districts to incorporate Second Step, a social-emotional learning program that
focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem-solving, and substance- abuse prevention all of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have also dedicated resources
to family stability by increasing family-based foster care placements, offering parent coaching, and providing homevisiting to high-risk families. A strong, stable, and reliable family structure supports positive social-emotional
development and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration.
Additionally, we remain committed to our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical components, needed
resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability, security, and success. In 2019 the County
began implementing the first set of initiatives, including a Foster Care Mentoring program and expanding youth
employment programs beyond the summer. We have also supported the youth services through our Agency Partner
Grant. Over the past eight years, over $7 million has been allocated to critical programs and services in our community
through this program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth programs - anti-bullying, workforce development,
literacy, and more.
These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to support young people
and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system, However, Section 217 of the New York State County Law still
mandates that a county maintain a jail. Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and those who provide
services to this population deserve a modern facility designed for the purpose of rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency.
The new Justice and Transition Center will provide:
greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as providing cost
•
savings;

the opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in a light-filled and safe environment that is more
•
conducive to positive behavioral change; and
the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential to
•
decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses ( ex. transitional
housing).
These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resulting in annual operational savings of nearly $4.1
million. Cost-savings primarily come in the form of the reductions to required staff and increases in the inmate to
correctional officer ratio resulting from efficient design elements on the planned facility. The capital costs are an
investment in future annualized operational savings allowing us to save money and focus spending in other areas.
Additionally, ending the Justice and Transition Center project would require significant investment in the current jail
facility, specifically the 1995 and 1984 sections. Further, with $60 million already bonded for the project, over $3 million
in debt service will still need to be paid annually.
Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020. The legislation significantly impacted
the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County jail. Additionally, before the
1

implementation of the 2019 criminal justice reform, Dutchess County had reduced our jail population by 30 percent over
a five year period through initiatives designed to divert lower risk and/or mentally ill defendants from jail, including
building our Stabilization Center; providing Crisis Intervention Training ( CIT) to law enforcement; and utilizing a
sophisticated array of evidenced-based pretrial diversion practices as alternatives to incarceration (ATIs). This work has
become the model for many of the counties of which you write about. Given these factors, the design of the new Justice
and Transition Center was reduced by over 200 beds.
We recognize the changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only a legal
obligation, but a moral one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing incarcerated
individuals and providing rehabilitative programming shown to reduce recidivism and improve outcomes. The Justice
and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing millions in annualized cost savings.
I appreciate your interest in this topic, and I hope I have addressed some, if not ail, of your concerns.

Marcus J. Molinaro
Dutchess County Executive
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845-486-2000 phone
845-486-2021 fax
Email: countyexec @ dutchessnv gov

.

www.dutchessny.gov

From: Jennifer Ortiz <jenniferl02886 @gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 12:56 PM
To: countyexec <countyexec @ dutchessny.gov>; County Legislators <CountyLegislators @ dutchessny.gov>; Morris,
Carolyn <cmorris@ dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Stop the $ 200 Million Jail Now !
ATTENTION: This email came from an extern al source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders br ; r

Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro: I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in
Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for a new jail. The jail would be the most expensive capital
project the County has ever undertaken, costing more than all other county capital spending combined, with bond
repayment extending into the 2040s. Post-Covid, the county’s financial situation is dire — the fund balance is being
quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid arrives, the county will need to borrow later this year to cover basic
operations. Layoffs and cuts to essential services seem inevitable. This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in
a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities. For example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply
amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism and mental health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget
has reduced in spending on these services, as well as on much-needed youth programs. Moreover, the need for a new
jail is no longer there. New York 's ball and discovery reform laws have dramatically reduced pretrial incarceration and
thus the jail population ( around 130 now; two years ago, over 400) . More people charged with misdemeanors are being
diverted to community-based treatment for addiction and mental-health diagnoses. Other New York counties are
making plans to convert jail cells into homeless shelters and expand alternatives to incarceration. Dutchess County
should join their ranks and reimagine public safety. For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus
has submitted for consideration in.July: * rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for
jail construction * recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including
renovation of part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities. Respectfully submitted,

Jennifer
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Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Gina Samardge < gsamardge@ gmail.com>
Thursday, July 9, 2020 1:01 PM
County Legislators
Tax Paying Registered Voter Saying - DROP YOUR PLANS TO BUILD THIS JAIL!

ATTENTION ; This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or dick on links from unknown senders or
.. ; =
:
unexpected emails.
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Dear Dutchess County Legislators:

I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for
a new jail. The jail would be the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more
than all other county capital spending combined, with bond repayment extending into the 2040s. Post-Covid,
the county's financial situation is dire—the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid
arrives, the county will need to borrow later this year to cover basic operations. Layoffs and cuts to essential
services seem inevitable.
This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities.
For example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism
and mental health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these
services, as well as on much-needed youth programs.
Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York's bail and discovery reform laws have
dramatically reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago, over
400). More people charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction
and mental-health diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into homeless
shelters and expand alternatives to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and reimagine
public safety. This is the way of the future and to deny this or try to uphold an oppressive and unjust punitive
system is saying that you are not willing to consider your constituents and that you continue to uphold the
systems built upon white supremacy.

For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July:
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to the construction of the proposed jail, including
renovation of part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.
Respectfully submitted,
Gina Samardge
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Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

countyexec

Thursday, July 9, 2020 2:45 PM
Caitiin Prisciandaro; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
RE: Concerns over new Jail

Dear Caitiin,

Thank you for your email. Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains
our priority. The County has heavily invested in access to mental health services with the building of the
Stabilization Center, a 24/7 walk-in facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive
crisis counseling, mental health assessments, and peer advocacy, hi addition to the Stabilization Center, the
Department of Behavioral and Community Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including our call or text
service HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis Intervention Team, which can go directly into the community to aid
individuals in crisis.
The County partners with local school districts to incorporate Second Step, a social-emotional learning program
that focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem-solving, and substance-abuse
prevention - all of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have
also dedicated resources to family stability by increasing family-based foster care placements, offering parent
coaching, and providing home-visiting to high-risk families. A strong, stable, and reliable family structure
supports positive social-emotional development and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration.
Additionally, we remain committed to- our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical components,
needed resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability, security, and success. In
2019 the County began implementing the fust .set of initiatives, including a Foster Care Mentoring program and
expanding youth employment programs beyond the summer. We have also supported the youth services
through our Agency Partner Grant: Over the past eight years, over $7 million has been allocated to critical
programs and services in our community through this program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth
programs - anti-bullying, workforce development, literacy, and more.
These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to support young
people and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system. However, Section 217 of the New York State
County Law still mandates that a county maintain a jail. Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and
those who provide services to this population deserve a modem facility designed for the purpose of
rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency . The new Justice and Transition Center will provide:
greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as
•
providing eost savings;
•
the opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in a light-filled and safe environment that is
more conducive to positive behavioral change; and
the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential
•
to decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses (ex.
transitional housing).
These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resulting in annual operational savings of nearly
$4.1 million. Cost-savings primarily come in the form of the reductions to required staff and increases in the
inmate to correctional officer ratio resulting from efficient design elements on the planned facility. The capital
costs are an investment in future annualized operational savings allowing us to save money and focus spending
in other areas. Additionally, ending the Justice and Transition Center project would require significant
investment in the current jail facility, specifically the 1995 and 1984 sections. Further, with $60 million already
bonded for the project, over $3 million in debt service will still need to be paid annually.
l

Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020 . The legislation significantly
impacted the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County Jail. Additionally,
before the implementation of the 2019 criminal justice reform, Dutchess County had reduced our jail population
by 30 percent over a five year period through initiatives designed to divert lower risk and/or mentally ill
defendants from jail, including building our Stabilization Center; providing Crisis Intervention Training (CIT)
to law enforcement; and utilizing a sophisticated array of evidenced-based pretrial diversion practices as
alternatives to incarceration (ATIs). This work has become the model for many of the counties of which you
write about. Given these factors, the design of the new Justice and Transition Center was reduced by over 200
beds.
We recognize the changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only a legal
obligation, but a moral one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing
incarcerated individuals and providing rehabilitative programming shown to reduce recidivism and improve
outcomes. The Justice and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing millions in annualized
cost savings.
I appreciate your interest in this topic, and I hope I have addressed some, if not all, of your concerns.

Marcus J. Molinaro
Dutchess County Executive
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845-486-2000 phone
845-486-2021 fax
Email: countyexec@dutchessny.gov

www.dutchessny.gov

Original Message
From: Caitlin Prisciandaro <caitykattt@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 1:11 PM
To: countyexec <countyexec@dutchessny.gov>; County Legislators <CountyLegislators@dutchessny.gov>;
Morris, Carolyn <cmorris@dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Concerns over new Jail
ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:
My name is Caitlin and I am a resident of Fishkill New York. I am writing to stop the plans for a new jail. We
have more than enough jails in dutchess county, including Fishkill correctional which already holds 1800
inmates.
$200,000,000 for a jail for ONLY 300 PEOPLE is an absolute absurd use of my tax money. We are in the
middle of a global pandemic while the entire country is calling for prison reform; how tacky and disrespectful to
even be considering these plans .
If our county has the ability to put out $200,000,000 then that money deserves to go directly to our community
and it’s citizens .

2

I ask you to please rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail
construction as well as to recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of die proposed jail,
including renovation of part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.
Especially in today’s current political climate, money should be allocated to youth programs, community
services, and quite literally anything else beside another prison.
Respectfully submitted,
Caitlin Prisciandaro
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Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Thursday, July 9, 2020 2:45 PM
Debbie Battaglia; Hauser, Edward
Morris, Carolyn

Subject:

RE: PUBLIC COMMENT

countyexec

Dear Debbie,

Thank you for your email. Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains our
priority. The County has heavily invested in access to mental health services with the building of the Stabilization Center,
a 24/7 walk-in facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive crisis counseling, mental health
assessments, and peer advocacy. In addition to the Stabilization Center, the Department of Behavioral and Community
Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including our call or text service HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis Intervention
Team, which can go directly into the community to aid individuals in crisis.
The County partners with local school districts to incorporate Second Step, a social-emotional learning program that
focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem-solving, and substance-abuse prevention all of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have also dedicated resources
to family stability by increasing family-based foster care placements, offering parent coaching, and providing homevisiting to high-risk families. A strong, stable, and reliable family structure supports positive social-emotional
development and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration.
Additionally, we remain committed to our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical components, needed
resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability, security, and success. In 2019 the County
began implementing the first set of initiatives, including a Foster Care Mentoring program and expanding youth
employment programs beyond the summer. We have also supported the youth services through our Agency Partner
Grant. Over the past eight years, over $ 7 million has been allocated to critical programs and services in our community
through this program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth programs - anti-bullying, workforce development,
literacy, and more.
These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to support young people
and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system. However, Section 217 of the New York State County Law still
mandates that a county maintain a jail. Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and those who provide
services to this population deserve a modern facility designed for the purpose of rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency.
The new Justice and Transition Center will provide:
greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as providing cost
•
savings;

the opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in aiight-filled and safe environment that is more
conducive to positive behavioral change; and
the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential to
*
decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses (ex. transitional
housing).

•

These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resulting in annual operational savings of nearly $4.1
million. Cost-savings primarily come in the form of the reductions to required staff and increases in the inmate to
correctional officer ratio resulting from efficient design elements on the planned facility. The capital costs are an
investment in future annualized operational savings allowing us to save money and focus spending in other areas.
Additionally, ending the Justice and Transition Center project would require significant investment in the current jail
facility, specifically the 1995 and 1984 sections Further, with $60 million already bonded for the project, over $3 million
in debt service will still need to be paid annually.

.

l

Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020. The legislation significantly impacted
the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County Jail. Additionally, before the
implementation of the 2019 criminal justice reform, Dutchess County had reduced our jail population by 30 percent over
a five year period through initiatives designed to divert lower risk and/or mentally ill defendants from jail, including
building our Stabilization Center; providing Crisis Intervention Training ( CIT) to law enforcement; and utilizing a
sophisticated array of evidenced-based pretrial diversion practices as alternatives to incarceration ( ATfs). This work has
become the model for many of the counties of which you write about. Given these factors, the design of the new Justice
and Transition Center was reduced by over 200 beds.
We recognize the changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only a legal
obligation, but a moral one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing incarcerated
individuals and providing rehabilitative programming shown to reduce recidivism and improve outcomes. The Justice
and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing millions in annualized cost savings.
I appreciate your interest in this topic, and I hope I have addressed some, if not all, of your concerns.

Marcus J. Molinaro
Dutchess County Executive
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845 -486-2000 phone
845-486-2021 fax

Email :

countyexec @ dutchessny.gov

www.dutchessnv.gov

From: Debbie Battaglia <dbattaglia07@ gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 1:13 PM
To: Hauser, Edward <ehauser @ dutchessny.gov>
Cc: Morris, Carolyn <cmorris @ dutchessny.gov>; countyexec <countyexec @ dutchessny.gov>
Subject: PUBLIC COMMENT

V ATTENTION: This email canti from an external source. Donot open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.
,

Dear County Executive and local legislator Edward Hauser,

.

As a resident and voter in Dutchess County I’m strongly against building the proposed new county prison Locking people
up as an effective approach to solving crime is misguided and expensive. What we need to do is repair and then build a
stronger community through youth support programs, improved educational services, and access to mental health care
to name a few ideas. It' s no coincidence that crime is higher in economically deprived communities and it becomes a
vicious cycle of frustration between the police and the people they are supposed to serve. To build a safer, more stable
society, local governments should invest more in prevention than punishment.

I urge you to stop planning this prison and rethink how we can create a more stable Dutchess County.

Debbie Battaglia
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Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

countyexec

Thursday, July 9, 2020 2:44 PM
Armando Rose; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
Armando Rose
RE: Stop the $ 200 Million Jail Now !

Dear Armando,
Thank you for your email. Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains
our priority. The County has heavily invested in access to mental health services with the building of the
Stabilization Center, a 24/7 walk-in facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive
crisis counseling, mental health assessments, and peer advocacy. In addition to the Stabilization Center, the
Department of Behavioral and Community Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including our call or text
service HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis Intervention Team, which can go directly into the community to aid
individuals in crisis .
The County partners with local school districts to incorporate Second Step, a social-emotional learning program
that focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem-solving, and substance-abuse
prevention - all of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have
also dedicated resources to family stability by increasing family-based foster care placements, offering parent
coaching, and providing home-visiting to high-risk families. A strong, stable, and reliable family structure
supports positive social-emotional development and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration .
Additionally, we remain committed to our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical components,
needed resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability, security, and success. In
2019 the County began implementing the first set of initiatives, including a Foster Care Mentoring program and
expanding youth employment programs beyond the summer. We have also supported the youth services
through our Agency Partner Grant. Over the past eight years, over $7 million has been allocated to critical
programs and services in our community through this program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth
programs - anti-bullying, workforce development, literacy, and more.
These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to support young
people and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system. However, Section 217 of the New York State
County Law still mandates that a county maintain a jail. Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and
those who provide services to this population deserve a modem facility designed for the purpose of
rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency. The new Justice and Transition Center will provide:
•
greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as
providing cost savings;
•
the opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in a light-filled and safe environment that is
more conducive to positive behavioral change; and
•
the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential
to decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses (ex.
transitional housing).
These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resulting in annual operational savings of nearly
$4.1 million. Cost-savings primarily come in the form of the reductions to required staff and increases in the
inmate to correctional officer ratio resulting from efficient design elements on the planned facility. The capital
costs are an investment in future annualized operational savings allowing us to save money and focus spending
in other areas. Additionally, ending the Justice and Transition Center project would require significant
l

investment in the current jail facility, specifically the 1995 and 1984 sections . Further, with $60 million already
bonded for the project, over $3 million in debt service will still need to be paid annually.
Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020. The legislation significantly
impacted the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County Jail. Additionally,
before the implementation of the 2019 criminal justice reform, Dutchess County had reduced our jail population
by 30 percent over a five year period through initiatives designed to divert lower risk and/or mentally ill
defendants from jail, including building our Stabilization Center; providing Crisis Intervention Training (CIT)
to law enforcement; and utilizing a sophisticated array of evidenced-based pretrial diversion practices as
alternatives to incarceration (ATIs). This work has become the model for many of the counties of which you
write about. Given these factors, the design of the new Justice and Transition Center was reduced by over 200
beds.
We recognize the changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only a legal
obligation, but a moral one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing
incarcerated individuals and providing rehabilitative programming shown to reduce recidivism and improve
outcomes. The Justice and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing millions in annualized
cost savings.
I appreciate your interest in this topic, and I hope I have addressed some, if not all, of your concerns .
Marcus J. Molinaro
Dutchess County Executive
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845-486-2000 phone
845-486-2021 fax
Email: countyexec@dutchessny.gov

www.dutchessny.gov

Original Message
From: Armando Rose <armandorose@icloud.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 1:24 PM
To: countyexec <countyexec@dutchessny.gov>; County Legislators <CountyLegislators@dutchessny.gov>;
Morris, Carolyn <cmorris@dutchessny.gov>
Cc: Armando Rose <armando.rose@gmail.com >
Subject: Stop the $200 Million Jail Now!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.
Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:
I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for
a new jail. The jail would be the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more
than all other county capital spending combined, with bond repayment extending into the 2040s. Post-Covid,
the county's financial situation is dire the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid
arrives, the county will need to borrow later this year to cover basic operations. Layoffs and cuts to essential
services seem inevitable.

—
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This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities.
For example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism
and mental health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these services,
as well as on much-needed youth programs.
Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York's bail and discovery reform laws have
dramatically reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago, over
400). More people charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction
and mental health diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into homeless
shelters and expand alternatives to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and reimagine public
safety.

-

For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July:
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of
part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.
Respectfully submitted,

Armando Rose

Armando Rose Architects
212-677-6829
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Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

countyexec

Thursday, July 9, 2020 2:44 PM
Susannah; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
RE: Stop the $200 Million Jail Now!

Dear Susannah,

Thank you for your email. Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains our
priority. The County has heavily invested in access to mental health services with the building of the Stabilization Center,
a 24/7 walk-in facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive crisis counseling, mental health
assessments, and peer advocacy. In addition to the Stabilization Center, the Department of Behavioral and Community
Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including our call or text service HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis Intervention
Team, which can go directly into the community to aid individuals in crisis.
The County partners with local school districts to incorporate Second Step, a social-emotional learning program that
focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem-solving, and substance-abuse prevention all of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have also dedicated resources
to family stability by increasing family -based foster care placements, offering parent coaching, and providing homevisiting to high-risk families. A strong, stable, and reliable family structure supports positive social-emotional
development and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration.
Additionally, we remain committed to our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical components, needed
resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability, security, and success. In 2019 the County
began implementing the first set of initiatives, includinga Foster Care Mentoring program and expanding youth
employment programs beyond the summer. We have also supported the youth services through our Agency Partner
Grant. Over the past-eight years, over $7 million has been allocated to critical programs and services in our community
through this program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth programs - anti-bullying, workforce development,
literacy, and more.
These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to support young people
and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system. However, Section 217 of the New York State County Law still
mandates that a county maintain a jail. Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and those who provide
services to this population deserve a modern facility designed for the purpose of rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency.
The new Justice and Transition Center will provide:
greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as providing cost
•
savings;
the opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in a light-filled and safe environment that is more
•
conducive to positive behavioral change; and
the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential to
•
decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses (ex. transitional
housing).

These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resulting in annual operational savings of nearly $4.1
million. Cost-savings primarily come in the form of the reductions to required staff and increases in the inmate to
correctional officer ratio resulting from efficient design elements on the planned facility. The capital costs are an
investment in future annualized operational savings allowing us to save money and focus spending in other areas.
Additionally, ending the Justice and Transition Center project would require significant investment in the current jail
facility, specifically the 1995 and 1984 sections. Further, with $ 60 million already bonded for the project, over $3 million
in debt service will still need to be paid annually.
Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020. The legislation significantly impacted
the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County Jail. Additionally, before the
l

implementation of the 2019 criminal justice reform, Dutchess County had reduced our jail population by
30 percent over
a five year period through initiatives designed to divert lower risk and/or mentally ill defendants
from jail, including
building our Stabilization Center; providing Crisis Intervention Training (CIT) to law enforcement and
utilizing a
;
sophisticated array of evidenced-based pretrial diversion practices as alternatives to incarceration (
ATIs). This work has
become the model for many of the counties of which you write about. Given these factors, the design of the
new Justice
and Transition Center was reduced by over 200 beds.
We recognize the changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only
a legal
obligation, but a moral one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing
incarcerated
individuals and providing rehabilitative programming shown to reduce recidivism and improve outcomes
. The Justice
and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing millions in annualized cost savings.
I appreciate your interest in this topic, and I hope I have addressed some, if not all, of your concerns
.
Marcus J. Molinaro
Dutchess County Executive
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845 - 486-2000 phone
845-486-2021 fax
Email: countyexec (5> dutchessnv.gov
www.dutchessnv.gov

From: Susannah <soozy.wild @ gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 1:25 PM
To: countyexec <countyexec @> dutchessny.gov>; County Legislators <CountyLegislators @ dutchessny
.gov>; Morris,
Carolyn <cmorris (® dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Stop the $200 Million Jail Now !
ATTENTION: This email come from on external source. Do not open attachments or click on
-

,

-

'

unknownsenders or
linksfrom
,

Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:

I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop
its plans for a new jail.
The jail would be the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more
than all

other county
capital spending combined, with bond repayment extending into the 2040s . Post-Covid, the county
' s financial situation
is dire — the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid arrives, the county
will need to borrow
later this year to cover basic operations. Layoffs and cuts to essential services seem inevitable.
This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities
. For
example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism and
mental
health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these services, as well
as on muchneeded youth programs.

Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York 's bail and discovery reform laws have
dramatically
reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago, over
400). More people
charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community - based treatment for addiction
and mental-health
2

diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into homeless shelters and expand alternatives
to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and reimagine public safety.

For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July:
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of part of
the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.

Respectfully submitted,
Susannah Pugsley
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Hussing, Laura
From:

countyexec

Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thursday, July 9, 2020 2:43 PM
Rachel Silkworth; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
RE: We absolutely do not need a new $200 million jail

Dear Rachel,
Thank you for your email. Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains
our priority. The County has heavily invested in access to mental health services with the building of the
Stabilization Center, a 24/7 walk-in facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive
crisis counseling, mental health assessments, and peer advocacy. In addition to the Stabilization Center, the
Department of Behavioral and Community Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including our call or text
service HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis Intervention Team, which can go directly into the community to aid

individuals in crisis.
The County partners with local school districts to incorporate Second Step, a social-emotional learning program
that focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem-solving, and substance-abuse
prevention all of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have
also dedicated resources to family stability by increasing family-based foster care placements, offering parent
coaching, and providing home-visiting to high-risk families . A strong, stable, and reliable family structure
supports positive social-emotional development and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration.
Additionally, we remain committed to our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical components,
needed resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability, security, and success. In
2019 the County began implementing the first set of initiatives, including a Foster Care Mentoring program and
expanding youth employment programs beyond the summer. We have also supported the youth services
through our Agency Partner Grant. Over the past eight years, over $7 million Jhas been allocated to critical
programs and services in our community through this program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth
programs - anti-bullying, workforce development, literacy, and more.
These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to support young
people and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system. However, Section 217 of the New York State
County Law still mandates that a county maintain a jail. Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and
those who provide services to this population deserve a modem facility designed for the purpose of
rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency. The new Justice and Transition Center will provide:
greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as
•
providing cost savings;
the opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in a light-filled and safe environment that is
•
more conducive to positive behavioral change; and
•
the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential
to decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses (ex.
transitional housing).

—

These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resulting in annual operational savings of nearly
$4.1 million. Cost-savings primarily come in the form of the reductions to required staff and increases in the
inmate to correctional officer ratio resulting from efficient design elements on the planned facility. The capital
costs are an investment in future annualized operational savings allowing us to save money and focus spending
in other areas. Additionally, ending the Justice and Transition Center project would require significant
investment in the current jail facility, specifically the 1995 and 1984 sections. Further, with $60 million already
bonded for the project, over $3 million in debt service will still need to be paid annually.
l

Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020. The legislation significantly
impacted the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County Jail. Additionally,
before the implementation of the 2019 criminal justice reform, Dutchess County had reduced our jail population
by 30 percent over a five year period through initiatives designed to divert lower risk and/or mentally ill
defendants from jail , including building our Stabilization Center, providing Crisis Intervention Training (CIT)
to law enforcement; and utilizing a sophisticated array of evidenced-based pretrial diversion practices as
alternatives to incarceration (ATIs). This work has become the model for many of the counties of which you
write about. Given these factors, the design of the new Justice and Transition Center was reduced by over 200
beds.
We recognize the changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only a legal
obligation, but a moral one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing
incarcerated individuals and providing rehabilitative programming shown to reduce recidivism and improve
outcomes. The Justice and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing millions in annualized
cost savings.
I appreciate your interest in this topic, and I hope I have addressed some, if not all, of your concerns.

Marcus J. Molinaro
Dutchess County Executive
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845-486-2000 phone
845-486-2021 fax
Email: countyexec@dutchessny.gov

www.dutchessny.gov

Original Message
From: Rachel Silkworth <rachel.silkworth@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 1:36 PM
To: countyexec <countyexec@dutchessny.gov>; County Legislators <CountyLegislators@dutchessny.gov>;
Morris, Carolyn <cmorris@dutchessny.gov>
Subject: We absolutely do not need a new $200 million jail
ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.
Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:

Spending $200 million dollars on a new jail in the midst of an indefinite and devastating pandemic is
unconscionable. Doing so in the midst of a national cry for criminal justice reform that centers restorative
justice rather than incarceration is unconscionable. Doing so when public health and education desperately need
those funds to provide crucial services in our community is unconscionable.
As a Dutchess County taxpayer, voter, and citizen of conscience, I must insist this new jail project not go
forward. Please rescind the bond appropriation and explore options that won’t bleed our community of muchneeded resources.

Respectfully submitted,
2

Rachel Silkworth
Beacon, NY

•••
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Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Patrick Pellicano < patrick.pellicano @ gmail.com >
Thursday, July 9, 2020 1:47 PM
County Legislators
Morris, Carolyn
Public Comment

ATTENTION: This email come from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or

Hello,
At a time when the public is waking up to the systemic racist violence intrinsic to and perpetuated by the prison
industrial complex, spending money on a new and unnecessary jail is offensive if not deliberately racist. Data has shown
that more jails and prisons do not lead to safer communities, but instead further exacerbate racial and class inequality
and does nothing to combat the root causes of why people are imprisoned in the first place. If safety isn 't accomplished
by building new jails or prisons, then it clearly shows what a government's true motivations are and where
their priorities lie, especially when that community doesn't even have a functioning YMCA.

Prisoner numbers are down and will continue to drop as New Yorkers have realized the extensive, brutal and needless
torture that imprisoning people has on the individual, their families and their community. When the vast majority of
those behind bars are held for non-violent offenses it becomes clear that the only reason people are held captive is to
make money off of their bodies.

Poughkeepsie should invest in ethical jobs, like building a recreational or cultural center, or put that money towards
education or healthcare like the pediatric floor that was shuttered at Vassar Brothers; there are myriad ways to spend
$ 200,000,000 that don't involve destroying families and communities and continuing the cycle of harming our most
marginalized neighbors. Please get on the right side of history, or be judged by history.

Thank you for reading. Live long and prosper .
r

Pat Pellicano
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Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

countyexec

Thursday, July 9, 2020 2:42 PM
Christina Horn; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
RE: Stop the $ 200 Million Jail Now!

Dear Christina,
Thank you for your email. Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains
our priority. The County has heavily invested in access to mental health services with the building of the
Stabilization Center, a 24/7 walk-in facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive
crisis counseling, mental health assessments, and peer advocacy. In addition to the Stabilization Center, the
Department of Behavioral and Community Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including our call or text
service HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis Intervention Team, which can go directly into the community to aid
individuals in crisis.
The County partners with local school districts to incorporate Second Step, a social-emotional learning program
that focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem-solving, and substance-abuse
prevention - all of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have
also dedicated resources to family stability by increasing family-based foster care placements, offering parent
coaching, and providing home-visiting to high-risk families. A strong, stable, and reliable family structure
supports positive social-emotional development and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration.
Additionally, we remain committed to our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical components,
needed resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability, security, and success. In
2019 the County began implementing the first set of initiatives, including a Foster Care Mentoring program and
expanding youth employment programs beyond the summer. We have also supported the youth services
through our Agency Partner Grant. Over the past eight years, over $7 million has been allocated to critical
programs and services in our community through this program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth
programs - anti-bullying, workforce development, literacy, and more.
These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to support young
people and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system. However, Section 217 of the New York State
County Law still mandates that a county maintain a jail. Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and
those who provide services to this population deserve a modem facility designed for the purpose of
rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency . The new Justice and Transition Center will provide:
greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as
•
providing cost savings;
the opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in a light -filled and safe environment that is
•
more conducive to positive behavioral change; and
the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential
•
to decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses (ex.
transitional housing).
These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resulting in annual operational savings of nearly
$4.1 million . Cost-savings primarily come in the form of the reductions to required staff and increases in the
inmate to correctional officer ratio resulting from efficient design elements on the planned facility. The capital
costs are an investment in future annualized operational savings allowing us to save money and focus spending
in other areas. Additionally, ending the Justice and Transition Center project would require significant
investment in the current jail facility, specifically the 1995 and 1984 sections. Further, with $60 million already
bonded for the project, over $3 million in debt service will still need to be paid annually.
,

l

Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020. The legislation significantly
impacted the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County Jail. Additionally,
before the implementation of the 2019 criminal justice reform, Dutchess County had reduced our jail population
by 30 percent over a five year period through initiatives designed to divert lower risk and/or mentally ill
defendants from jail, including building our Stabilization Center; providing Crisis Intervention Training (CIT)
to law enforcement; and utilizing a sophisticated array of evidenced-based pretrial diversion practices as
alternatives to incarceration (ATIs). This work has become the model for many of the counties of which you
write about. Given these factors, the design of the new Justice and Transition Center was reduced by over 200
beds.
We recognize the changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only a legal
obligation, but a moral one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing
incarcerated individuals and providing rehabilitative programming shown to reduce recidivism and improve
outcomes. The Justice and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing millions in annualized
cost savings.
I appreciate your interest in this topic, and I hope I have addressed some, if not all, of your concerns.

Marcus J. Molinaro
Dutchess County Executive
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845-486-2000 phone
845-486-2021 fax
Email: countyexec@dutchessny.gov

www.dutchessny.gov

Original Message
From: Christina Horn <ridewithchristina@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 1:48 PM
To: countyexec <countyexec@dutchessny.gov>; County Legislators <CountyLegislators@dutchessny.gov>;
Morris, Carolyn <cmorris@dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Stop the $200 Million Jail Now!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:
I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing -in Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for
a new jail. The jail would be the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more
than all other county capital spending combined, with bond repayment extending into the 2040s . Post-Covid,
the county's financial situation is dire—the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid
arrives, the county will need to borrow later this year to cover basic operations . Layoffs and cuts to essential
services seem inevitable.

2

This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities.
For example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism
and mental health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these services,
as well as on much- needed youth programs.
Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York's bail and discovery reform laws have
dramatically reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago, over
400). More people charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction
and mental-health diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into homeless
shelters and expand alternatives to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and reimagine public
safety.
N

For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July:
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of
part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.

Respectfully submitted,
Christina Horn

3

Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:

countyexec

Thursday, July 9, 2020 2:42 PM
Caitlin Prisciandaro; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
RE: Stop the $200 Million Jail Now!

Subject:

Dear Caitlin,
Thank you for your email. Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains
our priority. The County has heavily invested in access to mental health services with the building of the
Stabilization Center, a 24/7 walk-in facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive
crisis counseling, mental health assessments, and peer advocacy. In addition to the Stabilization Center, the
Department of Behavioral and Community Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including our call or text
service HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis Intervention Team, which can go directly into the community to aid
individuals in crisis.
The County partners with local school districts to incorporate Second Step, a social-emotional learning program
that focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem-solving, and substance-abuse
prevention - all of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have
also dedicated resources to family stability by increasing family-based foster care placements, offering parent
coaching, and providing home visiting to high-risk families. A strong, stable, and reliable family structure
supports positive social-emotional development and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration.
Additionally, we remain committed to our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical components,
needed resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability, security, and success. In
2019 the County began implementing the first set of initiatives, including a Foster Care Mentoring program and
expanding youth employment programs beyond the summer. We have also supported the youth services
through our Agency Partner Grant. Over the past eight years, over $7 million has been allocated to critical
programs and services in our community through this program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth
programs - anti-bullying, workforce development, literacy, and more.
These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to support young
people and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system. However, Section 217 of the New York State
County Law still mandates that a county maintain a jail. Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and
those who provide services to this population deserve a modem facility designed for the purpose of
rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency. The new Justice and Transition Center will provide:
greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as
•
providing cost savings;
•
the opportunity- to deliver more and better programming, in a light-filled and safe environment that is
more conducive to positive behavioral change; and
the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential
•
to decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses (ex.
transitional housing).

-

These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resulting in annual operational savings of nearly
$4.1 million. Cost-savings primarily come in the form of the reductions to required staff and increases in the
inmate to correctional officer ratio resulting from efficient design elements on the planned. facility. The capital
costs are an investment in future annualized operational savings allowing us to save money and focus spending
in other areas . Additionally, ending the Justice and Transition Center project would require significant
investment in the current jail facility, specifically the 1995 and 1984 sections. Further, with $60 million already
bonded for the project, over $3 million in debt service will still need to be paid annually.
l

Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020. The legislation significantly
impacted the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County Jail. Additionally,
before the implementation of the 2019 criminal justice reform, Dutchess County had reduced our jail population
by 30 percent over a five year period through initiatives designed to divert lower risk and/or mentally ill
defendants from jail, including building our Stabilization Center; providing Crisis Intervention Training (CIT)
to law enforcement; and utilizing a sophisticated array of evidenced-based pretrial diversion practices as
alternatives to incarceration (ATIs). This work has become the- model for many of the counties of which you
write about. Given these factors, the design of the new Justice and Transition Center was reduced by over 200
beds.
We recognize the changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only a legal
obligation, but a moral one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing
incarcerated individuals and providing rehabilitative programming shown to reduce recidivism and improve
outcomes. The Justice and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing millions in annualized
cost savings .
I appreciate your interest in this topic, and I hope I have addressed some, if not all, of your concerns .

Marcus J. Molinaro
Dutchess County Executive
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845-486-2000 phone
845-486-2021 fax
Email: countyexec@dutchessny.gov

www.dutchessny.gov

Original Message
From: Caitlin Prisciandaro <caitykattt@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 1:48 PM
To: countyexec <countyexec@dutchessny.gov>; County Legislators <CountyLegislators@dutchessny.gov>;
Morris, Carolyn <cmorris@dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Stop the $ 200 Million Jail Now!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.
Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:

I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for
a new jail. The jail would be the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more
than all other county capital spending combined, with bond repayment extending into the 2040s. Post-Covid,
the county's financial situation is dire the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid
arrives, the county will need to borrow later this year to cover basic operations. Layoffs and cuts to essential
services seem inevitable.

—
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This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities.
For example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism
and mental health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these services,
as well as on much-needed youth programs.

Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York's bail and discovery reform laws have
dramatically reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago, over
400). More people charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction
and mental-health diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into homeless
shelters and expand alternatives to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and reimagine public
safety.

For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July:
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of
part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.
Respectfully submitted,
Sent from my iPhone
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Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Audrey Eber < eber.audrey@ gmail.com>
Thursday, July 9, 2020 1:49 PM
County Legislators
Morris, Carolyn
Public Comment

ATTENTION: This email came from on external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
"

1unexpected

Close your eyes and imagine what $ 200 million can do for our children if invested in public schools. Dutchess County
does not even have this kind of money. Overpolicing and criminalization are NOT a solution to maintain your privileged
lives.
No New Jails.
-Audrey, White Plains
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Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:

Bruce Molsky < brucemolsky@gmail.com >
Thursday, Juiy 9, 2020 1:52 PM
County Legislators

Cc:
Subject:

Morris, Carolyn
Public Comment

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.

In our current dire health and financial crisis, spending this amount of money on new construction is
irresponsible and smacks of politics over compassion. Available funds should be directed toward helping our
struggling community get through this tough time. With the projected cost of $200M, and resulting net increase
of 188 beds, that’s well over $1M per added bed, nothing short of a ludicrous extravagance. And job creation is
no justification as this project will be (and always is with new construction) only temporary.
It is common wisdom that our country is about to enter even deeper financial pain than we’re already in.
Dutchess County residents are already bulling. Legislators, please don’t squander precious funds on an
unnecessary pet project such as this.
Bruce Molsky
Beacon

l

Hussing, Laura
Elliana Gran < ellianagran4@ gmail.com >
Thursday, July 9, 2020 2:03 PM
County Legislators
Morris, Carolyn
Public Comment

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

Dear Legislators,

I urge you to please take the time to think about the weight of your vote concerning the building of a new jail in
Dutchess County. Jails don't address the root causes of crime and don't necessarily lead to safer communities Instead
this $200 million could be invested in community resources, especially education. It could also be invested in programs
that have proved to reduce prison populations, such as bail reform initiatives. You have the ability to change the future
and the lives of so many people. Statistics show that prisons disproportionately effect black communities. This creates a
host of other problems. You have the chance to make real change in the world starting in our local community. I hope
you vote with this in mind

.

.

Sincerely,
Elliana

l

Mussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

countyexec

Thursday, July 9, 2020 2:40 PM
Eric Eckley; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
RE: Stop the $ 200 Million Jail Now !

Dear Eric,

Thank you for your email. Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains our
priority. The County has heavily invested in access to mental health services with the building of the Stabilization Center,
a 24/7 waik-in facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive crisis counseling, mental health
assessments, and peer advocacy. In addition to the Stabilization Center, the Department of Behavioral and Community
Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including our call or text service HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis Intervention
Team, which can go directly into the community to aid individuals in crisis.
The County partners with local school districts to incorporate Second Step, a social-emotional learning program that
focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem- solving, and substance-abuse prevention all of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have also dedicated resources
to family stability by increasing family -based foster care placements, offering parent coaching, and providing homevisiting to high-risk families. A strong, stable, and reliable family structure supports positive social-emotional
development and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration.
Additionally, we remain committed to our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical components, needed
resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability, security, and success. In 2019 the County
began implementing the first set of initiatives, including a Foster Care Mentoring program and expanding youth
employment programs beyond the summer. We have also supported the youth services through our Agency Partner
Grant. Over the past eight years, over $7 million has been allocated to critical programs and services in our community
through this program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth programs - anti-bullying, workforce development,
literacy, and more.
These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to support young people
and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system. However, Section 217 of the New York State County Law still
mandates that a county maintain a jail. Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and those who provide
services to this population deserve a modern facility designed for the purpose of rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency.
The new Justice and Transition Center will provide:
greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as providing cost
•

i
;

savings;

the opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in a light-filled and safe environment that is more
conducive to positive behavioral change; and
the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential to
•
decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses (ex. transitional
housing).

•

These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resulting in annual operational savings of nearly $4.1
million. Cost -savings primarily come in the form of the reductions to required staff and increases in the inmate to
correctional officer ratio resulting from efficient design elements on the planned facility. The capital costs are an
investment in future annualized operational savings allowing us to save money and focus spending in other areas.
Additionally, ending the Justice and Transition Center project would require significant investment in the current jail
facility, specifically the 1995 and 1984 sections. Further, with $60 million already bonded for the project, over $3 million
in debt service will still need to be paid annually.
Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020. The legislation significantly impacted
the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County Jail. Additionally, before the
1

;

i

implementation of the 2019 criminal justice reform, Dutchess County had reduced our jail population by 30 percent over
a five year period through initiatives designed to divert lower risk and/or mentally ill defendants from jail, including
building our Stabilization Center; providing Crisis Intervention Training ( CIT) to law enforcement; and utilizing a
sophisticated array of evidenced-based pretrial diversion practices as alternatives to incarceration ( ATIs). This work has
become the model for many of the counties of which you write about. Given these factors, the design of the new Justice
and.Transition Center was reduced by over 200 beds.
We recognize the changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only a legal
obligation, but a moral one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing incarcerated
individuals and providing rehabilitative programming shown to reduce recidivism and improve outcomes. The Justice
and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing millions in annualized cost savings.
I appreciate your interest in this topic, and I hope I have addressed some, if not all, of your concerns.

Marcus J. Molinaro
Dutchess County Executive
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845 -486-2000 phone
845-486-2021 fax
Email: countvexec @ dutchessny.gov

www.dutchessnv.gov

From: Eric Eckley <eeckley @ vassar.edu>
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 2: 26 PM
To: countyexec < countyexec @ dutchessny.gov>; County Legislators <CountyLegislators @ dutchessny.gov>; Morris,
Carolyn <cmor-ris @ dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Stop the $200 Million Jail Now !
ATTENTION: This email came from an external source: Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders dr
,

Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro: I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in
Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for a new jail. The jail would be the most expensive capital
project the County has ever undertaken^ costing more than all other county capital spending combined, with bond
repayment extending into the 2040s. Post-Covid, the county 's financial situation is dire — the fund balance is being
quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid arrives, the county will need to borrow later this year to cover basic
operations. Layoffs and cuts to essential services seem inevitable. This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in
a new jail and divert money from other urgent -priorities. For example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply
amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism and mental health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget
has reduced in spending on these services, as well as on much-needed youth programs. Moreover, the need for a new
jail is no longer there. New York's bail and discovery reform laws have dramatically reduced pretrial incarceration and
thus the jail population ( around 130 now; two years ago, over 400). More people charged with- misdemeanors are being
diverted to community-based treatment for addiction and mental-health diagnoses. Other New York counties are
making plans to convert jail cells into homeless shelters and expand alternatives to incarceration. Dutchess County
should join their ranks and reimagine public- safety. For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus
has submitted for consideration in July: * rescind the remaining portion of the legislature 's 2017 bond appropriation for
jail construction * recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including
renovation of part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities. Respectfully submitted,
There are many better uses for our hard earned tax dollars than can help the entire community other than a 200 million
dollar jail.
7

Thank you.
Eric Eckley
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Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

countyexec

Thursday, July 9, 2020 2:41 PM
Jena Hershkowitz; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
RE: Public comment

Dear Jena,
Thank you for your email. Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains
our priority. The County has heavily invested in access to mental health services with the building of the
Stabilization Center, a 24/7 walk-in facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive
crisis counseling, mental health assessments, and peer advocacy. In addition to the Stabilization Center, the
Department of Behavioral and Community Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including our call or text
service HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis Intervention Team, which can go directly into the community to aid
individuals in crisis.
The County partners with local school districts to incorporate Second Step, a social emotional learning program
that focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem-solving, and substance-abuse
prevention - all of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have
also dedicated resources to family stability by increasing family-based foster care placements, offering parent
coaching, and providing home-visiting to high-risk families. A strong, stable, and reliable family structure
supports positive social-emotional development and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration.
Additionally, we remain committed to our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical components,
needed resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability, security, and success. In
2019 the County began implementing the first set of initiatives, including a Foster Care Mentoring program and
expanding youth employment programs beyond the summer. We have also supported the youth services
through our Agency Partner Grant. Over the past eight years, over $7 million has been allocated to critical
programs and services in our community through this program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth
programs - anti-bullying, workforce development, literacy, and more.
These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to support young
people and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system. However, Section 217 of the New York State
County Law still mandates that a county maintain a jail. Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and
those who provide services to this population deserve a modem facility designed for the purpose of
rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency. The new Justice and Transition Center will provide:
greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as
•
providing cost savings;
the opportunity to deliver more and better programming,- in a light-filled and safe environment that is
more conducive to positive behavioral change; and
the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential
•
to decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses (ex.
transitional housing).

-

These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resulting in annual operational savings of nearly
$4.1 million. Cost-savings primarily come in the form of the reductions to required staff and increases in the
inmate to correctional officer ratio resulting from efficient design elements on the planned facility. The capital
costs are an investment in future annualized operational savings allowing us to save money and focus spending
in other areas. Additionally, -ending the Justice and Transition Center project would require significant
investment in the current jail facility, specifically the 1995 and 1984 sections. Further, with $60 million already
bonded for the project, over $3 million in debt service will still need to be paid annually.
l

Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020. The legislation significantly
impacted the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County Jail. Additionally,
before the implementation of the 2019 criminal justice reform, Dutchess County had reduced our jail population
by 30 percent over a five year period through initiatives designed to divert lower risk and/or mentally ill
defendants from jail, including building our Stabilization Center; providing Crisis Intervention Training (CIT)
to law enforcement; and utilizing a sophisticated array of evidenced-based pretrial diversion practices as
alternatives to incarceration (ATIs). This work has become the model for many of the counties of which you
write about. Given these factors, the design of the new Justice and Transition Center was reduced by over 200
beds.
We recognize the changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only a legal
obligation, but a moral one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing
incarcerated individuals and providing rehabilitative programming shown to reduce recidivism and improve
outcomes. The Justice and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing millions in annualized
cost savings.
I appreciate your interest in this topic, and I hope I have addressed some, if not all, of your concerns.

Marcus J. Molinaro
Dutchess County Executive
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845-486-2000 phone
845-486-2021 fax
Email: countyexec@dutchessny.gov

www.dutchessny.gov

Original Message
From: Jena Hershkowitz <jenahersh@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 2:19 PM
To: countyexec <countyexec@dutchessny.gov>; County Legislators <CountyLegislators@dutchessny.gov>;
Morris, Carolyn <cmorris@dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Public comment

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:

I am writing as a taxpayer and voter from neighboring Putnam County to call for the Dutchess County
Legislature to stop investing in new jails. New jails are an enormous waste of money. It would be irresponsible
for governments in NY to throw away tax payers’ money this way. The Covidl 9 pandemic is throwing people
across the Hudson Valley into poverty. We need to use our resources to mitigate this crisis. Jails don't help.
Respectfully submitted,
Jena Hershkowitz
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Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:

To:
Cc:

Subject:

Meredith Heuer < meredithheuer@mac.com >
Thursday, July 9, 2020 2:20 PM
Morris, Carolyn
County Legislators
Rescinding authorization for bonds related to the justice and -transition project

ATTENTION: This email came from an externa! source . Do not open attachments or dick on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.
.
I support the revocation of authorization for bonds related to the justice and transition project. There is,. at this time, no need for a
new, expanded jail.
In this time of crisis, when county and state revenues have fallen drastically, a careful examination of Dutchess County expenses is
warranted. One such expense, the building of a new jail, should be cut immediately. The cost of the new jail slated to be constructed
starting in September is around $ 200 million This commits taxpayers to an expense of around $10,000 per year for the foreseeable
future. With currently limited resources, Dutchess County needs to channel that money to health and mental health services, youth
and senior citizen programs.

.

The justification for constructing a new jail no longer exists. While 2 years ago, the jail was overcrowded, housing around 400
prisoners, new laws and practices have reduced that population to around 130. The size of the new jail to accommodate 328
inmates is no longer needed . The current inmate population size is highly unlikely to increase significantly because of a number of
factors including;

•

•

•

New state reform bail laws have greatly reduced the number of inmates in pre-trial detention, which accounted for much of
the previous inmate count.
The demand for and implementation of innovative responses to situations, that previously required a law enforcement
response, will result in less incarceration.
Alternative programs are less costly and more effective in helping individuals, previously incarcerated stay out of jail.
According to the Poughkeepsie Journal, ’’Dutchess County Executive Marc Molinaro said in a statement that the report
shows that taxpayer money is spent responsibly on the program and reduces recidivism." The articale notes that "the
average cost to incarcerate a person at Dutchess County Jail is $ 210 per day. Whereas, a person receiving aid through
county programming (Project M.O.R E.) costs between $ 6.84 to $46.04 a day, " Poughkeepsie Journal Dec 11, 2019

.

I strongly urge the legislators to act responsibly and terminate any support for building a new jail at this time. It is unwarranted and
the people of Dutchess County have more pressing concerns. Thank you for your consideration

.

Meredith Heuer
Beacon, NY

MEREDITH HEUER

917 447 6562 meredithheuer.com
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Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Andrea Everett < andireverett@ gmail.com >
Thursday, July 9, 2020 2:34 PM
Morris, Carolyn
Public Comment

ATTENTION : This email came from an external source: Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or

.

unexpected emails

Dear Carolyn Morris
i am writing to express my opposition to the construction of a new jail in Dutchess County; it's a waste
of funds, and will disproportionately harm your black and brown constituents.

Investing in restorative justice, health care, education, and harm reduction is cheaper + more effective
than building more jails. Think of what you’re doing and what your ultimate goals are.
Sincerely,
Andrea Everett

I

Hussing, Laura
Wager, Leigh on behalf of CountyLegisiature
Thursday, July 9, 2020 3:34 PM
Hussing, Laura
Morris, Carolyn
FW: Public Comment

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

UPLOAD

Leigh Wager
Deputy Clerk
Dutchess County Legislature
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, New York 12601
Tel: (845) 486-2100 • Fax: (845) 486-2113

OFFICIAL AMERICAN FLAG DISPOSAL SITE

Visit us on

From: Andrea Everett <andireverett@ gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 2:38 PM
To: CountyLegisiature <CountyLegislature @ dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Public Comment
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Dear County Legislators,
'

lo? unexpected emails.

I'm writing because to voice opposition the construction of a new jail in Dutchess County; t's a waste
of funds, and will disproportionately harm your black and brown constituents.

Rather than putting more people behind bars--a punitive action that does not address the root causes
of crime, and in fact perpetuates more crime-try investing in restorative justice, harm reduction,
education and health care. You'll save money, that’s for sure.
Think of what you're doing and what your ultimate goals are.
Sincerely,
Andrea

I

Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Julia DeWitt <julia.dewitt@gmail.com>
Thursday, July 9, 2020 2:42 PM
County Legislators
Morris, Carolyn
Jail Construction bond rescinding

ATTENTION : this email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or

Hello,
I think I am too late, but I figured it couldn't hurt to try !

I am writing to express my enthusiastic support for the resolutions to rescind the remaining portion of the
legislature ' s 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction and create a commission to research alternatives.
Yours in democracy,
Julia DeWitt
Millerton, NY
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Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Hollis Bogdanffy-Kriegh < hollybk@ mac.com >
Thursday, July 9, 2020 2:50 PM
countyexec; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
Public comment: Stop the $ 200 Million Jail Now!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.
Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:

I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for
a new jail. The jail would be the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more
than all other county capital spending combined, with bond repayment extending into the 2040s. Post-Covid,
the county's financial situation is dire—the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid
arrives, the county will need to borrow later this year to cover basic operations. Layoffs and cuts to essential
services seem inevitable.
This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities.
For example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism
and mental health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these services,
as well as on much-needed youth programs and mental health services.
Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York's bail and discovery reform laws have
dramatically reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago, over
400). More people charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction
and mental-health diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into homeless
shelters and expand alternatives to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and reimagine public
safety.
For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July:
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of
part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.

Respectfully submitted,
Hollis Bogdanffy
19 Dewindt St.
Beacon, NY
12508
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Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

countyexec

Thursday, July 9, 2020 3:55 PM
Toni Maeck; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
RE: History is watching. Stop the $200 Million Jail Now !

Dear Toni,
Thank you for your email. Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains
our priority. The County has heavily invested in access to mental health services with the building of the
Stabilization Center, a 24/7 walk-in facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive
crisis counseling, mental health assessments, and peer advocacy hi addition to the Stabilization Center, the
Department of Behavioral and Community Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including our call or text
service HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis Intervention Team, which can go directly into the community to aid
individuals in crisis.
The County partners with local school districts to incorporate Second Step, a social-emotional learning program
that focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem-solving, and substance-abuse
prevention - all of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have
also dedicated resources to family stability by increasing family-based foster care placements, offering parent
coaching, and providing home-visiting to high-risk families. A strong, stable, and reliable family structure
supports positive social-emotional development and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration.
Additionally, we remain committed to our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical components,
needed resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability, security, and success. In
2019 the County began implementing the first set of initiatives, including a Foster Care Mentoring program and
expanding youth employment programs beyond the summer. We have also supported the youth services
through our Agency Partner Grant. Over the past eight years, over $7 million has been allocated to critical
programs and services in our community through this program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth
programs - anti-bullying, workforce development, literacy, and more.
These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to support young
people and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system. However, Section 217 of the New York State
County Law still mandates that a county maintain a jail. Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and
those who provide services to this population deserve a modem facility designed for the purpose of
rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency. The new Justice and Transition Center will provide :
•
greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as
providing cost savings;
•
the opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in a light-filled and safe environment that is
more conducive to positive behavioral change; and
•
the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential
to decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses (ex.
transitional housing).
,

These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resulting in annual operational savings of nearly
$4.1 million. Cost-savings primarily come in the form of the reductions to required staff and increases in the
inmate to correctional officer ratio resulting from efficient design elements on the planned facility. The capital
costs are an investment in future annualized operational savings allowing us to save money and focus spending
in other areas. Additionally, ending the Justice and Transition Center project would require significant
investment in the current jail facility, specifically the 1995 and 1984 sections. Further, with $60 million already
bonded for the project, over $3 million in debt service will still need to be paid annually.
l

Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020. The legislation significantly
impacted the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County Jail. Additionally,
before the implementation of the 2019 criminai justice reform, Dutchess County had reduced our jail population
by 30 percent over a five year period through initiatives designed to divert lower risk and/or mentally ill
defendants from jail , including building our Stabilization Center; providing Crisis Intervention Training (CIT)
to law enforcement; and utilizing a sophisticated array of evidenced-based pretrial diversion practices as
alternatives to incarceration (ATIs). This work has become the model for many of the counties of which you
write about. Given these factors, the design of the new Justice and Transition Center was reduced by over 200
beds.
We recognize the changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only a legal
obligation, but a moral one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing
incarcerated individuals and providing rehabilitative programming shown to reduce recidivism and improve
outcomes. The Justice and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing millions in annualized
cost savings.
I appreciate your interest in this topic, and I hope I have addressed some, if not all, of your concerns.
'

'

Marcus J. Molinaro
Dutchess County Executive
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845-486-2000 phone
845-486-2021 fax
Email: countyexec@dutchessny.gov

www.dutchessny.gov

Original Message
From: Toni Maeck <toni.maeck@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 2:53 PM
To: countyexec <countyexec@dutchessny.gov>; County Legislators <CountyLegislators@dutchessny.gov>;
Morris, Carolyn <cmorris@dutchessny.gov>
Subject: History is watching. Stop the $200 Million Jail Now!
ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:
I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for
a new jail. The jail would be the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more
than all other county capital spending combined, with bond repayment extending into the 2040s. Post-Covid,
the county's financial situation is dire the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid
arrives, the county will need to borrow later this year to cover basic operations. Layoffs and cuts to essential

—

services seem inevitable.
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This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities.
For example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism
and mental health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these services,
as well as on much-needed youth programs.

Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York's bail and discovery reform laws have
dramatically reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago, over
400). More people charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction
and mental-health diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into homeless
shelters and expand alternatives to incarceration . Dutchess County should join their ranks and reimagine public
safety.

For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July:
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature’s 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of
part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.

Respectfully submitted,
Toni Maeck

Sent from my iPhone
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Hussing, Laura
Charlotte Victoria Tramontana < gaymermaidnoveIist@ gmailxom>
Thursday, July 9, 2020 3:01 -PM
County Legislators
Morris, Carolyn
Public Comment

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

ATTENTION: This email came from on external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders 6r
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To whom it may concern:

Please do not allocate additional resources to expand the carcerai capacity of Dutchess County. We
need to be moving away from the medieval practice of imprisoning human beings and stigmatizing
them for life. These resources could go toward other community programs, including conflict
deescalation, education, housing, mental health services, and food security. Any one of these other
alternatives would boost general mental wellness in our area and that alone would reduce illegal
activity.

As a public librarian, I have witnessed firsthand the impact such programs have on communities and

individuals.
As a proud lifelong resident of Dutchess County, I believe that we are trailblazers in New York State,
and that helps New York to be a leader for the rest of the country when it comes to progressive
action. Please make another right trailblazing decision on behalf of Dutchess County. Let this resource
allocation serve as a dedication to a new way of life that is healthy and compassionate for all.

Thank you. Charlotte Victoria Tramontana

Charlotte Victoria Tramontana
Writer •Editor • Ceramic Artist • Feminist & Gender Studies • Library Person * Guerrilla Forester

(they/ them/ theirs)
(845) 520-8109
www.charlottevictoria.net
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Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

countyexec

Thursday, July 9, 2020 3:54 PM
Athena Torri; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
RE: Stop the $ 200 Million Jail Now!

Dear Athena,
Thank you for your email. Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains
our priority. The County has heavily invested in access to mental health services with the building of the
Stabilization Center, a 24/7 walk-in facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive
crisis counseling, mental health assessments, and peer advocacy. In addition to the Stabilization Center, the
Department of Behavioral and Community Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including our call or text
service HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis Intervention Team, which can go directly into the community to aid
individuals in crisis.
The County partners with local school districts to incorporate Second Step, a social-emotional learning program
that focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem-solving, and substance-abuse
prevention - all of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have
also dedicated resources to family stability by increasing family-based foster care placements, offering parent
coaching, and providing home-visiting to high-risk families. A strong, stable, and reliable family structure
supports positive social-emotional development and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration.
Additionally, we remain committed to our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical components,
needed resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability, security, and success. In
2019 the County began implementing the first set of initiatives, including a Foster Care Mentoring program and
expanding youth employment programs beyond the summer. We have also supported the youth services
through our Agency Partner Grant. Over the past eight years, over $7 million has been allocated to critical
programs and services in our community through this program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth
programs - anti-bullying, workforce development, literacy, and more.
These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to support young
people and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system. However, Section 217 of the New York State
County Law still mandates that a county maintain a jail. Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and
those who provide services to this population deserve a modem facility designed for the purpose of
rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency. The new Justice and Transition Center will provide:
greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as
•
providing cost savings;
•
the opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in a light-filled and safe environment that is
more conducive to positive behavioral change; and
the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential
•
to decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses (ex.
transitional housing).

These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resulting in annual operational savings of nearly
$4.1 million. Cost-savings primarily come in the form of the reductions to required staff and increases in the
inmate to correctional officer ratio resulting from efficient design elements on the planned facility. The capital
costs are an investment in future annualized operational savings allowing us to save money and focus spending
in other areas. Additionally, ending the Justice and Transition -Center project would require significant
investment in the current jail facility, specifically the 1995 and 1984 sections. Further, with $60 million already
bonded for the project, over $3 million in debt service will still need to be paid annually.
l

Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020. The legislation significantly
impacted the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County Jail. Additionally,
before the implementation of the 2019 criminal justice reform, Dutchess County had reduced our jail population
by 30 percent over a five year period through initiatives designed to divert lower risk and/or mentally ill
defendants from jail, including building our Stabilization Center; providing Crisis Intervention Training (CIT)
to law enforcement; and utilizing a sophisticated array of evidenced-based pretrial diversion practices as
alternatives to incarceration (ATIs). This work has become the model for many of the counties of which youwrite about. Given these factors, the design of the new Justice and Transition Center was reduced by over 200
beds.
We recognize the changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only a legal
obligation, but a moral one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing
incarcerated individuals and providing rehabilitative programming shown to reduce recidivism and improve
outcomes. The Justice and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing millions in annualized
cost savings.
I appreciate your interest in this topic, and I hope I have addressed some, if not all, of your concerns.
Marcus J. Molinaro
Dutchess County Executive
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845-486-2000 phone
845-486-2021 fax
Email: countyexec@dutchessny.gov

www.dutchessny.gov

Original Message
From : Athena Toni <athenatorri@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 3:02 PM
To: countyexec <countyexec@dutchessny.gov>; County Legislators <CountyLegislators@dutchessny.gov>;
Morris, Carolyn <cmorris@dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Stop the $ 200 Million Jail Now!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:

I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for
a new jail. The jail would be the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more
than all other county capital spending combined, with bond repayment extending into the 2040s. Post-Covid,
the county's financial situation is dire—the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid
arrives, the county will need to borrow later this year to cover basic operations. Layoffs and cuts to essential
services seem inevitable.

2

This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities.
For example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism
and mental health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these services,
as well as on much-needed youth programs.

Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York's bail and discovery reform laws have
dramatically reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago,- over
400). More people charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction
and mental-health diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into homeless
shelters and expand alternatives to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and reimagine public
safety.
For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July:
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of
part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.
Respectfully submitted,

Athena Torri
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Hussing, Laura
From:

countyexec

Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thursday, July 9, 2020 3:53 PM
Samantha Lopez; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
RE: Stop the $ 200 Million Jail Now !

Dear Samantha,

Thank you for your email. Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains
our priority. The County has heavily invested in access to mental health services with the building of the
Stabilization Center, a 24/7 walk-in facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive
crisis counseling, mental health assessments, and peer advocacy. In addition to the Stabilization Center, the
Department of Behavioral and Community Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including our call or text
service HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis Intervention Team, which can go directly into the community to aid
individuals in crisis.
The County partners with local school districts to incorporate Second Step, a social-emotional learning program
that focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem-solving, and substance-abuse
prevention - all of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have
also dedicated resources to family stability by increasing family-based foster care placements, offering parent
coaching, and providing home-visiting to high-risk families. A strong, stable, and reliable family structure
supports positive social-emotional development and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration.
Additionally, we remain committed to our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical components,
needed resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability, security, and success. In
2019 the County began implementing the fust set of initiatives, including a Foster Care Mentoring program and
expanding youth employment programs beyond the summer. We have also supported the youth services
through our Agency Partner Grant. Over the past eight years, over $7 million has been allocated to critical
programs and services in our community through this program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth
programs - anti-bullying, workforce development, literacy, and more.
These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to support young
people and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system. However, Section 217 of the New York State
County Law still mandates that a county maintain a jail. Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and
those who provide services to this population deserve a modem facility designed for the purpose of
rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency. The new Justice and Transition Center will provide:
•
greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as
providing cost savings;
•
the opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in a light-filled and safe environment that is
more conducive to positive behavioral change; and
the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential
•
to decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses (ex.
transitional housing).
'

These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resulting in annual operational savings of nearly
$4.1 million. Cost-savings primarily come in the form of the reductions to required staff and increases in the
inmate to correctional officer ratio resulting from efficient design elements on the planned facility. The capital
costs are an investment in future annualized operational savings allowing us to save money and focus spending
in other areas. Additionally, ending the Justice and Transition Center project would require significant
investment in the current jail facility, specifically the 1995 and 1984 sections. Further, with $60 million already
bonded for the project, over $3 million in debt service will still need to be paid annually.
i

Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020. The legislation significantly
impacted the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County Jail. Additionally,
before the implementation of the 2019 criminal justice reform, Dutchess County had reduced our jail population
by 30 percent over a five year period through initiatives designed to divert lower risk and/or mentally ill
defendants from jail, including building our Stabilization Center; providing Crisis Intervention Training (CIT)
to law enforcement; and utilizing a sophisticated array of evidenced-based pretrial diversion practices as
alternatives to incarceration (ATIs). This work has become the model for many of the counties of which you
write about. Given these factors, the design of the new Justice and Transition Center was reduced by over 200
beds.
Wo recognize the changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only a legal
obligation, but a moral one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing
incarcerated individuals and providing rehabilitative programming shown to reduce recidivism and improve
outcomes. The Justice and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing millions in annualized
cost savings.
I appreciate your interest in this topic, and I hope I have addressed some, if not all, of your concerns.

Marcus J. Molinaro
Dutchess County Executive
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845-486-2000 phone
845-486-2021 fax
Email: countyexec@dutchessny.gov
www .dutchessny.gov

Original Message
Prom: Samantha Lopez <samlopez2016@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 3:04 PM
To: countyexec <countyexec@dutchessny.gov>; County Legislators <CountyLegislators@dutchessny.gov>;
Morris, Carolyn <cmorris@dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Stop the $200 Million Jail Now!

ATTENTION: This- email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.
Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:
I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for
a new jail. The jail would be the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more
than all other county capital spending combined, with bond repayment extending into the 2040s. Post-Covid,
the county’s financial situation is dim the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid
arrives, the county will need to borrow later this year to cover basic operations. Layoffs and cuts to essential
services seem inevitable.

—
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This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities.
For example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism
and mental health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these services,
as well as on much-needed youth programs.

Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York's bail and discovery reform laws have
dramatically reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago, over
400). More people charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction
and mental-health diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into homeless
shelters and expand alternatives to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and reimagine public
safety.

For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July:
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of
part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.

Respectfully submitted,
Sent from my iPhone
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Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

countyexec

Thursday, July 9, 2020 3:52 PM
Thomas de Viliiers; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
RE: Stop the $200 Million Jail Now!

Dear Thomas,
Thank you for your email. Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains
our priority. The County has heavily invested in access to mental health services with the building of the
Stabilization Center, a 24/7 walk-in facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive
crisis counseling, mental health assessments, and peer advocacy. In addition to the Stabilization Center, the
Department of Behavioral and Community Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including our call or text
service HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis Intervention Team, which can go directly into the community to aid
individuals in crisis.
The County partners with local school districts to incorporate Second Step, a social-emotional learning program
that focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem-solving, and substance-abuse
prevention - all of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have
also dedicated resources to family stability by increasing family based foster care placements, offering parent
coaching, and providing home-visiting to high-risk families. A strong, stable, and reliable family structure
supports positive social-emotional development and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration.
Additionally, we remain committed to our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical components,
needed resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability, security, and success , In
2019 the County began implementing the first set of initiatives, including a Foster Care Mentoring program and
expanding youth employment programs beyond the summer. We have also supported the youth services
through our Agency Partner Grant. Over the past eight years, over $7 million has been allocated to critical
programs and services in our community through this program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth
programs - anti-bullying, workforce development, literacy, and more.
These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to support young
people and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system. However, Section 217 of the New York State
County Law still mandates that a county maintain a jail. Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and
those who provide services to this population deserve a modem facility designed for the purpose of
rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency. The new Justice and Transition Center will provide:
greater staffing- efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as
•
providing cost savings;
•
the opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in a light-filled and safe environment that is
more conducive to positive behavioral change; and
the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential
•
to decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses (ex.
transitional housing).

-

These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resulting in annual operational savings of nearly
$4.1 million. Cost-savings primarily come in the form of the reductions to required staff and increases in the
inmate to correctional officer ratio resulting from efficient design elements on the planned facility. The capital
costs are an investment in future annualized operational savings allowing us to save money and focus spending
in other areas. Additionally, ending the Justice and Transition Center project would require significant
l

investment in the current jaii facility, specifically the 1995 and 1984 sections. Further, with $60 million already
bonded for the project, over $3 million in debt service will still need to be paid annually.
Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020. The legislation significantly
impacted the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County Jail. Additionally,
before the implementation of the 2019 criminal justice reform, Dutchess County had reduced our jail population
by 30 percent over a five year period through initiatives designed to divert lower risk and/or mentally ill
defendants from jail, including building our Stabilization Center; providing Crisis Intervention Training (CIT)
to law enforcement; and utilizing a sophisticated array of evidenced-based pretrial diversion practices as
alternatives to incarceration (ATIs). This work has become the model for many of the counties of which you
write about. Given these factors, the design of the new Justice and Transition Center was reduced by over 200
beds.
We recognize the changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only a legal
obligation, but a moral one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing
incarcerated individuals and providing rehabilitative programming shown to reduce recidivism and improve
outcomes. The Justice and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing millions in annualized
cost savings.
I appreciate your interest in this topic, and I hope I have addressed some, if not all, of your concerns.

Marcus J. Molinaro
Dutchess County Executive
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845-486-2000 phone
845-486-2021 fax
Email: countyexec@dutchessny.gov

www.dutchessny.gov
Original Message
From: Thomas de Villiers <thomas .de.villiers@gmail . com>
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 3:17 PM
To: countyexec <countyexec@dutchessny.gov>; County Legislators <CountyLegislators@dutchessny.gov>;
Morris, Carolyn <cmorris@dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Stop the $200 Million Jail Now!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.
Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:
I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for
a new jail . The jail would be the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing
more
than all other county capital spending combined, with bond repayment extending into the 2040s. Post Covid,
the county's financial situation is dire the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal
aid
arrives, the county will need to borrow later this year to cover basic operations. Layoffs and cuts to essential
services seem inevitable.

—
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This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities.
For example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism
and mental health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these services,
as well as on much-needed youth programs.
Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York's bail and discovery reform laws have
dramatically reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago, over
400). More people charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction
and mental-health diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into homeless
shelters and expand alternatives to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and reimagine public
safety.

For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July:
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of
part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.
Respectfully submitted,
Thomas de Villiers

Sent from my iPhone
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Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

countyexec
Thursday, July 9, 2020 3:52 PM
Paloma Wake; County Legislators
Morris, Carolyn
RE: PUBLIC COMMENT - Stop the Jail

Dear Paloma,

Thank you for your email. Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains our
priority The County has heavily invested in access to mental health services with the building of the Stabilization Center,
a 24/7 walk-in facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive crisis counseling, mental health
assessments, and peer advocacy In addition to the Stabilization Center, the Department of Behavioral and Community
Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including our call or text service HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis Intervention
Team, which can go directly into the community to aid individuals in crisis.
The County partners with local school districts to incorporate Second Step, a social-emotional learning program that
focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem-solving, and substance-abuse prevention all of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have also dedicated resources
to family stability by increasing family-based foster care placements, offering parent coaching, and providing homevisiting to high-risk families. A strong, stable, and reliable family structure supports positive social-emotional
development and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration.
Additionally, we remain committed to our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical components, needed
resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability, security, and success, in 2019 the County
began implementing the first set of initiatives, including a Foster Care Mentoring program and expanding youth
employment programs beyond the summer. We have also supported the youth services through our Agency Partner
Grant. Over the past eight years, over $7 million has been allocated to critical programs and services in our community
through this program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth programs - anti-bullying, workforce development,
literacy, and more.
These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to.support young people
and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system. However, Section 217 of the New York State County Law still
mandates that a county maintain a jail. Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and those who provide
services to this population deserve a modern facility designed for the purpose of rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency.
The new Justice and Transition Center will provide:
greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as providing cost
•
savings;
the opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in a light-filled and safe environment that is more
•
conducive to positive behavioral change; and
the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential to
•
decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses (ex. transitional
housing).

.

.

These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resulting in annual operational savings of nearly $4.1
million. Cost-savings primarily come in the form of the reductions to required staff and increases in the inmate to
correctional officer ratio resulting from efficient design elements on the planned facility. The capital costs are an
investment in future annualized operational savings allowing us to save money and focus spending in other areas.
Additionally, ending the Justice and Transition Center project would require significant investment in the current jail
facility, specifically the 1995 and 1984 sections. Further, with $60 million already bonded for the project, over $3 million
in debt service will still need to be paid annually.

l

Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020 . The legislation significantly impacted
the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County Jail. Additionally, before the
implementation of the 2019 criminal justice reform, Dutchess County had reduced our jail population by 30 percent over
a five year period through initiatives designed to divert lower risk and/or mentally ill defendants from jail, including
building our Stabilization Center; providing Crisis Intervention Training ( CIT) to law enforcement; and utilizing a
sophisticated array of evidenced-based pretrial diversion practices as alternatives to incarceration ( ATIs). This work has
become the model for many of the counties of which you write about. Given these factors, the design of the new Justice
and Transition Center was reduced by over 200 beds.
We recognize the changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only a legal
obligation, but a moral one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing incarcerated
individuals and providing rehabilitative programming shown to reduce recidivism and improve outcomes. The Justice
and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing millions in annualized cost savings.
I appreciate your interest in this topic, and I hope I have addressed some, if not all, of your concerns.

Marcus J. Molinaro
Dutchess County Executive
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845 - 486- 2000 phone
845 -486-2021 fax
Email: countvexec (S) dutchessnv.gov

www.dutchessnv.gov

From: Paloma Wake <paloma.wake @ gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 3:19 PM
To: County Legislators <CountyLegislators@ dutchessny.gov>; countyexec <countyexec @ dutchessny.gov>
Cc: Morris, Carolyn <cmorris @ dutchessny.gov>
Subject: PUBLIC COMMENT - Stop the Jail
ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or dick on links from unknown senders or

unexpected emails:

I am writing to urge you to halt the issuing of bonds and construction of the new county jail. Now is not the time to
invest huge sums in a new jail, burden taxpayers, and divert money from other urgent priorities.
We are experiencing triple pandemics right now: COVID-19 is ravaging the bodily health of too many, mismanagement
on the Federal level has pushed us into an economic recession, and our nation's long history of police brutality is being
highlighted by protestors across the country and across our county who are being beaten and jailed for simply

expressing their first amendment rights.
Continuing to pour money into this jail is both fiscally idiotic and socially ignorant. Spend the money instead on the
schools and other actual social necessities. Think outside of punitive carceral logic which is not serving us and resource
alternatives to our broken policing and prison systems.
We the people are watching and will remember how you meet this moment,

2

Paloma Wake
Beacon Resident
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Hussing, Laura
From:

countyexec

Sent:

Thursday, July 9, 2020 3:52 PM
Serena Padilla; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
RE: Stop the $ 200 Million Jail Now!

To:
Subject:

Dear Serena,
Thank you for your email Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains
our priority. The County has heavily invested in access to mental health services with the building of the
Stabilization Center, a 24/7 walk-in facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive
crisis counseling, mental health assessments, and peer advocacy . In addition to the Stabilization Center, the
Department of Behavioral and Community Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including our call or text
service HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis Intervention Team, which can go directly into the community to aid
individuals in crisis.
The County partners with local school districts to incorporate Second Step, a social-emotional learning program
that focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem-solving, and substance-abuse
prevention - all of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have
also dedicated resources to family stability by increasing family-based foster care placements, offering parent
coaching, and providing home-visiting to high-risk families. A strong, stable, and reliable family structure
supports positive social-emotional development and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration.
Additionally, we remain committed to our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical components,
needed resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability, security, and success. In
2019 the County began implementing the first set of initiatives, including a Foster Care Mentoring program and
expanding youth employment programs beyond the summer. We have also supported the youth services
through our Agency Partner Grant. Over the past eight years, over $7 million has been allocated to critical
programs and services in our community through this program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth
programs - anti-bullying, workforce development, literacy, and more.
These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to support young
people and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system. However, Section 217 of the New York State
County Law still mandates that a county maintain a jail. Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and
those who provide services to this population deserve a modem facility designed for the purpose of
rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency. The new Justice and Transition Center will provide:
•
greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as
providing cost savings;
the opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in a light-filled and safe environment that is
•
more conducive to positive behavioral change; and
•
the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential
to decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses (ex.
transitional housing).
These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resulting in annual operational savings of nearly
$4.1 million. Cost-savings primarily come in the form of the reductions to required staff and increases in the
inmate to correctional officer ratio resulting from efficient design elements on the planned facility. The capital
costs are an investment in future annualized operational savings allowing us to save money and focus spending
in other areas. Additionally, ending the Justice and Transition Center project would require significant
investment in the current jail facility, specifically the 1995 and 1984 sections. Further, with $60 million already
bonded for the project, over $3 million in debt service will still need to be paid annually.
l

Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020. The legislation significantly
impacted the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County Jail. Additionally,
before the implementation of the 2019 criminal justice reform, Dutchess County had reduced our jail population
by 30 percent over a five year period through initiatives designed to divert lower risk and/or mentally ill
defendants from jail, including building our Stabilization Center; providing Crisis Intervention Training (CIT)
to law enforcement; and utilizing a sophisticated array of evidenced-based pretrial diversion practices as
alternatives to incarceration (ATIs). This work has become the model for many of the counties of which you
write about. Given these factors, the design of the new Justice and Transition Center was reduced by over 200
beds.
We recognize the changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only a legal
obligation, but a moral one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing
incarcerated individuals and providing rehabilitative programming shown to reduce recidivism and improve
outcomes. The Justice and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing millions in annualized
cost savings.
I appreciate your interest in this topic, and I hope I have addressed some, if not all, of your concerns.
.

Marcus J. Molinaro
Dutchess County Executive
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845-486 2000 phone
845-486 2021 fax
Email: countyexec@dutchessny.gov

-

www.dutchessny.gov

Original Message
From: Serena Padilla <smpadillal @gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 3:21 PM
To: countyexec <countyexec@dutchessny.gov>; County Legislators <CountyLegislators@dutchessny.gov>;
Morris, Carolyn <cmorris@dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Stop the $200 Million Jail Now!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.
Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:
I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for
a new jail. The jail would be the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more
than all other county capital spending combined, with bond repayment extending into the 2040s. Post-Covid,
the county's financial situation is dire—the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid
arrives, the county will need to borrow later this year to cover basic operations. Layoffs and cuts to essential
services seem inevitable.
This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities.
For example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism
2

and mental health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these services,
as well as on much-needed youth programs.

Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York's bail and discovery reform laws have
dramatically reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago, over
400). More people charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction
and mental-health diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into homeless
shelters and expand alternatives to incarceration. Dutchess County should join their ranks and reimagine public
safety.

For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July:
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of
part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.
Respectfully submitted,

Serena Padilla
Sent from my iPhone
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Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

countyexec
Thursday, July 9, 2020 3:51 PM
Michael A; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
RE: Please STOP the $200 Million jail now!

Dear Michael,

Thank you for your email. Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains our
priority. The County has heavily invested in access to mental health services with the building of the Stabilization Center,
a 24/ 7 walk-in facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive crisis counseling, mental health
assessments, and peer advocacy , in addition to the Stabilization Center, the Department of Behavioral and Community
Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including our call or text service HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis Intervention
Team, which can go directly into the community to aid individuals in crisis.
The County partners with local school districts to incorporate Second Step, a social-emotional learning program that
focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem- solving, and substance-abuse prevention ail of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have also dedicated resources
to family stability by increasing family-based foster care placements, offering parent coaching, and providing homevisiting to high-risk families. A strong, stable, and reliable family structure supports positive social-emotional
development and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration.
Additionally, we remain committed to our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical components, needed
resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability, security, and success. In 2019 the County
began implementing the first set of initiatives, including a Foster Care Mentoring program and expanding youth
employment programs beyond the summer We have also supported the youth services through our Agency Partner
Grant. Over the past eight years, over $7 million has been allocated to critical programs and services in our community
through this program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth programs - anti-bullying, workforce development,
literacy, and more.
These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to support young people
and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system. However, Section 217 of the New York State County Law still
mandates that a county maintain a jail. Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and those who provide
services to this population deserve a modern facility designed for the purpose of rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency.
The new Justice and Transition Center will provide:
greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as providing cost
•
savings;
the opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in a light-filled and safe environment that is more
•
conducive to positive behavioral change; and
the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential to
•
decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses (ex. transitional
housing).

.

These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resulting in annual operational savings of nearly $4.1
million. Cost-savings primarily come in the form of the reductions to required staff and increases in the inmate to
correctional officer ratio resulting from efficient design elements on the planned facility. The capital costs are an
investment in future annualized operational savings allowing us to save money and focus spending in other areas
Additionally, ending the Justice and Transition Center project would require significant investment in the current jail
facility, specifically the 1995 and 1984 sections, Further, with $60 million already bonded for the project, over $3 million
in debt service will still need to be paid annually.
Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020. The legislation significantly impacted
the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County Jail. Additionally, before the

.
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implementation of the 2019 criminal justice reform, Dutchess County had reduced our jail population by 30 percent over
risk and/or mentally ill defendants from jail, including
building our Stabilization Center; providing Crisis Intervention Training ( CIT) to law enforcement; and utilizing a
sophisticated array of evidenced-based pretrial diversion practices as alternatives to incarceration ( ATIs). This work has
become the model for many of the counties of which you write about. Given these factors, the design of the new Justice
and Transition Center was reduced by over 200 beds.
We recognize the changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only a legal
obligation, but a moral one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing incarcerated
individuals and providing rehabilitative programming shown to. reduce recidivism and improve outcomes The Justice
and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing millions in annualized cost savings.
I appreciate your interest in this topic, and I hope I have addressed some, if not all, of your concerns
a five year period through initiatives designed to divert lower

.

.

Marcus J. Mofinaro
Dutchess County Executive
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845-486-2000 phone
845-486-2021 fax
Email: countyexec(5> dutchessnv - gov

www.dutchessny.gov

From: Michael A <arginsky@ gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 3:29 PM
To: countyexec < countyexec @ dutchessny.gov>; County Legislators <CountyLegisiators @ dutchessny.gov>; Morris,
Carolyn <cmorris @ dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Please STOP the $200 Million jail now !
ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or

unexpected emails.
Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:

.

Iam writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for a new jail The jail
would be the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more than all other county capital spending
combined, with bond repayment extending into the 2040s. Post-Covid, the county’s financial situation is dire—the fund balance is being
quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid arrives, the county will need to borrow later this year to cover basic operations. Layoffs
and cuts to essential services seem inevitable.

This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities. For example, we know
overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism and mental health needs are also on the rise.
Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these services, as well as on much-needed youth programs

.

.

Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there New York's bail and discovery reform laws have dramatically reduced pretrial
incarceration and thus the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago, over 400) More people charged with misdemeanors are
being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction and mental-health diagnoses Other New York counties are making plans to
convert jail cells into homeless shelters and expand alternatives to incarceration Dutchess County should join their ranks and
reimagine public safety.

.

.

.

For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July:
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
2

* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of part of the current
space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.
Respectfully submitted,
Michael Arginsky
Beacon, NY
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Hussing, Laura
William Cox < cwcoxjr @ gmail.com >
Thursday, July 9, 2020 3:35 PM
CountyLegislature; Garito, Faye
Morris, Carolyn
Public Comment

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

V v.
’

"
-

'

'

.

.

'

v

unexpected emails.

-

Dear Legislators and Legislator Garito:

I have been a resident of the Town of Beekman for the past 14 years. I write today to express my sense of
what Dutchess County's priorities should be, and in support of Resolution No. 2020116.
Dutchess County does not need a new jail.

Nor do the citizens of Dutchess need more debt.

There are many better things on which to spend our taxes or to take on debt, like replacing all stoplights with
roundabouts or four-way stops, or installing a swimming pool at each high school with a swim team, or paving
the streets of Poughkeepsie or even piling the money in a dumpster and lighting it on fire.

—.

Prisons do not benefit society They are, at most, a necessary evil, and should be treated as such .

Thank you for your time and thoughtful, prudent consideration.

Best Regards,
William Cox
Poughquag, New York

i

Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Sarah Pepe < sarah.pepe22@ gmail.com >
Thursday, July 9, 2020 3:41 PM
Morris, Carolyn
County Legislators
Public comment

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
Hello,

I am writing to urge you to cancel construction of Dutchess County's new jail. As an educated
American, I know that Americans jail a disproportionate number of our population, and that a
disproportionate number of those jailed are nonwhite men. if our county wants to look ahead to a
more just future, we should be taking strides towards jailing fewer citizens, not more.
I also understand that building a new jail at this time would be unnecessary and fiscally irresponsible.
We are living in scary and financially uncertain times, and thus the compassionate thing to do would
be to use the money previously allocated to the jail to help the citizens of Dutchess County in some
way. Building a new jail will not help anyone.
I am a hardworking taxpayer, and I do not approve of my money being spent on an unnecessary
construction that goes against my carefully considered ideals Thank you for your time and attention,
and I pray that you hear the voice of your constituents .

.

Best wishes,
Sarah Pepe
Poughkeepsie Citizen
Sarah Pepe
Adjunct Instructor
English Department

l

}
i.

i

Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:

To:
Cc:
Subject:

PiaTate < ptate@ vassar.edu >
Thursday, July 9, 2020 3:46 PM
County Legislators
Morris, Carolyn
Public Comment

j\TTENTION: This email came from ah external source: Do . not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or

I am emailing to oppose Dutchess County' s building of a new jail. It feels like an unnecessary step based on the Dutchess
County community and there are far better ways to spend 200 MILLION dollars. The violent, oppressive system of mass
incarceration in the United States targets and attacks our most vulnerable communities: poor communities and
predominantly black and brown communities If you care for your citizens, invest in public education, accessible
healthcare and housing, and mental health resources. NOT prisons.

.

Thank you,
Pia Tate

1

Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

.

Sam Sauer < samueledwardo1@ gmaii com >
Thursday, July 9, 2020 3:58 PM
County Legislators
Morris, Carolyn

Public comment

ATTENTION: This email carrie from an external source, Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or
unexpected emails.

.

My name .is Sam Sauer and I grew up in Dutchess County I am now a tax-paying resident of the county
and I am beyond upset to hear about the potential plans to construct a new jail. The expense is
monumental and will fall on the backs of your citizens for no true gain. This is money we do not have
especially in a time of such uncertainty with the COVID-19 pandemic still on the rise. Investing in our
children and our resident's health and well being is more important than wasting money in punitive
measures that do not work. The vast majority of people locked up in our county pose no real threat to
their community and more likely need help with mental health or drug concerns. Funding youth
programs, mental health facilities, rehabilitation centers, and other social programming will have a
much greater pay off for all of our residents. In addition, the funding seems doubly illogical when you
look at how the number of people that are housed in the current jail has shrunk immensely in the past
few years. I implore you to listen to the people who you represent because we are not at all pleased by
this unnecessary and in many ways backwards expense Do not vote to move forward on this project. Do
not place your name on a failure of this size and consequence.

.

Thank you,
Sam Sauer

Get Outlook for iOS
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Hussing, Laura
Hussing, Laura

From:
Sent:
To:

Thursday, July 9, 2020 4:17 PM
CountyLegisIature
Public Comment

Subject:

Good afternoon,

Emmett Dienstag from Red Hook called to support resolution 2020116.
Thank you,

Senior Legislative Secretary
Dutchess County Legislature
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, New York 12601
Tel: (845) 486-2100 • Fax: (845) 486-2113

.

Email: lhussing @dutchessnv aov
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Hussing, Laura
From:

countyexec

Sent:
To:

Friday, July 10, 2020 4:43 PM
Emily; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
RE: Stop the $ 200 Million Jail Now!

Subject:

Dear Emily,

Thank you for your email. Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains
our priority. The County has heavily invested in access to mental health services with the building of the
Stabilization Center, a 24/7 walk in facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive
crisis counseling, mental health assessments, and peer advocacy. In addition to the Stabilization Center, the
Department of Behavioral and Community Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including our call or text
service HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis Intervention Team, which can go directly into the community to aid
individuals in crisis.
The County partners with local school districts to incorporate Second Step, a social-emotional learning program
that focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem-solving, and substance-abuse
prevention - all of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have
also dedicated resources to family stability by increasing family-based foster care placements, offering parent
coaching, and providing home-visiting to high risk families. A strong, stable, and reliable family structure
supports positive social-emotional development and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration.
Additionally, we remain committed to our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical components,
needed resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability, security, and success. In
2019 the County began implementing the first set of initiatives, including a Foster Care Mentoring program and
expanding youth employment programs beyond the summer. We have also supported the youth services
through our Agency Partner Grant. Over the past eight years, over $7 million has been allocated to critical
programs and services in our community through this program . Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth
programs anti-bullying, workforce development, literacy, and more.
These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to support young
people and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system. However, Section 217 of the New York State
County Law still mandates that a county maintain a jail. Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and
those who provide services to this population deserve a modem facility designed for the purpose of
rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency. The new Justice and Transition Center will provide:
greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as
•
providing cost savings;
the opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in a light-filled and safe environment that is
•
more conducive to positive behavioral change; and
the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential
•
to decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses (ex.
transitional housing).

-

-

—

These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resulting in annual operational savings of nearly
$4.1 million. Cost-savings primarily come in the fonn of the reductions to required staff and increases in the
inmate to correctional officer ratio resulting from efficient design elements on the planned facility. The capital
costs are an investment in future annualized operational savings allowing us to save money and focus spending
in other areas. Additionally, ending the Justice and Transition Center project would require significant
investment in the current jail facility, specifically the 1995 and 1984 sections. Further, with $60 million already
bonded for the project, over $3 million in debt service will still need to be paid annually.
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Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020. The legislation significantly
impacted the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County Jail , Additionally,
before the implementation of the 2019 criminal justice reform, Dutchess County had reduced our jail population
by 30 percent over a five year period through initiatives designed to divert lower risk and/or mentally ill
defendants from jail, including building our Stabilization Center; providing Crisis Intervention Training (CIT)
to law enforcement; and utilizing a sophisticated array of evidenced-based pretrial diversion practices as
alternatives to incarceration (ATIs). This work has become the model for many of the counties of which you
write about. Given these factors, the design of the new Justice and Transition Center was reduced by over 200
beds.
We recognize the changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only a legal
obligation, but a moral one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing
incarcerated individuals and providing rehabilitative programming shown to reduce recidivism and improve
outcomes. The Justice and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing millions in annualized
cost savings.
I appreciate your interest in this topic, and I hope I have addressed some, if not all, of your concerns .

Marcus J. Molinaro
Dutchess County Executive
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845-486-2000 phone
845-486-2021 fax
Email: countyexec@dutchessny.gov

www.dutchessny.gov

Original Message
From: Emily <emilyjr@gtnail. com>
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 4:23 PM
To: countyexec <countyexec@dutchessny.gov>; County Legislators <CountyLegislators@dutchessny.gov>;
Morris, Carolyn <cmorris@dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Stop the $200 Million Jail Now!

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:
I am writing as a taxpayer and voter residing in Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for
a new jail. The jail would be the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more
than all other county capital spending combined, with bond repayment extending into the 2040s. Post-Covid,
the county's financial situation is dire— the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid
arrives, the county will need to borrow later this year to cover basic operations. Layoffs and cuts to essential
services seem inevitable.
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This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities.
For example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism
and mental health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these services,
as well as on much-needed youth programs.

Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York's bail and discovery reform laws have
dramatically reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago, over
400). More people charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community based treatment for addiction
and mental-health diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into homeless
shelters and expand alternatives to incarceration. Dutchess Comity should join their ranks and reimagine public
safety.

-

For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July:
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of
part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.

Respectfully submitted,

Emily Joslin-Roher
Beacon, NY
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Hussing, Laura
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

countyexec

Friday, July 10, 2020 4:42 PM
Yahli Felixbrodt; County Legislators; Morris, Carolyn
RE: Stop the $ 200 Million Jail Now!

Dear Yahli,
Thank you for your email. Addressing the mental health and social problems that drive incarceration remains
our priority. The County has heavily invested in access to mental health services with the building of the
Stabilization Center, a 24/7 walk-in facility providing a single point of access where individuals can receive
crisis counseling, mental health assessments, and peer advocacy. In addition to the Stabilization Center, the
Department of Behavioral and Community Health operates other 24/7 crisis services including our call or text
seivice HELPLINE and our Mobile Crisis Intervention Team, which can go directly into the community to aid
individuals in crisis.
The County partners with local school districts to incoiporate Second Step, a social-emotional learning program
that focuses on empathy and communication skills, bullying prevention, problem-solving, and substance-abuse
prevention - all of which are protective factors against future criminal justice system involvement. We have
also dedicated resources to family stability by increasing family-based foster care placements, offering parent
coaching, and providing home-visiting to high-risk families. A strong, stable, and reliable family structure
supports positive social-emotional development and can reduce the likelihood of future incarceration.
Additionally, we remain committed to our Path to Promise initiative, which identifies the critical components,
needed resources, and effective programs to start our children on a path to stability, security, and success. In
2019 the County began implementing the first set of initiatives, including a Foster Care Mentoring program and
expanding youth employment programs beyond the summer. We have also supported the youth services
through our Agency Partner Grant. Over the past eight years, over $7 million has been allocated to critical
programs and services in our community through this program. Nearly 75 percent of the funding goes to youth
programs - anti-bullying, workforce development, literacy, and more.
These are only some of the important initiatives, resources, and programs we have invested in to support young
people and reduce the reliance on the criminal justice system. However, Section 217 of the New York State
County Law still mandates that a county maintain a jail. Further, we believe that those who are incarcerated and
those who provide services to this population deserve a modem facility designed for the purpose of
rehabilitation, safety, and efficiency. The new Justice and Transition Center will provide:
greater staffing efficiency and productivity, enhancing overall functionality and safety as well as
•
providing cost savings;
the opportunity to deliver more and better programming, in a light-filled and safe environment that is
•
more conducive to positive behavioral change; and
•
the flexibility of design to accommodate the potential for fluctuating population size, with the potential
to decommission areas or units, as needed, and the ability to repurpose designated areas for other uses (ex.
transitional housing).
These benefits have considerable positive financial impacts, resulting in annual operational savings of nearly
$4.1 million. Cost-savings primarily come in the form of the reductions to required staff and increases in the
inmate to correctional officer ratio resulting from efficient design elements on the planned facility. The capital
costs are an investment in future annualized operational savings allowing us to save money and focus spending
in other areas. Additionally, ending the Justice and Transition Center project would require significant
investment in the current jail facility, specifically the 1995 and 1984 sections. Further, with $60 million already
bonded for the project, over $3 million in debt service will still need to be paid annually.
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Bail reform was signed into law in 2019 and went into effect on January 1, 2020. The legislation significantly
impacted the size and composition of the population served within the Dutchess County Jail. Additionally,
before the implementation of the 2019 criminal justice reform, Dutchess County had reduced our jail population
by 30 percent over a five year period through initiatives designed to divert lower risk and/or mentally ill
defendants from jail, including building our Stabilization Center; providing Crisis Intervention Training (CIT)
to law enforcement; and utilizing a sophisticated array of evidenced-based pretrial diversion practices as
alternatives to incarceration (ATIs). This work has become the model for many of the counties of which you
write about. Given these factors, the design of the new Justice and Transition Center was reduced by over 200
beds .
We recognize the changing dimensions of our criminal justice system, but we continue to have not only a legal
obligation, but a moral one as well, to provide a safe, efficient, and effective facility capable of housing
incarcerated individuals and providing rehabilitative programming shown to reduce recidivism and improve
outcomes. The Justice and Transition Center will meet these needs while also providing millions in annualized
cost savings.
I appreciate your interest in this topic, and I hope I have addressed some, if not all, of your concerns.

Marcus J. Molinaro
Dutchess County Executive
22 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845-486-2000 phone
845-486-2021 fax
Email: countyexec@dutchessny.gov

www.dutchessny.gov

Original Message
From: Yahli Felixbrodt <yahneonrainbow@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2020 4:29 PM
To: countyexec <countyexec@dutchessny.gov>; County Legislators <CountyLegislators@dutchessny.gov>;
Morris, Carolyn <cmonis@dutchessny.gov>
Subject: Stop the $ 200 Million Jail Now!
ATTENTION; This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from
unknown senders or unexpected emails.
Dear Dutchess County Legislators and County Executive Molinaro:

I am writing as a minor residing in Dutchess County to call for the Legislature to drop its plans for a new jail.
The jail would be the most expensive capital project the County has ever undertaken, costing more than all
other county capital spending combined, with bond repayment extending into the 2040s. Post-Covid, the
county's financial situation is dire the fund balance is being quickly depleted, and unless direct federal aid
arrives, the county will need to borrow later this year to cover basic operations. Layoffs and cuts to essential
services seem inevitable.

—
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i.

This is the worst possible time to invest huge sums in a new jail and divert money from other urgent priorities.
For example, we know overdose deaths are spiking sharply amid the Covid-19 pandemic, and that alcoholism
and mental health needs are also on the rise. Yet, the current budget has reduced in spending on these services,
as well as on much-needed youth programs.

Moreover, the need for a new jail is no longer there. New York's bail and discovery reform laws have
dramatically reduced pretrial incarceration and thus the jail population (around 130 now; two years ago, over
400). More people charged with misdemeanors are being diverted to community-based treatment for addiction
and mental-health diagnoses. Other New York counties are making plans to convert jail cells into homeless
shelters and expand alternatives to incarceration . Dutchess County should join their ranks and reimagine public
safety.

For these reasons, we support the resolutions the Democratic caucus has submitted for consideration in July:
* rescind the remaining portion of the legislature's 2017 bond appropriation for jail construction
* recommend a commission to research alternatives to construction of the proposed jail, including renovation of
part of the current space, jail-sharing with other counties, or other possibilities.
Respectfully submitted,
Yahli Felixbrodt
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