
REGULAR MEETING 

OF THE 

DUTCHESS COUNTY LEGISLATURE 

Monday, June 8, 2026, 6:30 p.m. 

The Chair of the Legislature called the meeting to order at 6:32 p.m. 

PRESENT: 22         ALEXANDER, ARNOFF, ATKINS, CASWELL, DARROW, DRAGO 
FAUST, GILES, HOUSE, KAUL, KEARNEY, LAWLER, MCHOUL, 
MUNN, POLASEK, RHODES, ROLISON, SHAH, TRESCA, VALDÉS 
SMITH, WINSBY 

ABSENT: 2 ​ ​ BRENDLI, JOHNSON           

PRESENT/LATE: 1​ METZGER 

QUORUM PRESENT 

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag, Invocation by Pastor Dan Levine of Fishkill United 
Methodist Church, followed by a moment of silent meditation 

PROCLAMATIONS 

Proclamation recognizing Pride Month, presented by Legislator Drago and Majority Leader 
Atkins.  

Proclamation recognizing Gun Violence Awareness Month, presented by Legislator Kaul. 

Special Commendation recognizing Office for the Aging Volunteers Grace and Michael Martin 
and George Popp, presented by Legislature Chair Valdes Smith. 

PRESENTATIONS 

Destination Dutchess presentation by Melaine Rottkamp, President & CEO, Destination 
Dutchess ​

Rev250 presentation by Bill Jeffway, Executive Director, Dutchess County Historical Society 

Privilege of the Floor with respect to printed agenda items 

Laura Murphy of Poughkeepsie spoke in favor of Resolution 94 and the importance of investing 
in DCC faculty. 



Dana Gavin of Poughkeepsie spoke in favor of Resolution 94. 

Hon. Daniel Atonna, City of Poughkeepsie Councilman Ward 8, spoke in favor of Resolution 94 
and the importance of investing in DCC faculty. 

Rosemary of Poughkeepsie spoke on Resolution 100 and the need for fare-free busing in 
Dutchess. 

Thea Burgess of Rhinebeck spoke in favor of fare-free buses in Dutchess and spoke in favor of 
Resolution 94. 

  

Approval of Prior Meeting Minutes 

May 11, 2026 Meeting 

Moved by Majority Leader Atkins, seconded by Assistant Majority Leader Munn.  

The Legislature unanimously approved the foregoing minutes, with Legislators Brendli and 
Johnson absent. 

 

Reports 

Legislator Arnoff reported on the upcoming LAP training for elected officials and will provide 
further updates on scheduling in the future. 

Legislator McHoul reported on the annual Senior Picnic at Geering Park and thanked the OFA 
volunteers and OFA director Todd Tancredi. He further reported the Town of Fishkill’s 250 
Celebration at Heritage Financial Park was a tremendous success and thanked Legislators 
Caswell and Rhodes and Chair Valdes Smith for presenting a Proclamation from the Legislature 
at the event. He remarked on the Memorial Day observances in Fishkill and the annual Fishkill 
Block Party. He further reported on the actions of an individual who made a Nazi salute at the 
block party and condemned the actions of hate and intolerance, and announced the planning of a 
Shabbat dinner at Fishkill Village Hall in the future as an act of solidarity and will share those 
details in the future. 

Legislator Drago invited everyone to a ribbon cutting and demonstration at the live-fire training 
facility on June 20. 

 

 

 

 



Attendance Sheets
District Last Name Present Absent Present/Late

District 25 - Amenia, Washington, Pleasant Valley & Millbrook Alexander

District 2 - LaGrange, Pleasant Valley & Town of Poughkeepsie Arnoff

District 9 - City of Poughkeepsie Atkins

District 8 - City and Town of Poughkeepsie Brendli

District 21 - East Fishkill Caswell

District 7 - Hyde Park and Pleasant Valley Darrow

District 19 - North East, Stanford, Pine Plains, Milan & Red Hook Drago

District 15 - Wappinger Faust

District 13 - East Fishkill and Wappinger Giles

District 24 -  Dover and Pawling House

District 10 - City of Poughkeepsie Johnson

District 6 - Town of Poughkeepsie Kaul

District 11 - Clinton, Pleasant Valley, and Rhinebeck Kearney

District 4 - Hyde Park and Town of Poughkeepsie Lawler

District 17 - Town and Village of Fishkill McHoul

District 12 - East Fishkill Metzger

District 20 - Red Hook, Tivoli, and Rhinebeck Munn

District 3 - LaGrange Polasek

District 1 - Town of Poughkeepsie Redl

District 18 - City of Beacon and Fishkill Rhodes

District 23 - Pawling, Beekman and East Fishkill Rolison

District 5 - Town of Poughkeepsie Shah

District 22 - Beekman and Union Vale Tresca

District 16 - Fishkill and Beacon Valdés Smith

District 14 - Wappinger and Town of Poughkeepsie Winsby

Absent:  ____ 
Vacant:  ____

 Total:Present:  ____

Date: 6/8/26
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WHEREAS, gun violence is a public health crisis that claims the lives of over 40,000 Americans each 
year, inflicting trauma on families and communities and disproportionately impacting communities of 
color; and  

WHEREAS, 17 veterans die by suicide using firearms each day; and 

WHEREAS, each June communities throughout the United States observe Gun Violence Awareness 
Month, joining the nationwide “Wear Orange” movement launched by friends of Hadiya Pendleton, 
a young victim of gun violence, to honor all the lives lost and the survivors of gun violence; and 

WHEREAS, evidence-based strategies such as community violence intervention programs, secure 
firearm storage initiatives, crisis intervention services, removal of illegal guns, mental health services, 
and expanded background checks have been shown to reduce gun violence and save lives; 

WHEREAS, the SNUG Street Outreach program works within our community using a public-health 
approach to interrupt cycles of violence, mediate conflicts before they turn deadly, mentor at-risk 
youth, and connect individuals and families to vital services; and 

WHEREAS, groups like Moms Demand Action for Gun Sense in America raise awareness, support 
survivors, promote responsible gun ownership and secure storage, and advance community education 
aimed at protecting our children and neighbors; and 

WHEREAS, the combined efforts of these and other advocacy groups, law enforcement, health 
professionals, faith leaders, educators, and engaged residents reflect our shared commitment to 
building a county where every person can live free from the fear of gun violence; and 

WHEREAS, raising awareness, improving mental health services, passing legislation, and uplifting 
the organizations working toward prevention strengthen our collective ability to keep our 
communities safe; 

Now, therefore, the Dutchess County Legislature proclaims June as Gun Violence Awareness 
Month and affirms its commitment to ending gun violence and keeping our communities safe. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WHEREAS, Pride Month is celebrated each June in recognition of the 1969 Stonewall Uprising and 
to honor LGBTQAI+ individuals; and 
 
WHEREAS, Dutchess County is home to several vibrant Pride celebrations and organizations that 
uplift visibility, safety, and inclusion, including the Dutchess County Pride Center, which provides 
support groups, youth summer programs, trans and nonbinary support, parent education, school 
outreach, cultural events, and advocacy that affirms the rights and dignity of LGBTQAI+ residents; 
and 
 
WHEREAS,  Poughkeepsie Pride, launched in 2018 by the leaders of the Dutchess Pride Center, is a 
much-anticipated public celebration, held annually on the second Saturday in June; and 
 
WHEREAS, Beacon Pride, established in 2021, is a free and inclusive celebration organized by the 
Queer Family Network; and 
 
WHEREAS, Stanford Pride, launched in 2022, is a multigenerational event featuring music, food, 
family programming, and community; and 
 
WHEREAS, Red Hook Pride, established in 2023, rotates its annual celebration between Red Hook 
and Rhinebeck and offers year-round LGBTQAI+ programming; and 
 
WHEREAS, these Pride celebrations and organizations exemplify Dutchess County’s commitment to 
dignity, safety, and equity for all, and provide affirming spaces for LGBTQAI+ individuals and 
families; and 
 
WHEREAS, Dutchess County reaffirms its support for LGBTQAI+ residents, condemns hate and 
discrimination in all forms, and pledges to foster welcoming, inclusive communities; now, therefore, 
be it 
 
RESOLVED, that the Dutchess County Legislature hereby recognizes the month of June 2026 as Pride 
Month in Dutchess County; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that the Dutchess County Legislature hereby commends all the event organizers and 
community leaders for their vital contributions to inclusion, empowerment, and the celebration of 
LGBTQAI+ life and culture; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that these Pride events and organizations will continue to grow, flourish, and foster 
safety, visibility, and belonging throughout Dutchess County. 



Consent Agenda 

The Clerk of the Legislature read the consent agenda: 

2026076 A Resolution Authorizing Construction Management Services for the Dutchess 
Community College Campus Transformation Project, in and for the County of Dutchess, 
New York, at a Maximum Estimated Cost of $4,731,679, and Authorizing the Issuance of 
$2,365,840 Bonds of Said County to Pay a Portion of the Cost Thereof 

2026077 A Resolution Authorizing Design Costs for the Campus Transformation Project 
for the Dutchess Community College, in and for the County of Dutchess, New York, at a 
Maximum Estimated Cost of $8,707,356, and Authorizing the Issuance of $4,353,678 
Bonds of Said County to Pay a Portion the Cost Thereof 

2026093 Establishing Standard Workday for Elected and Appointed Officials Effective 
January 2026 

2026094 Setting Public Hearing for Dutchess Community College Budget 

2026099 Amending the 2026 Adopted County Budget as It Pertains to Capital Project 
H0593 Americans with Disabilities Act Improvements Along South Maple and North 
Maple Avenues (County Route 62) in the Village of Millerton 

2026101 Establishing a Public Hearing Pursuant to Agriculture and Market Law Section 
303-b, to Consider Recommendations of the Agriculture and Farmland Protection Board 
to Consider Requests That Property Owners Be Included Within Dutchess County 
Certified Agricultural Distri?? 21 

2026102 Reappointments to the Dutchess County Environmental Management Council 

2026106 Confirming Appointment of David C. Whalen as Acting Commissioner of the 
Department of Public Works 

2026107 Authorizing Additional Access Roads on County Road 40A, Saint Andrews 
Road, Hyde Park 

Moved by Majority Leader Atkins, seconded by Assistant Majority Leader Munn. 

A vote was called, and the consent agenda was adopted unanimously, with Legislators Brendli 
and Johnson absent. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



BUDGET, FINANCE & PERSONNEL 

  

RESOLUTION NO. 2026076 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT 
SERVICES FOR THE DUTCHESS COMMUNITY COLLEGE CAMPUS 
TRANSFORMATION PROJECT, IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF DUTCHESS, 
NEW YORK, AT A MAXIMUM ESTIMATED COST OF $4,731,679, AND 
AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $2,365,840 BONDS OF SAID COUNTY 
TO PAY A PORTION OF THE COST THEREOF. 

Legislators VALDÉS SMITH, ATKINS, MUNN, POLASEK, METZGER, ARNOFF, 

BRENDLI, CASWELL, DARROW, DRAGO, FAUST, GILES, HOUSE, LAWLER, MCHOUL, 

REDL, TRESCA and WINSBY offer the following and move its adoption: 

WHEREAS, the capital project hereinafter described, as proposed, has been determined to 

be a Type II Action pursuant to the regulations of the New York State Department of 

Environmental Conservation promulgated pursuant to the State Environmental Quality Review 

Act, which regulations state that Type II Actions will not have a significant impact on the 

environment; and 

WHEREAS, it is now desired to authorize the financing of such capital project, NOW, 

THEREFORE, 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the County Legislature of the County of Dutchess, New York, as 

follows: 

Section 1. Construction Management Services, including design related services for 

the Dutchess Community College Campus Transformation Project, in and for said County, 

including incidental expenses, are hereby authorized at a maximum estimated cost of $4,731,679. 

Section 2. It is hereby determined that the plan for the financing of said specific object 

or purpose is as follows: 

a. by the issuance of $2,365,840 bonds of said County hereby authorized to be issued 
therefor pursuant to the provisions of the Local Finance Law; and 
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b. by the application of $2,365,839 State grants-in-aid monies, which monies are 
hereby authorized to be expended therefor. 

Section 3. It is hereby determined that the period of probable usefulness of the 

aforesaid specific object or purpose is five years, pursuant to subdivision 62 (2nd) of paragraph (a) 

of Section 11.00 of the Local Finance Law. 

Section 4. Subject to the provisions of the Local Finance Law, the power to authorize 

the issuance of and to sell bond anticipation notes in anticipation of the issuance and sale of the 

bonds herein authorized, including renewals of such notes, is hereby delegated to the 

Commissioner of Finance, the chief fiscal officer.  Such notes shall be of such terms, form and 

contents, and shall be sold in such manner, as may be prescribed by said Commissioner of Finance, 

consistent with the provisions of the Local Finance Law. 

Section 5. All other matters except as provided herein relating to the serial bonds 

herein authorized including the date, denominations, maturities and interest payment dates, within 

the limitations prescribed herein and the manner of execution of the same, including the 

consolidation with other issues, and also the ability to issue serial bonds with substantially level 

or declining annual debt service, shall be determined by the Commissioner of Finance, the chief 

fiscal officer of such County.  Such bonds shall contain substantially the recital of validity clause 

provided for in Section 52.00 of the Local Finance Law, and shall otherwise be in such form and 

contain such recitals, in addition to those required by Section 51.00 of the Local Finance Law, as 

the Commissioner of Finance shall determine consistent with the provisions of the Local Finance 

Law. 

Section 6. The faith and credit of said County of Dutchess, New York, are hereby 

irrevocable pledged for the payment of the principal of and interest on such bonds as the same 

respectively become due and payable. An annual appropriation shall be made in each year 
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sufficient to pay the principal of and interest on such bonds becoming due and payable in such 

year.  There shall annually be levied on all the taxable real property of said County, a tax sufficient 

to pay the principal of and interest on such bonds as the same become due and payable. 

Section 7. The validity of such bonds and bond anticipation notes may be contested 

only if: 

1) Such obligations are authorized for an object or purpose for which said County is 

not authorized to expend money, or 

2) The provisions of law which should be complied with at the date of publication of 

this resolution are not substantially complied with, and an action, suit or 

proceeding contesting such validity is commenced within twenty days after the 

date of such publication, or 

3) Such obligations are authorized in violation of the provisions of the Constitution. 

Section 8. This resolution shall constitute a statement of official intent for purposes of 

Treasury Regulations Section 1.150-2.  Other than as specified in this resolution, no monies are, 

or are reasonably expected to be, reserved, allocated on a long-term basis, or otherwise set aside 

with respect to the permanent funding of the object or purpose described herein. 

Section 9. This resolution, which takes effect immediately, shall be published in 

summary form in The Poughkeepsie Journal and the Southern Dutchess News, the official 

newspapers of such County, together with a notice of the Clerk of the County Legislature in 

substantially the form provided in Section 81.00 of the Local Finance Law. 

CA-039-26; CEB/rjw; G-0145-B; 03/19/26; Fiscal Impact: See Attached. 





 

  

CERTIFICATION FORM 

STATE OF NEW YORK ) 
 ) ss.: 

COUNTY OF DUTCHESS ) 

I, the undersigned Clerk of the County Legislature of the County of Dutchess, New York (the “Issuer”), 

DO HEREBY CERTIFY: 

That I have compared the annexed extract of the minutes of the meeting of the County Legislature of 

said County, including the resolution contained therein, held on June 8, 2026, with the original thereof on file 

in my office, and that the same is a true and correct transcript therefrom and of the whole of said original so far 

as the same relates to the subject matters therein referred to. 

I FURTHER CERTIFY that said County Legislature consists of 25 members; that the vote on the 

foregoing resolution was _________ ayes and _________ noes, with _________ members being absent or 

abstaining from voting. 

I FURTHER CERTIFY that the foregoing resolution as adopted by said County Legislature was duly 

approved by the County Executive of said County on June ____, 2026, in accordance with the provisions of 

Section 3.02 of the Dutchess County Charter. 

I FURTHER certify that all members of said Legislature had due notice of said meeting, and that, 

pursuant to Section 103 of the Public Officers Law (Open Meetings Law), said meeting was open to the general 

public, and that I duly caused a public notice of the time and place of said meeting to be given to the following 

newspapers and/or other news media as follows: 

 Newspaper and/or other news media Date given 

and that I further duly caused public notice of the time and place of said meeting to be conspicuously posted in 

the following designated public location(s) on the following dates: 
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 Designated Location(s) 
 of posted notice Date of Posting  

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of the County Legislature 

this June ____, 2026. 

______________________________________ 
Clerk, County Legislature 

(CORPORATE SEAL) 
 



 

  

LEGAL NOTICE OF ESTOPPEL 

The following entitled bond resolution, a summary of which is published herewith, has been 
adopted on June 8, 2026, and the validity of the obligations authorized by such resolution may be 
hereafter contested only if such obligations were authorized for an object or purpose for which the 
County of Dutchess, New York, is not authorized to expend money, or if the provisions of law which 
should have been complied with as of the date of publication of this notice were not substantially 
complied with, and an action, suit or proceeding contesting such validity is commenced within twenty 
days after the date of publication of this notice, or such obligations were authorized in violation of the 
provisions of the Constitution. 

A complete copy of the resolution summarized herewith is each available for public inspection 
during regular business hours at the Office of the Clerk of the Legislature for a period of twenty days 
from the date of publication of this Notice. 

Dated: Poughkeepsie, New York, 

June ____, 2026. 

                    /s/Julie Shiroishi  
Clerk, County Legislature 

RESOLUTION NO. 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT 
SERVICES FOR THE DUTCHESS COMMUNITY COLLEGE CAMPUS 
TRANSFORMATION PROJECT, IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF DUTCHESS, 
NEW YORK, AT A MAXIMUM ESTIMATED COST OF $4,731,679, AND 
AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $2,365,840 BONDS OF SAID COUNTY 
TO PAY A PORTION OF THE COST THEREOF. 

Specific object or purpose: Construction Management Services Building 

Period of probable usefulness: 5 years 

Maximum estimated cost: $4,731,679 

Amount of bonds to be issued: $2,365,840 bonds 

Other monies: $2,365,839 State grants-in-aid 

SEQRA status: Type II Action 

















BUDGET, FINANCE & PERSONNEL 

  

RESOLUTION NO. 2026077 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING DESIGN COSTS FOR THE CAMPUS 
TRANSFORMATION PROJECT FOR THE DUTCHESS COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE, IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF DUTCHESS, NEW YORK, AT A 
MAXIMUM ESTIMATED COST OF $8,707,356, AND AUTHORIZING THE 
ISSUANCE OF $4,353,678 BONDS OF SAID COUNTY TO PAY A PORTION 
OF THE COST THEREOF. 

Legislators VALDÉS SMITH, ATKINS, MUNN, POLASEK, METZGER, ARNOFF, 

BRENDLI, CASWELL, DARROW, DRAGO, FAUST, GILES, HOUSE, LAWLER, MCHOUL, 

REDL, TRESCA and WINSBY offer the following and move its adoption: 

WHEREAS, the capital project hereinafter described, as proposed, has been determined to 

be a Type II Action pursuant to the regulations of the New York State Department of 

Environmental Conservation promulgated pursuant to the State Environmental Quality Review 

Act, which regulations state that Type II Actions will not have a significant impact on the 

environment; and 

WHEREAS, it is now desired to authorize the financing of such capital project, NOW, 

THEREFORE, 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the County Legislature of the County of Dutchess, New York, as 

follows: 

Section 1. Design costs for the Campus Transformation Project for the Dutchess 

Community College, in and for said County, including incidental expenses in connection 

therewith, are hereby authorized at a maximum estimated cost of $8,707,356. 

Section 2. It is hereby determined that the plan for the financing of said specific object 

or purpose is as follows: 

a. by the issuance of $4,353,678 bonds of said County hereby authorized to be issued 
therefor pursuant to the provisions of the Local Finance Law; and 
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b. by the application of $4,353,678 State grants-in-aid monies, which monies are 
hereby authorized to be expended therefor. 

Section 3. It is hereby determined that the period of probable usefulness of the 

aforesaid specific object or purpose is five years, pursuant to subdivision 62 (2nd) of paragraph (a) 

of Section 11.00 of the Local Finance Law. 

Section 4. Subject to the provisions of the Local Finance Law, the power to authorize 

the issuance of and to sell bond anticipation notes in anticipation of the issuance and sale of the 

bonds herein authorized, including renewals of such notes, is hereby delegated to the 

Commissioner of Finance, the chief fiscal officer.  Such notes shall be of such terms, form and 

contents, and shall be sold in such manner, as may be prescribed by said Commissioner of Finance, 

consistent with the provisions of the Local Finance Law. 

Section 5. All other matters except as provided herein relating to the serial bonds 

herein authorized including the date, denominations, maturities and interest payment dates, within 

the limitations prescribed herein and the manner of execution of the same, including the 

consolidation with other issues, and also the ability to issue serial bonds with substantially level 

or declining annual debt service, shall be determined by the Commissioner of Finance, the chief 

fiscal officer of such County.  Such bonds shall contain substantially the recital of validity clause 

provided for in Section 52.00 of the Local Finance Law, and shall otherwise be in such form and 

contain such recitals, in addition to those required by Section 51.00 of the Local Finance Law, as 

the Commissioner of Finance shall determine consistent with the provisions of the Local Finance 

Law. 

Section 6. The faith and credit of said County of Dutchess, New York, are hereby 

irrevocable pledged for the payment of the principal of and interest on such bonds as the same 

respectively become due and payable. An annual appropriation shall be made in each year 



 

-3- 
  

sufficient to pay the principal of and interest on such bonds becoming due and payable in such 

year.  There shall annually be levied on all the taxable real property of said County, a tax sufficient 

to pay the principal of and interest on such bonds as the same become due and payable. 

Section 7. The validity of such bonds and bond anticipation notes may be contested 

only if: 

1) Such obligations are authorized for an object or purpose for which said County is 

not authorized to expend money, or 

2) The provisions of law which should be complied with at the date of publication of 

this resolution are not substantially complied with, and an action, suit or 

proceeding contesting such validity is commenced within twenty days after the 

date of such publication, or 

3) Such obligations are authorized in violation of the provisions of the Constitution. 

Section 8. This resolution shall constitute a statement of official intent for purposes of 

Treasury Regulations Section 1.150-2.  Other than as specified in this resolution, no monies are, 

or are reasonably expected to be, reserved, allocated on a long-term basis, or otherwise set aside 

with respect to the permanent funding of the object or purpose described herein. 

Section 9. This resolution, which takes effect immediately, shall be published in 

summary form in The Poughkeepsie Journal and the Southern Dutchess News, the official 

newspapers of such County, together with a notice of the Clerk of the County Legislature in 

substantially the form provided in Section 81.00 of the Local Finance Law. 

CA-038-26; CEB/rjw; G-0145-B; 03/19/26; Fiscal Impact: See Attached. 





 

  

CERTIFICATION FORM 

STATE OF NEW YORK ) 
 ) ss.: 

COUNTY OF DUTCHESS ) 

I, the undersigned Clerk of the County Legislature of the County of Dutchess, New York (the “Issuer”), 

DO HEREBY CERTIFY: 

That I have compared the annexed extract of the minutes of the meeting of the County Legislature of 

said County, including the resolution contained therein, held on June 8, 2026, with the original thereof on file 

in my office, and that the same is a true and correct transcript therefrom and of the whole of said original so far 

as the same relates to the subject matters therein referred to. 

I FURTHER CERTIFY that said County Legislature consists of 25 members; that the vote on the 

foregoing resolution was _________ ayes and _________ noes, with _________ members being absent or 

abstaining from voting. 

I FURTHER CERTIFY that the foregoing resolution as adopted by said County Legislature was duly 

approved by the County Executive of said County on June ____, 2026, in accordance with the provisions of 

Section 3.02 of the Dutchess County Charter. 

I FURTHER certify that all members of said Legislature had due notice of said meeting, and that, 

pursuant to Section 103 of the Public Officers Law (Open Meetings Law), said meeting was open to the general 

public, and that I duly caused a public notice of the time and place of said meeting to be given to the following 

newspapers and/or other news media as follows: 

 Newspaper and/or other news media Date given 

and that I further duly caused public notice of the time and place of said meeting to be conspicuously posted in 

the following designated public location(s) on the following dates: 
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 Designated Location(s) 
 of posted notice Date of Posting  

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of the County Legislature 

this _____ day of June, 2026. 

______________________________________ 
Clerk, County Legislature 

(CORPORATE SEAL) 
 



 

  

LEGAL NOTICE OF ESTOPPEL 

The following entitled bond resolution, a summary of which is published herewith, has been 
adopted on June 8, 2026, and the validity of the obligations authorized by such resolution may be 
hereafter contested only if such obligations were authorized for an object or purpose for which the 
County of Dutchess, New York, is not authorized to expend money, or if the provisions of law which 
should have been complied with as of the date of publication of this notice were not substantially 
complied with, and an action, suit or proceeding contesting such validity is commenced within twenty 
days after the date of publication of this notice, or such obligations were authorized in violation of the 
provisions of the Constitution. 

A complete copy of the resolution summarized herewith is each available for public inspection 
during regular business hours at the Office of the Clerk of the Legislature for a period of twenty days 
from the date of publication of this Notice. 

Dated: Poughkeepsie, New York, 

June ___, 2026. 

                    /s/Julie Shiroishi  
Clerk, County Legislature 

RESOLUTION NO. 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING DESIGN COSTS FOR THE CAMPUS 
TRANSFORMATION PROJECT FOR THE DUTCHESS COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE, IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF DUTCHESS, NEW YORK, AT A 
MAXIMUM ESTIMATED COST OF $8,707,356, AND AUTHORIZING THE 
ISSUANCE OF $4,353,678 BONDS OF SAID COUNTY TO PAY A PORTION 
OF THE COST THEREOF. 

Specific object or purpose: Design costs for the DCC transformation 
project 

Period of probable usefulness: 5 years 

Maximum estimated cost: $8,707,356 

Amount of bonds to be issued: $4,353,678 bonds 

Other monies: $4,353,678 State grants-in-aid 

SEQRA status: Type II Action 



















TERM APPOINTMENTS OF ELECTED AND APPOINTED OFFICIALS
EMPLOYEE TITLE TERM HOURS IN DAYS/MONTH NOT PAY

 WORKDAY (BASED ON ROA) SUBMITTED FREQUENCY
Arnoff, Emma Legislator 1/1/2026-12/31/2026 6 4.83 Monthly
Atkins, Barrington Majority Leader 1/1/2026-12/31/2026 6 X Monthly
Brendli, Craig Legislator 1/1/2026-12/31/2026 6 4.75 Monthly
Caswell, Stephen Leigslator 1/1/2026-12/31/2026 6 13.81 Monthly
Darrow, Lew Legislator 1/1/2026-12/31/2026 6 3.61 Monthly
Drago, Chris Legislator 1/1/2026-12/31/2026 6 15.6 Monthly
Giles, Kevin Legislator 1/1/2026-12/31/2026 6 4 Monthly
House, Andrew Legislator 1/1/2026-12/31/2026 6 X Monthly
Kearney, Brennan Legislator 1/1/2026-12/31/2026 6 X Monthly
Johnson, Randall Legislator 1/1/2026-12/31/2026 6 X Monthly
Lawler, Brendan Legislator 1/1/2026-12/31/2026 6 X Monthly
McHoul, Douglas A.A. Legislator 1/1/2026-12/31/2026 6 9.39 Monthly
Metzger, John Minority Whip 1/1/2026-12/31/2026 6 X Monthly
Munn, Kristofer Majority Whip 1/1/2026-12/31/2026 6 X Monthly
Polasek, Michael Minority Leader 1/1/2026-12/31/2026 6 17.68 Monthly
Redl, Trevor Legislator 1/1/2026-12/31/2026 6 7.47 Monthly
Rhodes, Molly Legislator 1/1/2026-12/31/2026 6 4.72 Monthly
Rolison, Chris Legislator 1/1/2026-12/31/2026 6 X Monthly
Shah, Anna Legislator 1/1/2026-12/31/2026 6 13.61 Monthly
Tresca, Joseph Legislator 1/1/2026-12/31/2026 6 3.36 Monthly
Valdes Smith, Yvette Chair 1/1/2026-12/31/2026 6 17.67 Monthly
Winsby, Alix Legislator 1/1/2026-12/31/2026 6 4.61 Monthly



BUDGET, FINANCE & PERSONNEL 

RESOLUTION NO. 2026094 

RE: SETTING PUBLIC HEARING FOR DUTCHESS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
BUDGET 

Legislators VALDES SMITH, ATKINS, MUNN, POLASEK, METZGER, 
ALEXANDER, BRENDLI, DRAGO, LAWLER, REDL, RHODES, SHAH and WINSBY offer 
the following and move its adoption: 

WHEREAS, Dutchess Community College will file with the Dutchess County 
Legislature a Tentative Budget by July 1, 2026, for the academic year commencing September 1, 
2026, now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, that a Public Hearing on said Budget, as provided by statute, be held before 
the Dutchess County Legislature in the Legislative Chambers, County Office Building, New 
York at 6:30 PM on the 13th day of July 2026, and, be it further 

RESOLVED, that the Clerk of the County Legislature shall cause notice of said Public 
Hearing in the following form to be published in the two official newspapers with at least five 
days between the publication of such notice and the date specified for the hearing: 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON TENTATIVE BUDGET 

DUTCHESS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
.. 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the County Legislature of the County of Dutchess 
will meet in the Legislative Chambers, County Office Building, 22 Market Street, 6th Floor 
Poughkeepsie, New York at 6:30 PM on the 13th day of July 2026, for the purpose of holding a 
Public Hearing on the Tentative Budget of Dutchess Community College for the period of 
September l, 2026, to August 31, 2027. 

FURTHER NOTICE is hereby given that the copies of said Budget are available at the 
Office of the Clerk of the County Legislature, County Office Building, Poughkeepsie, New York, 
where it may be examined by interested parties during regular business hours. 

ST.HE OF ::-./E\\. YORK 

COL"NTY OF DCTCHESS 
ss: 

This is to ccrtify that I, the undersigned Clerk of the Legislature of the Count, of Dutchess, have compared the foregoing Resolution with the original 
Resolution now on file in the office of said Clerk, and which "·as adopted b, said Legislature on the 8th da, of June, 2026, and the same a true and correct 
transcript of said original Resolution and the whole thereof. 

I:., ~ESS \\HEREOF, I hare hereunto set my hand and seal of said Legislature this 9th day of Jun 2026. 

~~;~ 
SUSAN J. SERINO 

COUNTY EXECUTIVE 

Dela f}iuu I 2- , }.o;;J, 



PUBLIC WORKS 

RESOLUTION NO. 2026099 
  

RE: AMENDING THE 2026 ADOPTED COUNTY BUDGET AS IT 
PERTAINS TO CAPITAL PROJECT H0593 AMERICANS WITH 
DISABILITIES ACT IMPROVEMENTS ALONG SOUTH MAPLE AND 
NORTH MAPLE AVENUES (COUNTY ROUTE 62) IN THE VILLAGE 
OF MILLERTON 

  
Legislators VALDÉS SMITH, ATKINS, BRENDLI, DRAGO, LAWLER, RHODES and 

WINSBY offer the following and move its adoption: 
  

WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 2022105, the Dutchess County Legislature authorized 
$1,050,000 for design, permitting and construction of an Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) 
Improvement project to repair and install new sidewalks and curb ramps along the west side of 
South Maple Avenue and North Maple Avenue (County Route 62) in the Village of Millerton 
(hereinafter the “Project”), and which created Capital Project H0593, and 
  

WHEREAS, to date, $25,374 was spent on right-of-way acquisition, and $113,200 was 
spent on design and permitting fees, leaving $911,426 available for construction phase work, and 
  

WHEREAS, during design work, the New York State Department of Transportation 
(hereinafter “NYSDOT”) requested that the County install new pedestrian signals at the existing 
traffic signal at the U.S. Route 44 intersection with County Route 62 to further improve ADA 
access, and 

 
WHEREAS, Resolution No. 2022105 also authorized $450,000 for ADA improvements 

along Innis Avenue (County Route 75) in the Town of Poughkeepsie, which project was completed 
using surplus funds from other capital accounts, and the $450,000 identified for Innis Avenue in 
said Resolution has not been expended, and 

 
WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 2024206, the Dutchess County Legislature declared the 

County as SEQR Lead Agency and adopted the determination that the Project herein is an Unlisted 
action and that it would have no significant adverse environmental impact, and 

 
WHEREAS, on April 7, 2026, DPW opened bids for construction of the improvements and 

received a low bid of $1,434,998 from a responsive and responsible bidder, with construction 
inspection costs estimated at $167,000, which brings the construction phase total to $1,601,998, 
and 
  

WHEREAS, DPW seeks to apply the unused $450,000 Innis Avenue project fees 
authorized within Resolution No. 2022105 to the construction phase costs of the Project herein, 
which if applied with the available $911,426 would provide a total of $1,361,426 for construction 
phase work on the Project herein, and would result in a shortfall of $240,572 of the overall Project 
costs, and 

 















ENVIRONMENT 

RESOLUTION NO. 2026101 

RE: ESTABLISHING A PUBLIC HEARING PURSUANT TO AGRICULTURE AND 
MARKET LAW SECTION 303-b, TO CONSIDER RECOMMENDATIONS OF 
THE AGRICULTURE AND FARMLAND PROTECTION BOARD TO 
CONSIDER REQUESTS THAT PROPERTY OWNERS BE INCLUDED 
WITHIN DUTCHESS COUNTY CERTIFIED AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT 21 

Legislators VALDES SMITH, MUNN, ALEXANDER, BRENDLI, DRAGO, LAWLER, 
REDL, RHODES, SHAH and WINS BY offer the following and move its adoption: 

WHEREAS, in accordance with New York State Agriculture and Markets Law Section 
303-b, the Dutchess County Legislature pursuant to Resolution No. 204098 established an annual 
thirty (30) day period in which landowners may submit requests to the County Legislature to 
include predominantly and viable Agriculture land within the existing Certified Agricultural 
District, and 

WHEREAS, a notice to all owners of viable farmland in Dutchess County was publicized, 
and 

WHEREAS, the requests by property owners for inclusion of their property within the 
existing Agricultural District were referred to the Agriculture and Farmland Protection Board, and 

WHEREAS, the Agriculture and Farmland Protection Board will issue a report containing 
recommendations as to the requests of individual property owners for inclusion of their property 
in the existing Agricultural District, and 

WHEREAS, the County Legislature is required to adopt or reject the proposed inclusion 
of land in the existing Agricultural District following a Public Hearing pursuant to Agriculture and 
Markets Law Section 303-b, now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, that the Dutchess County Legislature hereby establishes July 13, 2026, as the 
date for a Public Hearing pursuant to the recommendations of the Agriculture and Farmland 
Protection Board at 6:30 P.M. and that the Clerk of the County Legislature hereby is directed to 
publish a Notice of Public Hearing in accordance with the provisions of Subdivision 3 of the 
Section 303-b of the Agriculture and Markets Law and that written notice of the Public Hearing 
be given directly to those municipalities whose territory encompasses the lands which are proposed 
to be included in the Agricultural District and a notice shall also be sent to the Commissioner of 
the New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets. 

STATE OF ::\"EW YORK 

COL"KTY OF DCTCHESS 
ss: 

This is to certify that I, the undersigned Clerk of the Legislature of the Count, of Dutchess, ha,-e compared the foregoing Resolution "·ith the original 
Resolution now on file in the office of said Clerk, and ,;,·hich was adopted b, said Legislature on the 8th day of June, 2026, and the same a true and correct 
transcript of said original Resolution and the whole thereof. 

APPROVED 

-~~~~~D 
SUSAN J. SERINO 

COUNTY EXECUTIVE 

Dae ~ /:J, fW-j, 
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PUBLIC WORKS 

   RESOLUTION NO. 2026107 
 
 RE: AUTHORIZING ADDITIONAL ACCESS ROADS ON COUNTY 
  ROAD 40A, SAINT ANDREWS ROAD, HYDE PARK 
 
 
 Legislators VALDÉS SMITH, LAWLER and DARROW offer the following and move its 
adoption: 
 
 WHEREAS, County Route 40A (“CR40A”), Saint Andrews Road, is a County road in the 
Town of Hyde Park, and 
 
 WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 316 of 1970, the Board of Representatives of the County 
of Dutchess accepted a donation of land required for the construction of CR40A, which provided 
that the County construct the road in consideration of the donor, Maidmor Realty Corp. having 
three access roads connecting their properties as shown on a map dated November 21, 1969, filed 
in the Office of the Commissioner of Public Works, with the proposed 40A, and 
 
 WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 317 of 1970, the Board of Representatives of the County 
of Dutchess designated CR40A, Saint Andrews Road, in the Town of Hyde Park, as a limited 
access road as provided in Article 6, Section 117-b of the Highway Law of the State of New York, 
excepting three access roads as mentioned above, and 
 
 WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 22 of 1995, and Resolution No. 2023166, the County 
Legislature authorized the Commissioner of Public Works to permit additional fourth and fifth 
access roads on CR40A, and 
 
 WHEREAS, a proposal for proposed access locations six and seven has been submitted to 
the County of Dutchess by T. Rex Capital, LLC, a land developer with a development plan pending 
review and approval with the Town of Hyde Park, for access road permits on CR40A, Saint 
Andrews Road, pending review and approval with the Town of Hyde Park, along with an original 
access location to service three separate developments, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town of Hyde Park has been named lead agency for the New York State 
Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA) review of said proposal, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the said proposal requests that subject to the appropriate SEQRA review and 
findings and satisfactory compliance with the Policy and Standards of the Department of Public 
Works and any and all traffic studies deemed necessary by said Department, two additional access 
road permits may be granted by the Commissioner of Public Works, now, therefore, be it 
 
  























Non-Consent Agenda 

Resolution 

2026090 Local Law No. ___ of 2026, a Local Law to Amend Local Law No. 6 of 2013, with 
Respect to the Dutchess County Self-Insured Workers’ Compensation Plan 

Moved by Majority Leader Atkins, seconded by Assistant Majority Leader Munn. 

Discussion: Legislator Shah indicated that her comments concern both this Resolution and 
Resolution 92. She thanked the administration for providing answers to questions she had 
submitted in writing and said she would support both measures on the grounds of anticipated 
operational and financial benefits to the County and the County’s willingness to reevaluate its 
relationship with PERMA if such benefits are not realized as anticipated. 

The Resolution being duly moved and seconded, the Legislature unanimously adopted the 
foregoing Resolution, with Legislators Brendli and Johnson absent. 

 

2026092 Declaring the County’s Intent to Become a Member of the Public Group Self-Insurer 
Public Employer Risk Management Association (PERMA) to Secure Workers’ Compensation 
Claims 

Moved by Majority Leader Atkins, seconded by Assistant Majority Leader Munn. 

Discussion: None. 

The Resolution being duly moved and seconded, the Legislature unanimously adopted the 
foregoing Resolution, with Legislators Brendli and Johnson absent. 

 

2026095 Establishing a Dutchess County Legislature Animal Welfare and Community 
Stewardship Committee 

Moved by Majority Leader Atkins, seconded by Assistant Majority Leader Munn. 

Discussion: Legislator Kearney asked to be added as a sponsor to the Resolution. 

Legislator Shah spoke as author in favor of the Resolution and thanked Legislator Alexander for 
his dedication and contribution to the Resolution. 

Legislator Redl spoke in favor of the Resolution and further spoke about the need to support 
animal welfare at the municipal level. 

Minority Leader Polasek spoke in favor of the Resolution and further spoke in favor of bringing 
the many organizations and municipalities together on this important issue. 



Legislator Alexander commended Legislator Shah for her work on the Resolution. 

The Resolution being duly moved and seconded, the Legislature unanimously adopted the 
foregoing Resolution, with Legislators Brendli and Johnson absent. 

 

2026100 Authorizing the Filing of Section 5339 Grant Applications for Federal Fiscal Year 2025 
with Federal Transit Administration and New York State Department of Transportation for 
Matching Funds for Capital Assistance Under the Urban Mass Transportation Act of 1964 

Moved by Majority Leader Atkins, seconded by Assistant Majority Leader Munn. 

Discussion: Legislator Arnoff spoke in favor of the Resolution and further hoped that this is a 
starting point for further investment in public transportation to benefit the people of Dutchess. 

Legislator Kaul spoke in favor of the Resolution and further indicated that if the County does not 
approve the use of the funding it may be required to pay certain prior funds back to the federal 
government. She further spoke in favor of further discussions on public transportation in 
Dutchess County. 

Legislator Lawler asked how often this type of grant funding becomes available. Commissioner 
Whelan indicated it becomes available on an annual basis and that this funding has been on the 
County’s radar since 2022 due to the aging of the bus system fare boxes. 

Legislator Kaul asked about signage. Legislator Caswell called a point of order regarding 
whether the question properly pertained to the Resolution. Chair Valdes Smith asked if Legislator 
Kaul could be more specific. Legislator Kaul indicated that since the grant funding could be used 
for additional purposes and that the funds could be used on signage. Commissioner Whelan 
indicated that customers are not specifically required to stand at a designated bus stop so long as 
they are standing in a safe location.  

Assistant Minority Leader Metzger asked when the last time was that there was a project 
undertaken of this nature. Commissioner Whelan indicated it was in January of 2025. 

Legislator Alexander asked the service to Amenia and Millerton on the Route 22 corridor be 
considered in any study the County may put forward with the grant money. 

Legislator Arnoff asked that if the County will be using any of this grant money for studies, that 
information be collected from riders and stakeholders. 

Legislator Rhodes asked about the impact if the County did not accept this grant funding. 
Commissioner Whelan explained the financial implications of not accepting the funding. 

The Resolution being duly moved and seconded, the Legislature unanimously adopted the 
foregoing Resolution, with Legislators Brendli and Johnson absent. 

 



Majority Leader Atkins requested a 5-minute caucus, which was granted at 8:08 pm. 

The Chair reconvened the meeting at 8:31p.m 

. 

2026104 Appointments to the Dutchess Community College Board of Trustees 

Moved by Majority Leader Atkins, seconded by Assistant Majority Leader Munn. 

Assistant Majority Leader Munn moved to postpone the question to the July meeting. Seconded 
by Majority Leader Atkins. 

Discussion: None. 

The motion being duly moved and seconded, the Motion to Postpone was passed 22-1, with 
Legislator Lawler against and Legislators Brendli and Johnson absent. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





























BUDGET, FINANCE & PERSONNEL 

RESOLUTION NO. 2026092 

RE: DECLARING THE COUNTY'S INTENT TO BECOME A MEMBER OF 
THE PUBLIC GROUP SELF-INSURER PUBLIC EMPLOYER RISK 
MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATION (PERMA) TO SECURE WORKERS' 
COMPENSATION CLAIMS 

Legislators POLASEK, METZGER, BREND LI, CASWELL, DARROW, FAUST, 
GILES, HOUSE, LAWLER, MCHOUL, REDL, RHODES, TRESCA and WINSBY offer the 
following and move its adoption: 

WHEREAS, New York State Law allows counties to operate Self-Insured Workers' 
Compensation Plans and permit municipalities to participate as members of the plan to pool risk, 
gain efficiency and benefit from cost savings by avoiding purchasing commercial insurance, and 

WHEREAS, the County, by Local Law No. 5 of 1980 as most recently amended by Local 
Law No. 6 of 2013, created the Dutchess County Self-Insured Workers' Compensation Plan 
pursuant to Article 5 of the Workers' Compensation Law, which plan continues to perform well 
and deliver efficiencies for its ten other "participant" entities, and 

WHEREAS, the Director of Risk Management, after diligent study and consultation, has 
determined that it is in the best interests of the Plan and its participants to become a member of 
PERMA because PERMA's assistance with coverage and administration of the Plan is likely to 
yield reduced per claim deductibles, improved long-term reserve liability exposure and additional 
training and support for all Plan participants, and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Article III, Section 3 of Local Law No. 6 of 2013, the Director of 
Risk Management, as Plan Manager, maintains the ability to contract for professional, consultant 
and management services as necessary, and now therefore be it 

RESOLVED, that the Dutchess County Self-Insured Worker's Compensation Plan hereby 
elects, pursuant to Section 50(3) of the Worker's Compensation Law, to become a member of 
PERMA to secure its workers' compensation claims, and be it further 

RESOLVED that pursuant to 12 NYCRR 317.13, notice of such election shall be filed with 
the Chair of the Workers' Compensation Board Self-Insurance section, and be it further 

RESOLVED, that this election shall become effective January 1, 2027. 
CA-060-26; BPL/CEB/mar; G-0749; 05/06/2026; Fiscal Impact: See Attached 

SL\TE OF ~EW YORK 
ss: 

COl'NTY OF DCTCHESS 

This is to certifi- that I. the undersigned Clerk of the Legislature of the County oiDutchess, ha,e compared the foregoing Resolution with the original 
Resolution no"· on file in the office of said Clerk, and u·hich "·as adopted by- said Legislarure on the 8th day of June, 2026, ond the same a true and correct 
transcript of said origin.al Resolution and the whole thereof. 

L, \~ESS WHEREOF. I ha,e hereunto set my hand and seal of said Legislature chis 9th day 

~~~~ 
SUSAN J. SERINO 

COUNTY EXECUTIVE 

ROrHI. CLERK OF THE LEGISLUl'RE 









GOVERNMENT SERVICES & ADMINISTRATION 

RESOLUTION 2026095 

RE: ESTABLISHING A DUTCHESS COUNTY LEGISLATURE ANIMAL 
WELFARE  AND COMMUNITY STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE (AWCS) 

Legislators SHAH, ALEXANDER, MUNN, VALDÉS SMITH, ATKINS, POLASEK, 
BRENDLI, DARROW, DRAGO, GILES, LAWLER, REDL, RHODES and WINSBY offer the 
following and move its adoption: 

WHEREAS, the Dutchess County Charter establishes a system of government grounded 
in home rule and the separation of legislative and executive functions, under which the 
Legislature is responsible for policy-making, lawmaking, and fiscal oversight, while the 
Executive is responsible for administration; and 

WHEREAS, the Dutchess County Legislature serves as the policy-making and 
appropriating body of County Government, with authority to adopt local laws, approve the 
County budget, and establish advisory bodies to assist in the discharge of its responsibilities; and 

WHEREAS, Section 2.02(m) of the Dutchess County Charter expressly grants the 
County Legislature the authority to conduct studies and investigations in furtherance of its 
legislative functions, and in connection therewith to obtain and employ professional and 
technical advice, appoint citizens’ committees, commissions, and boards, and require the 
production of information necessary or material to such studies or investigations; and 

WHEREAS, Rule 5.1 of the Permanent Rules of the Dutchess County Legislature 
authorizes the Legislature to establish committees by resolution and to define their powers, 
duties, and membership; and 

WHEREAS, Rule 5.2 of the Permanent Rules of the Dutchess County Legislature 
provides that every committee shall have the authority to undertake such actions as are necessary 
or reasonably incidental to carrying out its assigned functions, including administrative and 
investigative activities consistent with its mandate; and 

WHEREAS, Rule 5.6 of the Permanent Rules authorizes committees of the Legislature to 
receive advice and counsel from individuals who are not members of the Legislature, thereby 
enabling the inclusion of subject-matter expertise from animal welfare professionals, 
veterinarians, environmental specialists, municipal officials, law enforcement, and other relevant 
stakeholders; and 

WHEREAS, the Legislature retains an ongoing responsibility to review and evaluate 
County laws, programs, and expenditures to ensure that they are effective, transparent, and 
consistent with legislative intent; and 

WHEREAS, animal welfare and wildlife management in Dutchess County directly 
implicate public health, public safety, environmental stewardship, municipal coordination, 



GOVERNMENT SERVICES & ADMINISTRATION 

humane law enforcement, community advocacy, and the responsible use of public funds and 
resources; and 

WHEREAS, the Dutchess County Legislature has previously acted in this area, including 
through the enactment of Local Law No. 4 of 2019 establishing the Dutchess County Animal 
Abuse Registry, which was intended to serve as a public-safety and animal-welfare tool by 
restricting individuals convicted of certain animal cruelty offenses from owning or harboring 
animals; and 

WHEREAS, the County Executive established an Animal Welfare Advisory Committee 
in 2024 to advance humane policies, strengthen coordination with municipalities, and develop 
recommendations relating to animal welfare; and 

WHEREAS, such initiatives are strengthened through transparency, communication, and 
the sharing of information with the Legislature as the County’s policy-making and appropriating 
body; and 

WHEREAS, to date, there has been no formal reporting or information provided to the 
Legislature regarding the activities, discussions, recommendations, or policy considerations of 
the Animal Welfare Advisory Committee, which has constrained the Legislature’s ability to 
evaluate its work and consider related policy initiatives; and 

WHEREAS, enhanced communication and coordination between the Executive and 
Legislative branches would support more effective governance and strengthen the County’s 
collective efforts in advancing animal welfare and wildlife management; and 

WHEREAS, animal welfare and wildlife management issues in Dutchess County 
frequently involve the coordinated efforts of multiple County agencies, including but not limited 
to the Department of Community Health, the Department of Public Works, the Planning 
Department, the Dutchess County Sheriff’s Office, the Office of the District Attorney, and other 
related departments, each of which plays a distinct role in areas such as public health, 
infrastructure protection, law enforcement, prosecution of animal welfare offenders, and 
emergency response; and 

WHEREAS, enforcement of animal cruelty laws under Article 26 of the New York State 
Agriculture and Markets Law requires coordination among law enforcement agencies, 
municipalities, animal welfare organizations, and veterinary providers; and 

WHEREAS, conflicts between human activity and wildlife require balanced responses 
that protect public safety while minimizing unnecessary environmental harm and promoting 
long-term ecological stability; and 

WHEREAS, lethal wildlife management methods may at times be necessary, but benefit 
from consideration of humane, sustainable, and cost-effective alternatives where appropriate; and 



GOVERNMENT SERVICES & ADMINISTRATION 

WHEREAS, wildlife management activities undertaken or supported by the County 
involve public resources and therefore benefit from transparency, consistency, and alignment 
with humane, and environmentally responsible practices; and 

WHEREAS, Dutchess County is home to the Medical Reserve Corps Dutchess County 
Animal Response Team (“DCART”), a volunteer emergency response organization that provides 
training, preparedness, and support relating to companion animals and livestock during 
emergencies and disasters; and 

WHEREAS, DCART conducts ongoing training and public education throughout 
Dutchess County on topics including pet preparedness, emergency planning, animal first aid, 
animal CPR, evacuation planning, and disaster response involving animals and livestock; and 

WHEREAS, the work of DCART demonstrates the importance of coordinated 
countywide planning, training, and public outreach relating to animal welfare, emergency 
preparedness, and humane response efforts; and 

WHEREAS, there is no coordinated county-level oversight of animal welfare issues, 
including cruelty cases, stray animal and shelter operations, municipal animal control, 
communication with state and federal agencies, problem-solving around human-animal 
interfaces, wildlife & habitat management,  enforcement of pet-related ordinances, research and 
educational outreach, disaster planning for evacuation of pets and livestock; and  

WHEREAS, the County has no dedicated resource to investigate complaints against 
shelters or the multitude of independent rescue outfits; and 

WHEREAS, the Legislature recognizes the importance of supporting humane, cost-
effective, and evidence-based approaches to companion animal population management, 
including spay and neuter initiatives and Trap-Neuter-Vaccinate-Return (TNVR) programs 
intended to prevent public health issues while reducing feral and community cat populations, 
while minimizing shelter overcrowding; and 

WHEREAS, the Legislature further recognizes the importance of transparency, 
accountability, and consistent standards relating to shelters, rescues, and animal welfare 
organizations operating within Dutchess County, particularly where County resources, contracts, 
or partnerships may be involved; and 

WHEREAS, the establishment of a Legislature-based ANIMAL WELFARE  AND 
COMMUNITY STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE (AWCS) would provide an organized and 
collaborative framework to support policy review, interagency coordination, public education, 
emergency preparedness, humane wildlife conflict mitigation, and long-term planning relating to 
animal welfare issues affecting Dutchess County residents and communities; and 



GOVERNMENT SERVICES & ADMINISTRATION 

WHEREAS, the Legislature, as the body responsible for appropriations and fiscal 
accountability, must ensure that County-funded programs and services are effective, coordinated, 
humane, and consistent with public policy objectives; and 

WHEREAS, enhanced data collection, reporting, and evaluation would support informed 
decision-making and strengthen both legislative oversight and executive program 
implementation; and 

WHEREAS, the Legislature finds it appropriate and necessary to establish a formal 
advisory body to support coordinated, transparent, and policy-driven review of animal welfare 
and wildlife management issues affecting Dutchess County; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Dutchess County Legislature hereby 
establishes the ANIMAL WELFARE  AND COMMUNITY STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 
(hereinafter “the AWCS Committee”) pursuant to Section 2.02(m) of the Dutchess County 
Charter and Rule 5.1 of the Permanent Rules of the Dutchess County Legislature; and be it 
further 

RESOLVED, that the AWCS Committee shall be advisory in nature and shall support the 
Legislature in the exercise of its policy-making, oversight, and investigatory functions relating to 
animal welfare, wildlife management, and environmental stewardship; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that the AWCS Committee shall consist of up to nine (9) members 
appointed by the Chair of the Legislature, including a Chair, Co-Chair, and Vice Chair, each of 
whom shall be a member of the Dutchess County Legislature; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that the remaining members may include representatives from the 
Legislature’s majority and/or minority caucuses at the discretion of the Chair, County 
departments, municipalities, law enforcement agencies, veterinary, animal welfare, rescue, and 
environmental professionals, and members of the public possessing relevant experience or 
subject matter expertise; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that the AWCS Committee shall have the authority to gather information, 
conduct studies, solicit expert input, and make recommendations to the Legislature consistent 
with its advisory and oversight role; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that in furtherance of its work, the AWCS Committee may request 
information and data through the Legislature from County departments and agencies, consistent 
with applicable law; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that the AWCS Committee shall advise the Legislature on animal-welfare 
and wildlife-management policy and support legislative review, coordination, policy 
development, and oversight relating to humane treatment of animals, animal cruelty prevention, 
municipal coordination, rabies prevention, TNVR and community-cat management, wildlife 
conflict mitigation, and environmental considerations; and be it further 



GOVERNMENT SERVICES & ADMINISTRATION 

RESOLVED, that the AWCS Committee shall review County laws, programs, and 
initiatives, including the Animal Abuse Registry and the County Executive’s Animal Welfare 
Advisory Committee, and provide recommendations to support effective implementation, 
transparency, and alignment with legislative intent; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that the AWCS Committee shall review the structure, activities, and outputs 
of the Animal Welfare Advisory Committee and may recommend and implement measures to 
enhance communication, coordination, and information-sharing with the Legislature; and be it 
further 

RESOLVED, that the AWCS Committee shall identify and recommend potential local 
laws, policy enhancements, and budgetary priorities to strengthen animal welfare and wildlife 
management within Dutchess County; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that the AWCS Committee shall evaluate opportunities to enhance 
coordination among municipalities, County departments, law enforcement, and community 
partners; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that the AWCSCommittee may recommend the development of standard 
operating procedures to promote consistent, lawful, and humane responses to animal-welfare and 
wildlife-related incidents; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that the AWCS Committee shall promote policies and practices that 
prioritize humane treatment of animals and the use of non-lethal wildlife management strategies 
where feasible; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that the AWCS Committee shall promote improved data collection and 
reporting relating to animal welfare and wildlife activities; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that the AWCS Committee shall serve in an advisory oversight capacity to 
the Legislature by reviewing and evaluating County programs, policies, expenditures, and 
contracting practices relating to animal welfare and wildlife management; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that the AWCS Committee shall meet regularly and report its findings and 
recommendations to the Legislature for further action; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that the AWCS Committee may consult with and solicit input from relevant 
County departments, including the Department of Community Health, the Department of Public 
Works, the Planning Department, the Dutchess County Sheriff’s Office, the Office of the District 
Attorney, and other appropriate agencies; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that the Legislature may request review or audit by the Dutchess County 
Comptroller as appropriate; and be it further 

 





 

FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

​NO FISCAL IMPACT PROJECTED 

​  

 
APPROPRIATION RESOLUTIONS 
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PUBLIC WORKS 

   RESOLUTION NO. 2026100 
 

RE: AUTHORIZING THE FILING OF SECTION 5339 GRANT 
APPLICATIONS FOR FEDERAL FISCAL YEAR 2025 WITH 
FEDERAL TRANSIT ADMINISTRATION AND NEW YORK STATE 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FOR MATCHING FUNDS 
FOR CAPITAL ASSISTANCE UNDER THE URBAN MASS 
TRANSPORTATION ACT OF 1964 

 
 Legislators VALDÉS SMITH, POLASEK, METZGER, BRENDLI, LAWLER, REDL, 
RHODES and WINSBY offer the following and move its adoption: 
 
 WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 2025082, this Legislature authorized the receipt of Federal 
Transit Administration (“FTA”) grant funding (FTA Grant NY 2025-035) for implementation of 
a new farebox replacement project, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Federal Transit Administration has apportioned additional Section 5339 
formula funds for Federal Fiscal Year 2025 to the County of Dutchess in the amount of $505,717, 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, grant applications will be filed under Section 5339, and the federal portion of 
this project shall be up to $505,717, the State matching portion of the grant funding shall be up to 
$63,215, and the County matching portion of the grant funding shall be up to $63,215 for a total 
of $632,147, all of which will be used to assist in funding the new Dutchess County Department 
of Public Works – Public Transit Division farebox replacement project, and 
 

WHEREAS, it is necessary for this Legislature to authorize the execution and filing of 
grant applications and to amend the 2026 Adopted County Budget to accept such funds and provide 
for the receipt and expenditure of said funds, now therefore, be it 
 
 RESOLVED, that the County Executive, or her designee, be and is hereby authorized to 
execute and file applications with the Federal Transit Administration for Section 5339 formula 
funds and under the Urban Mass Transportation Act of 1964, as amended, and to furnish such 
additional information as the Federal Transit Administration may require in connection with the 
applications, and be it further 
 
 RESOLVED, that the County Executive, or her designee, be and is hereby authorized to 
execute such grant agreements arising from such applications on behalf of Dutchess County with 
the Federal Transit Administration to aid in the financing of capital projects pursuant to Section 
5339 of the Urban Mass Transportation Act of 1964, as amended, and be it further 
 
 RESOLVED, that the County Executive, or her designee, be and is hereby authorized to 
accept and receive on behalf of the County, financial assistance for capital projects pursuant to 
Section 5339 of the Urban Mass Transportation Act of 1964, as amended, and be it further 
 

















BUDGET, FINANCE & PERSONNEL

RESOLUTION NO. 2026104  

RE:  APPOINTMENTS TO THE DUTCHESS COMMUNITY COLLEGE BOARD 
OF TRUSTEES 

Legislators VALDÉS SMITH, ALEXANDER, BRENDLI, DRAGO, LAWLER, REDL, 
RHODES, SHAH and WINSBY offer the following and move its adoption:  

WHEREAS, there will be a vacancy on the Board of Trustees of Dutchess Community 
College due to the expiration of the term of Stephen Caswell on June 30, 2026; and  

WHEREAS, there will be a vacancy on the Board of Trustees of Dutchess Community 
College due to the expiration of the term of Frank Castella on June 30, 2026; now, therefore, be 
it  

RESOLVED, that pursuant to Section 6306 of the Education Law, Eric Alexander be and 
is hereby appointed as a member of the Board of Trustees of Dutchess Community College 
effective July 1, 2026, to replace Stephen Caswell, whose term expires June 30, 2026; and be it 

FURTHER RESOLVED, that pursuant to Section 6306 of the Education Law, Sapna 
Moudgil-Shah be and is hereby appointed as a member of the Board of Trustees of Dutchess 
Community College effective July 1, 2026, to replace Frank Castella, whose term expires June 
30, 2026; 

APPOINTMENTS TERM EXPIRES 

Eric Alexander June 30, 2033 

Sapna Moudgil-Shah June 30, 2033 





Sapna Moudgil-Shah (she/ her) 
Dutchess County, NY 

PUBLIC SERVICE • EDUCATION • ORGANIZATIONAL LEADERSHIP 

Strategic organizational and public sector leader with 25+ years of experience spanning education, government, 
civic engagement, and mission-driven organizations. Proven ability to build operational infrastructure, manage 
complex initiatives, oversee budgets and communications, and cultivate strong community and stakeholder 
partnerships. Experienced in education technology, government operations, workforce development, team 
leadership, and strategic communications. Committed to strengthening communities, expanding opportunity, and 
supporting accessible public education. 

CIVIC LEADERSHIP EXPERIENCE 

DEMOCRATIC DATA EXCHANGE (DDx) 
PRODUCT MARKETING MANAGER / CLIENT SUCCESS MANAGER           Aug 2024 – July 2025 

● Developed communications, engagement, and operational strategies supporting a national civic and
nonprofit data-sharing ecosystem.

● Partnered across technical and client-facing teams to improve workflows, training materials, and
stakeholder communications.

DIGIDEMS 
POLITICAL DIRECTOR       Feb 2022 – March 2023 

● Supervised and supported 17+ embedded technical staff across congressional campaigns in multiple states.
● Led onboarding, training, recruitment, and professional development initiatives for geographically

distributed teams.
● Collaborated with senior leadership on staffing strategy, operational planning, and personnel management.

NY ASSEMBLYMEMBER AMANDA SEPTIMO, AD 84 (South Bronx) 
DEPUTY CHIEF OF STAFF           Jan 2021 – Sept 2021 

● Built operational and communications infrastructure for a first-term Assembly office serving the South
Bronx by establishing constituent relationship management systems, staff workflows, meeting protocols,
and intern coordination processes.

● Managed office communications across press, social media, community engagement, and legislative
priorities.

● Cultivated partnerships with community organizations, local businesses, and elected officials to support
constituent services and policy initiatives.

LINDSEY BOYLAN FOR CONGRESS 
CAMPAIGN MANAGER and TREASURER           Aug 2019 – Aug 2020 

● Directed operations for a $1M+ congressional campaign, overseeing budgeting, compliance, fundraising,
staffing, and communications.

● Hired and managed consultants, vendors, and campaign operations during a full primary election cycle.
● Oversaw financial administration and legal compliance as campaign Treasurer.



Sapna Moudgil-Shah (she/her) |  

EDUCATION AND PUBLIC SECTOR LEADERSHIP 
Led and supported education technology, curriculum, and student performance initiatives across public sector and 

mission-driven educational organizations. 

PRODUCT STRATEGY CONSULTANT | Education Technology and Publishing, 2016–2018 

LEAD PRODUCT MANAGER, K–1 System of Courses | Pearson Education, 2014–2015 

DIRECTOR, TECHNOLOGY PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT | Sesame Workshop, 2012–2014 

SR. DIRECTOR, STUDENT PERFORMANCE SOLUTIONS, ARIS | NYC Department of Education, 2009–2012 

DIRECTOR, TECHNOLOGY PRODUCT SERVICES | Kaplan K12 Learning Services, 2007–2009 

LOCAL GOVERNANCE and COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP 

CLINTON COMMUNITY LIBRARY 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEMBER, FINANCE COMMITTEE       2026 - Present 

DUTCHESS DEMOCRATIC WOMEN’S CAUCUS 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEMBER, RESOURCES & TRAINING COMMITTEE       2026 - Present 

TOWN OF CLINTON DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE MEMBER 
DISTRICT 2 REPRESENTATIVE       2022 - Present  

ADDITIONAL CIVIC AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
● CANDIDATE FOR TOWN BOARD | Town of Clinton, NY, 2025
● DEMOCRATIC COUNTY COMMITTEE ELECTED MEMBER | Manhattan, NY, 2019 – 2022
● MANHATTAN BOROUGH DIRECTOR | Amplify Her NYC, 2018 – 2019
● FOUNDER AND DESIGNER, ACTIVATEDNYC | Small business encouraging civic engagement, 2017 – 2024

CORE COMPETENCIES 

● Organizational Leadership
● Strategic Planning
● Budget and Operational Oversight
● Stakeholder and Community Engagement

● Team Leadership and Development
● Communications and Public Engagement
● Cross-Functional Collaboration
● Program and Project Management

EDUCATION 

M.A., ELECTIONS AND CAMPAIGN MANAGEMENT | Fordham University, 2019
CREATIVE ENTERPRISE OWNERSHIP | Professional Development Certificate, Fashion Institute of Technology
B.S., COMPUTER SCIENCE | University of Michigan Ann Arbor



Roll Call Sheets
District Last Name  YES  NO

District 16 - Fishkill and Beacon Valdés Smith

District 9 - City of Poughkeepsie Atkins

District 20 - Red Hook, Tivoli, and Rhinebeck Munn

District 3 - LaGrange Polasek

District 12 - East Fishkill Metzger

District 1 - Town of Poughkeepsie Redl

District 2 - LaGrange, Pleasant Valley & Town of Poughkeepsie Arnoff

District 4 - Hyde Park and Town of Poughkeepsie Lawler

District 5 - Town of Poughkeepsie Shah

District 6 - Town of Poughkeepsie Kaul

District 7 - Hyde Park and Pleasant Valley Darrow

District 8 - City and Town of Poughkeepsie Brendli

District 10 - City of Poughkeepsie Johnson

District 11 - Clinton, Pleasant Valley, and Rhinebeck Kearney

District 13 - East Fishkill and Wappinger Giles

District 14 - Wappinger and Town of Poughkeepsie Winsby

District 15 - Wappinger Faust

District 17 - Town and Village of Fishkill McHoul

District 18 - City of Beacon and Fishkill Rhodes

District 19 - North East, Stanford, Pine Plains, Milan & Red Hook Drago

District 21 - East Fishkill Caswell

District 22 - Beekman and Union Vale Tresca

District 23 - Pawling, Beekman and East Fishkill Rolison

District 24 -  Dover and Pawling House

District 25 - Amenia, Washington, Pleasant Valley & Millbrook Alexander

Present:  ____

Absent:  ____ 

Vacant:  ____ 

Resolution:  ____ 

Motion:         ____ 

Total :  ______  ______ 

 Yes  No 

Abstentions: ____

2026104 APPOINTMENTS TO THE DUTCHESS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES - MOTION TO POSTPONE

23
2

X

X
X
X
X
X
X
X

X
X
X

X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X

ABSENT
ABSENT

22  1



Other Business 

Legislator Shah spoke about developing legislation pertaining to AI data center development in 
Dutchess County. 

Legislator Lawler spoke about the upcoming World Cup and expressed his support for the 
USMNT and his hope that the team will go far in the tournament. 

Clerk Announcements 

None. 

Privilege of the Floor with respect to agenda and non-agenda County items 

Hon. Daniel Atonna spoke against the new fare boxes and in favor of fare-free buses in Dutchess 
County. He further denounced Nazism.  

Fran Caracapa of East Fishkill thanked Legislators Kaul and Shah for considering legislation 
regarding AI data centers in light of a proposal for a center in East Fishkill. 

Alex of LaGrange spoke about red light cameras and speed cameras for Poughkeepsie, 
expressing his concerns and skepticism about them. 

Condolences 

There being no further business, the Chair of Legislature adjourned the meeting with consent at 
8:48 p.m. 
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