
Dutchess County 

Criminal Justice Council 

Meeting Minutes  

September 17, 2024 

 

 

Present:  Betsy Manzi, Vice Chair, DBCH 

 Rachel Kashimer, Deputy County Executive  

 Dr. Livia Santiago, DBCH Commissioner 

Margaret Walker, Dutchess County Public Defender  

Shirley Adams, Catharine St. Center, CIC Chair 

Kelly Bunt, KB Forensics, Victims Committee Chair 

Steve Miccio, PEOPLe USA, Diversion Committee Chair 

Hon. Susan Sullivan-Bisceglia, Town of Lagrange Court; Centralized Arraignment Comm Chair 

Alisyn Gaffney, D.C Probation, Special Populations Chair 

Hon. Frank Mora, Poughkeepsie City Court  

Michael Brady, District Attorney’s Office 

Anthony Parisi, District Attorney 

John Penney, City of Poughkeepsie 

Robert Faust, Legislator 

Chris Rolison, Legislator 

John Gildard, Citizen Appointment 

Megan Chetner, Dutchess County Probation 

Guests: Molly Shanley, Community Member 

 

   

1. Approval of July 9, 2024 Minutes - The minutes of July 9, 2024 were approved on a 

motion by Steve Miccio, seconded by Shirley Adams. 

 

2. Jail/ATI/Safe Act Report -Therese Lee, Mary Ellen Still, Jean-Marie Niebuhr – 

The August Jail/ATI/Safe Act reports were sent electronically. There were no 

questions. 

 

3. Committee Reports: 

 

Quality Assurance—Kathy McQuade 

Kathy was unable to attend the meeting. 
 

Centralized Arraignment—Hon. Susan Sullivan-Bisceglia 

Judge Sullivan-Bisceglia was not present during committee reports but others were 

able to offer attendees an update. They continue to search for a location. Staffing is 

being discussed as well. The group looks forward to bringing centralized arraignment 

to Dutchess County as they’ve been proven to be effective in other parts of the state 

and will help us here, as well. 

 

Law Enforcement Progress & Innovation— Shawn Castano 

Shawn was unable to attend the meeting, but others were able to report that members 

of the group attended a resiliency training recently at the Law Enforcement Center 

and the next meeting is 9/24. 

 



 CIC—Shirley Adams  

 Shirley shared that the group is currently planning their next virtual community forum. 

They’re like to highlight YPI, as they’ve had some great accomplishments in their work to 

build trust between youth and police. They’re still confirming participants and working to 

find a date for the event. A professor at Dutchess Community College has expressed 

interest in using the recording in one of his classes, as well. 

 

Diversion—Steve Miccio 

Steve shared that the next CIT class will start on September 30th. Also, school is back 

in session and the Stabilization Center is seeing a rise in youth visits. He shared that 

they really need help and there aren’t enough services to connect them with. 

 

Juvenile Justice—Sandy Carroll & Melinda Vazquez 

 Sandy & Melinda were not able to attend but provided a report to Betsy. She shared that the 

group met on 8/21/24 and reviewed the data that was collected this year on reported trauma 

from the youth they serve. They viewed the movie “Paper Tigers” to introduce the valuable 

information regarding trauma. It highlights how teachers and administrators go beyond 

surface behaviors to work with students in humane way. The next meeting is 10/23 and 

they’ll be watching the film “Resilience”. The movie covers toxic stress and the impact that 

has on children.  

 

 Re-Entry—Margaret Walker  

  Margaret reported that they were meeting every other month but have recently switched to 

quarterly meetings. The next meeting will be in November. Margaret shared that the City of 

Poughkeepsie Library’s Big Read program covered “The Sun Does Shine” by Anthony Ray 

Hinton. Anthony Ray Hinton served 30 years in prison in Alabama for a crime he didn’t 

commit. The book has a really moving message of hope and he’ll be speaking at the Family 

Partnership on 10/19, for anyone is interested in attending. 

 

Victims—Kelly Bunt 

Kelly shared that their group met and has been looking at options for safe housing for 

survivors and victims, when shelters are full or not accessible. Hotels are usually offered in 

these instances. The Victim’s committee has been looking at whether this is a safe option 

for this population. After doing some research and talking to local and state departments on 

this topic, it’s become clear that the regulatory issues around TA are a big obstacle. They’re 

not sure if they’re going to continue with this objective. There is a webinar in October 

about creative solutions to housing issues for victims and survivors of domestic violence. 

Kelly is going to attend and learn more about solutions that others 

 

Justice-Involved Women — Tricia Hampel & Cherrell Evans-Tillery 

Alisyn Gaffney reported for Tricia & Cherrell. She shared that Molly has been working on 

getting the women’s writing program back at the JTC and the first session will be on 9/25. 

Carra Mia from Hope on a Mission has been talking about the resource center at 488 Main 

Street and suggested they visit the site. JIV and Probation still serving meals with Hope on a 

Mission each month. The next meeting will be on 9/21. 

 

Special Populations—Alisyn Gaffney 

Alisyn shared that they met on 9/16. Restart had 22 men, 9 on MAT and 13 women, 7 on 

MAT. There were 53 people on MAT in the JTC, at that time. A parenting class has been 

added to the RESTART program as well. The Incarcerated People with Special Needs group 

now meets every 3 weeks. This is a growing population, and they’ll need to meet more often 



to cover it. 

 

Kelly Bunt mentioned at a few years ago a conversation was started around some 

programming, like RESTART, that could be available to the population in the jail that’s 

there for sexual offense charges. She said that the conversation was paused due to the 

transition to the JTC but she was curious to know if there would be a reason that something 

couldn’t exist. There was extensive discussion on this topic. 

 

4. Old Business— None 

 

5. New Business—None 

 

6. Announcements—None 

7. Adjourn – Motion to adjourn was made by Kathy McQuade, seconded by Hon. Frank 

Mora. 

 

Next Meeting- November 19, 2024  at 8:00 a.m. The meeting will be held in-person 

at 230 North Rd. in Poughkeepsie.  


