
COUNTY OF DUTCHESS 
MARCUS J. MOLINARO 

COUNTY EXECUTIVE 

March 13, 2018 

Chairman Thomas A. Beilein 

NYS Commission of Correction 

Alfred E. Smith State Office Building 

80 South Swan Street, 12th Floor 

Albany, NY 12210 

Dear Chairman Beilein, 

DUTCHESS COUNTY 
SHERIFF'S OFFICE 
ADRIAN H. ANDERSON 

SHERIFF 

Attached please find Dutchess County's response to the New York State Commission of 

Correction (COC) February 2018 report "The Most Problematic Local Correctional Facilities of 

New York State." 

Dutchess County has and continues to work closely with the COC to address the long-standing 

capacity and functionality issues at the Dutchess County Jail. In 2016, the Dutchess County 

Legislature authorized funding to design and construct the Dutchess County Justice and 

Transition Center. This new facility, as well as the continuation of our multi-pronged approach 

to help individuals avoid incarceration and/or reduce the likelihood of recidivism with innovative 

initiatives like our new Stabilization Center, the RESTART program, our BEAT partnership with the 

City of Poughkeepsie Police, and Path to Promise youth initiatives, among others, will make 

Dutchess County a model throughout the nation for our approach to restorative justice. These 

efforts are already being recognized across the state and the nation. 

Dutchess County is working closely with the NYS Commission of Correction (COC) for the planning 

and design of the new Dutchess County Justice and Transition Center (DCJTC}. While there were 

some changes to original schedules and project plans because of the multi-phased construction 

plan that is required for the site, it is unclear where the 2017 completion date noted in the report 

is from. Construction is currently underway for the Law Enforcement Center (which is needed 

to occur first to make way for the expanded footprint of the DCJTC). Expected completion for 

the Law Enforcement Center is summer 2019. Design is currently underway for the DCJTC. 

Construction is expected to begin in early 2019, with completion of housing units by 2021 and all 

items completed by 2023. At every step of this process, we have kept the COC and its 

representatives aware of our activities. 



Dutchess County Jail Administrator Mike Walters responds to the other facility evaluation issues 

in the attached document, with all items in the report addressed. With the majority of issues 

being administrative in nature - policies that needed to be updated, timing of inspections, 

clarification on fund usage, etc.; it is unclear how these findings constitute the DC Jail as one of 

the "worst" jails, particularly in light of the fact that COC representatives chose not to conduct 

an exit interview, as is standard following these reviews. Had any of these issues been a critical 

safety or health concern, then it would be reasonable to expect COC officials would have 

addressed these concerns immediately with jail administration rather than waiting nearly five 

months to highlight them in a report. 

In Dutchess County, we care about each and every individual in our care. That is why we are 

always seeking to improve our operations and why such an extraordinary amount of work and 

commitment is going into the new DCJTC, as well as all of the innovations we are undertaking in 

our criminal justice system. We have always valued our relationship with the COC and believe 

we have a strong partnership. However, to be classified with facilities such as Riker's Island and 

lambasted in a report listing the 5 "worst" jails is simply not a fair assessment. However, we 

move forward and hope we can count on you to be our partner in the completion of this 

tremendously important project. 

Sincerely, 

Adrian "Butch" Anderson 

Dutchess County Sheriff 

Marcus J. Molinaro 

Dutchess County Executive 




























