
Halloween COVID-19 Safety Guidelines  
Dutchess County Department of Behavioral & Community Health 

Trick-or-Treaters 
 

• If you feel sick, please stay home 

• Only trick-or-treat with people you live with 

• Stay 6 feet away from people you don’t know  

• Don’t touch your face, nose, or mouth 

• Don’t wear a costume mask unless you have a 
   snug-fitting proper face covering underneath it  
   and can breathe easily 
 

• Use hand sanitizer often 

• Before eating your candy, wash your hands  

Parents 
 

• If you feel sick, please stay home 

• Talk to your children about safety and social                                           
   distancing 
 

• Bring a flashlight if you’ll be out after dark  

• Encourage friends to hold drive-by events in  
   lieu of trick-or-treating 
 
• Ensure proper distancing as children walk   

• Wash your hands as soon as you return home  

• Make sure children unwrap candy then wash  
   their hands before eating it 

Homeowners 
 

• If you feel sick, please don’t hand out candy 

• Wear a face covering you answer the door 

• Wash your hands with soap and water or use  

   hand sanitizer before handing out candy  

• If you don’t feel safe handing out candy, you   
   can leave it in a bowl or turn off your lights 
 
• Mark off 6-foot lines leading to your front   
   Door 
 
• Instead of handing out candy, consider holding  
   a drive-by Halloween parade or leaving candy  
   outside on a disinfected table 

Halloween Parties 
 

• Instead of hosting a party, consider holding  
   a drive-by Halloween parade  
 
• If you host an in-person party: 

    • Limit guests to small groups of family and  
       friends; parties must be limited to 50 people 
 
    • Don’t let attendees take part if they have  
       COVID-19 symptoms or have been exposed  
       to someone with COVID-19 within 2 weeks 
  
    • Wear a face covering that covers your  
       mouth and nose 
 
    • Ask guests to physically distance 6 feet apart 
 
    • Clean and disinfect frequently touched  
       surfaces before and after the party 


