ership in Dutchess

Although established in 1683 as one of New York’s original

THE VAN KLEek HOMESTEAD
Courtesy of the Adriance Memorial Library

Built by Baltus Van Kleek in Poughkeepsie
in 1708, Dutchess County supervisors

twelve counties, the history of Dutchess County’s independent

ons ticher sl government began in 1713. For its first 30 years, the county’s
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frequently lodged here during their annual

meetings at the county courthouse. The
county seat lacked a regular hotel for

population was so small that the entire area (which included

lodging government officials until much

: ALy . . . later in th ry.
e, i i modern Putnam and portions of modern Columbia counties) B
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whose tenure in office marked the roots of executive government

DUNGEON IN THE DUTCHESS

in the county, focused his attention on reviewing the county . "
OUNTY COURTHOUSE

B Heni-Liingtin i’ no 0 My . SN 2l accounts and building a “County-House and Prison” as required Courtesy of the Dutchess County Historical Society

3: Jo‘-w R fv alviils l?’"! ¥ N This jail cell, photographed around 1901,

. k B usying o N l 1 ” 1 1 was part of the fourth county courthouse,
Fssnis Vappan for ek ./ Koy 1 by a July 1715 act of the colonial assembly. This building, the gl el gy uchous

ﬁ”‘/uﬁwhnt loe *. bly and the deed for the land hich
g . . . . . assem an € aeec or € landa upon whic
% BattiaVom _ first of five which have rested on the site still occupied today by che St oL i Y% cell o
] prisoners be permanently maintained in the

""" the county courthouse, would serve as a meeting place for the building. The current courthouse, completed

in 1902, still features jail cells to comply

with these agreements.

government and law courts while providing jail cells for prisoners.

1764 SUPERVISORS' MEETING The four subsequent county courthouses have stood on the same Tue Durcrgss “County-House”
PROCEEDINGS . . . . o Courtesy of the Dutchess County Clerk

Courtesy of the Dutchess County Clerk S1te. SGI‘VICCS bllled to the County lnCIUded kllllng W01V€S, ‘ By the time this map was drafted in 1804,
This page from the 1764. meeting of the Dutchess ‘ Dutchess County was on its third courthouse.
County Board of Supervisors shows the charges made rep rese Iltl ng th e County at th€ COlO n lal asse mbly, Cari ng fO r Built on the site of the current county courthouse,
against the county, including prosecuting criminals, this structure was completed in 1788 just in
representing the county in the colonial assembly, and 1 7 . . . | i host the New York Ratifying C i
‘0 Baltus Van Kleck for hosting the supervisors and travelers who fell ill within the county, laying out roads, confining | g Comennon
assessors. Victims of crimes were expected to bring cases burned in 1806.

to trial, rather than report them to the sheriff and have prlsoners) and brlnglng Crlmlnals to trlal.

the county proceed against the offender.




