
 

Dutchess County Agriculture and Farmland Protection Board 

Meeting Minutes 

 

April 2, 2024 

 

************************************************************************  

The Meeting was called to order by Mr. Collings at 7:00 pm.  

 

Roll Call 

Present: Vice Chair, Art Collings; Brian Scoralick; Ed Hackett; Catherine Weisse, Jennifer 

Fimbel; Eoin Wrafter; Harry Baldwin; Doug Giles; Andrew House; Matthew Sabellico; Ken 

Migliorelli 

Others Present: Erin Sommerville, Secretary 

Public Present: None 

 

A motion was made to approve the minutes of July 17, 2023 by Ed Hackett. Jennifer Fimbel 

seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Art Collings welcomed the new members to the Board.  

 

A motion was made by Brian Scoralick to nominate Matthew Sabellico as Chair, and Art 

Collings as Vice-Chair. Jennifer Fimbel seconded the motion. Motion carried. 

 

The meeting was turned over to Matthew Sabellico to run.  

 

The Board discussed that the minutes and agendas for meetings are available to the public on the 

Board’s page on the Dutchess County website. The Board has a Gmail account that is being 

monitored regularly.  

 

Dutchess Land Conservancy has made an application for the New York State Farmland 

Protection Implementation Grant Round 19 funding to purchase the development rights of 

Emerald Creek Farm, Marsh Farm, and Knapp Farm. In January, Dutchess Land Conservancy 

asked the Board if they would endorse the project. Due to deadline constraints, the Board held an 

electronic vote so the application could be sent in on time. 

Art Collings recused himself from the room. A motion to reaffirm the electronic vote endorsing 

the New York State Farmland Protection Implementation Grant Round 19 projects, was made by 

Brian Scoralick. A second was made by Eoin Wrafter. The motion was carried unanimously. Art 

Collings rejoined the meeting.   

 

Eoin Wrafter updated the Board that the 8-year Review process is complete. Roughly 4100 

parcels were included into the newly consolidated agricultural district 21.  

 

The Board discussed the 2024 Agricultural District Annual Inclusion. The open enrollment 

period is April 15th-May 14th. Eoin Wrafter reviewed the timeline for 2024. The Environment 

Committee of the Legislature would like to review the applications at their July 2024 meeting. 



 

The Board will meet on June 4th at the Farm and Home Center to review the applications and 

make recommendations. 

 

The Board reviewed goals for 2024. Jennifer Fimbel stated that in the past there have been 

webinars and forums held. An ag tour for elected officials was also discussed.  

 

The Ag Breakfast will be held at the Dutchess County Fairgrounds Building E, on April 11th at 

7:30 AM.  

 

A motion to adjourn at 8:02 PM was made by Doug Giles. Ken Migliorelli seconded. Meeting 

adjourned.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


