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Meeting Minutes 

Farm and Home Center, Millbrook NY 

June 7, 2022 

 
************************************************************************  
 

The Meeting was called to order by Mr. Pulver at 7:02 p.m. 

 

Roll Call 

Present: Chair, Gregg Pulver; Vice Chair, Art Collings; Brian Scoralick; Ed Hackett; Doug 

Giles, Pete Coon, Ed Hauser; Eoin Wrafter 

Others Present: Amy Cross, Secretary  

Public Present: None 
 

Communication and Announcements: None 
 

Reorganization for the year 2022: 

A motion was made by Ed Hackett to nominate Gregg Pulver as Chair of the board. Pete Coon 

seconded. All in favor. Motion Carried. 

 

A motion was made by Ed Hackett to nominate Art Collings as Vice-Chair of the board. Pete 
Coon seconded. All in favor. Motion Carried. 

 

A motion was made by Gregg Pulver to nominate Amy Cross as Secretary of the board. Eoin 

Wrafter seconded. All in favor. Motion Carried. 

 

Acceptance of Minutes from June 2, 2021- 

Ed Hauser made the motion to approve the Board minutes from June 2, 2021. Doug Giles 

seconded. Motion Carried 

 

Old Business- none 
 

New Business- The Board was reminded that the 8-year Agricultural District review will take 

place in 2023. County Planning and Soil and Water are collaborating to have a call- in meeting 

with NYS Ag and Markets on June 22, 2022 to review criteria and guidelines for the review. 
Board members are encouraged to join this call. 

Art Collings let the Board know that the Dutchess Land Conservancy will be working on RFP’s 
for the newly announced round of funding and will be approaching board for letters of interest. 

 

Annual Agriculture District Inclusion Process for Ag District 20, 21, 22, and 23- 
 

Mr. Pulver turned the meeting over to Brian Scoralick from Soil and Water Conservation District 

for the presentation of twenty-seven applications for the annual Agriculture District inclusion 

process. 



 

It was noted for the record that four of the twenty-seven parcels which applied are already 

enrolled in the district and will not need further consideration. 

 

A motion will need to be made and seconded to consider the parcels for recommendation. All 

must vote unanimously to include these parcels. 

 
Annual Agriculture District Applications and Inclusions 
 

District 20: 

 

Plain Property on South Cross Road, Staatsburg, District 20 

Owner: Roland Plain III 

Parcel Number: 6661-01-286799 -20 acres with statewide important soils and adjacent parcels in 

the District. 

Discussion: Owner has farm plan and is selling to local farmers markets. 

A motion was made by Ed Hackett and seconded by Doug Giles to recommend the parcel for 

inclusion in the Ag District. All members voted unanimously to include. Motion Carried. 

 

Pelletiere property on Morris Drive, Hyde Park, NY, District 20 

Owner: Sophia Pelletiere 

Parcel Number: 6165-02-690640 -113.68 acres with statewide important soils and adjacent 

parcels in the District. 

Discussion: Veteran owned farm operation with apiary and maple product production. A motion 

was made by Pete Coon and seconded by Ed Hauser to recommend the parcel for inclusion in the 

Ag District. All members voted unanimously to include. Motion Carried. 
 

Factor Property on Ruskey Lane, Pleasant Valley, District 20 

Owner: Eliza Factor 

Parcel Number: 6266-04-902046 -28.95 acres with prime soils and statewide important soils and 

adjacent parcels in the District. 

Discussion: Property used as farm to table operation, raising vegetables, poultry and herbs and 

offering farm stay lodging. 

A motion was made by Art Collings and seconded by Doug Giles to recommend the parcel for 

inclusion in the Ag District. All members voted unanimously to include. Motion Carried. 
 

Out on the Farm LLC Property on Route 44, Pleasant Valley, District 20 

Owner: Matt Swanson 

Parcel Number: 6464-04-525040 -85.1 acres 

Discussion: Open land and woodland. Growing Christmas trees and tree stock. Receiving an 

agricultural value assessment on property. 

A motion was made by Eoin Wrafter and seconded by Doug Giles to recommend the parcel for 

inclusion in the Ag District. All members voted unanimously to include. Motion Carried. 

  



Russell property on Route 308, Rhinebeck, District 20 

Owner: Edward Russell 

Parcel Number: 6371-00-423606- 5.93 acres with adjacent parcels in District. Property is comprised 

of Statewide Important and Prime Soils. 

Discussion: Parcel is reported to be used for sugar bush, horse breeding and beef cattle. Property 

does not meet all criteria for inclusion. 

A motion was made by Brian Scoralick and seconded by Ed Hackett to recommend the parcel for 

inclusion in the Ag District. Members did not unanimously vote to recommend inclusion. The 

motion was denied. 

 
 

Freedman Property on Cedar Heights Road, Rhinebeck, District 20 

Owner: Morris Freedman 

Parcel Number: 6731-00-003190 -14.98 acres with prime farmland soils and adjacent parcels in 

the District. 

Discussion: Parcel is actively farmed including hay and livestock. 

A motion was made by Ed Hackett and seconded by Gregg Pulver to recommend the parcel for 

inclusion in the Ag District. All members voted unanimously to include. Motion Carried. 

 
 

Lopane Property on Jerry Lane, Amenia, District 21 

Owner: Joseph Lopane 

Parcel Number: 7265-00-159325 -11.07 acres with statewide important soils and adjacent parcels in 

the District. 

Discussion: Open land and woodland. Contiguous to larger nursery stock farm operation. A 

motion was made by Pete Coon and seconded by Ed Hauser to recommend the parcel for 

inclusion in the Ag District. All members voted unanimously to include. Motion Carried. 
 

Lopane Property on Amenia Union Road, Amenia, District 21 

Owner: Joseph Lopane 

Parcel Number: 7266-00-301015 – 112.16 acres with prime farmland soils and statewide 

important soils and adjacent parcels in the District. 

Discussion: Land used to grow nursery stock and part of an active farm operation. 

A motion was made by Pete Coon and seconded by Ed Hauser to recommend the parcel for 

inclusion in the Ag District. All members voted unanimously to include. Motion Carried. 
 

Lopane Property on Bog Hollow Road, Amenia, District 21 

Owner: Joseph Lopane 

Parcel Number: 7165-00-965318 – 41.14 acres with prime farmland and statewide important 

soils and adjacent parcels in the District. 

Discussion: Land used to grow nursery stock and part of an active farm operation. 

A motion was made by Pete Coon and seconded by Ed Hauser to recommend the parcel for 

inclusion in the Ag District. All members voted unanimously to include. Motion Carried. 

  



Lopane Property on Bog Hollow Road, Amenia, District 21 

Owner: Joseph Lopane 

Parcel Number: 7265-00-067300 -16.554 acres with prime farm soils and statewide important 

soils and adjacent parcels in the District. 

Discussion: Open land and woodland. Contiguous to larger nursery stock farm operation. A 

motion was made by Pete Coon and seconded by Ed Hauser to recommend the parcel for 

inclusion in the Ag District. All members voted unanimously to include. Motion Carried. 
 

Johnson Property on Haight Road, North East, District 21 

Owner: Dennis Johnson 

Parcel Number: 7168-00-651871 -5.5 acres with prime farmland soils and adjacent parcels in the 

District. 

Discussion: Property contiguous to larger farm operation, housing barn complexes, vegetables and 

orchards. 

A motion was made by Eoin Wrafter and seconded by Pete Coon to recommend the parcel for 

inclusion in the Ag District. All members voted unanimously to include. Motion Carried. 
 

Palinkas Property on Route 44, Washington, District 21 

Owner: Jason Palinkas 

Parcel Number: 6865-00-838613 -12.57 acres with statewide important soils and adjacent parcels in 

the District. 

Discussion: Property of former operating farm, new owner will continue to farm as well as sell 

wood products 

A motion was made by Ed Hackett and seconded by Pete Coon to recommend the parcel for 

inclusion in the Ag District. Art Collings and Doug Giles Abstained from voting. All members 

voted unanimously to include. Motion Carried. 

 

Bontecou Property on Shunpike Washington, District 21 

Owner: Gayle Bontecou 

Parcel Number: 6867-00-549156 -248 acres with prime farmland soils and statewide important 

soils and adjacent parcels in the District. 

Discussion: Parcel was in the Ag district as larger farm operation but was recently subdivided. 

Property is leased for active farming. 

A motion was made by Ed Hackett and seconded by Ed Hauser to recommend the parcel for 

inclusion in the Ag District. Art Collings abstained from voting. All members voted unanimously 

to include. Motion Carried. 

 

AFARM LLC Property on Shunpike, Washington, District 21 

Owner: Ruth Bontecou 

Parcel Number: 6866-00-621738- 174.06 acres of with prime farmland soils and statewide 

important soil and adjacent parcels in District. 

Discussion: Parcel was in the Ag district as larger farm operation but was recently subdivided. 

Property is leased for active farming. 

A motion was made by Eoin Wrafter and seconded by Doug Giles to recommend the parcel for 

inclusion in the Ag District. 

All members voted unanimously to include. Motion Carried. 



Wirth Property on Binnewater Road, East Fishkill, District 22 

Owner: Matthew Wirth 

Parcel Number: 6456-01-058549- 8.4 acres of with some statewide important soil with no 

adjacent parcels in District. 

Discussion: Progress has been made at this site with active poultry operation with commercial 

contracts and plans to move forward. Discussion that this parcel is within a residential area with 

no adjacent lots in the District. 

A motion was made by Art Collings to recommend the parcel for inclusion in the Ag District. 

Brian Scoralick seconded. 

Members did not unanimously vote to recommend inclusion. Motion denied. 

 
 

Koehler property on Route 52, Hopewell Junction, District 22 

Owner: David Koehler 

Parcel Number: 6656-00-364520 -12.93 acres with adjacent parcels in the District. 

Discussion: Wooded parcel that abuts land currently farmed. No important soils and not 

currently farmed. A motion was made by Art Collings to recommend the parcel for inclusion in 

the Ag District.  Eoin Wrafter seconded. 

Members did not unanimously vote to recommend inclusion. Motion denied. 

 

Matute Property on Kendell Drive, Wappingers Falls, District 22 

Owner: Jose Matute 

Parcel Number: 6257-04-559400- 6.37 acres of with statewide important soil and adjacent 

parcels in District. 

Discussion: Owner states there are plans for a vertical hydroponic grow operation on this parcel, but 

no activity at this time. 

A motion was made by Eoin Wrafter to recommend the parcel for inclusion in the Ag District. 

Pete Coon seconded. 

Members did not unanimously vote to recommend inclusion. Motion denied. 
 

Lime Ridge Farms Inc Property on Beekman Poughquag Road, Beekman, District 23 

Owner: Peter Barton 

Parcel Number: 6758-00-170733 -3.86 acres with prime farmland and statewide important soils 

and adjacent parcels in the District. 

Discussion: Property sites original farm house that was recently purchased back by the farm. 

Plans for a farm stand to support larger farm operation adjacent to parcel. Currently acts as 

buffer land. 

A motion was made by Art Collings and seconded by Doug Giles to recommend the parcel for 

inclusion in the Ag District. All members voted unanimously to include. Motion Carried. 
 

Scott Property on Depot Hill Road, Beekman, District 23 

Owner: Charles Scott 

Parcel Number: 6758-00-846042- 21.85 acres of with some statewide important soil and adjacent 

parcels in District. 

Discussion: Parcel not actively being farmed and no farm plan presented to the Board 



A motion was made by Ed Hackett to recommend the parcel for inclusion in the Ag District. 

Gregg Pulver seconded. 

Members did not unanimously vote to recommend inclusion. Motion denied. 

 

Bulfamante Property on Dover Furnace Road, Dover, District 23 

Owner: Anthony Bulfamante 

Parcel Number: 7062-00-360154 -23.5 acres with statewide important soils and adjacent parcels 

in the District. 

Discussion: Very small area of important soils and completely wooded. Was once part of a larger 

farm operation but not currently farmed. 

A motion was made by Pete Coon and seconded by Doug Giles to recommend the parcel for 

inclusion in the Ag District. Members did not unanimously vote to recommend inclusion. Motion 

denied. 

 

Bulfamante Property on NYS Route 22, Dover, District 23 

Owner: Anthony Bulfamante 

Parcel Number: 7061-00-540827 -55.304 acres with prime farmland and statewide important soils 

and adjacent parcels in the District. 

Discussion: Property was part of an old mine operation. Not presented as actively farmed. 

A motion was made by Ed Hauser and seconded by Art Collings to recommend the parcel for 

inclusion in the Ag District. Members did not unanimously vote to recommend inclusion. Motion 

denied. 
 

Struzzieri Property on Wingdale Mountain Road, Union Vale, District 23 

Owner: Leah Struzzieri 

Parcel Number: 6860-00-432277 -5.2 acres with statewide important soils. 

Discussion: Property has been used as a horse farm for many years. Has an Agricultural 

Assessment. 

A motion was made by Ed Hauser and seconded by Peter coon to recommend the parcel for 

inclusion in the Ag District. All members voted unanimously to include. Motion Carried. 

 

Tree of Life, LLC Property on NYS Route 55, Union Vale, District 23 

Owner: Robert Ritter 

Parcel Number: 6660-00-183585- 4.81 acres of with statewide important soil and adjacent parcels 

in District. 

Discussion: Property is not actively farmed and no plan presented to the Board. 

A motion was made by Ed Hackett to recommend the parcel for inclusion in the Ag District. Doug 

Giles seconded. 

Members did not unanimously vote to recommend inclusion. Motion denied. 

 

Brian Scoralick presented a timeline to the Board to document the progression of activities 

completed by the Board throughout a yearly timespan. He asked for comments or additions to the 

timeline. 

 

It was announced that Thursday, July 7th, 2022 will be committee day at the Legislature, the 

meeting starts at 5:30. The full Legislature will consider inclusions on Monday, July 11th, 2022 



at 7 p.m.; it will include the public hearing on the Annual Inclusion process at which 

time interested parties can speak to the Legislature about their applications. 

 

Next Meeting: To Be Determined 

A motion was made by Ed Hackett and seconded by Brian Scoralick and carried unanimously to 

adjourn at 8:15 p.m. 

 
 

Respectfully Submitted Amy M Cross 


