Dutchess County Agriculture and Farmland Protection
Board

Meeting Minutes

July 23, 2024
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The Meeting was called to order by Art Collings at 7:04 pm.

Roll Call

Present: Vice Chair, Art Collings; Brian Scoralick; Ed Hackett; Eoin Wrafter; Doug Giles;
Andrew House

Others Present: Erin Sommerville, Secretary, Clayton Gurnett

Public Present: None

A motion was made to approve the minutes of June 4", 2024 by Eoin Wrafter. Andrew House
seconded. Motion carried.

The Board discussed the 2024 Ag Forum that is to be held at the Dutchess County Fair on
Thursday August 22", Brian Scoralick asked if anyone had ideas for a speaker. Eoin Wrafter
asked everyone to email any ideas they come up with after the meeting. Andrew House asked
Brian Scoralick to review what the forum is. Brian Scoralick explained that the intention of the
forum is to give a status of agriculture in County and provide a time for producers to ask
questions of the DCAFPB and other agencies within the County.

Brian Scoralick informed the Board of the status of the Agricultural District Application Process.
The Legislature’s Environmental Committee reviewed the applications, and a few people had
reached out and were directed to speak to the Legislature at the Public Hearing. Five landowners
spoke at the Public Hearing and the topic was tabled until the next meeting. The Legislature sent
questions to the DCAFPB about the parcels that were brought up in the Public Hearing and
parcels that landowners had reached out about. Brian Scoralick stated that many of the
landowners added new information that was not in the original application. The Board reviewed
the applications, including the new information that was received, to determine their
recommendations for inclusion in the Agricultural District.

1. Stephen D. Turner Jr., Beekman- Parcel # 6759-00-854176-0000
a. Brian Scoralick stated that the landowner has been clearing and opening land to
put in pastures, and is adding infrastructure for maple syrup, bees and chickens.
Ed Hackett made a motion to recommend the parcel for inclusion into the
agricultural district. Andrew House seconded the motion. All were in favor.

2. Devin Besze, Clinton — Parcel # 6368-00-286200-0000
a. Brian Scoralick reviewed that the landowner has put in a road with a hammer and
wants to have livestock and a tree farm. The Board discussed that the property has



steeps slopes, is densely wooded, has no Statewide Important Soils, and a small
amount of Prime Soils. Doug Giles made a motion to recommend rejecting the
parcel. Eoin Wrafter seconded. All were in favor. The Board followed up that the
landowner should apply again.

3. 435 Realty Group of Hyde Park LL.C, Hyde Park — Parcel # 6164-02-706839-0000

a.

The parcel was recently purchased, and the landowner stated at the public hearing
that they will be tearing out the golf course and want to put the property back into
agriculture. They are a start up operation. The Board reviewed the recording of
the public hearing and the landowner stated that they have begun to hay and want
to have cattle and horses. Doug Giles made a motion to recommend rejecting the
parcel. Ed Hackett seconded. All were in favor. The Board stated the landowner
should apply next year.

4. Edward A. Russell, Rhinebeck — Parcel # 6371-00-423606-0000

a.

Brian Scoralick stated that at the June DCAFPB meeting the Board had
recommended the parcel for inclusion. The landowner uses other properties that
are in the agricultural district and uses this parcel for his farm stand. The property
has some Prime and Statewide Important soils. Art Collings requested that a roll
call vote be held. A motion was made by Andrew House to not include the parcel
in the agricultural district. Art Collings seconded. Ayes: Andrew House, Art
Collings, Doug Giles, Ed Hackett. Nays: Brian Scoralick, Eoin Wrafter.

The recommendation is to reject the parcel for inclusion.

5. Obercreek Development LLC, Wappinger — Parcel # 6057-02-847758-0000

a.

Brian Scoralick stated that there was a lot line adjustment after the 8-year review
which resulted in the property being removed from the agricultural district. The
landowner reached out to the Board prior to the June meeting to try and rectify
this. The landowner has 3 parcels but only the larger 20.04-acre parcel (lot #
847758) is being reviewed. Art Collings recused himself from the discussion and
vote as DLC is involved with the properties. A motion was made by Ed Hackett to
include the parcel in the agricultural district. Seconded by Andrew House. Art
Collings abstained. All others were in favor

6. Kolb/Urciuoli (Crawford), Wappinger- Parcels 756082 and 826136

a.

Mr. Kolb attended the public hearing and stated that they have recently purchased
the Crawford parcel (lot # 826136) and it was just closed on. They have gardens
and greenhouses on parcel 756082. They are also running Community farming on
the Carnwath Property (they lease town property). The Board discussed. Andrew
House suggested reviewing the public hearing recording.

A motion was made by Ed Hacket to recommend including both parcels in the
agricultural district. Seconded by Art Collings. Five Board members were in
favor, Eoin Wrafter abstained.

7. Diddell Development Corp, Wappinger- Parcels 6359-00659517-0000 and 6057-04-
826136-0000.



a. The landowner spoke at the public hearing. The properties were removed in the 8-
year review, but the landowner thought they had been put back in after the 2023
Public Hearing. Since then, the landowner has put in greenhouses, pasture,
livestock fencing, and stables. A motion was made by Ed Hackett to recommend
both parcels for inclusion in the agricultural district. Seconded by Art Collings.
All were in favor.

Eoin Wrafter stated that he is working on creating a better application for next year, so the board
receives better information from the landowners.

Brian Scoralick stated that there is not currently a date set for the next meeting. He will reach out
regarding the Ag Forum. Eoin stated that there are over 300 people on the invite list.

The next meeting will likely be in the fall.

Brian Scoralick asked if DLC has any upcoming applications that will need to be reviewed by
the Board. Art Collings did not believe there were any currently.

A motion was made by Andrew House to adjourn the meeting at 8:27 PM. Seconded by Doug
Giles. All in favor.

Landowner Town Swis Parcel # Acres | DCAFPB
Recommendation
Stephen D. Turner Jr. Beekman 132200 | 6759-00- 17.5 | The Board
854176 recommended
including the
parcel.
Devin Besze Clinton 132400 | 6368-00- 7.7 The Board
286200 recommended
rejecting the
parcel.
435 Realty Group of Hyde | Hyde Park | 133200 | 6164-02- 77.14 | The Board
Park LLC 706839 recommended
rejecting the
parcel.




Edward A Russell Rhinebeck | 135089 | 6371-00- 5.93 | The Board
423606 recommended
rejecting the
parcel.
Obecreek Development Wappinger | 135689 | 6057-02- 20.04 | The Board
LLC 847758 recommended
including the
parcel.
Courtney Urciuoli Wappinger | 135689 | 6057-04- 6 The Board
756082 recommended
including the
parcel.
David S. Crawford Wappinger | 135689 | 6057-04- 2.13 | The Board
826136 recommended
including the
parcel.
Diddell Development Wappinger | 135689 | 6359-02- 2 The Board
Corporation 659517 recommended
including the
parcel.
Diddell Development Wappinger | 135689 | 6359-04- 27.2 | The Board
Corporation 695420 recommended
including the

parcel.




