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This past year was a great one for walking and bicycling in Dutchess County. The
Dutchess Rail Trail was completed and connected to the Walkway Over the Hudson,
creating more than 13 miles of continuous shared-use trail. The first shared-lane
markings (sharrows) in the county were installed in the City of Beacon, followed by
the Village of Pawling and the Town of Amenia, increasing awareness (by both
bicyclists and drivers) of bicyclists’ right to ride in the travel lane. And the Town of
Fishkill adopted the first Complete Streets policy in the county, affirming the Town’s
commitment to provide safe, comfortable, and convenient travel for all users—
whether on foot, bicycle, in a bus or in a car—in the planning, design, and operation
of its streets.
We know that residents and visitors
value walking and bicycling. The success
of the Walkway (700,000+ annual users
and over $24 million in economic impact
each year in Dutchess and Ulster
counties), the popularity of the Dutchess
and Harlem Valley rail trails and the
investments occurring in our most
walkable village and city centers
demonstrate the power of walk- and
bicycle-friendly communities.
The final draft update to the Bicycle and
Pedestrian Plan is here—and we want
your comments! The Plan builds upon the
County’s first Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan
(1996) and the 2011 long-range
Metropolitan Transportation Plan, Moving
Dutchess.

Share Your Thoughts
Please review the draft plan and let
us know what you think. The public
comment period runs from January
15th through February 14th.
Comments can be submitted in
several ways:





Email the PDCTC
Fax: 845-486-3610
Phone: 845-486-3600
Regular mail to:
PDCTC
27 High Street, 2nd Floor
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601

Survey Results
A 2013 public opinion survey, which received over 1,300 responses, clearly
demonstrates residents’ desire to walk and bicycle. When asked, “If equally good
facilities existed, how would you prefer to travel (by bicycle, walking, public transit,
or car)?” almost 50 percent of respondents said they would prefer to walk or bike to
work, and 55 percent would prefer to walk or bike to local errands or shopping. Over
80 percent would prefer to walk or bike to parks and recreation and close to 60
percent would prefer to walk or bike to school.

However, many communities currently lack the sidewalks, shared-use paths, paved
road shoulders, and other facilities that allow safe walking and bicycling for these
everyday trips. Almost 50 percent of those who responded to the survey were
somewhat or very dissatisfied with how their community is designed for walking, and
almost 70 percent were somewhat or very dissatisfied with how their community is
designed for bicycling.

A New Vision
The Plan establishes this vision:
In Dutchess County, walking and bicycling
will be part of daily life, providing safe and
convenient transportation and recreation.
The Plan aims to address the gap between
our desire to make walking and bicycling
part of everyday life, and the current
limitations of our built environment. The
Plan is intended to serve as a resource for
local municipalities by summarizing design
guidelines, analyzing data, highlighting
best practices, recommending projects,
and identifying funding sources and
implementation steps to make walking and
bicycling safer, more convenient forms of
transportation and recreation in Dutchess
County.

Beacon installed Dutchess County’s first
“sharrows” (shared lane markings) in 2013.

Specific Projects to Improve Walking and Bicycling
The Planning Area chapters of the Plan (see draft Chapters 5.1–5.5) include over 100
specific project ideas to make walking and bicycling a safer, more convenient part of
everyday life in our county. These include new sidewalks and crosswalks; road
shoulder improvements; shared-use paths and trails; sharrows, bicycle lanes, and
bicycle boulevards; traffic calming; specific studies; and others.
A sample of these project ideas, organized by location, includes:
Amenia & North East: Extend the Harlem Valley Rail Trail south to the Wassaic
hamlet and north to Columbia County.
Beacon: Install additional bicycle parking along Main Street and at key
destinations.
East Fishkill: Install sidewalks on Route 376 and Route 82 to connect the

Dutchess Rail Trail to the Hopewell recreation center, library, Town Hall, and
Gayhead Elementary School.
Hyde Park: Develop a demonstration project for bicycle lanes on a County road
with sufficient right-of-way, using St. Andrews Road (CR 40A).
Pawling: Install sidewalks on Route 22, Reservoir Road, and Wagner Drive to
connect the Village of Pawling to the Pawling Middle/High School campus.
Pleasant Valley: Fill sidewalk gaps and improve pedestrian crossings on Main

Street (Route 44) in the Town Center.
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Poughkeepsie (City): Implement the

City’s bicycle route network (which is
codified in the City’s code) with
sharrows, bicycle lanes, bicycle
boulevards, or simply as shared lanes.
Poughkeepsie (City & Town):

Redesign the Smith Street/Creek
Road/Little George Street intersection
and install sidewalks along Creek Road
to improve walking access to Dutchess
Community College.

Red Hook: Widen shoulders on Route

199 between Route 9G and the Village
line to improve bicycle access between
the Town, Bard College, and the
Village of Red Hook.

Volunteer members of the Bicycle Pedestrian
Advisory Committee (BPAC) helped develop this
list of specific projects to improve walking and
bicycling in Dutchess County.

The Plan includes detailed design guidelines with accompanying graphics such as this one,
which shows buffered bicycle lanes, curb extensions, and a mid-block crosswalk with a
pedestrian refuge.
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Long-term Goals
The Plan sets ambitious goals to improve walking and bicycling in Dutchess County by
2040. These include:
 Double the length of shared-use path in the county, from 25 to 50 miles.
 Build over 50 miles of sidewalks (from 435 to 486 miles).
 Install 20 miles of on-street bicycle facilities (bicycle lanes, sharrows, and
bicycle boulevards).
 Add bicycle parking racks at 500 key destinations.
 Increase walking trips from 8.5% of all trips to 15%.
 Increase trips by bicycle from less than 1% of all trips to 5%.
 Pass a Complete Streets policy in each municipality in the county.
 Increase the number of Walk to School Day and Bike to School Day events
from 4 per year to 20.

Next Steps
Funding for implementation is a critical constraint. While the Plan does identify
potential funding sources, it does not provide any funding. Given this limitation, the
project ideas should be recognized as recommendations only. They are intended to
help municipalities and other agencies identify priorities, refine project ideas, and
develop applications for federal, state, and other funding programs. Since the facility
owner(s) will ultimately decide whether or not to implement a project, the Plan
cannot and is not intended to require specific action by any municipality or agency.

Share Your Thoughts
Please review the draft plan and let us know what you think – see inset above for
details. Comments will be summarized and responded to in an Appendix to the Plan
and through edits to the draft text where needed. Thank you in advance for your
feedback!

More Information
PDCTC Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan website
Related Plan On It eNewsletters:
 Building Bicycle Networks, February 2013
 Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan Update, October 2012
 Complete Streets, June 2012

Click here to view past issues of Plan On It.
This newsletter was developed by the Dutchess County Department of Planning and Development, in
conjunction with the Dutchess County Planning Federation.
To be removed from our mailing list, send an “UNSUBSCRIBE” email to DCPlanningFederation@dutchessny.gov. Please include your name and email address in the message.
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