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Overview

m What's the issue with Single-use
Plastics? What solutions are
available?

m Dutchess Single-use Plastic Pollution
Prevention Campaign Structure

m Collaboration with CACs

Dutchess County Chamber of Commerce, 2019




Single-use Plastics (SUPs)

Kerry Russell, Dutchess County Division of Solid Waste Management

m Designed with the intention to be thrown away after a single use

m Many of these items are non-recyclable and sometimes are “wish-
cycled”




Image provided by Sims Recycling
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The Ocean Cleanup (2019) https://balloonsblow.org/photo-gallery/




The Ocean Cleanup (2019)




Think Global, Act Local...

m New Yorkers use more than 23 billion plastic bagsa &
year (approx. 1,000 bags per person annually) i E Ly 1
\ Yl

m Studies conducted in 2008 and 2013 by the Fall

Kill Watershed Community and Hudson River Sloop Sﬂuﬂci

Clearwater found that plastic debris made up nearly

40%of the trash found in the Fall Kill creek ASS-@\SME"T
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There are Solutions....

m REDUCE, reuse, recycle (stop using SUPs where
feasible)

m Federal, state and local legislation

(prohibits the use of polystyrene foam
disposable food service ware)

(Regulates use of plastic bags)
- Plastic Free Hudson River Act

m  Community Education



http://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/50034.html
https://www.dutchessny.gov/DutchessCountyPublicAccess/Resolutions/PDFProvider.ashx?action=PDFStream&docID=AZzq2rmMCPyKDbVDDKtyAELzg9yGXso1vhOr3zla4/z68lAZkqUkmUcksExDxq9vEaBtc7Mp8tbDuo4pywWol%2bE%3d&chksum=a4f3421434b4823449fb2b8720abc7c1&docName=Resolution%2b2017180%2b(10/10/2017);%2bStatus:%2bADOPTED;%2bCategory:%2bENVIRONMENT%2b-%2bLOCAL%2bLAW%2b-%2bBEHAVIORAL%2bAND%2bCOMMUNITY%2bHLTH/MENTAL%2bHYGIENE/HLTH&PromptToSave=False&ViewerMode=0
https://www.dutchessny.gov/DutchessCountyPublicAccess/Resolutions/PDFProvider.ashx?action=PDFStream&docID=AWjvyGjB7Syn%2bLa/WhE1JTj/IR1DipwrnaZWeKCdGpmMJSJR5%2b612IEdlhjsgGMGFQnaQ7zHOm0eIBTm0HgwGQc%3d&chksum=a0b926026e89b8ff0a14f0122ecc97bc&docName=Resolution%2b2018298%2b(12/6/2018);%2bStatus:%2bADOPTED;%2bCategory:%2bENVIRONMENT%2b-%2bLOCAL%2bLAW%2b-%2bBEHAVIORAL%2bAND%2bCOMMUNITY%2bHLTH/MENTAL%2bHYGIENE/HLTH&PromptToSave=False&ViewerMode=0
https://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/116113.html
https://www.nysar3.org/page/helpful-links-47.html
https://www.nysar3.org/page/reusable-bag-reminders-171.html
https://www.rit.edu/affiliate/nysp2i/resources
https://www.epa.gov/trash-free-waters

NYS Bag Waste Reduction Law

m Starts March 1, 2020

m Encourages use of reusable bags (washable, designed for multiple uses i.e. cloth/canvas bags)

- “Has a minimum thickness of 10 mils for bags made of petroleum-based or non-
petroleum-based low-density polyethylene (LDPE) or high-density polyethylene (HDPE) or
other plastic material of petroleum or non-petroleum origin”

m Stores are not required to have bags available for customers

| AIIIpIastic carryout bags (other than exempt bags) banned from anyone required to collect NYS
sales tax

— Store;s_ covered under act still required to collect plastic bags and other film plastics for
recycling

- Cities & counties authorized to adopt five-cent paper carry-out bag reduction fee for
paper bags (charged to consumers)

m  Five-cent fee exempt for SNAP and WIC recipients

------

NYSDEC


http://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/50034.html

“Exempt Bags”

| Used solely to contain or wrap uncooked meat, fish, seafood, poultry, or other unwrapped food, flower, or plant item;

m Used by a customer solely to package items from bulk containers, including fruits, vegetables, grains, candy, small hardware items
(such as nuts, bolts, and screws), live fish, or live insects;

m Used solely to contain food sliced or prepared to order;

[ Used solely to contain a newspaper for delivery to a subscriber;

m  Sold in bulk quantities to a consumer at the point of sale that were specifically prepackaged in a manner to allow for bulk sale (for
example, quantities of bags prepackaged in individual pre-sealed boxes) or prepackaged in individual boxes or containers for sale
to a customer;

m Sold as a trash bag;

m Sold as a food storage bag, such as those in snack, sandwich, quart, and gallon sizes;

| Used as a garment bag, such as those used by a dry cleaner or laundry service;

| Provided by a restaurant, tavern, or similar food service establishment, as defined in the state sanitary code, to carry out or deliver
food;

| Provided by a pharmacy to carry prescription drugs;
m Areusable bag, as that term is defined in proposed Part 351 draft regulations; or

m Afilm plastic bag for which there is no reasonable or practical alternative for storing, containing or transporting items, as
determined by the department.




PLASTIC BAG ¢ @mﬂ
NYSDEC Recycle Right ~ BANEET i

take your reusable bags along too!

Campaign iw

m 12-month public outreach campaign to address current stressors to the recycling HYSDEC
industry through consistent and standardized (but customizable) messaging

m Free downloadable social media post content, images, short paragraphs for articles,
etc.

m Focuses on one topic per month (i.e. January 2020 Bring Your Own Bag)

- Top 12 topics identified by recycling stakeholders
- Other topics include wishcycling, tanglers, textiles, Single-use Plastics


https://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/116113.html

SUPNY!

Most Single Use Plastic cannot go

into your household recycling.”

Single

Use \
Plastic =
includes:

41#RecycleRightNY i

*Check your local recycling program rules

NYSDEC







Dutchess S.U.P.P.P. Campaign

Community “Train the
Trainer” Education: Local Business Workshops

CAC-EMC Roundtable

« EMC and CACs take the  Learn about SUPs, discuss
campaign “on the road” challenges and strategies for
with the Display Board plastic pollution prevention

e Share community « Sign pledge to reduce or
education resources to eliminate SUPs and join the
learn more and take Campaign effort

action!




Community Education - Collaboratlon

with CACs

m Join the campaign (get
- Share information on social media

- Encourage local business participation in Business

Workshops

m Share information through tabling events
-  Community days/fairs
- Table outside grocery stores
- Earth Day events
— Other ideas?

m Participate in litter clean-ups (

- Borrow the display board to educate at clean-up event

Cornell
Cooperat
Extensior

site)

&/ Dutchess County



https://climatesmart.ny.gov/actions-certification/actions/#open/action/65
https://www.riverkeeper.org/news-events/events/9th-annual-riverkeeper-sweep/

Handouts for BRING YOUR

Tabling Events: OWNBAG
&

NEW YORKERS USE MORE THAN

m NYSDEC Recycle Right guidance document 23 BILLION PLASTIC BAGS A YEAR.

m NYS BYO Bag Tip Sheet (English & Spanish) \’{ ‘
lsl :
ST A,

m NYSDEC Recycling Resources Eill‘ligml[

m Dutchess County Recycling Information

Are used an average Have a longer

. . of 12 minutes useful life

. NYSAR3 Grocery Shopplng CheCk“St Take 500+ years Conserve natural
to break down resources
Harm fish and Don't harm fish
wildlife and wildlife
Take up valuable Lead to greater
landfill space waste reduction
Clog machinery at Don't persist in
recycling facilities the environment

as litter

*Visit Campaign Webpage and follow CCE
Dutchess County on Facebook to stay up-to-date!

NEW | Department of
STATE Environmental n ! I
Conservation

www.dec.ny.gov

TRAIGA SU
PROPIA BOLSA

A PARTIR DEL 1 DE MARZO DE 2020, NYS
PROHIBIRA EL USO DE BOLSAS PLASTICAS

LOS NEOYORQUINOS USAN MAS DE 23 MIL
MILLONES DE BOLSAS PLASTICAS AL ANO.

PL l%ls BOLSAS
EUNS REUTILIZABLES
uso

Sul uso promedio es de Tienen una vida Gtill mas
12 minutos prolongada

Tardan més de 500 afios | Conservan los recursos
en desintegrarse naturales

Dafian alos pecesyala No dafian a los peces nl

vida slivestre a la vida slivestre
Ocupan espacio valioso Dan lugar a una mayor
en los vertederos de reduccién de deshechos
basura

No perduran como
Obstruyen la maquinaria | basura en el ambiente
de las Instalaclones de
reciclaje

CONECTESE CON NOSOTROS
mn Department of
sTATE | Environmental
Conservation

www.dec.ny.gov




http://ccedutchess.org/environment/dutches
S-S-U-p-p-p-campaign

Each tiny piece can make
the difference

Thank youl!

Questions?
Mg822@cornell.edu Dutchess S.U.P.P.P

Single-Use Plastic Pollut

DUTCHESS SINGLE USE PLASTIC POLUTION PREVENTIgN



http://ccedutchess.org/environment/dutchess-s-u-p-p-p-campaign
mailto:Mg822@cornell.edu

