
If you are looking to refresh your wardrobe in the new year, unwanted items can be donated to a local 
donation center. As long as they are clean, dry and odorless, most textiles can be reused or recycled 
through specific donation and collection programs. Reusable clothing is thrifted and goes to people in 
need. Other items are recycled and made into fiber for new products like carpet padding, home            
insulation, and raw material for the automotive industry.  Be sure to research the donation center’s     
criteria for acceptance beforehand to help you sort through items. Never put these items in your home 
recycling bin. Tossing your unwanted clothing into your regular household recycling bin creates major  
issues for the recycling facilities.  Click here for a donation location near you! 

Renew Your Recycling Commitment In 2021! 

Start 2021 off with waste reduction and recycling practices in mind! A few simple changes can have a    
positive impact on your local recycling program. Before you throw an item in the trash, take a second to 
search some alternative ways to use or manage it. Can it be reused? Can it be donated? By learning what 
can and can’t be recycled, you can help keep items that cause contamination out of the recycling stream.   

A common recycling stream contaminant after the 
holiday season are string lights. Please remember, 
and remind your family and friends, that string 
lights do not belong in your recycling bin. These 
strands get tangled around equipment at the       
recycling facility, which can be dangerous for    
workers, expensive to remove, and it also slows 
down the recycling operation.  

January is also the time when you might find yourself wondering what to do with that Christmas tree.  
We have put this list together for you of municipalities and transfer stations that offer a holiday tree 
collection or recycling program. Many offer this service free of charge and turn your tree into mulch or 
compost! 

solidwastemgmt@dutchessny.gov www.dutchessny.gov/solidwaste 

https://www.nysar3.org/textile_recovery_locations.php
https://www.dutchessny.gov/Departments/Solid-Waste-Management/Docs/Christmas-tree-disposal-2020.pdf

