
2021 Pedestrian/Bicycle Counts – Summary 

Data Collection 

Volunteer Counts: This year, volunteers conducted 51 counts at 36 different locations: 32 counts at 
street screenlines (at 22 different locations), 8 counts at intersections (at 5 different locations), and 11 
counts at rail trail screenlines (at 9 different locations). The Walkway Over the Hudson also conducted 8 
counts at 4 locations along the Walkway, for a grand total of 59 counts at 40 different locations—our 
highest ever! Volunteer counts occurred in 17 municipalities, with the most counts taking place in the 
City of Poughkeepsie (15) and Town of Poughkeepsie (15), followed by the City of Beacon (4). 

Video & Tube Counts: A contractor for DCTC conducted pedestrian/bicycle counts on seven streets and 
at one intersection, as well as on 17 trail sections: 5 sections of the new Maybrook Trail (Empire State 
Trail south of Hopewell), 8 sections of the Harlem Valley Rail Trail, and 4 sections of the Dutchess Rail 
Trail. The trail counts were done in August and street counts were done in the fall, but the data was not 
available in time for this report. 

2021 Results (Volunteer Counts)  

External factors: Weather this year was generally good and did not seem to affect counts. The ongoing 
COVID pandemic seems to have had less of an impact this year than in 2020. While some people are 
working from home, most people are not avoiding city and village centers or trails, and college students 
are back on campus. There were two events that we did not anticipate this year, both on Saturday 9/18: 
the Wappingers Falls ‘Festival on the Falls’ (which increased the count substantially), and a village-wide 
garage sale in Fishkill (which had little impact on the count). 

High ped: The two highest pedestrian counts were on Main Street in Beacon on Saturday—one with 
close to 960 pedestrians in two hours, and the other with close to 850 (the Village of Rhinebeck 
Saturday count was not done this year; in 2020 we counted more than 1,200 pedestrians there). This 
was followed by the Walkway’s east gate on Saturday, with almost 730 pedestrians in two hours. The 
Walkway’s west gate had more than 530 pedestrians on Saturday. 

The highest weekday counts were Annandale Rd on the Bard College campus, with more than 420 
pedestrians, and the Village of Rhinebeck’s Market Street, with almost 300 pedestrians.  

The highest intersection count was the Raymond/Collegeview roundabout in Arlington, with more than 
620 pedestrians on Saturday, and the Main/Market intersection in the City of Poughkeepsie with 360 
pedestrians on a weekday. 

High bike: Similar to last year, the highest bike counts were all on the Walkway on Saturday: the east 
gate (265 bikes), west gate (about 230), DRT trailhead (about 200), and HVRT trailhead (about 200). The 
two highest weekday bike counts were also on the Walkway. The DRT southeast of Overocker Rd was 
the highest non-Walkway location, with 190 bikes on Saturday. 

The highest non-trail bike count was at Main St near Cherry St in the City of Poughkeepsie, with 50 bikes 
on Saturday and 48 on a weekday, followed by Annandale Rd on Bard campus, with more than 40 bikes 
on a weekday. 

Low ped: The lowest pedestrian counts were on the Harlem Valley Rail Trail near Sharon Station Rd (1 
on a weekday) and Route 82 in Hopewell Junction (3 on a weekday). 



Low bike: The fewest bicyclists were counted on East Market St in Hyde Park (0 on a weekday and 1 on 
Saturday). and Main St in the Village of Fishkill on a weekday. Several other locations had between 2 and 
4 bicyclists. 

High total: As in 2020, the highest combined ped/bike volume was on the Walkway’s east gate on 
Saturday, with more than 990 people. This was followed by the two City of Beacon locations on 
Saturday, with between 850 and 980 people, the Walkway’s west gate on Saturday with close to 770 
people, and the Raymond/Collegeview intersection, with more than 650 people. 

Low total: The lowest combined ped/bike volumes were on Main St in Pleasant Valley and Route 82 in 
Hopewell Junction, both with 7 people on a weekday.  

Attributes: 

Gender: On streets, 52% of people walking were female, but only 18% of bicyclists were female. On rail 
trails, 55% of people walking were female, and 30% of bicyclists were female. This points to women’s 
greater comfort with bicycling on a rail trail, and the need for better bicycle facilities on our local streets. 

Helmet use: On streets, less than 30% of people bicycling wore a helmet. Women were more likely than 
men to wear a helmet: 35% of women wore helmets, while 27% of men wore helmets. On rail trails, 
62% of bicyclists wore a helmet, and use was almost equal for males (62%) vs females (63%). 

Sidewalk cycling (non-rail trails): Overall, just over half of bicyclists rode on the sidewalk. However, this 
varied widely by location. In Beacon, only 13% of cyclists rode on the sidewalk, while 90% of cyclists in 
the Town of Poughkeepsie and 96% of cyclists in the City of Poughkeepsie rode on the sidewalk. 

Comparison over Time: 

Of the 59 volunteer counts done this year, 50 have at least three years’ worth of data to compare. 
Comparing the 2021 volumes for these counts to the past years’ average, overall pedestrian volumes fell 
1% and overall bike volumes increased by 11%, resulting in an overall total increase of 1%.  

For streets and intersections, pedestrian volumes rose 6% and bike volumes fell 2%, resulting in a total 
increase of 6%.  

For rail trails excluding the Walkway, pedestrian volumes rose 8% and bike volumes increased by 15%, 
for an overall increase of 13%. For the Walkway, pedestrian volumes fell 22% but bike volumes 
increased by 16%, for an overall decrease of 11%. 

Addenda: 

1. Summary table for the 2021 volunteer counts. 
2. Table showing change over time for the locations counted this year with at least three years of 

data. 
3. Series of charts showing change over time for the locations counted this year with at least three 

years of data. 


