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NYS Climate Smart Communities Program 

• Framework to help local government 
take action

• Free technical assistance, grants, and 
rebates for EVs

• Communities take a “pledge” and 
become registered

• Goal is to achieve Certification 
(Bronze or Silver level)
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Cornell Cooperative Extension 
Dutchess County
• Administrative and facilitation support to Dutchess 

County Climate Smart Task Force 

• Assistance with CSC Certification submittal process

• Hudson Estuary Watershed Resiliency Project:

• PE6 and PE7 Actions (climate mitigation and 
adaptation focuses)

• CSC Certification through Certification Assessment 
and CSC Certification submittal assistance
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What municipalities in Dutchess County 
are participating? 
• Registered Communities (17): 

Tivoli (V), Pine Plains, Rhinebeck (T), Red Hook (V), 
Millerton (V), Northeast (T), Clinton (T), Hyde Park 
(T), Amenia (T), Pleasant Valley (T), Poughkeepsie 
(T), Poughkeepsie (C), La Grange (T), Union Vale 
(T), Dover (T), Wappinger (T), Wappingers Falls (V)

• Bronze Level Certified (4): 

Dutchess County, Red Hook (T), Beacon (C), 
Rhinebeck (V) 
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…Across New York State
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NYS CSC Certification Process

• Pass Resolution > Register > Review Actions > 
Collect Documentation > Submit Application > 
Certification!
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Pledge Elements, Point System and 
Certification Levels
• Forming teams and setting goals (PE 1 & 2)

• Energy use (PE 3 & 4)

• Solid waste management (PE 5)

• Land-use policies (PE 6)

• Enhancing community resilience (PE 7)

• Supporting a green economy (PE 8)

• Public engagement and commitment to an 
evolving process (PE 9 & 10)
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Why Become Certified?

• More competitive advantage on grant 
applications  for state funding programs 
(NYSDEC CSC Grants)

• State-level recognition 

• Access to a robust framework to organize 
local climate action and prioritize 
initiatives/projects

• Part of a network with neighboring 
municipalities (share insights, access to 
resources/knowledge and case study 
examples)
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NYS CSC Program Transportation Related 
Actions
• PE3 (Fleet Inventory, Fleet Efficiency Policy, Fleet Rightsizing, Advanced 

Vehicles, LED Street Lights, LED Traffic Signals, Incentives for Employee 
Carpooling & Transit)

• PE6 (Green Parking Lot Standards, Complete Streets Policy, Planning & 
Infrastructure for Bicycling & Walking, Alternative –fuel Infrastructure, 
Implement Strategies that Increase Public Transit Ridership and Alternative 
Transport Modes, Implement a Safe Routes to School Program, Adopt and 
Enforce an Anti-idling Ordinance)
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Green Parking Lot Standards (4pts)

• Reduce minimum parking requirements

• Adopt parking maximums/restrictions

• Reduce stall dimensions

• Incorporate stormwater management 
onsite

• Use alternative parking surface materials

• Minimize land cleared for construction

• Promote shared parking

• Increase tree plantings in parking areas
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Complete Streets Policy (4pts)

• Formal adoption of a 
Complete Streets policy

A) Includes steps necessary for full 
implementation and measures to 
assess progress

B) Formally initiates process of creating a 
complete streets implementation plan
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Planning & Infrastructure for Bicycling & 
Walking (15pts)
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• Develop a bicycle/pedestrian 
master plan

• Expand and improve 
bike/walking paths, bike lanes, 
sidewalks

• Improve bike parking

• Develop bike/pedestrian signage

• Develop a bike share program

Dutchess County Planning



Dutchess County – Bronze Level CSC 
Certified (120pts)

Type Quantity Meets Bronze 

Requirements

Meets Silver 

Requirements

Mandatory 2/2 X

Priority 3/12 X (need 6 priority 

actions)

Total Points 120/869 X 

Pledge Elements 8/12 X 

Performance Points (need 10 

performance 

points)

Total Actions 20/100 X 
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What Transportation Actions played a part?

Name of Presenter / Event or Location
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32 points!

Action Points 
Obtained

Points 
Possible

Priority Documentation

6.2 Incorporate Smart 
Growth Principles into 
Land-use Policies and 
Regulations

6 8 Dutchess County 
Greenway Compact

Complete Streets Policy 4 4 Bronze/ Silver Resolution NO. 20181246

Planning & Infrastructure 
for Bicycling & Walking

10 15 Walk-Bike Dutchess, Rail 
Trail, Bike Parking Tool, 
Signage

Alternative-fuel 
Infrastructure

12 18 Bronze/ Silver 4 EV Charging Stations 
installed and available for 
public use



Dutchess County CSTF

• 4 Subcommittees

• Renewables and Energy Efficiency 

• GHG Inventories & Climate Action Plans

• Outreach and Education

• Transportation Efficiencies

(Chaired by Mayor Gary Bassett, Village of Rhinebeck)
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What’s Next?  …. Silver Level Certification

Transportation Efficiencies

• Bike Share program County/municipality partnership? 

• Additional Alternative Fuel Infrastructure?

• Advanced Vehicles?

• Fleet Inventory

• Fleet Rightsizing

• Reviewing…

• Fleet Efficiency Policy

• PE6.12 Implement strategies that increase public 
transit ridership and alternative transport modes

• PE6.13 Implement a Safe Routes to School 
Program
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Resiliency Linkage…
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Thank you
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