
 
Dover Plains Pedestrian Plan 

 
Task Force Meeting #3 

Wednesday, August 3, 2022, 5:30 pm 
Dover Town Hall, 126 East Duncan Hill Rd. 

 
Meeting Summary 

 

1) Introductions 

a. See list of attendees at end of these notes. 
 

2) Draft Recommendations  

a. Survey responses: Emily summarized the responses to Katie’s ‘Quick and Easy Improvements 
Survey’. The top priority was installing a sign at Ketcham Park, second was repainting stop bars 
and crosswalks on Mill St and intersecting streets; third was installing trash cans along Mill St; 
and fourth was painting a centerline down Mill St and Maple Ave.  
 

b. Review & discuss draft recommendations: Emily led a discussion of the draft 
recommendations, which had been circulated to the group prior to the meeting, using a 
presentation with images. The goal was to hear from the group what should be included in the 
plan, what should be removed or added, and what should be prioritized. The discussion is 
summarized below. 

 
 Hamlet wide:  

- Improve poor/fair condition sidewalks; repair sidewalk issues; install missing curb ramps and 
warning strips; install wayfinding signage, street trees, street furniture, and pursue infill 
development: There was general agreement on these recommendations. 
i. Emily clarified that the Town will need to work with property owners to install benches or 

trash cans, as the sidewalks are generally too narrow to fit these items. 
 

 Mill St:  
- Mark a centerline: discussion about providing space for parking. Emily suggested that since 

the parking is infrequent, it would make sense to mark the centerline down the middle of the 
street. Consensus to mark a centerline east of Feeney St or Powell Rd, but not sure about the 
western portion (especially near the churches). 
i. Most of the parking used is in front of St. Charles Church on Sundays. Parking spaces in 

front of the churches used to be marked. Emily suggested alternatives, such as Railroad St 
(which church patrons use), or a drop off zone by the church. 

i. Discussion of edge lines: these could also slow drivers down; the group wasn’t too 
interested in this. 
 

- Widen sidewalks: concern that this would not allow enough roadway space [Mill St is about 
25 ft wide, which leaves 3 feet available to widen sidewalks, with 11 foot travel lanes]. 
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Properties’ right of way typically does not allow sidewalks to be widened on the back side 
(towards the property). Widening sidewalks would be a longer-term recommendation. 
 

- Trash can education: discussion of options. Putting them in the street is not ideal; people 
probably wouldn’t use co-located spaces. Emily suggested using driveways (if not used) and 
talking to the collection company for best practices.   

 
- Crosswalk(s) near train station: consensus on this. Emily suggested across Mill St on the west 

side of Market St and east side of Railroad St, to connect to sidewalks.  
 
- Simplify parking: This would involve removing unnecessary signage and updating the Town 

code. Consensus to do this, once on-street parking on Mill is clarified. 
 
- Narrow wide intersections (Powell Dr, Park Dr): The group noted that Park Dr is private.  

Emily suggested striping at the intersections, such as a stop bar, short centerline, and edge 
lines to visually narrow the intersection. Consensus to pursue this on Powell; not sure about 
Park (would need to coordinate with owner). Agreement to also mark crosswalks across 
Powell Dr and Park Dr. A full centerline on Powell could also be pursued. 

 
- Reduce cross slope at driveways: this would be a long-term recommendation and/or design 

guideline. 
 
- Bridge- south sidewalk: This is a County-owned bridge. Work will be done on the expansion 

joint. Emily will find out what else can be incorporated. Unclear if south sidewalk should be 
pursued. Group agrees that northern sidewalk gap just west of the bridge should be fixed. 

 
 Route 22/Mill St: 

- Curb extensions on NE and SE corners and Crosswalk on south leg: The group agreed these 
would be good, as long as trucks could make the turn. Emily noted that painted curb 
extensions could be considered in the short term. Any concrete curb extension would need to 
allow for turning trucks. The stop bars could also be adjusted if needed.  
 

 Train Station Area: 
- Upgrade RR Xing markings; improve pedestrian crossing over tracks; aesthetic improvements; 

transit-oriented development: support for these items.  
i. Emily will set up a call with MTA/Metro-North to discuss this and other items. 
 

 Market St/Railroad St/Railroad Ave: 
- Clarify parking; sidewalks on east side of Market St and west side of Railroad St; intersection 

curbing and crosswalks: Support for clarifying parking, and especially for sidewalks and 
intersection work. Curbing could be striping in the short-term.  

ii. Emily shared a Parcel Access map showing the MTA parcel. The group noted that parking 
on the east side of Market is used by the businesses, though it is in the MTA parcel. Curb 
stops on the west side would prevent encroachment on the sidewalk. The group noted 
that people walk down the middle of Market St, and it’s especially bad in the winter. 

 



 Ketcham Park: 
- Clarify signage & reduce sign clutter; mark a crosswalk across Mill St to the entrance; pave the 

driveway and mark a walking path: Agreement to pursue these recommendations.  
i. Katie has already installed a temporary sign at the park; the Town is working with a 

branding consultant to develop a Town brand, and once that is done, signage can be 
updated to reflect it. 

ii. The group confirmed that the Fire Department owns the park driveway up to the little 
league fence. Katie asked if paving the driveway would be eligible for CDBG funding; Emily 
thought it would, as long as the Fire Department is a willing partner. This is a high priority.  

iii. Emily noted that the walking path (on the east side) could be paved and striped or done as 
a compacted stone dust trail—it should be ADA accessible year-round. 

 
 Maple Ln: 

- Paint a centerline; consider speed tables (or humps or cushions); evaluate side street warning 
signage and remove or upgrade: Consensus to mark a centerline. Unsure about speed tables. 
The group suggested considering a speed feedback device. 
i. Emily noted that there are rubber versions of the speed tables/humps/cushions; these 

could be used to test them out. She suggested speed tables for Maple Ln, and speed 
humps for residential side streets. 

ii. Katie asked if a bike lane would fit on Maple Ave; Emily said you would need 10 feet (5 
feet on each side), and the road isn’t wide enough for that. 

 
 Lime Kiln Rd/Poplar Hill Rd: 

- Paint a centerline and consider shoulders on Lime Kiln Rd; possibly widen shoulders on Poplar 
Hill Rd: Consensus on this. The group noted that drivers speed on Lime Kiln Rd. 
i. Emily will ask County DPW if it is possible to widen the shoulders on Poplar Hill Rd. 

 
 Route 22/School St: 

- Add a curb ramp at the crosswalk; add curb extensions; install RRFBs (rectangular rapid 
flashing beacons) at the crossing; improve signs as needed: strong support for the RRFBs and 
crossing improvements. This is a top priority.  
i. Emily will set up a call with NYSDOT to talk about this (and other improvements on Route 

22). 
ii. The Fire Department may install a fence across the driveway that they don’t use (just 

south of this intersection). 
 
 School St – Elementary School Crosswalk: 

- Install a curb ramp; upgrade striping to standard crosswalk; consider signage: support for this. 
The group discussed the option of fun colors for the crosswalk; since the road is a Town road 
and mostly closed, this should be ok. The group suggested ‘Dover Dragon orange’. 

 
 CVS Plaza/Dollar General: 

- Improve northern CVS driveway signage; construct a sidewalk to Dollar General; add a 
crosswalk across the Dollar General driveway: support for this, as people are walking between 
these stores. The sidewalk would be a longer-term improvement; crosswalks across the CVS 
driveways should be marked once a sidewalk is installed. 



- Walkways to store entrance from sidewalk and parking: This is worth pursuing but will require 
agreement from the property owner. 

 
 Village Plaza: 

- Consider a crosswalk with a traffic signal or RRFB: support for this, depending on feedback 
from NYSDOT. The group noted that drivers are not going slow enough here, and people cross 
Route 22 here. 

 
 Route 22 Corridor: 

- Extend east sidewalk to Tabor-Wing House; use a portable speed feedback device; evaluate 
speed limits; consider gateway treatments (street trees, signage): there was agreement to 
pursue these and discuss them with NYSDOT. 
 

 Policies: 
- Adopt Pedestrian Plan; educate staff & Board members; update codes & design guidelines; 

develop a sidewalk maintenance plan; look for opportunities; measure success: These policies 
will be further developed in the Plan. 

 
 Emily asked for additional feedback from the Task Force by 8/17. Comments should be sent to 
Katie, who will forward them to Emily.  
 

3) Public Outreach 

a. NYSDOT coordination: Emily and DCTC staff will have a conference call with NYSDOT to discuss 
recommendations related to Route 22. She will let Katie know when it is scheduled so she can 
participate if desired. 

 
b. MTA/Metro-North coordination: Emily and DCTC staff will have a conference call with MTA 

staff to discuss recommendations related to the train station area. She will let Katie know 
when it is scheduled so she can participate if desired. 
 

c. Dover Day – Saturday, September 17th, 12:30 pm - 4:30pm: Emily asked for volunteers from 
the Task Force to help at the table. Katie will email the group to sign up for a 1-hour slot. Emily 
said they will have maps as well as graphics showing the proposed recommendations in a 
conceptual way; people could vote for their top priorities with sticky dots. The group liked the 
idea. Katie suggested removing the stickers each hour (after documenting them). Emily/DCTC 
will work on the graphics. Peter suggested bringing physical materials like flashing beacons; 
Emily will see what is possible (DCTC doesn’t have these in-house).  

 

4) Related Project Updates 

a. Comp plan update: this has been submitted to County Planning for review.  
b. Anticipated development projects: no updates 
c. Vehicle counts/speeds: DCTC is getting data on Route 22, Mill St, and Maple soon.  
d. Ped/bike counts: automated counts will be done in the fall; there is an opportunity for 

volunteers to count people walking and bicycling as part of DCTC’s annual counts in mid-
September. Emily will forward information. 



 

5) Project schedule (subject to change) 

a. September 17: Public outreach at Dover Day to present inventory and preliminary 
recommendations and receive comments 

b. October: Task Force meeting #4 to review public comments and revise recommendations 
- The group decided that October made sense for the next Task Force meeting. 

c. Late Fall: Public outreach/presentation to present draft recommendations and receive 
comments 
- Katie suggested that this could be at a Town Board meeting. They will meet every two 

weeks. 
d. Winter: Task Force meeting #5 to agree on final recommendations 
e. Winter: Public workshop or presentation to present final draft plan and receive comments 
f. Early 2023: Final Plan 

 
6) Follow up items 

a. Emily will send meeting notes.  
b. Emily will set up calls with NYSDOT and MTA, and call County DPW. 
c. The Task Force will send additional feedback on the draft recommendations to Katie by 8/17. 
d. Katie will email the Task Force about volunteering for Dover Day. 
e. Emily/DCTC will work on materials for Dover Day. 
f. Emily will forward information about volunteer ped/bike counts. 

 
 

Dover Plains Pedestrian Plan Task Force  
Meeting #3 attendees   
    
Name Email Organization/Affiliation 
Rich Yeno supervisor@doverny.us  Town Supervisor 
Larry House  Hufcut@aol.com Hamlet Business Owner 
Jill Fieldstein jillfieldstein@gmail.com Community Leader, Solutions for A Better Dover  
Katie Palmer-House  townclerk@doverny.us Town Clerk/CAC/Climate Smart Dover 
Marilyn Van Millon landuse@doverny.us  Town Resident/Planning Bd. Secretary 
Samantha White spotnsi@gmail.com Town Resident/Businessperson 
Kevin Harris kevin.harris@dovervfd.com Dover Fire Department 
Peter  Sander psander@renniadesign.com Dover Comp Plan Committee 
Tara Grogan tgrogan@dutchessny.gov Dutchess County Transportation Council 
Ian Wickstead iwickstead@dutchessny.gov Dutchess County Transportation Council 
Emily Dozier (via Zoom) edozier@dutchessny.gov Dutchess County Transportation Council 
Natasha Merritt (via Zoom) nmerritt81@gmail.com  Town Resident 
David  Fine (via Zoom) david.fine@doverschools.org School Superintendent 
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